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General  Baptist  Bookstore  News 


By  Dr.  Jimmie  Whitehurst,  Executive  Manager 

May  God  bless  each  of  you !  Thank  you  for  support- 
ing the  work  and  ministry  of  the  General  Baptist  Book- 
store. We  have  had  a  very  successful  year.  We  attended 
three  National  Conventions,  GBSC  sessions  and  car- 
ried the  GBSC  Bookmobile  to  over  32  Associations.  I 
have  preached  in  churches  and  logged  over  38,000  miles 
in  Convention  Travel.  We  have  assisted  Executive  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer Archie  D.  Logan  Jr.,  in  fieldwork  and 
training  sessions.  God  continues  to  shine  on  us. 
Satellite  Bookstore  Opens 

The  General  Baptist  Bookstore  joined  in  opening  its 
first  satellite  bookstore,  November  23,  2001,  at  the  Saint 
Stephens  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  507 York  Street,  Eliza- 
beth City,  N.C,  27909,  252-335-5003,  Moderator  Ricky 
Banks,  Pastor.  Those  churches  and  Associations  in  the  area 
are  encouraged  to  support  the  bookstore. 

If  your  Association  or  Church  would  like  to  have 
a  Satellite  Bookstore  PLEASE  contact  me  at  or  Gen- 
eral Baptist  Bookstore.  603  South  Wilmington 
Street,  Raleigh,  N.C,  800-639-GBSC;  919-839- 
2211. 

Vacation  Bible  School  Materials 

It  is  time  to  place  your  Vacation  Bible 
School  orders.  Please  call  us  so  that  we  can 
order  your  materials  now.  If  you  have  a  spe- 
cial theme  or  would  like  for  us  to  work  with 
your  church  on  an  individual  basis,  we  are  here 
to  serve  you.  Our  goal  is  to  have  Vacation  Bible 
School  Literature  in  every  church.  This  year 
we  want  you  to  order  special  youth  bibles  for 
each  young  person  that  participates  in  your 
vacation  bible  school.  For  many  years  we  have 
waited  to  give  bibles  to  high  school  graduates 
as  gifts.  Studies  now  reveal  that  we  need  to 
give  bibles  to  children  as  soon  as  they  can  read. 

We  have  several  different  types  of  bibles 
for  children,  youth  and  young  adults,  ORDER 


Dr.  Whitehurst  installing  bookstore  shelving. 


dent  GBSC  Congress  of  Christian  Education  and  their  Cur- 
riculum Committee). 

Pat  Springle,  Conquering  Codependency,  $12 
Pat  Springle,  Conquering  Codependency  Workbook,  $6 
Robert  S.  McGee,  Conquering  Chemical  Dependency,  $12 
Robert  S.  McGee,  Conquering  Chemical  Dependency 

Workbook,  $6 
Cynthia  Kubetin,  Shelter  From  The  Storm,  $12 
Cynthia  Kubetin,  Shelter  From  The  Store  Workbook,  $6 
OTHER  SALE  BOOKS 

Haywood  T.  Gray,  A  Ministry  of  Service  (Ushers),  $7 
Lynn  R.  Buzzard,  Clergy  Confidentially,  $8 
Baptist  Church  Incorporation  in  North  Carolina,  $8 
Render  Unto  Caesar —  Church  Liabilities,  $8 
Geoffrey  Guns,  Church  Financial  Management,  $12 
Robert  A.  Young,  A  Development  Of  A  Church  Manual,  $8 

Call  us  today  for  these  and  other  values.  We  also  have  Hym- 
nals, Robes  and  Lord  Supper  Items. 

ALSO  IF  WE  DO  NOT  HAVE  THE  BOOKS  YOU  WANT 

IN  STOCK,  WE  CAN  GET  THEM  FOR  YOU. 

Support  your  own  Bookstore:  Cieneral  Baptist  Bookstore,  scum 

Wilmington  Street,  Raleigh,  N.C,  800-639-GBSC;  919-839-2211. 


Dr.  Whitehurst  and  Mr.  William  Dunston  finish- 
ing shelving. 

YOUR  BIBLES  TODAY  for  your  young  people. 
SALE  BOOKS 

(These  are  recommended  by  Dr.  Jasper  Reed,  Presi- 


Moderator  Banks  and  Dr.  Whitehurst  viewing  com- 
pleted bookstore. 


Have  a  Blessed  & 
Happy  New  Year 


•  •  • 


from  the  staff 
at  GBSC,  Inc. 
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Prophets  Still  Possess  The  Land 


Greetings!  First  I  want  to  thank  each  of 
you  for  supporting  the  mission  and  minis- 
try of  the  Convention.  God  has  blessed  our 
work  this  past  calendar  year.  We  face  an- 
other challenge  in  2002. 1  want  to  also  thank 
God  for  the  opportunity  to  serve  the  Gen- 
eral Baptist  State  Convention  in  this  Mil- 
lennium. Each  January  I  reflect  on  the  life, 
legacy  and  times  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.,  1929-1968,  American  cler- 
gyman and  civil  rights  leader.  Spend  time 
reflecting  on  the  work  and  ministry  of  Dr. 
King.  We  have  come  a  long  ways;  God  is  a 
mighty  presence  in  our  lives.  It  is  impor- 
tant that  we  remember  where  we  came 
from.  Join  the  General  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention, Inc.,  in  tributes  to  our  past  history. 

Bom  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  he  graduated  from 
Morehouse  College  (B.A.,  1948),  Crozer 
Theological  Seminary  (B.D.,  1951)  and 
Boston  University  (Ph.D.,  1955).  The  son 
of  the  pastor  of  the  Ebenezer  Baptist  Church 
in  Atlanta,  King  was  ordained  in  1947  and 
became  Pastor  of  Dexter  Avenue  Baptist 
Church  in  Montgomery,  Ala.  During  his 
tenure  he  led  the  boycott  (1955-56)  by 
Montgomery  blacks  against  the  segregated 
city  bus  lines  and  he  attained  national 
prominence  by  advocating  a  policy  of  pas- 
sive resistance  to  segregation.  In  1956,  he 
gained  a  major  victory  and  prestige  ae  a 
civil  rights  leader  when  the  Montgomery 
buses  began  to  operate  on  a  desegregated 
basis.  After  the  Montgomery  success.  King 
organized  the  Southern  Christian  Leader- 
ship Conference,  which  gave  him  a  base  to 
pursue  further  civil  rights  activities,  first  in 
the  South  and  later  nationwide.  His  philoso- 
phy of  nonviolent  resistance  led  to  his  ar- 
rest on  numerous  occasions  in  the  1950s 
and  1960s. 

He  organized  the  massive  March  on 
Washington  (August  28,  1963),  which 
brought  more  than  200,000  people  together. 
In  1964,  he  was  awarded  the  Nobel  Peace 
Prize.  King's  leadership  in  the  civil  rights 
movement  was  challenged  in  the  mid-1960s 
as  others  grew  more  militant.  However, 
King's  interests  widened  from  civil  rights 
to  criticism  of  the  Vietnam  War  and  to  a 
deeper  concern  for  poverty.  His  plans  for  a 
Poor  People's  March  to  Washington  were 
interrupted  (1968)  for  a  trip  to  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  in  support  of  striking  sanitation 
workers.  On  April  4, 1968,  he  was  shot  and 
killed  by  an  assassin's  bullet  on  the  balcony 


Dr.  Wyatt  Tee  Walker  speaking  at  Em- 
powerment Seminar. 

of  the  motel  where  he  was  staying.  James 
Earl  Ray  was  later  convicted  of  his  mur- 
der. His  birthday  is  an  American  national 
holiday,  celebrated  on  the  third  Monday  in 
January. 

The  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Holiday 

It  took  15  years  to  create  the  federal 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Holiday.  Con- 

gicssiiitui  Jului  Cuiiycis,  Democrat  from 
Michigan,  first  introduced  legislation  for  a 
commemorative  holiday  four  days  after 
King  was  assassinated  April  4,  1968.  Af- 
ter the  bill  became  stalled,  petitions  endors- 
ing the  holiday  containing  six  million 
names  were  submitted  to  Congress. 
Conyers  and  Rep.  Shirley  Chisholm, 
Democrat  of  New  York,  resubmitted  King 
holiday  legislation  each  subsequent  legis- 
lative session.  Public  pressure  for  the  holi- 
day mounted  during  the  1982  and  1983  civil 
rights  marches  in  Washington. 

Congress  passed  the  holiday  legislation 
in  1983,  which  was  then  signed  in  law  by 
President  Ronald  Reagan.  A  compromise 
moving  the  holiday  from  Jan.  15,  King's 
birthday,  which  was  considered  too  close 
to  Christmas  and  New  Year's,  to  the  third 
Monday  in  January  helped  overcome  op- 
position to  the  law. 
National  Consensus  on  the  Holiday 

A  number  of  states  resisted  celebrating 
the  holiday.  Some  opponents  said  King  did 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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THEME:  "By  the  word  of  truth,  by  the  power  of  God,  by  the  armor 
of  righteousness... "  (II  Corinthians  6:7) 


Rev.  Dr.  Al  Sharpton 


Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr. 


Participants  in  the  Empowerment  Seminar:  Attorney  Darryl  Smith,  Dr.  Thurman  B. 
Everett,  Dr.  Johnny  Freeman,  Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr.,  N.C.  Court  of  Appeals  Judge 
Loretta  Biggs,  N.C.  Court  of  Appeals  Judge  James  A.  Wynn,  Associate  Supreme  Court 
Justice  G.K.  Butterfield,  Dr.  Wyatt  Tee  Walker  and  Dr.  Cornelius  Battle. 


Housing  Award  Recipients:  Dr.  W.B.  Lewis,  pastor.  First  Cosmopolitian  Church  in 
Raleigh,  Dr.  E.B.  l\imer,  pastor,  First  Baptist  Church  in  Lumberton.  (His  award  was 
received  by  the  Rev.  Vincent  Rozier  of  St  Pauls.) 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Archie  Dr.  Logan,  Dr.  Al  Sharpton,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Thurman  B.  Everett 
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MINISTERS'  COUNCIL 
2002  LEADERSHIP  SUMMIT 
FEBRUARY  14-16,  2002 
EBENEZER  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

2020  SUGAR  CREEK  ROAD,  CHARLOTTE,  NC 
GUEST  SPEAKERS: 

REV.  DR.  J.D.  BALLARD 

Pastor  of  the  United  Metropolitan  Missionary 
Winston-Salem,  NC 

REV.  DR.  DONALD  RAY  HUDSON 

Pastor  of  the  Twelfth  Street  Baptist  Church 
Detroit,  Michigan 


From  the  Desk  of  the 
Executive  Secretary -Treasuer 


By  Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr. 

Greetings!  The  General  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention of  North  Carolina  is  available  to  woik 
with  your  church  during  the  time  you  do  not 
have  a  Pastor  We  will  work  with  the  Deacons 
and  other  officers  to  provide  guidance  as  you 
search  for  a  new  pastor  to  lead  your  church. 

Some  of  the  things  we  offer: 

•  We  have  ordained  Baptist  ministers 

available  to  assist  the  Deacons  in 
carrying  out  the  Church  Ordinances: 
Lord  Supper  and  Baptism. 

•  We  have  ordained  clergy  who  can  serve 

as  an  "Interim  Minister"  in  your  church. 


•  Some  suggested  workshops: 

/  How  To  Select  An  Interim  Pastor? 

/  How  To  Call  A  Pastor? 

/  How  Much  Should  We  Pay  Our  Pastor? 

/  Church  Administration 

/  How  To  Plan  A  Church  Budget? 

/  Effective  Bible  Study 

/  Evangelism  Classes 

/  Special  Training  For  Deacons/Trustees 

/  Christian  Education  Planning 

/  Church  Development 

/  Please  call  if  you  are  interested  in  any  of 

these  services! 

1-800-639-GBSC  (4272) 


Prophets  Still  Possess  the  Land 


not  deserve  his  own  holiday,  while  others 
cited  the  cost  of  giving  workers  another  day 
off.  Several  southern  states  include  celebra- 
tions for  various  Confederate  generals  on 
that  day,  while  Utah  calls  it  Human  Rights 
Day.  Legislation  is  now  pending  to  change 
the  name  to  Martin  Luther  King  Day.  Ari- 
zona voters  approved  the  holiday  in  1992 
after  a  threatened  tourist  boycott.  In  1999, 
New  Hampshire  changed  the  name  of  Civil 
Rights  Day  to  MLK  Day. 
Modem  Prophets 

There  are  still  Prophets  in  the  land.  I 
am  still  rejoicing  over  our  2001  Housing 
Empowerment  Seminar  and  Banquet  held 
December  7,  in  Greensboro,  N.C.  Like  Dr. 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  two  Modem  Proph- 
ets visited  us:  The  Rev.  Dr.  Wyatt  Tee 
Walker  and  Rev.  Dr.  Al  Sharpton,  both  of 
New  York  City.  Following  in  the  King 
Legacy  Drs.  Walker  and  Sharpton  made 
dynamic  presentations  on  affordable  hous- 
ing and  the  role  of  the  African- American 
church  in  the  new  Millennium.  Often  the 
prophet  has  a  message  that  the  people  do 
not  want  to  hear.  Often  the  religious  com- 
munity turns  its  ear  to  the  prophet's  words. 
Often  prophets  are  persecuted  and  exiled 
BUT  they  still  proclaim  the  truth. 

The  prophet  is  called  or  appointed  di- 
rectly from  God.  Some  prophets,  like 
Jeremiah  or  John  the  Baptist,  were  called 
before  birth  (Jeremiah  1:5;  Luke  1:13-16), 
but  their  privilege  was  not  a  birthright. 
Their  authority  came  from  God  alone 
whose  message  they  bore  (Exodus  7: 1).  Who 
can  match  the  eloquence  and  brilliance  of 
Isaiah,  the  depth  of  emotion  and  melancholy 
of  Jeremiah,  or  the  dramatic  and  dogged  spirit 
of  Ezekiel?  A  prophetic  call  was  a  call  to  lib- 
erty and  freedom  to  be  oneself  (John  8:31- 
32).  It  enabled  the  prophet  to  be  unaffected 
by  himian  bias  and  criticism.  The  call  of 
prophet  required  that  she/he  not  be  intimi- 
dated or  threatened  by  their  audience 
(Jeremiah  1:7-8;  Ezekiel  2:6).  Both  Walker 
and  Sharpton  brought  a  WORD  from  God. 

A  prophet  sometimes  became  quite  dra- 
matic and  acted  out  his  message.  Isaiah  went 
naked  and  barefoot  for  three  years  (Isaiah 
20:2-3).  Al  Sharpton  and  Wyatt  Tee  Walker 
have  marched  and  protested.  This  year 
Sharpton  went  to  jail  and  on  a  fast  for  jus- 
tice. Ezekiel  lay  on  his  left  side  for  390  days 
and  on  his  right  side  for  40  more  (Ezekiel 
4:1-8).  Zechariah  broke  two  staffs  (Zechariah 
11:7-14).  Making  themselves  a  spectacle, 
prophets  not  only  aroused  curiosity  but  also 
invited  the  scorn  of  their  peers  (Jeremiah 
11:21).  Except  for  God's  call,  prophets  had 
no  special  qualifications.  They  appeared  from 
all  walks  of  life  and  classes  of  society.  They 
included  sheep-breeders  and  farmers  like 
Amos  (Amos  7:14),  and  Elisha  (I  Kings 


19: 19)  but  also  princes  like  Abraham  (Genesis 
23:6)  and  priests  like  Ezekiel  (Ezekiel  1:3). 

Even  women  and  children  became  proph- 
ets a  Samuel  3: 19-20;  2  Kings  22: 14).  In  rare 
circumstances,  God  used  the  hesitant  or  un- 
ruly to  bear  his  message.  Balaam  prophesied 
(Numbers  22:6-24:24)  the  Lord's  message 
but  was  actually  an  enemy  of  God  (2  Peter 
2: 15-16;  Revelation  2: 14).  Saul  certainly  was 
not  in  fellowship  with  God  when  (I  Samuel 
10:23-24).  Some  prophets  were  called  for  a 
lifetime.  But  sometimes  prophets  spoke 
briefly  and  no  more  (Numbers  11:25-26).  In 
either  case,  a  prophet  spoke  with  authority 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  (Numbers  11:29;  24:4). 
One  trait  characterized  them  all:  a  faithful 
proclamation  of  God's  word  and  not  their 
own  (Jeremiah  23: 16;  Ezek.  13:2).  Jesus'  ref- 
erence to  Himself  as  a  prophet  in  John  12:49- 
50  rests  upon  this  standard  of  faithfully  re- 
peating God's  word  to  the  world. 

The  main  role  of  the  prophet  was  to  bear 
God's  word  for  the  purpose  of  teaching,  re- 
proving, correcting,  and  training  in  righteous- 
ness (2  Timothy  3:16).  Whether  warning  of 
impending  danger  or  disclosing  God's  wiU 
to  the  people,  they  were  similar  in  function 
to  the  modem  preacher  in  the  church.  Proph- 
ets were  referred  to  as  messengers  of  the  Lord 
(Isaiah  44:26),  servants  of  God  (Amos  3:7), 
shepherds  (Zechariah  11:4,  7;  Jeremiah 
17:16),  and  watchmen  (Isaiah  62:6). 

Wyatt  Tee  Walker  encouraged  the  Afri- 
can-American Church  to  take  a  lead  in  com- 
munity empowerment  during  the  seminar  at 
United  Institutional  Baptist  Church.  He 
talked  about  his  years  of  affordable  housing 
development.  Also  Mr.  Dexter  Perry,  of  A&B 
Asset  Management  Services;  Mr.  Alfred 
Dixon,  MultiState  Conttactors;  Mr.  Joseph 
H.  Young,  AIA  of  Low  Income  Housing  and 
others  provided  valuable  information  for 
churches  and  pastors.  Also  Associate  Su- 
preme Court  Justice  G.K.  Butterfield  led  a 
seminar  session  on  the  "Judiciary  Under  At- 
tack." Court  of  Appeal  Judges  Loretta  Biggs, 
Judge  Robert  C.  Hunter  and  James  A.  Wyrm 
assisted  him.  We  must  become  more  aware 
and  concemed  about  the  state  of  our  judicial 
system  in  North  Carolina. 

That  night  at  the  Housing  Banquet  Dr. 
Sharpton  added  that  the  church  must  be  about 
service.  "It  is  not  the  size  of  the  church  house 
but  how  many  houses  has  your  church  pro- 
vided for  tiiose  in  need?"  IF  YOU  DID  NOT 
ATTEND  THESE  ACTT/ITIES  PLEASE 
SECURE  THE  TAPES  AND  VIDEOS 
FROM  Rev.  Gene  Hatley,  336-376-1810; 
336-376-1820  fax;  919-968-6996.  These  re- 
source materials  wiU  bless  your  ministry  and 
help  empower  your  people.  The  Housing 
Seminar  and  Banquet  rank  among  our  great- 
est events  ever  PLEASE  ORDER  YOUR 
TAPES  AND  VIDEOS. 


135TH  YEAR  CELEBRATION 
February  14-16, 2002 
Ministers'  Council  •  2002  Leadership  Summit 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church 
2020  Sugar  Creek  Road,  Charlotte,  NC 

Regisfration/Representation  Form 


Name 


Address 


City 
Church 


State 


Zip  Code 


Phone  # 


Pastor's  regisfration  $50 
Associate  Mimster(s)  @  $40  each 
Church  representation  $400 


Total 


Please  send  registration  form  to: 
GBSC:  Mirusters  Council 
603  S.  Wihnington  Sfreet 
Raleigh,  NC  27601 
800-639-GBSC  (4272)  —  919-821-7466 


^^^^^ 


135TH  YEAR  CELEBRATION 
ONE-DAY  SESSION  USHER'S  CONVENTION 
M.C.  Benton  Convention  &  Civic  Center 

301  West  Fifth  Street,  Winston-Salem,  N.C. 
February  23, 2002 


Registration/Representation  Form 


Name 


Address 


City 
Church 


State 


Zip  Code 


Phone  # 


Personal  registration  $10  per  person . 
Number  of  messengers  @  $10  each  _ 


Church  representation  $400 


Total 


Please  send  registration  form  to: 
GBSC  •  One-Day  Session  Usher's  Convention 
603  S.  Wihnington  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27601 
800-639-GBSC  (4272)  —  919-821-7466 


^^^^^ 
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From  the  Desk  of  Charles  T.  Bullock 
Vice  President  at  Large 


Between  Yesterday  and  Tomorrow 


Between  indicates  that  a  space  exists  from 
two  focal  points.  Yesterday  and  tomorrow  sug- 
gest that  we  are  caught  up  in  time  inside  of  these 
focal  points.  To  be  between  yesterday  and  to- 
morrow indicates  to  me  that  we  can  stand  on 
the  threshold  of  time  and  look  backward  at  what 
was  yesterday  and  look  forward  to  what  is  to 
come  on  tomorrow.  As  one  year  closes  and  a 
new  year  begins,  we  find  ourselves  between  the 
old  and  the  new,  yesterday  and  tomorrow. 

The  International  Date  Line  is  a  dividing 
line  between  yesterday  and  tomorrow.  When 
we  cross  the  hitemational  Date  Line,  we  either 
add  a  day  or  subtract  a  day.  We  are  either  in 
yesterday  or  tomorrow  depending  on  our  direc- 
tion. 

According  to  Acts  16:25,  Paul  and  Silas  were 
in  prison  "and  at  midnight"  they  "prayed  and 
sang  praises  unto  God."  I  would  say  they  found 
themselves  between  yesterday  and  tomorrow. 
For  midnight  was  a  division  of  time  that  sepa- 
rated yesterday  from  tomorrow.  This  is  to  say 
when  on  Tuesday  we  speak  of  Monday  we  call 
it  yesterday  and  on  Monday  when  we  speak  of 
Tuesday  we  call  it  tomorrow.  Therefore  when 
we  are  at  midnight,  we  are  between  "Yesterday 
and  Tomorrow." 

It  is  good  to  remember  our  yesterdays,  for 
they  give  directions  for  tomorrow.  George  Ber- 
nard Shaw  said  that  "We  are  made  wise  not  by 
the  recollections  of  our  past,  but  by  the  respon- 
sibihties  of  our  fiiture."  While  we  find  ourselves 


in  the  great  divide  of  time  -  2001  and  2002  — 
between  last  year  and  this  year,  we  acknowl- 
edge the  future  for  which  we  must  prepare  and 
be  prepared. 

A  writer  for  The  Biblical  Illustrator  com- 
mentary speaks  of  times  in  three  divisions,  the 
past,  the  present  and  the  future.  He  says  that 
'  "The  past  in  time  presents  itself  to  us  as  the foun- 
tain and  origin  out  of  which  the  present  is  for- 
ever being  bom,  and  out  of  which  the  future  is 
forever  destined  to  proceed.  The  present,  in 
which  we  have  our  being,  is  forever  departing 
from  us,  in  order  to  return  into  the  bosom  of 
that  past  out  of  which  it  came,  and  in  which  it 
dwells.  The  future  comes,  to  us  forever,  sent  by 
the  departed present,  and  coming  when  it  comes, 
in  the  name  of  the  present.  Our  only  existence  is 
forever  dependent  upon  our  standing-place  in 
the  present.  It  is  our  communion,  or  participa- 
tion of  the  present,  that  enables  us  to  look  back, 
and  to  remember  the  past  out  of  which  we  have 
come.  It  is  by  virtue  of  our  standing  on  the  rock 
of  the  present,  that  we  can  look  forward  to  the 
future  which  it  is  about  to  send  to  us. " 

We  are  caught  in  the  midst  of  two  focal 
points  of  time  "Yesterday  and  Tomorrow."  We 
will  not  worship  yesterday,  but  build  on  it  We 
will  not  criticize  the  place  in  which  we  stand, 
but  live  in  it  We  will  not  fear  tomorrow,  but 
believe  in  it 

Between  "Yesterday  and  Tomorrow,"  is  the 
now,  the  time  between  the  beginning  and  the 


Dr.  Charles  T.  Bullock 

end.  What  are  we  going  to  do  with  the  now?  I 
would  suggest  that  we  continue  to  completion 
the  projects  that  are  already  in  progress  and  en- 
hance the  teaching  ministry  of  our  convention 
utilizing  state  of  the  art  strategies  and  technol- 
ogy on  the  local,  state,  and  collegiate  levels  at 
Shaw  University  and  Shaw  Divinity  School. 
This  involves  the  Internet,  on-line  course 
and  the  World  Wide  Web.  I  believe  Jesus 
expects  us  to  engage  the  present  and  use 
our  God-given  resources  and  talents  in  the 
now  to  His  glory  and  to  help  His  people 
here  and  everywhere. 

Have  a  Happy  and  Blessed  New  Year! 


Dr.  John  D.  Fuller  Sr. 

Thank  You 

Dr.  John  D.  Fuller 
President, 

General  Baptist  State  Convention 
Lewis  Chapel  Baptist  Church 
5422  Raeford  Road 
Fayetteville,  NC  28304-3063 
Dear  Dr.  Fuller: 

Thank  you  for  your  hospitality  and 
generosity  given  to  us  during  our  visit  to 
Asheville,  North  Carolina.  Your  message 
was  encouraging,  uplifting  and  inspiring. 

As  Chairman  of  the  Home  Missioii 
for  the  Empire  Missionary  Baptist  Con- 
vention of  New  York,  I  would  like  to 
thank  you  for  your  generous  gift  of 
$15,000  to  help  in  the  World  Trade  Cen- 
ter Relief  Fund. 

May  God's  blessings  be  upon  you  and 
the  members  of  your  great  convention. 

Yours  in  Christ, 

Rev.  Booker  T.  Sears  Jr.  D.D. 


From  the  Desk  of  the  4th  Vice  President 
Rev.  Nilous  M.  Avery  II,  M.Div. 


Holidays  Celebrate  Swift  Succession 


Peace  be  to  you  aU,  and  love  with  faith, 
from  God  the  Father  and  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  This  is  the  season  when  the  world 
celebrates  Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  and 
the  New  Year  in  swift  succession.  Special 
attention  is  given  to  performing  acts  of 
compassion  and  embracing  the  angelic 
praise  of  "peace  on  earth  among  those 
whom  (God)  favors"  {NRSV}.  Wouldn't 
it  be  nice  if  the  hearts  and  minds  of  human- 
kind were  mobilized  and  energized  to  pos- 
sess this  mindset  throughout  the  year?! 

The  world  now  stands  in  between  the 
time  when  the  Lord  came  into  the  world 
and  the  time  when  He  will  come  again.  The 
Lord's  appearing  here  on  that  night  in 
Bethlehem  over  2,000  years  ago  provided 
a  look  at  a  policy  that  often  plagues  our 
world  —  a  policy  of  "no  room."  The  sav- 
ior of  the  world  was  bom  in  an  area  usu- 
ally set  aside  for  the  animals.  There  was  no 
room  for  his  family  in  that  crowded  town 
filled  with  people  who  had  complied  with 
Caesar  Augustus'  decree  that  all  inhabitants 
of  Rome's  empire  be  registered. 

This  "no  room"  policy  continued  when 
King  Herod  received  word  that  the  Mes- 


siah had  been  bom  in  Bethlehem.  Herod 
sent  his  soldiers  to  kiU  all  the  children  in 
and  around  Bethlehem  who  were  two  years 
old  or  under.  Herod  had  a  "no  room"  policy 
—  he  would  not  tolerate  any  sharing  of  his 
throne. 

Jesus  often  found  Himself  at  odds  with 
the  poUtical  and  religious  leaders  because 
of  His  passion  for  God  and  compassion  for 
people.  He  placed  human  needs  above  tra- 
dition. He  crossed  Unes  and  broke  down 
barriers  that  alienated  people  because  of 
their  race,  sex,  status,  and  religion.  He  ad- 
vocated the  inclusion  of  all  persons.  As  a 
result,  Jesus  was  targeted  for  cmcifixion 
because  the  political  and  religious  leaders 
had  a  "no  room"  policy  —  they  would  not 
tolerate  any  one  defying  their  custom  of 
putting  and  keeping  people  "in  their  place." 

Our  world  has  a  history  of  having  a 
"no  room"  policy.  Racism  and  sexism  are 
twin  cousins  of  evil  that  seek  to  oppress 
others  simply  because  of  their  skin  color 
or  gender.  Whole  segments  of  our  popula- 
tion are  often  abandoned  and/or  isolated 
based  upon  their  race,  gender,  economic 
status,  creed,  or  reUgious/poUtical  beliefs. 


When  Jesus  comes  again,  will  the  "no 
room"  poUcy  still  be  in  effect?  When  Jesus 
comes  again,  will  this  poUcy  that  faced  Him 
when  He  was  bom  as  a  child  face  Him  as 
He  returns  as  King? 

Many  have  not  made  room  for  others 
because  they  have  not  made  room  for  Christ 
in  their  life.  Except  for  a  few  "program 
guarded"  nunutes...on  Sunday  and  maybe 
during  mid-week,  there  is  a  "no  room"  pohcy 
in  effect  today.  Liston  Pope  noted  in  the 
1960's  that  11  a.m.  on  Sunday  morning  was 
the  most  segregated  hour  in  American  soci- 
ety. In  the  year  200 1 ,  not  much  has  changed. 

This  season  challenges  us  to  lift  the  veil 
and  tear  down  the  walls  that  keep  a  "no  room" 
policy  in  place.  We  must  make  room  for  the 
least,  the  lost,  the  lonely,  the  left  out,  the  kept 
out,  the  locked  out,  and  the  knocked  out  We 
must  make  room  for  the  fiM,  the  fragile,  and 
the  forgotten.  We  must  make  room  for  the  dis- 
tressed, the  depressed,  and  the  oppressed.  We 
must  make  room  for  the  hapless,  the  helpless, 
the  hopeless,  and  the  homeless.  If  we  do  not 
strive  to  make  room  for  those  who  are  God's 
beautiful  creatures,  should  we  be  surprised  if 
God  meets  us  at  the  gates  of  the  Eternal  City 


Rev.  NUous  M.  Avery  n,  M.Div. 

and  declares:  "There  is  no  room  for  you?!" 

Beloved,  let  us  make  room  through- 
out the  year  to  support  our  Central 
Children's  Home  in  Oxford,  N.C.  Your 
time,  talents,  treasures,  and  prayers  are  en- 
couraged and  welcomed.  Please  contact  Mr. 
Michael  Alston,  Executive  Director  at  (919) 
693-7617.  He  and  his  hardworking  staff 
will  gladly  come  to  your  area  and  share  the 
opporturuties  for  enhancing  your  involve- 
ment with  the  Central  Children's  Home. 
You  may  also  contact  me: 
Rev.  Nilous  M.  Avery  II 
(704)  637-0954  —  church 
(704)  637-1137  — fax 
E-mail  — AveryRevKin@aol.com 

Please  make  room  for  Christ  through 
the  Central  Children's  Home  in  your  bud- 
gets, schedules,  worship  services,  thoughts, 
and  prayers.  The  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
and  the  love  of  God,  and  the  fellowship  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  be  with  you  all.  To  God  be 
the  glory!  Amen! 
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Reaching  The  Masses: 

Transforming  The  Family 


By 

Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  Brodie 

How  blessed  are  we  to  have  shared  an- 
other Christinas  and  yet  another  year  in  His 
mission!  How  grateful  we  to  God  who  sup- 
ported the  missionary  endeavor  during  last 
year!  How  blessed  are  we  to  begin  another 
year  with  the  Spirit  of  Christ  in  making  and 
nurturing  disciples! 

Our  2001-02  year's  theme  is  "Reach- 
ing The  Masses:  Transforming  The  Family 
Through  Christian  Communication"  — 
scriptures  Deuteronomy  6:6-7,  Proverbs 
21:23;  James  1:26;  I  Peter  1:14-15.  Basi- 
cally our  books  for  study  this  year  are  Get- 
ting Acquainted  With  Tlie  Bible  for  Se- 
niors and  Young  Adults;  The  Bondage 
Breaker  for  youth,  ages  12-20;  Thanl(  You 
Jesus  for  youth,  ages  9-11;  A  Sunrise  In 
Disguise  for  youth,  ages  6-8;  The  Teach- 
ings of  Jesus  for  youth,  ages  1-5.  The  theme 
reminds  us,  though  we  are  in  a  new  fiscal 
year,  our  mission  still  remains  to  reach  the 
masses  for  Christ.  In  keeping  with  our 
motto:  "Christ  In  Every  Home,"  what  bet- 
ter way  can  we  reach  the  masses  than 
through  the  family  by  helping  it  to  use 
Christian  communication?  It  is  getting  ac- 
quainted with  the  Bible  that  our  family 


learns  the  Word  for  and  uses  the  Word  in 
communication.  Getting  Acquainted  With 
The  Bible  gives  an  overview  of  the  Bible, 
shows  how  the  Bible  was  created,  presents 
the  message's  relevance  for  the  21st  cen- 
tury citizens.  It  can  serve  as  a  brief  com- 
mentary for  those  beginning  some  in-depth 
study  of  the  Bible.  This  book  can  lead  the 
family  to  books  of  the  Bible  which  in  par- 
ticular relate  to  the  word  one  speaks  and  its 
effect  upon  the  family  for  abundant  life  or 
impoverished  life. 

The  Word  or  words  one  speaks  can  be 
The  Bondage  Breaker  or  bondage  em- 
power, for  power  is  in  the  tongue  to  give 
life  or  death.  This  book  leads  youth  to  dis- 
cover that  the  Word  has  a  message  for  teen- 
age experiences.  It  helps  them  discover  the 
truth  which  can  and  will  set  them  free  and 
stand  against  the  spiritual  forces  of  this 
world. 

Certainly  when  Christ  sets  one  free  from 
bondage,  one  can  say,  "Thank  You  Jesus." 
This  book  also  helps  youth  discover  how 
God  through  the  Word  gives  answers  to 
problems  they  face.  This  book  helps  youth, 
discover  who  Jesus  is. 

A  Surprise  In  Disguise  relates  two  men 
traveling,  when  a  third  man  joins  them  on 


WOMAN'S  BAPTIST  HOME  AND  FOREIGN  MISSIONARY 

CONVENTION  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

AUXILIARY  TO  GBSC  •  2002  CALENDAR 

JANUARY 

(Prayer  Month  for  STATE  MISSIONS) 

12 

One  Day  Session,  Raleigh  Civic  Center 

FEBRUARY 

(Prayer  Month  for  NATIONAL  MISSIONS) 

MARCH 

31 

Easter 

APRIL 

6 

Statewide  Leaders'  Workshop,  Raleigh  Civic  Center 

MAY 

4 

Ministers'  Wives  and  Widows  Spring  Retreat 

JUNE 

1 

Young  Adults'  Retreat 

3-7 

Leadership  Training  Conference,  Baptist  Assembly,  Laurel  Hill 

9-14 

First  Week  of  Youth  Bible  Camp,  Baptist  Assembly,  Laurel  Hill 

16-21 

Second  Week  of  Youth  Bible  Camp,  Baptist  Assembly,  Laurel  Hill 

22 

Missions  Prayer  Day  (County  Unions,  et.  al.) 

23-28 

Third  Week  of  Youth  Bible  Camp,  Baptist  Assembly,  Laurel  Hill 

JULY 

28-Aug.  1 

Woman's  Baptist  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Convention, 

Winstori-Salem 

AUGUST 

(Prayer  month  for  THE  FAMILY) 

24-31 

Lott  Carey  Baptist  Foreign  Missions  Convention,  New  Orleans,  La. 

SEPTEMBER 

2-6 

National  Baptist  Convention,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

28 

Family  Missions  Conference,  First  Baptist,  Oxford 

OCTOBER  (Prayer  month  for  SHAW  UNIVERSITY  AND 

SHAW  DIVINITY  SCHOOL) 

12 

WBSC  Institute  Workers'  Workshop,  Baptist  Headquarters 

NOVEMBER 

2 

Youth  EvangeUsm  Conference,  Halifax  County  Union,  Host 

4 

World  Day  of  Prayer  (BWA  —  Woman's  Department) 

15 

Shaw  University  Founder's  Day  Convocation 

15-17 

Ministers'  Wives  and  Widows  Fall  Retreat 

28 

Thanksgiving  Day 

DECEMBER 

25 

Christmas  Day 

their  journey.  As  they  talk  with  Him,  they 
discover  He  knows  many  a  thing  that  brings 
wisdom,  knowledge,  and  inspiration  to  their 
lives.  They  learn  as  trey  continue  to  talk  to 
Him  that  He's  Jesus.  Is  Jesus  known  or  dis- 
guised in  our  family  arenas  by  the  lives  we 
live? 

In  The  Teaching  of  Jesus  are  pictures 
to  color  for  the  youngest  youth.  Each  pic- 
ture, however,  is  presented  by  a  scriptural 
concept  that  tells  a  story  concerning  the 
ministry  of  Jesus. 

So  it  is  that  The  Messenger/The  Mes- 
sage is  Jesus  who  is  essential  for  reaching 
the  masses.  Are  not  all  the  masses  related 
to  some  family  or  "family"  in  some  way  or 
another?  How  important  is  Christian  com- 
munication to  our  survival,  to  our  winning 
souls  for  Christ!  Reaching  the  masses 
through  the  family  will  give  many  thou- 
sands of  "tongues"  to  sing  (tell)  the  praises 
of  our  Savior  and  Lord,  regardless  in  what 
Ufe  station  they  find  themselves. 

O  For  A  Thousand  Tongues 
O  for  a  thousand  tongues  to  sing  My  great 

Redeemer's  praise. 
The  glories  of  my  God  and  King, 

The  triumphs  of  His  grace. 
My  gracious  Master  and  my  God,  Assist 

me  to  proclaim, 
To  spread  through  all  the  earth  abroad.  The 

honors  of  Thy  name. 
Jesus !  the  name  that  charms  our  fears.  That 

bids  our  sorrows  cease; 
'Tis  music  in  the  sinner's  ears,  'Tis  life,  and 

health,  and  peace. 
He  breaks  the  power  of  canceled  sin.  He 

sets  the  prisoner  free: 
His  blood  can  make  the  foulest  clean;  His 

blood  availed  for  me. 

— Charles  Wesley 
HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 
FOR  INFORMATION: 

1.  One-Day  Session  for  aU  departments 


Dr.  Priscilla  A.  Brodie 
Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 

will  convene  at  the  Raleigh  Civic  Center 
on  Saturday,  Jan.  12,  2002.  Sessions  begin 
at  9  a.m. 

2.  Committees  who  desire  to  meet  may 
meet  Saturday,  Jan.  12,  2002,  from  8  a.m. 
to  8:45  a.m.  in  the  arena. 

3.  Calendar:  Please  notice  the  calen- 
dar of  events  for  2002.  You  may  desire  to 
order  a  GBSC  calendar  booklet  ($6)  that 
contains  conventional  and  related  organi- 
zational dates.  You  may  secure  this  book- 
let from  the  office  of  the  Woman's  Con- 
vention or  GBSC. 

4.  Budget:  Quotas  have  been  sent  to 
churches  to  help  realize  the  missions  budget  If 
churches  (circles)  have  not  received  a  quota, 
please  write  the  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 
of  WBH&FMC  immediately.  Our  2001-02 
Budget  ($801^57.00)  includes:  Shaw  Univer- 
sity —  $49,500.00;  Shaw  Divinity  — 
$33,500.00;  Foreign  Missions— $80,200.00; 
Central  Children's  Home  —  $36,500.00; 
Baptist  Assembly  —  $40,500.00;  and  State 
Missions  —  $561,157.00. 

5.  Website:  please  visit  our  website  at 
www.wbh-fmc.org. 

6.  Youth  Bible  Camp:  Persons  who 
would  like  to  be  considered  for  counselors 
or  junior  counselors  for  the  upcoming  camp 
season  may  contact  the  office  of  the 
Woman's  Convention  for  an  application. 

7.  WBH&FMC  Nehemiah  Prayer 
Chain:  Please  see  the  announcement  re- 
garding the  Prayer  Chain  and  participate. 


THE  NEHEMIAH  PRAYER  CHAIN 

of  the 

Woman 's  Baptist  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Convention 
of  North  Carolina,  Auxiliary  to  GBSC,  Inc. 
Initiated  at  the  Leadership  Training  Conference 
J.J.  Baptist  Assembly,  June  10,  1999 

2  CHRONICLES  7:14 
"Every  time  I  feel  the  Spirit,  I'll  Pray" 
Participating  Counties 
Anson,  Brunswick,  Columbus,  Cumberland,  Durham,  Hertford,  Hoke,  Iredell,  Jones, 
Mecklenburg,  Onslow,  Orange,  Scotland,  Stanley,  Union  and  Vance. 
Each  county  should  have  prayer  warriors  committed  to  the  chain  that  pray 
every  time  the  Spirit  says  pray  for  our  families.  Woman's  Convention, 
churches  and  our  youth. 
Designated  times  to  pray: 
Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday  at  12  noon 
and  any  other  time  that  the  Spirit  says  so. 
Scriptures 

Acts  12:5,  James  4:21,  I  John  5:14-15,  Ephesians  6:18,  John  3:22,  Luke  18:1, 
James  5:16,  John  14:13-14,  Acts  1:14;  2:1-4,  41-42 

The  Prayer  Warriors  Chain  encourages  any  persons  who  desire  to  become  a 
link  in  the  chain  to  do  so  anytime  you  care  to. 

We  all  need  to  stay  prayed  up! 
Jesus  might  come  anytime! 

Mrs.  Robbie  Diggs,  chairperson 
Mrs.  Colene  Stanley,  co-chairperson 
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LAYMEN'S  LEAGUE  NEWS 


Study  Commission  Meeting  Held 


By  Romas  L.  Hales 

The  State  Laymen's  League  held  its  fi- 
nal Study  Commission  meeting  of  the  cal- 
endar year  on  Saturday,  Dec.  8,  2001. 

The  meeting  was  held  at  the  Commu- 
nity Baptist  Church  in  Durham,  N.C.,  where 
the  Rev.  Percy  Chase  serves  as  pastor.  It 
was  a  joy  to  see  approximately  200  men 
and  boys  in  attendance. 

There  was  an  Executive  Committee 
meeting  at  9  a.m.  conducted  by  President 
Jarvis  Morgan.  The  regular  session  was 
called  to  order  at  10  a.m.  with  first  vice 
president  John  Gladden  presiding.  We  had 
the  welcome  by  one  of  the  host  Laymen 
Deacon  Theodore  Speight.  Greetings  were 
given  by  President  Jarvis  Morgan  and  b  the 
host  Pastor  Rev.  Percy  Chase.  Music  was 
by  the  Male  Chorus  of  the  Community 
Baptist  Church. 

Brother  Theodore  David  conducted  the 
Christian  Education  Session.  He  conducted 
his  discussion  on  the  topic  "Knowing  and 
Carrying  Out  the  Will  of  God."  He  used 
the  scripture  Matthew  1:18-25  about  the 


birth  of  Jesus.  He  discussed  how  God's 
work  is  going  to  get  done.  During  his  dis- 
cussion he  had  two  questions  for  the  lay- 
men. 

(1)  Do  you  know  the  will  of  God  for 
your  life? 

(2)  Have  you  committed  yourself  to  ful- 
fill the  will  of  God  for  your  life?  In  his  dis- 
cussion he  emphasized  how  God  must  be 
and  is  going  to  be  glorified. 

Brother  Dallas  Foster,  Study  Commis- 
sion Chairman,  conducted  the  Study  Com- 
mission Workshop.  Brother  Foster  con- 
ducted the  workshop  on  the  topic  "How  To 
Pray."  This  topic  was  discussed  in  a  previ- 
ous session  but  since  there  were  several  re- 
quests to  conduct  another  workshop  on 
"How  To  Pray"  Brother  Foster  decided  to 
honor  the  requests. 

He  pointed  out  how  America  is  being 
threaten  from  within.  How  will  we  find  the 
faith  and  the  strength  to  endure  the  current 
of  these  trouble  times?  The  answer  is 
prayer.  Several  topics  were  outlined  and 
discussed. 


Happy  New  Year 


By  Romas  L.  Hales 

On  behalf  of  the  State  Laymen's  League 
of  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
North  Carolina,  Incorporated,  we  wish  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  wish  all  of  you  a 
Happy  New  Year.  Not  only  do  we  wish  you 
a  Happy  New  Year,  but  we  thank  you  for 
the  service  you  have  rendered,  the  work  you 
have  done,  your  prayers,  and  your  coop- 
eration during  the  past  year.  Let  us  also 
pause  and  count  our  blessings. 

May  we  thank  God  for  all  His  blessings 
the  past  year.  So  often  we  concentrate  on 
so  call  large  things  and  problems  and  the 
negativism  of  life  and  forget  the  major 
things  we  have  been  blessed  with.  Think 
of  the  things  God  has  blessed  us  with,  and 
the  things  He  has  done  for  us  that  we  were 
unable  to  do  for  ourselves.  Think  of  the 
times  the  past  year  He  has  solved  problems 
for  us  that  we  were  unable  to  solve.  Think 
of  the  times  He  has  let  what  we  thought 
were  problems  and  obstacles  in  our  lives 
be  stepping  stones,  kingdom  builders  and 
strength  for  a  greater  tomorrow. 

Through  the  Laymen's  League,  men  and 
boys  can  develop  the  discipline  of  bible 
study  and  prayer,  also  they  can  experience 
the  joy  of  being  part  of  a  caring  group  of 
believers.  The  Laymen's  League  can  help 
members  develop  skills  in  worshipping, 
witnessing,  ministering,  and  growing  to 
maturity  in  Christ.  In  the  Laymen's  League, 
men  and  boys  can  learn  what  makes  their 
way  of  Life  different  from  the  way  of  the 
world.  The  Laymen's  League  strives  to 
equip  its  members  to  respond  in  a  Chris- 


tian way  to  the  problems  and  the  pressures 
they  face  each  day.  Laymen  are  called  to 
use  their  gifts  to  contribute  to  the  work  of 
the  church.  All  Laymen  deserve  the  chance 
to  develop  as  disciples  and  to  grow  to  spiri- 
tual maturity. 

Laymen,  this  year  let  us  study  God's 
word  carefully  and  consistently.  "Try  hard 
to  show  yourself  worthy  of  God's  approval, 
as  a  labourer  who  need  not  be  ashamed;  be 
straightforward  in  your  proclamation  of  the 
truth."  (2  Tirhothy  2:15).  Let  us  be  wilUng 
to  do  whatever  is  necessary  to  be  an  effec- 
tive laymen  and  leader.  In  everything  let 
us  set  an  example  by  doing  good. 

As  we  make  plans  for  the  New  Year,  let 
us  try  to  make  sure  our  plans  are  God's 
plans  for  our  Uves.  While  we  think  and  plan 
for  the  financial  goals  we  want  to  reach, 
the  material  things  we  want  to  purchase  and 
for  the  things  we  want  to  do  for  our  fami- 
lies, friends  and  love  ones,  let  us  put  the 
things  we  want  to  do  for  the  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  list.  Remember  what  the  Psalm- 
ist David  said  in  the  103rd  Psalm:  "Bless 
the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  all  that  is  within 
me;  bless  His  holy  name.  Bless  the  Lord, 
O  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all  that  is  within 
me;  bless  His  holy  name.  Bless  the  Lord, 
O  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all  His  benefits; 
Who  forgiveth  all  thine  iniquities;  who 
healeth  all  thy  diseases;  who  redeemeth 
thy  life  from  destruction;  who  crowneth 
thee  with  loving  kindness  and  tender 
mercies;  who  satisfieth  thy  mouth  with 
good  things;  so  that  thy  youth  is  renewed 
like  the  eagle." 


Mcwe  a  Mapyp^  and 


Some  of  these  topics  were: 
The  Shortfalls  of  a  Prayerless  Life 
Prayer  As  a  Unique  Blessing 
Real  Prayer  Defined 
A  Perfect  Model  to  Emulate 
Jesus  Prayed 

The  Necessity  of  Prayer  in  Our  Lives 
Making  Prayer  a  Priority 

Brother  Foster  gave  a  list  of  statements  and 
supporting  scripture  on  the  two  topics  of  "Why 
Pray"  and  "How  to  Pray."  Hie  session  was  good 
and  generated  a  lot  of  discussion. 

Brother  Henry  Holbrook  was  in  charge  of 
the  youth  session.  We  were  pleased  to  have  had 
a  large  number  of  youth  fiiom  across  the  state  in 
attendance.  Thanks  to  the  men  that  volunteer  to 
help  conduct  the  youth  sessions. 

President  Morgan  conducted  a  business 
session  following  the  workshops.  The  busi- 
ness session  consisted  of  general  reports 
from  the  president,  the  youth,  and  the  lay- 
men field  worker.  The  president  reported 
on  the  calendar  project  for  2002,  the  bud- 
get of  $50,000  and  how  each  church  and 
association  is  being  asked  for  an  assessment 


Romas  Hales 
Laymen's  League  Coordinator 

of  $400  for  the  year. 

A  thanks  to  Rev.  Chase,  the  laymen's 
league  and  members  of  the  Community 
Baptist  Church  for  hosting  the  meeting  and 
the  wonderful  meal.  They  donated  the  funds 
received  for  the  lunch  to  the  General  Bap- 
tist State  Convention  Laymen's  League. 
Thank  you  very  much. 

The  next  Study  Commission  meeting 
will  be  held  on  March  9,  2002,  at  the  First 
Baptist  Church  in  Raleigh.  Please  make 
plans  to  attend. 

May  God  continue  to  bless  you. 


THE  HANDBOOK  for  Pastor's  and  Minister's  Wives  By  A.P.  Wyfe 

Thought  provoking  Biblically  based 
Dedicated  to  the  ministry  of  being  a  "Help  meet"  Gen.  2:18 

Written  by  a  pastor's  wife  for  pastor's  and  ministers'  wives 
OVER  950  SCRIPTURE  REFERENCES! 
$14.95  check  or  MO  (postpaid)  to: 
The  KR  Company 
110  W.  9th  St.,  Box  321,  Wiknington,  DE  19801 
Send  for  yours  Today!  •  Allow  4  weeks  for  delivery 


Church  needs  have  changed! 

CHURCH  BUS  FOR  SALE!!!! 

Excellent  Condition-1991  Chevy  350  Engine,  23  passengers,  new  tires 
&  transmission  &  less  than  13,000  miles 

Contact  Brother  Alexander  Hayes  at  (336)  498-3197  for  further 
information  after  6  p.m.  or  leave  a  message. 


A&O  CHURCH  FURNITURE 

PO  Box  1053,  Jamestown,  NO  27282  Showroom:  1005  Greensboro  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27250 

Local  336-454-5145  •  Fax  336-5583  •  Toll  1-800-523-9058  •  E-mail  Address:  aochurchfumiture@hotmail.com 


•Wholesale 
Pricing  to  Churches  & 
Church  Affiliated  Schools 

•Classroom  Seating 

•Chalkboards 

•Bulletin  Boards 

•Folding  Tables 

•Folding  Chairs 

•Rocking  Chairs 

•Storage  Caddies 

•Teachers  Desks 


•Easels 

•Juvenile  Furniture 
•Folding  Stages 
•Activity  Tables 
•Library  Furniture 
•Folding  Doors 
•Room  Dividers 
•Office  Desks 
•Cabinets 

•Commercial  Carpet 


•Lecterns 

•Coat  Racks 

•Nursery  Cribs  &  Cots 

•Pews 

•Carpet 

•Stained  Glass 

•Pew  Upholstering 

•Pew  Cu.shions 

•Educational  Furniture 

•Baptistries 


A&O  is  Alpha  &  OMEGA  (Your  Source  for  Complete  Church  Furniture) 


The  Motley  Group  Realty 

Providing  real  estate  services  for  the  purchase  or  sale 
of  churches,  homes  and  raw  land 

Served  by: 

Broker:  James  Motley 
Sales  Associaties: 
George  Bamer,  Monica  Evans, 
Karen  Kraus,  Jeff  Locus, 

(919)  844-0999  Office  (919)  844-1211 

email:  motleygroup@inindspring.com 
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ELECTION  NEWS 


Rev.  Nilous  M.  Avery  II  Announces  Candidacy 
For  2nd  Vice-President  of  the  GBSC,  N.C.,  Inc. 


To  my  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  Gen- 
eral Baptist  "tie"  that  binds  our  hearts  in 
Christian  love:  "Praise  be  to  the  God  and 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father 
of  compassion  and  the  God  of  all  comfort, 
who  comforts  us  in  all  our  troubles,  so  that 
we  can  comfort  those  in  any  trouble  with 
the  comfort  we  ourselves  have  received 
from  God"  (2  Corinthians  1:3-4,  NIV). 

With  this  powerful  challenge  and  assur- 
ance as  a  foundation,  I  humbly  and  prayer- 
fully announce  that  I  am  a  candidate  for 
the  office  of  2nd  Vice-President  of  the  Gen- 
eral Baptist  State  Convention  of  N.C.,  Inc. 
I  come  before  you  as  one  who  is  the  least 
among  you  and  do  not  even  deserve  to  be 
all  that  I  am.  "But  by  the  Grace  of  God,  I 
am  what  I  am..."  (1  Corinthians  15:10a). 

Words  are  not  adequate  to  express  the 
humility  and  gratitude  I  have  for  such  a  time 
as  this.  Words  are  also  inadequate  to  ex- 
press the  profound  love  I  cherish  for  the 
relationship,  fellowship,  friendship,  and 
kinship  that  I  share  with  each  of  you  in 
Christ  Jesus.  In  the  past,  you  have  allowed  the 
mantle  of  ministiy  and  leadership  to  be  placed 
upon  me  with  a  deep  and  sincere  trust.  I  have 
sought  to  be  faithful  in  all  of  this.  By  the  power, 
presence,  and  provision  of  God's  abundant 
grace,  I  pledge  to  continue  to  uphold  the  charge 
to  keep  that  I  have  under  the  blood-stained  ban- 
ner of  the  risen  Christ 

Please  allow  me  to  briefly  share  with  you 
three  points:  Voyage,  Vision,  &  Victory. 
First,  my  Voyage  has  been  one  that  was  and 
is  ordained  by  God  who  knew  me  before  I 
was  formed  and  set  me  apart  before  I  was 
bom.  I  am  the  oldest  of  four  children  bom 
to  Rev.  Dr.  N.M.  Avery  and  Mrs.  Christine 
Watson  Avery.  I  am  a  native  of  Asheville, 
N.C.  and  a  son  of  the  Hill  Street  Baptist 
Church  as  well  as  the  Mud  Creek  Associa- 
tion. I  matriculated  at  Shaw  University, 
Western  Carolina  University,  and  Shaw  Di- 
vinity School.  Presently,  I  serve  as  Pastor  of 


the  historic  Mount  Zion  Baptist  Church  in 
SaUsbury,  N.C.  where  the  Lord  has  blessed 
us  with  nine  years  of  fruitful  ministry. 

Currently,  our  stewardship  involves  A 
Passion  for  God  and  Compassion  for 
People  through  service  on:  numerous  lo- 
cal, regional,  and  national  religious  and 
civic  boards;  the  Rowan  Association;  the 
National  Baptist  Convention,  USA,  Inc.; 
and  the  Lott  Carey  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Convention.  I  am  a  lifelong  member  of  the 
General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  N.C, 
Inc.  God  has  blessed  me  to  serve  in  varied 
areas  of  ministry  in  our  great  Convention: 

•  Participant  in  the  summer  youth  camps 
(formerly  held  at  Shaw  University) 

•  The  Executive  Committee  and  the 
General  Board 

•  The  Evangelism  Committee 

•  The  Program  Committee 

•  The  Committee  for  Higher  Learning 

•  The  Election  Committee 

•  4th  Vice-President  of  the  GBSC,  N.C, 
Inc. 

Second,  my  Vision  for  ministry  through 
our  Convention  is  anchored  in  several  con- 
victions. We  must  be  United  in  Christ,  Pro- 
pelled by  Hope,  and  Equipped  for  Minis- 
try. We  must  have  A  Passion  for  God  and 
Compassion  for  People.  As  your  2nd  Vice 
President,  I  will  "assist  the  President  in  the 
operation  of  the  Convention,  and  shall  per- 
form all  other  duties  {regarding}  this  of- 
fice," and  "shall  chair  the  Committee  for 
the  Department  of  Foreign  Missions"  (Ar- 
ticle V,  Section  6,  Item  #4).  This  involves 
promoting  and  supporting  the  Lott  Carey 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Convention,  the 
Foreign  Mission  Bureau,  Overseas  Adop- 
tion Plan,  C.A.R.E.,  C.O.R.E.,  and  other 
foreign  mission  programs.  My  goal  is  to 
encourage  and  challenge  all  members  of  our 
Convention  to  support  foreign  missions 
through:  Participation,  Cultivation,  Eleva- 
tion, and  Multiplication.  I  wiU  expand  and 


Announcement  of  Candidacy 
For  the  Office  of  Vice  President 
at  Large,  GBSC  of  N.C,  Inc. 


I  am  hereby  aimouncing  my  candidacy 
for  the  office  of  Vice  President  At  Large  of 
our  great  Convention  for  the  2002  election 
to  be  held  during  the  135th  Aimual  Session. 
My  experience  as  a  Missionary  Baptist  pas- 
tor for  28  years,  plus  my  experience  as  an 
officer  and  a  leader  in  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention  (having  served  as  Assis- 
tant Recording  Secretary,  Recording  Secre- 
tary, Third  Vice  President,  Second  Vice  Presi- 
dent, First  Vice  President,  General  Board  and 
Executive  Committee,  among  others),  have 
helped  to  uniquely  qualify  me  for  this  office. 

I  humbly  request  the  prayers  and  sup- 
port of  the  General  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion family  in  this  endeavor.  If  elected,  I 
pledge  to  uphold  the  Constitution  of  this 
Convention.  Furthermore,  as  constitution- 
ally mandated,  I  pledge  to  (1)  preside  over 
the  deliberations  of  the  Convention  in  the 
absence  of  the  President,  or  at  the  request 
of  the  President,  and  (2)  assist  the  Presi- 


Dr.  J.H.  Grant 

dent  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  work  of  the 
Convention  and  preside  over  the  General 
Board. 


expound  upon  these  principles  in  the  com-* 
ing  days  and  months. 

Finally,  our  Victory  is  affirmed  at  Cal- 
vary and  an  empty  tomb.  We  must  never 
stray  from  that  which  is  our  power  source: 
the  love  of  God  manifested  in  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  We  must  advance  the  gospel, 
celebrate  the  ordinances,  and  send  out  mis- 
sionaries (Acts  13:1-4).  In  the  words  of  our 
Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ:  "My  food  is 
to  do  what  God  wants!  God  is  the  one  who 
sent  me  and  I  must  finish  the  work  God 
gave  me  to  do. ..Open  your  eyes  and  look 
at  the  field !  They  are  ripe  for  harvest."  (John 
4:34,  35b,  paraphrased). 

Please  continue  to  support  the  work  God 
gave  us  to  do  through  the  Convention  in 
your  prayers  and  total  stewardship.  Pray  for 
all  of  our  officers,  auxiliaries,  and  the  can- 
didates in  the  upcoming  election.  May  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  fall  fresh  on  us  as  we 


Rev.  Nilous  M.  Avery  II 

strive  to  be  all  that  God  created  us  to  be.  I 
look  forward  to  meeting  and  sharing  with 
all  of  you  in  the  near  future. 

I  issue  a  call  to  my  Christian  brothers  and 
sisters  who  have  declared  or  may  declare  their 
candidacy  in  the  Convention:  "BE  ON  YOUR 
GUARD;  STAND  FIRM  IN  THE  FAITH,  BE 
{PEOPLE}  OF  COURAGE;  BE  STRONG. 
DO  EVERYTHING  IN  LOVE"  (1 
CORINTHIANS  16:13-14,NIV).TOGODBE 
ALL  GLORY,  HONOR,  AND  PRAISE! 
AMEN! 


General  Baptist  Convention 
Of  North  Carolina  Foundation 

1400  Crescent  Green,  Suite  G-lOO,  Gary,  N.C.  27511 
Phone:  (919)  858-7847  or  1  (866)  OURGODl  (687-4631)  Toll  Free 
Web  site:  www.GBSConline.org. 

The  Millennium  Stewardship  Campaign  has  a  goal  of  raising  3  mil- 
lion DOLLARS  IN  30  MONTHS  TO  CREATE  AN  ENDOWMENT,  WHICH  WILL 
ASSIST  IN  FUNDING  THE  EXPANSION  OF  THE  PROGRAMS  OF  THE  GENERAL 

Baptist  State  Convention  of  N.C,  Inc. 

The  Foundation  has  two  ways  to  meet  this  goal: 

1 .  )  Donations  from  individuals,  member  churches  and  corporations. 

2.  )  Voucher  Program  (please  call  for  details) 


Programs  for  the  Church? 

+  Church  Loan  Package  Assistance 

&  Package  Review 
+  Up  to  $1,500  Discounted  on 

Loan  Origination  Fees 
+  Incorporating  Services 
+  Economic  Empowerment  Seminars 
+  Web  Page  Design  &  Hosting 
+  Mail  Exchange  Service 
+  Computer  Hardware  &  Software 
+  Voice  &  Web  Conferencing 
+  Electronic  Stewardship 


Programs  for  the  Individual? 

+  Will  Preparation 

+  Low  Cost  Life  Insurance 

+  Investment  Club  Start-Up  Assistance 

+  Individually  Tailored  Financial  Plans 

+  Self-Employed  and/or  Business 

Owner  Financial  Plans 
+  Mail  Exchange  Service 
+  Computer  Hardware  &  Software 
+  Internet  Service  Access 
+  Electronic  Stewardship 


Each  donor  will  receive  a  defined  &  measurable  economic  benefit  in  return  for  their  support. 


m  CO-OPERAriOiSMM5MPUTlNG 
A&B  ASSET  MANAGEN'ENT  1711  Fanington  Point  Road 

1400  Crescent  Green,  Suite  G- 100  Chapel  Hill,  N.C.  27517 

Gary,  N.C.  2751 1  Ph:  (919)  933-7300  •  Fax  (919)  933-7340 

Fh:  (919)  858-7817  •  Fax  (919)  816-9241  www.ICN-Computing.com 


SUPPORT  YOUR  CANDIDATES 
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A  Clarion  Plea  For  The 
Children  of  Christmas 


By  Dr.  Simon  A.  Burney,  Ph.D. 

Executive  Director  of  Resource 
Development 

Please  Donate  a  Toy  for  a  Child  and 
Non-Perishable  foods  for  a  family  today! 

During  the  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas 
holidays  many  impoverished  American  fami- 
Ues  and  children  are  severely  impacted  due 
to  the  lack  of  food  to  eat  and  toys  for  chil- 
dren to  play  with  during  the  hohdays.  Dur- 
ing this  special  time  of  the  year,  many  poor 
families  that  were  dislocated  by  hurricane 
Floyd  will  not  have  a  Christmas  to  enjoy  or 
to  remember.  Beheve  it  or  not,  there  are  still 
so  many  families  that  are  currentiy  displaced 
by  hurricane  Floyd.  It  was  recently  reported 
that  Edgecombe  (consisting  of  Princeville, 
Tarboro,  and  part  of  Rocky  Mount,  NC) 
county  has  only  completed  25%  of  their  com- 
munity development  and  recovery  program. 

Friends  Helping  Friends  Outreach  Center, 
in  partnership  with  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  is  seeking  your  generous  donations 
and  non-perishable  food  items  (can  goods)  to 
assist  famiUes  and  children  of  Edgecombe  and 
Nash  counties.  You  may  kindly  send  your  do- 
nations of  support  to  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  in  C/O  Operation  Friends  Helping 
Friends. 

Since  November  of  1999,  Operation 
Friends  Helping  Friends  Outreach  Center 
has  been  serving  five  FEMA  mobile  home 
campsite  communities  of  Nash  and 
Edgecombe  counties,  just  after  hurricane 


'  Floyd  devastated  Eastern  North  Carolina. 
The  mission  of  Friends  Helping  Friends 
Outreach  center  is  to  support  families  in 
their  healthy  development  and  growth 
within  the  community. 

To  date,  the  outreach  center  has  hundreds 
of  famihes  with  ther^utic  counseUng,  com- 
munity resource  referrals,  food  distribution, 
clothing,  rental  assistance,  utility  assistance,  pro- 
pane gas  for  heating  mobile  campers,  and  house 
iumiture.  The  organization  has  sponsored  many 
youth  and  teen  educational  enrichment  work- 
shops, recreational  Oips,  provided  family  re- 
source support  services,  and  employment  re- 
source referrals. 

It  seems  very  apparent  that  many 
people  are  simply  tired  of  hearing  about  the 
families  impacted  by  Hurricane  Floyd. 
Some  have  stated  that  the  people  should  go 
back  to  their  homes,  because  there  has  been 
more  than  enough  time  and  moneys  re- 
leased for  assistance.  Other  persons  not  ef- 
fected by  the  flood  have  said  that  some 
people  are  still  taking  advantage  of  the  sys- 
tem. However,  the  truth  of  the  matter  is  that 
most  people  have  no  idea  of  what  so  many 
families  have  been  going  through  or  the 
bureaucratic  red  tape  that  they  have  to  deal 
with,  or  the  credit  qualification  hassles  that 
bar  them  from  qualifying  for  affordable 
single  family  homes. 

There  is  no  way  for  anyone  to  really 
know  what  the  flood  survivors  true  pain  and 
feelings  are,  unless  you  have  lost  everything 


yourself  in  the  flood,  and  have  to  start  re- 
building your  life  over  again  with  nothing. 
There  are  still  so  many  famiUes  trying  very 
hard  to  move  into  suitable  housing  and  re- 
establish an  environment  of  stability  for 
their  lives  and  children. 

There  are  still  hundreds  of  people  who  for- 
merly lived  in  pubhc  or  government  housing, 
of  which  constmction  will  not  be  completed  for 
another  two  or  three  years.  This  simply  means 
that  many  senior  citizens,  single  parents,  and 
low-income  families  will  be  waiting  for  afford- 
able housing  for  the  duration  of  yet  another  three 
years.  For  many  people,  there  is  no  other  choice. 
They  cannot  afford  anything  else.  There  are  yet, 
still  many  homeowners  seeking  financial  assis- 
tance for  repairs,  while  others  are  still  waiting 
on  buy  out  funds  to  purchase  new  homes. 
The  GBSC  Housing  Committee  has 
done  a  great  job,  Yet  much  more  still 
needs  to  be  done 

There  are  also  many  famiUes  that  are 
moving  out  of  temp  housing  and  Uving  with 
other  family  members  just  to  have  some 
type  of  stability  for  their  school  age  chil- 
dren. After  waiting  for  two  years  to  find  a 
home  to  rent,  some  families  still  have  to 
wait  yet  several  more  years  before  they  can 
find  or  move  into  suitable  and  affordable 
housing.  The  Friends  Helping  Friends  Out- 
reach Center  continue  to  receive  many  calls 
for  home  furniture,  household  items  and 
appliances,  transportation  assistance,  and 
the  Ust  goes  on  because  the  needs  and  the 
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community  resources.  In-kind  donations 
and  financial  contributions  of  assistance  are 
so  very  limited. 

Will  You  Prayerfully  Respond  To 
This  Plea  for  the  Children 

If  you  have  a  heart  for  missions,  and 
would  tike  to  serve  a  needy  child  and  fam- 
ily, please  call  now:  Friends  Helping 
Friends  Outireach  Center  at  (252)  266-2953 
or  you  may  call  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  at  1-800-639-4272.  You  may 
send  all  checks  or  donated  items  of  sup- 
port for  Operation  Friends  Helping  Friends 
Holiday  Food  &  Toy  Drive,  to  Friends 
Helping  Friends  Outreach  Center^  Inc. 
at  P.O.  Box  1985,  341  Raleigh  Road, 
Rocky  Mount,  NC  27802. 

The  Friends  Helping  Friends  organi- 
zation would  hke  you  to  know  that  your 
prayers.  In-kind  donations  of  assistance, 
and  financial  contributions  of  support,  is 
greatly  appreciated. 


New  Year's 
Resolutions 

As  we  are  entering  into  the  New  Year  some 
of  us  are  making  new  year's  resolutions.  Some 
will  say  we're  so  fat,  some  will  say  we're  too 
skinny  and  some  of  us  will  even  say  we  are 
going  to  be  nicer  We  wiU  go  on  diets,  even 
young  people,  and  eat  more  to  get  bigger  We 
will  even  be  nicer  for  a  month  or  two.  The  most 
important  thing  for  us  to  do  is  to  do  what's  right. 
If  we  are  so  fat,  we  need  to  F — fast  and  pray,  A 
—  acknowledge  God  in  all  our  ways,  and  T — 
tmst  in  the  Lx)rd  with  all  our  heart.  If  we  are  too 
skinny,  tiy  S  —  speaking  kind  words,  K  — 
knowing  Him  better,  1  —  inheriting  the  King- 
dom, N  —  new  mercies  every  morning,  N  — 
nourish  in  words  of  faith  and  Y — yielding  our- 
selves to  the  Lord. 

All  of  us  should  live  together  in  peace.  Try 
to  understand  each  otiier.  Love  each  other  as 
brothers  do.  Be  kind  and  humble.  Don't  be  mean 
to  a  person  to  pay  him  back  for  being  mean  to 
you.  And  do  not  insult  someone  to  pay  him  back 
for  insuJting  you.  Instead,  ask  God  to  bless  that 


Delores  Griffey 


person.  That  is  doing  what's  right 

Always  be  ready  to  tell  Jesus  and  his  good- 
ness to  anyone  who  asks.  Answer  them  in  a 
gentie  way  with  respect.  Do  things  that  are  right 
and  pleasing  in  the  sight  of  God.  Then,  anyone 
who  says  bad  things  about  your  good  life  in 
Christ  win  be  ashamed  of  what  they  said  It  is 
better  to  suffer  for  doing  well  than  wrong.  Do 
what's  right  I  Peter  3:8-17. 

Micah  6:8  states,  "He  has  showed  you,  O 
man,  what  is  good.  And  what  does  the  Lord 
require  of  you?  To  act  justiy  and  to  love  mercy 
and  to  walk  humbly  with  your  God" 

Matthew  22:36-40  tells  us  abut  the  greatest 
commandment  in  the  law.  Jesus  said,  "Love  the 
Lord  your  God  with  all  your  heart  and  with  all 
your  soul  and  with  your  entire  mind.  This  is  the 
first  and  greatest  commandment  And  the  sec- 
ond is  like:  Love  your  neighbor  as  yourself.  AU 
the  law  and  the  prophets  hang  on  these  two  com- 
mandments." 

Do  what's  right! 


Submitted  by 
Dr.  H.C.  Miller 
Chairman  of  Evangelism 

A  Real  To 
Do  Better 


Grace  and  peace  to  our  great  Convention 
family. 

Our  God  did  great  and  powerful  things 
for  us  and  through  us  in  the  year  200 1 ;  and 
for  that  we  do  give  Him  praise.  This  new 
year  approaches  us  with  a  chance  for  a  fresh 
start  in  the  areas  of  our  lives  that  were  not 
up  to  par  last  year.  The  only  requirement  in 
beginning  this  fresh  year  is  to  do  so  now.  If 
we  fail  to  start  the  needed  change  this  year, 
we  will  end  this  new  year  like  we  did  the 
old  one.  The  Book  of  II  Corinthians  5:19 
reads  "for  the  Love  of  God  constraineth  us." 
Here  the  apostle  Paul  answers  questions  of 
why  we  must  attempt  to  improve  on  our 
past  record.  Why  do  we  press  on  when 
times  are  hard,  because  the  love  of  God 
constrains  us.  Why  do  we  try  to  continue 
to  please  God  when  society  makes  it  so  easy 
and  acceptable  to  do  otherwise.  The  Love 
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of  God  constrains  us.  Why  do  we  place  so 
much  importance  in  a  well  rounded  church 
life  with  sound  doctrinal  preaching,  when 
we  are  constantly  told  that  church  is  un- 
necessary. Because  the  Love  of  God  con- 
strains us.  We  cannot  help  but  feel  immea- 
surable love  towards  Him  when  we  see 
what  He  is  doing  and  has  done  for  us.  And 
especially  when  we  understand  why  He  has 
done  it.  God  became  humanity;  came  to  us; 
suffered  at  our  hands;  then  died  for  us.  And 
to  think  he  did  it  all  for  us  because  He  loved 
us.  It's  no  wonder  we  feel  compelled  to  do 
that  which  is  good  in  the  sight  of  God.  The 
Love  of  God  constrains  us.  If  you  do  not, 
by  some  absence  of  conscience,  feel  a  com- 
pulsion to  righteousness  and  Godliness, 
perhaps  you  need  to  rekindle  your  aware- 
ness for  what  God  has  done  for  you.  If  you 
do,  the  Love  of  God  will  constrain  you 
through  the  rest  of  your  life. 
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COREY 
Birthday:  April  27, 1990 

Introducing  Corey,  Herlone  and 
Deontre: 

Corey,  Herlone  and  Deontre  are  pleas- 
ant, friendly  boys.  Corey,  being  the  oldest, 
is  more  serious  and  feels  protective  of  the 
younger  boys. 

Herlone  has  a  great  heart  and  likes  to 
please  others. 

Deontre  is  the  "baby"  and  still  likes  to 
be  cuddled. 

A  Closer  Look  at  Corey: 

Corey  is  attractive  and  energetic.  He 
loves  aU  sports,  but  especially  basketball 
and  in-line  skating.  Corey  is  somewhat 
quiet  and  cautious  when  meeting  new 
people,  but  once  he  is  comfortable,  he  re- 
laxes and  will  show  his  affection  with  hugs. 
His  foster  family  says  Corey  is,  "an  intelli- 
gent, passionate  child  who  hkes  challenges, 
responds  to  praise  and  cares  deeply  for  his 
brothers."  He  is  very  bright  and  has  won 
an  award  for  his  excellent  reading  skills. 
Corey  does  best  with  redirection,  as  dem- 
onstrated at  his  daycare  when  he  got  in 
trouble  with  some  unsuitable  kids.  His 
daycare  teacher  appointed  Corey  to  be 
"teacher's  helper,"  which  he  reaUy  likes. 


HERLONE 
Birthday:  April  16, 1991 

Corey  attends  counseling  to  help  him  deal 
with  his  feelings  and  the  uncertainty  of  his 
future. 

A  Closer  Look  at  Herlone: 

Herlone  is  a  friendly,  engaging  boy  with 
a  pleasant  personality  and  a  desire  to  please 
those  around  him.  He  takes  great  pride  in 
his  appearance  and  likes  to  dress  well  and 
look  nice.  Herlone  is  a  very  clean-cut  young 
man  with  good  manners,  good  personal 
hygiene  and  an  appreciation  for  what  is 
done  for  him.  He  likes  to  ride  his  bike  and 
play  sports  like  soccer,  football,  basketball 
and  baseball.  Herlone  also  enjoys  playing 
with  friends,  skating,  painting  and  draw- 
ing. In  school,  Herlone  receives  daily  re- 
source assistance  in  his  exceptional 
children's  program.  He  attends  counseling 
to  help  him  deal  with  his  feelings  and  his 
low  self-esteem.  Herlone  needs  to  remem- 
ber to  always  tell  the  truth,  even  if  he  knows 
it  will  get  him  into  trouble. 

A  Closer  Look  at  Deontre: 

Deontre  is  a  pleasant,  friendly  and 
happy  Uttle  boy  who  loves  attention  and  af- 
fection. Although  small  for  his  age,  Deontre 
has  big  dreams  and  goals.  He  is  talkative 
and  smiles  most  of  the  time.  Deontre  is 
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I     SHARE  THE  VISION  WITH  US! !  HELP  US  SPREAD  THE  WORD 
THE  GENERAL  BAPTIST  STATE  CONVENTION  OF 
NORTH  CAROLINA,  INC.  & 
THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  AFRICAN- AMERICAN  FAITH 
COMMUNITIES  UNITED  FOR  CHILDREN:  ADOPTION 
AND  FOSTER  CARE 
Making  A  Difference  in  the  Life  of  a  Child 
Finding  Adoptive  and  Foster  Care  Homes  for  African-American  Children 
The  North  Carolina  African- American  Faith  Communities  United  for  Children,  a 
partnership  with  North  CaroUna  Division  of  Social  Services,  is  comprised  of  African- 
American  congregations  and  community  organizations  from  across  the  State,  NAY- 
KEL  and  the  North  CaroUna  Association  of  Black  Social  Workers  committed  to  find- 
ing adoptive  and  foster  homes  for  African- American  children. 
Yes,  I'd  Like  to  do  my  part  ... 

Please  complete  and  return  to  Dr.  Joseph  Paige. 
I'd  Uke  someone  to  call  me. 

Please  send  me  infonnation  about  adoption.  Please  send  me  information  about  foster  care. 
I'd  hke  to  be  a  field  worker 

□  I  am  interested  in  being  an  adoptive  parent.  Q  pd      to  be  a  county  volunteer. 

□  I  am  interested  in  being  a  foster  care  parent. 

□  I'd  like  to  be  a  church  volunteer     □  Other  (please  specify) 

Name  .  

Phone  Number  


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


County:  

Contact  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige  at  2610  Albemarle  Ave.,  Raleigh,  NC  27610, 
919-231-9774,  919-618-8343,  mobile  •  e-mail:  joepaigesr@aol.com 


DEONTRE 
Birthday:  December  19, 1992 

quite  playful  and  has  a  vivid  imagination. 
He  enjoys  play  acting,  riding  his  bike  and 
playing  outdoors.  He  also  enjoys  drawing, 
coloring  and  watching  TV.  Deontre  is  at  the 
top  of  his  class  in  reading  and  spelling.  Like 
Corey,  Deontre  has  also  won  an  award  for 
his  excellent  reading  skills.  Deontre  re- 
sponds well  to  praise  and  encouragement. 
He  hkes  a  challenge,  but  being  the  young- 
est, he  is  more  a  follower  than  a  leader. 

A  Family  for  Corey,  Herlone  and  Deontre: 
Although  these  pleasant  brothers  do  not 
currently  live  in  the  same  home,  they  visit 
each  other  often  and  hope  to  find  a  loving, 
permanent  family  that  will  want  and  accept 
them  all.  However,  their  caseworker  will 
consider  other  options,  if  necessary.  Corey, 
Herlone  and  Deontre  are  three  nice  boys 
who  need  a  loving  home  with  lots  of  struc- 
ture, consistency,  praise  and  encourage- 
ment. (NC  #036-374)  (NC  #036-376)  (NC 
#036-375) 


WANTED!! 

•ADOPTED  PARENT 

•  FOSTER  CARE  PARENT 

•  VOLUNTEER  ADOPTION 

AND  FOSTER  CARE 
ADVOCATES  URGENT! 
Please  contact: 
Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige  or 
Dr.  Dorothy  A.  Demby-Paige 
2610  Albemarle  Avenue,  Raleigh, 
NC  27610  •  919-231-9774,-  Fax 
919-212-3656;  or  e-maU: 
joepaigesr@aol.com  or 
dottiedem  @  maxxconnect.net 


FOSTER  CARE 
&  ADOPTION 
NEWS 

We  urgently  seek  to  identify  per- 
sons interested  in  becoming 
Adoptive  and/or  Foster  Care 
Parents  in  each  of  the  100  coun- 
ties. There  is  an  urgency.  Every 
child  deserves  a  loving  and  car- 
ing home. 

Please  contact  at: 

Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige  or  Dr. 
Dorothy  A.  Demby-Paige 
2610  Albemarle  Avenue  27610 
919-231-9774  •  E-mail: 
joepaigesr@aol.com 


ADOPTION  AND  FOSTER  CARE 

Ministry  of  the  GBSC  State  &  Convention  of  N.C.,  Inc. 
By  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige,  Chairperson 

Greetings  and  Peace  on  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  would  like  to  request  your  active 
participation  and  support  of  the  North  Carolina  African- American  Faith  Communities 
United  for  Children:  Adoption  and  Foster  Care. 

This  Initiative  is  a  cooperative  partnership  between  the  General  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion and  Human  Services,  Division  of  Social  Services.  Ours  is  an  exciting  and  challeng- 
ing journey,  and  a  real  opportunity  to  make  a  serious  contribution  to  a  real  serious  cause 
at  this  time. 

The  Afiican-American  Children's  Initiative  Adoption  and  Foster  Care,  as  a  coopera- 
tive church-based  effort  designed  to  help  identify  African- American  single  persons  and 
couples  who  are  interested  in  adoption  African- American  children  or  becoming  foster 
parents  to  African- American  children.  This  initiative  is  based  on  the  fact  that  every  child 
deserves  a  long,  nurturing  and  caring  home. 

At  the  present  time,  there  are  many  African- American  children  in  the  North  Carolina 
Foster  Care  System,  both  boys  and  girls,  who  are  currently  eligible  for  this  effort.  The 
goal  is  to  help  speed  up  the  adoption  process.  Time  is  of  profound  essence.  There  is  also 
an  urgency  to  identify  potential  Foster  Care  parents. 

We  are  anxious  to  make  a  real  difference  within  the  next  few  months  and  we  can  do 
this  only  with  your  help.  Volunteers  will  receive  additional  guidance  fi-om  us  on  market- 
ing strategies  in  your  respective  areas  just  as  soon  as  I  hear  from  you.  In  addition,  we  are 
in  the  process  of  soliciting  and  identifying  volunteers  to  work  with  us  throughout  the  state 
in  the  following  categories,  and  we  are  requesting  your  assistance. 

1.  County  Adoption/Foster  Care  Recruitment  Volunteer  Coordinators  (one  volunteer 
for  each  county). 

2.  Church  Adoption/Foster  Care  Recruitment  Volunteer  Coordinators  (one  per  church) 

3.  We  are  also  requesting  Adoption/Foster  Care  Recruitment  Volunteer  coordinators  to 
work  with  us  at  the  town,  city,  and  area  levels,  to  help  us  spread  the  world  that  all  children 
need  and  deserve  a  loving  and  caring  home. 

If  you  agree  to  serve  as  a  volunteer  or  if  you  know  someone  who  is  willing  to  serve 
with  us,  write  me  today  and  mail  it  to  me  at  the  address  below: 
Dr  Joseph  C.  Paige,  Chairperson 
The  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry 
PC  Box  24273,  Raleigh,  NC  27611-5273 

Please  don't  hesitate  to  call  me  if  you  have  any  questions  (9 1 9)  23 1 -9774.  Or  you  can  e-mail 
me  at  JoePaigeSr@aoLcom  or  you  can  also  e-mail  me  at  JoePaigeSr@aol.com 
I  look  forward  to  working  with  you. 
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By  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige  Sr. 
Dr.  Dorothy  A.  Demby  Paige 
Again,  we  greet  you  in  The  Blessed  Name 
of  Our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ! 

We  experienced  in  December  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  spirit  generated  during  our 
various  National  Adoption  Awareness 
Month  Celebrations.  We  want  to  thank  our 
moderators,  pastors,  clergy,  missionary  and 
laity  for  their  continuing  support  —  above 
and  beyond  the  call  of  duty.  So  many  people 
have  called  us  expressing  an  interest  to  as- 
sist as  a  result  of  our  continuing  presenta- 
tions throughout  the  State,  our  monthly 
spreads  in  the  Baptist  Informer  and  The 
Carolinian  (a  twice-weekly  newspaper). 

The  National  Adoption  Awareness 
Month  in  November  gave  us  a  big  boost. 
The  month  was  one  of  celebration  and 
praise,  a  time  to  take  a  serious  look  at  the 
plight  of  our  children  —  those  in  the  North 
Carolina  Foster  Care  System,  and  children 
in  need  of  families  and  homes,  nationwide 
—  and  make  a  special  resolve  to  join  with 
others  in  helping  to  make  a  positive  differ- 
ence in  their  hves. 

People  are  stiU  quoting  from  Gover- 
nor Michael  F.  Easley's  PROCLAMA- 
TION. Some  requested  copies,  and  the  500 
copies  that  I  made  have  now  been  given 
out.  The  Governor's  PROCLAMATION 
was  a  topic  of  discussion  at  BTU's,  meet- 
ings of  couples  and  singles,  ministries,  and 
other  church  laity. 

Ms.  Sonja  Barnes  represented  Gover- 
nor Easley.  Courtney  Crowder  represented 
Congressman  Bob  Etheridge,  and  Dr.  James 
T.  Roberson  Jr.  represented  the  faith  com- 
munities. 

SECRETARY  CARMEN  HOOKER 
BUELL 

As  we  reported  in  the  December  2001 
issue.  The  Honorable  Carmen  Hooker 
Buell,  Secretary,  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services  was  the  Keynote  Speaker. 
This  was  a  major  plus  for  our  Adoption  and 
Foster  Care  Ministry.  Secretary  Hooker 
Buell  is  always  a  hit  with  audiences  around 
the  state — personable,  knowledgeable,  and 


dedicated.  As  one  observer  stated,  "our 
Carmen  is  just  good  to  be  aroimd...easy  to 
relate  to." 

And,  as  I  have  stated  in  previous  is- 
sues, the  Secretary  is  one  of  my  favorite 
people!  In  her  remarks,  Secretary  Hooker 
Buell  outlined  the  needs  for  more  and  faster 
placement  of  children  with  adoptive  par- 
ents, and  chaUenged  all  to  join  the  campaign 
to  help  find  loving,  caring  and  nurturing 
adoptive  homes. 

Like  former  Governor  Jim  Hunt  and 
Governor  Easley,  Secretary  Hooker  Buell 
is  very  supportive  and  encouraging  of  faith- 
based  and  community-based  initiatives,  in 
partnership  with  the  State  and  other  public 
and  private  sectors,  working  together  to 
help  resolve  social  problems  and  improve 
the  quality  of  Ufe  for  aU.  What  impressed 
aU  of  us,  beyond  her  speech,  is  that  although 
the  Secretary  had  an  especially  crowded 
schedule  on  November  1,  she  participated 
in  our  celebration  and  remained  at  the  Cel- 
ebration on  the  State  Capitol  grounds  with 
us,  and  mingled  with  and  encouraged  the 
participants.  And,  as  I  always  say,  I  am 
probably  a  bit  biased,  but  I  personally  con- 
sider the  Secretary  to  be  among  the  great- 
est of  Governor  Easley's  appointments.  She 
had  the  unique  knack  of  fitting  in,  of  being 
at  home,  with  North  Carolinians,  generally 
—  beyond  race,  religion  and  other  forms 
of  pettiness. 

A  TIME  FOR  PARTNERING 
AND  TOGETHERNESS 

In  his  proclamation.  Governor  Easley 
stated  that  adoption  was  the  plan  for  3,100 
children  in  North  Carolina  at  this  time,  and 
that  approximately  900  are  ready  to  be 
placed  in  permanent  homes. 

The  governor  emphasized  in  his  proc- 
lamation that  during  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber, County  Departments  of  Social  Ser- 
vices, private  adoption  agencies,  the  faith 
community  and  advocacy  groups  will  par- 
ticipate in  a  statewide  public  awareness 
campaign,  adding  that  "this  collaborative 
effort  will  focus  greater  attention  on  chil- 
dren who  need  permanent  adoptive 


The  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina, 
Inc.  and  the  N.C.  African- American  Faith  Communities 
United  for  Children:  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Finding  Adoptive  &  Foster  Care  Homes 
For  African- American  Children 
Touch  a  Life  Forever ...  ADOPT! 
Children  waiting  for  adoptive  famUies  are  ... 
•Sisters  and  brothers  who  want  to  be  adoptive  together 
•Children  who  have  experienced  neglect,  abuse  or  abandonment 
•Older  children  who  want  a  permanently  family 

•Children  who  need  families  who  care  and  are  willing  to  make  a  lifetime  commit- 
ment 

You  can  adopt  if  you  ... 

•Are  single,  married  or  divorced 

•Can  provide  a  stable  home 

•Have  the  ability  to  care  for  a  child  not  bom  to  you 

•Are  willing  to  take  on  the  responsibilities,  joys  and  challenges  of  parenting 

Families  who  adopt ... 

•May  be  homeowners  or  renting 

•May  have  a  fixed  income 

•May  be  an  adult  of  any  age 

North  Carolina  Needs  More  Foster  Homes 

Thousands  of  children  in  North  Carolina,  ranging  in  age  from  infants  to  18  years 
old,  enter  the  foster  care  system  each  year.  These  children  may  have  been  neglected, 
abused,  or  abandoned  and  need  a  safe  place  to  stay  temporarily.  The  number  of 
children  coming  into  care  is  increasing  faster  than  the  number  of  foster  homes  in  our 
state. 

You  Can  Become  A  Foster  Parent  If  You  ... 
•Are  between  the  ages  of  21  an  65 

•Are  willing  to  be  fingerprinted  and  have  a  criminal  record  check 
•Have  a  stable  home  and  income 

•Are  able  to  provide  a  safe,  temporary  place  for  children  until  they  can  be 

in  a  permanent  home 
•Complete  all  required  training  and  be  licensed  by  the  State  of  north  Carolina 

You  do  not  have  to  be  married,  wealthy  or  own  your  own  home  to  be  a  foster 
parent. 


families  and  honor  the  families  who  have 
adopted." 

The  governor  stated  that  '"Adoption 
continues  to  be  an  important  option  for 
families  in  North  Carolina."  I  concur 
wholly  with  Governor  Easley  and  pray  that 
the  citizens  of  our  great  state,  especially  the 
faith  communities,  will  make  a  special  com- 
mitment to  help  make  a  positive  difference 
for  children. 

I  have  repeated  the  above  quotes  pur- 
posely. I  am  pleased  to  report  that  we  have 
received  more  supportive  e-mails  and 
phone  calls  expressing  and  thanking  the 
General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North 
Carolina  Inc.,  for  its  continuing  support  of 
the  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Min- 
istry. 

I  also  want  the  Governor  to  know  the 
gratitude  of  the  faith  communities  for  his 
reaching  out,  personally  and  through  staff, 
in  effort  to  promote  collaborative  partnering 
between  state  agencies  and  the  faith  com- 
munities. 

OUR  MANDATE 

I  find  it  helpful  to  repeat  our  program 
mandates  in  each  issue  of  The  Baptist  In- 
former. 

Our  mandate  is  two-fold: 

1 .  To  identify  African- American  singles  and 
couples  who  are  interested  in  becoming 
adoptive  and/or  foster  parents  for  African- 
American  Children  already  in  the  Foster 
Care  System  of  North  Carolina  Division  of 
Social  Services  (NC-DSS). 

2.  To  advocate,  motivate  and  stimulate  in- 
terest among  African- American  singles  and 
couples  of  the  various  faith  communities 
in  becoming  adoptive  and/or  foster  parents 
for  African- American  children  already  in 
the  Foster  Care  System  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina Division  of  Social  Services. 


Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige  Sr. 

The  GBSC  Adoptive  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry  and  our  Outreach  arm,  THE 
NORTH  CAROLINA  AFRICAN- 
AMERICAN  FAITH  COMMUNITIES 
UNITED  FOR  CHILDREN:  ADOP- 
TION AND  FOSTER  CARE,  are  the 
major  adoption  and  foster  care  faith  com- 
munities' advocates  in  our  state.  We  are 
convinced  that  our  efforts  have  made  and 
continue  to  make  positive  differences  in  the 
attitudes  of  the  faith  communities  and  their 
members  toward  adoption  and  foster  care, 
in  particular,  and  toward  the  State  and 
County  Departments  of  Social  Services  in 
general.  Ours  is  a  unified  effort.  Together, 
we  are  making  a  difference. 

GOD  IS  STILL  BLESSING  OUR 
MINISTRY 

In  terms  of  recruitment  and  adoption/ 
foster  care  advocacy,  December  was  again 
encouraging.  And,  as  I  repeatedly  say  each 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


WEALTH  CREATION 

xxxx 

FINANCIAL  FREEDOM 
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INTRODUCING 

THE  HOTTEST  AND  FASTEST  GROWING 
HOME-BASED  BUSINESS  IN  AMERICA  TODAY 
A  NEW  WEALTH  CREATION  OPPORTUNITY 

XXXX 

EARN  $50  TO  $9K  AT  HOME,  PT/FT 

(PART  TIME/FULL  TIME) 

BE  YOUR  OWN  BOSS!!! 
SET  YOUR  OWN  INCOME!!! 

XXXX 

IT'S  SIMPLE!!  IT'S  SMART!! 
IT'S  THE  RIGHT  TIME! ! 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  PERSONAL 
WEALTH  CREATION  AND  FINANCIAL  FREEDOM 
PLEASE  CONTACT  US  TODAY 
Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige,  Wealth  Creation  Consultant 
Dr.  Dorothy  A.  Demby-Paige,  Wealth  Creation  Consultant 
Executive  Directors  and  Co-Founders 
1-800-358-0067  (PIN#  5832) 
Phone/Fax  (919)  231-9774 
E-Mail:  jpaige@maxxrep.com  or  dottiedem@maxxconnect.net 
Make  a  decision  to  change  your  life  NOW! 
PLEASE  CONTACT  US.  WE  WILL  RETURN  YOUR  CALL! 


MORE  ADOPTION  AND  FOSTER  CARE 
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month,  if  this  outpouring  of  interest  con- 
tinues, and  there  is  every  indication  to  be- 
lieve that  it  will,  we  wiU  have  another  ban- 
ner year  in  terms  of  outreach  and  the  re- 
cruitment of  potential  African-American 
adoptive  and/or  foster  parents.  Ministers, 
and  laity  are  helping  us  spread  the  work 
among  the  various  faith  communities  that 
"every  child  is  special  to  God"  and  that 
"every  child  deserves  a  loving  and  caring 
home."  We  give  God  the  glory. 

We  were  encouraged  by  our  attendance 
and  participation  in  the  Annual  Session  of 
the  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
North  Carolina,  Inc.,  held  at  the  Hill 
Street  Baptist  Church,  Asheville,  North 
CaroUna.  I  want  to  thank  the  Convention 
plarmers  for  providing  for  our  program  par- 
ticipation, and  the  Moderator  of  Modera- 
tors for  allowing  me  to  make  a  special  ap- 
peal at  their  special  session. 

Again,  we  say  "thanks"  to  people  like 
you  from  all  over  the  state  for  helping  us 
spread  the  news.  The  word  is  now  out.  The 
belief  that  every  child  deserves  a  loving, 
caring,  and  nurturing  home  is  wide- 
spread. And  people,  overall,  in  aU  walks 
of  life,  seem  to  agree  that  our  Ministry  is  a 
worthy;  cause  deserving  broadly  based  sup- 
port at  every  level. 

THE  EVERY  CHURCH 
ADOPT  ONE  PROJECT 

THE  EVERY  CHURCH  ADOPT 
ONE  initiative,  influenced  after  the  suc- 
cessful Virginia  pioneering  effort,  contin- 
ues to  gain  broad  support  statewide,  among 
the  various  faith  communities,  and  again, 
we  give  God  the  glory  and  the  praise.  We 
will  continue  to  push  this  initiative,  state- 
wide. 

We  are  grossly  encouraged  and  buoyed  by 
the  expressions  of  support  by  collaborating  faith 
communities  across  denominational  lines,  and 
by  community  organizations. 

EVERY  CHURCH  ADOPT  ONE  is  a 
highly  successful  interfaith  initiative,  and 
we  strongly  encourage  aU  churches  to  join 
us  in  this  special  challenge  and  opportu- 
nity. Join  the  growing  number  of  churches 
that  are  uniting  for  children.  This  HELP- 
ING AND  CARING  MINISTRY  is  being 
pushed  by  moderators,  conference  leaders, 
elders,  bishops,  ministers  and  assorted 
church  laity.  Many  church  missionary  de- 


partments have  accepted  this  ministry  as  a 
primary  focus  for  the  year  2001,  in  addi- 
tion to  other  on-going  ministry  priorities. 

For  assistance,  please  call,  write  or  e-mail 
me:  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige  Sr.,  2610  Albemarle 
Avenue,  Raleigh,  NC  27610;  Phone:  (919)  231- 
9774;  Fax:  (919)  212-3656;  E-mail: 
adoption_children@yahoo.com  or 
dr.jc.paige@adopt-children.org. 

PARTNERING  WITH 
FAITH  COMMUNITIES 

Our  outreach  arm.  The  North  Caro- 
lina African- American  Faith  Communi- 
ties United  for  Children:  Adoption  and 
Foster  Care,  an  initiative  of  the  GBSC 
Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry,  de- 
serves both  praise  and  thanks.  Both  minis- 
ters and  laity,  women  and  men,  are  actively 
spreading  the  word  that  children  need  love, 
that  they  need  a  nurturing  and  caring  home 
environment. 

This  interfaith,  interdenominational 
body,  inspired  by  G^d  and  directed  by 
the  Heavenly  leadership  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  has  been  a  God-send.  We  pray 
fervently  and  listen  and  patiently  wait  for 
God's  guidance  in  all  that  we  do.  The 
success  of  our  ministry  is  further  confir- 
mation that  with  God,  all  things  are  pos- 
sible. 

We  encourage  African- American  Faith 
Communities  wishing  to  volunteer  with  us  to 
call,  write  or  e-mail  me:  Joseph  C.  Paige  Sr., 
2610  Albemarle  Avenue,  Raleigh,  NC  27610; 
Phone:  (919)  231-9774;  Fax:  (919)  212-3656; 
E-mail:  adoption_children@yahoo.com  or 
drjc.paige@adopt-children.oig. 

VOLUNTEERS 

It  is  essential  that  we  continue  to  ex- 
pand our  network  of  adoption  and  foster 
care  volunteers,  recruiting  through  our  ex- 
panding church  contacts,  associations,  and 
conference  of  the  various  faith  communi- 
ties. We  are  especially  grateful  to  the  mod- 
erators, elders,  and  overseers  of  the  vari- 
ous faith  communities  for  their  continuing 
support  of  our  efforts  and  for  the  generous 
time  and  energy  our  volunteers  give  to  our 
effort.  Like  us,  our  volunteers  believe  that 
every  child  deserves  a  loving,  caring,  and 
nurturing  home  and  they  are  committed  to 
helping  make  this  happen. 

Thanks  again  for  your  continuing  sup- 
port and  encouragement. 


$1,000  BONUS!  BONUS!  BONUS! 

We  have  decided,  as  our  special  way  to  say  "Thank  You,"  to  provide  a  personal 
bonus  of  $1,000,  to  the  first  individual,  church  or  association  that  recruits  a  mini- 
mum of  20  potential  adoptive  and/or  foster  parents  each  month  for  the  next  five 
months  (August,  September,  October,  November  and  December  2001.)  or  a  total 
of  100  recruits  (verified).  Only  one  bonus  of  $1,000  will  be  given.  Persons  inter- 
ested in  competing  for  the  "bonus'  should  call,  write  or  e-mail  us! 

Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige  or  Dr.  Dorothy  A.  Demby-Paige, 
2610  Albemarle  Avenue,  Raleigh,  NC  27610;  919-231-9774; 
Fax  919-212-3656;  E-mail:  joepaigesr@aol.com 
or  dottiedem@maxxcoimect.net 
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A  Christian 
Education  Moment 

By  Dr.  Jasper  E  Reed,  President 
Congress  of  Christian  Education 


J/ 


Book  of  Psalms 
and  a  Look 
at  Leviticus 

Dr.  Jasper  P.  Reed,  President,  Congress 
of  Christian  Education  "O  that  thou 
wouldest  bless  me  indeed,"  1  Chronicles 
4;  10  has  been  my  constant  prayer  over  the 
past  six  months.  God  has  blessed  me  to 
write  this  article  for  the  first  month,  Janu- 
ary, 2002.  Let  me  pause  to  wish  each  of 
you  a  Happy  Spirit  Filled  year  and  to  thank 
you  for  your  past  support  and  the  support 
that  you  will  render  this  year. 

As  we  visit  afresh  the  Book  of  the 
Psalms  let  us  examine  the  third  section 
which  is  known  as  the  Leviticus  Section.  It 
includes  Psalms  73  through  89.  Leviticus 
has  been  referred  to  as  the  Book  of  Wor- 
ship. There  is  no  better  way  to  begin  the 
New  Year  than  in  a  Spirit  of  Worship.  Since 
it  is  important  that  we  as  Christians  start 
the  year  off  right  let  us  focus  on  this  sec- 
tion. As  we  look  closely  at  Leviticus  two 
things  are  ever  present.  They  are  that  God 
is  Holy  and  that  without  the  shedding  of 
blood  there  is  no  remission  of  sin.  Two  key 
words.  Holiness  and  Sacrifice,  are  scattered 
throughout  Leviticus. 

When  we  look  in  retrospect  at  2001 
each  of  us  can  recall  moments  when  we 
either  openly  or  by  inference  wondered  who 
was  in  charge  of  our  hves.  It  appeared  that 
the  affairs  of  the  world  was  on  "Automatic 
Pilot."  Names  and  events  alien  to  our  Ufe 
style  seem  to  threaten  our 
comfort  zone.  For  consolation  join  me  as 
we  look  at  Psalm  82. 

This  Psabn  is  designated  as  a  Psalm 
of  Asaph,  from  the  tribe  of  the  Levites,  who 
was  appointed  to  be  in  charge  of  the  Ark 
after  King  David  danced  in  and  led  the  pro- 
cession which  brought  the  Ark  back  to 
Jerusalem,  1  Chronicles  15:25  —  16:6. 
Asaph  was  to  offer  prayer  and  praises  to 
the  Lord  for  blessings  of  restoring  the  Ark 
unto  His  people.  The  Lord  showed  His  ap- 
proval by  filling  the  Temple  with  the  cloud 
of  glory,  which  represents  His  presence  in 
the  Temple,  II  Chronicles  5: 12-14. 

The  major  thrust  of  this  Psalm  is  that 
"God  judges  the  judges  of  His  people."  Lis- 
ten as  Asaph  declares  that  God  judges  His 
human  judges.  Asaph  calls  for  Him  to  act 
on  His  justice.  He,  Asaph,  recognizes  that 
many  would  judge  us  who  were  without 
understanding,  and  fail  to  call  on  God,  even 
though  they  may  have  been  human  agents 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  As  we  look  in  retrospect 
let  us  not  wonder  for  Psalm  82  plainly  tells 
us  that  God  is  in  charge.  He  will  call  all  of 
those  who  will  seek  to  destroy  His  children 
to  account  for  their  actions.  Those  who 
judge  and  seek  to  destroy  today  are  being 
warned  that  they  have  ignored  God's  ap- 
pointment of  them  and  they  will  perish  the 
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same  as  those  in  the  past. 

Psalm  81  gives  us  three  things  to  look 
for.  In  verse  one  Asaph  reminds  us  that  if 
we  who  are  appointed  to  carry  the  Word 
become  judgmental  that  God  will  stand  in 
our  midst  and  will  judge  us.  God  our  Fa- 
ther judges  human  judges.  In  verses  2-7  the 
Psalmist  further  warms  human  judges  to 
their  jobs  right  having  already  declared 
God's  position.  The  indictment  in  verse  two 
is  that  His  people  were  unjust  and  partial. 
Let  us  examine  our  hearts.  While  God 
speaks  to  them,  the  judges  in  verse  3  and  4, 
He  exclaims  in  verse  5  that  His  human 
judges,  in  the  earth,  is  without  Spiritual  or 
Intellectual  understanding  and  even  today 
they  continue  in  the  darkness.  Even  though 
God  has  appointed  them  gods  and  inspite 
of  their  exalted  positions  they  will  be  held 
accountable  to  God.  To  end  this  Psalm 
Asaph,  in  verse  8,  called  on  God  to  arise 
and  judge  the  earth.  As  we  look  forward  to 
2002  let  us  remember  who  we  are  and 
whose  we  are.  Let  us  not  linger  on  the  past. 
Let  us  lift  up  Jesus  and  remember  that  God 
is  the  ultimate  judge  for  it  all  belongs  to 
Him,  (Psalm  24:1). 
A  Christian  Education  Moment  for  Our 
YOUTH  and  Young-at-Heart  —  Quiz 
For  January  2002, 
let  us  examine  beginnings 

1.  What  did  God  do?  Genesis  1:2 

2.  Whose  kingdom  is  being  described? 
Genesis  10:9-10 

3.  Whose  eyes  are  upon  this  land? 
Deuteronomy  11:12 

4.  Which  shall  be  the  greater?  Job  8:7 

5.  When  does  wisdom  begin?  Psalm 
111:10 

6.  What  precedes  our  getting  under- 
standing? Proverbs  1:7 

7.  How  is  the  beginning  of  strife  de- 
scribed? Proverbs  17:14 

8.  Who  is  being  described  in  this 
verse?  Ecclesiastes  10:13 

9.  Is  there  anything  too  great  for  God? 
Isaiah  46:9-13 


Go  to:  www.gbsc.org 
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From  the  Moderator 
of  Moderator's  Committee 


Happy  New  Year! 


By  Rev.  James  W.  Smith,  JD 

Grace  and  Peace  to  all  of  you,  my  brothers 
and  sisters! 

As  we  approach  the  year  2002,  it  is  my 
hope  that  all  of  you  will  experience  a 
blessed  year  and  look  forward  to  the  chal- 
lenges ahead  of  us  as  we  prepare  to  do  the 
ministry  that  has  been  set  before  us.  On 
behalf  of  the  Moderator  of  Moderators 
Committee,  I  wish  all  of  you  a  Happy  New 
Year  and  it  is  my  prayer  that  God  will  con- 
tinue to  shower  His  blessings  upon  each  of 
you.  The  past  year  has  been  both  exciting 
and  challenging  as  I  have  struggled  to  lift 
issues  that  I  believe  churches  and  pastors 
need  to  consider  in  this  new  millennium. 
From  your  e-mails,  telephone  calls  and  let- 
ters, I  am  very  much  aware  that  I  have  been 
controversial  in  many  areas  but  it  has  been 
my  intention  to  be  so.  I  also  want  to  thank 
the  many  supporters  who  have  urged  me  to 
continue  lifting  up  these  issues.  Let  me  re- 
mind all  of  you  that  if  I  have  said  anything 
over  the  past  year  or  so  that  has  been  con- 
tradictory to  what  the  Bible  says,  please 
disregard  it.  The  Bible  ought  to  always  be 
our  primary  source. 

Now  we  cannot  forget  that  numerous 
and  rapid  changes  are  taking  place  in  legal 
matters  that  may  have  impact  on  the  local 
church  and  that  is  the  reason  these  issues 
are  lifted  for  your  consideration.  At  the  na- 
tional level  the  Internal  Revenue  Service 
continues  to  issue  rulings  which  will  affect 
the  church.  In  addition,  tax  code  changes 
and  tax  court  decisions  make  it  necessary 
for  the  church  to  keep  up  with  those  areas 
which  will  affect  its  work.  At  the  state  level, 
decisions  are  being  made  concerning  day- 
care centers  and  school  operations,  which 
will  affect  those  churches  that  offer  such 
services.  At  the  local  level  the  taxation  of 
properties  owned  by  a  church  continues  to 
be  explored.  There  are  also  many  local  or- 
dinances, which  affect  a  church  in  its  build- 
ing program  and  the  operation  of  church 
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activities.  Many  of  these  situations  will  re- 
quire the  church  to  secure  competent  legal 
advice.  We  must  be  aware  that  ignorance 
of  the  law  will  not  be  a  valid  excuse  if  the 
church  is  guilty  of  failing  to  abide  by  its 
legal  responsibilities. 

For  the  next  few  months,  I  hope  to  con- 
tinue to  raise  issues  that  will  challenge  you 
as  you  continue  in  the  ministry  God  has 
given  you.  Again,  may  each  of  you  have  a 
happy,  blessed  and  prosperous  New  Year. 

If  you  wish  our  services  in  any  way, 
please  contact  us  at  the  following: 
Rev.  James  W.  Smith,  JD 
146  Presidents  Drive,  Durham,  NC  27704 
(919)  479-0501 
E-mail:  Jsmith9450@aol.com 
Rev.  W.J.  Cox 

107  Gray  St.,  Goldsboro,  NC  27534 

(919) 751-9899 

Dr.  Joshua  J.  Haire  Jr. 

PO  Box  53803,  Fayetteville,  NC  28305 
(910)  323-1508 


Baptist  Headquarters  News 

By  Rev.  Eric  Harris,  GBSC  Field  Worker 

Greetings  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ!  I  am  working  in  our  Head- 
quarters Office  assisting  Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr.,  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  and  the 
Convention  field  staff. 

We  are  in  the  process  of  updating  ALL  GBSC  records.  I  want  to  thank  all  the  Modera- 
tors and  Past  Moderators  that  provided  me  with  current  information  on  your  Association 
Churches. 

PLEASE  HELP  ME  KEEP  OUR  DATA  BASE  CURRENT! 

Whenever  there  are  changes  or  vacancies,  in  your  churches,  notify  me  at  Baptist  Head- 
quarters, 603  South  Wilmington  Street,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27601-2338,  800-639-GBSC. 

2002  is  the  135th  Year  Celebration  of  the  GBSC.  Plan  now  to  join  us  for  our  sessions 
and  special  events.  Order  your  2002  Baptist  calendar  now! 

Did  you  know???  the  GBSC  provides  workshops  for  church  officers,  leaders  and  con- 
gregations. Call  us  to  schedule  a  workshop,  seminar  or  training  session  at  your  church  or 
Association. 


Go  to: 
www.gbsc.org 


EDI 

(educational  dimensions,  inc!) 

"Dedicated  to  excellence  in  educational 
products  and  services  " 

311  N.  Spence  Ave.  Goldsboro,  NC  27534 
(919)  778-8646  Fax:  (919)  778-3431 
Wbb:  www.ediiearning.com 

Tutoring  •  School  Supplies  •  Summer  Camps 
SAT  Prep  •  Pre-School  &  Daycare  Supplies 
Gifhvare  •  School  Uniforms  •  Catalogues 
Screen  Printing  •  Promotions  •  Teacher  Aids 
Advertising  Specialties 
Employee  Recognition  Programs 


Dr.  Willette 
Campbell  Wooten 
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Church 


Let  a  church 
insurance  expert 
review  your  propKerty  and 

liability  risks  FREE! 


Plus 


Get  a  2002 
Church  Activities 
Wall  Calendar 
Absolutely  FREE! 


Church 
IVIutuali 


Call  us  at 
1-800-554-2642 

or  visit  our  Web  site  at 

www.churchmutual.com/needs/ 
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New  Pastor's  Corner 


Don^t  Waste  Time 


State  Ushers  News 


And  that,  knowing  the  time,  that  now 
is  high  time  to  awake  out  of  sleep;  Romans 
13:11  (a) 

Many  people  complain  about  the  fact 
that  they  don't  seem  to  find  sufficient  time 
to  do  what  they  need  to  do,  have  to  do,  or 
want  to  do.  All  too  often,  the  problems  is 
not  that  they  don't  have  "the  time"  but 
rather  that  they  waste  too  much  time  doing 
the  unnecessary,  or  doing  the  unimportant, 
or  even  perhaps  doing  "nothing"  at  all... 

Time  is  a  terrible  thing  to  waste. ..yet; 
most  don't  seem  to  reaUze  this.  The  con:^ 
tinue  to  waste  time  by 
...sleeping  more  than  their  body  actually  requires. 
...watchingfoolishandunimportantttiviaonT.V. 
...failing  to  apply  themselves  to  the  essential  and 

the  eternal. 

God  has  allowed  us  to  see  a  new  year.  I 
challenge  you  to  be  mindful  of  your  time  this 
year.  Wasted  time  is  time  that  is  spent  by 
...failing  to  learn  and  apply  wisdom. 
...slothfully  becoming  lazy  and  indifferent. 
...shameftilly  not  doing  that  which  pleases  God. 

To  carelessly  waste  time  is  to  waste 
opportunities... precious  opportunities, 
possibilities. ..astounding  possibilities, 
blessings  unhmited  blessings. 

To  carelessly  waste  time  is  to  waste 
one's  Ufe...a  life  that  is  so  very,  very  short, 
even  at  its  longest. 

Life  is  a  journey;  no  one  goes  through 
life  without  experiencing  duality.  This  past 
year  we  have  known  laughter,  tears,  hope 
and  despair.  There  were  moments  of  anxi- 
ety, peace,  success  and  failure,  accolades, 
humiliation  and  loneliness. 

Life  is  a  process,  a  working  it  out  ex- 
perience. There  is  so  much  we  need  to  know 
and  so  httle  time.  The  temptation  to  fool- 
ishly waste  time  must  be  dealt  with  and 
overcome.  We  must  reaUze  that  we  cannot 
make  more  time,  should  we  run  out  of  what 
we  aheady  have. 

Time  is  something  that's  very  unique, 
there's  just  nothing  like  it,  a  very  precious 


Rev.  Sandra  Holland  Trotter 

commodity,  more  precious  than  gold  and 
silver. 

Too  many  Christians  waste  time  in 
pleasing  the  flesh  instead  of  glorifying  the 
Lord.  We  have  wasted  so  much  time  yield- 
ing to  temptation  instead  of  yielding  to  the 
Spirit.  We  waste  time  submitting  to  the 
world  rather  than  obeying  the  word. 

Not  all  "idle"  time  is  wasted  time. 
There  are  times  when  we  need  to  relax  and 
rest,  but  it  should  not  be  all  the  time!  And 
there  are  times  when  we  need  to  withdraw 
and  reminisce,  but  it  should  not  be  all  the 
time !  And  there  will  be  times  when  we  need 
to  "get  away  from  it  aU"  but  we  should  not 
have  to  do  this  all  the  time! 

Jesus  never  wasted  his  time.  Every 
place  he  went,  he  did  something  to  mag- 
nify God.  Every  word  he  spoke,  he  said 
something  that  was  well  worth  saying,  and 
he  did  not  repeat  gossip  or  false  rumors. 

Every  miracle  he  performed,  he  performed 
it  with  no  selfish  motives.  Jesus  never  wasted 
time  trying  to  prove  his  credentials,  trying  to 
satisfy  his 

critics  or  trying  to  build  his  reputation.  Jesus 
knew  that  the  night  was  coming  when  no  man 
could  work.  Let  every  man  work  while  it's  day. 

We  just  can't  afford  to  waste  any  more 
time  than  we  aheady  have. 

Time  is  too  short... 

Life  is  too  precious... 

Souls  are  too  valuable... 

Eternity  is  too  long... 

Responsibihties  are  too  great... 

Opportunities  are  too  few... 

Society  is  too  wicked... 

And  this  present  age  is  too  demanding 
for  us  to  just  waste  time. 


A  Call  To  Greatness 

(Book  Announcement) 

hi  1970,  L.  Venchael  Booth,  was  appointed  a  vice-president  of  the  Baptist  World  Alliance 
nine  years  after  he  founded  the  Progressive  National  Baptist  Convention  (PNBC).  PNBC  is 
one  of  13  member  bodies  of  the  BWA  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Now,  in  recognition  of  the  groundbreaking  work  of  his  father  who  started  this 
historic  denomination.  Booth's  son,  Wilham  D.  Booth,  has  written  A  Call  to  Great- 
ness. Booth  is  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Hampton,  Va. 

Among  the  reviews  are  these: 

..."this  book  is  important  for  several  reasons. ..it  provides  a  survey  of  the 
divisions... that  produced  a  new  denomination  known  as  the  Progressive  National 
Baptist  Convention... it  is  a  valiant  tribute  of  a  son  to  a  father.. .and  acknowledgment 
that  amid  the  pain  and  brokenness  of  schism.. .one  truth  remains:  'the  greatest  of 
these  is  love.'  -Bill  J.  Leonard,  Dean  and  Professor  of  Church  History,  Wake  Forest 
Divinity  School. 

"From  the  distinct,  unique  and  even  privileged  vantage  point  of  someone  who  hved  close 
to  the  historical  drama  about  which  he  writes,  William  D.  Booth  has  produced  a  most  persua- 
sive and  movittg  essay  about  the  actual  founder  of  Progressive  National  Baptist  Convention." 
-  Clarence  G.  Newsome,  Dean  and  Associate  Professor  of  Church  History,  Howard  Univer- 
sity School  of  Divinity,  Howard  University,  Washington,  D.C. 

To  order  A  Call  to  Greatness,  contact:     Brunswick  Public  Corporation 

PO  Box  555,  Lawrenceville,  Va.  23868 

Website:  www.brunswickbooks.com 


By  Alice  W.  McNair 

A  Happy  New  Year  to  each  of  you! 
May  the  Good  Lord  Bless  and  Keep  You ! 

The  annual  Ushers  Workshop  was  held 
Nov.  10,  2001,  at  the  J.J.  Johnson  Baptist 
Assembly,  Laurel  Hill,  N.C.  Opened  at  9:45 
a.m.  (after  much  frustration). 

Fourth  Vice  President  Archie  Lofton 
presiding.  Devotions  were  "Blessed  Assur- 
ance." Scripture  was  taken  from  Psalms 
27:1  by  Mrs.  Ellen  Eavens,  President  of 
District  Ushers  Union. 

Prayer  was  by  Third  Vice  President 
Willie  Eavens.  Sung  was  "Draw  Me 
Nearer." 

President  Charles  Fletcher  called  the 
session  to  order.  He  thanked  the  ushers  for 
coming  and  stated  that  our  group,  the  N.C. 
Baptist  Ushers,  had  raised  over  $270,000 
in  the  past  five  years!  Very  Good! 

Welcome  was  by  First  Vice  Youth 
President  Chafe  Thompson  IIL  The  re- 
sponse was  by  Mrs.  Eva  Boyce,  Gastonia, 
N.C. 

The  workshop  was  by  Dean  CharUe 
Rhodes.  He  stated  our  greatest  benefit  is 
opportunity  and  the  largest  room,  is  the 
room  for  improvement.  He  asked  Assistant 
Dean,  Dr.  E.B.  Turner  to  come  forward;  he 
did  a  good  workshop.  He  passed  out  pam- 
phlets to  each  one  on  "How  to  Usher  at 
Weddings;  How  to  Usher  at  Funerals;  N.C. 
Baptist  Ushers  Convention;  The  Nurses- 
Aid;  Organization  of  an  Usher  Board."  He 
asked  that  all  N.C.  Baptist  Ushers:  women 
wear  white  and  the  men  dark  suits: 

Remarks  were  by  Sister  Helen  Thomp- 
son. The  Recording  Secretary  told  how  the 
Lord  had  healed  her  of  cancer  in  a  spirit- 
filled  testimony. 

The  President  asked  Big  Piney  Grove 
Baptist  Church,  CUnton,  N.C,  Pastor  and 
choir  to  come  forward.  The  choir  members 
were  beautifully  attired  in  royal  blue  dresses 
and  silver  shoes  —  Looking  Good! 

Opening  song  was  "Hold  On,  You  Can 
Make  It." 

Fourth  Vice  Pres.  Archie  Lofton  intro- 
duced the  speaker.  Pastor  James  Mitchel, 
First  Vice  President  of  the  Western  Union 
Association. 

The  second  song  was  "Nobody  But 
Me,  My  Lord  and  I."  Rev.  Mitchell  chose 
for  a  text.  Matt.  11:4  and  Hebrews  1 1 .  Faith 


is  things  hope  for,  the  evidence  of  things 
not  seen.  The  evidence  of  a  Christian  faith. 
He  stated  that  if  you  are  a  child  of  God, 
you  will  show  evidence.  Rev.  Mitchell  is  a 
dynamic  speaker.  We  were  truly  moved  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  his  inspiring  message. 
The  choir  sang  and  was  requested  to  sing 
another  song  "Come  on  Jesus  and  see  about 
me."  Big  Piney  Grove  Baptist,  the  preach- 
ing and  singing  was  really  good!  Let  me 
mention  that  the  Rev.  Glenwood 
Hemmingway  was  at  the  keyboard. 

State  President  Fletcher  made  an- 
nouncements: The  ushers  one  day  session 
will  be  held  Feb.  23,  2002,  at  the  Benton 
Convention  Center,  Winston-Salem,  N.C. 
The  Annual  Session  of  Ushers  will  be  held 
July  19-20,  2002,  at  the  Martin  St.  Baptist 
Church,  Raleigh,  N.C.  Rev.  Charles  Bul- 
lock, Pastor. 

An  offering  was  taken.  Closing  was  by 
Rev.  Mitchell.  Refreshments  were  served. 

Missing  at  the  workshop  were  Brother 
Forest  Eaves,  First  Vice  President  and  State 
Cqordinator  Sister  Nancy  High.  We  missed 
you! 

We  have  three  persons  with  long  years 
of  service  as  ushers.  Sister  Treva  Lesance, 
Tarheel,  N.C.  28392,  Second  Newhght  B. 
Church,  3252  Perdie  Hall  Road,  St.  Paul, 
N.C.  Pastor  Rev.  Michael  Penman.  She 
began  ushering  in  1933  and  is  still  work- 
ing —  68  years  of  service.  She  attended  the 
workshop. 

Sister  Effie  Cooper,  New  Salem  Bap- 
tist Church,  PO.  Box  2004,  EUzabeth  City, 
N.C.  27090.  Pastor  Rev.  Stanford  Jones,  has 
been  an  Usher  for  52  years  and  is  President 
of  Ushers  at  her  church  and  still  Ushering. 

Brother  Roy  Williams,  President  of 
Western  Union  Ushers,  has  been  an  Usher 
for  42  years,  a  member  of  the  Elizabeth 
Baptist  Church,  Auti^ville,  N.C,  Rev.  R. 
Jones,  Pastor.  We  are  proud  of  you  three! 
Award  will  be  given  at  the  One  Day  Ses- 
sion, Feb.  23,  2002,  in  Winston-Salem, 
N.C. 

Attending  the  Annual  Workshop  at 
Laurel  Hill  from  First  Baptist  Church, 
CUnton,  N.C,  Nov.  10,  2001  were:  Carrie 
Evans,  Denise  Fisher,  and  Mattie  Murphy. 

May  you  have  a  Blessed  New  Year! 

Send  news  to:  P.O.  Box  105,  Newton 
Grove,  N.C.  28366 


UNITED  AMERICAN  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

BRANCH  OFFICE  DIVISION 

United  American  Insurance  Company ...  providing  security  through  life/health 
insurance  to  families  throughout  America  since  1947.  UAhas  Stability  of  Expe- 
rience — half  a  century  of  service  meeting  customers  individual  needs.  Strength 
of  Tradition  —  Commitment  to  the  senior  life/health  market  Assurance  of 
Service  —  Personal  one-on-one  agent/client  service. 

UA  has  emerged  as  one  of  the  nation's  largest  providers  of  individual 
Medicare  Supplement  coverage.  Protection  that  can  never  be  cancelled 
as  long  as  premiums  are  paid  on  time  has  always  backed  every  Medi- 
care Supplement  policy  UA  sells. 

Regardless  of  challenges  in  the  nation's  economy  U  A  will  be  here  ready 
to  pay  all  claim  obligations. 

Our  commitment  to  you  is  to  provide  unparalleled  Quality,  Service  and 
Stability. 

*Medicare  Supplements  *Supplemental  Health  Coverage 

*Long  Term  Care  *Life  Insurance  *Cancer 

For  a  personal  consultation  by  a  licensed  insurance  professional,  please  call  Rob 
or  Mary  Thomas  (888)  980-6518. 
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From  the  Office  of  Institutional 
and  Specialized  Ministries 


Rev.  Michael  R.  Smith 


OISM  1st  Annual  Crime  and  Incarceration 
Conference  Held  at  Shaw  University 


OISM  Chairman  Michael  R.  Smith  Sr. 
opened  the  1st  Annual  Crime  &  Incarcera- 
tion Conference  on  November  30, 2001,  by 
calling  the  conference  attendees  to  consider 
the  crises  caused  by  crime  and  incarcera- 
tion. The  United  States  of  America  has  now 
become  the  leading  incarcerating  nation  in 
the  world.  Our  prisons  are  full  with  more 
prisons  under  construction  to  be  filled. 
Conference  keynote  speaker  Dr.  Leonidas 
B.  Young  n,  Pastor  of  New  Kingdom  Chris- 
tian Ministries,  Richmond,  Va.,  opened  the 
conference  with  his  first  stirring  lecture, 
which  included  his  testimony  of  how  the 
Lord  brought  him  through  his  hour  of  cri- 
sis. The  Rev.  Smith  challenged  the  attend- 
ees to  take  advantage  of  the  excellent  pre- 
sentations and  workshops  given  by  expert 
resource  persons.  These  workshops  were 
held  on  Friday  at  Shaw  Divinity  School. 
The  10  different  workshops  addressed  the 
areas  of  at-risk  youth,  victims  of  crime,  per- 
sons in  prisons  and  aftercare  of  persons 
transitioning  from  prison.  One  workshop  led 
by  Jacklyn  Trawick-McClamb  included  a 
live  teleconference  between  conference  at- 
tendees and  inmates  at  the  Federal  Correc- 


tional Complex  in  Butner,  N.C.,  Friday 
evening  included  a  special  worship  experi- 
ence where  the  guest  speaker  was  Dr.  Aaron 
Johnson,  pastor  of  Mt.  Sinai  Baptist  Church 
in  Fayetteville,  N.C.,  and  former  Secretary 
of  the  N.C.  Department  of  Corrections  (1985- 
92).  Dr.  Johnson  prophetically  and  passion- 
ately spoke  about  the  issues  and  focus  of 
church  ministry  in  the  21st  century.  He  used 
for  his  bibhcal  text  2  Corinthians  5: 17-21. 

The  Saturday  session  opened  with 
prayer  and  Dr.  Young's  second  excellent 
lecture  that  morning.  This  was  followed  by 
the  Day  of  Dialogue  panel  that  included 
Pastor  David  C.  Forbes  Sr.,  Warden  Art  F. 
Beeler,  Chief  Deputy  Secretary  William 
Dudley,  Ed  Privette  of  Prison  Fellowship, 
Chris  Rinehart  of  N.C.  Victim  Services,  O. 
Ray  Scott,  Director  of  Project  Nehemiah 
and  Dean  J.T.  Roberson  Jr.  of  Shaw  Divin- 
ity School.  Each  panelists  shared  their  own 
strategic  solutions  to  crime  and  incarcera- 
tion and  responded  to  an  array  of  serious 
questions  from  conference  attendees.  Sat- 
urday afternoon  Dr.  Young  and  the  New 
Kingdom  Christian  Ministries  Choir  and 
congregation  led  our  1st  Annual  Confer- 


Left  to  right:  Dr.  A.  D.  Logan,  W.  Edward  Privette,  Dr.  Aaron  Johnson  and  Chap- 
lain Michael  R.  Smith. 


Dr.  David  Forbes,  Dr.  Leonidas  B.  Young,  Chaplain  Michael  R.  Smith. 


New  Kingdon  Christian  Ministries  Choir. 


ence  Worship  Service  with  great  inspira- 
tional praise  and  worship.  Dr.  Young's  fi- 
nal message  was  entitled  "What  Do  You 
See?"  The  conference  concluded  on  a  solid 
spiritual,  practical  and  informational  foun- 
dation that  will  surely  support  more  effec- 
tive ministry  in  the  area  of  crime  and  in- 
carceration. Thanks  be  to  God  our  Father 
for  allowing  such  an  array  of  persons  from 
across  our  state  to  come  together  to  address, 
strategies  and  implement  more  outreach  to 
people.  Also  thanks  to  all  the  committed 
members  of  the  OISM  who  helped  and  sup- 
ported this  great  first  conference.  Special 
thanks  to  Dean  J.T.  Roberson  and  Shaw 
University  Divinity  School.  Next  year's 
conference  is  in  the  works  and  more  infor- 
mation will  be  coming  out  in  early  2002. 


Rev.  John  Prince 


Rev.  Michael  R.  Smith  Sr. 


Rev.  J.T.  Roberson 


Rev.  T.C.  McCullers 
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Christian  Education 
for  the  21st  Century 

By  Portia  Brandon,  M.Div.,  Christian  Education  Coordinator 


From  2nd  Vice  President 
L>r.  Ho  ward  W.  Parker  Jr. 


Jethro's  Advice  To  Moses 
Delegation  Organizations 


Exodus  18:13-17 

The  next  day  Moses  took  his  seat  to 
serve  as  judge  for  the  people,  and  they  stood 
around  him  from  morning  till  evening. 
When  his  father-in-law  saw  all  that  Moses 
was  doing  for  the  people,  he  said,  "What  is 
this  you  are  doing  for  the  people?  Why  do 
you  alone  sit  as  judge,  while  all  these  people 
stand  around  you  from  morning  till 
evening?" 

Moses  answered  him,  "Because  the 
people  come  to  me  to  seek  God's  will. 
Whenever  they  have  a  dispute,  it  is  brought 
to  me,  and  I  decide  between  the  parties  and 
inform  them  of  God's  decrees  and  laws." 

Moses'  father-in-law  replied,  "What  you 
are  doing  is  not  good.  You  and  these  people 
who  come  to  you  will  only  wear  yourselves 
out.  The  work  is  too  heavy  for  you;  you 
cannot  handle  it  alone.  Listen  now  to  me 
and  I  will  give  you  some  advice,  and  may 
God  be  with  you.  You  must  be  the  people's 
representative  before  God  and  bring  their 
disputes  to  him.  Teach  them  the  decrees  and 
laws,  and  show  them  the  way  to  Uve  and 
the  duties  they  are  to  perform.  But  select 
capable  men  from  all  the  people  —  men 
who  fear  God,  trustworthy  men  who  hate 
dishonest  gain  —  and  appoint  them  as  of- 
ficials over  thousands,  hundreds,  fifties  and 
tens.  Have  them  serve  as  judges  for  the 
people  at  all  times,  but  have  them  bring 
every  difficult  case  to  you;  the  simple  cases 
they  can  decide  themselves.  That  will  make 
your  load  lighter,  because  they  will  share  it 


Portia  Brandon,  M.Div. 
Christian  Education  Coordinator 

with  you.  If  you  do  this  and  God  so  com- 
mands, you  will  be  able  to  stand  the  strain, 
and  aU  these  people  will  go  home  satisfied." 

Moses  listened  to  his  father-in-law  and 
did  everything  he  said.  He  chose  capable 
men  from  all  Israel  and  made  them  leaders 
of  the  people,  officials  over  thousands,  hun- 
dreds, fifties  and  tens.  They  served  as 
judges  for  the  people  at  all  times.  The  dif- 
ficult cases  they  brought  to  Moses,  but  the 
simple  ones  they  decided  themselves. 

Then  Moses  sent  his  father-in-law  on 
his  way,  and  Jethro  returned  to  his  own 
country. 


The  Importance  of  Shared  Ministry 

Moses  Disorganization  Chart 


Banking 
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Moses 


Constraction 
Moses 


Offering 
Moses 


Livestock 
Moses 


Sanitation 
Moses 


Shepherding 
Moses 


Supplies 
Moses 


Taxes 
Moses 


WINTER  IS  HERE!! 


News  from  the  Foreign  Field:  The  Lott  Carey  Convention 


The  following  is  a  recent  report  of  the 
Special  Projects  of  the  Lott  Carey  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Convention. 

•  250,0(X>f  articles  of  clothing  and  shoes 

to  Liberia  in  post  war  aid  (Fall  1997) 

•  700Oi-  Ubrary  books  to  the  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  of  Liberia  (Fall  1999) 

•  7(X)0+  library  books  to  the  Baptist 
Convention  College  of  South  Afiica(FaU  1999) 

•  7000+  library  books  to  the  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  of  Zimbabwe  (Fall  1999) 

•  $20,000  in  disaster  relief  for  victims  of 

terrorist  bombings  in  Kenya  (Winter 
1998) 

•  $100,000  in  post  war  rebuilding  in  Liberia 

(Spring  1999) 

•  $30,000  in  disaster  reUef  for  victims  of 

hurricanes  in  Nicaragua  (Spring  1999) 

•  $50,000  in  disaster  rebef  for  earthquake 

victims  in  Turkey  (Winter  1999/Spring 
2000) 

•  $50,000  in  disaster  relief  for  flood 

victims  in  North  Carolina  (Winter 
1999/Spring  2000) 

•  $35,000  in  special  transportation  needs 

for  Nigeria  (Winter  1999/Spring  2000) 

•  $50,000  in  disaster  reUef  for  flood 

victims  in  Mozambique  (Spring  2000) 

•  EvangeUsm  tour  to  South  Africa  (Spring  1997) 

•  EvangeUsm  and  Medical  Mission  (Fall  1997) 

•  Evangelism  tour  to  Jamaica  (Winter  1998) 

•  Evangelism  and  Medical  Mission  to 
Guyana  (FaU  1998) 

•  Laymen's  Evangelism  tour  to  Jamaica 

(Winter  1999) 

•  Education  and  Exposure  tour  to  South 
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Africa  (Summer  1999) 

•  Youth  Work,  witness,  and  worship  tour  to 

Guyana  (Summer  1999) 

•  Evangelism  tour  to  Guyana  (Winter  1999) 

•  Women's  Education  and  Medical  Mission 

tour  to  India  (Spring  2000) 

•  Youtii  Work,  Witnesses,  and  Worship  tour 

to  Jamaica  (Summer  2000) 

•  HIV/AIDS  conference  in  Zimbabwe 
(Summer  2000) 

Lott  Carey  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Convention 

300 1  Street,  NE  Suite  104 
Washington,  DC  20002 
202-543-3200  (Telephone) 
202-543-6300  (facsimile) 
/LottCarey®  aol.com  (E-mail) 


OISM  SELECTS  MINISTRY  LEADERS  FOR  2002 

Chairman  Michael  R.  Smith  announced  at  the  GBSC  134th  Annual  Session  in 
Asheville,  N.C.,  the  persons  who  would  lead  the  four  major  components  of  this 
ministry.  These  persons  will  serve  as  OISM  coordinators  in  helping  GBSC  churches 
become  more  knowledgeable  and  better  equipped  at  responding  to  crime  and  incar- 
ceration. 

Rev.  Jeffrey  B.  Locus, 
Co-Chairman 

Chaplain,  Pamlico  Correctional  Institution,  Bayboro,  N.C. 
COORDINATORS  OF  AT-RISK  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 
Rev.  Michael  Pope,  Associate  —  Oak  City  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
Rev.  Wavey  Williams,  Associate  —  Springfield  Memorial  Baptist  Church, 

Gastonia,  N.C. 
COORDINATORS  OF  IN-PRISON  MINISTRIES 
Chaplain  Betty  Brown  —  North  Carolina  Correctional  Institution  for  Women, 

Raleigh,  N.C. 

Wright  Cadwell  —  First  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
COORDINATORS  OF  AFTERCARE  MINISTERS 

Rev.  Carolyn  Brown,  Associate  —  North  End  Baptist  Church,  Rocky  Mount, 

N.C. 

Paul  Bridgers  —  First  Baptist  Church,  Goldsboro,  N.C. 
OUR  NEXT  OFFICIAL  OISM  MEETING 

Saturday,  Jan.  26,  2002  at  GBSC  Headquarters,  Raleigh,  N.C,  10  a.m. 


A  Black  College  is  not  so  much  a  harvest  ground  as  it  is  a  road  to  Higher 
Ground.  Judith  Boswell  Griffin 

SAVE  THE  DATE 

BLACK  COLLEGE  AWARENESS  DAY 
SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  28,  2002  •  10  A.M.-3  RM. 
Friendship  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Charlotte,  N.C. 
Dr.  Clifford  A.  Jones  Sr.,  Senior  Minister 

Over  50  Historically  Black  Colleges/Universities 
Financial  Aid  Information  •  High  School  Band  Showcase 
Voter  Registration  •  College  Survival  Rap  Sessions 
ADA/Disabilities  Information  •  Greek  Displays 
Door  Prizes  and  more... 
For  more  information,  contact  Cathy  Jones  (704)  537-6197 
or  Diane  Ellis  (704)  370-5675 
"Servants  Affirming  God's  Word  Globally" 
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Health  &  Human  Services 

By  Anita  Holmes,  Executive  Director 


January  is  National  Eye  Care  Month 


Until  recently,  I  do  not  recall  ever  hear- 
ing that  January  is  National  Eye  Care 
Month.  I  suppose  this  lack  of  visibility  re- 
flects the  generally  poor  attention  given  to 
eye  care.  For  many,  getting  to  a  general 
medical  practitioner  or  what  is  frequently 
termed  "the  doctor"  can  be  difficult  enough. 
For  most,  getting  to  the  ophthalmologist  or 
eye  doctor  is  even  more  of  a  challenge. 
Even  among  health  professionals  and  health 
promotion  efforts,  eye  care  has  often  re- 
ceived secondary  status.  For  instance,  for 
the  first  time,  the  government  sponsored 
Healthy  People  2010,  a  national  blue  print 
for  reducing  significant  preventable  health 
threats,  includes  vision  objectives. 

In  addition  to  affecting  the  general 
quality  of  life,  visual  impairment  can  sig- 
nificantly impact  daily  activities,  learning, 
communication,  work,  and  health.  In  the 
United  States,  almost  fourteen  million  per- 
sons are  estimated  to  have  low  vision.  The 
leading  cause  of  visual  impairment  are  dia- 
betic retinopahty,  cataract,  glaucoma,  and 
age  related  macular  degeneration. 

With  diabetes,  too  much  sugar  in  the 
blood  for  a  long  period  of  time  causes  com- 
plications. This  high  blood  sugar  can  dam- 
age many  parts  of  the  body,  including  the 
eyes.  However  there  is  a  lot  that  can  be  done 
to  prevent  or  slow  down  problems.  People 
with  diabetes  are  also  more  likely  to  have 
cataracts  and  glaucoma.  To  prevent  diabe- 
tes eye  problems,  it  is  recommended  by  the 
National  Diabetes  Information  Clearing- 
house that  those  person  with  diabetes: 

•  Keep  their  blood  sugar  and  blood 

pressure  as  close  to  normal  as  possible. 

•  Have  an  eye  doctor  perform  a  dilated  eye 

examine  once  a  year. 


•  Have  the  eye  doctor  check  for  signs  of 

cataract  and  glaucoma. 

•  If  pregnant,  see  an  eye  doctor  during  the 

first  three  months  of  pregnancy. 

•  If  planning  to  get  pregnant,  ask  the 

doctor  if  they  should  have  an  eye  exam. 

•  Do  not  smoke. 

Glaucoma,  another  major  eye  problem, 
disproportionately  impacts  African  Ameri- 
cans. Like  diabetes  and  hypertension, 
which  may  go  undetected  until  the  damage 
is  done,  at  least  half  of  the  persons  affected 
with  glaucoma  do  not  now  they  have  it. 
Therefore,  these  persons  are  not  able  to 
benefit  from  the  treatments  available. 

While  visual  impairments  can  increase 
with  age,  many  infants  and  young  children 
are  at  high  risk  for  vision  problems.  Vision 
problems  may  begin  before  children  start 
school.  Therefore,  Healthy  People  2010 
recommends  that  a  screening  examination 
be  performed  on  children  before  they  reach 
five  years  of  age. 

Although  the  above  discussion  does 
not  include  specific  information  on  other 
eye  health  problems  and  is  designed  to  gen- 
erally raise  awareness,  it  is  important  to 
remember  that  blindness  and  visual  impair- 
ment can  generally  be  reduced  with  early 
detection  and  treatment.  The  above  infor- 
mation should  not  take  the  place  of  the  ad- 
vice of  your  health  care  provider.  Please 
contact  your  health  care  provider  concern- 
ing the  eye  care  recommendations  appro- 
priate for  you. 

If  you  are  seeking  an  eye  care  profes- 
sional, you  may  wish  to  ask  your  doctor, 
family  members  and  friends,  call  a  hospi- 
tal, and/or  contact  your  insurance  company 
or  health  plan  to  see  what  providers  and 


services  are  covered.  If  you  need  financial 
assistance,  the  following  resources  may  be 
helpful: 

•  Eye  Care  America  —  National  Eye  Care 

Project  (Free  and  low  cost  eye  exams 
for  U.S.  citizens  65  and  older  who  have 
not  had  access  to  an  ophthalmologist 
in  the  past  three  years). 
Call  1-800-222-EYES. 

•  Vision  USA  (Free  eye  care  to  uninsured, 

low-income  workers  and  their  families. 
Screening  takes  place  only  during 
January,  with  exams  provided  later  in 
the  year).  CaU  1-800-766-4466. 

•  Lions  Clubs  International  (Services  vary 

from  club  to  club).  Check  your  tele 
phone  book  for  the  local  club  or  call 
the  national  office:  1-630-571-5466. 

•  Celebrate  Sight:  Do  You  Know  Your 

Glaucoma  Risk?  (Free  examinations 
and  treatment  for  glaucoma  to  people 
without  medical  insurance). 
Call  1-800-391-EYES. 

•  Mission  Cataract  USA  (Free  cataract 

surgery).  Call  1-800-343-7265. 

•  Knights  Templar  Eye  Foundation 

(Assistance  for  eye  surgery). 
Call  1-733-205-3838. 

•  Sight  for  Students,  a  Vision  Service  Plan 

(Eye  examination  and  glasses  to 
children  18  years  and  younger). 
Call  1-888-290-4964. 

•  New  Eyes  for  the  Needy  (Vouchers  for 

new  prescription  eyeglasses). 
Call  1-973-376-4903. 

•  The  Medicine  Program  (Assistance  in 

enrolling  in  patient  assistance 
programs  that  provide  prescription 
medicine).  CaU  1-573-996-7300. 

•  Directory  of  Prescription  Drug  Patient 
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Assistance  Programs  1999-2000 
(Identifies  company  programs  that 
provide  prescription  medications  free 
of  charge  to  physicians  for  qualifying 
patients).  Call  1-800-PMA-INFO. 
The  following  sources  were  used  in  the 
development  of  this  article  may  be  con- 
tacted for  additional  information: 
National  Eye  Institute 
2020  Vision  Place 
Bethesda,  MD  20892-3655 
1-301-496-5248 
www.nei.nih.gov 

National  Diabetes  Information  Clearing- 
house: 

1  Information  Way 
Bethesda,  MD  20892-3560 
Phone:  1-301-654-3327 
Fax: 1-301-907-8906 
Email:  ndic@info.niddk.nih.gov 

Healthy  People  2010 
http://www.health.gov/healthypeople 
Healthy  People  Information  hne:  1-800- 
367-4725 

As  we  seek  to  make  positive  changes 
during  the  New  Year,  let  us  take  better  care 
of  our  eyes  and  encourage  others  —  fam- 
ily, friends,  congregation  members,  and  co- 
workers to  seek  "eye  health." 


FAITH  AND  F ITNESS  •  By  Charolette  H.  Leach,  M.S. 


Body  &  Soul  In  Tact  for  the  Journey 


God  once  again  has  extended  his  ulti- 
mate Grace  and  Mercy  toward  his  people 
by  allowing  us  to  witness  another  New 
Year!  Happy  New  Year  to  all! 

If  you  are  a  regular  reader  of  "Faith  and 
Fitness"  articles,  you  may  recall  that  a 
couple  of  months  ago,  I  mentioned  that 
Lewis  Chapel  Baptist  Church  is  involved 
in  a  project  entitled  "Body  &  Soul"  A 
Celebration  of  Healthy  Living.  This  project, 
sponsored  by  the  American  Cancer  Society  has 
a  proven  record  of  success  in  getting  partici- 
pants of  African- American  churches  to  increase 
the  servings  of  fruits  and  vegetables  that  they 
eat  The  project  was  adapted  from  two  effective 
projects,  "Black  Churches  United  for  Better 
Health"  and  "Eat  for  Life." 

The  Body  &  Soul  church  committee 
made  plans  for  December  9,  2001,  to  be 
Body  &  Soul  Day.  We  decided  that  we 
would  provide  information  to  the  100 
Project  Participants  on  that  day  along  with 
having  fruit  available  for  parishioners  as 
they  left  the  services.  We  also  made  plans 
to  make  a  variety  of  fruit-flavored 
smoothies  for  parishioners  after  the  1 1  a.m. 


service. 

The  American  Cancer  Society  stresses 
that  project  success  increases  with  Pastor 
support.  1  met  with  our  Pastor,  Dr.  John  D. 
Fuller  Sr.  and  asked  what  he  would  like  to 
do  in  support  of  the  project.  He  informed 
me  that  he  would  preach  a  sermon  on 
healthy  living  on  Body  &  Soul  Day. 

1  must  admit  that  Dr.  Fuller  came 
through  and  preached  a  wonderful  and  in- 
spiring message,  entitled  "Body  &  Soul" 
In  Tact  for  the  Journey. 

The  focal  scripture  came  from  III  John 
2,  "Beloved,  I  wish  above  all  things  that 
thou  mayest  prosper  and  be  in  health, 
even  as  thy  soul  prospereth." 

Following  are  highlights  of  Pastor 
Fuller's  message: 

The  Soul,  which  longs  for  shelter  with 
the  eternal,  will  find  its  way  to  the  eternal, 
regardless.  With  this  as  a  fact,  we  can  fo- 
cus on  the  journey  of  the  soul  to  the  eter- 
nal. There  are  many  alternate  routes  that 
can  be  taken  to  accomplish  the  journey. 
Some  routes  or  roads  may  be  better  than 
others.  When  we  consider  the  relationship 


of  the  Soul  to  the  Body,  a  healthy  body  that 
houses  the  soul  will  help  the  soul  to  have  a 
more  quality  ride  to  the  eternal.  The  soul 
may  stay  longer,  if  it  has  a  more  inviting 
place  to  abide. 

Our  bodies  are  Uke  used  cars  that  some- 
time need  repair.  Sometimes  we  can  get  a 
good  engine  from  a  wrecked  car  and  put  it 
in  a  car  that  needs  repairs  and  the  car  can 
continue  to  run  good.  Sometimes,  our  bod- 
ies need  some  repairs. 

We  need  to  do  a  better  job  of  maintain- 
ing our  bodies.  Consider  I  Thess.  5:23. 

"And  the  very  God  of  peace  sanctify 
you  wholly;  and  I  pray  God  your  whole 
spirit  and  soul  and  body  be  preserved 
blameless  unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ." 

This  scripture  shows  us  that  balance  is 
necessary.  We  are  to  take  care  of  our  spir- 
its, souls,  and  bodies  until  Jesus  returns.  We 
must  make  repairs  to  improve  our  bodies, 
when  we  'can.  The  suggestions  for  improve- 
ment were: 

•  Live  Right 

•  Eat  a  Proper  diet  and  exercise 
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•  Don't'  smoke  anything 

•  Refrain  from  drinking  alcohol 

•  Be  mindful  of  how  we  use  and  j 
misuse  the  body  i 

We  should  take  steps  to  provide  a  good 
place  for  our  souls  to  dwell,  while  we  are 
here.  We  need  to  get  sleep  and  rest  and  the 
amount  of  sleep  and  rest  we  need  increases 
as  we  age. 

With  regard  to  suggestions  for  eating, 
we  need  to  eat  the  right  foods  and  in  the 
right  amounts.  We  sometimes  say  that  we 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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A  Charge  To  Keep  I  Have 


By  Rev.  Dennis  Leach  ,  BS.  M.Div. 

A  charge  to  keep  I  have,  A  God  to  glorify, 
who  gave  His  Son  my  soul  to  save,  and  Fit 
it  for  the  sky.  To  serve  this  present  age,  my 
calling  to  fulfill,  O  may  it  all  my  powers 
engage,  to  do  my  Masters  will. 

The  understanding  that  one  has  been 
"called"  to  ministry  is  essential  in  the  Bap- 
tist denomination.  So  the  question  arises: 
To  what  is  the  minister  called,  a  career  or  a 
profession?  To  an  occupation  or  a  vocation? 
A  call  to  ministry  is  also  a  call  to  prepara- 
tion. Preparation  involves  coming  to  grips 
with  your  calling.  Jesus  after  calling  the 
disciples  taught  them  about  the  Kingdom 
of  God,  about  himself,  about  reUgious  lead- 
ers, about  people,  and  about  ministry.  On 
top  of  that  Jesus  equipped  his  disciples  with 
some  intangibles.  Just  as  Jesus  played  a 
crucial  role  in  the  life  and  ministry  of  his 
disciples,  senior  pastors  should  do  likewise 
for  their  sons  and  daughters,  who  answer 
their  calls  to  the  gospel  ministry.  Could  you 
imagine  what  would  have  happened  if  Jesus 
had  just  called  his  disciples  and  assumed 
they  had  learned  enough  growing  up  in  the 
synagogue,  and  sent  them  out  to  serve?  The 
outcome  would  be  predictable;  you  would 
end  up  with  a  ministry  mess.  To  build  a 
ministry  based  on  integrity  requires  that  a 
minister's  sense  of  caUing,  and  concept  of 
service  must  be  biblical,  ethical,  and  Christ- 


are  focusing  on  healthy  eating  by  sticking 
to  salad.  But  we  defeat  the  purpose,  if  we 
load  our  plate  and  include  lots  of  bacon  bits, 
cheese,  and  high-fat  dressing.  What  we  are 
eating  and  how  much,  must  be  considered, 
even  if  the  food  is  supposed  to  be  a  "healthy 
selection."  We  must  consider  Genesis 
2:9a": 

"And  out  of  the  ground  made  the 
Lord  God  to  grow  ever  tree  that  is  pleas- 
ant to  the  sight,  and  good  for  food;" 

Based  on  what  God  intended  for  food 
from  the  beginning,  we  need  to  eat  more 
fruits  and  vegetables.  We  are  encouraged 
to  eat  at  least  five  servings  of  fruits  and 
vegetables  everyday.  As  we  eat  more  fruits 
and  vegetables,  we  must  also  make  sure  that 
we  are  eating  the  right  serving  sizes  of 
meats.  We  should  strive  to  Live  Right, 
Sleep  Right,  Rest  Right,  Eat  Right,  and 
Exercise  Right.  Regardless  of  the  exercise 
that  we  choose,  we  must  try  to  exercise 
more  conscientiously.  We  must  do  some- 
thing that  wUl  cause  our  heart  rate  to  go  up 
and  make  us  sweat,  on  a  regular  basis.  There 
are  two  scriptures  to  keep  in  mind  Hebrews 
12:1  and  I  Cor.  6:19  in  mind: 

Wherefore  seeing  we  also  are  com- 
passed about  vnth  so  great  a  cloud  of 
witnesses,  let  us  lay  aside  every  weight, 
and  the  sin  which  doth  so  easily  beset  us, 
and  let  us  run  with  patience  the  race  that 


like.  Jesus  not  only  called  the  twelve,  but 
he  helped  to  prepare  them  for  service. 

Most  Baptist  ministers  would  like  to 
identify  with  Jeremiah's  account  of  his  call- 
ing: "The  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  me, 
saying,  'Before  I  formed  you  in  the  womb 
I  knew  you,  before  you  were  bom  I  set  you 
apart;  I  appointed  you  as  a  prophet  to  the 
nations'"  (Jeremiah  1:4,5).  Jeremiah  the 
messenger  from  God  to  Israel  beheved  that 
the  Sovereign  Lord  graciously  planned  for 
him  to  be  a  spokesman  for  God  from  the 
beginning  of  his  existence.  Christian  min- 
isters should  likewise  be  confident  of  God's 
plan  for  their  lives  as  revealed  in  their  call 
to  the  Christian  ministry.  This  conviction 
about  the  will  of  God  is  more  than  a  choice 
of  careers  according  to  a  personality  inven- 
tory; it  is  an  acknowledgment  of  a  divine 
appointment.  As  God  called  Moses  and  sent 
him  on  a  mission  of  redemption  (Ex.  3:10), 
so  God  calls  and  sends  the  modem  pastor/ 
minister.  Our  response  to  the  Lord's  call- 
ing should  be  like  that  of  Isaiah,  "Here  am 
I,  send  me!"  (Isaiah  6:8).  In  the  Baptist 
church  a  call  to  ministry  is  primarily  un- 
derstood as  a  call  to  preach  the  gospel.  It  is 
God-led  and  ordained  preaching  of  the 
word  of  God  that  people  really  need  in  this 
hour.  Preaching  is  the  first  thing  that  Jesus 
tells  his  disciples  to  do  when  he  sends  them 
out  to  minister  (Matt.  10:7).  And  it  is  God- 


is  set  before  us,  Hebrew  12:1. 

What?  Know  ye  not  that  your  body 
is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is 
in  you,  which  ye  have  of  God,  and  ye  are 
not  your  own?  I  Cor.  6: 19 

Our  bodies  are  the  temples  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  we  do  not  have  the  right  to  do 
whatever  we  want  with  our  bodies.  People 
who  beheve  that  they  can  live  any  way  that 
they  wish,  may  a  few  years  down  the  road 
have  trouble  breathing  and  not  be  able  to 
walk  very  far.  We  are  not  our  own  and  our 
body  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

We  have  been  bought  with  a  price  by  Jesus. 
Jesus  paid  it  aU,  all  to  him  we  owe.  The  free- 
dom that  Jesus  bought  for  us  obligates  us  to  woric 
toward  having  the  best  bodies  possible  so  that 
we  can  run  as  long  as  we  can. 

If  we  rent  an  apartment,  we  do  not  vio- 
late the  building  mles.  Our  bodies  belong 
to  God  and  we  must  not  violate  the  build- 
ing mles. 

We  must  Uve  right,  give  God  free  reign, 
and  eat  right,  by  filling  up  on  God's  Word! 
We  are  filled  up  on  a  lot  of  things,  but  we 
must  fill  up  on  God's  Word!  We  must  exer- 
cise right  by  letting  the  Holy  Ghost  take 
control.  We  can  clap  our  hands  and  mn  for 
the  Lord!  We  must  mn  and  see  what  the 
ends  going  to  be!  Keep  the  Body  and  Soul 
In  Tact  for  the  Journey,  so  that  we  can  mn 
on  to  see  what  the  end  will  be! 


inspired  preaching  that  the  poor,  those 
bound,  the  spiritually  blind,  and  the  op- 
pressed need  to  hear  (Luke  4: 18,19).  When 
Jesus  read  in  the  synagogue  at  Nazareth 
from  the  book  of  Isaiah,  three  of  the  pur- 
poses of  God's  anointing  addressed  preach- 
ing. Preaching  to  the  poor,  preaching  de- 
liverance to  the  captives,  and  preaching  the 
acceptable  year  of  the  Lord.  Preaching  is 
central  to  the  minister's  call,  or  charge.  God 
has  chosen  the  vehicle  of  preaching  to  reach 
the  lost,  the  hurting,  the  discouraged,  the 
disillusioned,  the  weak,  and  the  oppressed 
of  this  world.  Preaching  and  ministry  go 
hand  in  hand.  Every  person  called  to  the 
gospel  ministry  ought  to  be  able  to  preach, 
or  say  a  word  for  the  Lord.  I  once  heard  a 
senior  pastor  say  that  folks  in  the  church 
will  forgive  a  preacher  for  almost  anything, 
except  not  preaching  on  Sunday  morning. 
Nolan  B.  Harmon  writes  in  his  book  Min- 
isterial Ethics  and  Etiquette: 

The  sermon  is,  by  estabhshed  cus- 
tom, a  monologue  that  the 
preacher  delivers  without  fear  of 
contradiction  or  intermption.  But 
if  the  preacher,  who  is  now  pro- 
tected by  laws  prohibiting  any 
intermption  of  divine  services, 
were  to  expect  the  flow  of  his 
logic  to  be  challenged  or  ques- 
tioned, there  would  be  fewer 
weak  arguments,  and  poorly  con- 
stmcted  sermons  being  deUvered. 
Preaching  has,  is,  and  will  go  on.  Paul's 
advice  to  young  pastor  Timothy  was  to: 
"Study,  to  shew  myself  approved  unto  God, 
a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed, 
rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth  "  (II  Timo- 
thy 2:15).  Preaching  is  not  a  nataral  en- 
counter. It  requires  preparation,  and  prac- 
tice. Preaching  should  always  be  seen  as  a 
serious  matter  by  those  called  to  preach. 
Lives  are  at  stake,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
kingdom  of  God  on  earth  rest  in  the  hands 
and  hearts  of  the  clergy  who  articulate  its 
meaning.  Preaching  empowered  by  the 
Spirit  transforms  the  world  of  those  who 
hear  God's  word.  It  is  a  grand  and  awe- 
some task  of  mounting  the  steps  of  a  pul- 
pit. When  ministers  are  tme  to  their  call, 
their  preaching  will  be  effective.  As  we 
prepare  to  preach,  seek  a  complete  knowl- 
edge of  the  passage,  and  read  all  that  you 
can  that  may  be  pertinent  to  it.  Use  ency- 
clopedias, Bible  dictionaries,  commentar- 
ies, and  other  homiletical  materials.  Draw 
on  anything  in  history,  in  hterature,  or  in 
life  to  make  the  passage  God  has  inspired 
meaningful  and  pertinent  to  the  people  you 
are  preaching  to.  Under-gird  your  prepa- 
ration with  prayer!  The  New  Testament 
speaks  of  preaching  as  proclamation,  a 
herald's  tmmpet  announcing  the  Lord  who 
came,  died,  rose,  and  is  coming  again.  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  our  call- 
ing is  partly  validated  by  those  to  whom 
we  preach  to  on  Sunday  mornings.  From  a 
Hebrew  perspective,  the  word  "amen"  is 
to  be  in  agreement  with  what  has  been  said. 
And,  from  the  African- American  perspec- 
tive the  preacher  enjoys  when  the  people 
talk  back  to  him  or  her  in  agreement.  The 
late  Dr.  Samuel  D.  Proctor  writes  in  his 
collaborative  book.  We  Have  This  Minis- 
try. 

In  earUer  times,  when  education 
was  a  very  special  privilege,  the 
pastor  may  well  have  been  the 
only  educated  person  available 
and  had  to  function  as  a  library, 
an  almanac,  a  travel  bureau,  a  first 
aid  expert,  an  attomey,  an  archi- 
tect, and  an  investment  counse- 
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lor.  Even  today,  in  many  poor 
communities  where  few  people 
have  succeeded  in  becoming  edu- 
cated, the  pastor  remains  the  main 
resource  person.  Obviously,  edu- 
cation can  never  be  a  substitute 
for  piety,  devotion,  and  sterling 
Christian  character.  Learning 
alone  will  never  do  as  the  pastor's 
principle  gift.  But  no  congrega- 
tion should  have  to  choose  be- 
tween "learning  and  burning," 
between  intellectual  acumen  and 
spiritual  fervor. 

God's  work  and  people  can  be  quite 
complicated;  it  is  in  your  best  interest  to 
do  all  you  can  to  prepare  yourself  for  king- 
dom work.  If  you  are  not,  or  unable  to  go 
to  the  academy,  then  bring  the  academy  to 
you.  At  a  minimum,  purchase  books  and 
materials  that  will  help  to  inform  and  in- 
fluence you  about  the  do's  and  don'ts  of 
ministry.  As  a  young  pastor  who  had  not 
formally  been  trained  beyond  a  GEO,  I 
chose  to  expand  my  library.  To  be  tmthful 
I  believe  God  watched  over  me  in  that  pas- 
torate so  that  I  did  not  make  a  ministry  mess 
until  I  could  be  formally  trained.  Having 
had  a  mentor  who  had  graduated  from  an 
accredited  seminary  helped  tremendously. 
The  church  where  I  attend,  Lewis  Chapel 
in  Fayetteville  has  a  model  program  in 
place  to  assist  those  coming  to  grips  with  a 
call  to  the  preaching  ministry.  Dr.  Fuller, 
the  senior  pastor  at  Lewis  Chapel  has  evi- 
dently accepted  his  responsibility  in  help- 
ing to  equip  persons  entering  the  ministry 
by  putting  in  a  "Ministerial  Development 
Course."  The  course  is  a  prerequisite  for 
candidates,  and  its  purpose  is  designed  to 
assist  the  candidate  in  preparation  for  their 
trail  sermon,  through  a  six  month  course 
that  examines  "The  Call,  Christian  Ethics, 
Church  Etiquette,  Christian  Doctrines, 
Worship  in  the  Christian  Baptist  Church, 
Baptist  History/Polity,  Counseling,  and 
Conflict  Management."  The  candidates 
have  the  privilege  of  not  only  being  taught 
by  Dr.  Fuller  the  senior  pastor,  but  by 
graduates  from  ITC  Morehouse  School  of 
Religion,  Georgia,  Shaw  Divinity  School, 
North  Carolina,  South  Eastem  Seminary, 
North  Carolina  and  Guadalupe  Seminary, 
Texas. 

After  completing  my  own  seminary 
training,  I  was  asked  a  question  by  the  Vice 
President  of  Carver  Bible  College  in  At- 
lanta, Ga.  He  asKed:  "reverend  what  did 
they  teach  you,  and  what  did  you  leam 
while  in  the  seminary?"  I  told  him  I  learned 
how  much  I  don't  know.  Dr.  John  D.  Fuller 
Sr.,  GBSC  President  puts  it  this  way:  "any 
university,  or  college  teaches  more  than 
you  can  leam."  My  brothers  and  sisters  I 
wish  you  well  as  you  seek  to  answer  God's 
call  to  the  gospel  ministry,  and  as  you  en- 
deavor to  fulfill  admirably  your  cleric 
charge. 


As  the  New  Year  approaches 

keep  your  eyes  focused 
on  His  beautiful  creations! 


Faith  and  Fitness  continued,.. 
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Global  Mission  Home  and  Abroad 


This  is  to  introduce  to  you  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Elbert  Lee,  pastor  of  the  North  End 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  and  chair- 
man of  Global  Mission  Home  and 
Abroad  and  Dr.  Pearl  Younis  Grayson, 
president,  respectively,  of  the  non- 
profit enterprise,  HOLY-HOLY  Incor- 
porated. 

These  two  personalities  of  the 


Christian  praxis  have  bonded  themselves 
in  a  functional  partnership  of  Kingdom 
building,  in  an  endeavor  to  help  rebuild  with 
us  the  vineyards  of  basic  services  and  ben- 
efits for  the  beleaguered  people  of  rural  and 
urban  Liberia,  especially  women  and  chil- 
dren, engaged  in  the  process  of  repatriation 
and  reconstruction. 

In  all  their  endeavors  of  selfless 


upliftment,  accordingly,  the  government 
of  Liberia  would  greatly  appreciate  the 
humanitarian  and  solidaristic  contribu- 
tions of  all  peoples  and  organizations 
everywhere. 

Faithfully  yours, 
Jonathan  C.  Taylor 
Minister  of  State  for  Presidential 
Affairs  and  Chief  of  Staff 


Submitted  by  Dr.  Elbert  Lee 

This  is  a  letter  introducing  a  Christian 
non-profit  co-operation,  called  HOLY- 
HOLY  GLOBAL  MISSION,  home  and 
abroad.  HOLY-HOLY  GLOBAL  MISSION 
was  or  has  been  established  mainly  to  carry 
out  the  word  and  love  of  our  Father,  The 
Almighty  God  in  sharing  all  assistance  in 
clothing,  food,  clothing,  medicine  and 
medical  assistance;  financial  assistance, 
bibles,  children  school  supplies  and  last  but 
not  least  all  assistance  possible  for  the  needs 
and  help  of  all  people  of  Monrovia,  Liberia, 
in  West  Africa  and  other  Africa  countries. 

The  chairman  of  HOLY-HOLY  is  Rev. 
Dr.  Elbert  Lee  Jr.,  pastor  of  the  North  End 
Missionary  Baptist  Church.  In  addition  to 
pastoring  he  is  also  affiliated  with  other 
organizations.  The  president  of  HOLY- 
HOLY,  Dr.  Pearl  Younis  Grayson,  a  patriot 
daughter  and  great-granddaughter  of 
Liberia,  a  member  of  North  End  Mission- 
ary Church  and  a  bom  in  Christian,  Liberia 
being  the  first  independent  and  most  peace- 
ful country  in  the  entire  Africa,  a  country 
founded  by  the  American  colonization  so- 
ciety for  the  return  of  freed  slave  to  Africa 
after  slavery.  A  hard  working  country  for 
the  entire  Africa's  Freedom  (The  Mother 
of  OAU). 

Liberia  started  in  1 822,  Liberia  is  more 
than  a  hundred  years  old,  has  been  a  hard 
and  prosperous,  upUfting  encouragement  to 
all  other  African  countries  independence. 

Liberia  had  never  had  political  clashes, 
nor  problems  all  her  Ufe,  not  until  the  early 


80's  for  the  first  time  in  history.  After  or  in 
the  90' s  a  civil  political  war  broke  up.  That 
war  destroyed  Liberia  in  many  ways. 
"The  Last  Supper" 

The  Last  Supper  was  an  opportunity  for 
a  final  act  of  table  fellowship  between  Jesus 
and  his  disciples.  Clearly  Jesus  anticipates 
his  imminent  death  and  as  such  give  sacra- 
mental overtones  to  the  bread  and  the  wine 
as  symbols  of  his  body  and  blood.  The 
blood  of  Jesus  was  to  become  the  new  ba- 
sis or  kinship  among  those  who  are  within 
the  true  family  of  Christ.  This  became  the 
basis  of  Christians  calling  themselves 
brother  and  sisters. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  our  trip  back 
to  Liberia  by  the  end  of  August  through 
September  2002.  We  will  be  having  all 
needs  and  every  possible  means  of  assis- 
tance to  our  brothers,  sisters,  children  and 
churches  of  the  great  Liberia  shipped  in 
advance  of  the  trip  to  enable  our  meeting 
upon  arrival. 

Pastor  Seeks  Partnership  With  Liberia 

A  visiting  pastor  from  the  North-end 
Baptist  Church  in  North  Carolina,  Rev.  Dr. 
Elbert  Lee  Jr.,  has  toured  several  areas  in 
Bomi  County  for  possible  assistance  to  the 
Liberian  people. 

Dr.  Lee  said  despite  the  negative  views 
and  perceptions  about  Liberia  in  the 
Diaspora:  he  will  forge  partnership  with 
several  organizations  to  alleviate  the  cur- 
rent hardship  and  provide  employment. 

Speaking  at  the  Providence  Baptist 
Church  in  Monrovia,  where  he  served  as 


guest-preacher  over  the  weekend.  Dr.  Lee 
said  he  is  interested  in  how  Liberians  can 
have  food,  shelter  and  medical  care  at  their 
disposal. 

Visiting  the  Health  Ministry,  Old  Folks 
Home,  several  learning  institutions  and 
parts  of  Bomi  County,  Dr.  promised  to  make 
a  difference  in  the  lives  of  the  suffering 
masses. 

Preaching  on  the  topic  "The  Beauty  of 
Heaven,  A  Condition  of  Healing,"  Dr.  Lee 
urged  Liberians  to  carve  out  a  development 
frame  work  for  the  survival  of  the  nation. 

Dr.  Lee  said  the  destruction  of  the  coun- 
try was  enormous  and  needs  urgent  assis- 
tance from  the  international  community  in 
rebuilding. 

The  Baptist  prelate  said  he  took  inter- 
est in  Liberia  since  the  Baptist  Conference 
in  North  Carolina,  when  Dr.  Pearl  Younis 
Grayson  of  the  Providence  Baptist  Church 
briefed  him  about  the  prevailing  economic 
hardship. 

Dr.  Lee  then  promised  to  visit  Liberia 
to  get  a  glimpse  of  how  the  country  looks 
and  to  find  ways  of  alleviated  the  suffering 
of  the  people. 

For  her  part.  Dr.  Grayson  said  as  a  pa- 
triot daughter  of  Liberia,  she  will  explore 
all  avenues  that  will  bring  peace  and  eco- 
nomic development  in  the  county. 

She  said  Liberia  would  be  great  if  all 
peace  loving  citizens  who  are  privileged  to 
visit  the  international  community  attract 
investors  to  Liberia. 

Meanwhile,  the  Baptist  preacher  said  he 


Dr.  Elbert  Lee 

wants  to  meet  with  President  Charles  Tay- 
lor to  discuss  the  immediate  priorities  of 
the  country. 

Dr.  Lee  also  promised  to  meet  other  hu- 
man right  groups,  youth  organizations  to 
discuss  issues  affecting  the  country. 
Wish  List 

Prayers,  desk  top  computer  with  acces- 
sories/software, sewing  machines  — 
manual  (new/used),  photocopier,  mimeo- 
graphing machines  and  accessories,  school 
kits  (pens,  pencils,  notebooks,  crayons, 
ruler,  back  pack,  etc.),  health  kits/toiletries, 
garden  vegetable  seeds,  Bibles,  Bible  por- 
tions, tracks,  hymn  books  (new/used), 
clothing/bedding/footwear,  rice  (staple 
food,  100  lb.  bag  costs  U.S.  $40),  foodstuff 
—  canned  goods  (high  protein),  milk,  etc., 
(non-perishables),  household  utensils,  mo- 
torbikes/bicycles (with  spares  and  tools)  for 
field  evangelists,  scholarship  assistance  for 
seminary  students  (U.S.  $650  per  year  per 
student  —  tuition/books/fees  in  Liberia), 
gifts/assistance  to  local  pastors  and  field 
evangelists  (The  average  pastor  earns  be- 
tween U.S.  $5-$20  per  month  depending 
on  the  size  of  the  church),  still  and  video 
cameras  (used/new),  manual  typewriters, 
tractor  for  farming,  agricultural  imple- 
ments, transportation  —  4WD  jeep/truck/ 
mini  bus  (shift  stick  gears),  megaphones 
and  diesel  generator  set  (20-75  KVA). 


Bear  Creek  Association  Launches  Use  Of  New  Building 


r  ^ 


By  The  Free  Press 

GOLDSBORO  —  The  Bear  Creek  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Association  Headquarter's  has 
built  a  multipurpose  edition  to  their  current  head- 
quarters and  is  making  it  available  for  pubhc 
use. 

Ground  was  broken  and  construction  began 
in  November  2000.  The  new  facihty,  phase  two 
of  a  four-phase  expansion  plan,  was  dedicated 
in  August.  The  facihty  is  available  for  the  gen- 
eral pubhc  in  nearby  counties  like  Wayne, 
Greene,  Lenoir,  Jones  and  Pitt,  and  serves  the 
many  congregations  who  are  associational 
members. 

"There  are  four  phases  to  our  vision  for  19 
acres  of  land  located  at  1800  South  Slocumb 
Street  in  Goldsboro,"  said  Dr.  WiUie  J.  Cox, 
moderator  of  the  association,  as  he  expounded 
on  the  vision  for  the  Baptist  headquarters.  Cox 
also  is  pastor  of  Greater  Mount  Zion  Mission- 
ary Baptist  Church  in  Kinston. 

Cox  stated  that  phase  one  saw  the  comple- 
tion of  a  sanctuary  for  worship  that  seats  a  con- 
gregation of  900  with  9,900  square  feet.  The 
choir  stand  seats  1 10  members.  Phase  two,  the 
multipurpose  building  completed  in  August,  is 
a  facility  of  six  classrooms,  (one  which  is  used 
for  the  Bear  Cret  k  Academy  Bible  class),  four 


Dr.  Willie  Cox 


The  Bear  Creek  Missionary  Association  Headquarters'  multipurpose  building  in 
Goldsboro,  top,  is  available  for  use  by  the  congregations  in  the  associations  in  the 
association  and  by  the  general  public.  The  dining  area  seats  500  and,  with  its  com- 
mercial kitchen,  includes  9,800  square  feet. 


offices  (including  the 
moderator's),  a  commer- 
cial kitchen  and  a  dining 
area  tiiat  seats  5(X),  with 
a  square  footage  of 9,800. 

The  total  value  of  the 
sanctuary  and  multipur- 
pose building  is  $  1 .4  mil- 
Uon,  not  including  the 
property.  Cox  said  he 
would  like  to  pave  all 
parking  lots  and  driveways  in  the  next  two  years 
to  complete  phase  one. 

Phase  three's  goal  is  to  build  30  retirement 
homes  for  the  elderly.  Phase  four  envisions  park 
and  recreation  facilities  to  be  developed  on  three 
and  one-half  acres  of  wooded  land. 

"These  facilities  have  been  developed  with 
the  community  and  surrounding  area  in  mind," 
Cox  said.  "They  are  privately  owned,  but  here 
to  serve  the  public." 

In  building  the  multipurpose  area,  1 2  differ- 
ent contractors  were  used.  They  gave  discounts 
as  donations  to  the  association  totahng  $26,000. 
"I  consider  it  a  miracle  to  be  able  to  build  for 
less  than  $500,000,"  continued  Cox.  "The  trust- 
ees appropriated  $519,179.49. 1  can't  see  how 
it  happened  other  than  to  say  'God  did  it'" 
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SHAW  UNIVERISTY  NEWS 


Shaw  University  School  and  Old  North  State 
Host  Health  and  Spirituality  Conference 


On  Saturday,  Dec.  8,  2001,  Shaw  Uni- 
versity Divinity  School  (SUDS)  and  Old 
North  State  Medical  Society  (ONS)  hosted 
the  First  Annual  Health  Enrichment 
Through  Medicine  and  Spirituality  Confer- 
ence. On  the  historic  campus  of  Shaw  Uni- 
versity, physicians,  ministers,  community 
leaders,  government  officials,  foundation 
and  business  leadership,  and  many  others 
committed  to  eliminating  health  disparity 
gathered  to  spend  the  day  engaging  in  dia- 
logue which  would  serve  as  a  "blueprint" 
for  health  enhancement,  especially  among 
African-Americans. 

The  goal  of  the  HEMS  Conference  was 
to  empower  churches  and  communities  to 
expand  their  repertoire  of  responses  to  con- 
ditions that  weaken  the  health  and  well- 
being  of  families,  friends,  and  future  gen- 
erations. 


Dr,  Olds 


Dean  Roberson 


Conference  presenters  included  Dr. 
James  T.  Roberson  Jr.,  Dean  of  SUDS,  Dr. 
WiUiam  B.  Olds,  President  of  ONS  Medi- 
cal Society  who  each  shared  the  vision  of 
their  respective  organizations  in  eliminat- 
ing health  disparities.  Dr.  Roberson's  an- 
nouncement of  a  course  on  Health  and 
Spirituality  to  be  offered  during  the  Spring 
2002  semester  was  received  with  applause. 
Dr.  Olds  indicated  that  the  Old  North  State 
Medical  Society  (ONS)  would  seek  to  in- 
volve churches  throughout  the  North  Caro- 
lina in  health  education  and  training. 

Other  discussion  leaders  and  their  top- 
ics: Eliminating  Health  Disparities  (Sonia 
Barnes,  Special  Assistant  for  Community 
Affairs  to  North  Carolina  Governor,  Mike 
Easley),  Caring  for  Our  Families  (George 
Saunders,  M.D.,  and  2nd  Vice  President  of 
ONS)  and  Dr.  James  Jones  of  Mount  Olive 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Windsor, 
N.C.),  Caring  for  Our  Mental  and  Emo- 
tional Health  (Thealeeta  Monet,  Executive 
Director  of  ONS),  Training  and  Educa- 
tion (Dr.  Joseph  Paige   

of  SUDS),  and  Fund- 
ing Options  (Leslie 
Brown,  Special  Assis- 
tant to  the  Director,  Of- 
fice of  Minority  Health, 
NC  DHHS). 

The  above  topics 
were  selected  because 
of  the  following  con- 
cerns, especially  in  the 
African-American  community:  Appropriate 
care  for  the  elderly,  escalating  diseases  like 
HIV  and  AIDS,  health  disparities,  heart  dis- 
ease, stroke,  renal  failure,  violence,  debili- 
tating circumstances  that  lead  to  poverty, 
untreated  emotional  challenges,  domestic 
abuse,  homelessness,  joblessness,  incar- 
ceration, and  permanent  underclass  status. 

Through  active  djialogue.  Conference 


Dr.  Paige 


Dr.  Hatch 


attendees  received  by  the  end  of  the  day 
(1)  compelling  perspectives  on  medicine 
and  spirituality  and  implications  for  health 
enhancement,  (2)  learned  strategies  for 
health  enhancements 
in  our  communities, 
and  (3)  discussed  ef- 
forts to  pursue  funding 
to  support  this  work. 
The  overwhelming 
opportunity  for  Con- 
ference attendees  was 
to  promote  health 
lifestyle  advocacy. 
Keynote  Address 

During  the  morning  session  Dr.  John 
Hatch,  Senior  Program  Development  Of- 
ficer with  the  General  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention of  North  Carolina,  gave  the  key- 
note address.  He  elaborated  on  Health  Pro- 
motion in  the  African-American  Commu- 
nity With  a  Focus  on  the  Contributions 
Faith  Organizations  Can  Play. 

Dr.  Hatch's  area  of  expertise  is  in  health 
promotion  and  disease  prevention  with 
black  church  organizations  as  sponsors  and 
facilitators.  For  over  40  years  he  has  been 
involved  in  teaching  and  research  related 
to  health  and  development.  He  currently  is 
involved  with  outreach  ministry  to  pregnant 
women  and  parents  with  children  under  two 
years  old  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Gen- 
eral Baptist  State  Convention. 

Dr.  Hatch  beUeves  that  institutional  sup- 
ports are  vital  to  maintenance  of  pro-fam- 
ily community  values.  He  sees  the  Black 
church  as  the  institution  of  primary  impor- 
tance in  encouraging  and  supporting  child 
friendly  communities.  Dr.  Hatch  was  com- 
missioner and  moderator  of  the  Medical 
Commission  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  Geneva,  Switzerland  from  1986 
to  1992.  In  this  role  he  was  involved  in 
health  and  development  on  a  worldwide 
basis.  During  the  1960's  and  70's,  Dr.  Hatch 
was  associated  with  the  Tufts  University 
Medical  School  Team  responsible  for  de- 
veloping the  nation's  first  and  second  com- 
prehensive community  health  centers  de- 
signed to  serve,  respectively,  rural  and  ur- 
ban and  low  and  modest  income  persons. 

Dr.  Hatch  has  written  over  30  scholar- 
ship publications  and  regularly  presents 
paper  on  matters  related  to  health  promo- 
tions and  development. 

Recognition  Luncheon 

During  the  Conference  luncheon,  spe- 
cial recognition  was  given  to  Dr.  George 
C.  Debnam,  local  physician,  community 
leader  and  member  of  Shaw  University 
Board  of  Trustees.  A  plaque  in  his  honor 
and  bearing  his  name  as  "embodiment  and 
personification  health  and  spirituality 
blended  and  offered  and  practiced  for  the 
enhancement  and  edification  of  humanity" 
wiU  be  displayed  in  the  George  C.  Debnam 
Hall  on  the  campus  Shaw  University.  Dr. 
Debnam  was  also  given  a  gift  of  inspira- 
tional verses.  Attending  the  Conference  and 
on  hand  to  witness  the  special  recognition 
were  Mrs.  Maijorie  Debnam,  wife  of  Dr. 
George  Debnam,  and  Dr.  Marie  Debnam, 
his  daughter  and  serves  in  the  medical  prac- 
tice with  her  father. 

About  the  Sponsors 


Dr.  Carl  Haisch  and 
Dr.  Marjorie  Debnam 

Shaw  University  is  the  oldest  histori- 
cally Black  University  in  the  South.  Shaw 
was  founded  in  1 865  by  New  England  mis- 
sionary, Henry  Martin  Tupper.  In  Decem- 
ber 1865,  Tupper  gathered  six  ex-slaves  for 
his  first  theology  class. 

By  the  end  of  the  19th  century,  Shaw 
University  was  comprised  of  the  Schools 
of  Medicine,  Pharmacy,  and  Law,  in  addi- 
tion to  a  College  of  Liberal  Arts  with  a 
Theological  Department.  In  1918,  the 
schools  of  Medicine,  Pharmacy,  and  Law 
were  dissolved  because  of  inadequate  fi- 
nances, the  College  of  Liberal  Arts  with  a 
Theological  Department  remained. 

In  1961  the  School  of  ReUgion  became 
Shaw  Divinity  School.  Today,  Shaw  Uni- 
versity Divinity  School  has  emerged  as  a 
leader  in  theological  education  for  the  Af- 
rican-American community. 

Dr.  Talbert  O.  Shaw  is  President  of 
Shaw  University.  Dr.  James  T.  Roberson  Jr. 
is  Dean  of  the  Divinity  School. 


The  Old  North  State  Medical  Society  is 
the  nation's  oldest  state  association  of  black 
physicians.  The  Society  was  founded  in 
1 886  and  has  from  that  date  until  the  present 
directed  its  energies  to  the  objectives  of  eq- 
uity in  health  care,  equal  opportunity  for 
black  professionals  and  equal  care  for  black 
patients.  It  involves  itself  in  advocacy  and 
health  promotion  and  through  all  areas  of 
life  that  influence  health  and  well-being. 
This  includes  education,  economics,  men- 
tal health,  family  and  community. 

Founded  in  1886  its  members  shared  a 
common  concern.  They  were  doubly  iso- 
lated. There  were  few  black  physicians  in 
practice,  and  they  practiced  with  the  black 
community,  without  access  to  further  edu- 
cation, or  to  hospitals  and  hospital  facih- 
ties.  A  new  thrust,  however,  developed  for 
the  Society  around  1920.  There  were  now 
a  number  of  highly  qualified  black  physi- 
cians in  North  Carolina.  The  Old  North 
State  provided  financial  support,  advice  and 
much  appreciated  moral  support  to  the  in- 
dividual physicians  who  then  found  them- 
selves fighting  the  battle  for  equaUty.  To- 
day, the  pool  of  black  minority  physicians 
in  the  state  is  approximately  1,200.  The 
organization  is  chartered  in  the  state  as  non- 
profit. In  addition,  a  series  of  local  or  county 
Medical  Societies  are  situated  throughout 
the  state  in  the  following  cities:  Charlotte, 
Greensboro,  Winston-Salem,  Raleigh, 
Durham,  Fayetteville  and  GreenvUle,  Eliza- 
beth City  and  Mount  Airy  are  also  devel- 
oping chapters. 

Dr.  William  B.  Olds  is  President  of  Old 
North  State  Medical  Society. 


From  the  Office  of  the 
Third  Vice  President 
Rev.  N.T  Davis 

Shaw  University  and  Shaw 
Divinity  School  News 

Grace  and  Peace  be  unto  you  all  in 
the  Baptist  family  across  the  State. 

Happy  New  year  and  Let  us  be  guided 
by  the  new  spirit  of  love  for  the  New  Year. 

The  Prison  Ministry  Conference  was 
Great,  and  successful.  To  God  be  the  glory 
for  the  things  He  is  doing  through  Rev. 
Michael  Smith  in  Prison  Ministry. 

As  of  this  writing  Shaw  Divinity 
School  is  doing  well.  The  new  programs 
that  have  been  implemented  are  going  well. 
Let  us  support  our  Dean. 

Shaw  University  is  doing  fine,  and  can 
always  use  your  support. 

As  we  begin  the  New  Year,  let  us  com- 
mit ourselves  to  help  make  this  school  Shaw 
University  and  Shaw  Divinity  School  the 
best. 

God  has  blessed  us  with  a  wonderful 
institution  in  the  heart  of  Raleigh  -as  well 
as  the  heart  of  Carolina. 

To  all  the  Baptist  Family,  Pastors  and 
Churches,  Please  put  the  schools  in  your 
budget  for  the  New  Year. 

Paul  writes  to  the  church  at  Corinth,  if 
any  man  be  in  Christ,  He  is  a  New  Crea- 
ture, old  things  have  passed  away  and  be- 
hold, aU  things  have  become  new.  Let's  start 


Rev.  N.T.  Davis 

the  New  with  a  New  Spirit  and  Attitude. 

Let  us  put  our  trust  in  God,  He  knows 
what  we  need.  The  needed  resources  for  this 
age  is  already  here. 

Let  us  share  them  and  put  them  where 
they  are  needed. 

The  past  few  years  things  have  been 
plentiful.  God  has  taken  care  of  us. 

Let  us  be  thankful  and  bless  his  name. 
1  will  bless  The  Lord  at  All  times,  His  Praise 
shall  always  be  in  my  mouth.  The  Lord  is 
Good,  His  Mercy  endureth  from  generation 
to  generation. 

Two  thousand  and  two  will  be  a  year 
of  lay  offs,  down  sizing,  but  the  work  of 
the  Lord  will  increase. 

If  you  need  a  job,  God's  vineyard  is 
still  open.  He  will  pay  for  what  is  right  and 
may  God  bless  you  all. 
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2002  GBSC  YOUTH 
ORATORICAL  CONFERENCE 

REACHING  THE  MASSES  ~  John  12:32 

June  26-29, 2002 

Fayetteville  State  University,  Fayetteville,  NC 

Congress  of  Christian  Education 
Dr.  Jasper  P.  Reed,  President 
Dr.  John  D.  Fuller  Sr.,  President  GBSC 
Dr.  Archie  Logan  Jr.,  Executive  Secretary  IVeasurer  GBSC 
3  Days  of  Christian  Education  featuring 
Praise  Teams  •  Step  Teams  •  Model  Worship  Service 
ORATORICALS 

Biblical  Instruction  •  Training  Sessions  •  Recreation  •  Tours  •  Concert 
Church  Registration  Pastor/Church  $100 
Contact  Person:  Ms.  Lula  Gainey  •  (910)  485-6752 


SENIOR  DIVISION 

The  Senior  Division  is  opened  to: 
RISING  fflGH  SCHOOL  SENIORS  AS 
OF  JULY  1, 2002  ONLY: 

The  contestants  should  be  active  in  their 
local  church  and  Sunday  school.  To  be 
valid,  the  application  must  be  signed  by  the 
Superintendent  of  their  Sunday  school  and 
President  of  their  Convention. 

Each  contestant  will  choose  his/her 
topic  from  the  approved  list,  compose  and 
memorize  his/her  speech.  Bring  one  copy 
of  your  speech  with  you  and  give  it  to  the 
director  of  your  participating  Division. 

At  least  FOUR  minutes  but  no  more 
than  FIVE  minutes  will  be  allowed  for  each 
contestant's  Oration.  If  your  speech  is  less 
than  FOUR  minutes  or  more  than  FIVE 
minutes  you  wiU  be  penalized  five  points. 
All  contestants  will  be  judged  by  compe- 
tent judges  on  the  following: 
Personal  Qualities  20  points 

Material  Organization  30  points 

Delivery  and  Presentation  30  points 
Overall  Effectiveness  20  points 

SENIOR  DIVISION  TOPICS—  2002 

1 .  Reaching  For  the  Gold 

2.  The  Excellency  of  God 

3.  Fruits  of  the  Spirit 

4.  People  of  Courage 

5.  The  (Man/Woman)  in  the  Mirror 

6.  God's  'Word:  The  Ultimate  Truth 

7.  Anchored  in  the  Lord 

8.  Serving  God  in  this  Present  Age 

9.  Knee-Power 

10.  Christ  AUve  In  Youth  in  Changing  Times 

STATE  DIVISION  AWARDS 

All  contestants  in  the  Senior  Division 
will  receive  a  Certificate  of  Participation. 
Winners  will  be  awarded  the  following: 
First  Place  $500,  A  Plaque 

Second  Place  $300,  A  Plaque 

Third  Place  $200,  A  Plaque 

JUNIOR  DIVISION 
The  Junior  Division  is  opened  for: 

Students  entering  Ninth,  Tenth  or  Eleventh 
grades  as  of  July  1 , 2002.  They  should  be  active 
in  their  local  church  and  Sunday  school.  To  be 
valid,  the  appUcation  must  be  signed  by  the 
Superintendent  of  their  Sunday  school  and  Presi- 
dent of  their  Convention. 

Each  contestant  will  choose  his/her 
topic  from  the  approved  list,  compose  and 
memorize  his/her  speech.  Bring  one  copy 
of  your  speech  with  you  and  give  it  to  the 
Director  of  your  participating  Division. 

At  least  FOUR  minutes  but  no  more 
than  FIVE  minutes  will  be  allowed  for  each 
contestant's  Oration.  If  your  speech  is  less 
than  FOUR  minutes  or  more  than  FIVE 
minutes  you  will  be  penalized  five  points. 

All  contestants  will  be  judged  by  com- 
petent judges  on  the  following: 
Personal  Qualities  20  points 

Material  Organization  30  points 

Delivery  and  Presentations  30  points 
Overall  Effectiveness  20  points 

JUNIOR  DIVISION  TOPICS  —  2002 
1 .  'yield  Not  1  o  Temptation 


2.  Stand  Up  For  Jesus 

3.  Changed,  Challenged  and  Charged 

4.  Can  I  Get  A  Witness? 

5.  Satisfied  With  Jesus 

6.  The  Highest  CalUng 

7.  Pressing  Toward  The  Mark 

8.  Jesus  Never  Fails 

9.  Serving  the  Lord  with  Gladness 

10.  Living  a  Christ-Centered  Life 

STATE  DIVISION  AWARDS 

All  contestants  in  the  Junior  Division 
receive  a  Certificate  of  Participation.  Win- 
ners will  be  awarded  the  following: 
First  Place  $200,  A  Plaque 

Second  Place  $  1 50,  A  Plaque 

Third  Place  $  100,  A  Plaque 

ATT  STATE  AWARDS  WILL  BE  MAILED 
DIRECTLY  FROM  THE  PARENT  BODY 
OFFICE.  ONLY  ONE  CONTESTANT 

FROM  EACH  DIVISION  WILL  BE 
ALLOWED  TO  PARTICIPATE  FROM 
EACH  ASSOCIATION 
PREPARATORY  DIVISION 

The  Preparatory  Division  is  opened  to: 
Students  entering  Sixth,  Seventh  or  Eighth 
grades  as  of  July  1,  2002.  Each  contestant 
will  choose  his/her  topic  from  the  approved 
Ust,  compose  and  memorize  his/her  speech. 

Bring  one  copy  of  your  speech  with  you 
and  give  it  to  the  Director  of  your  partici- 
pating Division. 

Each  contestant  will  choose  his/her 
topic  from  the  approved  list,  compose  and 
memorize  his/her  speech.  Bring  one  copy 
of  your  speech  with  you  and  give  it  to  the 
Director  of  your  participating  Division. 

At  least  THREE  minutes  but  no  more  than 
FOUR  minutes  will  be  allowed  for  each 
contestant's  Oration.  If  your  speech  is  less  than 
THREE  minutes  or  more  than  FOUR  minutes 
you  will  be  penalized  five  points. 

All  contestants  will  be  judged  by  com- 
petent judges  on  the  following: 
Personal  Qualities  20  points 

Material  Organization  30  points 

Delivery  and  Presentation  30  points 
Overall  Effectiveness  20  points 

PREPARATORY  DIVISION  TOPICS 
—  2002 

1 .  Jesus  Loves  Me 

2.  Walking  in  the  Light 

3.  Respect 

4.  The  Power  of  Faith 

5.  The  Lord  Is  My  Shepherd 

6.  Jesus  the  Light  of  the  World 

7.  Create  in  Me  a  Clean  Heart 

8.  Thy  Will  Be  Done 

9.  Our  Father 

10.  Building  Upon  A  Firm  Foundation 

STATE  DIVISION  AWARDS 
All  contestants  in  the  Preparatory  Divi- 
sion receive  a  Certificate  of  Participation. 

Winner  will  be  awarded  the  following: 
First  Place  $  1 00,  A  Trophy 

Second  Place  $75,  A  Trophy 

Third  Place  $50,  A  Trophy 

(ALL  ORATORICAL  DIVISIONS) 
REGISTRATION  FORMS  DEADLINE  IS: 
MONDAY,  JUNE  3, 2002 


NEA  President  Says  Inadequate  Parental 
Involvement  Is  Major  Obstacle 
To  True  Education  Reform 


Teachers  and  Families  Urged  to  Fight 
"Sleeping  Tigers'  of  Race  and  Diversity, 
Time  Crunch,  and  Poor  Parenting  to  Help 
Children 

Submitted  by  Carol  J.  Smith 
Associate  Editor 

WASIUNGTON,  D.C.  —  National 
Education  Association  President  Bob  Chase 
has  challenged  teachers,  education  employ- 
ees, families  and  community  members  to 
come  together  to  overcome  what  he  called 
the  "sleeping  tigers"  getting  in  the  way  of 
ensuring  a  quality  education  to  every  child. 
Citing  poor  parental  and  family  involve- 
ment in  America's  pubUc  schools.  Chase 
said  that  the  emotionally-charged  issues  of 
race  and  diversity,  the  time  crunch,  and  poor 
parenting  must  be  addressed  if  educators 
are  to  truly  help  children  succeed. 

Returning  to  the  National  Press  Club 
podium  for  the  third  time  since  becoming 
president  of  the  nation's  largest  union. 
Chase  acknowledged  that  parent  and  fam- 
ily outreach  efforts  across  the  country  are 
"still  in  the  pioneering  stage  in  many  school 
districts,"  and  cited  this  lack  of  involvement 
as  why  "we  are  still  coming  up  short"  in 
education  improvement.  Chase  noted  that 
"racial,  ethnic  and  class  differences  are  a 
reality  in  our  society,"  saying  that,  "if  we 
pretend  they  do  not  exist,  and  do  not  deal 
with  them,  we  will  never  forge  the  power- 
ful teacher-parent  alliance  that  every  child 
deserves."  He  urged  administrators  to  pro- 
vide mentoring  and  professional  develop- 
ment programs  that  help  teachers  better 
connect  with  students  and  parents  of  dif- 
ferent —  and  often  distant  —  cultures. 

To  help  address  the  issue  of  busy  parents 
and  lack  of  time.  Chase  called  for  every  em- 
ployer to  provide  two  additional  hours  per  month 
paid  leave  to  meet  with  their  child's  teacher  or 
volunteer  at  their  child's  school.  'It  is  not  enough 
to  tout  family  values,"  he  said.  "We  must  value 
famiUes.  And  if  that  means  higher  labor  costs, 
so  be  it" 

The  NEA  leader  praised  efforts  to 
Encina  High  School  in  Sacramento,  CaU- 
fomia,  whose  campus  houses  separate  pro- 
grams to  assist  famiUes  living  in  poverty. 
Young  children,  teens,  and  parents  have 
access  to  education  and  counseling  ser- 
vices, and  health  care  assistance  is  provided 


Carol  J.  Smith,  Associate  Editor 

by  members  of  the  NEA  local  affiliate. 
"Public  schools  should  be  the  hub  of  com- 
munities," Chase  said. 

'Parent  and  family  outreach  is  sometimes 
seen  as  only  a  feel-good  program,"  the  NEA 
President  said,  "but  it  has  real,  measurable  im- 
pact Every  school  needs  to  rethink  everything 
it  does,"  C3iase  said.  "From  parent-teacher  con- 
ferences to  homework.  School  must  be  a  wel- 
coming, helpfiil,  and  totally  open  place." 

President  Chase  challenged  NEA 
members  to  take  the  lead  in  building  par- 
ent and  family  involvement  in  America's 
schools.  "This  is  teacher's  work,  it  is  the 
work  of  every  school  employee,  and  it  is 
union  work.  It  is  what  we  must  do  if  we  are 
going  to  educate  every  child  to  the  fiiUest 
extent  of  his  or  her  abilities.  I  urge  our  lo- 
cal unions  to  make  parent  and  family  in- 
volvement one  of  their  top  priorities  when 
bargaining  their  next  contract." 

Remembering  the  terrible  events  of 
September  11,  Chase  closed  his  address  by 
noting  the  vital  role  teachers  played  in  help- 
ing students  deal  with  their  feelings  and 
fears  in  the  aftermath  of  the  attacks,  and 
praised  parents  for  resolving  to  spend  more 
time  with  their  children,  and  less  time  on 
things  "that  now  seem  far  less  important 
—  Like  the  office.  Teachers  and  parents  — 
we're  two  peas  firom  the  same  pod.  And  if 
we  work  together,  there  is  no  telUng  how 
much  our  children  will  achieve." 


Outgoing  NCC  President  Andrew 
Young  Honored  At  Reception 


Submitted  by  Carol  J.  Smith 

OAKLAND,  CALIF — Members  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches'  General  Assem- 
bly participated  in  a  reception  the  evening  of 
Nov.  14  that  honored  Ambassador  Andrew 
Young,  who  is  completing  a  2000-2001  term  of 
office  as  the  Council's  president 

NCC  General  Secretary  Bob  Edgar 
thanked  the  Rev.  Young  for  his  contributions  to 
the  "continuing  task  of  bringing  people  to- 
gether," not  only  as  the  Council's  president,  but 
also  as  a  young  NCC  stafiperson  in  the  1950s, 
as  a  civil  rights  leader  at  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.'s  side,  as  U.S.  Ambassador  to  the  United 
Nations  during  the  Carter  Administration,  as 
mayor  of  Atlanta  and  in  many  other  capacities. 

The  Rev.  Young,  a  United  Church  of  Christ 
minister  who  has  been  a  part  of  the  Council  at 
points  throughout  its  52-year  history,  said  that 
the  organization  originaUy '  'grew  out  of  the  una- 


nimity of  the  call  to  social  justice." 

But  in  recent  decades,  he  reflected,  its 
member  churches  have  divided  between  and 
among  themselves,  particularly  on  issues  of 
gender  and  sexuahty.  Yet,  "we  are  still  chal- 
lenged to  speak  to  the  world,"  he  said,  and 
"slowly  but  surely  we  find  that  voice  by  com- 
ing together  as  churches." 

September  1 1  set  a  context  for  the  churches 
and  the  nation  that  "is  more  evil  than  I  have 
ever  known  in  my  lifetime,"  he  said.  "We 
straggle  as  a  nation  to  contain  that  evil."  What 
may  be  getting  lost  in  that  struggle,  he  indicated, 
is  the  impact  of  all  the  events  in  the  wake  of 
September  1 1  on  the  poorest  and  most  vulner- 
able people.  The  Rev.  Young  said  he  Uves  with 
"fear  and  trembling  that  we  are  under  the  judg- 
ment of  God..becaiise  we  are  not  considering 
the  poor  enough.  It  is  the  element  of  justice  that 
we  have  to  face." 
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Elenie  K.  Huszagh  Is  Installed  As  NCC  President  For  2002-03 


OAKLAND,  CALIF.  —  Elenie  K. 
Huszagh  of  Nebalem,  Ore.,  an  attorney  and 
a  prominent  lay  member  of  the  Greek  Or- 
thodox Archdiocese  of  America,  was  in- 
stalled Nov.  15  as  21st  president  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

She  is  the  first  Orthodox  woman  and 
the  first  Orthodox  lay  person  to  hold  that 
office.  The  installation  took  place  at  a  spe- 
cial service  of  vespers  (evening  prayer)  at 
Oakland's  Greek  Orthodox  Cathedral  of  the 
Ascension,  with  some  600  in  attendance. 

Among  the  Greek  Orthodox  dignitar- 
ies from  around  the  country  who  attended 
the  service  was  Archbishop  Demetrios,  the 
spiritual  leader  of  the  United  States'  two 
million  Greek  Orthodox.  He  came  from 
New  York  to  participate  in  the  service. 

Before  delivering  the  sermon,  the 
Archbishop  remarked  that  the  "majestic 
service  in  this  venerable  church"  marks  "the 
changing  of  the  guard  at  the  National  Coun- 
cil of  Churches  as  for  the  first  time  a  lay 
person  from  our  Orthodox  Church  becomes 
the  president."  He  pointed  to  Ms.  Huszagh's 
high  qualifications,  in  particular  her  "con- 
stant, indefatigable  way  of  working  and 
offering.  She's  always  eager  to  assist." 

The  brief  installation  ceremony  fea- 
tured the  passing  of  a  cross  and  chain  from 
the  outgoing  president  to  the  incoming  one. 
Ambassador  Andrew  Young  of  Atlanta,  Ga., 
the  NCC's  president  in  2000-2001,  placed 
the  cross  and  chain  around  Ms.  Huszagh's 
neck  at  the  moment  of  the  "declaration  of 
installation." 

"Elenie,  you  bring  your  training  in  law. 


your  love  as  a  mother  and  wife,  and  the  his- 
tory, heritage  and  wisdom  that  comes  from 
this  glorious  and  magnificent  Greek  Ortho- 
dox tradition,"  said  the  Rev.  Young,  a 
United  Church  of  Christ  minister. 

Also  installed  at  the  ceremony  was  the 
NCC's  new  president-elect.  Bishop  Thomas 
Hoyt  of  the  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  a  resident  of  Shreveport,  La.  The 
Rev.  Dr.  Hoyt  will  serve  as  NCC  president 
in  2004-05,  but  as  president-elect  is  akeady 
a  Council  officer. 

The  installation  ceremony  incorpo- 
rated the  reading  of  a  message  of  "congratu- 
lations and  fraternal  greetings"  from  His  AU 
Holiness  Bartholomew  the  Ecumenical 
Patriarch  of  Constantinople.  The  Greek 
Orthodox  Archdiocese  of  America  falls 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Patriarchate. 

Music  was  provided  by  the  Oakland 
Bay  Area  Choir  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Tikey  Zes  and  by  Ms.  Anna  Marakis 
Counelis,  organist.  Participants  in  the  choir 
came  from  11  area  parishes. 

Following  the  service,  those  assembled 
moved  into  a  festive  reception  and  banquet 
featuring  Greek  music  and  food.  Among 
special  guests  bringing  greetings  were  the 
Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, who  noted  the  National  Council  of 
Churches'  "historic  role  in  ecumenical  dia- 
logue, conmion  witness  and  action  for  jus- 
tice" and  the  challenge  of  interrehgious  dia- 
logue "as  key  for  the  peace  of  nations." 

In  her  remarks  at  the  banquet,  Ms. 
Huszagh  noted  that  "in  all  of  recorded  his- 
tory and  most  likely  before,  people  have 


divided  themselves  into  an  'us'  and  a 
'them.'" 

It  starts  early,  she  said.  The  first  "us" 
is  "our  family"  and  "them"  is  everyone  else. 
Nations  also  divide  themselves  into  "us" 
and  "them,"  usually  considering  "us"  and 
"them"  bad.  Within  nations,  people  of  other 
races,  religions  and  ethnicities  also  get  de- 
fined as  "them." 

"The  National  Council  of  Churches  has 
never  seen  the  world  this  way,"  Mrs. 
Huszagh  said.  "Our  contribution  has  been 
to  say  that  we  are  all  created  in  the  image 
of  God." 


She  continued,  "Anyone  of  us  can  be- 
come a  'them'  for  any  reason  at  any  time" 
recalling  particularly  the  detention  of  Japa- 
nese Americans  during  World  War  H.  "On 
September  1 1 ,  a  new  'them'  entered  our  life. 
But  these  are  shadowy  figures,  all  over  the 
world..." 

Ms.  Huszagh  urged  her  Usteners  to  re- 
ject making  Muslims  the  new  "them,"  say- 
ing, "No  reUgion,  including  Islam,  supports 
terror  or  killing.  We  Americans  must  not 
demonize  them  to  justify  whatever  actions 
we  might  take.  We  must  act  to  provide  a 
more  secure  and  peaceful  life  for  all." 


First  Baptist  Church  To  Sponsor  College  Day 

First  Baptist  Church  will  sponsor  its  Seventh  Annual  College  Day  on  Saturday, 
Jan.  26,  2002,  in  the  Multi-Plex  Building  of  the  church  located  at  302  Moore  Street 
from  10  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Nearly  40  colleges,  universities,  community  colleges  throughout  North  Caro- 
lina, South  Carolina,  Virginia,  Ft.  Bragg  Smoke  Bomb  Hill  Education  Center,  and 
the  Naval  and  West  Point  Academies  have  been  invited  to  disseminate  information 
about  their  institutions. 

All  high  school  students  and  their  parents  in  the  Cumberland  County  School 
System  and  surrounding  area  schools  are  invited  to  attend  this  program. 

This  College  Day  is  unique;  it  differs  from  the  high  schools  college  day  events. 
Parents  and  guardians  are  invited,  encouraged  and  expected  to  accompany  their 
children.  This  gives  the  parents  the  opportunity  to  meet  with  representatives  from 
the  colleges  and  universities  in  which  their  children  have  interest. 

Preregistration  is  encouraged.  Students  should  register  with  their  guidance  coun- 
selor at  their  high  school  or  their  youth  advisor  at  their  church. 

For  additional  information  contact  Mrs.  Ruth  Smith,  910-483-6505,  Youth  Min- 
istry Director,  First  Baptist  Church. 
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Governor  Easley  Appoints  A  New  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  Commission  Chair 


Submitted  by  Selena  Crudup 

Governor  Mike  Easley  has  appointed 
Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Walker  as  the  new  Chair- 
man of  the  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Com- 
mission. The  Commission  was  created  eight 
years  ago  and  its  purpose  is  to  encourage 
ceremonies  and  activities  throughout  North 
Carolina  in  observance  of  the  Martin  Luther 
King  holiday.  It  also  provides  advice  and 
assistance  to  local  governments  and  private 
organizations  in  relation  to  the  King  holi- 
day, as  well  as  year-round  activities  regard- 
ing the  philosophy  of  Dr.  King.  The 
Commission's  mission  is  also  to  provide  an 
awareness  and  appreciation  for  the  life  and 
work  of  Dr.  King.  One  of  the  Commission's 
major  functions  has  been  to  award  mini- 
grants  to  organizations  that  promote  the 
philosophies  of  Dr.  King  on  a  year-round 
basis. 

Rev.  Walker  says,  "I  am  honored  to 
have  been  appointed  to  this  post  especially 
at  this  hour.  The  message  of  the  Ufe  and 
legacy  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  is  needed 
more  now  than  ever.  Though  he  is  dead  he's 
yet  speaking  and  he  would  have  much  to 
say  about  the  events  of  September  1 1  and 
those  events  following." 

One  of  the  goals  of  Rev.  Walker  is  to 


New  MLK  Holiday  Activity  Planned 


lobby  the  legislators  for  greater  funding  of 
the  Martin  Luther  King  Commission.  The 
commission  is  only  funded  $75,000  annu- 
ally with  over  $50,000  of  that  designated 
for  grants  for  MLK  activities  throughout 
the  100  county  area. 

Rev.  Walker  has  lead  the  commission 
to  recognize  the  Rocky  Mount  Martin 
Luther  King  Memorial  Park,  which  is  cur- 
rently the  largest  MLK  park  in  the  nation. 
He  strongly  supports  the  recognition  of 
King's  efforts  throughout  the  state  and  the 
nation.  The  MLK  Commission  will  host  its 
Annual  Bell  Ringing  Ceremony  on  Janu- 
ary 21,  2002  at  10:30  a.m.  on  the  Bicen- 
tennial Plaza  at  the  Museum  of  History 
Building.  Rev.  Walker  is  proposing  a  state- 
wide Bell  Ringing  Ceremony  to  take  place 
at  the  11  a.m.  close  of  that  ceremony.  The 
Commission  will  be  asking  churches  and 
communities  to  simultaneously  ring  a  bell 
symbolizing  the  quest  for  universal  peace, 
human  rights,  social  and  economic  justice. 
Governor  Easley  has  been  invited  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  ceremony. 


Give  Your  Ministry 
ANew  Face  Lift. 

Introducing  Custom  ID  Badges 
for  Ministry  Leaders  &  Churches 

www.meetingimages.com  or  TerryJ@meetingimages.com 

Ministry  ID  Badges  by  Meetings  Images,  Inc.  are  not  your  typical  lapel  garments. 
Each  design  is  developed  with  the  spiritual  sensitivity  of  church  ministry.  UnUke 
off-the-shelf  stock  badges,  Ministry  ID  Badges  reflect  the  individuality  of  your 
church  and  its  flock. 

When  it  comes  to  ministry  work,  it  is  important  to  be  seen  for  who  you  are.  For 
members  and  visitors  who  rely  on  the  assistance  of  certain  ministries,  having  a  way 
to  readily  identify  church  officials  can  be  a  critical  service.  The  most  effective 
method  of  directing  people  to  others  for  help  is  with  the  use  of  Military  ID  Badges. 

All  Church  officials  who  display  their  badges  demonstrate  an  order  to  your  service 
that  attendees  will  regard  as  harmony  in  the  House  of  the  Lord. 

Let  Meeting  Images'  Ministry  ID  Badges  for  Churches  make  a  positive  statement 
for  you.  Page  Terry  Johnson  at  1-888-658-0042  or  send  an  e-mail  to 
TerryJ@MeetingImages.Com  for  a  free  quote. 
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Conference  Badges 
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The  new  chairman  is  also  the  Pastor 
of  3 1  years  at  Ebenezer  Baptist  Church  in 
Rocky  Mount,  North  CaroUna.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Rocky  Mount  and  has  spent  his  Mfe 
serving  his  community.  In  1982,  he  became 
one  of  the  first  African  Americans  to  serve 
on  the  Edgecombe  County  Board  of  Com- 
missioners. He  remained  on  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  12  years.  As  a  man  of 


many  talents  he  also  holds  several  other 
positions.  Currently  he  serves  as  chairper- 
son of  the  Edgecombe-Nash  Black  Politi- 
cal Caucus  and  P.R.I.D.E.  (People  Really 
Interested  In  Developing  Equality).  Some 
of  his  other  activities  include  membership 
in  the  Rocky  Mount  Ministerial  Conference 
and  recording  gospel  music  albums. 

He  is  married  to  Joyce  Norwood 
Walker,  his  wife  of  35  years;  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  Rev.  Timothy  J.  Walker  and 
Attorney  Teresa  Walker-Mason.  They  have 
five  grandchildren. 


To  All  Missionary  Baptist  Churches 
In  Columbus  County 

The  Missionary  Mass  Meeting  is  the  assembhng  together  of  all  Missionaries  —  se- 
nior, young  adults,  youth,  male  and  female. 

Columbus  County  Mass  Meeting  is  a  part  of  Columbus  County  Missionary  Union 
and  the  Woman's  Baptist  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Convention  of  North  CaroUna. 
Therefore,  we  encourage  all  churches  to  be  present  with  representation  fees  so  all  mis- 
sionaries in  Columbus  County  can  participate  in  this  Kingdom  Building  Program. 

All  Missionary  Baptist  Churches  within  Columbus  County  are  asked  to  have  repre- 
sentatives present  at  this  Mass  Meeting  so  all  Missionary  Baptist  Churches  in  Columbus 
County  will  become  a  part  of  Columbus  County  Missionary  Union  and  Mass  Meeting. 

The  topic  will  be:  "Reaching  The  Family  Through  Effective  Leadership,  Account- 
abUity,  Commitment,  Dedication"  (John  12:32  and  Joshua  26: 15)  Senior:  Evangehst  Bobbie 
Dewitt;  Young  Adult:  Sister  Priscilla  Lance;  Youth:  Brother  Iran  Ward  —  3  to  5  minutes. 

The  Sermon  will  be  delivered  by  Rev.  Timothy  Lance,  Pastor  of  Mt.  Olive  Mission- 
ary Baptist  Church  of  Whiteville,  North  CaroUna.  Music  wiU  be  furnished  by  Mt.  OUve 
Church  Choir. 

We  look  forward  to  seeing  you  on  Saturday,  January  5th,  2002  at  New  Light  Mission- 
ary Baptist  Church  of  Hallsboro,  North  CaroUna  —  Time  10  a.m.  Lunch  will  be  served. 
We  need  your  full  cooperation  to  make  this  Mass  Meeting  a  success ! 

Yours  in  Christ  —  Gloria  Key 


GIVE  THE  GIFT  THAT 
KEEPS  ON  GIVING 

Church  bonds  are  a  great  way  to  save  money  and  are  great  gifts  for  Christmas, 
Birthdays,  Anniversaries,  Graduation  and  many  other  special  occasions. 

Children,  grandchildren,  friends  and  relatives  can  use  these  bonds  to  pay  for 
college  expenses,  a  down  payment  for  a  home  or  new  car,  supplement  in- 
come, gift  to  the  Foundation,  your  church  or  local  charity  or  for  just  about 
anything  you  can  bring  to  mind. 

Some  church  bonds  offer  as  much  as  10%  interest.  This  means  on  a  $10,000 
church  bond,  you  would  receive  an  interest  check  for  $500  every  six  months. 
Once  the  bond  matures,  you  get  your  original  $10,000  (called  your  principal) 
back.  You  also  have  the  option  of  receiving  all  your  interest  plus  principal  at 
maturity. 

Church  bonds  are  backed  by  real  estate  and  are  a  key  source  of  funding  for 
expanding  God's  Kingdom. 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  church  bonds  or  to  purchase  yours 
today,  call  the  General  Baptist  Foundation  at  1  (866)-OURGODl  (687-4631) 
or  at  (919)  858-7847,  if  you  are  in  the  Raleigh,  North  Carolina  area. 


DISCLOSURE:  Church  Bonds  are  not  FDIC  Insured  or  guaranteed  by  any  bank  or  government.  Church 
bonds  are  "mortgaged-backed"  which  means  they  are  secured  by  a  first  mortgage  on  the  church's  real  estate, 
including  their  worship  facilities.  A  publicly  traded  secondary  market  does  not  exist.  Investors  may  not  be 
able  to  resell  any  bonds  purchased  should  they  wish  to  do  so  and  should  be  prepared  to  have  funds  commit- 
ted for  an  indefinite  period  of  time,  perhaps  until  bond  maturity  or  early  redemption.  Additionally,  church 
bonds  are  credit  rated  and  the  price  of  Bonds  traded  in  a  secondary  market  is  subject  to  adjustment  upward 
and  downward  in  response  to  changes  in  credit  markets  and  prevailing  circumstances.  Such  price  could  be 
substantially  different  from  the  original  purchase  price.  Principal  and  interest  repayment  is  dependent  on 
contributions  to  the  church  firom  its  membership.  Church  bonds  are  tax-exempt. 
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The  Rev.  S.  Manfred  Isom  Installed  As  Pastor 
Of  First  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Selma 


By  Erma  G.  McDougle,  Reporter 
First  Missionary  Baptist  Ciiurch, 
Selma,  N.C. 

An  installation  service  for  Rev.  Sebron 
M.  Isom  was  held  Sunday,  Nov.  11,  2001, 
at  4  p.m.  in  the  church  sanctuary. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  W.B.  Lewis,  choir,  offic- 
ers and  congregation  of  First  Cosmopoli- 
tan Baptist  Church  of  Raleigh  were  guests. 

Deacon  Matthew  Sherrod  Jr  of  FMBC 
served  as  the  worship  leader  The  Rev.  Wil- 
liam A.  Headd,  pastor  of  First  Missionary 
Baptist  Church  in  Smithfield,  read  the  scrip- 
ture and  the  Rev.  James  Utley  gave  the 
prayer 

The  W.B.  Lewis  Gospel  Choir  sung 
beautifully,  appropriate  selections  through- 
out the  service.  Councilwoman  Jackie  Lacy 
of  Selma  FMBC  gave  the  statement  of  pur- 
pose. 

Councilwoman  Lacy  stated  that  the 
church  would  continue  to  be  a  dynamic 
force  in  Selma  under  the  leadership  of  the 
new  pastor 

Words  of  greetings  were  given  by  the 
following:  Deacon  B.L.  Williams,  FMBC, 
Rev.  J.  Vincent  Terry,  Henry  Blackley, 
mayor-elect  of  Selma. 

The  Rev.  Luna  Abemathy  introduced 
the  pastor,  the  guest  minister,  Dr  W.B. 
Lewis.  Dr  Lewis'  text  came  from  the  14th 
chapter  of  Paul's  second  letter  to  the 
Corinthians  and  his  subject  as  "What  The 
Church  Needs  Most." 

Dr.  Lewis  alluded  that  the  church 


needed:  spiritual  gifts,  committed  born 
again  Christians  and  a  spirit  of  brotherhood. 
Dr  Lewis  reviewed  the  great  heritage  of 
the  church  (FMBC)  in  which  we  were 
rooted  and  grounded  in  love  and  truth.  He 
mentioned  the  late  Dr  A.B.  Johnson  as  a 
"pillar-pastor"  who  served  over  30  years. 

In  Dr  Lewis'  final  remarks,  he  con- 
cluded that  the  attributes  of  sharing  our 
gifts,  commitment  and  brotherhood  would 
help  us  to  survive  as  a  viable  church. 

He  further  admonished  for  us  to  con- 
tinue to  strive  for  unity  —  walk  together 
and  pray  together  He  reminded  the  body 
of  faith  of  the  importance  of  praying  for 
the  Rev.  Isom  that  God  would  bestow  upon 
him  spiritual  foresight  and  insight. 

Dr  C.R.  Edwards,  who  served  as  in- 
terim pastor  gave  the  charge  to  pastor  Isom. 
Rev.  J.  Vincent  Terry  gave  the  charge  to 
FMBC  members.  The  Rev.  Sebron  Isom, 
father  of  newly  elected  pastor  rendered  a 
fervent  prayer  of  installation.  The  theme  of 
Rev.  Isom's  prayer  was  "togetherness." 
Pastor  Isom  and  family,  Charlene,  wife  and 
children  Charese  and  Jamal  were  presented 
to  the  congregation. 

Following  the  presentation  of  gifts  to 
the  pastor  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Wood  played 
and  sung  a  soul  stirring  musical  meditation. 
Following  the  benediction,  a  meal  was 
served  in  the  fellowship  hall. 

The  pastor  graduated  from  Shaw  Uni- 
versity and  Wesley  Theological  Seminary 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  with  a  Masters  of 


Mount  Zoar  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  Installs  New  Pastor 


D.  Shawn  Briggs  is  a  native  of 
Plainfield,  New  Jersey,  later  relocating  to 
Petersburg,  Virginia.  He  is  the  son  of  the 
late  Mabel  Lee  Briggs. 

Rev.  Briggs  is  a  1983  graduate  of  Pe- 
tersburg High  School,  furthered  his  educa- 
tion through  Matriculation  at  several  Insti- 
tutions; Florida  Memorial  College,  Miami, 
Florida,  The  Community  College  of  the 
United  States  Air  Force  and  Triune  Bibli- 
cal Studies,  a  Masters  Degree  in  Theology 
and  an  Earned  Doctorate  Degree  in  Minis- 
try. He  has  earned  several  CEU  (Continu- 
ing Education  Units)  to  his  credits  from 
several  Institutions. 

Rev.  Briggs  served  as  the  Moderator 
of  the  Unity  Fellowship  of  Churches  and 
as  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Minister's 
Conference  of  Buckingham  County  and 
Vicinity.  He  also  served  as  the  First  Vice- 
Moderator  of  the  Unified  Shiloh  Baptist 
Association. 

President  of  the  Young  Pastors  and 
Ministers  Department  of  the  Virginia  Bap- 
tist State  Convention  Former  Assistant  Sec- 
retary and  Executive  Board  Member  of  the 
National  Baptist  Convention,  USA,  Inc. 
Young  Pastors  and  Ministers  Department. 
He  also  served  as  Secretary  of  the  Empo- 
ria/Greenville Ministerial  Alliance,  Execu- 
tive Board  Emporia/Greenville  Habitat  for 
Humanity,  Planning  Committee  for  the  First 
Chaplain's  and  Ministers  Visitation  Pro- 
gram at  Greensville  Memorial  Hospital. 

Rev.  Briggs  is  the  Author  of  the  Sold 
Out  Book,  "Communicating  Your  Passion" 


Dr,  Shawn  Briggs 

Brentwood  Christian  Press  2000  and  the 
President  of  Stay  Blessed  Community  De- 
velopment Corporation. 

Installation  Services  for  Rev.  Dr  D. 
Shawn  Briggs,  Pastor  of  Mount  Zoar  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church,  2423  Cheek  Road, 
was  held  on  Sunday,  December  9,  2001. 
The  Rev.  Warren  T.  Anderson,  Pastor  of 
Altha  Grove  Baptist  Church  of  Forrest, 
Virginia  delivered  the  1 1  a.m.  message  with 
music  by  a  Special  Guest  Choir.  The  Rev. 
Leroy  M.  Mitchell  III,  Senior  Pastor  of  the 
Historic  Brookville  Baptist  Church  of 
Lynchburg,  Virginia  also  delivered  the  4 
p.m.  Installation  message  along  with  his 
Choirs,  Ushers  and  Congregation. 


Rev.  Isom  in  a  happy  pensive  mood. 


Divinity  degree.  Presently,  the  Rev.  Isom 
is  completing  a  doctoral  program  in  Race 
Ethnicity  and  the  church  in  Washington, 
D.C.  He  has  pastoral  experience  in  both 
Virginia  and  Tennessee.  Rev.  Isom  has  also 
had  additional  work  experience  with  the 
Congress  of  National  Black  Churches  and 
Shaw  University.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
National  Baptist  Convention,  Alpha  Phi 
Alpha  Fraternity  and  Prince  Hall  Masons 
Widowson  Lodge  in  Raleigh. 

Rev.  Isom  is  a  young  spirit-filled  min- 
ister, who  has  accepted  the  formidable  task 
of  leading  (FMBC)  of  Selma  to  higher 
ground.  It  is  with  a  strong  assurance  that 
God  will  bless  the  union  between  our 
church  family  and  our  new  pastor 


Pastor  S.  Manfred  Isom  and  wife 
Charlene  Isom. 


Dr.  Edwards  served  as  Interim  for  FMBC. 


Dr.  W.B.  Lewis  at  the  Rostrum,  Rev.  Sebron,  M.  Isom,  center,  father  of  Pastor  and 
Rev.  S.  Manfred  Isom  and  W.B.  Lewis  Gospel  Choir. 


Dr.  Edwards  gives  charge  to  Pastor  and  Mrs.  Isom. 


Deacon  Matthew  Sherrod  Jr.  presents  gifts  to  Pastor  Isom. 
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SECOND  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

US  Hwy  158,  Macon,  NC  27551,  Warren  County 
252-257-5570 
IS  SEEKING  A  PASTOR 

The  pastor  search  committee  of  Second  Baptist  Church  is  accepting  resumes  for  the  posi- 
tion of  pastor  AppUcants  must  possess  the  following  quaUfications  and  responsibilities. 
Qualifications: 

•  Bom  again,  spirit-filled,  ordained  and  divinely  called,  with  strong  family  and  commu- 
nity values. 

•  Be  a  licensed,  Ordained  Baptist  Minister 

•  Must  be  able  to  preach  and  teach  Bible  Study. 

•  Must  be  able  to  work  with  all  age  groups. 

•  Strong  knowledge  of  Baptist  Doctrines,  church  policies  and  procedures. 

•  Experienced  as  a  senior  pastor,  but  will  consider  an  experienced  associated  pastor 

•  Must  have  Spiritual  maturity,  and  be  able  to  preach  and  teach  the  Word  of  GOD. 

•  Willingness  to  administer  communion  and  perform  Baptismal  service. 

•  Possess  strong  and  proven  administrative  experience. 

•  Divinity  school  degree  preferred,  but  will  consider  a  combination  of  education  and  expe- 
rience. 

Responsibilities 

•  Plan,  prepare  and  deliver  sermons. 

•  Visit  and  commune  with  sick  and  shut-in  members  and  bereaved  famiUes. 
Interested  candidates  please  submit  resume  to; 

Ms.  Sylvia  Dunston 
Church  Secretary 
Rt.  2,  Box  13A 
Warrenton,  NC  27589 
(252)  257-0221 


Keaton 

Barrow 

Realty^  Inc. 


Michelle  Barrow 
Broker-In-Charge 
Multi-Million  Dollar  Produce 
Office  (919)  571-9973 
Fax  (919)  571-8549 
Home  (919)  662-7304 
E-Mail:  michelle@keatonbarrowrealty.com 
Web:  keatonbarrowrealty.com 


Homes  from 

$105,000 
Choose  13  Lots 

•  Special 

Financing 
•  Low  Down 

Payment 


Homes  from 
$180,000 

•  Choose  13  Lots 
•  Custom-built 

Homes  by 
Approved 
Builders 

•  Basement  Lots 

Available 


Homes  Marketed  by  Keaton  Barrow  Realty  (919)  571-9973 
Developed  by  Shaw  Development  Corp./City  of  Raleigh 
Call  for  Open  House  Dates 


WANTED 

Minister  of  Music  for  a  Missionary  Baptist  Church:  Plan,  coordinate,  operate  and  evaluate  the 
Music  Ministry.  High  school  graduate  with  proven  musical  ability  and/or  college  or  school  of 
music  graduate.  Experience.  Basic  knowledge  and  skills  in  reading,  playing,  conducting,  sing- 
ing, teaching,  and  working  with  groups. 
Salary  negotiable. 

Send  resume  to;  Rev.  Darryl  Canady 

PO  Box  849,  Wilson,  NC  27893 
And/or  call  (252)  243-4496  for  more  information. 


NOTICE 

PASTOR  NEEDED 

at 

Friendship  Baptist  Church 
Whiteville,  NC 

For  Application  Write: 

Pastor  Selection  Committee 

PO  Box  1365,  Whiteville,  NC  28472 


The  Elephant  in  the  Courtroom 

An  adult  education  curriculum  exploring 
issues  of  race  and  justice  in  the  state  of 
Nortli  Carolina  and  touching  on  themes 
of  community,  forgiveness  and  action. 


Based  on  a  report  by  the  ftorth  Carolina  Council  of  Churches' 
Task  Grotff  on  ftgc/sm  and  ffestpratfve  Justice.  A  Z  Smith 

Reynolds  Foundation  grant  makes  this  curriculum  avaWabte 
free  of  charge  by  contacting  the  Council  at  919^28-6501. 


ECCLESIASTES  3:4  \..  AND  A  TIME  TO  LAUGH... 


Minister  Alcindor  Hankins 
Gospel  Comedian 
405  Creekbluff  Drive 
Fuquay-Varina,  North  Carolina  27526 
(919)  557-1227 


Psalms  46:10  "Be  Still  and  Know  That  I  am  God' 
"He's  More  God  Than  I  Ever  Need" 


DIABETICS 

With  Medicare  or  Insurance  (No  HMOs) 

Medicare  Pays  For  Diabetic  Testing  Supplies. 
Get  Diabetic  Supplies  Mailed  to  your  Home  With  No 
Shipping  or  Handling  Charges. 

For  additional  information  call:  1-800-337-4144 

Diabetic  National  Services,  Founded  1995 
(Also  Available  —  Male  Potency  Product  —  Not  a  Pill) 
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Galilee  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

PO  Box  644/601  Pine  Street,  Oakboro,  NC  28129 
The  Pastoral  Search  Committee  of  the  Galilee  Baptist  Church  is  currently  accepting  re- 
sumes to  fill  its  Pastoral  vacancy.  The  minimum  qualifications  are  desired  for  consideration: 

•  ordained  Baptist  minister 

•  be  able  to  work  well  with  church,  promoting  Church  agenda 

•  teach  and  preach  competently 

•  possess  high  spiritual,  moral  and  ethical  integrity 

•  possess  strong  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures 

•  visit  sick  and  be  active  in  community 

•  active  in  Zion  Association 

•  seminary  training  preferred  and  wilhng  to  advance  studies 

•  attend  church  ministry  functions 

•  coordinate  and  develop  ministries  to  accommodate  growing  church 

We  have  church  services  every  Sunday  (including  5th).  We  are  looking  for  a  pastor,  not 
someone  who  only  desires  to  preach.  In  interested  please  send  resumes  to:  Deacon  James 
Ashcraft,  PO  Box  644,  Oakboro.  NC  28129. 


The  Greater  Fellowship  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  established  in  1993  with  200  members, 
is  seeking  a  licensed,  ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Senior  Pastor  with  2-4  years  Seminary  train- 
ing and  college  graduate.  Pastor  to  serve  as  an  effective  spiritual  leader,  teacher  and  administra- 
tor with  the  following  qualifications:  ^ 

•  Must  possess  good  oral  and  written  communication  skills  and  have  the  ability  to  communicate 
with  all  aige  groups. 

•  Must  have  a  broad  knowledge  of  the  Baptist  doctrines,  church  pohcies  and  procedures. 

•  Must  possess  strong  administrative,  organizational  and  leadership  skills. 

•  Must  possess  strong  moral  values. 

•  Must  be  community  oriented. 

Interested  apphcants  should  provide  the  following: 

1.  A  resume  of  relevant  experience 

2.  A  copy  of  college  degree,  certificate  of  license  and  ordination 

3.  Name,  address,  and  telephone  number  of  (1)  business  and  (3)  personal  references  —  exclud- 
ing relatives.  ' 

Please  mail  ail  requested  information  for  review  to: 
do  Pulpit  Committee 

P.O.  Box  241231,  Charlotte,  NC  28224-1231 


Chinquapin  Grove  Baptist  Church  is  accepting  resumes  for  its  vacant  pulpit.  Qualifica- 
tions include  but  are  not  limited  to  the  following: 

1.  Called  by  God. 

2.  Preaches,  teaches,  and  lives  according  to  the  New  Testament. 

3.  Adheres  to  the  tends  of  the  missionary  Baptist  Church. 

4.  Is  able  to  work  cooperatively  with  church  officers  and  members. 

5.  Has  a  plan  for  the  spiritual  and  physical  growth  of  the  church. 

6.  Lives  within  a  reasonable  distance  from  the  church. 

Chinquapin  Grove  Baptist  Church  is  a  small  rural  church  that  has  services  every  Sunday. 
We  seek  a  sincere,  dedicated,  humble,  honest  Christian  minister  as  our  shepherd.  Please  send 
your  resume  to  the  following  address: 
Mr.  Richard  Moore,  Chairman 
The  Pulpit  Committee 

Chinquapin  Grove  Baptist  Church  ,  4462  North  Carolina  Hwy.  801  North 
Mocksville,  North  Carolina  27028  •  Telephone:  (336)  998-3362 


SEASONED  PASTOR  SEEKING  TO  POSSIBLY  RELOCATE  TO  A  NEW 
CHURCH  20  YEARS  OF  PASTORAL  EXPERIENCE  •  Rickyl39@bellsouth.net 

1 .  Gifted  in  preaching  and  communication  will  all  ages 

2.  Presently  pastoring  a  Baptist  Church  with  approximately  500  members 

3.  Call  to  the  ministry  in  1975,  licensed  and  ordained  in  1979 

4.  Accredited  College  and  Seminary  trained:  Earned  his  B.S,  Degree;  Master  of  Religious  Educa- 
tion; Master  of  Divinity;  Doctor  of  Ministry 

5.  Has  a  Vision  for  the  church 

6.  20  years  in  Pastoral  Ministry  with  proven  Leadership  and  a  good  report 

7.  Radio  Preacher,  Evangelist,  Bible  Teacher 

8.  Member  of  the  School  Board  Advisory  Committee 

9.  Academic  training  in  Counseling  especially  "Family  Counsehng" 

10.  Ability  to  work  with  all  age  groups 

1 1 .  Wife  is  a  University  graduate  with  a  B.S.  Degree  in  Education  and  completing  her  work  on  a 
Master  of  Education,  also  a  Public  School  Teacher 

12.  Married  for  25  years,  have  4  children  and  is  44  years  old 
IF  A  PROGRESSIVE  MINDED  CHURCH  IS  INTERESTED: 
CALL  (864)  576-4961  OR  576-3747 

AT  YOUR  REQUEST  A  RESUME  WILL  BE  SENT  AND  DIRECTIONS  TO  THE  CHURCH 
FOR  A  PULPIT  COMMITTEE  OBSERVATION 


ECONOMIC  EMPOWERMENT 


GATEWAY 

COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 
CREDIT  UNION 

''Building  A  Spirit  of  Community  " 

Announces  3  Months 
Enrollment  Drive 
Join  Now! 
Churches,  Associations, 
invited  to  become 
members. 
Open  your 
accounts  NOW! 


GATEWAY:  THE  CREDIT  UNION  WITH 
YOU  IN  MIND 

Serving  Warren,  Vance,  Person  and  Franklin  counties.  Gate- 
way Credit  Union  is  doing  its  best  to  provide  its  members 
and  surrounding  community  with  the  highest  quality  ser- 
vice. Gateway  has  been  dedicated  to  serving  its  commu- 
nity for  a  number  of  years.  By  offering  services  designed 
with  accessibility,  courtesy  and  practical  means  in  mind, 
GCDCU  offers  its  members  satisfaction,  understanding  and 
dependability. 

THE  GATEWAY  ADVANTAGE 
GATEWAY  began  serving  the  members  of  Vance,  Person, 
Warren  and  Franklin  counties  in  1994.  As  a  Community 
Development  Credit  Union,  GATEWAY  continues  to  pro- 


mote community,  self  sufficiency,  and  good  money  man- 
agement. And  in  the  new  fnillermium.  Gateway  will  re- 
main committed  to  "Building  A  Spirit  of  Community. " 

OPENING  DOORS  AND 
HELPING  THE  COMMUNITY 

OUR  MISSION 

Gateway's  mission  is  to  promote  thrift  among  its  members 
by  affording  them  an  opportunity  to  accumulate  their  sav- 
ings, and  to  create  for  them  a  source  of  credit  at  a  fair  and 
reasonable  rate  of  interest,  and  to  provide  for  its  members 
an  opportunity  to  use  and  control  their  own  money  to  im- 
prove their  economic  and  social  condition. 

CREDIT  UNION  MEMBER  SERVICES 

In  its  few  years  of  existence,  Gateway  has  gained  a  com- 
mitted and  growing  membership  base.  Currently  serving  a 
thousand  plus  members  each  day.  Gateway  offers  services 
designed  to  enhance  the  member's  experience.  By  offer- 
ing quality  services,  the  door  to  success  has  been  opened 
for  many  of  the  credit  union's  members.  Take  a  moment  to 
see  what  we  have  to  offer. 

Loan  Programs 

•  Automobile 

•  Share  Secured 

•  Signature 

•  Home  Improvement 

•  Education 

Deposit  Accounts 

•  Share  (savings) 

•  Share  Certificates 

•  Christmas  Club 
•ATM 

Youth  Credit  Union 

•  Monthly  meetings 

•  Share  accounts  (savings) 

•  Annual  Trips 

•  Leadership  Skills 

Other  Services  Include: 

Mortgage  Referral  Partnership 
Pre-qualification  for  ...  church  loans 


MEMBER  APPLICATION 


Member:  

Account 
Address:  


City/State/Zip 


Home  Phone: 
Work  Phone: . 
Employment: 
SSN/TN:  


Driver's  License: 
Date  of  Birth: 


Mother's  Maiden  Name: 


Eligibility  for  Membership: . 


ACCOUNT  TYPE 

[3  Share  (savings) 
G  Share  Certificates 
G  Christmas  Club 
G  Loan 

n  ACH,  Direct  Deposit 

□  Payroll  Deduction 

□  Other 

Your  Account  is  .... 

Special  Recognition  for  New  Participating  Groups 
and  Organizations 
For  More  Information 
Gateway's  staff  is  dedicated  to  providing  you  with  the 
best  service  possible.  To  inquire  about  becoming  a 
member  of  our  community  development  credit  union, 
please  contact: 

Operations  Manager:  Thomas  Spence 
at  Gateway  Credit  Union 
314  South  Gamett  Street 
Gateway  Building,  Suite  10 
Henderson,  N.C.  27536 
Business  (252)  492-5854  or  Fax  (252)  492-7832 
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EMMANUEL  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

Seeking  Full-time  Christian  Minister  of  Music,  Loyal  and  Committed  to  God's  program. 
Must  possess  people  skills,  be  trained  as  a  Musician,  Conductor  and  Choir  Director. 
Salary:  Commensurate  with  training  and  experience. 
Interested  persons  may  send  resume/portfolio  to: 

Attention:  Trustees 
Emmanuel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
913  N.  Highland  Street,  Gastonia,  NC  28052 


Notice: 

Pastor  needed  at  Star  of  Zion  Church, 
New  Bern,  N.C.  28562. 

Submit  application  to: 
Pastor  Selection  Committee 
2101  Chestnut  Ave. 
New  Bern,  N.C.  28562 


The  Center  Baptist  Church  in  Gastonia,  NC  is  currently  seeking  a  "Minister  of  Mu- 
sic" who  is  able  to  work  well  with  a  diverse  group  of  singers  including  youth.  Must  be  able 
to  play  keyboard,  piano,  and  organ.  Must  be  dependable  and  have  good  moral  character. 
Salary  is  commensurate  with  training  and  experience.  Please  send  cover  letter  and  resume 
to  Center  Baptist  Church,  Attention:  Persoimel  Committee,  FOB  550064,  Gastonia,  NC 
28055  or  fax  cover  letter  and  resume  to  Personnel  Committee  at  704-824-7683. 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  WANTED 

Wake  Forest  congregation  seeks  Minister  of  Music.  Duties  to  include  working  directly  with 
the  Pastor  in  order  to  assist  and  cooperate  with  him  in  Christian  Worship;  playing  during  Sunday 
morning  worship  service;  rehearsing  with  various  choirs  one  night  per  week;  and  accompanying 
the  Pastor  on  engagements  to  other  churches.  Please  forward  a  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 
Evans  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church  •  12700  Creedmoor  Road,  Highway  50 
Wake  Forest,  NC  27587  •  (919)  870-8874 


CEDAR  GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
14600  Railroad  St.,  Gibson,  NC  28343 
CHURCH  MUSICIAN 

The  Cedar  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Gibson,  N.C,  is  seeking  a  person  to 
serve  as  Church  Musician. 

Qualifications:  Should  be  a  Christian  who  lives  and  acts  responsibly  and  has  a  good  character 
and  reputation. 
Musician  requirements: 

*Be  able  to  play  a  piano,  keyboard,  organ  and  be  able  to  work  well  with  a  diverse  range  of 

singers  with  directions  for  musical  selections. 

*Be  available  for  necessary  rehearsals  and  Sunday  Worship  Services. 

*Be  available  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choirs  to  all  church  functions  when  requested. 

Salary  negotiable.  Please  send  resume  to  Cedar  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church  at  the  above 

address. 


CHURCH  MUSICIAN 

The  New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  Gates,  N.C,  is  seeking  a  person  to  serve  as  Church 
Musician. 

REQUIREMENTS: 

1.  Able  to  play  organ  and/or  organ. 

2.  Able  to  play  diverse  music. 

3.  Able  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choir  to  church  engagements  if  possible. 
SALARY  NEGOTIABLE: 

Send  resume  to: 

New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  PC  Box  91,  Gatesville,  NC  27938 
Attn:  Fannie  M.  Spivey,  Secretary 

Inquiries  may  be  made  by  calling  (252)  357-1061  after  4:30  p.m. 


CHURCH  MUSICIAN 

Mount  Olive  Baptist  Church  of  Lewiston  is  seeking  a  musician  for  a  station  church,  a 
Christian  who  is  responsible,  has  good  character  and  a  good  reputation. 
Requirements: 

*Plays  the  organ  and  piano  *Able  to  work  with  a  diverse  group  of  singers 
♦Experienced  in  all  sacred  music  *Reads  music  and  is  versatile  in  playing  by  ear 
Send  resumes  or  responses  to:  Mount  Olive  Baptist  Church 
PC  Box  214,  Lewiston- Woodville,  NC  27849  •  Attention:  WilUam  W.  Peele  Jr. 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 

St.  John  Baptist  Church,  8910  Old  Annapolis  Road 
Columbia,  Maryland  21045  •  410-992-6977 
Overall  Duty:  To  assist  the  Pastor  in  shaping,  defining,  and  effectuating  the  musical  elements  of 
the  worship  experience. 

I.  MINIMUM  QUALIHCATION: 

A.  Bachelor's  degree  in  music,  or  at  least  5  years  of  experience  as... 

B.  At  least  3  years  of  experience  as  accomplish/director  for  choral  group(s) 

C.  Proficiency  in  playing  piano  and  organ 

D.  At  least  3  church-related  references 

II.  OTHER  QUALIFICATIONS 

A.  Personal  faith  in  Jesus  Christ... 

B.  Background  (via  education  experience)  in  sacred  music,  including  hynms,  spirituals,  tradi- 
tional and  contemporary  gospel,  and  praise  songs. 

C.  Abihty  to  relate  well  with  directors  and  members  of  church  choirs. 

D.  Efficient  administrative  skills  to  ensure  timely  and  effective  communication  with  all  elements 
of  the  musical  worship  experience. 

E.  Ability  to  teach,  direct,  compose  and  play  (by  written  notes  or  by  ear)  the  various  forms  of  sacred  music. 

F.  Ability  to  recognize  and  respond  with  appropriate  music  to  the  spiritual  moods  of  the  service. 

G.  Excellent  interpersonal  and  conflict  resolution  skills. 


First  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

The  First  Baptist  Church  is  now  seeking  a  pastor  to  serve  as  its  spiritual  leader,  teacher, 
counselor  and  administrator.  All  interested  persons  should  submit  a  letter  of  interest  and  resume 
to  the  Pulpit  Search  Committee. 
Qualifications 
Bom  Again  Christian 
Ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Minister 
Knowledge  of  Baptist  Doctrine  and  Faith 
Seminary  Training  preferred 
Teaching  Bible  Study  Weekly 

Proficient  in  church  organization  and  ability  to  train  Church 
Pastoral  Experience  Preferred 
Family  Oriented 

Able  to  Plan  and  implement  innovative  youth  programs 
Interested  Applicants  should  MaU  Resumes  to: 

Pastoral  Search  Committee 

First  Baptist  Church 

ATTENTION:  Deacon  Calvm  Graham  Jr.,  Chairman 
P.O.  Box  679,  Stedman,  North  Carolina  28391 


ST.  FRANCIS  BAPTIST  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

is  looking  for  a  Pastor 

This  person  should  be: 
I.  Missionary  Baptist 

n.  Have  good  organizational  and  leadership  skills 
ni.  Conmiuting  Distance 
rV.  Family  Oriented 
V.  Experience  Preferred 

Interested  parties  should  send  resume  to:  c/o  Pulpit  Committee 
St.  Francis  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  PO.  Box  736,  Windsor,  NC  27983. 


Senior  Pastor  to  provide  pastoral  leadership  and  duties  to  a  historical  and  traditional  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church  located  in  Greensboro  North  Carolina. 
Organization: 

Shiloh  Baptist  Church,  1210  South  Eugene  Street,  Greensboro,  North  Carolina 

Shiloh  Baptist  Church  is  prayerfully  seeking  to  identify  a  righteous  individual  of  God's 
choosing  to  minister  the  people.  Shiloh  members  require  that  the  person  called  to  minister  and 
pastor  at  Shiloh  will  preach,  teach  and  proclaim  God's  Word.  The  members  require  that  the 
person  exemplify  Christ  like  character  in  his  daily  Uving,  be  honest,  of  high  integrity,  compas- 
sionate and  loving  in  caring  for  others.  Shiloh  members  require  that  the  person  has  a  spiritual 
commitment  to  the  Body  of  Christ  and  is  knowledgeable  and  versed  in  the  instruction  of  Biblical 
Scriptures. 
Qualiflcations: 

•  Four  Year  College  or  University  Degree  and  Seminary  Degree. 

•  Ordained  minister  rooted  in  traditional  Missionary  Baptist  Doctrine. 

•  Minimimi  of  Five  to  Ten  Years  of  Pastoral  experience  preferred. 

•  Proven  and  administrative  skdls. 

•  Consensus  builder. 

•  Spiritually  mature. 

•  Family  Oriented. 
Contact  Information: 

Please  submit  by  February  10, 2002,  a  letter  of  interest,  Biographical  Sketch  and  Resume  to: 
Shiloh  Baptist  Church 
Attn:  Steve  Allen,  Pulpit  Committee  Chair 
RO.  Box  20048 
Greensboro,  NC  27420 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Third  and  Mulbury  Street,  Weldon,  North  Carolina  27890 
The  Pulpit  Committee  of  First  Baptist  Church  is  accepting  resumes  for  the  position  of 
Pastor.  Mail  resumes  to: 

Deacon  Stanley  Edwards,  908  Country  Club  Rd.,  Weldon,  NC  27890 
Applicants  must  have  the  following  qualifications: 

•  Bom  again  Christian 

•  Must  be  able  to  preach  and  teach  God's  Word 

•  Preach  quaUty  sermons 

•Possess  strong  knowledge  of  Baptist  doctrines,  poUcies  and  practices 

•  Able  to  lead  and  communicate  with  all  age  groups 

•  Able  to  work  effectively  with  church  boards  and  committees 

•  Some  college  and  seminary  training  preferred 


Pulpit  Vacancy 

The  pulpit  committee  of  Olive  Branch  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  accepting  resumes  for 
the  position  of  pastor.  AppUcants  should  possess  the  following  quaUfications: 

Must  be  a  bom-again,  spirit-filled,  ordained  and  divinely  called  minister  with  strong  family 
and  community  values. 

Must  be  a  licensed  Missionary  Baptist  minister. 

Must  be  able  to  preach  and  teach  Bible  study. 

Must  have  a  broad  knowledge  of  the  Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies  and  procedures. 
Must  have  experience  as  a  senior  or  associate  pastor. 

Must  be  able  to  administer  communion,  perform  baptisms,  weddings  and  funerals. 
Must  possess  strong  and  proven  administrative  skill  and  experience. 
Must  possess  good  oral  and  written  communication  skills  and  have  the  ability  to  communi- 
cate with  all  age  groups. 

Must  be  a  just  and  fair  individual  and  possess  tact. 

College  degree  is  preferred  but  will  consider  any  combination  of  education  and  pastorate 
experience. 

Responsibihties  will  be  in  accordance  with  the  bylaws  of  the  church. 

Resumes  should  be  sent  to: 

The  Pulpit  Committee 

Brother  Elonza  Joyner,  Chair 

106  Graves  Avenue 

Elizabeth  City,  N.C.  27909 

elonzajoyner@hotmail.com 
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GREATER  LOVELY  HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

The  Pulpit  Search  Committee  of  the  Greater  Lovely  Hill  Baptist  Church,  located  in  Warren 
County,  N.C.  is  searching  for  applicants  for  its  pastoral  vacancy.  Currently  the  Greater  Lovely 
Hill  Baptist  Church  has  regular  worship  services  twice  monthly,  on  the  first  and  third  Sunday. 
Qualifications: 

1 .  Must  be  an  experienced  licensed  ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Minister  living  according  to 
First  Timothy  3:1-7  and  Titus  1:6-9. 

2.  The  apphcants  should  have  a  vision  for  the  church. 

3.  Must  possess  the  ability  to  work  with  all  age  groups,  with  particular  emphasis  in  youth 
development  and  community  outreach,  and  with  all  auxiliaries  of  the  church. 

4.  Must  possess  effective  oral  and  written  communication  skills. 

5.  Must  be  community  oriented. 

6.  Must  possess  strong  and  proven  administration  experience  with  a  broad  knowledge  of 
Baptist  doctrines,  church  pohcies  and  practices. 

Education: 

Must  possess  a  high  school  diploma  (or  equivalent)  preferring  a  degree  or  courses  in  Semi- 
nary Training  from  an  accredited  college  or  university. 
Interested  applicants  should  provide  the  following: 

1.  A  resume  of  relevant  experience. 

2.  A  copy  of  the  certificate  of  license  and  ordination. 

Send  resumes  to:  Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Branch,  PO  Box  52,  Warrenton,  NC  27589 


SECOND  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
US  Hwy  158,  Macon,  NC  27551,  Warren  County  •  252-257-5570 
Is  Seeking  A  Pastor 

The  pastor  search  committee  of  Second  Baptist  Church  is  accepting  resumes  for  the 
position  of  pastor.  Apphcants  must  possess  the  following  qualifications  and  responsibilities. 
Qualifications: 

*  Bom  again,  spirit-fiUed,  ordained  and  divinely  called,  with  strong  family  and  community  values. 

*  Be  a  hcensed.  Ordained  Baptist  Minister. 

*  Must  be  able  to  preach  and  teach  Bible  Study. 

*  Must  be  able  to  work  with  all  age  groups. 

*  Strong  knowledge  of  Baptist  Doctrines,  church  policies  and  procedures. 

*  Experienced  as  a  senior  pastor,  but  will  consider  an  experienced  associated  pastor. 

*  Must  have  Spiritual  maturity,  and  be  able  to  preach  and  teach  the  Word  of  GOD. 

*  Willingness  to  administer  communion  and  perform  Baptismal  service. 

*  Possess  strong  and  proven  administrative  experience. 

*  Divinity  school  degree  preferred,  but  wUl  consider  a  combination  of  education  and  experience. 
Responsibilities: 

*  Plan,  prepare  and  deliver  sermons. 

*  Visit  and  commune  with  sick  and  shut-in  members  and  bereaved  famihes. 

Interested  candidates  please  submit  resume  to: 
Ms.  Sylvia  Dunston,  Church  Secretary,  Rt.  2,  box  13  A,  Warrenton,  NC  27589,  (252)  257-0221 


ANTIOCH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  GOLDSBORO,  N.C,  INC. 

601  West  Elm  Street,  Goldsboro,  NC  27530  •  (919)  735-2176 
The  Antioch  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  with  a  membership  of  approximately  200  mem- 
bers, is  seeking  a  full-time  pastor. 
MAJOR  DUTIES  AND  RESPONSIBILITIES 

1.  Plan  and  lead  worship  that  is  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  the  congregation 

2.  Attend  to  the  spiritual  development  of  the  congregation 

3.  Provide  administrative  leadership  to  the  congregation,  secretarial  and  pulpit  staff 

4.  Council  members  having  personal,  family  and/or  work  related  problems 

5.  Support  rehgious  programs  for  children,  youth  and  adult. 

6.  Develop  and  instruct  weekly  Bible  Study  Classes  and  directing  the  Bible  Study  and  Sunday 
School  Staffs 

7.  Support  the  church's  financial  program 

8.  Involve  the  congregation  in  the  existing  church  programs  and  ministries. 

9.  Meet  regularly  with  the  chairperson  of  the  Deacon,  Deaconess,  Trustee  Board  and  other  Aux- 
iliaries of  the  church 

10.  Visit  the  sick,  shut  in  and  bereaved  in  the  hospital  and  at  home 

1 1 .  Preside  at  funerals  and  weddings  unless  the  famihes  have  someone  else  of  their  own  choosing 

12.  Support  the  World  Mission  of  the  church 

13.  Share  in  the  civic  leadership  of  the  conmiunity 
QUALIFICATIONS-EDUCATION  AND  EXPERIENCE 

SAVED  AND  FILLED  WITH  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  and  able  to  proclaim  the  unadulter- 
ated word  of  God  that  will  lead  people  to  Christ.  Degree  in  Theology/Religion  preferred.  Or- 
dained and  at  least  five  (5)  years  experience  as  a  pastor  of  a  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

Interested  candidates  should  send  a  resume  with  a  cover  letter  to: 
Pulpit  Committee 
c/o  Kirby  L.  Hamilton,  Chairman 

Antioch  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Goldsboro,  Inc.,  601  West  Elm  Street,  Goldsboro,  NC 
27530 

P.S.  Please  include  a  copy  of  your  credentials  (Ordination  Certificate  and  License) 


Baptist  Grove  Church 

7109  LeesviUe  Rd.,  Raleigh,  NC  27613 
919-787-4528  •  919-787-9784  Fax  •  Baptistqc@aol.com 
Baptist  Grove  (a  predominately  Afiican  American  congregation)  is  accepting  resumes  for  a 
Full  Time  Youth  Minister. 
Principle  Functions 

•  Provide  youth  and  volunteer  leadership 

•  Plan,  conduct  and  evaluate  programs 

•  Provide  youth  Christian  education 
Qualifications 

•  Licensed  Baptist  Minister 

•  Strong  program  planning  and  implementation  skills 

•  Excellent  communication  skills,  (presenting,  writing,  active  listening) 

•  Ability  to  effectively  interact  with  all  age  levels 
To  apply,  send  resume  and  cover  letter  to: 

Baptist  Grove  Church,  Attn.  Personnel  Committee,  7109  LeesviUe  Road,  Raleigh,  NC  27613 


The  '^Reason  for  the  Season"  Is  Here! 


PHILLIPS  CHAPEL  MISSOINARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Phillips  Chapel  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  Winston-Salem,  NC,  is  currently  seeking  a  senior  pas- 
tor, spiritual  leader,  counselor  and  administrator.  AU  interested  persons  should  submit  a  letter  of  interest  and 
resume  no  later  than  December  15, 2001. 

The  successful  candidate  will  meet  the  following  qualifications: 

•  Must  be  bom-again,  spirit  filled,  divinely  caDed  minister  with  strong  family  and  community  values. 

•  Must  possess  the  willingness  to  follow  by  the  By-Laws  governing  the  church. 

•  Must  have  a  knowledge  of  Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies  and  procedures  and  be  willing  to  follow 
such. 

•  Must  be  a  hcensed,  ordained  Baptist  minister. 

•  Must  have  significant  experience  as  a  Senior  Pastor. 

•  Must  have  a  Bachelor's  Degree  in  Religion,  Theology,  or  Divinity  from  an  accredited  college,  uni- 
versity or  divinity  school. 

•  Must  be  willing  to  work  with  all  age  groups  with  particular  interest  in  the  spiritual  growth  and 
development  of  our  youth. 

•  Must  be  able  to  develop  and  share  a  vision  for  the  future  growth  and  development  for  the  church. 

•  Must  visit  and  commune  with  sick,  shut-in  and  bereaved  families. 
AU  applicants  should  provide  the  following  information: 

•  Copy  of  college  degree(s),  certificates  of  license  and  ordination 
•Proof  of  completion  of  ALL  accredited  theological  training 

Name,  address  and  telephone  number  of  (4)  personal  and  professional  references  with  no  more  than 
(2)  coming  from  other  ministries 

AU  materials  should  be  forwarded  to: 

Dr.  EmieWade 

Chairman,  Pulpit  Committee 

Phillips  Chapel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

132  N.  Glenn  Avenue,  Wmston-Salem,  NC  27105 


PENN  AVENUE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

225  West  McClanahan  Street,  Oxford,  N.C.  27565 

Rev.  Willie  S.  Darby,  Pastor 
(919)  693-5396  •  (919)  693-1015,  Pastor's  Office 
The  Penn  Avenue  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Oxford,  N.C.  is  currently  seeking  a 
MINISTER  OF  MUSIC. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

*Must  be  a  bom  again  Christian. 

*Must  be  able  to  play  the  piano,  keyboard  and/or  organ. 

*Must  be  able  to  read  music  and  is  versatile  in  playing  by  ear. 

*Must  be  able  to  work  well  with  a  diverse  range  of  singers  and  age  groups. 

*Must  be  able  to  teach  and  direct  hymns,  anthems,  spirituals,  gospels  and  other  sacred  music. 

*Must  be  able  to  rehearse  choirs  at  a  scheduled  time  unless  otherwise  notified. 

*Must  be  available  for  Sunday  morning  worship  services. 

*Must  be  available  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choirs  when  requested  or  provide  a  qualified 
substitute. 

*Must  be  able  to  assist  in  the  selection  of  appropriate  songs  for  worship  and  services. 

*Will  be  responsible  with  the  pastor's  approval  in  hiring  other  musicians  if  deemed  necessary. 

Salary:  Negotiable 

Penn  Avenue  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  a  warm,  spirited-filled  church  that  has  worship  services  52 
Sundays  a  year  and  at  present  there  is  one  musician  available  for  2nd  Sunday  worship  services.  Service 
begins  each  Sunday  at  1 1  a.m  with  the  exception  of  5th  Sunday  services  which  begin  at  10  a.m 
Please  send  resume  to  the  above  Usted  address  or  inquiries  may  be  made  by  caUing  one  of  the  above  listed 
numbers. 


FRIENDSHIP  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

715  West  WilUs  Ave.,  High  Point,  NC  27260 
CHURCH  MUSICIAN 
The  Friendship  Missionary  Baptist  Church  are  accepting  resumes  for  a  Church  Musician. 
Qualifications: 

Should  be  a  Christian  who  hves  and  acts  responsibly  and  has  a  good  character  and  reputation. 
Musician  requirements: 

•  Be  able  to  play  a  piano,  keyboard,  organ  and  be  able  to  work  well  with  a  diverse  range  of 
singers  with  directions  for  musical  selections. 

8  Must  have  experience  in  church  music  (anthems,  hymns,  spirituals,  praise  and  worship, 
etc.)  of  gospel  traditional  and  contemporary. 

•  Be  available  for  necessary  rehearsals  and  Sunday  Worship  Services. 

•  Be  available  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choirs  to  all  church  functions  when  requested. 
Salary  negotiable: 

Please  send  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 
Friendship  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Attn:  James  W.  Flake,  Pastor,  909  Barbee  Avenue 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHARITY  CHURCH 

Greenevers,  N.C. 

The  First  Baptist  Charity  Church  of  Greenevers,  N.C.  is  accepting  resumes  from  interested  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Ministers  for  the  position  of  pastor 
QuaUJications: 

1.  Divinely  called  spirit-filled,  bom-again  Christian  with  strong  Family  values. 

2.  Pastoral  experiences  is  required 

3.  Must  work  closely  with  the  officers  of  the  church. 

4.  Must  have  at  least  2  years  of  college  or  seminary  training. 

5.  Must  be  able  to  preach  and  teach. 

6.  Must  have  good  leadership  and  communication  skills. 

7.  Family  oriented. 

8.  Have  knowledge  of  and  willing  to  follow  B^tist  doctrines,  policies  and  procedures. 

9.  Must  be  willing  to  visit  and  commune  with  the  sick  and  shut-ins. 

10.  Must  be  willing  to  work  with  all  age  groups. 

Services  are  first,  second,  third  and  fourth  Sundays  with  Sunday  school  beginning  at  10:00  a.m  and 
moming  service  beginning  at  1 1 :00  am. 
Please  send  resumes  to: 

Deacon  Femald  Rawls,  Jr.,  920  Pasture  Branch  Road,  Rose  Hill,  NC  28458 


UNION  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

1 10  Lincoln  Ave.,  Lexmgton,  NC  27292 
Needed:  Minister  of  Music  or  Organist. 
Please  send  resume  to: 

Union  Baptist  Church,  110  Lincoln  Ave,  Lexmgton,  NC  27292.  Attn:  Rev.  DarreU  L.  Thomas. 
Or  call  336-243-1648  and  leave  your  name  and  number.  '  
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MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  WANTED 

Wake  Forest  Congregation  seeks  Minister  of  Music.  Duties  to  include  working  directly 
with  the  Pastor  in  order  to  assist  and  cooperate  with  him  in  Christian  Worship;  playing  during 
Sunday  morning  worship  service;  rehearsing  with  various  choirs  one  night  per  week;  and  ac- 
companying the  Pastor  on  engagements  to  other  churches.  Please  forward  a  cover  letter  and 
resume  to: 

Evans  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  12700  Creedmoor  Road,  Highway  50 
Wake  Forest,  NC  27587  •  (919)  870-8874 


CHURCH  MUSICIAN 

First  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Clinton  is  seeking  a  person  to  serve  as  musician.  The  responsibili- 
ties include  playing  for  the  Adult  Choir  on  the  First  Sunday,  and  accompanying  the  other  choirs  on  the 
remaining  Sundays. 

Qualifications: 

Should  be  able  to  play  the  piano  and  the  organ,  and  be  able  to  work  well  with  diverse  groups  of  singers. 
Experience  in  sacred  music  is  a  must  as  well  as  the  ability  to  read  music  and  play  by  ear. 
The  musician  is  also  expected  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choirs  to  outside  functions  when  necessary. 
Interested  persons  may  send  resume  to:  First  Baptist  Church,  900  College  St,  Clinton,  N.C.  28328. 


PROGRESSIVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

2504  Creech  Road,  Raleigh,  NC  27610 
Rev.  WiUiam  H.  Brock  Sr.,  Senior  Pastor 
Rev.  Dr.  Leo  Williams  Jr.,  Assistant  Pastor 
Rev.  James  Richardson,  Minister  of  Youth 
Growing  young  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  southeast  Raleigh,  Seeking  a  Christian  Church 
Musician  who  can  play  piano/organ.  Specifically  organ.  Must  be  able  to  read  music  as  well  as 
play  by  ear.  Should  be  able  to  play  hymns,  anthems,  spirituals,  gospel. 
Call  church  office  to  arrange  interview  (919)  828-8373. 


ZION  BAPTIST  CHURCH  SEEKS  PASTOR 

On  April  20,  2000,  Rev.  Curtis  E.  Bender,  pastor  of  Zion  Baptist  Church  in  Omaha,  Ne- 
braska, tendered  his  resignation.  He  has  blessed  Zion  and  the  Omaha  community  with  his 
leadership  for  more  than  20  years.  Although  we  will  miss  our  Pastor,  we  humbly  submit  to  the 
Will  of  God.  Consequently,  the  recently  formed  Zion  Baptist  Church  Pulpit  Search  Committee 
would  like  to  soUcit  your  help  in  this  search.  Please  notify  the  members  of  your  District/ 
Convention  that  the  Zion  Baptist  Church  pulpit  is  vacant  and  that  we  have  begun  accepting 
applications  for  Pastor.  Among  other  things,  we  require  appUcants  who: 

•  Are  Called  by  God.  (1  Timothy  3:1-7) 

•  Are  Graduates  of  an  accredited  and  respected  seminary. 

•  Have  had  a  minimum  of  10  years  as  pastor  of  a  large  Black  Baptist  Church.  (500  or  more 
members). 

•  Are  members  in  good  standing  and  with  a  track  record  of  membership  in  the  National  Baptist 
Convention  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

•  Have  proven  leadership  and  training  skills. 

Interested  candidates  are  asked  to  request  in  writing  appUcations  from: 

Zion  Baptist  Church 
Pulpit  Search  Committee 
2215  Grant  Street,  Omaha,  Nebraska  68110 
Please  pray  for  our  effort  and  thank  you  for  your  help  in  this  notification. 
Yours  in  Christ,  Dea.  Jesse  Sharpe,  Committee  Chairman,  Sis.  Jacqueline  C.  Hart,  Church  Qerk 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  VACANCY 
SPRING  GREEN  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
PO  Box  924,  Warrenton,  NC  27589 
Rev.  Dennis  G.  Lindsay,  Pastor 

The  Spring  Green  Missionary  Baptist  Church  seeks  a  Minister  of  Music  to  provide  musical 
direction  and  accompaniment  for  4  choirs  in  the  church.  This  person  will  work  closely  with  the 
Pastor  to  provide  spiritual  leadership  in  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ  through  music,  i.e.  hymns, 
spiritual  songs,  and  praise  and  worship  music  that  glorifies  God. 

We  are  excepting  resumes  from  candidates  with  the  following  quahfications: 

1.  Bom-again  Christian,  Spirit-filled,  and  divinely  gifted  in  music  ministry. 

2.  Willingness  to  spiritually  ahgn  the  music  ministry  with  Pastoral  vision. 

3.  Able  to  play  the  piano,  keyboard  and/or  organ;  able  to  read  music  and  versatile. 

4.  Able  to  prepare  choirs  for  Sunday  morning  worship  services  and  other  services. 

5.  Able  to  teach,  as  well  as  direct  choirs,  with  humihty  and  love. 

6.  Able  to  rehearse  with  all  choirs  on  schedule,  and  available  for  all  Sunday  services 

7.  Able  to  accompany  Pastor  and  choirs  to  other  services  as  required  (or  ensure  quahfied 
substitute  is  available). 

8.  Able  to  select  appropriate  hymns  and  songs  for  worship  service. 

Please  submit  resumes  to  the  address  above.  Any  inquiries,  please  contact  Pastor  Lindsay 
at  (919)  361-3003. 


Ebenezer  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
414  Hadley  Street,  Wilson,  NC  27893 

Ebenezer  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  a  licensed,  ordained  Missionary  Baptist 
Pastor  to  serve  as  a  spiritual  leader,  counselor  and  administrator.  Ebenezer  is  a  progressive 
church  with  a  vision  of  growing  in  grace  and  walking  with  the  Lord.  We  seek  a  Pastor  with  this 
same  vision  and  passion,  who  is  capable  of  leading  our  congregation  to  a  higher  realm. 

All  interested  candidates  please  submit  resumes  and  inquires  to: 
Ebenezer  Search  Committee,  Attention:  Deacon  Ronald  Wright 
PO  Box  351,  Lucama,  NC  27851  •  252-239-0097 

(Applications  will  be  mailed  upon  request) 

Qualifications: 

•  Ability  ot  preach  and  teach 

•  Ability  to  relate  to  all  groups 

•  Willing  to  deliver  morning  services  on  1st,  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  Sundays 

•  Affiliated  with  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention 

•  Theological  or  Seminar  Training 

•  Pastoral  Experience  of  one  year 


MUSICIAN  WANTED 
Metropolitan  Baptist  Church 
Rocky  Mount,  NC 

Progressive  church  music  department  looking  for  Director  of  Music  to  provide  leadership 
for  growth  spiritually  and  musically.  Must  have  experience  in  church  music  (anthems,  hymns, 
spirituals,  etc.)  or  equivalent.  Able  to  lead  music  and  direct/accompany.  Available  on  1st,  3rd 
and  5th  Sundays.  On  call  as  needed. 
To  apply  call: 

Metropolitan  Baptist  Church 
Rocky  Mount,  NC 
252-442-4623 


POSITION: 

Interim  Pastor  to  provide  pastoral  leadership  and  duties  to  a  congregation  of  400  active 
members  located  in  the  North  Philadelphia  area  of  the  city. 

ORGANIZATION: 

Miller  Memorial  Baptist  Church 
1518  North  22nd  Street,  Philadelphia,  PA  19121 
DESCRIPTION 

The  MiUer  Memorial  Baptist  Church  is  currently  seeking  an  individual  to  perform  in  the 
capacity  of  INTERIM  PASTOR.  This  position  is  not  intended  or  expected  to  lead  to  the  role 
of  permanent  pastor.  This  role  requires  you  to  focus  on  the  pastoral  task  in  the  congregation 
during  the  interim  period  to  help  free  the  leaders  of  the  congregation  to  focus  on  seeking  a  new 
pastor.  You  will  provide  leadership  and  stabiUty  in  a  positive  manner  during  this  transitional 
period  of  our  church.  The  abiUty  to  settle  issues  and  migrate  the  congregation  from  the  former 
pastor  to  the  new  pastor,  is  critical.  You  will  be  working  closely  with  the  chairpersons  of  the 
Deacon  Board  and  Trustee  Board  when  addressing  issues  that  effect  the  congregation  at  large. 
While  the  duration  of  this  position  is  unknown  as  this  time,  you  must  be  available  for  any 
period  from  two  months  to  two  years  if  needed. 
Major  Duties  and  Responsibilities: 

•  Plan  and  lead  worship  that  is  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  the  congregation 

•  Attend  to  the  spiritual  development  of  the  congregation 

•  Provide  administrative  leadership  to  the  congregation,  secretarial,  and  pulpit  staff 

•  Counsel  members  having  personal,  family  and/or  work  related  problems 

•  Support  and/or  lead  reUgious  programs  for  children,  youth  and  adults 

•  Develop  and  instruct  weekly  bible  study  classes 

•  Actively  and  visibly  support  the  church's  financial  program 

•  Directly  involve  the  congregation  in  the  planning  and  leadership  of  existiag  church  programs 
and  ministries 

•  Meet  regularly  with  the  chairpersons  of  the  Deacon,  Deaconess  and  Trustee  Boards  for  plan- 
ning and  direction 

•  Work  closely  with  the  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School 

•  Visit  the  sick,  shut  in  and  bereaved  in  the  hospital  and  at  home 

•  Preside  at  funerals  and  weddings 

•  Support  the  world  mission  of  the  church 

•  Participate  in  local  community  activities,  issues  and  problems 

•  Present  social  issues  before  members 
QUALIFICATIONS  -  EDUCATION  AND  EXPERIENCE: 

•  Bachelors  Degree  in  Divinity,  Masters  of  Divinity  Degree  preferable 

•  Ordained  for  a  minimum  of  five  years 

•  Five  years  experience  as  a  pastor  or  assistant  pastor  of  a  Baptist  Church 

•  Experience  in  working  as  an  interim  pastor  is  a  plus. 

CONTACT  INFORMATION: 
For  inmiediate  consideration,  please  send  a  cover  letter  and  your  resume  to  the  following 
address: 

Miller  Memorial  Baptist  Church 
Attention:  Deacon  David  Pridgen 
1518  North  22nd  Street,  Philadelphia,  PA  19121 


MORNING  STAR  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  DURHAM 

is  seeking  a  person  to  serve  as  musician. 

Qualifications: 

Should  be  a  Christian  who  lives  and  acts  responsibly  and  has  a  good  character  and  reputation. 

•  Should  be  able  to  play  the  piano  and  organ. 

•  Work  well  with  diverse  range  of  singers. 

•  Experience  in  diverse  music  (Hymns,  gospel,  contemporary,  traditional). 

•  Abihty  to  read  music  and  play  by  ear. 

•  Be  available  for  scheduled  rehearsals,  Second  Sunday  Morning  Worship  Service. 

•  Be  available  to  accompany  Pastor  and  choirs  to  church  engagements  as  scheduled. 

•  Be  available  for  evening  programs  as  scheduled. 

Interested  persons  may  send  resume  to: 
Moming  Star  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  4610  Fayetteville  Rd. 
Durham,  NC  27713,  Attention:  Sis.  Esther  Thompson  or  Call  544-8596 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  •  ST.  MATTHEW  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

PO.  BOX  1710,  OXFORD,  NC  27565 

1.  Must  be  a  Christian  to  serve  as  minister  of  music  each  Sunday. 

2.  Will  prepare  choirs  for  Sunday  moming  worship  services  and  special  services. 

3.  Will  teach  and  direct  hymns,  spiritual  selections  and  other  sacred  music. 

4.  Will  implement  and/or  carrying  out  guidelines  pertaining  to  choir  members'  conduct. 

5.  Will  rehearse  choirs  at  a  scheduled  time  unless  otherwise  notified. 

6.  Will  be  available  to  accompany  the  Pastor  and  choir  to  church  functions  requested. 
Please  send  resume  to  the  above  address:  Attention  Pastor.  Inquiries  may  be  made  by  calling 

919-693-6354.   


GENESIS  BAPTIST 
Youth  Minister  needed  full-time. 

Qualified  candidates  must  be  trained  at  a  seminary,  mature  spiritually,  and  experienced  working 
with  children  and  youth.  Mail  or  fax  resume  and  salary  requirements  to: 

Genesis  Baptist  Church 
Cathy  Daniels-Lee,  Search  Corrmiittee  Chairperson 
2812  E.  Bessemer  Ave.,  Greensboro,  NC  27405 
Ph.  (336)  379-1133  •  Fax.  (336)  379-1615 
Web  site:  www.greensboro.com/genesis 
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VACANT  POSITIONS 


UNION  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Warrenton,  North  Carolina 

The  Union  Grove  Baptist  is  currently  seeking  and  accepting  resumes  from  interested  li- 
censed, ordained  Baptist  ministers.  Applicants  must  possess  the  following  qualifications: 

1.  Spiritual  maturity 

2.  A  minimum  of  three  years  experience  as  a  pastor,  but  will  consider  years  of  experience  as  associate 
pastor 

3.  Administrative  and  leadership  skills 

4.  Must  be  able  to  work  with  various  age  groups  with  specific  emphasis  on  youth  development 

5.  Strong  knowledge  of  B^tist  doctrines,  church  policies  and  procedvires. 

7.  Good  oral  and  written  communication  skills  and  ability  to  communicate  with  all  age  groups. 

8.  Have  excellent  teaching  ability. 
Other  responsibilities  include: 

Planning,  organizing  and  implementing  programs  that  encourage  participation  of  youth  and  young 
adults  that  promote  church  growth  and  progress. 
Please  send  resumes  to: 

Brother  Alonza  Jones,  Board  Chairman,  Route  2,  Box  128,  Norlina,  N.C.  27563,  %  The  Pulpit  Com- 
mittee 


SAVANNAH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

6675  Tabor  Church  Road,  Fayetteville,  NC  28301 
The  pastor's  search  committee  of  Savannah  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  accepting  letters  of  interest/ 
resumes  for  the  position  of  Senior  Pastor  from  licensed  and  ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Ministers.  Apply 
only  if  you  are  sincerely  interested  and  meet  all  the  qualifications. 
QUALIFICATIONS: 

1 .  Must  be  bom  again,  filled  with  the  holy  spirit  and  called  by  God  to  preach  the  word. 

2.  Must  be  family  oriented  and  possess  a  strong.  Godly  character. 

3.  Prefer  college  degree  but  will  strongly  consider  a  combination  of  education,  training  and  experience. 

4.  Possess  a  strong  knowledge  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  doctrine,  church  policies  and  practices. 

5.  Be  an  effective  leader,  communicator,  administrator  and  counselor  with  good  interpersonal  skills. 

6.  Must  have  skills  required  to  work  with  all  age  groups  with  emphasis  on  spiritual  growth  and  develop- 
ment 

7.  Must  have  skills  required  for  planning  and  iiiq)lementing  a  vision  for  both  spiritual  and  physical  growth 
of  the  church. 

8.  Must  work  effectively  with  boards,  auxiliaries  and  committees. 

Interested  persons  meeting  all  of  the  above  qualifications  should  submit  the  following  information: 
Letter  of  interest  or  resume 
Copy  of  license  and  ordination  certificate 

Proof  of  educational  degree,  and  additional  theological  studies  transcript 

The  names,  addresses,  telephone  numbers,  email  addresses  of  at  least  five  references  of  which  only  two  can 
be  ministers. 

The  committee  will  provide  each  candidate  with  an  information  packet 
All  correspondence  must  be  addressed  as  follows: 
Savannah  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

ATTN:  Sister  Ernestine  Tucker,  6675  Tabor  Church  Road,  Fayetteville,  N.C.  


Lee's  Crossroad  Baptist  Church 

Route  1,  Lake  Wendell  Rd.,  WendeU,  NC  27591 
The  Lee's  Crossroads  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  a  Pastor  and  is  accepting  resumes 
from  interested,  ordained  Baptist  ministers.  Please  include  the  following  in  your  resimie: 

1.  Name/address/day  and  evening  phone  numbers 

2.  Age 

3.  Marital  Status 

4.  Education/Schools  attended 

5.  Pastoral  Experience 

6.  References 
Qualifications 

1.  Bom  again  Christian 

2.  Ordained  Baptist  Minister 

3.  Ability  to  preach  and  teach  God's  Holy  Word 

4.  Possess  leadership  and  administrative  skiUs 

5.  Willingness  to  follow  Baptist  Doctrine 

6.  Must  be  a  good  role  model  of  moral  and  ethical  conduct 
Resumes  may  be  sent  to: 

Lee's  Crossroad  Baptist  Church,  Pulpit  Committee 

Deacon  James  R.  Adams,  1342  Medlin  Rd.,  Clayton,  N.C.  27520 


OAKEY  GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  CLAYTON 

is  searching  for  a  pastor.  Congregational  size  is  about  100  members  with  attendance  of  50-65 
depending  upon  the  season.  Worship  service  is  held  twice  monthly.  We  are  a  small  rural  church 
located  about  5  miles  east  of  Clayton  and  about  6  miles  west  of  Smithfield  on  Hwy.  70  business. 
Our  congregation  represents  all  ages  and  all  backgrounds. 

Our  pastor  must  be  knowledgeable  and  beheve  in  the  Baptist  Doctrine.  Must  be  a  strong 
spiritual  leader,  administrator  and  teacher.  One  who  will  proclaim  the  Good  News  in  a  meaning- 
ful way  that  will  help  members  learn  to  apply  Bibhcal  concepts  to  their  everyday  lives. 

We  are  an  autonomous  Missionary  Baptist  Church  that  is  affiliated  with  the  Johnston  District 
Missionary  Baptist  Association  and  its  auxiUaries  and  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention  and 
its  auxiliaries. 

Please  include  in  your  resume  the  following: 

1.  Name/ Address/Day  and  Evening  Phone  Numbers 

2.  Age 

3.  Marital  Status 

4.  Education/Schools  Attended 

5.  Pastoral  Experience  (Where,  When,  Number  of  Years) 

6.  References 
Qualifications: 

1 .  Ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Minister 

2.  Possess  Leadership,  Administrative,  and  Counseling  Skills 

3.  Willingness  to  follow  Baptist  Doctrines,  Polices  and  Procedures  . 

4.  Able  to  lead  and  communicate  with  all  age  groups 

5.  Family  oriented 

6.  Must  posses  good  moral  and  ethical  conduct 

Interested  persons  should  send  resumes  to: 
Oakey  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Pulpit  Search  Committee 
Deacon  Loomis  Hodges,  Chairperson,  PO  Box  2435,  Smithfield,  NC  27577 


The  deadline  to  submit  information  for  the 
"Baptist  Informer"  is  the  10th  of  each 
month  prior  to  publication. 


Advertise  in  Your  Baptist  Informer 
We  accept  ads  by  the  column  inch  on  a  monthly  or  yearly  basis.  Due  to  our  non- 
profit status  ONLY  ads  that  directly  offer  religious  services  to  our  member 
churches  will  be  accepted.  The  cost  of  our  'information  service"  will  include 
ONLY  the  cost  of  printing  your  service-related  ads. 

RATES: 

One  time  run  of  service  notice  (monthly)  1  Year  (12  issues) 

1/12  page  — $50  $300 

1/8  page  — $80  $600 

1/4  page  —  $120  $900 

1/2  page  — $200  $1,200 

We  also  accept  ads  by  the  column  inch  on  a  monthly  or  yearly  basis. 
ADVANCED  PAYMENT  REQUESTED! 


RENEWAL  &  SUBSCRIPTION  FORM 


Please  look  at  your  mail  label.  It  is  time  to  renevt^  your  Baptist  Informer, 
it  is  important  that  you  renew  your  subscription  to  the  paper. 

Individual  subscriptions  per  year  are  $10.00 

{      )  RENEWAL  (     )  NEW 

NAME  ,  

ADDRESS  

CITY  

STATE  

TELEPHONE  (  )  

TOTAL  AMOUNT  ENCLOSED  WITH  ORDERS  $  

OFFICE  OF  THE  EDITOR 
BAPTIST  INFORMER 
603  SOUTH  WILMINGTON  ST.,  RALEIGH,  NC  27601 
800-639-GBSC  or  www.gbsc.org 


Here  is  the  church, 

here  is  the  steeple 
Open  the  door  and 
see  ail  the  people 

.  .  .  n>ho  can  now  worship  in  comfort  and  gracious  style 
since  JLv4.  Downey  &  Son  helped  them  build  their 
new  Sanctuary  and  Christian  Education  buildings. 


L.  A.  Downey  &  Son  provides  complete, 
turnkey  solutions  for  all  kinds  of  churches 
and  all  kinds  of  budgets. 
Our  professionals  can  help  you  from  start  to  finish, 
including  architectural  design  work, 
site  development,  permit  approval, 
actual  construction,  and  more. 
Call  us  today  to  find  out 
how  we  can  help  your  congregation 
meet  its  facility  needs. 


(919)  688-8029 


L.A.  Downey  &  Son,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1688  ♦  Durham,  North  Carolina  27702 
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Advertise  Your  Vacant  Church  Positions ! 


BookMe  111  Haywood  Rd.,  Asheville,  NC  28806  •  704-0804 
An  African- American  Book  Store  

Every  Sunday  Bulletin  Service  (Warner  Press) 


You  only  have  to  order  to  receive  bulletins  regularly  at  low  cost  of  only  $4.20  per 
100  bulletins,  postpaid.  You  save  $5.80  per  100  bulletins  based  on  counterpiece  of 
10  cents  each.  Let  us  send  information  on  how  you  can  start  saving  money  on  your 
bulletins!  Cut  this  ad  out  and  send  it  to:  BookMe,  3271 A  Haywood  Rd.,  Asheville, 
NC  28806. 


Citj' 


Zip 


GENERAL  BAPTIST  BOOKSTORE 

Place  your  orders  today  for  Christian  Literature,  Robes, 
Bibles,  Hymnals  and  2001  Vacation  Bible  School  Materials: 

919-839-2211  •  919-836-0061 
•     Fax  919-821-7466  •  800-639-GBSC 

.  GENERAL  BAPTIST  BOOKSTORE 

603  South  Wilmington  St.,  Raleigh,  NC  27601 


A  Fresh  Look  at  the 
New  Testament  Deacon 


By  John  H.  Walker,  D.  Min. 


NOW  AVAILABLE! 

There  is  a  critical  problem  concerning  the  Deacons  and  the  local  church,  state  and 
national  conventions.  The  Deacons  are  assuming  leadership  roles  without  being 
equipped  for  the  task  of  leadership.  The  relationship  between  the  pastor  and  deacon  is 
widening  because  there  is  a  misunderstanding  concerning  the  mission  of  the  church, 
pastoral  leadership  and  the  role  of  the  deacons. 

This  book  is  a  must  tool  to  bridge  the  gap  between  the  role  of  Pastor  and 
Deacons  in  order  to  provide  EFFECTIVE  LEADERSfflP. 

www.macedoniaofcharlotte.org. 


~  ORDER  FORM  -Shipping  Info: 


First  Name 


MI 


Last  Name 


City 


State 


Zip  Code 


Area  Code  &  Phone  Number 


Item# 

Title 

Price 

WOl 

A  Fresh  Look  at  the  New  Testament  Deacon 

$17.95 

W02 

A  Fresh  Look  at  the  New  Testament  Deacon  Woricbook 

$17.95 

Item# 

Tide 

Qty. 

Price 

Shijpping^aiMiUng: 

Up  to  $20      $2  JO      120.01-200  $12.95 
20.01-62.00    $5.00     200.01-over  $20.00 
62^(1-120.00  $7.95 

Subtotal 
Shipping  &  HandUng 
Grand  Total 

Send  Completed  Form  along  with  a  check  or  money  order  to:  Dr.  John  H.  Walker,  P.O  Box 
217256,  Charlotte,  NC  28221-7256  • 

Dr.  John  H.  Wi  Iker,  D.Min.  •  Office  Phone  (704)  392-8496  •  Email:jhenwalk@hotmail.com 


Winter  is  here! 


AMERICAN  INCOME  LIFE 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 

American  Income  Life  Insurance  Company  with  over  a  40-year  history  of 
serving  associations,  Credit  Unions  and  Union  Members  with  affordable  life 
health  insurance  benefits.  American  Income  is  proud  to  aimounce  No  Cost 
benefit  to  subscribers  of  the  Baptist  Informer. 

Learn  how  you  and  your  family  can  receive  the  OneCard  Member  benefit 
which  will  safe  you  up  to  60%  discount  on:  Vision ...  Hearing  ...  Chiropractic 
...  and  Prescriptions  at  No  Cost. 

Simply  fill  out  the  form  below  and  mail,  a  representative  of  ALL  will  deliver 
your  discount  card  and  explain  its  use,  plus  explain  our  New  Family  Dental 
Plan  which  is  available  to  your  entire  family  for  $29.95  per  year!  The  dental 
plan  and  supplement  health  and  hfe  benefits  are  being  made  available  for 
your  consideration.  You  are  under  no  obligation. 


cut 


cut 


PLEASE  BE  SURE  I  RECEIVE  MY  ONECARD  MEMBER  BENEFIT 


NAME 


HOME  PHONE. 
Spouse's  Name  _ 


Residential  Address . 
City  


.State. 


.Zip. 


County. 


PLEASE  MAH.  THIS  FORM  TO: 
AH.,  PO  BOX  18825,  RALEIGH,  NC  27619-8825 


AFRICAN  American 

EXPERIENCE. 


5r  i  >>(;      ~  'l<3*  hVi  ^  -'\< 
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EBONY  INVESTOR 


Financial  and 
investment  information 
is  available  from 
Etxjny  Investor. 

»  Learn  the  pri 
« Educate  chun 
ft  Follow  and  lea 


Receive  a  free  monttily 
online  newsletter  from 
Ebony  Investor. 


gf^^l  stewardship* 
"     iiandal  planning* 
rtsstment  portfolio* 


Tb  scheckite  an  Niv«s*mem  waffcaxjp  for  your  church, 
cortaa  cv«ls«5#^x«ysr!v«s«X8'.com  or  CMI  ^19)  41^1318 

www.ebonyinvestorxom 


The  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  N.C.,  Inc. 

Is  please  to  announce  a  special  program  with  our  exdting,  new  Chiistian  Bookstore  & 

Urban  Ministries,  Inc.  (UMI) 

The  only,  independent  African-American  owned  &  operated 
Christian  Publishing  &  Communications  Company 

Our  General  Baptist  Bookstore  recommends  UMI:  Sunday  School  curriculum.  Precepts  for  Living  Sunday  School 
Commentary.  Vacation  Bible  School  for  Children  &  Adults.  Discipleship  Programming  &  Other  Titles.  Black  History  Kits 


Contact:  Dr.  Jimmy  Whitehurst, 
Executive  Manager 
1-800-627-1690 
919-839-2211 


And,  I'll  See  You 
In  The  Morning 


An  anthology  of 
Funeral  Messages,  Helps  for 
Sermon  Development, 
Family  Visrr, 
Funeral  and 
Grave  Side 
Services 

Second  PriBCiBt 

Dr.  Serenus  T.  Chum,  Sr. 
$10.0Q 


t 

Baptist  Born 
Baptist  Bred 

Who  are  they? 
What  do  they  believe 
and  why? 

A  STTUDY  FOR  CHURCH  MEMBERS 

Dr.  Serenus  T.  Churn,  Sr. 
$1S.DQ 


About  the  Author: 

Dr.  Serenus  T.  Chum  Sr.,  received  his 
Doctor  of  Ministry  Degree  from  Drew 
University,  Madison,  N.J.,  in  1979,  his 
Graduate  Certificate  in  Pastoral  Care  from 
the  Foundation  for  ReUgion  and  Mental 
Health,  Grasslands  Hospital,  Westchester 
County,  N.Y.,  in  1970,  his  Master  of  Di- 
vinity Degree  from  Hovv'ard  University, 
School  of  ReUgion  in  Washington,  D.C., 
in  1969,  his  Bachelor  of  Divinity  Degree 
from  Howard  University,  School  of  Re- 
ligion in  1965  and  his  Bachelor  of  Arts 
Degree  from  Morgan  State  CoUege,  Bal- 
timore, Md.,  in  1962. 
He  was  bom  in  Camden,  N.J.,  to  the  late 
Dr.  Charles  H.  Chum  Sr.,  and  Violet  M. 
Chum  and  was  Ucensed  to  preach  at  the 
age  of  15.  He  is  married  to  the  former 
Shirley  Brown  of  Washington,  D.C.,  and 


has  two  sons.  Dr.  Chum  is  currently  the 
Senior  Pastor  of  Mount  Zion  Baptist 
Church,  Winston-Salem,  N.C.  Member 
of  Novant  Health  Board  of  Trustees, 
Mount  Zion  Site  Director  and  Adjunct 
Instmctor,  Shaw  University  Divinity 
School  and  Drew  University  Theology 
School.  He  is  the  Radio  Host  of  God's 
Trombone  WPOL.  He  has  preached 
across  the  United  States,  Great  Britain 
and  India. 

Place  your  book  orders  to: 

Rev.  Dr.  Serenus  T.  Chum  Sr.,  D.  Min., 

Mount  Zion  Baptist  Chiu-ch 

Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Drive  &  File  St., 

Winston-Salem,  N.C.  27101 

451  Croydon  Lane, 

Winston-Salem,  N.C.  27107 

Off:  910-722-2325;  Res.:  910-788-3398; 

Fax:  910-722-3359 


The  General  Baptist  Convention  now 
accepts  MASTERCARD  or  VISA 
www.gbsc.org 

Call  for  more  information:  800-639-GBSC 


Just  Off  The  Press  ...  Latest  Release  of 

GBSC's  Bible  —  Price  $49.95 

Leather  Bound 

Check  out  the  General  Baptist  Bookstore  for  the  new  release  at 

919-839-2211 
1-800-627-1690  •  Fax  919-839-2266 


Do  You  Want  Sermons  for  the  New  Millennium! 
For  The  Preacher,  Teacher  and  The  Hooper! 

Original  Material  •  Dr.  Ricky  R.  Eason 

1.  Do  you  want  some  fresh  sermons? 

2.  Are  you  tired  of  going  into  the  pulpit  not  fully  prepared  to  do  your  best  because  of  a 
busy  week? 

3.  Do  you  want  sermons  that  are  ready  to  preach  just  as  they  are,  yet  flexible  enough  to 
seed  and  feed  your  mind,  so  the  sermon  will  fit  your  particular  situation  or  congregation? 

4.  Do  you  want  super  large  letters  and  book  quality  print,  so  you  can  stand  back  from  the 
pulpit  and  hoop  a  little  bit  every  now  and  then?  WE  CAN  CUSTOM  THEM. 

5.  Sermons  7-9  pages  —  See  for  yourself!  WELL  RESEARCHED  for  the  preacher  and 
the  hooper.  Average  over  20  hours  of  preparation  per  sermon. 

FULL  SATISFACTION  OR  —  MONEY  BACK  GUARANTEE 
THEN  CALL  (864)  576-4961  OR  WRITE: 
RICKY  EASON  MINISTRIES,  139  SAWYER  RD.,  ROEBUCK,  SC  29376 
Ask  to  see  —  The  Sermon  Series:  Notebook  1-7.  73  different  sermons.  Price  unbeatable!  10 
sermons  in  each  notebook!  Have  it  your  way;  make  up  your  own  notebook. 
SERMON  TITLES:  39.  Peace  —  In  The  Midst  of  my  Storm 

01 .  Your  Anchor  Holds  and  Grips  the  Solid  Rock  40. 1  Am  On  The  Right  Road,  Now! 

02.  You  Got  The  Right  One  Baby/Doing  The  Things  Right     41 .  A  Good  Man  In  A  Bad  Situation 


03.  God  Said  It,  I  Believe  and  That  Settles  It/It  All  Adds  Up 

04.  Burn  Up  Or  Burn  Out  For  God 

05.  Busted  Britches  From  Straddling  The  Fence 

06.  Dangerous  Minds 

07.  Don't  EvenThink  About  It 

08.  Fired  Up  By  the  Holy  Ghost 

09.  Are  You  Full  of  the  Stuff 

10.  Let's  Get  on  Board 

11 .  God  Picked  Me  To  Be  On  His  Side 

12.  Grace  on  the  Race 

13.  Grow  Up  or  Blow  Up 

14.  Hang  In  There 

1 5.  He  Lifted  Me  Up  Out  of  the  Miry  Clay 

16.  Look  Where  the  Lord  Has  Brought  Me  From 

17.  If  My  People 

1 8.  We  Can  Do  It  For  A  New  Day  Has  Come 
19. 1  Know  What  Prayer  Can  Do 

20.  Put  Some  Clothes  On  Child 

21 .  A  Right  Thing  in  a  Wrong  Time 

22.  The  Man  Who  Had  Everything  But  the  Right  Thing 

23.  Soap  For  The  Soul 

24.  Stay  On  the  Lord's  Side 

25.  If  You  Take  One  Step  He'll  Take  Two 

26.  Stepping  In  Your  Own  Mess 
27. 1  Can't  Lose  With  the  Stuff  I  Use 

28.  You  Can'  Touch  This 

29.  Warm  in  a  Cold  Situation 
3D,  Thafs  the  Way  He  Died  But  That's  Not  The  End  Of 
The  Story 

31,  What  You  See  Is  What  You  Get 

32,  What's  Faith  Got  To  Do  With  It 

33,  You  Can't  Make  It  Without  God 
34. 1  Just  Want  To  Say ...  'Thank  You  Lord" 

35.  A  Heart  Like  Thine 

36.  Just  A  Closer  Walk  With  Thee 

37.  Give  Me  A  Clean  Heart  So  I  Can  Serve  You 

38.  What  Ever  The  Problem  God  Has  The  Answer 

Five  New  Sermons  Available  Soon. 
You  may  order  sermons:  Make  check  payable  to:  Ricky  Eason 
Prices: 

1 .  Individual  sermons  are  $3.50  each.  CCD's  available 

2. 1  Sermon  Notebook  with  10  Semions  —  $29.29  each  notebook 

3. 1 0  Semions  in  each  notebook  —  Mix  or  makeup  your  own  notebook  —  approximately  $2.99  for  each  sermon.  Order 
sermons  by  mail!  Add  $3.50  postage  and  handling 

Money  order  or  cash:  2-3  day  delivery.  Design  your  own  notebook  or  sermons  at  the  same  great  price.  Have  it  Your  Way! 
Checks  accepted! 

4.  For  appointments  call:  Home  (864)  576-4961  •  Business  (864)576-3747  •  E-mail:  ricky139@bellsouth.net 


42.  Good  Medicine  For  A  Bad  Ailment 

43.  Stand  Up!  and  Testify 

44.  Bad  Boys!  What  You'll  Going  To  Do  When  He  Comes 
For  You 

45.  Angels  Just  Keep  Watching  Over  Me 

46.  Go  Ahead!  Make  My  Day 

47.  A  Trip  to  the  Cross 

48.  Jesus!  Jesus!  Jesus!  He  Is  Somebody's  Preacher 

49.  On  the  Day  of  Pentecost 

50.  Jesus  Is  All  That! 

51.  Muddy  Putty  in  the  Potters  Hands 

52.  When  Stress  Controls  You  Jesus  Consoles  You 

53.  Black  Men  and  Women,  Young  and  Old,  Changing  A 
Generation 

54, 1  Am  Black,  But  I  Am  Somebody 

55.  Staying  Afloat  in  a  Sinking  Boat 

56.  He  That  Has  A  Friend  Must  Show  Himself  Friendly 

57.  Victory  Is  Mine/Starting  All  Over 

58.  Occupy  Till  I  Come 

59.  A  Man  on  a  Mission/The  Borrowed  Ax 

60.  Busy  in  God's  Business 

Thirteen  Brand  New  Sermons  Below  For  the  Year  2001 
(#61-73) 

61 .  Just  Like  Mama 

62.  He's  alive  And  1  Am  Glad  About  It 

63.  What  he  Worid  Needs  Now  Is  Love  Sweet  Love 
64. 1  Moved  From  My  Old  House  And  My  Old  Friends 
65. 1  Just  Want  To  Know  Why 

66.  What  Do  You  Do  When  Life  Is  Not  Fair 

67.  Why  Do  Bad  Things  Happen  To  Good  People 

68.  What  Do  You  Do  When  Your  Brook  Runs  Dry 

69.  Diagnosis  From  Dr.  Jesus,  Go  And  See  The  Dr. 

70.  Who  Is  He 

71 .  What  Would  Jesus  Do  (WWJD) 

72.  if  I  Could  Just  Touch  The  Hem  of  His  Garment 

73.  Come  See  A  Man 
Audio  Tapes:  $3.00  each 


Page  Thirty-two 


Hanging  With  Mr.  Cooper 

Customer  Clothiers 
Larry  J.  Cooper 
President/CEO  •  1-800-266-7515  •  Fax  949-260-2099 
5000  Birch  St.,  West  Tower,  Suite  4000,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92660 


POMfl^DC^Hl  Church  Administration  Software 

fc*^  l££j^^  www.CapitalComputing.com 


Membership  Profiles 
Pictorial  Dirfectories 
Activities  &  Skills 
Attendance 
Visitation 
Ministry  Services 
Church  Mailing  List 
Equipment  Inventory 
Music  Library 

Tape,  Book  &  Video  Library 


Sermon  Filer 
E-Mail  Directory 
Fund  Accounting 
Accounts  Payable 
Accounts  Receivable 
Contributions 
PayroU 

Built-in  Security 
Graphics 


Customer  Report  Writer 
PhoneTree  Interface 
32-bit  Performance 
Year2000  Ready 
Print  W2AV3  Tax  Forms 
Custom  Reports 
Pledges 

Network  Ready 
Customizable 
Training  Available  On-site 


Capital  Computing  Services 
19  W.  Hargett  St.,  Suite  200 
PO  Box  367 

Raleigh,  NC  27602-0367 
(919)  828-7770  phone 
(919)  833-8975  fax 


Charles  Brown  ©Capital  Computing.com 


ONLY  $295 
(tax  &  shipping 
not  included) 


CONTACT  US  TODAY 


Mars  Hill  College 

introduces  the 

Bonner  Scholars/ 
Project  CREED  Partnership 

African- Amercian  college  students 
guiding  African- American  youth 
toward  success  in  school  and  life 


irxtf-oduces  the; 

gLxiding  ^Vfricaio,— ,A.me:iric:a.n  youtl-i 
to"W£ijr<i  success  in  school  a.ncl  life 


"This  jifr-o^rarf^  is  '\^^r~y  t»&n^/^<^icxi  be. 
m&p^to^ins  t-v4.tor-iw^^.  J't  if^cr^^as&s  jyoi^r-  chcx^c^s 

C^h^  C!uLnry,  Senior  Bonner  Scholar,  Business  Ts/lstjox- 


"This  program  is  very  beneficial  because 
it  allows  you  to  become  a  change  agent  through 
mentoring  and  tutoring.  It  increases  your  chances 
of  benefiting  your  community  as  well  as  yourself.  " 
Che  Curry,  Senior  Bonner  Scholar,  Business  Major 


For  Information  about  the  Bonner  Scholarship, 
contact  Cindy  Frost  at  (828)  689-1162,  email  cfrost@mhc.edu 


Great  for  Youth,  Young  Adults  and  Adults! 

The  Bible  Study  Manual  is  the  first  in  a  series  developed  by  Jinunie  and  Deloris 
iVhitehurst,  Creative  Christian  Educators. 

The  manual  presents  a  clear  "Straight  Forward"  approach  to  several  key  doc- 
rines  and  current  issues  facing  the  church  today. 

The  manual  presents  29  lessons  and  outlines  for  Comprehensive  Bible  Stud- 
es,  $15.95  a  copy.  Send  check  or  money  order  to:  Dr.  Jimmie  Whitehurst,  PO 
5ox  31093,  Raleigh,  NC  27622. 


CcciCla  "WaCton 
833'S440 


(For  nAu  Onfy 

ByCeciRa 

<£>ressmaAing,  <I>raperies  dr  *UphoCstery 
Conducting  (Business  ^Sasetfcm  Christian  KPrincipCes 


The  Wooten  School  of  Music 

Invites  You  to  "Put  Music  in  Your  Life"  in  2001 

Learn  to  Play  Gospel  Music 

A  unique  style  of  playing  chords  to  accompany  your  favorite  tunes. 
Even  at  the  end  of  your  first  lesson.  We  guarantee! 

*  No  prior  experience  necessary 
*  We  guarantee  results  at  the  end  of  the  first  lesson  *  Morning,  noon  or  night  classes 
*  SPECIAL  COURSE  —  "Improving  Your  Present  Style  of  Playing" 
Classes  begin  soon!  Beginning  •  Advaned  •  Intermediate  Classes 

For  additional  information  write:  THE  WOOTEN  SCHOOL  OF  MUSIC 
1003  W.  5th  St.,  Greenville,  NC  27834 
or  call  Studio,  919-757-1023  •  Home  919-757-1135  —  Ya'll  Come! 


Deberry  &  Hand,  P.L.L.C. 

Attorneys  and  Counselors  at  Law 
"Helping  Organizations  That  Help  Others" 
Focusing  On  "Church  and  Nonprofit  Law" 
Does  your  church  need  to  obtain  legal  assistance? 
Then  let  us  help  you.  Our  firm  can... 

•  Incorporate  your  church,  religious  or  nonprofit  organization 

•  Draft  or  Update  your  Constitution,  Charter  or  Bylaws 

•  Conduct  your  title  searches 

•  Represent  you  in  your  real  estate  closing  (purchase,  refinance,  building  and  or 

renovation) 

•  Assist  you  in  establishing  your  Day  Care  or  Elder  Care  programs 

•  Even  represent  you  in  civil  mediation,  arbitration  and  litigation 

We  are  also  available  to  conduct  educational  workshops  and  seminars  for  your 
church  or  nonprofit  organization  such  as: 

•  What  every  Pastor  should  know  BEFORE  stepping  into  the  pulpit — ^Protecting 

yourself  from  accusations  of  misconduct 

•  Accountability  Doesn't  Have  To  Equal  Liability — The  Pro's  and  Con's  of 

Incorporation 

•  Maintaining  your  tax-exempt  status — How  to  help  protect  your  church  or 

nonprofit  organization  from  IRS  audits 

•  How  to  Secure  Grant  Funds — Knowledge  and  Planning  are  Key! 

•  "Faith  Without  Works  is  Dead!"  —  How  to  put  your  church's  plan  for  community 

development  into  action 
Our  Firm  is  committed  to  providing  reUable  and  knowledge  legal  services. 
Allowing  Churches  and  other  Nonprofit  Organizations  to  effectively 
"Help  Others" 
We  Are  Anticipating  Your  Call! 
Please  Contact  Attorney  Stephany  C.  Hand 
919-956-7971  *  919-956-9443  (Fax) 
4 1 3  East  Chapel  Hill  Street 
PO.  Box  1128,  Durham,  NC  27702 


Advertise  in  the  Baptist  Informer! 
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AREA  CHURCHES 

A  NEW  monthly  publication 
is  now  available  •.. 


...For  Churches 
Send  in  your  church 
announcements  one  month 
in  advance  to  let  others 
know  about  your  events. 
This  is  a  FREE  service 
for  all  churches. 


...For  the  public 
There  is  a  way  of 
knowing  what's  going  on 
at  other  churches  up  to  six 
weeks  ahead  of  time. 


For  more  information  write: 

ESTES  PUBLISHING  CO, 

PO  Box  65,  Butner,  NC  27509 
or  call:  919-575-6777 


135*  YEAR  BOOK 

Special  Discount ... 

The  History  ^ 
oftheGBSC  ...  Z5 

Check  out  the  General  Baptist  Bookstore  for  the  new  release  at 
919-839-2211  •  1-800-627-1690  •  FAX  919-839-2266 


CHURCH  INSURANCE 


Get  More  For  Your  Money  With  Preferred  Risk  Mutual! 


CNBC 

X^,^         THE  CONGRESS  OF 
NATIONAL  BLACK  CHURCHES,  INC. 

Sponsor  of  the  Church  Insurance  Program 


For  more  than  30  years,  we've  specialized  in 
Church  Insurance.  We  offer  you  comprehen- 
sive coverage,  from  Church  Property,  to  Day 
Care  Liability. 
CHURCH  •  HOME  •  LIFE  •  AUTO 
For  more  information  on  how  your  church  can 
participate  in  our  church  group  program  contact: 
ROXANNE  TAYLOR,  PRESIDENT 


CHURCH  INSURANCE  PARTNERSHIP  AGENCY,  INC. 

1-800-438-8010 
PREFERRED  RISK  MUTUAL  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

A  Member  of  Preferred  Risk  Group.  West  Des  Moines,  Iowa  1-800-321-5754. 


FREE  ROBES  (with  minimum  order) 

•  ROBES  •  CHOER  •  CLERGY  •  CASSOCKS  •  ACADEMIC  •  GRADUATION  •  CLERGY 
SHIRTS  •  UNIFORMS  •  BADGES  •  GLOVES  •  EASTER  STAR  WHITE  DRESSES 
•  CHURCH  WARES  •  PEW  BIBLES  •  HYMNALS  •  R\RAMENTS 

FREE  MEASUREMENTS,  CATALOGS  &  DEMONSTRATIONS 

JAMES'  HOUSE  OF  ROBES  &  UNIFORMS 


(704)  543-6825  OR  1-800-535-6576  •  FAX  704-543-5575 
PO  BOX  471423,  CHARLOTTE,  NC  28247 
SUPPORT  YOUR  OWN  —  PLEASE! 


g^Se  2002 


$6.CC 


Order  your  copies  today: 

The  GBSC  Bookstore 
603  South  Wilmington  St. 
Raleigh,  NC  27601-2338 
919-821-7466  •  1-800-639-GBSC 
alogan  @  gbsc.org 
919-836-0061  (Fax) 


*6  +  *l 


shipping  &  handling. 
For  10  or  more  books  shipping:  $5 


J 
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Light  Rock  Realty 
(705)  568-5000 

Areas  of  specialty:  Residential  Purchasing/Selling 
Church  &  Land  Purchasing/Selling 
Group  Homebuying  workshops  for  churches 
Homebuying  programs 
•  No  Money  Down 
•  Down  Payment  Assistance 
•  Alternative  Financing  Options 
If  You  Need  Assistance  in  any  of  the  above  areas, 
contact  Gerald  Searles  at  (704)  568-5000 


Christopher  E.  Jenkins  CPA 

Jenkins  Management  Consulting,  P.C. 

Non-profit  Accounting  &  Management 
Audits  •  Church  Administration 
Clergy  Tax  &  Financial  Planning 
Tax/Information  Return  Preparation 
Voice  (252)  439-1185  •  FAX  (252)  439-1184 
2024  Mare's  Way,  Greenville,  NC  27858 
e-mail:  jmgmtc  ©green  ville.  com 


PEW  UPHOLSTERING 
REVERSIBLE  CUSHIONS 

NEW  PEWS  •  PEW  REFINISHING  •  STAINED  GLASS 
LIGHTING  •  CARPET  •  PAINTING  •  PLASTER  REPAIR 

POST  BOX  BOX  5346 
HIGH  POINT,  NC  27262 

1-800-289-7397 
CHURCH  INTERIORS,  INC. 

The  Nation's  Leading  Church  Renovation  Speciausts. 


Turner  &  Company  Sales 

1801  Charles  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27610 
Phone  (919)  833-1871  •  Fax  919-834-6695 
e-mail :  turnerco.sales  @  triangle2.net 
A.J.  T\irner,  Chairman  •  EdmondM.  Pierce,  President 
Shirley  l\irner  Smith,  Vice  President 

"Everything  a  church  needs  •  We  also  refinish  pews! " 


Refinishings 
by  Kivett's 
Fine  Church 
Furniture  & 
Steeples 


919-833-1871 


Call  Me  Before  You 
Purchase! 


Robes 
Plexiglass 
Poddums 


DIVERSE  HOME  HEALTH  SERVICES 

100  Sunnybrook  Road,  Suite  101,  Raleigh,  NC  27610 
Phone  (919)  250-0606  •  Fax  (919)  250-0201 

Referral  and  Clinical  Services  Amilahle 
24  Hours  A  Day  •  7  Days  A  Week 


2001  QUESTIONS  &  ANSWERS 
FOR  CHURCH  TREASURERS 

About:  Taxes  •  ABC  Retirement/Death  Benefit  Plans  •  Pastoral  Budgets 
THE  MINISTERS  AND  MISSIONARIES  BENEFIT  BOARD 
OF  AMERICAN  BAPTIST  CHURCHES 


MS?M 


475  Riverside  Drive/Room  1700,  New  York,  NY  10115-0049 
Telephone:  1-800-986-6222  •  Fax  1-800-986-6782 


MAKE  TREMENDOUS  PROFITS  BY  SPONSORING  POSITIVE  BLACK 
IMAGE  FUND-RAISERS  OR  SELLING  BLACK  ART  RETAIL!! 


PBIArts  Prints  Ae  Superb  For:  Churches  &  Religious  Organizations  •  Building  Funds  •  Educational 
Funds  •  Church  Board(Usher,  Deacon,  Choir,  etc.)  •  Other  Special  Projects  or  Events  •  Individuals  •  Small 
Business  Start-up  (Home-based,  Vendors,  etc.)  Part-time  Business  •  Extra  Income 

an 


'The  Old  Fashioned  Baptism" 
by  Arthello  Beck 


Order  Your  Sampler  or  Starter 
Kit  Now  for  only  $20! 


Fund-raiser  Sampler  Kit  includes:  4  full  color 
Religious  Art  Prints  •  Instructions  for  Conducting 
an  Event  •  Over  100  images  of  Black  Art  (Open  & 
Limited  Edition  Prints  focusing  on  Religious, 
Children's  &  Contemporary  Themes)  •  All 
Occasion  &  Christmas  Greeting  Cards  &  Artifacts 
&  Casual  Wear  •  Free  Mini-Prints  •  A  Free 
Subscription  to  our  PBI  Newsletter  •  Below 
Wholesale  Prices! 


SEND  TO:  POSITIVE  IMAGES,  PO  BOX  775,  DEPT.  CFR,  GATTHERSBURG,  MD  20884 

 Please  Rush  Fund-Raiser  Sample  Kit(s)  For  Only  $20  EA.  Individualual  Start  Kit  ONLY  $20  EA.  _ 


Money  order,  check  or  Cashier's  Check  payable  to:  Positive  Black  Images  enclosed. 

Charge  to  my  Visa  MasteiCard#  

Signature  

Ship  to:  Name  


_  Exp.  Date  _ 


City 


Zip 


_Evening  Number  _ 


ATTENTION!  PASTORS  &  PREACHERS  STOP!  &  ANSWER 

*Is  your  schedule  busy! 

*  Do  you  find  yourself  laboring  hard  and  long  preparing  sermons? 

*  Would  you  find  yourself  laboring  and  long  preparing  sermons? 

*  Would  you  like  to  get  material  that's  ready  for  the  pulpit? 

*  Would  you  like  to  have  material  that's  easy  to  read,  where  all  the  research  is  already  done  for  you? 

Then  "SERMCO  MINISTERS"  is  your  solution 

*  We  have  sermons  that  ADDRESS  ALL  OCCASIONS 

*  Each  sermon  is  easy  to  read 

(DOUBLE  SPACED  ON  SINGLE  SHEETS) 

*  Each  sermon  is  HOMILETICALLY  arranged 

(Introduction,  Exposition,  Come-Home  and  Closing) 

*  Each  sermon  has  INSERTED  SCRIPTURE  (where  appropriate) 

*  Each  sermon  has  VERSES  OF  SONGS.  HYMNS  INSERTED  (where  appropriate) 

*  Sermons  as  received  are  READY  FOR  THE  PULPIT 

viith  minimum  amount  of  study/adjustments 
Single  copies  are  $5  each.  Anthology  (Book  of  26  sermons)  Volume  I  and  Volume  H,  $75  each. 
Shipping  and  handling  charges  will  be  added  to  all  orders.  Catalogs  with  listing  are  free  upon 
request.  Direct  all  questions  and  answers  to: 
MT.  ARARAT  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  INC.,  2503  N.  MYRTLE  AVE.,  JACKSONVILLE,  FLA.  32209 

ATTN:  SERMCO  MINISTRIES,  PASTOR  D.A.  LATTIMORE  JR. 
1-904-354-7893  (CHURCH)  (FAX  904-354-5883 


BIBLICAL  JOURNEY  TO  FINANCIAL  FREEDOM  WORKSHOPS 

In  this  powerful  seminar,  you  will  discover  the  symptoms  of  financial  bondage,  how 
to  get  out  of  debt  and  how  to  get  control  of  your  money. 

SPIRITUAL  PREPARATION  FOR  YOUR  JOURNEY 
In  order  for  you  to  get  the  most  out  of  this  "journey"  you  must  be  spirituall  prepared. 
The  basic  preparation  is  to  know  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior,  so  that  He  can  be 
your  spiritual  guide. 

The  Bible  teaches  that  no  matter  how  insignificant  by  worldly  standards,  even  the  giving 
of  a  cup  of  cold  water  will  not  go  unrewarded.  What  a  deal!  The  Lord  who  takes  not  of  the 
sparrow's  fall  also  takes  not  of  all  the  litde  things  beUevers  do  for  the  Lord. 
Are  there  some  corrections  you  need  to  make  in  your  financial  life  in  order  to  have  a 
"journey  to  financial  freedom?"  The  longer  you  wait  to  make  those  changes,  the  greater 
your  loss.  So,  don't  put  them  off;  get  started  today  on  a  "journey  to  financial  free- 
dom," which  includes  making  life's  only  lasting  investment. 

Purchasing  your  "Journey  to  Financial  Freedom"  workbook  from  Rev.  Tyrone  Mar- 
tin. Workshop  information  available  by  calling:  919-266-4709. 

Call  Today  to  Start  Your  Journey! 
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THE  MILLENNNIUM 
STEWARDSHIP 
CAMPAIGN 
3  Million  Dollars  in 
30  Months 
VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 


We  need  volunteers  statewide  to  help  us  with  our  Millennium  Stewardship 
Campaign.  Persons  needed  to  make  contacts,  write  grants,  make  telephone 
calls,  do  mailings  and  identify  perspective  givers.  If  you  are  interested  and 
have  skills  in  these  areas  please  contact  us  at  Baptist  Headquarters,  603 
South  Wilmington  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27601-2338,  919-821-7466,  800- 
639-GBSC,  HYPERLINK  "mailto:alogan@gbsc.org"  alogan@gbsc.org; 
HYPERLINK  "http://www.gbsc.org"  www.gbsc.org.  Please  pray  for  the 
success  of  this  campaign.  Your  participation  will  make  a  difference  in  this 
project. 

Name:  


Address . 
City  


State 


.Zip. 


Telephone  Number. 

Work  Phone  #  

Mobile  #  

e-mail  


.  Pager  #. 


Fax  Phone  # 


website 


The  General 

Baptist 
Convention 
now  accepts 


ViSA 


www.gbsc.org 


2007-2002  editimt 

JSfjem  J/Uitennium  Qjfuvich 
SieuKViddMp.  (fi  Mumte^ 


Order  your  copies  today: 

The  GBSC  Bookstore 
603  South  Wilmington  St. 
Raleigh,  NC  27601-2338 
919-821-7466  •  1-800-639.GBSC 
alogan  @  gbsc.org 
919-836-0061  (Fax) 


$10  +  $2 


shipping  &  handling. 


135th  Year  2002 
Celebration 

One-Day  Session  Congress 
of  Christian  Education 

February  9,  2002 

Winston-Salem,  N.C. 


One-Day  Usher  ^s  Convention 

February  23,  2002 

Winston-Salem,  N.C. 

Minsters  ^  Council  2002 
Leadership  Summit 

February  14-16,  2002 

Charlotte,  N.C. 
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Baptist  Informer 


Volume  125,  Number  2 


Organ  of  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  N.C.  Inc. 
Voice  of  500,000  North  Carolina  Baptists 


February  2002 


Greetings  in  the  matchless  name  of  our  risen  Savior! 

The  Ministers'  Council 

is  proud  to  present  the 

3rd  Annual  Leadership  Summit 
February  14-16,  2002 


To  be  held  at  the  Ebenezer  Baptist  Church 

2020  W.  Sugar  Creek  Road,  Charlotte,  NC  28262 

Dr.  Leonzo  D.  Lynch^  Pastor 

704-598-2219  phone  •  704-598-8774  fax 


Ebenezer  Baptist  Church  is  located 
in  the  city  of  Charlotte,  NC.  1/2  mile 
north  of  1-85,  Exit  #*1AV.  Sugar 
Creek  Road  {travehng  1-85  North, 
exit  jJ^l  —  turn  left/traveUng  1-85 
South,  exit  #41  —  turn  right} 

The  emphasis  this  year  is  on 
Leadership  —  Our  theme  is:  Revi- 
talizing &  Empowering  Ministerial 


Leadership. 

Invited  Guests  include: 
For  Women  in  Ministry  Division: 
Rev.  Charlene  Hendricks,  Pastor, 
Solid  Rock  Baptist  Church, 
Charlotte 
For  Young  Pastors/Ministers 
Division: 
Dr.  Donald  Hudson,  Pastor, 


Twelfth  Street  Baptist  Church, 
Detroit,  Michigan 
Conference  Preacher: 
Dr.  J.D.  Ballard,  Pastor, 
United  Metropolitan  Baptist 
Church,  Winston  Salem,  N.C. 

Conference  Lecturer. 
Dr.  Cuilliam  Flippen,  Pastor, 
Greater  Piney  Grove  Baptist 


Dr.  Leonzo  Lynch 


Church,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
All  pastors,  associate  pastors 
and  ministers  are  invited  to  attend. 
Sessions  will  be  held  from: 
9  a.m.  to  1  p.rp.  daily 
7  p.m.  nightly 
Join  us  as  we  grow  and  develop 
as  clergy  in  this  present  age  —  our 
calling  to  fulfill! 


Join  Us  For  Our  2002  Mid- Year  Sessions 


ONE-DAY  USHERS  CONVENTION  •  FEBRUARY  23,  2002 

Ebenezer  Baptist  Church 
M.C.  Benton  Convention  &  Civic  Center,  Winston-Salem,  N.C. 
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The  Millennium  Stewardship  Campaign 

3  Million  Dollars  in  30  Months 
From  Clearing  House  to  Kingdom  Station 


By  Dr.  W.B.  Lewis 

We  have  outlined  our  work  at  the 
present  time,  and  where  we  must  go  to 
maintain  our  MISSION/MINISTRY/MES- 
SAGE! We  must  have  your  prayers  and 
support.  This  initiative  will  be  the  greatest 
and  largest  in  GBSC,  Inc.  history.  We  must 
move  our  work  from  clearinghouse  to  King- 
dom station.  The  funds  received  from  this 
campaign  will  be  used  to  build  the  infra- 
structures for  the  expanded  GBSC,  Inc.  pro- 
grams. 

INTRODUCTION 

The  General  Baptist  State  Convention 
of  North  Carolina  leads  the  African- Ameri- 
can Faith-Based  Community  in  MISSION/ 
MINISTRY/MESSAGE.  It  is  important 
that  we  continue  to  set  a  clear  VISION  of 
what  God  has  caUed  us  to  do  as  a  Conven- 
tion and  how  our  SPIRITUAL  AGENDA 
must  proceed.  We  face  several  critical 
needs:  The  need  for  a  new  Baptist  Head- 
quarters Building;  the  J.  Johnson  Baptist 
Assembly  Project;  Disaster  Relief;  and  the 
restoration  and  building  of  a  solid  infra- 
structure for  the  GBSC,  Inc.  These  needs 
are  outlined  in  our  "Campaign  Vision.  " 

ORGANIZATION  STRUCTURE 

Dr.  W.B.  Lewis,  Past  President  GBSC, 
Statewide  Coordinator  Mrs.  Liz  Young, 
Past  President  Congress  of  Christian  Edu- 
cation, Statewide  Coordinator. 

Executive  Stewardship  Campaign 
Council 

Made  up  of  GBSC  Past  Presidents,  Aux- 
iliary Past  Presidents,  Current  GBSC  Of- 
ficers, and  Moderators  of  our  62  Associa- 
tions. 

GBSC,  Inc.  STEWARDSHIP 
DISTRICT  WORKERS 

Campaign  Volunteers  out  of  each  As- 
sociation will  head  each  GBSC  District. 

During  the  $3  MILLION  30  MONTHS 
PROGRAM  we  will  ask  each  General  Bap- 
tist Association,  Church  and  Union  to  make 
special  stewardship  contributions  to  meet 
the  objectives  of  the  Campaign.  We  need 


your  commitment  to  this  project  we  wiU 
achieve  victory  in  Jesus  Christ. 

District  I 

Associations  and  Moderators 
Mud  Creek  Frederick  Gordon 

Waynesville  Frank  T.  Blount 

District  n 

Associations  and  Moderators 
Alexander  Union  K.P.  Gamble 

Mountain  &  Catawba  Darryl  McConnell 
New  Covenant  Curtis  Wolfe 

Yadkin  Drive  Norman  C.  Dudley 

Yadkin  Valley  H.R  Dalton 

District  HI 

Associations  and  Moderators 
Ebenezer  Clinton  A.  Feemster 

Gaston  County  S.H.  Barber  Jr. 

Gold  Hill  Charles  Webbes 

Guiding  Light  Davis  S.  Houston 

Mecklenburg  GeneralNorman  E.  Kerry  Jr. 
Stanley  County  David  L.  Thompson 
Mount  Peace  Charles  E.  Mack 

Lane  Creek  H.L.  Nicholson 

Rising  Star  Samuel  McLendon 

District  IV 

Associations  and  Moderators 
Cedar  Grove  Gary  L.  Cobb 

Guilford  J.W.  Walker 

High  Point  Joseph  T.  Walker 

Rowan  Paul  Lowe 

District  V 

Associations  and  Moderators 
Lumber  River  E.B.  Turner 

Pee  Dee  Jimmy  Gilchrist 

St.  John  S.C.  Fairley 

Union  John  McKoy 

Yadkin  Philadelphia  R.E.  Blount 

Cedar  Creek  N.R  Brodie 

Progressive  Educational  J.C.  McLean 
Zion  Larry  Leake 

Pee  Dee  Union  E.L.  Alexander 

District  VI 

Associations  and  Moderators 
Western  Union  M.T.  Clowney 

Kenansville  Eastern  James  Davis 

Middle  District  Andre  Cary 

Ocean  View  Freeman  Cause 


1@a:pft0f  Informer 

Organ  of  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Inc. 
Voice  of  500,000  Baptists 
(USPS  042-680) 
Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr.,  Executive  Editor 
Dr.  Priscilla  A.  Brodie,  Executive  Editor 
Ms.  Carol  J.  Smith,  Managing  Editor 
Pubhshed  the  first  of  each  month  at  Raleigh,  N.C. 
Second  class  postage  paid  at  Raleigh,  N.C.  27601  &  additional  mailing  offices. 
Postmaster  send  addresses  &  all  communications  for  publication  &  inquiry  to 
Baptist  Informer,  Baptist  Headquarters,  603  S.  Wilmington  St.,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
919-821-7466  •  800-639-4272  •  Fax:  919-836-0061  •  E-mail:  gbsc@gbsc.org. 


THEME:  "By  the  word  of  truth,  by  the  power  of  God,  by  the  armor 
of  righteousness... "  (11  Corinthians  6:7) 


Brunswick- Waccamaw  Leo  Stevenson 
Hammond  Creek  Charles  R.  Parker 
New  Era  Timothy  A.  Lance 

District  VH 
Associations  and  Moderators 
New  Home  &  Durham    Sandra  Freeman 


United  Shiloh 
Middle  Baptist 
County  Line 
Wake 
New  Hope 
Johnson  District 
Deep  River 
East  Cedar  Grove 
FrankMn  County 


Lacy  Joyner 
S.E.  Blalock 
Terry  Taylor 
Paul  Anderson 
Brian  Wright 
Joseph  R.  Rogers 
Lawrence  Gilmore 
Mildred  Chambers 
Timothy  Walker 


District  VHI 
Associations  and  Moderators 


Neuse  River 
Wilson 
Tar  River 

Progressive  Tar  River 
Bear  Creek 
Reedy  Creek 


C.C.  Lawrence 
James  Barroa 
J.E.  Woodhouse 
Richard  L.  Battle 
WiUie  J.  Cox 
Timothy  Edwards 


District  K 
Associations  and  Moderators 

Old  Eastern  Charles  D.  Bell 

Middle  Ground  Walter  Cherry 

Hyde  County  Herman  Young 

New  Bern  Eastern  Frederick  Fisher 
East  Carolina  Progressive  L.A.  Dillahunt 


Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr. 


East  Pamlico  River       Charles  L.  Smith 
Trent  River  Oakey  Grove     W.K.  Raynor 
District  X 
Associations  and  Moderators 
Northampton  Robert  Holloman 

Roanoke  Ricky  Banks 

West  Roanoke  Elbert  E.  Lee 


GBSC  Is  Available  To  Work 
With  Churches 

By  Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr. 

Greetings!  The  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  is  available 
to  work  with  your  church  during  the  time  you  do  not  have  a  Pastor.  We  will  woric 
with  the  Deacons  and  other  officers  to  provide  guidance  as  you  search  for  a  new 
pastor  to  lead  your  church. 

Some  of  the  things  we  offer: 

•  We  have  ordained  Baptist  ministers  available  to  assist  the  Deacons  in 

carrying  out  the  Church  Ordinances:  Lord  Supper  and  Baptism. 

•  We  have  ordained  clergy  who  can  serve  as  an  "Interim  Minister"  in  your 

church. 

•  Some  suggested  workshops: 

/  How  To  Select  An  Interim  Pastor? 

/  How  To  Call  A  Pastor? 

/  How  Much  Should  We  Pay  Our  Pastor? 

/  Church  Administration 

/  How  To  Plan  A  Church  Budget? 

/  Effective  Bible  Study 

/  Evangelism  Classes 

/  Special  Training  For  Deacons/Trustees 

/  Christian  Education  Planning 

/  Church  Development 

/  Please  call  if  you  are  interested  in  any  of  these  services! 
1-800-639-GBSC  (4272) 
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MINISTERS'  COUNCIL 
2002  LEADERSHIP  SUMMIT 
FEBRUARY  14-16,  2002 
EBENEZER  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

2020  SUGAR  CREEK  ROAD,  CHARLOTTE,  NC 
GUEST  SPEAKERS: 

REV.  DR.  J.D.  BALLARD 

Pastor  of  the  United  Metropolitan  Missionary 
Winston-Salem,  NC 

REV.  DR.  DONALD  RAY  HUDSON 

Pastor  of  the  Twelfth  Street  Baptist  Church 
Detroit,  Michigan 


135^'  YEAR  CELEBRATION 

ONE-DAY  SESSION  CONGRESS 
OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

February  9, 2002 

M.C.  Benton  Convention  and  Civic  Center,  301  West 
Fifth  Street,  Raleigh,  NC 

ONE-DAY  USHER'S  CONVENTION 

February  23,  2002 

M.C.  Benton  Convention  and  Civic  Center, 
Winston-Salem,  NC 
HOTEL:  ADAMS  MARK,  425  N.  CHERRY  STREET, 
WINSTON-SALEM,  NC. 


MINISTERS '  COUNCIL 
2002  LEADERSHIP  SUMMIT 

February  14-16,  2002 

EBENEZER  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
2020  SUGAR  CREEK  ROAD,  CHARLOTTE,  NC 
HOTEL:  HILTON  CHARLOTTE  UNIVERSITY  PLACE 
9629  J.M.  KEYNES  DRIVE,  CHARLOTTE,  NC 
704-547-7444 

STATEWIDE  CHURCH  MUSIC 
CONFERENCE  •  April  25-27,  2002 

St.  Luke  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Morehead  City,  N.C.  28577 
Rev.  S.  Barrow  III,  Pastor 
HIGHLIGHTS: 
Youth  Praise  Dancers  •  Sign  Language  For  Worship 
Hands-on  Piano  Techniques 
Introducing  the  New  African- American  Heritage  Hymnal 
Vocal  Techniques  for  Choirs 
Body  &  Soul  Health  Issues 


I  1 

135TH  YEAR  CELEBRATION  •  2002 
ONE-DAY  SESSION  CONGRESS  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
Dr.  John  D.  FuUer  Sr.,  President  GBSC 
Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr.,  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 
February  9,  2002 


Registration/Representation  Form 


Name 


Address 


City 
Pastor 


State 


Zip  Code 


Phone  # 


Registration 
Church  Representation: 
Personal  registration 
Number  of  messengers: 


$400 

$10  per  person 
$10  each 


Amount  $. 


Please  send  registration  form  to: 
BAPTIST  HEADQUARTERS 
Congress  of  Christian  Education 
603  S.  Wihnington  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27601 
.  800-639-GBSC  (4272)  —  919-821-7466 


^^^^^ 


135TH  YEAR  CELEBRATION 
February  14-16, 2002 
Ministers'  Council  •  2002  Leadership  Summit 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church 
2020  Sugar  Creek  Road,  Charlotte,  NC 

Registration/Representation  Form 


Name 


Address 


City 
Church 


State 


Zip  Code 


Phone  # 


Pastor's  registration  $50 
Associate  Minister(s)  @  $40  each 
Church  representation  $400 


Total 


Please  send  registration  form  to: 
GBSC:  Ministers  Council 
603  S.  Wihnington  Street 
Raleigh,  NC  27601 
800-639-GBSC  (4272)  —  919-821-7466 


^^^^^ 


135TH  YEAR  CELEBRATION 
ONE-DAY  SESSION  USHER'S  CONVENTION 
M.C.  Benton  Convention  &  Civic  Center 

301  West  Fifth  Street,  Winston-Salem,  N.C. 
February  23, 2002 


Registration/Representation  Form 


Name 


Address 


City 
Church 


State 


Zip  Code 


Phone  # 


Personal  registration  $10  per  person . 
Number  of  messengers  @  $10  each  _ 
Church  representation  $400 


Total 


Please  send  registration  form  to: 
GBSC  •  One-Day  Session  Usher's  Convention 
603  S.  Wihnington  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27601 
800-639-GBSC  (4272)  —  919-821-7466 


^^^^^ 
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Don't  Forget,  to  Remember 


By  Rev.  Dennis  Leach  BSJVLDiv. 

Fori  have  received  of  the  Lord  that  which  also 
I  delivered  unto  you.  That  the  Lord  Jesus  the 
same  night  in  which  he  was  betrayed  took  bread: 
and  when  he  had  given  thanks,  he  brake  it,  and 
said.  Take,  eat  this  is  my  body  which  is  broken 
for  you:  this  do  in  remembrance  of  me.  After  the 
same  manner  also  he  took  the  cup,  when  he  had 
supped  saying,  This  cup  I  the  new  testament  in 
my  blood;  this  do  ye,  as  oft  as  ye  drink  it,  in 
remembrance  of  me.  For  as  often  as  ye  eat  this 
bread  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  do  shew  the  Lord's 
death  till  he  come  (1  Cor  11:23-25  KJV). 

When  it  comes  to  Biblical  personalities  that 
loom  large  on  the  Christian  doctrinal  horizon, 
the  Apostle  Paul  stands  head  and  shoulders 
above  the  rest  Those  writings  commonly  at- 
tributed to  him  have  given  to  the  Christian  world 
great  theological  insight  into  the  unfathomable 
depths  of  the  mind  and  heart  of  God.  His  theo- 
logical propositions  can  be  both  simple  and  com- 
plex. From  the  salvation  formula  offered  in 
Romans  10,  to  his  dissertation  on  prophesying, 
and  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  1  Corinthians 
14,  Paul  was  on  the  cutting  edge. 

There  was  never  a  time  that  the  Apostle 
wrote  that  he  did  not  seek  to  be  relevant,  and 
significant  in  addressing  church  issues,  such  was 
the  case  with  the  Corinthian  church  concerning 
the  Lord's  Supper.  At  their  request  I  recendy 
conducted  a  woricshop  for  the  Hammond  Creek 
Association  on  the  Lord's  Supper,  or  the  Eu- 
charist The  following  information  is  what  I 
shared  with  the  Hammond  Creek  Association. 
The  Lord's  Supper 

The  Lord's  Supper,  also  called  Commun- 
ion or  the  Eucharist,  is  the  second  ordinance  (or 
sacrament)  that  Baptists  believe  Christ  estab- 
lished and  is  therefore  to  be  observed  by 
churches  until  the  end  of  time.  Like  baptism,  it 
is  a  ritual  of  simple  but  deep  symbolism.  Per- 
haps even  more  than  baptism,  it  has  a  powerful 
and  shaping  effect  on  its  participants.  Because 
of  its  central  significance  in  the  theology  and 
practice  of  church  life,  it  has  historically  been 
the  focus  of  heated  and  bitter  controversy  among 
Christians.  Indeed,  definitions  regarding  the 
nature  and  practice  of  the  Lord's  Supper  have 
been  at  the  center  of  most  divisions  in  the  church, 
even  among  Baptists. 

Insdtution  of  the  Lord's  Supper 

Communion  is  based  on  the  celebration  of 
a  Passover  meal  between  Jesus  and  his  disciples 
on  the  night  before  his  betiayal  and  arrest  (Matt 
26:26-30;  Mark  14:22-26;  Luke 22: 14-20).  Paul 
wrote  to  the  Corinthians:  "For  I  received  fix)m 
the  Lord  what  I  also  delivered  unto  you,  that  the 
Lord  Jesus  on  the  night  when  he  was  betrayed 
took  bread,  and  when  he  had  given  thanks,  he 
broke  it,  and  said,  'This  is  my  body  which  is 
broken  for  you.  Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me.' 
In  the  same  manner  also  he  took  the  cup,  after 
supper,  saying,  'This  cup  is  the  new  covenant 
in  my  blood.  Do  this,  as  often  as  you  drink  it,  in 
remembrance  of  me.'  For  as  often  as  you  eat 
this  bread  and  drink  this  cup,  you  proclaim  the 
Lord's  death  until  he  comes"  ( 1  Cor.  1 1 :23-26). 
The  Lord's  Supper  is  so  situated  in  the  scrip- 
tural narrative  of  the  passion  and  death  of  Jesus 
as  to  be  a  point  of  ti:ansition.  At  the  meal,  Jesus 
shared  in  fellowship  and  worship  with  his  dis- 
ciples; following  the  meal,  Jesus  was  arrested 
and  began  his  anguish  as  the  Paschal  Lamb  "be- 
ing led  to  slaughter."  Because  of  this.  Baptist 
have  generally  believed  that  Jesus  established 
the  meal  as  a  symboUc  reminder  of  his  role  in 
salvation  and  as  a  communal  event  by  which 
first  his  disciples  and  later  believers  could  be 
bound  with  him  forever. 

The  Administration 
of  the  Lord's  Supper 

The  Lord's  Supper  is  observed  in  a  variety 
of  ways  among  Baptist;  in  the  structured  for- 
mality of  a  V  orship  service;  informally  as  an 


aspect  of  a  church  "spiritual  retreaf '  or  other 
gatherings;  as  a  part  of  a  service  of  ordination 
or  installation  of  a  pastor;  as  a  ministry  to  the 
sick  to  remind  them  of  the  healing  power  of 
Christ  and  of  the  stijength  of  the  fellowship  to 
which  they  belong,  or  to  the  dying  as  a  reminder 
of  their  continued  participation  in  the  fellow- 
ship of  Christ  whether  here  or  in  the  life  to  come. 
In  aU  circumstances  the  symbols  are  the  same: 
memorials  of  Christ's  body  and  blood,  shared 
by  believers  to  commemorate  his  sufferings  and 
death  and  to  show  their  continued  faith,  partici- 
pation in  sacrifice,  and  hope  in  Christ's  contin- 
ued life  and  presence. 

Generally  it  is  the  pastor  who  presides  at 
this  symbolic  meal,  serving  the  bread  and  the 
cup  to  others.  After  some  form  of  the  words  of 
institution  have  been  spoken,  a  single  prayer  or 
separate  prayers  of  thanksgiving  are  offered  for 
the  bread  and  the  cup.  When  deacons  are  present, 
the  pastor  passes  the  plates  and  cups  to  them  to 
be  served,  in  turn,  to  the  congregation.  In  a  sym- 
bolic gesture  of  service,  the  pastor  may  also  serve 
the  deacons  when  they  have  finished  serving 
the  congregation.  Then,  when  all  have  been 
served,  the  pastor  leads  the  congregation  in  re- 
ceiving first  the  bread,  then  the  cup,  by  speak- 
ing an  appropriate  word  of  mvitation.  Guidance 
for  appropriate  words  and  prayers  tobe  usgd,  as 
well  as  orders  of  service  for  Communion,  can 
be  found  in  many  service  books,  including  A 
Manual  of  Worship,  New  Edition  by  John  E. 
Skoglund  and  Nancy  E.  Hall. 

Whether  the  Lord's  Supper  is  served  in  great 
formahty  or  in  an  informal  circumstance,  it 
should  be  conducted  with  dignity  and  reverence. 
In  many  Baptist  churches  a  special  offering  is 
received  following  the  Lord's  Supper  —  one 
usually  dedicated  to  the  service  of  the  needy  in 
the  community  or  for  a  specific  mission  or  out- 
reach purpose.  The  service  is  then  closed  with  a 
famihar  fellowship  hymn,  following  the  prece- 
dent of  Jesus  and  the  disciples  in  Matthew  26:30: 
"And  when  they  had  sung  a  hymn,  they  went 
out  to  the  Mount  of  OUves,"  The  hymn  "Blest 
Be  the  Tie  That  Binds"  has  become  a  tradition 
for  many  congregations. 

The  Obligation  of  the  Lord's  Supper 

It  is  a  sacred  privilege  for  every  Christian  to 
participate  in  Communion.  Jesus,  in  his  obser- 
vance of  the  meal,  said,  'Take  eaL..drink  of  it, 
all  of  you"  (Matthew  26:26, 27).  To  fail  to  par- 
ticipate is  to  be  disobedient  to  his  command- 
ment, "Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me"  (Luke 
22: 19).  It  is  unthinkable  that  a  Christian  would 
desire  to  neglect  participation  in  this  meal,  ex- 
cept for  unavoidable,  exti:eme  circumstances. 
Likewise,  no  person  should  approach  the  table 
of  the  Lord's  Supper  casually,  for  to  do  so  is  to 
diminish  and  disrespect  its  significance. 

Participation  in  the  Lord's  Supper 

Almost  universally.  Baptist  encourage  only 
those  who  are  Christian  beUevers  to  participate 
in  the  Lord's  Supper.  Few  churches,  however, 
make  a  clear  effort  to  prevent  its  participation 
among  those  who  are  seeking  clarification  of 
their  faith  but  who  are  not  yet  baptized  or  mem- 
bers of  the  church.  Most  churches  do  not  en- 
courage children  to  participate,  beheving  that 
until  a  child  has  grown  to  maturity  sufficient  to 
dehberately  regard  baptism  and  church  mem- 
bership, sharing  in  Communion  might  dimin- 
ish its  ultimate  value  for  them. 

There  is,  however,  a  larger  issue  concern- 
ing participation  at  the  table.  Among  Baptist 
churches  there  has  historically  been  a  division 
between  those  who  practice  "open  Commun- 
ion" and  those  who  practice  "closed  Commun- 
ioa"  Open  Communion  is  practiced  by  churches 
that  permit  anyone  who  desired  to  share  in  the 
meal  and  who  believes  himself  or  herself  to  be 
qualified  to  come  to  the  Lord's  Table  without 
question  or  condition.  In  such  churches,  those 
present  that  are  members  of  other  Baptist 


churches,  other  Christian  churches  or  commu- 
nities, and  even  those  who  belong  to  no  specific 
denomination  are  welcome  to  participate.  Be- 
hind this  practice  is  the  behef  that  the  desire  to 
participate  in  the  fellowship  of  the  Lord's  Table 
is  itself  a  confession  of  faith  and  that  only  Christ 
and  the  participant  are  able  to  determine  whether 
it  is  effective  for  their  spiritual  well-being. 

In  churches  that  practice  closed  Commun- 
ion, on  the  other  hand,  the  Lord's  Supper  is  re- 
stiicted  to  immersed  beHevers  who  are  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  of  a  Baptist  church.  In 
some  cases  it  is  restricted  at  least  to  those  who 
have  been  baptized  by  some  means,  if  not  im- 
mersion, in  a  Christian  church,  while  in  others 
only  those  who  have  been  baptized  by  immer- 
sion as  adults  are  invited.  The  strictest  form  of 
closed  Communion  is  practiced  in  churches 
where  the  Lord's  Supper  is  offered  only  to  those 
who  have  been  baptized  by  immersion  in  that 
particular  church.  This  most  strict  observance 
is  associated  most  often  with  the  Landmark 
Movement  in  the  South  and  lower  Midwest,  but 
has  other  adherents  as  well.  In  general,  the  prac- 
tice of  the  mostrestrictive  forms  of  closed  Com- 
munion has  diminished  in  recent  years. 


Dr.  John  D.  Fuller  Sr. 

In  considering  whether  to  practice  open 
or  dosed  Communion,  cfaurdies  should  care- 
fiiHy  consider  the  d^ree  to  which  a  closed 
Communion  enhances  the  significance  of 
church  membership  and  the  intensity  of  fel- 
lowship. This  benefit  must  be  balanced 
against  the  degree  to  wliich  it  separates  the 
church  from  fellow  Christians  of  other 
churches  or  isolates  some  who  are  seeking 
the  presence  of  Christ  and  prevents  them 
from  drawing  near. 


General  Baptist  Convention 
Of  North  Carolina  Foundation 

1400  Crescent  Green,  Suite  G-lOO,  Gary,  N.C.  275 1 1 
Phone:  (919)  858-7847  or  1  (866)  OURGODl  (687-4631)  ToU  Free 
Web  site:  www.GBSConline.org. 

The  Millennium  Stewardship  Campaign  has  a  goal  of  raising  3  mil- 
lion DOLLARS  IN  30  MONTHS  TO  CREATE  AN  ENDOWMENT,  WHICH  WILL 
ASSIST  IN  FUNDING  THE  EXPANSION  OF  THE  PROGRAMS  OF  THE  GENERAL 

Baptist  State  Convention  of  N.C,  Inc. 

The  Foundation  has  two  ways  to  meet  this  goal: 

1 .  )  Donations  from  individuals,  member  churches  and  corporations. 

2.  )  Voucher  Program  (please  call  for  details) 


Programs  for  the  Church? 

+  Church  Loan  Package  Assistance 

&  Package  Review 
-I-  Up  to  $  1 ,500  Discounted  on 

Loan  Origination  Fees 
+  Incorporating  Services 
+  Economic  Empowerment  Seminars 
+  Web  Page  Design  &  Hosting 
-I-   Mail  Exchange  Service 
+  Computer  Hardware  &  Software 
+  Voice  &  Web  Conferencing 
+  Electronic  Stewardship 


Programs  for  the  Individual? 

+  Will  Preparation 

-H  Low  Cost  Life  Insurance 

+  Investment  Club  Start-Up  Assistance 

+  Individually  Tailored  Financial  Plans 

+  Self -Employed  and/or  Business 

Owner  Financial  Plans 
+  Mail  Exchange  Service 
+  Computer  Hardware  &  Software 
+  Internet  Service  Access 
+  Electronic  Stewardship 


Each  donor  will  receive  a  defined  &  measurable  economic  benefit  in  return  for  their  support. 


EN  CO-OPERATION  WITH: 
A&B  ASSET  management 
1400  Crescent  Green,  Suite  G-lOO 
Gary,  N.C.  27511 

Ph:  (919)  858-7817  •  Fax  (919)  816-9241 


ICN  COMPUTING 

1711  Farrington  Point  Road 

Chapel  Hill,  N.C.  27517 

Ph;  (919)  933-7300  •  Fax  (919)  933-7340 

www.ICN-Computing.com 


Page  Five 


When  Love  Shines  In 


By  Executive  Secretary  IVeasurer 
Brodie 

Jesus  comes  with  pow  'r  to  gladden,  When 
love  shines  in.  Ev'ry  life  that  woe  can  sad- 
den, When  love  shines  in.  Love  will  teach 
us  how  to  pray.  Love  will  drive  the  gloom 
away,  Turn  our  darkness  in-to  day.  When 
love  shines  in. 

How  the  world  will  grow  with  beauty.  When 
love  shines  in.  And  the  heart  rejoice  in  du- 
ty, When  love  shines  in.  Tri-als  may  be  sanc- 
ti-fied.  And  the  soul  in  peace  a-bide.  Life 
will  all  be  glo-ri-fied.  When  love  shines  in. 

Dark-est  sor-row  will  grow  brighter.  When 
love  shines  in.  And  the  heav-iest  bur-den 
light-er.  When  love  shines  in.  'lis  the  glo- 
ry that  will  throw  Light  to  show  us  where 
to  go;  O,  the  heart  shall  blessings  know. 
When  love  shines  in. 

We  may  have  un-fad-ing  splendor.  When 
love  shines  in.  And  a  friend-ship  true  and 
tender.  When  love  shines  in.  When  earth  vic- 
t'ries  shall  be  won.  And  our  life  in  Heav  'n 
begun,  There  will  be  no  need  of  sun.  When 
love  shines  in. 

Chorus 

When  love  shines  in,... When  love  shines 
in,...  When  love  shines  in.  When  love  shines 
in.  When  love  shines  in.. .How  the  heart  is 
tuned  to  sing-ing.  When  love. ..shines 


in,...  When  love  shines  in,.. .When  love  shines 
in.  When  love  shines  in.  When  love  shines 
in,. ..Joy  and  peace  to  oth-ers  bringing. 
When  love  shines  in... 

Mrs.  Frank  A.  Breck 

February  usually  is  known  as  the  love 
and  Afro-American  History  month.  How 
great  a  little  word  is  L-O-V-E  only  four  let- 
ters. Yet  without  it  life  and  situations  per- 
ish, but  with  it  life  and  situations  flourish 
abundantly.  Real  love  begins  with  God,  for 
it  is  written,  "God  is  Love."  When  the  world 
(all  Life,  inclusive  of  Adam  and  Eve),  at  first 
was  created  by  God,  all  was  well  because 
love  prevailed.  Adam  and  Eve  loved  God 
(kept  His  Word)  and  loved  each  other.  In 
this  environment  all  living  creatures  lived 
together  in  harmony.  However,  when  man 
and  woman  began  not  to  love  God  (failed 
to  keep  His  Word),  they  ceased  to  live 
sinlessly  and  in  harmony;  other  living  crea- 
tures began  to  live  in  disharmony,  and  the 
ground  became  infested  with  thorns.  What 
a  change  in  life  because  of  the  lack  of  love 
for  God  (disobedient  to  His  Word).  Yet  the 
season,  Christmas,  out  of  which  we  have 
come  reminded  us  that  God  is  at  work  in 
Christ  regarding  reconciliation  and  resto- 
ration where  His  Love  again  will  prevail. 
What  a  wonderful  change  "When  Love 
Shines  In!"  When  love  shines  in,  all  Ameri- 
can contributions  are  recognized,  even 
Afro- Americans' . 


WOMAN'S  BAPTIST  HOME  AND  FOREIGN  MISSIONARY 
CONVENTION  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 
AUXILIARY  TO  GBSC  •  2002  CALENDAR 


FEBRUARY 


(Prayer  Month  for  NATIONAL  MISSIONS) 
Easter 

Statewide  Leaders'  Workshop,  Raleigh  Civic  Center 
Ministers'  Wives  and  Widows  Spring  Retreat 
Young  Adults'  Retreat 

Leadership  Training  Conference,  Baptist  Assembly,  Laurel  Hill 
First  Week  of  Youth  Bible  Camp,  Baptist  Assembly,  Laurel  Hill 
Second  Week  of  Youth  Bible  Camp,  Baptist  Assembly,  Laurel  Hill 
Missions  Prayer  Day  (County  Unions,  et.  al.) 
Third  Week  of  Youth  Bible  Camp,  Baptist  Assembly,  Laurel  Hill 

Woman's  Baptist  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Convention, 
Winston-Salem 


MARCH 

31 

APRIL 

6 

MAY 

4 

JUNE 

1 

3-7 
9-14 
16-21 
22 

23-  28 
JULY 

28-Aug.  1 

AUGUST 

(Prayer  month  for  THE  FAMILY) 

24-  31  Lott  Carey  Baptist  Foreign  Missions  Convention,  New  Orleans,  La. 
SEPTEMBER 

2-6  National  Baptist  Convention,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

28  Family  Missions  Conference,  First  Baptist,  Oxford 

OCTOBER  (Prayer  month  for  SHAW  UNIVERSITY  AND 

SHAW  DIVINITY  SCHOOL) 
12  WBSC  Institute  Workers'  Workshop,  Baptist  Headquarters 

NOVEMBER 

2  Youth  Evangelism  Conference,  Halifax  County  Union,  Host 

4  World  Day  of  Prayer  (BWA  —  Woman's  Department) 

15  Shaw  University  Founder's  Day  Convocation 

15-17  Ministers'  Wives  and  Widows  Fall  Retreat 

28  Thanksgiving  Day 

DECEMBER 

25  Christmas  Day 


Because  of  the  love  of  God  and  love 
for  people  many  of  you  came  to  the  One- 
Day  Session,  and  we  are  very  grateful.  In 
the  love  of  God,  do  continue  to  carry  out 
the  mission  of  winning  and  nourishing  souls 
for  Christ  in  terms  of  giving  sacrificially, 
supporting,  praying,  worshipping,  teaching, 
preaching,  fellowshipping,  forgiving,  using 
Christian  communication.  Let  us  help  love 
shine  in  this  new  year  of  missions  endeav- 
ors. To  God  Be  The  Glory! 
Reminders 

1.  Budget:  Quotas  have  been  sent  to 
churches  to  help  realize  the  mission's  bud- 
get. If  churches  (circles)  have  not  received 
a  quota,  please  write  the  Executive  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer of  WBH&FMC  immedi- 
ately. Our  2001-02  Budget  ($801,357)  in- 
cludes: Shaw  University  —  $49,500.00 
Shaw  Divinity  —  $33,500.00;  Foreign 
Missions  —  $80,200.00;  Central 
Children's  Home  —  $36,500.00;  Baptist 
Assembly  —  $40,500.00;  and  State  Mis- 
sions —  $561,157.00.  Please  send  contri- 
butions to  PO.  Box  1818,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
27602,  and  make  checks  or  money  orders 
payable  to  Woman's  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion or  Woman's  Baptist  Home  and  Foreign 
Missionary  Convention. 

2.  Self-Denial  Envelopes  —  Please 
write  to  the  Woman's  Convention,  P.O.  Box 
1818,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27602,  in  order  to  re- 


Dr.  Priscilla  A.  Brodie 
Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 


ceive  these. 

3.  Housing  Reservations  Forms  for 
the  118th  Annual  Session  of  the  Woman's 
Convention  in  Winston-Salem,  July 
2002,  are  now  available  from  this  office. 

4. 2002  Lott  Carey  housing  reserva- 
tions forms  may  be  secured  from  this  of- 
fice also. 

5.  State- wide  Leaders'  Workshop  — 
Pre-registration  for  the  State- wide  Lead- 
ers' Workshop,  April  6,  2002,  is  $5;  on- 
site,  $6.  Lf  you  have  not  received  pre-reg- 
istration forms,  please  contact  the  office 
immediately.  Pre-registration  deadline  is 
March  15,  2002. 

"And  to  know  the  love  of  Christ,  which 
passeth  knowledge,  that  ye  might  be  filled 
with  all  the  fullness  of  God."  Eph.  3:19. 


Food  Drive  To  Be  Held 
On  Saturday,  April  6, 2002 


To  help  supplement  the  food  supply  of  North 
Carolina,  the  Woman's  Convention  will  spon- 
sor a  food  drive  on  Saturday,  April  6, 2002,  dur- 
ing the  Leadership  Workshop,  here  at  the  Ra- 
leigh Convention  and  Civic  Center. 

This  food  drive  will  be  coordinated  by 
the  Young  Adult  Department;  however,  we 
are  asking  all  departments  to  bring  non- 
perishable  food  items  on  that  day.  We  so- 
licit all  types  of  non-perishable  food  items 
(be  sure  to  monitor  the  expiration  date). 
Food  should  include  aU  types  of  can  goods 
(vegetables,  fruit,  soup,  beans,  etc.),  break- 
fast cereals  (hot  and  cold)  and  dry  goods 
such  as  pasta  and  rice.  Please  do  not  bring 
any  items  in  glass  containers. 

Upon  arriving  at  the  Raleigh  Conven- 
tion and  Civic  Center,  please  drop  off  your 
foods  items  at  the  front  entrance.  If  you 
have  large  amounts  of  food,  please  drop  off 
your  food,  prior  to  parking  your  vehicle. 
Young  Adults  will  be  on  the  outside  to  col- 
lect your  food  items  and  place  them  in  con- 
tainers provided  by  the  Food  Bank  of  North 
Carolina.  These  items  will  be  placed  in 
large  food  containers  between  8  a.m.  and 
12  noon.  The  Food  Bank  of  North  Caro- 
lina will  pick  up  the  food  containers  at 
noon.  If  you  are  not  planning  to  attend  the 
leadership  workshop,  but  hve  in  the  Raleigh 
area,  you  can  drop  off  your  food  item  ih 
front  of  the  Civic  Center.  Young  Adults  will 
meet  you  at  your  car  to  receive  your  items. 

We  are  requesting  that  each  District 
Conference  Chairperson,  assist  us  in 
spreading  the  news  of  bringing  these  items 


on  Saturday,  April  6, 2002.  Please  have  this 
information  included  all  newsletters  in  your 
church,  auxihary,  county/city,  associations 
and  district  conferences.  Also,  we  plan  to 
announce  the  Food  Drive  on  local  radio  sta- 
tions in  various  areas. 

Our  goal  is  2,000  pounds  of  food;  there- 
fore, we  are  encouraging  you  to  tell  others 
about  this  outreach  project.  If  each  of  one 
of  us  brings  at  least  one  pound  of  food  (most 
cans  of  food  weigh  from  14  to  16  ounces 
each),  we  call  fill  the  containers.  Each  con- 
tainer provided  by  the  Food  Bank  will  hold 
500  cans  of  food. 

If  you  have  questions  or  would  like 
someone  to  remind  you  to  bring  the  non- 
perishable  food  items  on  April  6,  2002, 
please  contact  one  of  the  Young  Adult  Of- 
ficers or  Directors  Gregory  or  Judd,  so  that 
we  can  make  arrangements  to  have  a  Young 
Adult  Officer  in  your  area  pick  up  the  food 
items.  If  you  know  that  you  will  not  be  able 
to  attend  on  April  6,  2002,  please  purchase 
the  non-perishable  food  items  and  ask  a 
friend  to  bring  it  for  you. 

We  are  excited  about  this  outreach  mission 
project  We  have  already  asked  God  to  guide 
us  in  reaching  across  the  State  of  North 
Carolina.  James  2: 15  &  16  "If  a  brother  or 
sister  be  naked,  and  destitute  of  daily  food. 
And  one  of  you  say  unto  them.  Depart  in 
peace,  be  ye  warned  and  filled;  notwith- 
standing ye  give  them  not  those  things 
which  are  needful  to  the  body;  what  doth  it 
profit?  Even  so  faith,  if  it  hath  not  woiks,  is 
dead,  being  alone." 
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MORE  WOMEN'S  NEWS 


By  Sisters  Mary  B.  Godfrey  and 
Earlene  Waldron 

Saturday,  December  8, 2001,  the  Mis- 
sionaries of  District  Ten,  Group  2  held  their 
final  meeting  of  the  year  at  the  Union 
Chapel  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  located 
in  the  Weeksville  Section  of  Elizabeth  City, 
N.C.  Rev.  Charles  L.  Sizemore  is  pastor. 
Mrs.  Audrey  P.  Battle,  2nd  Vice  President 
of  the  Woman's  Baptist  Home  and  Foreign 
Missionary  Convention  of  NC,  was  the  spe- 
cial guest.  Sister  Maxine  Spence,  Co-chair 
presided  over  the  session. 

Devotional  leader.  Sister  Evelyn 
Montague,  opened  with  a  very  spiritual 
devotional  period  wherein  prayers,  songs, 
and  testimonies  by  the  group  set  the  tone 
for  a  spiritual  filled  meeting.  The  welcome 
was  extended  by  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Sizemore, 
who  emphasized  that  Missionaries,  must  be 
about  God's  work,  in  terms  of  setting  ex- 
amples for  our  youth  and  speaking  the  truth. 

Local  Circle  Presidents  gave  reports  of 


Renewing  Of  Your  Mind 


their  auxiliary's  accomplishments  during 
the  year.  Then  Mrs.  Battle  was  introduced 
by  Sister  Mary  E.  Sharpe. 

Mrs.  Battle  began  her  message  with  a 
statement  and  a  question.  "Jesus  is  leading 
us.  Are  we  following?"  Her  theme  was' 
"Renewing  of  your  Mind"  —  Romans  12:1- 
2.  Much  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  fol- 
lowing points: 

1.  We  have  a  lot  of  work  to  do  on  the 
home  front. 

2.  We  are  responsible  for  what  goes  on 
in  our  community. 

3.  Things  have  changed  but  our  goals 
and  motives  have  not. 

4.  Our  job  is  to  motivate  and  enlighten 
the  loss. 

5.  We  are  God's  disciples.  We  should 
be  committed  to  learning. 


6.  We  serve  a  God  too  great  to  be  in 
the  shape  we  find  ourselves. 

At  the  beginning  and  at  the  end  of  Mrs. 
Batde's  message  she  gave  out  handouts  em- 
phasizing: only  what  you  do  for  Christ  will 
last;  prioritize  our  lives;  have  a  retrospec- 
tive view;  plot  where  we  plan  to  go  with 
Jesus. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mrs.  Battle's  mes- 
sage, she  installed  officers  for  2002/2003. 
Chairperson:  Sister  Mary  B.  Godfrey 
Co-Chairperson  Sister:  Maxine  Spence 
Secretary:  Sister  Earlene  Waldron 
Assistant  Secretary:  Sister  Minnie 
Herring 

Treasurer:  Sister  Jean  Ferebee 
Worship  Leaders:  Sisters  Lenora 
Spence  and  Margaret  Smith,  and  Brother 
Robert  Smith 


Executive/Planning  Committee:  Sis- 
ters Lillie  Perry,  Gladys  Lister  and  Rosetta 
Williams;  Chairperson,  Co-Chairperson 
and  Secretary 

Field  Workers:  Sisters  Nora  Etheridge, 
Mildred  Hunt,  Rosetta  Williams  and  WiUie 
M.  White 

Instructor:  Sister  Mary  E.  Sharpe 

Musician;  Sister  Olga  Etheridge 

The  Installation  Prayer  was  given  by 
Pastor  Sizemore. 

The  youth  department  of  Union  Chapel 
sang  two  selections  and  gave  a  presenta- 
tion "Silent  Night." 

The  meeting  was  closed  out  by  Minis- 
ter Judy  Sizemore,  First  Lady  of  Union 
Chapel,  with  words  of  encouragement  and 
a  solo. 

Benediction  and  Blessing  of  the  food 
was  by  Pastor  Sizemore. 

The  group  exchanged  Christmas  cards, 
which  was  followed  by  a  Christmas  lun- 
cheon. 


LAYMEN'S  LEAGUE  NEWS 


Start  The  New  Year  With  Hope  and  Prayer 


By  Romas  L.  Hales 

It  is  with  prayer  and  hope  that  you  have 
settled  into  the  New  Year  without  obstacles 
and  problems.  It  is  also  with  hope  and 
prayer  that  you  have  made  your  plans  and 
program  for  the  New  Year  and  that  they 
include  attending  and  participating  in  all 
State  Laymen  activities. 

Perhaps  you  have  given  it  some 
thought  and  have  asked  the  question,  "What 
Does  God  Want  Me  To  Do  In  2002?"  Here 
are  a  few  things  that  God  may  want  you  to 
do  in  2002. 

Pray  and  read  your  Bible  daily.  Have 


at  least  a  twenty  minute  devotional  time 
every  day  to  grow  in  Christian  maturity. 
Reach  out  to  unchurched  and  unsaved 
people.  Share  your  faith  and  bring  a  new 
person  into  the  fellowship  this  year. 

Give  10%  (the  tithe)  to  the  Lord.  Give 
10%  more  financially  to  the  Lord  in  2002 
than  you  gave  last  year.  Give  the  Lord  more 
of  your  time  and  service. 

Worship  every  week  and  share  in  the 
Holy  Communion  when  it  is  served. 

Commit  yourself  to  specific  areas  of 
service  in  the  church  and  participate  in  Sun- 
day School,  Laymen's  League,  Bible  Study 


Laymen's  League 
2002  Calendar  of  Events 


March  9,  2002      10  a.m.  Laymen's  League  Study  Commission  Meeting 

First  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 
April  12,  2002     7  p.m.  Laymen's  Mid  Annual  Banquet 

New  Prospect  Baptist  Church  Sherrill's  Ford,  NC 
April  13,  2002     8:30-9:30  a.m.  Registration 
9:30  a.m.  Session 

Laymen's  Mid  Aimual  One  Day  Session 

New  Prospect  Baptist  Church  Sherrill's  Ford,  NC 
May  18,  2002       10  a.m.  Laymen  Mini-Skills  Exhibit 

J.J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly  Laurel  HiU,  NC 
June  8,  2002        10  a.m.  Laymen's  Study  Commission  Meeting 

Genesis  Baptist  Church  Greensboro,  NC 
July  10-11,  2002  First  Retreat  Laymen  and  Boys  Summer  Retreat 

J.J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly  Laurel  Hill,  NC 
July  12-13,  2002  Second  Retreat  J.J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly 

Laurel  Hill,  NC 

July  15-16,  2002  Laymen  Annual  Session  Martin  Street  Baptist  Church 

Raleigh,  NC 

Aug.  23-25,  2002  Laymen  Scouting  Camporee 

J.J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly  Laurel  Hill,  NC 

Sept.  14,  2002      10  a.m.  Laymen's  Men  Retreat 

J.J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly  Laurel  Hill,  NC 

Dec.  14,  2002       10  a.m.  Laymen's  Study  Commission  Meeting 

Jones  Chapel  Baptist  Church  Laurinburg,  NC 


and  other  activities  of  the  church.  This  is  a 
portion  of  your  reasonable  service  to  God. 

Foster  a  team  spirit.  Work  together 
enthusiastically,  join  or  organize  a 
Laymen's  League  and  enjoy  the  fellowship. 

Do  not  conform  to  divisive  worldly 
patterns,  such  as  jealousy,  envy,  ill  wiU, 
negativism,  or  anything  else  that  may  dis- 
rupt or  hinder  your  work  for  Jesus  Christ. 

Pray  for  and  support  the  State 
Laymen's  League  and  strive  hard  to  attend 
all  of  the  Calendar  of  Events. 

You  will  be  receiving  information  on 
all  of  the  Laymen  activities  prior  to  their 
meeting  times.  Please  schedule  your  local 
programs  so  they  will  not  conflict  with  the 


Romas  Hales 
Laymen's  League  Coordinator 

state  Laymen  dates.  We  need  you  atten- 
dance and  support. 

May  God  continue  to  bless  you. 
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2002  ELECTION  NEWS 


Gilchrist  Announces  Candidacy 
For  Vice  President  at  Large 


Rev.  Jimmy  L.  Gilchrist  officially 
amiounced  his  candidacy  for  the  posi- 
tion of  Vice  President  at  Large  of  the 
General  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
North  Carolina,  Incorporated  for  the 
2002  election. 

Rev.  Gilchrist  is  a  native  of 
Fairmont,  North  Carolina,  and  presently 
residing  in  Lumberton,  North  Carolina. 
He  graduated  from  the  former 
Rosenwall  High  School  in  1964,  Shaw 
University  in  1968,  and  Shaw  Divinity 
in  1981.  Rev.  Gilchrist  accepted  the 
awesome  responsibility  as  pastor  of  St. 
John  Baptist  Church  in  March  1979  at 
the  age^f  32.  For  the  past  23  years,  he 
has  led  St.  John  in  promoting  the  Chris- 
tian growth  to  a  higher  degree. 

Before  coming  to  St.  John  Baptist 
Church,  Rev.  Gilchrist  pastored  the 
Pleasant  Grove  Baptist  Church  in  St. 
Pauls,  North  Carolina  and  Antioch  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Proctorville,  North  Caro- 


lina. 

Membership  are  as  follow:  First 
Baptist  Church  in  Fairmont,  North 
Carolina,  NAACP,  North  Carolina 
Court  Counselor  Retiree  Association, 
and  Golden  Leaf  Lodge  #124. 

Past  experiences  are  as  follows:  Vice 
Moderator  of  the  Pee  Dee  Association, 
served  as  chairman  of  the  Political  Ac- 
tion for  Robeson  County  Black  Caucus, 
President  of  the  Ministerial  Board  of  the 
Lumber  River  Baptist  Association, 
elected  in  1986  as  Historian  for  the  Gen- 
eral Baptist  State  Convention,  and 
served  as  the  Chairman  of  Robeson 
County  Board  of  Elections. 

Rev.  Gilchrist  retired  from  the  16th 
B  Juvenile  Justice  Division  as  a  court 
counselor  on  June  1999  after  thirty  (30) 
years  of  service. 

He  is  the  editor  and  publisher  of  The 
Tri-County  Times  newspaper.  President 
of  the  Robeson  County  Black  Caucus 


and  Moderator  of  the  Pee  Dee  Mission- 
ary Baptist  Association. 

Rev.  Gilchrist  feels  that  the  time  has 
come  for  new  leadership  in  the  conven- 
tion to  represent  all  churches,  pastors, 
preachers  and  members. 

My  Goals  and  Objectives: 

•  To  continue  to  support  the  Unified 
Plan,  State  Missions,  Foreign 
Missions,  Shaw  University,  Shaw 
Divinity  School  and  the  Central 
Orphanage. 

•  To  promote  the  evangelistic  services 
that  those  who  are  lost  might  be 
saved. 

•  To  promote  an  economic  stability. 
Our  communities  are  economically 
declining  and  we  need  to  be  concemed 
with  economic  development 

•  To  promote  a  Credit  Union,  we  need 
to  control  some  of  our  money  and 
low  interest  loans  to  our  people. 

•  Our  convention  has  been  talking 


Rev.  Jimmy  L.  Gilchrist 


about  building  a  new  Headquarters 
for  years,  now  is  the  time  to  erect  a 
new  Headquarters  for  the  Baptists  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina. 
Rev.  Gilchrist  is  married  to  Carolyn 

G.  GUchrist.  They  are  the  proud  parents 

of  one  daughter,  Miranda. 


Parker  Seeks  First  Vice 
President's  Position 


Dr.  Howard  W.  Parker  Jr.,  who  cur- 
rently serves  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina  as  the  Sec- 
ond Vice  President,  is  formally  announcr 
ing  his  candidacy  to  become  the  First  Vice 
President  of  GBSC  in  the  upcoming  elec- 
tion which  will  be  held  in  Fayetteville  in 
October  2002. 

Parker  began  serving  in  presidential 
positions  during  the  administration  of  Dr. 
Clifford  A.  Jones  Sr.,  as  Fourth  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  as  Third  Vice  President  and  Sec- 
ond Vice  President  in  the  administration 
ofDr.  John  D.  Fuller  Sr. 

As  Fourth  Vice  President,  Parker  rep- 
resented the  GBSC  at  the  Central 
Children's  Home  in  Oxford  where  Mr. 
Michael  Alston  serves  as  the  Executive 
Director.  Parker  is  currently  a  member  of 


the  General  Baptist  Board  of  the  Central 
Children's  Home  which  serves  children 
throughout  North  Carolina  in  a  loving, 
safe  and  spiritual  manner  —  addressing 
all  issues  in  conjunction  with  the  needs  of 
children. 

As  Third  Vice  President,  Parker 
worked  with  Dr.  Talbert  O.  Shaw,  Presi- 
dent of  Shaw  University,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Young,  who  was  President  at  that  time  of 
the  Congress  of  Christian  Education  of 
GBSC,  and  members  of  the  GBSC  Lay- 
men League  to  began  developing  a  writ- 
ten study  guide  for  churches  of  the  GBSC 
which  was  to  cover  a  number  of  topics 
for  Higher  Education  and  for  Christian 
Education. 

As  Second  Vice  President,  Parker  has 
worked  with  Dr.  David  Emmanuel 


Goatley,  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  of 
Lott  Carey  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Con- 
vention and  his  staff  to  report  to  the  GBSC 
news,  activities  and  the  engagements  from 
the  Lott  Carey  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Convention  through  the  Baptist  Informer. 

As  First  Vice  President,  Parker  will  be 
responsible  for  keeping  before  the  GBSC 
the  needs  of  State  (Home)  Missions.  State 
Missions  for  the  GBSC  covers  items  such 
as  Evangelism,  Church  Mission,  Church 
Extension  and  Building,  Institutional  Min- 
istries, Support  and  Interpretation  and  In- 
terracial Cooperation. 

Before  Dr.  Parker  served  in  the  presi- 
dential positions  of  the  GBSC,  he  worked 
with  the  Health  Committee,  the  Baptist 
Foundation,  served  as  Exhibit  Chairman 
and  as  a  member  of  the  General  Board  of 


Dr.  Howard  W.  Parker  Jr. 

the  GBSC. 

For  the  last  twenty  years,  Parker  has 
served  as  Pastor  of  Sycamore  Hill  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church  in  Greenville.  He 
is  married  to  the  former  R.  LaVerna 
Grantham  of  Goldsboro  and  they  have  two 
children,  Kelly  Madison  and  Andrea 
Rochelle. 

I  ask  for  your  prayers  and  for  your 
vote  as  I  seek  to  fulfill  this  position. 


A  Celebration  of  Home  Going  For  Mrs.  Edith  I.  Reynolds 


Edith  I.  Wilson  Reynolds,  90,  a  life  long 
resident  of  Asheville  died  Friday,  Dec.  7, 
2001,  at  Mission  St.  Joseph's  Hospital.  She 
was  bom  Feb.  19, 1911,  and  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  WilUe  and  Maggie  WilUams 
Wilson.  The  Rev.  Spencer  Hardaway  offi- 
ciated. Interment  was  in  Rock  Hill  Cem- 
etery. Dr.  CUfford  Jones  was  in  charge  of 
the  eulogy. 

Mrs.  Reynolds  was  a  faithfully  commit- 
ted member  of  Rock  Hill  Baptist  Church 
where  she  was  actively  involved  with  the 
Sunday  and  Deaconess  Auxiliary.  She  was 
a  charter  member  of  the  local  Deaconess 


Council. 

Those  left  to  cherish  her  memory  in- 
clude four  daughters,  Betty  Jean  Fortune, 
Mary  Virginia  Carwell  (Hosie),  and  Doris 
Reynolds  of  Asheville,  and  C.  Brenda  Jones 
(Clifford)  of  Charlotte;  two  sons,  Hubert 
Reynolds  (Elizabeth)  of  Atlantic  Beach, 
Fla.,  and  James  Thomas  Reynolds  (Faye) 
of  Asheville;  a  sister,  Minnie  Murphy  of 
Morganton;  three  sisters-in-law,  Almeta 
Wilson,  Cordelia  Wilson  and  Lily  Wil- 
son; 18  grandchildren;  and  18  great- 
grandchildren; nieces,  and  other  relatives 
and  friends.  . 


A  Journey  Into  Glory 

Life  isn 't  a  destination;  it 's  a  journey.  God  is  in  control  of  every  part  of  that  journey 
into  glory.  On  her  journey,  Edith  walked  arm  in  arm  with  God.  He  never  let  her  go. 

God  has  escorted  Edith  into  glory.  She  now  exist  in  a  new  place,  a  new  time  and  a 
new  reality.  Her  peace  will  be  never  ending.  Her  joy  will  be  overflowing.  Her  heart 
will  be  forever  rejoicing. 

Now  unto  Him  who  is  able  to  keep  you  from  falling  and  to  present  you  faultless 
before  the  presence  of  His  glory  with  exceeding  joy.  To  the  only  wise  God  our  Sav- 
ior, be  glory  and  majesty,  dominion  and  power,  both  now  and  forever  Jude  24,  25 

Submitted  by  Shavonne  Darity 


Love  Commandment 

Jesus  says,  loving  God  more  than  any- 
one else  will  lead  us  to  do  what  is  right.  If 
we  love  God,  we  do  not  want  to  hurt  God. 
Sin  hurts  God  because  He  knows  it  hurts 
us.  Loving  God  with  all  our  heart,  soul  and 
mind  helps  us  to  say  "no"  to  sin.  It  helps  us 
to  do  what  is  right  because  we  love  Him. 
We  worship  Him  and  sing  praises  to  Him 
because  He  is  God  and  He  loved  us  first. 
God's  greatest  commandment  tells  us  to 
love  Him  with  all  our  heart,  soul,  and  mind. 
Obeying  this  commandment  makes  it  easier 
to  obey  all  the  rest  of  the  Ten  Command- 
ments He  gave  us  in  the  Old  Testament. 
Love  through  the  eyes  of  children: 
I  think  love  is  some  people  you  love. 
And  I  think  love  is  when  you  love  some- 
body so  much. 

And  I  think  love  is  when  a  grownup  loves 
you  like  a  child. 
Maiya  Brown,  age  6 

Love  is  sharing. 
Love  is  hugging. 
Love  is  happiness. 
Love  is  thanking  God. 
Love  is  praising  the  Lord. 
Love  makes  evil  do  good. 
Joshua  Hill,  age  7 

Love 

The  greatest  gift  of  love  is  Jesus. 

We  should  love  our  neighbors  as  we  love 

ourselves. 

We  love  when  we  give  of  ourselves. 
Love  thy  enemies. 
Shelsea  Goodman,  age  6 

Love 

I  have  the  power  to  move  mountains.  I  give 
everything  to  the  poor.  I  surrender  my  body 
to  the  burning  flame,  but  I  have  not  love  so 
I  am  an  impostor.  Love  is  kindness,  pa- 
tience, helpful,  forgiving  and  always  being 


Delores  Griffey 


the  best  person  you  can  be.  Always  show 
love. 

A.J.  Hill,  age  9 
Love 

Love  is  when  you  care  for  someone  until 
you  can't  anymore.  You  would  sacrifice 
things  to  be  better  in  their  life.  If  we  didn't 
love  one  another  there  would  be  no  reason 
to  live.  If  there  was  no  love,  God  would 
not  have  sent  His  Son  down  on  earth  to  die 
for  us.  Everyday  you  say  you  love  some- 
one makes  you  a  better  person.  What  is  love 
without  each  other? 
LaShaunda  Pratt,  age  12 

Love  is  when  you  love  your  mommy  and 
daddy  so  much  they  can't  hardly  move 
without  you.  - 
Erica  Pratt 

A  person  who  loves  is  patient  and  kind. 
He  isn't  jealous  and  doesn't  brag. 
A  person  who  loves  is  not  rude  or  selfish. 
He  does  not  become  angry  easily  or  remem- 
ber when  someone  is  mean  to  you. 
Love  is  not  happy  with  bad,  but  is  happy 
with  good. 

Napoleon  Holmes,  age  12 

Love  is  the  greatest  gift  of  aU  because  Jesus 
died  for  us. 

Brandon  Holmes,  age  6 
Father  God, 

I  love  you  with  all  my  heart.  I  want  my  soul 
(feelings)  and  mind  (thoughts)  love  You  no 
matter  what  happens  in  my  life.  Help  me 
to  love  you  first,  others  second  and  myself 
last! 

In  Jesus  Name, 
Amen 

Tiara  Pratt,  age  9 


The  Love  of  God  can  make  your  world  go  'round! 


THE  HANDBOOK/or  Pastor's  and  Minister's  Wives  By  A.P  Wyfe 

Thought  provoking  Biblically  based 
Dedicated  to  the  ministry  of  being  a  "Help  meet"  Gen.  2: 1 8 

Written  by  a  pastor's  wife  for  pastor's  and  ministers'  wives 
OVER  950  SCRIPTURE  REFERENCES! 

$14.95  check  or  MO  (postpaid)  to: 
The  KR  Company 
now.  9th  St.,  Box  321,  Wihnington,  DE  19801 
Send  for  yours  Today!  •  Allow  4  weeks  for  delivery 


Church  needs  have  changed! 

CHURCH  BUS  FOR  SALE!!!! 

Excellent  Condition- 1991  Chevy  350  Engine,  23  passengers,  new  tires 
&  transmission  &  less  than  13,000  miles 

Contact  Brother  Alexander  Hayes  at  (336)  498-3197  for  further 
information  after  6  p.m.  or  leave  a  message. 


Submitted  by 
Dr.  H.C.  Miller 
Chairman  of  Evangelism 

Getting  Ready 
To  Get  Ready 


Greetings  to  the  Great  General  Baptist 
State  Convention. 

Once  again  God  has  looked  beyond  our 
faults  and  blessed  us  with  our  needs.  As 
Chairman  of  our  State  Evangelism  work, 
let  me  sound  the  trumpet  that  the  time  has 
approached  for  each  of  us  to  "Get  ready  to 
get  ready"  for  Conference  2002. 

This  year  our  Armual  Conference  will 
take  place  on  the  dates  April  15-18,  2002, 
in  the  capital  city  of  Raleigh,  North  Caro- 
lina. As  these  dates  approach  I  ask  the  Con- 


Dr.  H.C.  Miller 

vention  family  to  be  prayerful  for  our  up- 
coming Conference. 

We  are  asking  God  to  manifest  His 
presence  during  this  week  in  the  areas  of 
Salvation  and  Redemption.  Stay  tuned  as 
we  will  keep  you  informed  via  this  medium 
with  Conference  details. 

Thank  you  for  the  privilege  of  serving 
in  this  awesome  capacity  and  please  con- 
tinue with  your  faithful  support  and  prayers. 


To  the  churches  in  the  General  Baptist  fam- 
ily: 

"Grace  and  peace  to  you  from  God  our 
Father  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  gave 
Himself  for  our  sins  to  rescue  us  from  the 
present  evil  age,  according  to  the  will  of 
our  God  and  Father,  to  whom  be  glory  for 
ever  and  ever.  Amen."  {Galatians  1:3-5, 
NIV} 

The  New  Year  is  now  in  full  swing  as 
time  marches  on.  For  some  of  us,  it  is  back 
to  "business  as  usual."  For  others,  the  New 
Year  has  provided  the  opportunity  for  new 
commitments,  new  goals,  new  objectives, 
and  new  challenges.  My  prayer  is  that  we 
face  these  new  opportunities  with  renewed 
energy,  enthusiasm,  and  enlightenment. 
Along  with  these  opportunities  should 
come  the  joy  of  serving  as  a  Uving  witness 
for  the  Lord  through  total  stewardship 
{Time,  Talent,  Treasure,  and  Temple  [the 
body]}. 

Note  what  Jesus  declares  in  John 
14:12:  "...anyone  who  has  faith  in  me  will 
do  what  I  have  been  doing.  (You)  will  do 
greater  things  than  these,  because  I  am  go- 
ing to  the  Father"  {NIV}.  Jesus  actually 
declares  that  the  believer  will  do  "greater 
things... greater  works!"  Greater  than  what 
Jesus  did?  Greater  works  than  Jesus  who 
healed  the  sick,  fed  the  thousands,  raised 
the  dead,  and  taught  the  masses?  Greater 
works  than  Jesus  who  h^d  compassion  for 
the  left  out,  the  kept  out,  and  the  put  out? 
Greater  works  than  Jesus  who  loved  the 
children?  Yes. ..Yes. ..Yes. ..and  YES! 
GREATER  WORKS!  Jesus  said  so! 

Are  we  ready  to  join  our  faith,  pool 
our  resources,  combine  our  efforts,  lift  our 
prayers,  inspire  our  contacts,  fulfill  our 
stewardship,  walk  worthy  of  our  calling? 


Rev.  Nilous  M.  Avery  U,  M.Div. 

God  performs  these  great  works.  Yet,  God 
works  through  us.  God  blesses  us  with  the 
means  to  get  the  work  of  the  kingdom  done. 
There  is  much  "kingdom  work"  to  be  done 
at  our  Central  Children's  Home.  Are  we 
ready  to  glorify  God  by  edifying  others? 

If  so,  please  get  on  board  with  your 
gifts  of  stewardship  (Time,  Talent,  Treasure, 
and  Temple).  Mr.  Michael  Alston  and  the 
"Home"  staff  are  ready  and  willing  to  share  with 
you  the  joys  and  challenges  of  this  fiaiitfiil  min- 
istry. All  it  takes  is  your  response  to  the  call.  Let 
us  endeavor  to  bless  the  children  with  our  will- 
ingness to  serve.  Take  a  few  moments  right  now 
to  contact  the  Central  Children's  Home  or  feel 
free  to  contact  me  at:  (704)  637-0954  (church); 
(704)  637-1137  (fax);  or  E-mail 
AveryRevKin@aol.com 

Remember  that  GOD  WANTS  YOU 
IN  2002 !  Let  us  strive  to  serve  with  A  PAS- 
SION FOR  GOD  &  COMPASSION  FOR 
PEOPLE!  "May  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  the  love  of  God,  and  the  fel- 
lowship of  the  Holy  Spirit  be  with  you  all" 
{2  Corinthians  13:14,  NIV}. 


Support  the  GBSC  events! 
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UPDATE:  ADOPTION  AND  FOSTER  CARE 


Introducing  Angie  and  Jasper... 

Both  Angie  and  Jasper  are  intel- 
ligent, artistic  and  creative  children. 
They  are  both  nice  looking  kids  and 
they  are  good  at  whatever  they  at- 
tempt to  do.  They  also  enjoy  attend- 
ing church  and  participating  in 
church  related  activities. 

A  Closer  Look  at  Angie... 

Angie  loves  to  listen  to  music, 
dance  and  sing.  She  loyes  to  be  cur- 
rent with  fashion  trends  and  takes 
care  of  herself  and  her  hygiene  with 
great  care.  Angie  is  a  friendly,  out- 
going girl  who  loves  social  activi- 
ties. She  has  a  great  smile  and  never 
has  difficulty  talking  with  new 
people.  She  is  charming,  affection- 
ate and  generally  cooperative.  Angie 
needs  to  work  on  controlling  some 
of  her  behaviors.  She  has  been 
diagnosed  with  several  behavior  dis- 
orders and  is  currently  in  a  treatment 
center  to  help  her  deal  with  them. 
Angle's  case  worker  at  the  center 
believes  it  would  be  very  beneficial 
and  positive  for  her  adoptive  parents 


to  undergo  the  attachment  and  bond- 
ing treatment  with  her  to  help  her 
develop  secure  and  healthy  attach- 
ments. Birthday:  August  14,  1988 

A  Closer  Look  at  Jasper... 

Jasper  is  an  easygoing  boy  who 
adapts  to  new  situations  easily  and 
quickly.  He  also  catches  on  to  new 


$1,000  BONUS!  BONUS!  BONUS! 

We  have  decided,  as  our  special  way  to  say  "Thank  You,"  to  provide  a  personal 
bonus  of  $1,000,  to  the  first  individual,  church  or  association  that  recruits  a  mini- 
mum of  20  potential  adoptive  and/or  foster  parents  each  month  for  the  next  five 
months  (August,  September,  October,  November  and  December  2001.)  or  a  total 
of  100  recruits  (verified).  Only  one  bonus  of  $1,000  will  be  given.  Persons  inter- 
ested in  competing  for  the  "bonus'  should  call,  write  or  e-mail  us! 

Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige  or  Dr.  Dorothy  A.  Demby-Paige, 
2610  Albemarle  Avenue,  Raleigh,  NC  27610;  919-231-9774; 
Fax  919-212-3656;  E-mail:  joepaigesr@aol.com 
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SHARE  THE  VISION  WITH  US!!  HELP  US  SPREAD  THE  WORD 

THE  GENERAL  BAPTIST  STATE  CONVENTION  OF 
NORTH  CAROLINA,  INC.  & 
THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  AFRICAN- AMERICAN  FAITH 
COMMUNITIES  UNITED  FOR  CHILDREN:  ADOPTION 
AND  FOSTER  CARE 
Making  A  Difference  in  the  Life  of  a  Child 
Finding  Adoptive  and  Foster  Care  Homes  for  African-American  Children 
The  North  Carolina  African- American  Faith  Communities  United  for  Children,  a 
partnership  with  North  Carolina  Division  of  Social  Services,  is  comprised  of  African- 
American  congregations  and  community  organizations  from  across  the  State,  NAY- 
KEL  and  the  North  Carolina  Association  of  Black  Social  Workers  committed  to  find- 
ing adoptive  and  foster  homes  for  African- American  children. 
Yes,  I'd  like  to  do  my  part ... 

Please  complete  and  return  to  Dr.  Joseph  Paige. 
I'd  like  someone  to  call  me. 

Please  send  me  information  about  adoption.  Please  send  me  information  about  foster  care. 
I'd  like  to  be  a  field  worker. 

□  I  am  interested  in  being  an  adoptive  parent.  □  pd      to  be  a  county  volunteer. 

□  I  am  interested  in  being  a  foster  care  parent. 

□  I'd  like  to  be  a  church  volunteer.     □  Other  (please  specify) 

Name  

Phone  Number  


Address 


things  quickly  and  follows  instruc- 
tions well.  Jaspei-  enjoys  playing 
sports,  video  games  and  educational 
games  and  activities.  He  is  a  likable 
and  outgoing  child  who  is  generally 
polite  and  considerate  of  others. 
People  often  comment  to  the  effect 
that  Jasper  is  a  neat  and  interesting 
little  boy  and  what  a  joy  he  can  be 
to  have  in  their  home.  Jasper  needs 
to  remember  that  not  all  children  are 
as  strong  as  he  is  and  that  he  can't 
always  play  as  rough  as  he  would 
like.  He  also  needs  to  learn  to  dis- 
cuss his  feelings,  rather  than  acting 
out.  Jasper  needs  to  work  on  always 
telling  the  truth  and  taking  respon- 
sibility when  he  doesn't.  Birthday: 
July  15,  1990 

A  Family  for  Angie  and  Jasper... 

Though  they  are  not  currently 
placed  together  because  of  their 
treatment,  Angie  and  Jasper  very 
much  want  a  permanent,  loving 
home  together.  With  structure,  con- 
sistency, guidance  and  patience 
from  aXamily  willing  to  commit  and 
be  involved  in  their  treatment,  both 
Angie  and  Jasper  would  have  the 
opportunity  to  lead  healthy  and 
happy  lives.  (NC  ^^8-0 11 )  (NC  #098- 
012)  For  more  information  on  these  chil- 
dren or  adoption,  in  general,  please  call 
the  NC  Kids  Toll  Free  Hotline  at  1-877- 
NCKIDS-1  (1-877-625^371). 


WANTED!! 

•ADOPTED  PARENT 

•  FOSTER  CARE  PARENT 

•  VOLUNTEER  ADOPTION 

AND  FOSTER  CARE 
ADVOCATES  URGENT! 
Please  contact: 
Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige  or 
Dr.  Dorothy  A.  Demby-Paige 
2610  Albemarle  Avenue,  Raleigh, 
NC  27610  •  919-231-9774;  Fax 
919-212-3656,-  or  e-mail: 
joepaigesr@aoI.com  or 
dottiedem  @  maxxconnect.net 


FOSTER  CARE 
&  ADOPTION 
NEWS 

We  urgently  seek  to  identify  per- 
sons interested  in  becoming 
Adoptive  and/or  Foster  Care 
Parents  in  each  of  the  100  coun- 
ties. There  is  an  urgency.  Every 
child  deserves  a  loving  and  car- 
ing home. 

Please  contact  at: 

Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige  or  Dr. 
Dorothy  A.  Demby-Paige 
2610  Albemarle  Avenue  27610 
919-231-9774  •  E-mail: 
j  oepaigesr  @  aol.com 


City 


State 


Zip 


County:  

Contact  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige  at  2610  Albemarle  Ave.,  Raleigh,  NC  27610, 
919-231-9774,  919-618-8343,  mobile  •  e-mail:  joepaigesr@aol.com 
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ADOPTION  AND  FOSTER  CARE 

Ministry  of  the  GBSC  State  &  Convention  of  N.C.,  Inc. 
By  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige,  Chairperson 

Greetings  and  Peace  on  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  would  like  to  request  your  active 
participation  and  support  of  the  North  Carolina  African- American  Faith  Communities 
United  for  Children:  Adoption  and  Foster  Care. 

This  Initiative  is  a  cooperative  partnership  between  the  General  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion and  Human  Services,  Division  of  Social  Services.  Ours  is  an  exciting  and  challeng- 
ing journey,  and  a  real  opportunity  to  make  a  serious  contribution  to  a  real  serious  cause 
afthis  time. 

The  African- American  Children's  Initiative  Adoption  and  Foster  Care,  as  a  coopera- 
tive church-based  effort  designed  to  help  identify  African- American  single  persons  and 
couples  who  are  interested  in  adoption  African- American  children  or  becoming  foster 
parents  to  African- American  children.  This  initiative  is  based  on  the  fact  that  every  child 
deserves  a  long,  nurturing  and  caring  home. 

At  the  present  time,  there  are  many  African- American  children  in  the  North  Carolina 
Foster  Care  System,  both  boys  and  girls,  who  are  currentiy  eligible  for  this  effort.  The 
goal  is  to  help  speed  up  the  adoption  process.  Hme  is  of  profound  essence.  There  is  also 
an  urgency  to  identify  potential  Foster  Care  parents. 

We  are  anxious  to  make  a  real  difference  within  the  next  few  months  and  we  can  do 
this  only  with  your  help.  Volunteers  wUl  receive  additional  guidance  from  us  on  market- 
ing strategies  in  your  respective  areas  just  as  soon  as  I  hear  from  you.  In  addition,  we  are 
in  the  process  of  soliciting  and  identifying  volunteers  to  work  with  us  throughout  the  state 
in  the  following  categories,  and  we  are  requesting  your  assistance. 

1.  County  Adoption/Foster  Care  Recruitment  Volimteer  Coordinators  (one  volunteer 
for  each  coimty). 

2.  Church  Adoption/Foster  Care  Recruitment  Volimteer  Coordinators  (one  per  church) 

3.  We  are  also  requesting  Adoption/Foster  Care  Recruitment  Volimteer  coordinators  to 
work  with  us  at  the  town,  city,  and  area  levels,  to  help  us  spread  the  world  that  aU  children 
need  and  deserve  a  loving  and  caring  home. 

If  you  agree  to  serve  as  a  volunteer  or  if  you  know  someone  who  is  wiUing  to  serve 
with  us,  write  me  today  and  mail  it  to  me  at  the  address  below: 
Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige,  Chairperson 
The  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministty 
PC  Box  24273,  Raleigh,  NC  27611-5273 

Please  don't  hesitate  to  call  me  if  you  have  any  questions  (919)  23 1-9774.  Or  you  can  e-mail 
me  at  JoePaigeSr@aol.com  or  you  can  also  e-mail  me  at  JoePaigeSr@aol.com 
I  look  forward  to  working  with  you. 
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UPDATE:  ADOPTION  AND  FOSTER  CARE 


By  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige  Sr.  & 
.  Dr.  Dorothy  A.  Demby  Paige 

Greetings  in  the  Blessed  Name  of  Our  Lord 
and  Savior  Jesus  Christ! 

I  am  pleased  to  share  the  GOOD 
NEWS  with  you  that  the  GBSC  Adoption 
and  Foster  Care  is  generally  respected,  na- 
tionally, by  the  various  faith  communities 
and  by  faith-based  and  conmiunity-based 
organizations,  as  a  national  demonstration 
model  and  leader  for  demonstrating  some 
of  the  good  things  that  can  be  done  by  faith- 
based  and  community-based  collaboration 
and  partnering  with  local,  state  and  federal 
agencies  in  efforts  to  correct  past  injustices, 
reduce  disparities,  and  promote  the  com- 
mon good  for  all. 

National,  regional  and  state  recognitions 
for  a  job  well  done  is  always  a  welcoming 
experience.  It  is  a  feel-good  experience  for 
all  of  us.  It  is  good  for  our  Convention.  It  is 
good  for  our  state.  It  is  indeed  rewarding 
that  agencies  and  organizations  are  now 
looking  to  us  for  guidance  as  they  develop 
now  the  recruitment  strategies  in  search  of 
potential  adoptive  and/or  foster  parents. 

The  calls  come  from  faith-based  and 
community-based  organizations  all  over  the 
state  —  Fayetteville,  Oxford,  Charlotte, 
Hickory,  Boone,  Asheboro,  Goldsboro,  etc., 
just  to  name  a  few  of  our  cities,  and  from 
all  over  the  nation.  South  Carolina,  New 
York,  Delaware,  Georgia,  Texas,  Peimsyl- 
vania,  California,  Illinois,  Alabama,  Michi- 
gan, Massachusetts,  etc.  —  again,  just  to 
name  a  few.  The  messages  of  the  callers  all 
relate,  with  very  few  exceptions.  The  call- 
ers have  all  heard  about  the  celebrated, 
much  talked  about,  faith-based  Adoption 
and  Foster  Care  Ministry  of  the  General 
Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina, 
Inc.  through  print  or  electronic  media,  word 
of  mouth,  or  at  a  recent  conference,  and  they 
want  more  information.  Plain  and  simple, 
and  to  the  point.  "We  are  excited  about  what 
we  hear  you  are  doing,"  is  a  typical  remark, 
"and  we  want  to  learn  more." 

"We  want  copies  of  some  of  your  re- 
ports and  handouts,"  the  caller  says,  add- 
ing that  "we're  thinking  about  initiating  a 
statewide  adoption  and  foster  care  initia- 
tive in  our  state  and  from  what  we  are  told, 
the  North  Carolina  model,  the  partnership 
between  the  General  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion of  North  Carolina,  Inc.,  and  the  Divi- 
sion of  Social  Services  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina Department  of  Health  and  Human  Ser- 
vices, is  one  of  the  best. 

We  get  out-of-state  calls  each  request- 
ing information.  "How  did  you  get 
started?,"  others  inquire.  "We  really  want 


to  visit  your  program,"  others  say. 

"And  you  were  operational  long  before 
President  George  W  Bush  estabhshed  the 
White  House  of  Office  of  Faith-Based  and 
Community-Based  Initiatives,"  others  said. 

Some  of  the  more  "gun-ho,"  truly  ex- 
citable adoption  and  foster  care  advocates 
have  even  suggested  that  maybe  the  suc- 
cess of  our  much-talked  about  faith-based 
initiative  in  North  Carolina,  especially 
among  faith  communities  at  the  state  and 
national  levels,  just  may  have  been  the  de- 
ciding factor  in  the  President's  decision  to 
push  the  faith  and  community-based  initia- 
tives, nationally,  reaching  beyond 
partnering  in  adoption  and  foster  care  to 
practically  all  areas  of  human  services 
needs. 

We  thank  God  and  we  PRAISE  Him 
for  His  Continuing  Goodness!  He  keeps 
on  BLESSING  US!  And  we  thank  God  for 
you  —  our  supporters  and  well  wishes,  our 
volunteers  and  partners,  who,  too,  believe 
as  we  do,  that  every  child  deserves  a  lov- 
ing, caring,  and  nurturing  home. 

And  so,  this  month,  Feb.  2002,  as  we 
enter  the  second  month  of  the  New  Year, 
we  want  to  again  say  "THANK  YOU,"  in 
a  very  special  way  to  our  partnering  faith 
communities  and  to  the  cooperating  faith- 
based  and  community-based  organizations 
from  around  the  state  for  your  continuing 
organizations  like  you  and  a  loving  and 
caring  God,  that  we  are  now  looked  upon 
and  generally  respected  as  the  national 
model  that  we  are. 

STATE  SUPPORT 

Governor  Easley  encourages  collabora- 
tion, partnering,  and  working  together  for 
the  mutual  good  of  our  state.  The  Gover- 
nor, calling  "Adoption.. .an  important  op- 
tion for  families  in  N.C.,  has  encouraged 
the  county  Department  of  Social  Services 
private  adoption  agencies,  the  faith  com- 
munities and  advocacy  groups  to  collabo- 
rate and  partner  in  an  effort  to  achieve  per- 
manent adoption  families,  and  to  honor  the 
faimlies  who  have  adopted.  The  Governor's 
is  a  champion  advocate  for  children,  and 
his  advocacy  makes  it  easier  for  all  of  us 
—  the  adoption  advocacy  field  soldiers. 

SECRETARY  HOOKER-BUELL 

Secretary  Carmen  Hooker  Buell  is  one 
of  the  better  known  and  most  respected 
among  Governor  Easley's  cabinet,  and  is 
well  loved  by  all  —  beyond  race-and 
ethnicity,  and  by  the  faith  communities  and 
community  leaders,  statewide.  And,  as  we 
have  stated  in  earUer  articles,  the  Secretary 
is  always  a  hit  with  audiences  around  the 
state  —  somebody  special,  somebody  en- 


couraging and  good  to  be  around. 

As  one  of  our  volunteers  stated  recently, 
"...bonding  with  the  Secretary  seems  to  be 
so  easy  and  natural,"  adding  that  "I  agree 
with  you,  she  is  so  personable,  so  knowl- 
edgeable, and  so  dedicated  —  good  to  be 
around." 

Some  of  our  volunteers  refer  to  her  as 
"our  Carmen  —  easy  to  relate  to,  easy  to 
be  around,  a  great  credit  to  our  state." 

Our  state,  like  the  rest  of  the  nation  ob- 
served Adoption  Awareness  Month  in  No- 
vember. Yet,  some  three  months  later,  adop- 
tion advocates  are  still  quoting  the 
Secretary's  remarks  made  at  our  GALA 
KICK-OFF  on  the  State  Capitol  grounds. 

In  her  remarks,  as  we  reported  earlier, 
the  Secretary  outlined  the  needs  for  more 
and  faster  placement  of  children  with  adop- 
tive parents,  and  challenged  all  to  join  the 
campaign  to  help  find  loving,  caring  and 
nurturing  adoptive  homes. 

They  are  still  excited  about  her  presence 
and  the  fact  that  she  remained  with  us 
throughout  the  program  and  lunch,  even 
with  her  busy  scheduled. 

They  are  still  talking  about  how  she 
"chatted  and  mingled  and  thanked  advo- 
cates while  encouraging  them  to  do  more 
for  the  children,  and  to  encourage  others  to 
open  up  their  homes  as  well  as  their  hearts 
as  we  strive  to  make  a  difference  for  chil- 
dren in  North  CaroUna."  And  so  again,  we 
offer  a  special  thank  you  to  Secretary 
Hooker  Buell,  "who  has  a  special  unique 
knack  for  fitting  in  and  for  always  being  at 
home  with  other  North  Carolinians,  wher- 
ever she  is  or  may  be." 

BACKGROUND 

In  October,  1998,  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Inc., 
an  association  of  historically,  African- 
American  Missionary  Baptist  Churches, 
entered  into  discussions  with  the  North 
Carolina  Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services,  Division  of  Social  Services, 
Children's  Services  Section,  to  explore  both 
the  desirabUity  and  the  feasibility  of  enter- 
ing into  a  collaborative,  supporting  partner- 
ship for  the  express  purpose  of  identifying 
African-American  singles  and  couples, 
statewide,  who  may  be  interested  in  becom- 
ing foster  parents  and/or  adoptive  parents 
of  children  already  in  the  North  Carolina 
Foster  Care  System.  The  goal  was  to  de- 
crease disparities  based  on  race  in  adop- 
tion and  foster  care  practice  among  Afri- 
can-Americans. 

This  unique  initiative  was  the  brain- 
child, so  to  speak,  of  Rev.  Gwen  Horton, 
Director  of  Automation  and  the  Adoption 
and  Foster  Care  Unit  of  the  Children's  Ser- 
vices Section.  Participants  in  the  initial 
meetings  and  early  planning,  in  addition  to 
Rev.  Horton,  were  Chuck  Harris,  Director 
of  the  Children's  Services  Section  and 
Kevin  Fitzgerald,  Director  of  the  North 
Carolina  Division  of  Social  Services.  Dr. 
Clifford  Jones,  at  the  time.  President, 
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GBSC,  and  Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr.,  Ex- 
ecutive Secretary-Treasurer,  GBSC,  repre- 
sented the  General  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion of  North  Carolina,  Inc.,  Dr.  Joseph  C. 
Paige  Sr.,  former  President,  Executive  Vice 
President,  Dean,  Provost,  and  Tenured  Pro- 
fessor, Shaw  Divinity  School,  and  a  long- 
time social  political  and  reUgious  activist, 
was  invited  by  Dr.  Logan  and  Dr.  Jones  to 
join  the  discussion.  Dr.  Paige  was  also 
President  of  the  Franklin  County  Friends 
of  Black  Children,  a  county- wide  adoption 
advocacy  group. 

It  became  evident  early  in  the  discus- 
sions that  all  signals  were  "go."  Kevin 
Fitzgerald  and  Chuck  Harris  were  in  agree- 
ment with  Gwen  Horton  and  Doctor's 
Jones,  Logan  and  Paige  that  the  idea  of  a 
faith-based,  community-based  partnership 
was  "on  time,"  that  it  was  needed,  and  that 
when  operational,  the  initiative  would 
emerge  as  a  major  positive  and  equalizer 
in  the  state  of  North  CaroUna  in  the  advo- 
cacy of  adoption  and  foster  parenting 
among  African- American. 

As  a  result  of  our  meetings,  the  GBSC 
Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry  was 
established,  with  statewide  Advisory  Com- 
mittee named  to  help  us  get  underway.  I 
was  named  Co-Chairperson  of  the  Minis- 
try, with  my  wife,  Dr.  Dorothy  A.  Demby- 
Paige,  as  well  as  Chairperson  of  the  Advi- 
sory Committee. 
A.  Phase  I: 

During  the  first  phase  of  the  INITIA- 
TTVE,  the  North  Carolina  African- Ameri- 
can Children's  Initiative  —  Adoption  and 
Foster  Care,  PHASE  I,  January  1,  1999  to 
June  30,  1999,  the  mandate  required  the 
design  and  implementation  of  information, 
education  and  recruitment  strategies,  state- 
wide, including  administration  and  coordi- 
nator, utilizing  the  vast  networking  re- 
sources of  the  General  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention of  North  Carolina,  in  association 
with  BRIDGES,  Inc.,  a  strategic  commu- 
nity partner  in  this  creative  initiative. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


WEALTH  CREATION  FINANCIAL  FREEDOM 
INTRODUCING  THE  HOTTEST  AND  FASTEST  GROWING 
HOME-BASED  BUSINESS  IN  AMERICA  TODAY  A  NEW  WEALTH 
CREATION  OPPORTUNITY 
EARN  $50  TO  $9K  AT  HOME,  PT/FT  (PART  TIME/FULL  TIME) 
BE  YOUR  OWN  BOSS!!!  SET  YOUR  OWN  INCOME!!! 
IT'S  SIMPLE!!  IT'S  SMART!!  IT'S  THE  RIGHT  TIME!! 
FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  ABOUT  PERSONAL 
WEALTH  CREATION  AND  FINANCIAL  FREEDOM 

PLEASE  CONTACT  US  TODAY 
Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige,  Wealth  Creation  Consultant 
Dr.  Dorothy  A.  Demby-Paige,  Wealth  Creation  Consultant 
Executive  Directors  and  Co-Founders 
1-800-358-0067  (PIN#  5832) 
Phone/Fax  (919)  231-9774 
E-Mail:  jpaige@inaxxrep.com  or  dottiedem@niaxxconnect.net 

Make  a  decision  to  change  your  life  NOW! 
PLEASE  CONTACT  US.  WE  WILL  RETURN  YOUR  CALL! 


SPECIAL  ANNOUNCEMENT 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige^ 
passed  from  labor  to  rest  J  an.  19 y 
2002.  He  was  funeralized  Jan.  23 j 
2002y  in  Raleigh.  N.C.  More  infor- 
mation in  next  month^s  Informer. 
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MORE  ADOPTION  AND  FOSTER  CARE 


B.  PHASE  II  AND  CONTINUING 
PHASES 

Phase  11,  continuing  PHASE,  hopefully, 
extending  for  5-10  years  or  indefinitely 
beginning  July  1, 1999,  included  an  expan- 
sion of  our  efforts  among  General  Baptists 
and  the  development  and  testing  of  new 
strategies  and  the  development  of  a  coop- 
erative interphase  with  other  faith  commu- 
nities (religious  denominations)  in  the  state 
of  North  Carolina,  patterned  after  the 
GBSC  model  and  tested  during  Phase  I. 
Hence  the  birth  of  the  North  Carolina  Afri- 
can-American Faith  Communities  United 
For  Children:  Adoption  and  Foster  Care.  I 
have  served  as  Executive  Director,  since  the 
founding. 

THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  AFRICAN- 
AMERICAN  FAITH  COMMUNITIES 
UNITED  FOR  CHILDREN:  ADOP- 
TION AND  FOSTER  CARE 
BRIDGING  THE  GAP  TO  PERMA- 
NENCY 

1.  The  North  African- American  Faith 
Communities  United  For  Children:  Adop- 
tion and  Foster  Care,  is  a  voluntary  coali- 
tion of  clergy  and  laity  representing  Afri- 
can-American faith  conmiunities,  coiimiu- 
nity  organizations  and  other  interested  per- 
sons and  groups  within  predominately  Af- 
rican-American conununities,  united  to 
help  bridge  the  gaps  to  permanency  in  the 
placement  of  African- American  children  in 
African-American  homes  headed  by  single 
African-American  and/or  couples.  Opera- 
tionally, the  coalition  is  a  collaborative 
united  assault  on  the  various  barriers  which 
seem  to  contribute  to  the  disproportionate 
adoption  rate  among  African-Americans 
when  compared  with  Caucasians  and  other 
racial  groups  in  North  Carolina  and  in  the 
United  States,  generally. 

2.  The  organizational  mandates  are 
broad,  and  long-range,  consisting  mainly 
of  advocacy,  recruitment  and  referrals  and 
related  services. 

THE  GBSC  ADOPTION  AND  FOS- 
TER CARE  MANDATE 
The  mandate  of  the  GBSC  Adoption  and 
Foster  Care  Ministry  is  two-fold: 

1.  To  identify  African- American  singles 
and  couples  who  are  interested  in  becom- 
ing adoptive  and/or  foster  parents  for  Afri- 
can-American Children  already  in  the  Fos- 
ter Care  System  of  the  North  Carolina  Di- 
vision of  Social  Services  (NC-DSS). 

2.  To  advocate,  motivate  and  stimulate 
interest  among  African- American  singles 
and  couples  of  the  various  faith  communi- 
ties in  becoming  adoptive  and/or  foster  par- 
ents for  African- American  children  already 
in  the  Foster  Care  System  of  the  North 
Carolina  Division  of  Social  Services. 

EVERY  MONTH  FOR  US  IS... 

For  all  of  us  at  GBSC  Adoption  and 
Foster  Care  Ministry,  every  month  is  adop- 
tion awareness  month.  For  us,  every 
month  is  foster  care  awareness  month.  To 
us,  our  staff  and  volunteers,  every  month 
is  one  of  celebration  and  praise,  a  time 
to  take  a  serious  look  at  the  plight  of  our 
children  —  those  in  the  North  Carolina 
Foster  Care  System,  and  children  in  need 
of  families  and  homes,  nationwide.  Every 
month,  we  make  a  special  resolve  not 
only  to  recruit  volunteers  and  referrals, 
but  also  to  join  with  others  in  helping  to 


make  a  positive  diflTerence  in  their  lives. 
THE  EVERY  CHURCH  ADOPT  ONE 
PROJECT 

THE  EVERY  CHURCH  ADOPT  ONE 
initiative,  influenced  after  the  successful 
Virginia  pioneering  effort,  continues  to  gain 
broad  support  statewide,  among  the  vari- 
ous faith  communities,  and  again,  we  give 
God  the  glory  and  the  praise.  We  wUl  con- 
tinue to  push  this  initiative,  statewide. 

We  are  grossly  encouraged  and  buoyed 
by  the  expressions  of  support  by  collabo- 
rating faith  communities  across  denomina- 
tional lines,  and  by  community  organiza- 
tions. 

EVERY  CHURCH  ADOPT  ONE  is  a 
highly  successful  interfaith  initiative,  and 
we  strongly  encourage  all  churches  to  join 
us  in  this  special  challenge  and  opportu- 
nity. Join  the  growing  number  of  churches 
that  are  uniting  for  children.  This  HELP- 
ING AND  CARING  MINISTRY  is  being 
pushed  by  moderators,  conference  leaders, 
elders,  bishops,  nunisters  and  assorted 
church  laity.  Many  church  missionary  de- 
partments have  accepted  this  ministry  as  a 
primary  focus  for  the  year  2002,  in  addi- 
tion to  other  on-going  ministry  priorities. 

For  assistance,  please  call,  write  or  e- 
maU  me:  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige  Sr.,  P.O.  Box 
25273,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27611;  Phone:  (919) 
231-9774;  Fax:  (919)  212-3656;  E-mail: 
adopt_children  @  yahoo,  com. 

VOLUNTEERS 

It  is  essential  that  we  continue  to  ex- 
pand our  network  of  adoption  and  foster 
care  volunteers,  recruiting  through  our  ex- 
panding church  contacts,  associations,  and 
conferences  of  the  various  faith  communi- 
ties. We  are  especially  grateful  to  the  mod- 
erators, elders,  and  overseers  of  the  vari- 
ous faith  conununities  for  their  continuing 
support  of  our  efforts  and  for  the  generous 
time  and  energy  our  volunteers  give  to  our 
effort.  Like  us,  our  volunteers  believe  that 
every  child  deserves  a  loving,  caring,  and 
nurturing  home  and  they  are  committed  to 
helping  make  this  happen. 

Thanks  again  for  your  continuing  sup- 
port and  encouragement. 

We  encourage  African- American  Faith 
Conmiunities  wishing  to  volunteer  with  us 
to  write  or  e-mail  me:  Joseph  C.  Paige  Sr., 
P.O.  Box  25273,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27611. 
Fax:  (919)  212-3656;  E-Mail: 
adopt_children@yahoo.com  or 
dr.je.paige@adopt-children.org. 

Dr.  Paige  is  former  President,  Dean  and 
Tenured  Professor,  Shaw  Divinity  School, 
where  he  is  now  an  Adjunct  Professor.  He 
is  also  an  Adjunct  Professor,  School  of 
Nursing  and  the  Department  of  Nutrition, 
School  of  PubUc  Health,  UNC-CH.  Dr. 
Paige  is  also  former  host  of  THE  JOE 
PAIGE  SHOW,  a  weekly  NBC-TV  Com- 
munity Affairs  Program  (Channel  4,  Wash- 
ington, D.C.),  and  a  columnist  for  several 
newspapers,  including  THE  SANFORD 
HERALD  (N.C.)  He  is  also  former  presi- 
dent of  the  World  Council  on  Religious 
Liberty  (WCRL),  and  is  pastor  of  the 
Gethsemane  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
Bunn,  N.C. 

You  may  reach  Dr.  Paige  at  P.O.  Box 
25273,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27611.  Phone:  (919) 
231-9774; 

E-mail:  joepaige@joepaigesr.com  or 
joepaigesr@aol.com  (use  for  general  e-maiL) 


A  Message  from  the  Director  of  Church  Relations 

Attention  all  African- American  Singles 
and  African- American  Couples! 

Bridge  the  gap  to  permanency  through 
Adoption  and  Foster  Care! 


By  Rev.  Anthonette 
Wright 

2001  is  past  and  a  new  year  has  be- 
gun. Resolutions  have  been  made  that  will 
either  be  kept  or  broken.  There's  one  reso- 
lution that  you  can  keep  for  life.  All  chil- 
dren in  the  North  Carolina  Foster  Care  Sys- 
tem desire  a  loving,  safe,  nurturing  home. 
Open  your  heart,  your  home  and  take  time 
to  make  this  a  reality  for  someone.  Lead 
by  example  and  inspire  other  interested 
persons  to  become  an  adoptive  parent  or 
foster  care  parent.  Foster  stiength  in  others 
by  allowing  a  child  into  your  home.  People 
like  you  don't  fear  commitment,  but  wel- 
come the  opportunity  to  commit  more. 

The  time  is  now,  to  do  more  for  the 
children.  I  challenge  you  this  year  to  make 
the  difference  in  the  life  of  a  child  in  the 
North  Carolina  Child  Welfare  System.  Start 
by  making  the  first  move  to  adoption  or 
foster  care. 

North  Carolina  needs  your  help!  Sup- 
port this  ministry  by  becoming  an  adoptive 
parent  or  a  foster  care  parent  and  volunteer 
to  recruit  African-American  Singles  and 
Couples  willing  to  adopt  or  foster  African- 
American  Children.  With  your  help,  we  can 
make  a  difference  in  the  Ufe  of  a  child. 
Please  contact  me  for  more  information  on 


Rev.  Anthonette  Wright 

what  you  can  do  to  help  make  a  difference 

in  a  child's  life.  You  may  write  me: 

Rev.  Anthonette  Wright 

Director  of  Church  Relations 

211  Six  Forks  Road,  Suite  209-B 

Raleigh,  North  Carolina  27609 

or  E-mail  me: 

Nwrightgbsc  @  aol.com 

or  telephone  me:  919-754-8800 


The  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina, 
Inc.  and  the  N.C.  African-American  Faith  Communities 
United  for  Children:  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Finding  Adoptive  &  Foster  Care  Homes 
For  African- American  Children 
Touch  a  Life  Forever ...  ADOPT! 
Children  waiting  for  adoptive  families  are ... 
•Sisters  and  brothers  who  want  to  be  adoptive  together 
•Children  who  have  experienced  neglect,  abuse  or  abandonment 
•Older  children  who  want  a  permanently  family 

•Children  who  need  families  who  care  and  are  willing  to  make  a  lifetime  commit- 
ment 

You  can  adopt  if  you  ... 

•Are  single,  married  or  divorced 

•Can  provide  a  stable  home 

•Have  the  ability  to  care  for  a  child  not  bom  to  you 

•Are  willing  to  take  on  the  responsibilities,  joys  and  challenges  of  parenting 

FamiUes  who  adopt ... 

•May  be  homeowners  or  renting 

•May  have  a  fixed  income 

•May  be  an  adult  of  any  age 

North  Carolina  Needs  More  Foster  Homes 

Thousands  of  children  in  North  Carolina,  ranging  in  age  fi-om  infants  to  18  years 
old,  enter  the  foster  care  system  each  year.  These  children  may  have  been  neglected, 
abused,  or  abandoned  and  need  a  safe  place  to  stay  temporarily.  The  nimiber  of 
children  coming  into  care  is  increasing  faster  than  the  number  of  foster  homes  in  our 
state. 

You  Can  Become  A  Foster  Parent  If  You ... 
•Are  between  the  ages  of  21  an  65 

•Are  willing  to  be  fingerprinted  and  have  a  criminal  record  check 
•Have  a  stable  home  and  income 

•Are  able  to  provide  a  safe,  temporary  place  for  children  imtil  they  can  be 

in  a  permanent  home 
•Complete  all  required  training  and  be  licensed  by  the  State  of  north  Carolina 

You  do  not  have  to  be  married,  wealthy  or  own  your  own  home  to  be  a  foster 
parent. 


Try  and  "Love  thy  neighbor, 
Uke  thyself 


K.C.  TOURS,  INC. 

Phillip  C.  and  Angela  M.  Daniels,  Owners 
CHARTER  BUS  SERVICE 

840  Williams  White  Road 
Zebulon,  N.C.  27597 
Phone  919-269-6896/Fax  919-269-6130 
kctoursinc@aol.com  / 
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New  Pastor's  Corner 


Don    Waste  Time 


By 

Rev.  Sandra  Holland  IVotter 
Pastor/Shiloh  Temple  of  Faith 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,^ 
Fayetteville,  NC 


In  His 
Presence 


Our  thoughts,  our  words,  our  activi- 
ties, and  our  general  outlook  on  life  are 
motivated  by  our  concept  of  Him  whom  we 
worship.  Our  inner  life  and  reaction  to  all 
environs  and  associations  are  expressions 
of  what  we  have  done  about  or  with  the 
knowledge  and  consciousness  of  His  pres- 
ence abiding  with  us.  His  presence  abides 
with  us  always,  for  it  is  in  Him  we  Uve  and 
move  and  have  our  being.  We  must  realize 
this,  and  come  to  know  and  understand  that 
we  are  sons  of  God. 

God  is  one.  We  cannot  separate  Him 
from  His  creation.  We  may  try  to  do  so,  but 
in  so  doing  we  become  dual,  mystified,  and 
confused. 

The  oneness  is  ever  existent,  but  it  is 
only  through  our  realization  and  our  ac- 
knowledgment of  its  existence  that  the 
change  is  worked  in  us,  and  Ufe  takes  on  a 
new  prospective. 

It  is  our  oneness  with  the  Father  that 
the  Master  stressed  while  on  earth  in  a 
physical  body,  when  He  declared  that  He 
could  do  nothing  of  Himself:  it  was  the 
Father  within  Him  that  did  the  works.  We 
must  seek  ever  to  be  conscious  His  pres- 
ence within.  All  the  guidance,  help,  joy, 
peace  and  those  things  that  make  life  worth 
Uving  are  within  us.  "Ask,  and  it  shall  be 
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given  you;  seek,  and  you  shall  find,  knock, 
and  it  shall  be  open  unto  you."  (Matthew 
7:7).  It  is  only  when  we  Usten  to  the  still 
small  voice  within  and  know  that  His  pres- 
ence is  with  us  that  we  come  to  the  reaUza- 
tion  that  we  are  one  with  Him. 

We  must  study  and  meditate  until  we 
realize  what  attitude  we  hold  concerning 
His  presence.  Quench  not  the  spirit  within. 
As  His  spirit  bears  witness  with  our  spirit, 
not  only  will  we  understand  ourselves  bet- 
ter, but  also  there  will  come  a  fuller  under- 
standing of  our  brother,  our  friend  and  our 
enemy. 

As  we  go  fearlessly  into  whatever  is 
before  us,  let  us  trust  in  His  care,  knowing 
that  His  presence  will  overshadow  us. 

He  has  delivered  our  soul  from  death, 
our  eyes  from  tears  and  our  feet  from  fall- 
ing. (Psalm  116:8)  May  we  hve  each  mo- 
ment aware  of  His  presence  and  let  our 
works  speak  for  us. 

As  self  is  less  magnified  and  more 
hope  and  reUance  is  sought  in  His  word, 
each  of  us  will  become  more  and  more 
aware  of  His  abiding  presence.  All  who 
would  know  Him  must  believe  that  He  is, 
and  that  He  is  a  rewarder  of  those  who  diU- 
gently  seek  Him.  (Hebrews  11:6b) 


NEW  BOOK 


Title:  Death  and  Dying  Among 
African- Americans : 
Cultural  Characteristics 
and  Coping  Tidbits 

Author:  James  H.  Carter,  M.D.,  MDiv. 

An-eye-opening  exposition  about  death  and  dying  that  will  benefit  min- 
isters, counselors,  morticians,  and  persons  who  are  suffering  and  are  seeking 
strategies  for  coping  with  tragedies  of  death  and  dying. 

Dr.  Carter  writes  from  decades  of  experience  as  a  practicing  physician, 
and  describes  how  suffering,  death  and  dying  are  experienced  among  Afri- 
can-Americans. Some  of  the  topics  discussed  are:  Whom  do  we  trust  when 
troubled,  final  days,  alternatives  to  dying  with  dignity  and  a  Christian's  per- 
spective on  counseling  and  condoling  suffering  African- Americans. 

Dr.  Carter  is  an  African- American  Professor  of  Psychiatry  and  Behav- 
ioral Science  at  Duke  University  Medical  Center,  Durham,  North  Carolina. 
He  has  authored  many  publications  on  the  emotional  health  of  African- Ameri- 
cans. 

Purchases  may  be  made  by  calling  212-736-1767  or  by  mail  order 
from  Vantage  Press,  516  West  34th  Street,  New  York,  New  York:,  10001, 
cost:  $10.95. 
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From  2nd  Vice  President 
Dr.  Howard  W.  Parker  Jr. 


News  from  the  Foreign  Field:  The  Lott  Carey  Convention 


State  Ushers  News 


A  Long  Awaited 
Visit  To  Nigeria 


By  Rev.  Christopher  T.  Suns 

With  several  years  having  past  since 
the  last  official  visit  to  the  mission  opera- 
tions of  Nigeria,  the  reception  extended  by 
Dr.  Goatley  was  nothing  short  of  over- 
whelming. From  the  moment  he  and  his 
partner  of  this  mission  journey,  Rev.  Chris- 
topher T.  Sims  of  Delaware,  arrived  in 
Lagos,  to  their  final  departure  from  the 
same,  it  was  clear  that  the  people  of  this 
great  country  have  embraced  the  reality  of 
their  faith.  Their  regard  for  the  Executive 
Secretary/Treasurer  was  displayed  demon- 
stratively in  words  and  deeds.  These  expres- 
sions were  not  void  of  understanding  that 
Dr.  Goatley  represented  the  continued  stew- 
ardship of  the  Lott  Carey  Family  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  Their  beings  ap- 
peared to  envelope  the  energy  of  his  knowl- 
edge and  zeal  for  the  work  of  mission.  As 
Rev.  Kenneth  C.  Ebong,  Superintendent  of 
the  Lott  Carey  Missions  of  Nigeria,  intro- 
duced him,  hearts  burst  with  praise  to  God 
in  a  manner  suggesting  many  prayers  had 
been  prayed  that  this  day  would  come  to 
past. 

The  tour  of  visitation  began  immedi- 
ately when  the  plane  touched  down  in 
Calibar  where  the  spoken  word  of  the  trav- 
eler was  translated  into  the  language  of  Efik 
and  songs  of  praise  were  sung  on  occasion 
in  Yoruba.  The  church  to  which  this  cara- 
van of  horn  blowing  and  trumpet  playing 
Christians  moved  toward  was  the  Lott 
Carey  Baptist  Church  Calibar  (known  as 
'the  little  house  of  no  regret').  In  the  midst 
of  their  building  project,  they  opened  their 
doors  and  hearts  setting  the  tone  and  ex- 
ample of  all  that  was  to  follow  them  from 
the  Lott  Carey  Missions  of  Nigeria.  Each 
church  congregation  met  the  visiting  del- 
egation from  one  hundred  yards  to  a  quar- 
ter mile  from  the  church  and  marched  ahead 
singing  the  Lord's  songs  with  gladness  on 
into  the  sanctuary.  The  sanctuaries  were 
filled  to  capacity  and  in  some  cases,  stand- 
ing room  only.  There  were  written  wel- 
comes rendered  which  expressed  the  joy  of 
his  coming  as  well  as  the  state  of  affairs 
and  hopes  of  the  church's  continued  works. 
Dr.  Goatley,  without  fall,  praised  God  for 
the  works  each  church  was  doing.  He 
brought  them  greetings  from  their  sisters 
and  brothers  around  the  world  and  assured 
them  that  they  were  in  the  daily  prayers  of 
the  Lott  Carey  Family. 

The  landscape  of  most  churches  is 
filled  with  the  rich  and  resourceful  pahn 
tree,  where  from  two  types  of  oil  can  be 
extracted  and  its  multi  use  leaves.  Being 
made  aware  of  the  natural  resources  that 
God  had  given  many  of  the  locations.  Dr. 
Goatley  echoed  the  call  of  Dr.  Ebong  for 


Dr.  Howard  W.  Parker  Jr. 

the  congregations  to  pursue  efforts  of 
greater  stewardship  of  resources  intended 
to  move  toward  empowerment  and  self 
sustainability.  He  urged  each  church  to  seek 
movement  toward  being  a  part  of  the  mis- 
sion effort  beyond  their  walls  and  even  into 
the  efforts  of  other  Lott  Carey  works. 

While  the  country  continues  to  trans- 
form its  system  of  governing  from  military 
rule  to  that  of  a  democratic  approach,  one 
of  the  transitions  that  has  had  a  monumen- 
tal effect  has  been  the  government  takeover 
of  the  schools.  This  has  had  a  devastating 
effect  on  the  Lott  Carey  Secondary  School 
that  had  known  great  days  of  educating 
excellence.  During  the  times  of  unrest,  the 
school  became  victim  constantly  to  vandal 
attacks.  In  the  past,  their  science  labs  were 
known  the  country  over  and  currently  the 
facility  is  barely  a  shadow  of  its  old  self. 
The  library,  which  once  had  all  shelves  full 
(wall  to  wall),  is  now  showing  a  sparse  and 
antiquated  selection.  While  much  of  the 
area  around  the  school  was  without  elec- 
tricity, Lott  Carey  Secondary  School  was 
as  a  beacon,  powered  by  a  state  of  the  art 
generating  system  that  was  also  destroyed 
by  vandals.  While  all  of  these  atrocities 
happened  to  the  secondary  school,  the  Lott 
Carey  Primary  Schools  are  thriving  under 
strong  and  dedicated  leadership  that  is  cur- 
rently void  of  governmental  interference. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  at  the  visit  to 
both  schools,  the  children  were  resolved  to 
express  their  gratitude  for  the  visit  by  Dr. 
Goatley.  They  sang  and  dance  with  rhythms 
to  be  envied.  At  the  primary  school,  a  path- 
way of  nearly  two  hundred  students  opened 
for  Dr.  Goatley's  entry.  Before  him,  sev- 
eral family  members  and  tribal  chiefs,  the 
children  pledged  allegiance  to  their  flag, 
sang  their  national  anthem,  and  recited  then- 
school's  motto.  The  opening  was  capped 
off  with  a  moving  welcome  song;  "Your 
sons  and  daughters  have  been  praying 
along.. .It's  nice  to  see  you  all.. .To  see  you 
is  an  answer  to  our  prayers.'-' 


Prep  All  Stars  is  now  talking  applications  for 
invitations  for  its  2002  summer  basketball 
camps.  Registration  is  open  for  advanced 
players  ages  (11-19).  For  more  information 
or  a  brochure,  call  (704)  232-6034. 


By  Alice  W.  McNair 

Greetings.  Hope  your  Holidays  was  a  joy- 
ous one.  It's  almost  that  time  again.  The  Ushers 
State  Convention's  One  Day  Session  will  be 
held  Feb.  23,  2002  at  the  Benton  Convention 
Center,  Winston  Salem,  N.C.  Usher  presidents, 
begin  making  plans  to  attend  by  cars,  church 
vans,  church  bus  or  whatever  Let's  make  this 
the  largest  One  Day  Session  we've  ever  had.  I 
am  sure  president  Charles  Fletcher  wiQ  be 
pleased  to  see  all  of  you. 

We  have  three  persons  who  will  be  honored 
for  longevity  as  Ushers:  Mrs.  Treva  Lesance, 
Second  New  Light  Baptist  Church,  St  Paul, 
N.C,  pastor  Rev.  Michael  Penman  has  been 
ushering  for  68  years. 

Mrs.  Effie  Cooper,  New  Salem  Baptist 
Church,  Elizabeth  City,  N.C;  Rev  Stanford 
Jones  pastor,  has  been  Ushering  for  52  years. 

Mr.  Roy  Williams,  president  of  Westem 
Union  Association  Ushers;  a  member  of  Eliza- 
beth Baptist  Church,  Autryville,  N.C;  Rev  R 
Jones,  pastor,  has  been  ushering  for  42  years. 

These  three  are  to  receive  awards  at  die  One 
Day  Session,  Feb.  23, 2002.  Please  be  present 
We  hope  to  get  your  picture  in  the  paper,  too. 

District  HI  Ushers,  Annual  Oratorical  Con- 
test was  held  Sunday,  Jan.  27, 2002  at  Greater 
Mount  Sinai  Baptist  Church,  1243  West  Bou- 
levard, Charlotte,  N.C.  at  4  p.m.;  Dr  George 
Cook  Jr,  host  pastor 


All  Seniors,  young  adults,  youth  ushers  of 
Ebenezer,  Gaston  County,  Gold  Hill,  Guiding 
Light,  Mecklenburg  General,  Mount  Peace, 
Lane  Creek,  Rising  Star  and  Stanley  County 
auxiliaries  are  asked  to  attend  this  event  Mrs. 
Annie  L.  Fetterman,  director;  Mrs.  Alberta 
Quick,  assist  director,  Bro.  Forest  M.  Eaves  Jn, 
District  in  President/Coordinator  and  First  Vice 
President  of  the  Ushers  State  ConventiorL 
Ushers  Prayfiil  Spirit 

The  Ushers  should  have  a  reverent  prayful 
spirit  By  praying  more,  you  will  not  work  less, 
but  will  accomplish  more.  You  don't  have  to 
pray  out  loud,  you  can  whisper  a  prayer  as  you 
work.  Prayer  is  not  aU  talking,  but  it  is  listening 
to  God  as  well. 

It  was  Samuel  who  said,  "Speak  Lord,  for 
thy  servant  hearetL"  Prayer  drives  away  dis- 
couragement and  builds  up  faith  and  zeal.  It 
strengthens  you  and  makes  you  more  aware  of 
your  task.  As  Ushers  keep  this  in  mind:  Blessed 
is  the  Ushers  who  grasp  die  meaning  of  Christ's 
Word,  "He  that  is  greatest  among  you,  shall  be 
your  servant" 

Source  Wilson's  Usher  Guide. 

Send  Usher  News:  PO.  Box  105,  Newton 
Grove,  N.C  28366 

DistrictinUshersheld  their  Quatteiiy  Meet- 
ing in  January  at  the  First  Mt  Zion  Baptist 
Church,  15 16  Remount  Road,  Chariotte,  N.C, 
Dr.  CV.  Owens,  pastor 


A  Call  To  Greatness 

(Book  Announcement) 

In  1970,  L.  Venchael  Booth,  was  appointed  a  vice-president  of  the  Baptist  World  Alliance 
nine  years  after  he  founded  the  Progressive  National  Baptist  Convention  (PNBC).  PNBC  is 
one  of  13  member  bodies  of  the  BWAin  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Now,  in  recognition  of  the  groundbreaking  work  of  his  father  who  started  this 
historic  denomination.  Booth's  son,  William  D.  Booth,  has  written  A  Call  to  Great- 
ness. Booth  is  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Hampton,  Va. 

Among  the  reviews  are  these: 

..."this  book  is  important  for  several  reasons. ..it  provides  a  survey  of  the 
divisions.. .that  produced  a  new  denomination  known  as  the  Progressive  National 
Baptist  Convention.. .it  is  a  vaMant  tribute  of  a  son  to  a  father.. .and  acknowledgment 
that  amid  the  pain  and  broketmess  of  schism.. .one  truth  remains:  'the  greatest  of 
these  is  love.'  -Bill  J.  Leonard,  Dean  and  Professor  of  Church  History,  Wake  Forest 
Divinity  School. 

'T'rom  the  distinct,  unique  and  even  privileged  vantage  point  of  someone  who  lived  close 
to  the  historical  drama  about  which  he  writes,  William  D.  Booth  has  produced  a  most  persua- 
sive and  moving  essay  about  the  actual  founder  of  Progressive  National  Baptist  Convention." 
-  Clarence  G.  Newsome,  Dean  and  Associate  Professor  of  Church  History,  Howard  Univer- 
sity School  of  Divinity,  Howard  University,  Washington,  D.C 

To  order  A  Call  to  Greatness,  contact:     Brunswick  Public  Corporation 

PO  Box  555,  LawrenceVille,  Va.  23868 

Website:  www.brunswickbooks.com 


UNITED  AMERICAN  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

BRANCH  OFFICE  DIVISION 

United  American  Insurance  Company  ^  providing  security  throu^  life/healfli 
insurance  to  families  throughout  America  since  1947.  UAhas  Stability  of  Expe- 
rience — half  a  century  of  service  meeting  customers  individual  needs.  Strength 
of  lYaditlon  —  Commitment  to  the  senior  life/health  market  Assurance  of 
Service  —  Pasonal  one-on-one  agent/client  service. 

UA  has  emerged  as  one  of  the  nation's  largest  providers  of  individual 
Medicare  Supplement  coverage.  Protection  that  can  never  be  cancelled 
as  long  as  premiums  are  paid  on  time  has  always  backed  every  Medi- 
care Supplement  policy  UA  sells. 

Regardless  of  challenges  in  the  nation's  economy  UA  will  be  here  ready 
to  pay  all  claim  obligations. 

Our  commitment  to  you  is  to  provide  unparalleled  Quality,  Service  and 
Stability. 

*Medicare  Supplements  *Suppleniental  Health  Coverage 

*Long  Term  Care  *Life  Insurance  *Cancer 

For  a  personal  consultation  by  a  licensed  insurance  professional,  please  call  Rob 
or  Mary  Thomas  (888)  980-6518. 


Page  Fourteen 


Christian  Education 
for  the  21st  Century 

By  Portia  Brandon,  M.Div.,  Christian  Education  Coordinator 


A  Christian 
Education  Moment 

By  Dr.  Jasper  P.  Reed.  President 
Congress  of  Christian  Education 


Reading 
of  Psalm 


By  Jasper  P.  Reed,  President 
Congress  of  Christian  Education 

As  we  emerge  from  the  Advent  Sea- 
son and  the  impact  of  the  commercializa- 
tion of  the  HoUdays  many  of  us  seek  an 
opportunity  to  pause  in  order  to  focus  anew 
our  thoughts  spiritually.  When  we  last  vis- 
ited our  series  on  the  Psalms  we  examined 
the  Leviticus  section  of  the  book.  For  the 
month  of  February  let  us  look  at  the  Num- 
bers section.  This  is  the  shortest  section  of 
the  five  which  includes  Psalm  90  through 
106.  The  Numbers  section  describes  perils 
and  protection.  That  is  why  it  is  important 
that  we  read  these  Psalms  now.  The  glitter 
of  the  Holidays  did  nothing  to  dissipate  the 
perils  that  we  are  facing  in  our  everyday 
life.  Added  to  that  the  ever  present  perils 
of  shifting  from  the  reason  of  the  Advent 
as  it  is  described  in  the  WORD  to  the  inter- 
pretation and  presentation  of  the  season  by 
the  world  and  the  need  to  pause  increases. 
Did  we  take  the  time  to  consider  the  reason 
that  Jesus  had  to  come  into  the  world?  Fail- 
ing to  do  so  leaves  us,  as  Christians,  search- 
ing for  answers  as  to  what  should  we  do 
and  where  should  we  go  from  here.  This  is 
the  day  that  the  Lord  has  given  for  us  to 
review  and  renew  our  spiritual  Ufe  and  fo- 
cus. So  let's  get  started. 

My  thoughts  haunt  me  as  I  pass  over 
Psalm  90.  This  is  Moses'  only  contribution 
to  this  book.  Another  day  and  in  another 
context  I  will  return  to  examine  this  tre- 
mendous prayer.  But  to  help  us  regain  our 
momentum  as  we  escape  from  our  imme- 
diate past  come  with  me  to  Psalm  103.  Here 
the  Psalmist  opens  the  vista  so  that  we  can 
be  cognizant  about  the  prevailing  condi- 
tions under  which  we  live.  He,  the  Psalm- 
ist reminds  us  of  the  relationship  between 
praises  and  the  tender  mercies  of  God.  As 
we  strive  to  forsake  all  else  and  prepare  to 
return  to  worship  God  and  Him  only  we 
need  to  read  and  re-read  the  first  two  verses 
of  this  Psakn  as  often  during  the  day  as  we 
can.  There  may  have  been  times  when  we 
were  so  caught  in  the  earthly  celebration 
of  the  holidays  that  we  went  through  the 
motion  of  recognizing  God  but  our  hearts 
and  minds  were  not  focused  on  Him. 

The  Psalmist  warns  us  and  causes  us 
to  reflect  when  he  said  let  us  not  forget, 
"all  of  His  benefits."  Even  when  we  fail  to 
give  Him  our  undivided  attention  it  is  evi- 
dent that  He  is  good  to  us.  Is  it  not  this  that 
God  warns  us  of  in  Isaiah  29:13?  "Where- 
fore the  Lord  said,  for  as  much  as  this 
people  draw  near  me  with  their  mouth,  and 
with  their  lips  do  honour  me,  but  have  re- 
moved their  hearts  far  from  me,  and  their 
fears  toward  me  is  taught  by  the  precept  of 


Dr.  Jasper  P.  Reed,  President 
Congress  of  Christian  Education 

men."  Alone  we  can  never  worship  God  as 
we  should.  It  is  only  by  the  Holy  Spirit  that 
we  can  truly  worship  and  praise  God  in 
spirit  and  in  truth. 

As  we  continue  to  examine  this  Psalm 
let  us  move  to  verses  9-18.  In  these  verses 
the  Psalmist  speaks  to  God's  compassion 
for  us.  First  he  explains  that  the  Lord  mer- 
cifully forgives  sin  both  of  commission  and 
omission.  The  reason  is  the  same  as  that 
written  in  the  book  of  Isaiah  55:6-9.  Un- 
like man  God  is  slow  to  anger.  He  does  not 
always  accuse  us  nor  deals  with  us  accord- 
ing to  our  sins.  He,  God,  completely  sepa- 
rates sin  from  the  sinner  by  forgiving  them. 
Secondly  the  Psalmist  reminds  us  that  our 
lives  are  short  but  the  Lord  has  compas- 
sion on  His  fraH  people.  Man  is  made  of 
insignificant  dust,  his  life  is  brief  like  grass 
and  wild  flowers.  God  is  a  comfort  for  our 
frailty  and  in  Him  and  Him  only  is  our  hope. 
How  glorious  it  will  be  when  we  aU  bless, 
and  give  praise  and  honour  to  His  name. 
A  Christian  Education  Moment  for  our 
YOUTH  and  Young-at-Heart 
For  the  month  of  February  2002  let  us 
focus  on  DELIVERANCE. 

1.  Who  captured  Lot  and  who  rescued 
him?  Genesis  14:8-16 

2.  Who  delivered  David  and  who  was 
he  dehvered  from?  II  Samuel  22: 1-2 

3.  It  is  better  to  trust  the  Lord  than  to 
put  your  confidence  in  WHO?  Psahn  1 1 8:8- 
9 

4.  How  did  the  Lord  deUver  Jerusalem 
and  from  who?  Isaiah  37:33-34. 

5.  Who  did  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  bring 
forth?  Acts  5: 17-20. 

6.  Who  recognized  Peter's  voice  after 
he  was  dehvered  from  prison?  Acts  12: 13. 

7.  Who  is  being  described  in  this  pas- 
sage of  scripture?  Hebrews  7:24-25. 

8.  Who  was  saved  and  dehvered  safely 
inpart  because  of  Rehab?  Hebrews  11:31. 

9.  Who  is  John  talking  about 
in  this  passage  of  scripture?  I  John  3:4- 
6. 


Remember: 
Easter  is  in  March  this  year! 


In  Observance  of  Black  History  Month 


There  have  always  been  a  few  of  our 
Ancestors  whose  spirits  were  never  broken. 
They  led  slave  revolts,  opened  schools,  wrote 
books,  and  gave  speeches.  They  refused  to 
move  to  the  back  of  the  bus,  and  sat  at  lunch 
counters.  Therefore,  be  proud  of  our  history, 
remember  our  Ancestors  built  the  first  civi- 
lization, were  the  first  to  write  compute,  buOd 
great  buildings,  and  believe  in  one  God. 

Listed  here  are  more  of  our  Ances- 
tors contributions: 
Religion 

1773 — The  oldest  Black  Baptist  church 
was  organized  in  Silver  Bluflf,  South 
Carolina 

1787 —  Richard  Allen  founded  the  African 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  (AME). 
1 808  —  Thomas  Paul  established  the 

world's  largest  Black  congregation,  the 

Abyssinian  Baptist  Church  of  New  York. 
1863  —  Henry  McNeal  Turner  was  ap 

pointed  the  first  Black  chaplain  to  the 

Colored  ttoops. 
1886  —  The  largest  Black  religious  body 

in  the  world,  the  National  Baptist 

Convention,  was  organized. 
1886  —  Augustus  Tolton  became  the  first 

Black  to  be  ordained  to  the  CathoUc 

priesthood  in  America. 
1906  —  Rev.  Charles  Harrison  Mason 

formed  the  Church  of  God  in  Christ. 
1908  — Adam  Clayton  Powell  Sr.,  became 

pastor  of  the  Abyssinian  Baptist  Church 

and  built  it  into  America's  largest  Black 

congregation. 
1919  —  George  Alexander  McGuire 

formed  the  African  Orthodox  Church. 
1979  —  Charles  E.  Bradford  was  elected 

the  first  Black  president  of  the  North 

American  Division  of  the  Seventh-day 

Adventist  Church. 
1988  —  Barbara  Harris  was  elected  the  first 

female  bishop  in  the  AngeUcan 

community. 
Sports 

1947  —  Jackie  Robinson  became  the  first 

Black  to  play  major  league  baseball. 
1951  —  The  basketball  color  Une  was 

broken  by  Chuck  Cooper  who  was 

signed  on  the  Boston  Celtics. 
1957  — Althea  Gibson  became  the  first 

Black  tennis  star  to  play  at  Wimbledon. 
1960  —  Wilma  Rudolph  was  the  first 

American  Woman  to  win  three  gold 

medals  in  track  and  field  at  a  single 

Olympiad. 
1964  —  Muhammad  Ali  won  the  world 

heavy-weight  championship  by 

knocking  out  Sormy  Liston. 
1968  — Arthur  Ashe  Jr.,  became  the  first  Black 

tennis  player  to  win  the  U.S.  Open. 
1981  —  Earvin  "Magic"  Johnson  was 

awarded  a  25-year,  $25  miUion  contract, 

the  largest  total  sum  in  team  sports 

history. 

1988  —  Zina  Garrison  upset  Martina 
Navratilova  in  the  U.S.  Open  quarter 
finals.  Garrison  was  the  first  Black  to 
rank  in  the  top  10  since  the  women's  pro 
tennis  tour  began  in  1971. 

During  the  Summer  Olympics  in  Seoul,  Jackie 
Joyner-Kersee  became  the  first  American 
ever  to  win  die  women's  heptathalon,  a 
contest  that  includes  running,  jumping,  shot 
put,  and  javelin. 

Inventions 

1834  —  Henry  Blair  was  the  first  Black  to 
be  granted  a  U.S.  patent  (awarded  for 
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his  com  planter). 
1846  —  Norbert  Rillieux  developed  a 

vacuum  evaporation  process  that 

revolutionized  sugar  refining. 
1872  —  Elijah  McCoy  invented  a  steam 

engine  lubricator  that  enabled  machines 

to  be  oiled  while  in  motion. 
1 879  —  T.  EUdns  patented  refrigerating 

apparatus. 
1881  —  Lewis  Latimer  supervised 

installation  of  the  first  electric  street 

lights  while  working  with  Thomas 

Edison. 

1883  —  Jan  Matzehger  was  granted  a 
patent  for  the  shoe-lasting  machine,  a 
machine  for  sewing  soles  of  shoes  to  the 
upper  part  of  the  shoe. 

1885  —  Granville  T.  Woods  developed  the 
induction  telegraph  system,  a  system  for 
communication  to  and  from  moving  trains. 

1887  — A.  Miles  patented  the  elevator. 

1897  —  J.L.  Love  patented  the  pencil 
sharpener. 

1898  —  L.D.  Newman  patented  the  brush. 
1 899 — J.  A.  Burr  patented  the  lawn  mower. 
Politics 

1848  —  Frederick  Douglass  was  elected 
president  of  National  Black  Convention 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

1 869  —  Ebenezer  D.  Basset  was  appointed 
the  first  Black  diplomat  as  minister- 
resident  to  Haiti. 

1870  —  Hiram  Revels  became  the  first 
Black  senator  in  the  United  States. 

1 875  —  Blanche  Bruce  became  the  second 

Black  to  serve  in  the  Senate. 
1949  —  WiUiam  Hastie  became  the  first 

Black  federal  judge  in  U.S.  History. 
1964  —  Zambia  declared  its  independence. 
1966  —  Robert  Weaver  became  the  first 

Black  U.S.  Cabinet  member. 
1966  —  Constance  Baker  Motley  became 

the  first  Black  female  federal  judge. 

1966  ■ —  Edward  Brooke  was  elected  the 
first  Black  U.S.  Senator  since 
Reconstruction. 

1967  —  Thurgood  Marshall  was  appointed 
the  first  Black  Supreme  Court  justice. 

1968  —  Shirley  Chisholm  became  the  first 
Black  woman  elected  to  the  House  of 

Representatives. 
1977  —  Patricia  Harris  became  the  first 
Black  woman  to  become  a  cabinet 
member. 

1989  —  L.  Douglas  Wilder  became  the  first 
elected  Black  governor  in  U.S.  history. 
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Remember  Your  Heart 
On  Valentine   Day  and  Always 


February  seems  the  perfect  time  to  bring 
attention  to  heart  health.  Cardiovascular 
disease  (CVD)  is  the  leading  killer  for  all 
Americans.  CVD  refers  to  disorders  of  the 
heart  and  blood  vessel  system.  It  includes 
coronary  artery  disease,  stroke,  congestive 
heart  failure,  hypertensive  disease,  and  ath- 
erosclerosis. 

Recognition  of  heart  health  in  February 
is  especially  appropriate  for  African- Ameri- 
cans. The  North  Carolina  Office  of  Minor- 
ity Health  continues  to  highlight  the  per- 
sistent disparities  in  cardiovascular  disease. 
African  Americans  in  North  Carolina  are 
one  and  half  times  more  likely  than  Cauca- 
sians to  die  of  heari  disease  and  twice  as 
likely  to  die  of  stroke.  While  research  has 
contributed  to  a  national  decline  in  CVD 
during  the  past  three  decades,  life  expect- 
ancy and  rates  of  illness  and  death  from 
coronary  heart  disease  have  not  improved 
as  much  for  blacks  as  for  whites.  Blacks 
are  also  more  likely  to  have  limited  access 
to  health  care  resources  and  technology. 

This  year,  the  American  Heart  Associa- 
tion is  giving  special  emphasis  to  cardio- 
vascular disease  and  women.  The  theme  for 
American  Heart  Month  2002  is  "Women 
and  Cardiovascular  Disease. "  Most 
women,  particularly  African-American 
women,  do  not  know  that  heart  disease  is 
their  No.  1  killer.  An  American  Heart  As- 
sociation survey  found  that  fewer  than  one 
in  10  women  perceive  heart  disease  as  their 
greatest  health  problem.  According  to  the 
survey,  sixty-two  percent  of  women  believe 
cancer  is  their  leading  health  problem.  In 
1998,  cardiovascular  disease  claimed  the 
lives  of  503,927  women,  while  cancer 
claimed  the  lives  of  259,467  women. 

The  American  Heart  Association  reports 
that: 

•  Cardiovascular  disease  is  the  single 

largest  killer  of  African- American 
women. 

•  Compared  to  Caucasians,  African- 

Americans  have  a  1.5  times  greater  rate 
of  death  due  to  heart  disease. 

•  68.3%  of  African- American  women  are 
overweight  and  38.2%  are  obese,  a  major 
factor  for  heart  disease. 

•  More  than  one  in  five  women  have  some 

form  of  cardiovascular  disease. 

•  One  in  two  women  will  eventually  die  of 

heart  disease  or  stroke,  compared  with 
one  in  27  who  will  eventually  die  of  breast 
cancer. 

Risk  Factors 

Risk  factors  are  those  habits  and  traits 
that  make  it  more  likely  that  a  person  will 
develop  a  disease  or  disorder.  The  greater 
the  number  of  risk  factors  a  person  has,  the 
greater  their  risk.  Some  risk  factors  such 
as  advancing  age,  post-menopausal  status, 
and  African- American  ethnicity  caimot  be 
controlled.  However,  many  of  the  risk  fac- 
tors for  heart  disease  can  be  controlled. 
Controllable  risk  factors  for  heart  disease 
include:  high  blood  pressure,  diabetes  mel- 
Utus,  cigarette  smoking,  abnormal  levels  of 
fats  in  the  blood,  obesity  and  lack  of  regu- 
lar physical  activity.  In  addition,  research 


is  currently  being  conducted  on  the  rela- 
tionship of  stress,  emotional  and  social  sup- 
port. The  risk  factors  for  women  are  simi- 
lar to  those  for  men.  Women  at  any  given 
age  are  generally  at  lower 'risk  of  heart  dis- 
ease than  men  until  they  reach  the  age  of 
65.  After  menopause,  there  is  a  sharp  in- 
crease in  risk,  and  cholesterol  levels  tend 
to  rise. 

Diet,  physical  activity,  and  smoking  ces- 
sation continue  to  surface  as  positive  ways 
to  improve  heart  as  well  as  overall  health 
status.  During  an  orientation  session  for  our 
new  Faith  and  Health  Initiative,  fimded  by 
the  Kate  B.  Reynolds  Charitable  Trust,  we 
were  reminded  that  80%  of  chronic  disease 
is  caused  by  physical  inactivity,  poor  nu- 
trition, and/or  tobacco  use.  As  a  measure 
of  prevention.  The  American  Medical 
Women's  Association  provides  the  follow- 
ing eating  hints: 

10  Heart-Healthy  Eating  Hints 

•  Use  the  new  Nutrition  Facts  label  as  a  tool 

to  make  your  diet  as  heart-healthy  as 
possible.  The  labels  provide  information 
about  calories,  fat  and  sodium. 

•  Keep  in  mind  that  the  advice  to  keep 

calories  from  fat  to  less  than  30  percent 
does  not  apply  to  individual  foods,  but 
to  your  entire  diet  over  a  period  of  a 
week.  ^ 

•  The  body  needs  polyunsaturated  fats 

(essential  fatty  acids)  and  fat-soluble 
vitamins,  therefore,  fats  such  as  liquid 
oils  and  soft  margarine  can  be  included 
in  a  heart-healthy  diet. 

•  Watch  portion  sizes,  particularly  protein. 

For  example,  you  only  need  about  six 
ounces  of  protein  each  day.  Three  ounces 
of  cooked  meat  (protein)  is  about  the  size 
of  a  deck  of  cards. 

•  Try  reducing  yoiu"  intake  of  egg  yolks, 

which  are  high  in  cholesterol.  Consider 
mixing  one  egg  yolk  with  2-3  egg  whites 
to  get  the  flavor  and  volume  of  two  eggs 
without  as  much  cholesterol. 

•  Try  reduced-fat,  low  fat  and  fat-free 

versions  of  your  favorite  foods,  keeping 
in  mind  that  these  foods  contain 
calories,  and  calories  do  count  when  it 
comes  to  maintaining  a  healthy  weight. 
Cooking  sprays  also  can  be  used  to 
reduce  fat  when  pan-frying  or  sauteing. 

•  Vegetables,  grains,  beans,  peas  and  fruit 

are  naturally  low  in  fat,  so  make  them 
the  center  of  the  meal,  and  use  meat  as  a 
side  dish. 

•  When  eating  out,  don't  be  afraid  to  make 

your  special  dietary  requests  known  (for 
example,  ask  that  sauces,  toppings  and 
dressings  be  served  on  the  side). 

•  Look  for  words  that  signal  that  a  food 

might  be  high  in  fat:  buttered,  fried,  pan 
fried,  French  fried,  creamed,  creamy, 
with  gravy,  au  gratin,  scalloped,  rich 
pastry. 

•  Make  the  transition  to  a  new  heart-healthy 

diet  slowly  by  adding  or  replacing  one 
or  two  items  at  a  time  (for  example,  re 
placing  2%  milk  with  skim  milk  and  re 
placing  butter  with  a  reduced-fat 
margarine  product).  It's  the  small 


changes  that  add  up  over  time. 
Increase  Physical  Activity 

The  following  recommendations  are  of- 
fered by  the  American  Heart  Association 
to  make  physical  activity  a  part  of  your 
daily  life: 
At  Home: 

•  Woric  in  the  garden  or  mow  the  grass. 

Using  a  riding  mower  doesn't  count. 
Rake  leaves,  prune,  dig  and  pick  up 
trash. 

•  Go  out  for  a  short  walk  before  breakfast, 

after  dinner  or  both!  Start  with  5-10 
minutes  and  work  up  to  30  minutes. 

•  When  walking,  pick  up  the  pace  from 

leisurely  to  brisk.  Choose  a  hilly  route. 
When  watching  TV,  sit  up  instead  of  ly- 
ing on  the  sofa.  Better  yet,  spend  a  few 
minutes  pedaling  on  your  stationary  bi 
cycle  while  watching  TV.  Throw  away 
your  video  remote  control. 

•  Stand  up  while  talking  on  the  telephone. 

•  Stretch  to  reach  items  in  high  places  and 

squat  or  bend  to  look  at  items  at  floor 
level. 

At  the  office: 

•  Brainstorm  project  ideas  with  a  co-worker 

while  taking  a  walk. 

•  Stand  while  talking  on  the  telephone. 

•  Take  the  stairs  instead  of  the  elevator.  Or 

get  off  a  few  floors  early  and  take  the 
stairs  the  rest  of  the  way. 

•  Walk  down  the  hall  to  speak  with  some 

one  rather  than  using  the  phone. 

•  W£dk  around  your  building  for  a  break 

during  the  workday  or  during  lunch. 

•  Stay  at  hotels  with  fitness  centers  or 

swimming  pools  —  and  use  them  — 
while  on  business  trips. 
At  Play: 
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Warning  Signs 

The  need  for  increased  awareness  and 
immediate  medical  attention  if  the  warn- 
ing signs  of  a  heart  attack  occur,  continue 
to  be  a  major  concern.  The  American  Heart 
Association  reports  that  in  addition  to  the 
classic  signs  of  chest  discomfort  accompa- 
nied by  shortness  of  breath,  pain  in  one  or 
both  arms,  the  black,  neck,  jaw  or  stom- 
ach, women  may  also  have  less  common 
warning  signs.  These  include  a  typical  chest 
pain,  stomach  or  abdominal  pain;  nausea 
or  dizziness,  without  chest  psiin;  shortness 
of  breath  and  difficulty  breathing,  without 
chest  pain;  unexplained  anxiety,  weakness 
or  fatigue;  and  palpitations,  cold  sweats  or 
paleness. 

Churches  and  Employers  Involved  in 
Health  Promotion 

As  members  of  active  health  minister- 
ing congregations,  we  have  a  competitive 
edge.  Increasingly,  the  effectiveness  of  Af- 
rican-American churches  in  conducting 
health  promotion  activities  is  being  recog- 
nized. For  example,  a  Johns  Hopkins  Uni- 
versity study  found  that  church-based  nu- 
trition and  exercise  programs  could  move 
African-American  women  to  adopt 
healthier  habits.  According  to  a  report  of 
the  study  published  in  the  Summer  2001 
issue  of  Public  Health  Reports,  programs 
were  established  in  partnership  with  sixteen 
Baltimore  churches  to  encourage  over  500 
participants  to  lose  weight  and  choose 
healthier  foods.  Women  were  encouraged 
to  exercise  for  at  least  30  minutes,  five  to 


•  Plan  family  outings  and  vacations  that 

include  physical  activity  (hiking, 
swimming,  etc.). 

•  Make  a  date  with  a  friend  and  enjoy  your 

favorite  physical  activities.  Do  them 
regularly. 

•  Play  your  favorite  music  while 

exercising,  something  that  motivates 
you. 

•  When  golfing,  walk  instead  of  using  a  cart. 

•  See  the  sights  in  new  cities  by  walking, 

jogging  or  bicycling. 


seven  days  a  week  and  to  consume  1,200 
to  1 ,800  calories  per  day.  Calorie  intake  was 
to  include  at  least  five  servings  of  fruits  and 
vegetables,  25  grams  of  fiber,  less  than  40 
grams  of  fat,  and  less  than  2,400  milligrams 
of  sodium.  Smoking  cessation  was  also  rec- 
ommended. Findings  revealed  that  women 
who  participated  in  on-site  exercise  and 
dietary  activities  did  much  better  than  those 
assigned  to  self-help  groups.  One  year  af- 
ter the  program  began,  11  of  13  risk  factors 
(Continued  on  page  16) 


A  Black  College  is  not  so  much  a  harvest  ground  as  it  is  a  road  to  Higher 
Ground.  Judith  Boswell  Griffin 

SAVE  THE  DATE 

BLACK  COLLEGE  AWARENESS  DAY 
SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  28, 2002  •  10  A.M.-3  P.M. 
Friendship  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Charlotte,  N.C. 
Dr.  Clifford  A.  Jones  Sr.,  Senior  Minister 

Over  50  Historically  Black  Colleges/Universities 
Financial  Aid  Information  •  High  School  Band  Showcase 
Voter  Registration  •  College  Survival  Rap  Sessions 
ADA/DisabiUties  Information  •  Greek  Displays 
Door  Prizes  and  more... 
For  more  information,  contact  Cathy  Jones  (704)  537-6197 
or  Diane  EUis  (704)  370-5675 
"Servants  Affirming  God's  Word  Globally" 
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FAITH  AND  F ITNESS  •  By  Charolette  H.  Leach,  M.S. 


More  Work  Must  Be  Incorporated  Into  Our  Work 


Prayerfully,  the  New  Year  thus  far  has 
shown  you  nothing  but  blessings  from  the 
Lord!  I  am  grateful  to  our  God  for  allow- 
ing us  his  continued  grace  and  mercy  to  see 
another  year. 

Entering  into  a  New  Year  always  allows 
us  a  time  of  reflection.  What  was  the  pre- 
vious year  like?  Were  we  able  to  accom- 
plish our  goals?  Did  we  grow  in  the  Lord? 
Are  we  closer  to  him  than  we  were  a  year 
ago?  Hopefully,  we  can  answer  yes  to  these 
questions. 

What  about  our  goals  with  regard  to  our 
health?  If  we  did  set  some  goals  for  2001, 
how  did  we  do?  Do  we  feel  healthier  spiri- 
mally,  mentally,  and  physically?  If  we  had 
health  issues  to  be  addressed,  did  we  ad- 
dress them,  or  did  we  ignore  them  with  the 
hope  that  they  would  just  go  away?  And 
now  that  we  are  in  a  new  year,  what  do  we 
want  to  accomplish  this  year?  Remember 
that  improving  our  health  is  a  process  that 
is  ongoing  and  must  always  be  worked  on. 


I  would  like  to  focus  this  "Faith  and 
Fitness"  on  that  word  "WORK."  As  I  con- 
sider the  struggles  that  we  have  with  tak- 
ing steps  to  improve  our  health,  that  4-let- 
ter  word,  seems  to  be  the  culprit.  Improv- 
ing our  health  takes  work.  As  I  pondered 
this  fact,  I  began  to  think  about  God  and 
the  fact  that  he  has  always  intended  for  us 
to  work  from  the  beginning.  Consider  what 
we  read  in  Genesis. 

And  every  plant  of  the  field  before  it 
was  in  the  earth,  and  every  herb  of  the  field 
before  it  grew:  for  the  Lord  God  had  not 
caused  it  to  rain  upon  the  earth,  and  there 
was  not  a  man  to  till  the  ground.  Genesis 
2:5 

And  the  Lord  God  took  the  man,  and 
put  him  into  the  garden  of  Eden  to  dress 
it  and  to  keep  it.  Genesis  2:15 

God  has  always  intended  for  man  to 
work.  Why  is  this  God's  intention?  Because 
we  are  made  in  the  likeness  and  image  of 
God  and  what  did  God  do  from  the  begin- 


ning. He  worked! 

And  on  the  seventh  day  God  ended  his 
work  which  he  had  made;  and  he  rested 
on  the  seventh  day  from  all  his  work  which 
he  had  made.  Genesis  2:2 

We  oftentimes  want  to  focus  on  the  fact 
that  God  rested,  but  lose  sight  of  the  fact 
that  he  worked  and  worked  hard  for  six  days 
prior  to  his  day  of  rest. 

I  do  understand  that  you  may  be  think- 
ing, but  you  do  not  know  what  my  week  is 
Like.  I  do  work,  for  long  hours  for  five  and 
sometimes  six  days  before  my  day  of  rest. 
And  most  of  us  use  Sunday,  the  day  that  is 
to  be  sanctified  to  the  Lord  to  continue  to 
work  at  home  to  prepare  for  the  upcoming 
week.  I  totally  understand  all  of  that. 

I  propose  that  even  in  the  midst  of  aU 
that  we  already  do,  that  we  must  somehow 
incorporate  more  work  into  our  work. 
Why?  Because  taking  control  of  our  health 
and  taking  steps  to  improve  it,  requires 
work.  Working  on  our  spiritual  health  in 
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for  heart  disease  were  significantly  reduced 
in  10  percent  of  the  women. 

Likewise,  employers  are  playing  a  greater 
role  in  changing  the  office  environment  to  en- 
courage physical  activity  in  the  workplace. 
When  you  enter  the  lobby  of  the  Afiican  Ameri- 
can-owned and  operated  North  Carolina  Mu- 
tual Life  Insurance  Company  in  Durham,  North 
Carolina,  a  Uttle  sign  reads:  "Elevators  at 
resL..Stairs  are  best!"  N.C. 

Mutual  became  the  first  company  in  the 
United  States  to  launch  the  Stairwell  Ini- 
tiative with  assistance  from  the  federal  Cen- 
ters for  Disease  Control  and  Prevention 
(CDC).  The  company,  which  has  an  active 
wellness  program  for  its  125  employees, 
was  chosen  because  the  CDC  is  looking  for 
ways  to  close  the  gap  between  heart  dis- 
ease rates  among  blacks  and  whites. 
Other  Resources 

In  observance  of  American  Heart  Month, 


visit  the  women  and  cardiovascular  disease 
website  of  the  American  Heart  Association  at 
www.women.americanheaitorg  The  Associa- 
tion has  developed  a  wallet  card  that  reminds 
women  of  their  risk  factors  and  provides  a  chart 
to  track  progress  in  reducing  risk  factors.  Pa- 
tients and  physicians  can  obtain  the  wallet  card 
by  calling  a  toll-free  number  (888-MY- 
HEART).  As  always,  please  consult  with  your 
physician  for  medical  advice. 

Recipe  of  Month 
Give  your  heart  a  healthy  beat  on  cold  win- 
ter days  with  this  recipe  recommended  by  the 
North  Carolina  Cooperative  Extension  Service. 
Vegetable  Soup 

1  tablespoon  vegetable  oil 

2  cloves  garlic,  minced 

1  cup  low-sodium  chicken  broth 
1  cup  sliced  celery 
1  teaspoon  basil,  crushed 
1/8  teaspoon  pepper 


1/2  cup  water 

1/2  cup  chopped  onion 

1  16  ounce  can  tomatoes  in  juice,  chopped 

1  cup  sliced  carrots  (about  2  mediimi) 

1/4  cup  chopped  fresh  parsley 

1/4  teaspoon  salt 

1  cup  frozen  lima  beans 

In  a  medium  saucepan,  over  medium-high 
heat,  cook  onion  and  garlic  in  hot  oil  about  3 
minutes  or  until  soft,  stirring  frequently.  Add 
tomatoes  with  juice,  chicken  broth,  carrots,  cel- 
ery, parsley,  basil,  salt  and  pepper.  Bring  to  a 
boil. 

Reduce  heat:  cover.  Simmer  about  20 
minutes.  Add  lima  beans  and  water;  bring 
back  to  a  boil.  Reduce  heat  and  simmer 
about  20  minutes  or  until  beans  are  tender. 

This  recipe  yields  six  1-cup  servings. 
Each  serving  has  85  calories,  3  grams  of 
fat,  less  than  1  milHgram  of  cholesterol,  and 
233  milligrams  of  sodium. 


Charolette  H.  Leach,  M.S. 

order  to  remain  in  the  will  of  God,  requires 
work.  We  must  take  time  to  pray  and  to 
meditate  on  the  Word  of  God.  We  must 
make  time  to  become  quiet  to  allow  God  to 
speak  to  our  hearts.  Working  on  our  physi- 
cal health  requires  work.  Plaiming  and  in- 
suring that  we  exercise  at  least  three  times 
per  week  is  not  an  easy  task,  but  because  it 
is  not  easy,  does  not  mean  that  we  do  not 
have  to  do  it.  It  is  not  easy  to  improve  our 
nutritional  health  .  Society  and  our  ttadi- 
tions  and  customs  sometimes  may  make  it 
seem  impossible,  but  that  does  not  give  us 
an  okay  to  continue  putting  what  we  know 
is  not  healthy  for  us  into  our  bodies. 

Why  do  I  propose  that  we  must  incor- 
porate more  work  into  our  work?  Because 
I  know  that  we  will  be  better  off,  if  we  do. 

It  is  a  task  that  requires  each  of  us  to 
examine  ourselves  and  determine  where  we 
are.  Spiritual  growth  is  something  that  we 
should  all  be  striving  for,  as  Christians. 

As  newborn  babes,  desire  the  sincere 
milk  of  the  word,  that  ye  may  grow 
thereby:  If  so  be  ye  have  tasted  that  the 
Lord  is  gracious.  I  Peter  2:2-3 

No  matter  how  long  we  have  walked 
with  the  Lord  or  how  close  we  feel  to  him, 
we  must  desire  to  grow  in  him  as  babies, 
desiring  the  sincere  milk  of  the  word. 

God  desires  a  people  who  can  stand  the  test  i 
and  run  the  race.  God  has  so  much  that  he  wants 
to  do  in  and  through  us.  We  are  called  to  be 
wimesses  everywhere  we  go.  Striving  to  be  as 
healthy  as  possible  is  a  part  of  our  witness. 

Yes,  we  must  incorporate  more  work  into 
our  work.  It  is  difficult  and  may  seem  impos- 
sible, but  if  our  goal  is  to  be  healthy  to  do  the 
work  of  the  Lord,  it  is  essential!  Be  Blessed! ! 

Ten  Star  All  Star 
Basketball  Camp 

Applications  are  now  being  evaluated  for 
TheTaiStarAllStarSummerBasketballCamp.  g 
The  Camp  is  by  Invitation  Only.  Boys  and  Girls  1 
ages  10-19  are  ehgible  to  apply. 

Past  participants  include:  Michael  Jordan, 
Tun  Duncan,  \lnce  Carter,  Jetry  Stackhouse, 
Grant  Hill  and  Antawn  Jamison. 

Players  from  48  states  and  seven  foreign 
countries  attended  the  2(X)1  Can^. 

College  Baskeft)all  SchobrshqK  are  possible 
for  players  selected  to  the  Ail-American  Team. 

Camp  locations  include:  Boiling  Springs, 
N.C,  Hiousand  Oaks,  CaUf.,  Babson  Park,  Fla., 
Gainesville,  Ga,  Champaign,  HI.,  Greencastle, 
Ind,  Dubuque,  Iowa,  Hillsdale,  Michigan,  Saint 
Paul,  Minnesota,  Rochester,  N.Y.,  North  Can- 
ton, Ohio,  Lock  Haven,  Pa,  Bristol,  R.I.,  Ath- 
ens, Tenn.,  Commerce,  Texas,  Blacksbuig,  Va., 
and  Olympia,  Washington. 

There  is  also  a  Team  AU  Star  Camp  for 
School  and  A.A.U.  Teams.  Team  Camp  loca- 
tions include:  Boiling  Springs,  N.C,  Thousand  f 
Oaks,  CaUf.,  Babson  Park,  Fla.,  Greencasde,  I 
Ind.,  Hillsdale,  Michigan,  Lock  Haven,  Pa, 
Blacksbuig,  Va 

For  a  free  bix)chure,  caU  (704)  568-6801 
anytime. 
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The  Use  of  Natural  Health  Cures 


By  James  H.  Carter,  M.D,,  M.Div. 

I  believe  our  African  American  culture 
helps  to  contribute  to  delayed  medical 
evaluations  and  treatments.  I  am  convinced 
that  culture  has  played  a  major  role  with 
regard  to  how,  when  and  where  African 
Americans  seek  medical  attention.  Conse- 
quently, there  are  dreadful  disproportion- 
ate death  rates  in  all  major  categories  of 
diseases  among  African  Americans,  i.e., 
diabetes,  heart  attacks,  strokes  and  suicide 
(often  caused  by  depression).  Consistent 
with  cultural  beUefs,  many  "natural"  medi- 
cines are  preferred  and  used. 

It  is  documented  that  financially  dis- 
advantaged elderly  African  Americans  are 
prone  to  rely  upon  herbs,  turpentine,  rub- 
bing alcohol  and  copper  to  reduce  pains  in 
deformed  arthritic  joints;  treatments  that  are 
not  evidence-based.  I  cannot  help  but  re- 
member that  Hosea,  the  Prophet,  wrote, 
"My  people  are  destroyed  for  a  lack  of 
knowledge"  (Hosea  4:6). 

Today,  we  hear  horror  stories  about 
how  senior  citizens  on  fixed  incomes  must 
choose  between  purchasing  expensive  pre- 
scribed modem  medicines  and  food.  At  the 
present  time.  Medicare  does  not  provide  fi- 
nancial coverage  for  drugs  outside  the  hos- 
pital and  the  American  Association  of  Re- 
tired People  (AARP)  affirms  that  most  eld- 
erly Americans,  regardless  of  race,  simply 
cannot  afford  modem  conventional  medi- 
cine and  therefore  less  expensive,  over-the- 
counter  medicines  and  herbs  maybe  used. 


By  Attorney  General  Roy  Cooper 

The  holiday  season  begins  with 
Thanksgiving  feasts  and  ends  with  the  tra- 
ditional New  Year's  Day  Meal  of  black- 
eyed  peas  and  collards,  with  lots  of  holi- 
day eating  in  between.  It's  not  surprising 
then  that  some  of  us  fmd  that  our  pants  have 
shrunk  around  the  waist.  For  many  people 
the  number  one  New  Year's  resolution  is 
to  lose  weight,  and  you've  probably  noticed 
that  health  clubs  increase  their  advertising 
efforts  this  time  of  year.  But  before  you  pay 
for  the  right  to  exercise  your  body,  exer- 
cise some  caution  in  your  choice  of  a  health 
club. 

At  the  beginning  of  each  year,  my  of- 
fice experiences  a  sharp  increase  in  calls 
from  consumers  whose  health  club  experi- 
ence is  not  working  out.  If  you  are  think- 
ing about  joining  a  health  club,  here  are 
some  things  you  should  keep  in  mind: 

Look  for  Convenience 

Studies  show  that  people  are  more 
likely  to  continue  exercising  if  their  health 
club  is  located  nearby,  so  it's  important  to 
find  a  facility  that  is  convenient  to  either 
your  home  or  office.  When  you  find  a  club 
that  fits  that  description,  take  a  tour  during 
the  hours  you  are  most  likely  to  exercise 
there.  Make  certain  the  equipment  you  in- 
tend to  use  will  be  available  when  you  need 
it,  and  that  it  is  clean  and  well  maintained. 
Look  also  for  a  friendly  staff,  with  the  ap- 
propriate educational  background  and  cer- 
tifications. Some  facilities  have  a  staff 
member  trained  in  Pulmonary  Resuscita- 


Hence,  older  citizens,  especially  older  Af- 
rican Americans  are  at  risk  for  purchasing 
ineffective  remedies. 

The  pubUc  receives  information  about 
herbs  from  a  broad  range  of  sources.  Homes 
are  polluted  with  unsoUcited  mail  making 
ridiculous  claims  about  successful  healings. 
There  are  some  who  present  themselves  as 
"doctors"  and  bash  modem  medicine  with 
such  advertisements  as  "information  about 
your  health,  which  your  doctor  does  not  tell 
you."  It  is  implied  that  modem  medicine 
seeks  to  keep  people  sick:  totally  disregard- 
ing the  tremendous  positive  impact  that 
medicine  has  had  on  the  life  expectancy  of 
humankind.  Diseases  such  as  polio  and 
smallpox  have  almost  been  totally  eradi- 
cated around  the  world  because  of  modem 
medicine.  To  my  dismay,  some  African 
American  radio  stations  permit  advertise- 
ments about  health  concoctions  that  often 
have  not  undergone  rigorous  scientific  re- 
search. These  products  offer  miraculous 
cures  for  a  long  list  of  ills,  including  "the 
shakes,  coUc,  sugar  diabetes,  heart  troubles, 
dropsy,  worriation,  kidney  gravel  and 
swimming  in  the  head."  I  cringe  when  I  hear 
of  African  Americans  suffering  from  insu- 
lin-dependent diabetes  and  receiving  renal 
dialysis  advised  to  abandon  medical  treat- 
ment that  is  evidence-based  in  favor  of  un- 
conventional remedies. 

Americans  spent  nearly  $40  billion  on 
herbs  in  1998,  up  from  $1 .6  biUion  in  1996. 
It  is  estimated  that  in  1997,  7.4  million 


tion  on-site  at  aU  times,  and  some  offer  child 
care  facilities.  Make  sure  that  the  club  you 
choose  has  the  right  combination  of  loca- 
tion, facihties  and  resources  for  your  needs. 
Take  a  Test  Drive 

Once  you  find  a  convenient  facility 
with  all  the  amenities  you  require,  see  if 
they  will  allow  complementary  visits.  Ac- 
tually working  out  for  a  day  or  two  can  pro- 
vide helpful  insights  into  what  the  facility 
is  really  like.  Working  out  will  also  give 
you  an  opportunity  to  ask  current  club 
members  about  the  facility.  And  remember, 
you  can  contact  my  office  to  see  if  any  com- 
plaints have  been  filed  against  the  facility. 
Deflect  Pressure  Sales  Tactics 
The  sales  agent  will  often  try  to  get  you  to 
sign  a  contract  you  really  have  time  to  think 
about  your  decision.  The  most  common  sales 
tactic  is  to  get  you  excited  about  takuig  care  of 
your  body.  He  or  she  may  ask  "Aren't  you  wiH- 
ing  to  invest  in  your  health?"  or  state  that  "Mak- 
ing this  financial  commitment  will  help  you  stay 
motivated." 

But  if  spending  money  would  keep  us 
motivated  there  would  not  be  thousands  of  dis- 
carded exercise  machines  sitting  in  our  homes. 
Make  your  decision  based  on  what  is  best  for 
you,  not  on  the  emotion  of  the  moment  One  of 
the  best  ways  to  avoid  pressure  sales  tactics  is 
to  state  up  fix)nt  that  you  want  to  take  a  copy  of 
the  conduct  home.  Watch  out  for  facilities  that 
will  not  let  you  do  this. 

Pay  Attention  to  your  Contract 
It  is  very  important  to  make  sure  that 
all  verbal  agreements  are  reflected  in  the 


Americans  used  an  extract  from  a  bright 
yellow  flower  called  St.  John's  Wort,  avail- 
able without  prescriptions  at  most  super- 
markets. Research  at  Duke  University  has 
shown  that  St.  John's  Wort  has  potentially 
serious  side  effects  and  is  only  effective 
with  mild  forms  of  depression.  Another  7.3 
million  Americans  during  the  same  year, 
consumed  capsules  from  a  daisy  for  colds 
or  flu-like  symptoms  (Echinacea).  Because 
of  the  rapid  increase,  which  Americans  are 
replacing  or  supplementing  conventional 
medicine  with  herbs,  vitamins,  therapeutic 
touch,  yoga  and  gardening.  Congress  in 
1999  approved  funds  to  establish  the  Na- 
tional Center  for  Complementary  and  Al- 
ternative Medicine. 

Physicians  are  fully  aware  that  many 
of  our  prescribed  medicines  are  intertwined 
with  the  plant  kingdom.  We  know  that 
many  breakthroughs  in  modem  medicine 
resulted  primarily  from  the  study  of  herbs 
and  natural  products.  For  example,  simple 
Aspirins,  Morphine  and  several  antibiotics 
are  derived  directly  from  herbs.  Our  con- 
cem  has  been  and  continues  to  be  that  we 
ask  for  more  research  to  help  us  determine 
the  correct  dosages,  the  length  of  time  that 
these  medicines  may  be  used,  the  side  ef- 
fects, and  the  combined  use  of  modem 
medicines  and  herbs.  Yet,  there  is  the 
misperception  that  all  herbs  are  "natural" 
and  therefore  they  must  be  good. 

Contamination  of  herbal  products  with 
toxic  compounds  has  been  reported,  par- 


final  written  version  of  your  contract.  So  if 
your  sales  agent  offers  3  months  free,  make 
certain  it  is  included  in  the  contract.  Pay 
particular  attention  to  the  length  of  your 
contract.  You  may  want  to  consider  a  short- 
term  contract  This  will  help  you  to  avoid  the 
common  mistake  of  signing  a  two  or  three  year 
contract  and  then  only  working  out  for  a  couple 
of  months.  Under  North  Carolina  law  the  con- 
tract cannot  be  longer  than  three  years. 

Some  consumers  have  complained  about 
contracts  that  are  automatically  renewed,  or  that 
require  the  consumer  to  take  time-consuming 
steps  to  keep  a  contract  from  being  renewed. 
These  include  bringing  written  documentation 
to  the  club  in  person.  Before  you  sign  on  the 
dotted  line,  ask  if  your  contract  really  expires 
after  a  certain  period  of  time  or  if  it  allows  the 
club  the  right  to  renew  it  unless  you  specifically 
ask  them  not  to  do  so.  If  it  does  and  you  don't 
want  an  automatic  renewal,  consider  negotiat- 
ing with  the  health  club  to  remove  that  provi- 
sion. 

North  Carolina  law  requires  that  you 
be  given  a  copy  of  your  contract,  and  if  the 
club  requires  you  to  pay  money  more  than 
3 1  days  in  advance,  the  contract  must  in- 
clude the  following.  "You  the  buyer,  may 
cancel  the  contract  at  any  time  prior  to 
midnight  of  the  third  business  day  after 
the  date  of  this  contract.  To  cancel,  you 
must  notify  the  seller  in  writing  not  later 
than  midnight  of.  " 

Your  Club  may  expire  before  your 
Membership  does.  If  your  facility  closes,  con- 
tact my  Consumer  Protection  Division  at  919- 


Dr.  James  Carter 


ticularly  with  Chinese  herbs.  Some  herbal 
plants  contain  substances  (flavonoids)  that 
have  been  associated  with  hemolytic  ane- 
mia, chronic  diarrhea  and  colitis.  In  fact, 
herbal  tea  from  the  Valerian  root  has  been 
reported  to  cause  acute  hepatitis. 

Finally,  the  intent  of  this  article  is  to  en- 
courage patients  to  share  with  tiieir  physicians, 
information  about  all  over-the-counter  medi- 
cines, including  herbs  and  vitamin  supplements 
they  are  taking.  This  information  places  physi- 
cians in  a  better  position  to  inform  our  patients 
about  the  benefits,  risks  and  side  effects  of  herbal 
preparations  and  to  avoid  prescribing  medica- 
tions that  may  contiibute  to  dmg  interactions. 
Even  when  the  physician  fails  to  ask  about  herbal 
or  complementary/alternative  medicines,  it  is 
always  in  the  patient's  best  interest  to  be  as  can- 
did as  possible  with  this  information. 





Attorney  General  Roy  Cooper 


716-6000.  My  ofiQce  may  be  able  to  help  you 
get  part  or  sometimes  all  of  your  money  re- 
funded from  the  facility's  bond  or  letter  of  credit 
if  you  paid  for  services  in  advance. 

Health  clubs  are  a  great  way  for  many  of 
us  to  get  healthy,  and  to  achieve  and  maintain 
the  shape  we  want  for  ourselves.  But  sometimes, 
instead  of  helping  us  to  relieve  stress,  they  can 
be  a  cause  of  stress.  Choosing  well  and  doing 
your  homework  before  you  sign  a  contract  can 
help  you  get  a  positive  return  for  your  health 
club  doUar 

Attorney  General  Roy  Cooper  and  his  staff 
work  from  January  through  December  to  help 
consumers  make  smart  choices.  We  are  here  to 
be  of  service  when  you  need  us,  but  through 
consumer  education  efforts  like  these  columns 
we  hope  to  help  North  Carolinians  avoid  prob- 
lems from  the  start. 

Note  to  editors:  This  is  one  in  a  series  of 
columns  that  the  Attorney  General  is  distrib- 
uting to  educate  consumers.  If  you  have  ques- 
tions or  would  like  to  receive  ftiture  columns 
via  e-mail  instead  of  U.S.  mail,  please  con- 
tact Catherine  Nickalson  at  (919)  716-6409 
or  cnnick@mafl.jus.state.ncus 


New  Yearns  Resolution: 

Make  Your  Health  Club 
Experience  Workout  For  You 
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Keeping  His  Dream  Alive  in  the  Midst  of  an  Absent  Audience ! 


By  Rev,  Wayne  M.  Weathers,  M.Div. 
Pastor, 

Morehead  Avenue  Baptist  Church 

While  traveling  on  a  spiritual  journey 
one  day,  I  received  some  inspiration  to  write 
about  the  importance  of  keeping  the  legacy 
of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  alive,  hi  or- 
der to  write  this  article,  I  had  to  reflect  on 
the  controversial  commercial  with  Dr.  King 
dehvering  His  speech  to  an  absent  audience. 
In  order  to  help  the  reader  understand  the 
importance  of  teaching  our  children  about 
his  dream  and  why  it  must  continue  to  stay 
ahve,  we  must  think  about  the  true  signifi- 
cance of  the  commercial.  Many  have  ar- 
gued that  the  King  family  has  exploited  the 
image  of  one  of  our  slain  soldiers  to  make 
a  profit.  But  if  you  would  bare  with  me  for 
just  a  moment,  I  found  a  deep  message  in 
this  commercial  that  gave  me  a  spiritual 
motivation  to  challenge  the  church,  lead- 
ers, and  the  community  to  continue  to  fight 
to  ensure  that  his  dream  remain  alive. 

Think  about  the  content  of  this  com- 
mercial very  carefully.  Dr.  King  is  dehver- 
ing his  1963  "/  Have  A  Dream"  speech  to 
a  2001  audience  that  is  not  there.  What  is 
the  message  that  God  could  be  sending?  As 
Dr.  King  is  dehvering  his  I  Have  a  Dream 
speech  in  the  year  2001,  the  audience  of 
affirmative  action  is  gone;  the  audience  of 
racial  harmony  is  gone;  the  audience  of 
equaUty  and  justice  is  gone;  the  audience 
to  ensure  that  every  American  regardless 
of  race,  creed,  and  color  has  an  opportu- 
nity to  receive  the  blessings  of  the  Ameri- 


can dream  is  gone.  Also,  the  clergy  and  the 
congregation  are  gone.  When  I  look  at  this 
commercial,  I  am  led  to  beheve  that  every- 
thing that  this  drum  major  of  justice  tried 
to  achieve  would  soon  be  gone. 

Secondly,  I  was  able  to  observe  that 
the  strategies  used  in  1963  to  achieve  this 
dream  have  become  ineffective  in  the  year 
2001.  We  are  living  in  a  generation  where 
young  kids  would  rather  lose  their  hves  to 
wear  the  right  colors  instead  of  losing  their 
lives  to  have  a  right  to  vote.  Some  people 
have  become  disenchanted  with  the  pohti- 
cal  system  such  that  they  do  not  have  any 
motivation  to  register  and  vote.  The  rate  of 
justified  slavery  has  developed  in  this  coun- 
try that  has  caused  many  of  our  brothers 
and  sisters  (many  by  their  own  decision)  to 
become  enslaved  for  many  years,  some  for 
the  rest  of  their  hves. 

Many  people  have  lost  their  vision  of 
hope,  faith,  and  love.  Others  have  given  up 
on  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  church.  From 
this  observation,  I  was  able  to  identify  that 
the  absent  audience  did  not  only  consist 
of  people  who  use  to  believe  in  the  dream, 
but  the  absent  audience  also  includes  the 
congregation  and  God's  church. 

Where  do  we  go  from  here? 

hi  order  to  continue  hving  the  legacy 
of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  we  have  to 
stop  focusing  on  the  problems  and  start 
developing  solutions.  When  we  look  at  the 
contents  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
dream,  we  have  to  understand  that  Dr.  King 
developed  his  dream  as  a  solution  to  a  prob- 


lem. Many  conservatives  have  sensation- 
alized and  dismantled  this  dream.  They 
have  distorted  the  contents  of  what  Dr.  King 
was  trying  to  achieve.  They  would  rather 
focus  on  the  fact  that  Dr.  King  was  trying 
to  hve  in  a  color-bhnd  society;  however, 
this  dream  was  written  when  people  chose 
to  hve  according  to  racial  and  color  focus 
hfestyle.  Before  Dr.  King  arrived  at  his 
dream,  he  illustrated  the  problems  of  racial 
injustices  that  have  been  occurring  for 
many  years  in  this  country.  Dr.  King,  not 
only  identified  the  problem,  but  also  de- 
veloped a  solution. 

Keeping  his  dream  away  from  an 
absent  audience: 

In  order  for  us  to  ensure  that  his  dream 
is  not  spoken  to  an  absent  audience,  we 
have  to  develop  solutions  that  ensure  that 
his  dream  hves.  Solutions  will  be  devel- 
oped when  we  are  wiUing  to  leave  our  ar- 
eas of  comfort  and  meet  people  where  they 
are.  This  is  why  a  lot  of  people  have  be- 
come disenchanted  with  the  dream  and  the 
church.  When  January  15  comes,  many 
people  across  the  country  congregate  to 
hold  hands  singing,  "We  Shall  Over  Come." 
But  from  my  observation,  we  have  been 
doing  too  much  singing  and  not  enough 
work.  When  holding  hands  and  singing  we 
shall  overcome  has  become  the  norm,  we 
have  become  ineffective  because  our  en- 
ergy is  generated  in  the  tradition  of  hold- 
ing hands  instead  of  using  them  to  fight  for 
equahty  and  justice.  Holding  hands  will  not 
help  our  brothers  and  sisters  who  are  hv- 


ing in  the  wealthiest  country  in  the  world, 
but  are  one  footstep  away  from  becoming 
bankrupt  and  hving  in  poverty.  We  have 
to  move  away  from  singing,  we  shall 
overcome  and  move  towards  developing 
solutions  for  overcoming.  Classism  and 
racism  have  developed  into  a  new  form  of 
discrimination  placing  moderates,  conser- 
vatives, and  hberals  against  each  other.  As 
this  fighting  continues  to  escalate,  we  be- 
come imprisoned  with  the  tradition  of  the 
dream  and  ineffective  at  applying  the  dream 
to  our  daily  lives. 

A  danger  for  the  church: 

This  is  a  danger  for  the  church.  It  is 
good  to  sing  about  the  goodness  of  Jesus; 
however  the  goodness  of  Jesus  is  ineffec- 
tive if  the  only  place  we  could  sing  about 
His  goodness  is  in  the  four  comers  of  the 
church.  An  absent  audience  results  when 
a  message  is  delivered  and  people  could 
care  less  about  the  content. .  If  we  don't 
take  the  time  to  teach  our  children  and  con- 
gregation about  the  dream  and  the  compo- 
nents orchestrated  by  Dr.  King,  these  bless- 
ings wiU  soon  be  denied. 

May  the  blessings  of  our  Saviour 
be  with  you  all  for  the  kind  of  things  you 
do.  I  thank  God  for  the  past  twenty  five 
years  of  serving  small  rural  churches  in 
Wake  County,  who  has  given  directly  to 
Shaw  Divinity  as  well  to  the  University 
through  the  General  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention through  its  unified  program.  I 
look  forward  to  working  in  the  future. 


From  the  Moderator 
of  Moderator's  Committee 

What  Comes  First! 


Grace  and  Peace  to  all  of  you,  my  brothers 
and  sisters! 

Some  months  ago,  I  wrote  an  article 
on  incorporation  and  another  one  on  con- 
stitution and  bylaws.  Since  that  time  many 
of  you  have  called  and  suggested  that  you 
were  in  the  process  of  incorporating  your 
church  or  you  were  beginning  to  work  on 


bylaws  for  your  church.  Of  course,  the  one 
thing  I  failed  to  say  in  the  articles  for  those 
who  felt  it  necessary  to  incorporate  and/or 
prepare  bylaws,  was  which  one  I  believe 
you  should  prepare  first.  Let  me  now  sug- 
gest to  you,  that  before  you  began  prepar- 
ing any  documents  that  will  have  legal 
ramifications  for  your  church,  you  need  to 


first  consult  an  attorney  for  some  legal  ad- 
vice. My  purpose  in  these  articles  is  to  hft 
up  issues  and  not  give  advice.  The  fact  that 
they  are  "issues"  suggests  they  need  dis- 
cussion and  there  are  pros  and  cons. 

Now  having  said  the  above,  something 
occurred  many  months  ago  in  one  of  our 
churches  that  gave  me  great  concern.  A 
minister  called  me  to  inform  me  that  one 
of  his  members  called  a  meeting  of  the 
church  to  discuss  a  financial  issue  that  they 
had  been  struggling  with  for  some  time.  The 
minister  thought  this  was  improper  and 
called  me  to  enhst  my  opinion.  I  told  the 
minister  that  I  thought  that  was  not  proper 
and  that  the  individual  member  did  not  have 
the  right  to  make  that  decision.  Of  course 
at  a  later  time,  I  was  informed  that  the  mem- 
ber had  contacted  an  attorney  who  advised 
him  that  as  a  member  of  the  incorporated 
church,  he  had  a  right  to  caU  a  meeting. 
Now  I  am  not  here  to  take  issue  with  the 
attorney  and  the  advice  given  may  be  true. 
However,  I  do  know  that  if  this  is  the  case, 
then  something  has  gone  wrong  because  in 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church  no  one  other 
than  the  Pastor  has  the  right  to  call  a  meet- 
ing of  the  entire  congregation,  unless  some 
written  provisions  are  made  otherwise. 

What  I  discovered  was  that  the  church 
was  incorporated  but  they  had  no  bylaws. 
This  brings  me  to  "what  comes  first."  I  re- 
member growing  up  and  being  asked  the 
question,  "what  comes  first,  the  chicken  or 
the  egg."  It  was  a  fascinating  question  then, 
but  having  matured  and  in  Christ,  I  now 
believe  I  know  the  answer.  Now  please 
don't  ask  me  to  give  you  the  answer.  But 
back  to  the  church  I  beheve  the  bylaws  are 
the  first  thing  your  church  should  prepare. 
Please  note  that  the  Bible  is  always  your 
best  source  and  that  you  should  not  hesi- 
tate to  incorporate  Biblical  principles  in 
your  bylaws.  If  your  church  has  moved  in 
the  direction  of  incorporating,  please  pre- 
pare your  bylaws  before  incorporating  the 


Rev.  James  W.  Smith,  J.D. 


church.  Bylaws  show  your  organizational 
structure,  how  the  church  is  to  function, 
duties  of  officers,  who  can  call  meetings 
and  many  other  things  that  the  church 
wishes*  to  include.  Then  once  the  church 
decides  to  incorporate,  the  bylaws  would 
determine  these  church  issues.  Please,  do 
not  put  the  cart  before  the  horse. 

If  you  wish  our  services  in  any  way, 
please  contact  us  at  the  following: 
James  W.  Smith,  JD 
146  Presidents  Drive 
Durham,  NC  27704 
(919)479-0501 
Email:  Jsniith9450@aol.com 
Rev.  WJ.  Cox 
107  Gray  Street 
Goldsboro,  NC  27534 
(919) 751-9899 
Dr.  Joshua  J.  Haire  Jr. 
PO.  Box  53803 
Fayetteville,  NC  28305 
(910)  323-1508 


A  NEW  BOOK 
"Those  Lumber  ton  Preachers" 
Rev.  Dr.  Howard  D.  Davis  Sr. 

This  book  chronicles  the  life  and  ministries  of  16  students  the  author 

taught  in  high  school  who  became  ministers. 
Their  success,  multi-denominationalism,  the  fact  that  three  females. 

($11.25  per  copy) 

Second  Printing  of 

''Glimpses  of  General  Baptist  Pastor'' 

Rev.  Dr.  Howard  D.  Davis  Sr. 
A  candid  look  at  joys  and  sorrows  of  Pastoral  Ministry. 
Story  of  a  few  mainline  GBSC  pators  who  founded  new 

churches  successfully. 
For  copies  send  a  check  or  money  order  for  $11.25  to: 
Route  7,  Box  549,  Georgetown,  S.C.  29440 
Return  mail  guaranteed! 
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From  the  Office  of  Institutional 
and  Specialized  Ministries 


Rev.  Michael  R.  Smith  Sr. 


Calling  All  GBSC  Churches  To  Get  Involved 

"...Redeeming  the  time  because  the  days  are  evil."  Ephesians  5:16 


As  chairman  of  this  ministry,  I  sense 
the  most  important  need  facing  us  is  for 
more  GBSC  churches  to  become  more  in- 
volved in  the  area  of  crime  and  incarcera- 
tion ministry.  In  2001 ,  The  OISM  took  time 
to  plan  the  strategy  and  leadership  for 
equipping  GBSC  churches.  This  year  we 
move  to  phase  two:  equipping  churches  for 
this  ministry.  The  OISM  is  structured  now 
with  ministry  coordinators  in  our  four  ar- 
eas of  outreach.  I  am  assisted  in  this  minis- 
try by  Co-chairman,  Rev.  Jeff  Locus  (Chap- 
lain-Pamlico  Correctional  Center).  Rev. 
Locus  and  I  wUl  provide  oversight  in  work- 
ing with  our  coordinators  (see  OISM  lead- 
ership). I  am  calling  on  all  pastors  and 
moderators  to  let  us  equip  your  churches 
and  associations  to  get  involved  in  this  great 
work.  The  MLK,  Jr.  banquet  keynote 
speaker.  Dr.  Benjamin  S.  Ruff  in  spoke 
about  "moving  the  stone"  that  hinders  our 
response  to  crime  and  incarceration  in  this 
state.  We  can  no  longer  ignore  or  deal  with 
this  crisis  as  we  have  in  the  past.  My  goal 
as  Chairman  is  to  see  the  crime  and  incar- 
ceration crisis  in  our  state  become  a  major 
objective  of  this  convention,  no  longer  a 
committee  level  issue.  With  32,000  iimiates 
in  our  state  prisons,  and  over  20,000  Afri- 
can-Americans, when  we  will  wake  up  to 
the  crisis  imphcations  this  is  having  on  our 
families,  communities  and  churches.  2002 


is  the  year  of  equipping  our  churches  for 
an  effective  response.  Join  us  in  the  battle 
to  reach,  reconcile  and  restore  broken 
Uves! 

OISM  STRATEGY  TO  EQUIP  GBSC 

CHURCHES  IN  2002 
(1)  AT-RISK  YOUTH  (2)  IN-PRISON 
(3)  VICTIMS  OF  CRIME 
(4)  AFTERCARE  MINISTRY 
(First  pray  about  which  area  of 
ministry  the  Lord  is  directing  you 
toward) 

4.  The  most  effective  way  to  equip  our 
churches  is  through  the  associations.  There- 
fore, it  is  imperative  for  all  GBSC  modera- 
tors to  schedule  OISM  training  during  your 
respective  annual  training  times.  Interested 
churches  can  receive  the  training  at  one 
time  and  unite  in  a  "team  response."  The 
"team  response"  wiU  ensure  more  resources 
to  work  with  and  no  one  person  or  church 
doing  the  ministry  alone.  We  must  respond 
with  a  united  effort,  not  just  one  church  or 
one  person.  Pastors  should  select  persons 
in  their  congregations  who  have  the  gifts 
and  calling  to  this  area  of  ministry  to  be 
trained. 

2.  The  OISM  will  provide  training  op- 
portunities during  GBSC  Mid- Year  and  An- 
nual Sessions. 

3.  The  2nd  Annual  Crime  &  Incarcera- 
tion Conference  is  scheduled  for  Septem- 


ber 27-28,  2002.  The  place  will  be  an- 
nounced very  soon.  Prepare  now  to  attend. 
4.  The  OISM  Coordinators  are  authorized 
to  conduct  training  and  will  be  responsible 
for  coordinating  training  and  educating 
churches  around  the  state. 


Rev.  Michael  R.  Smith  Sr. 

CONTACT:  GBSC  HEADQUARTERS 

@  800-639-GBSC 
OISM  Chairman  Michael  R.  Smith  Sr. 
@  Office  919-575-3900  x6203  or  919-575- 
4541  x4300  E-mail  mrsmith@bop.gov 


OISM  SELECTS  MINISTRY  LEADERS  FOR  2002 

Chairman  Michael  R.  Smith  aimounced  at  the  GBSC  134th  Aimual  Session  in 
AsheviUe,  N.C.,  the  persons  who  would  lead  the  four  major  components  of  this 
ministry.  These  persons  will  serve  as  OISM  coordinators  in  helping  GBSC  churches 
become  more  knowledgeable  and  better  equipped  at  responding  to  crime  and  incar- 
ceration. 

Rev.  Jeffrey  B.  Locus, 
Co-Chairman 

Chaplain,  Pamlico  Correctional  Institution,  Bayboro,  N.C. 
COORDINATORS  OF  AT-RISK  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 
Rev.  Michael  Pope,  Associate  —  Oak  City  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
Rev.  Wavey  Williams,  Associate  —  Springfield  Memorial  Baptist  Church, 

Gastonia,  N.C. 
COORDINATORS  OF  IN-PRISON  MINISTRIES 
Chaplain  Betty  Brown  —  North  Carolina  Correctional  Institution  for  Women, 

Raleigh,  N.C. 

Wright  Cadwell  —  First  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
COORDINATORS  OF  AFTERCARE  MINISTRIES 

Rev.  Carolyn  Brown,  Associate  —  North  End  Baptist  Church,  Rocky  Mount, 

N.C. 

Paul  Bridgers  —  First  Baptist  Church,  Goldsboro,  N.C. 


SHAW  UNIVERSITY  NEWS 


29th  Annual  Ministers '  Conference 
Slated  For  March  18-20th 


Markyour  calendar  for  March  18-20, 2002. 
These  are  dates  for  the  29th  Annual  Alexander/ 
Pegues  Ministers'  Conference  held  each  year  at 
Shaw  University  Divinity  School.  Dr.  Talbert 
O.  Shaw  is  president  of  Shaw  University,  and 
Dr.  James  T.  Roberson  Jr.,  is  Dean  of  the  Divin- 
ity School 

"Our  Best  Conference  Yet" 

Dr.  Rudolph  Tripp,  Director  of  Continuing 
Education  states,  "We  are  believing  God  for  the 
best  conference  ever.  Plans  are  falling  into  place. 
We  have  already  confirmed  our  preachers,  lec- 
tures, and  choirs.  The  confoence  planning  com- 
mittee is  excited  already." 

2002  Conference  Preachers 

Conference  preachers  include  Rev.  Dr. 
Gardner  C.  Taylor  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  Rev. 
Dr.  James  Forbes  Jr.,  pastor  of  the  Riverside 
Church  in  New  York,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Trinette 
McCray  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  president  of  the 
Amoican  Baptist  Convention,  with  headquar- 
ters in  Valley  Forge,  Pa.  Dr.  Forbes  will  also 
serve  as  Conference  Lecturer,  featuring  his  book 
"Preaching  in  the  Holy  Spirit. " 

New  Conference  Highlights 

This  year's  conference  will  expand  its  late 
ni^t  worship  service  fi^om  one  to  two  nights 
— Monday  and  Tuesday  at  8:30  p.m  On  Mon- 
day night  Evangelist  and  Pastor  Shirley  Caesar, 
pastor  of  Ml  Calvary  Word  of  Faith  Church 
and  her  choir  and  congregation  will  conduct  the 


Dr.  Rudolph  Tripp 
Director  of  Continuing  Education 

worship  service.  On  Ibesday  night,  Shaw  Uni- 
versity Divinity  School  alumnus  Rev.  Dr. 
George  Jackson  Jr.,  pastor  of  Citadel  of  Faith 
Christian  Fellowship  of  Thomasville,  N.C,  his 
choir  and  congregation  will  conduct  the  service. 
In  these  late  night  services,  music  of  commu- 
nity choirs  and  high  school  gospel  choirs  in  this 
area  will  also  be  featured. 

•  Early  Morning  prayer  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  mornings  at  6:30  a.m. 

•  Ecumenical  Holy  Communion  after 
Wednesday's  closing  worship  service  at  3  p.m 

This  is  a  conference  you  will  not  want  to 
miss!! 


Highlights  of 
SHAW  UNIVERSITY  DIVINITY  SCHOOL 
Annual  Ministers'  Conference  •  March  18-20, 2002 


Monday,  March  18 


8  a.m.Registration 


1  p.m.  Plenary  Session 

2  p.m.  Music  Workshop, 
Dr.  James  Abbington 


7  p.m.  Worship  Service 
Dr.  James  Forbes 

Riverside  Baptist,  NYC 


Tuesday,  March  19 

6:30  a.m. 

Early  Morning  Prayer 

8  a.m.  Registratoin 

9  a.m.  Lecture 
Dr.  James  Forbes, 
Author 

Preaching  and  the 
Holy  Spirit 


3  p.m.  Worship  Service/ 

Alumnus 
Rev.  Daniel  W.  Lilly 
President,  Alumni  Assoc. 


7  p.m.  Worship  Service 
Dr.  Gardner  Taylor 


8:30  PM.  Late  Night  Service 


Wednesday,  March  20th 

6:30  a.m. 

Early  Morning  Prayer 

8  a.m.  Registration 

9  a.m.  Lecture 

Dr.  James  Forbes, 
Author 

Preaching  and  the  Holy  Spirit 


3  p.m.  Worship  Service 
Rev.  IVinette  McCray 

American  Baptist  Convention 

Ecumenical  Holy  Communion 
Dr.  Quincy  Scott  Jr. 


8:30  p.m.  Late  Night 
Service 

Evangelist  Rev.  George  Jackson 

Shirley  Caesar  Citadel  of  Faith,  Thomasville,  N.C. 

Mt.  Calvary,  Raleigh,  NC 
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NEWS  AROUND  THE  GLOBE 


Congresswoman  Maxine  Waters  Named 
Spokesperson  for  Black  HIV/AIDS  Awareness  Day 


Submitted  by  Carol  J.  Smith 
Associate  Editor 

U.S.  Rep.  Maxine  Waters,  D-Calif.,  has 
been  named  one  of  the  spokespersons  to 
endorse  and  help  publicize  Feb.  7, 2002  as 
National  Black  HTV/AIDS  Awareness  Day. 

As  a  spokesperson.  Waters  will  make 
personal  appearances  and  speak  with  jour- 
nalists to  promote  the  event  and  raise 
awareness  about  the  HIV/AIDS  epidemic, 
which  is  ravaging  the  African  American 
community.  She  joins  an  impressive  Ust  of 
Black  leaders,  including  radio  show  host 
Tom  Joyner,  and  NAACP  Presidential 
Kweisi  Mfume,  who  have  also  signed  on 
as  National  Black  HIV/AIDS  Awareness 
Day  spokespersons. 

Feb.  7, 2002  will  be  the  second  annual 
observance  of  National  Black  HIV/ AIDS 
Awareness  Day,  a  nationwide  cormnunity 
mobilization  effort  to  emphasize  the  HTV/ 
AIDS  "State  of  Emergency"  among  Afri- 
can Americans.  The  objectives  of  National 


Black  HTV/AIDS  Day  are:  to  get  educated 
about  HIV/AIDS,  to  get  tested  and  to  get 
involved  in  advocating  for  the  resources  to 
fight  the  disease. 

"The  HTV/AIDS  epidemic  is  having  a  se- 
vere impact  on  our  nation,"  Waters  said.  "Rais- 
ing awareness  through  educational  outreach 
programs  is  only  one  of  many  crucial  steps 
needed  to  counter  this  horrific  illness.  I'm 
pleased  to  play  a  role  in  this  initiative. 

National  Black  HIV/ AIDS  Awareness 
Day  will  target  14  major  cities:  Atlanta, 
Baltimore,  Dallas,  Detroit,  Chicago,  Hous- 
ton, Los  Angeles,  Miami,  New  Orleans, 
New  York,  Oakland,  Philadelphia,  Rideigh- 
Durham  and  Washington,  DC.  Represen- 
tatives in  each  of  the  14  target  cities  will 
hold  events  such  as  press  conferences,  town 
meetings  and  rallies.  Additionally,  free  HTV 
testing  will  be  offered  on  Feb.  7. 

Waters,  serving  her  fourth  term  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  is  considered  by 
many  to  be  the  most  powerful  Black  woman 


Killens  Forms  Exploratory 
Committee  ForN.C.  House 


Alexander  Killens,  a  well-known 
Democratic  Party  political  leader  from 
Southeast  Raleigh,  has  formed  an  explor- 
atory committee  to  run  for  the  North  Caro- 
lina House  of  Representatives.  Killens  will 
seek  the  Democratic  Party's  nomination  in 
NC  House  District  33  to  replace  Represen- 
tative Dan  Blue,  who  is  running  for  the 
United  State  Senate. 

Killens,  a  former  Commissioner  of  the 
State  Division  of  Motor  Vehicles  under 
Governor  Jim  Hunt,  said  he  wiU  focus  on 
the  key  issues  impacting  the  African  Ameri- 
can district.  "Improving  our  schools,  in- 
creasing our  employment  opportunities  and 
enhancing  the  continued  growth  and  devel- 
opment of  Southeast  Raleigh  will  be  my 
number  one  priority.  We  must  make  sure 
our  workforce  is  prepared  to  meet  the  chal- 
lenges of  a  new  world  economy.  We  must 
have  the  very  best  education  system  to  help 
our  young  people  get  the  training  they  will 
need  to  be  productive  and  successful  citi- 
zens," Killens  said. 

"Our  cormnunity  needs  a  voice  who 
understands  the  governmental  process  and 
can  step  into  a  leadership  role  immediately. 
Dan  Blue  will  leave  some  big  shoes  to  fill. 
I  believe  1  am  the  candidate  who  has  the 
skills,  vision  and  leadership  qualities  to 


serve  District  33  in  the  North  Carolina 
House  of  Representatives,"  Killens  said. 

"As  your  public  servant,  I  will  work 
vigorously  to  be  your  consensus  builder  — 
helping  our  district  and  state  deal  with  the 
complex  issues  that  will  cut  across  all  gov- 
ernmental entities,"  Killens  added . 

Killens  said  infrastructure  will  be  an- 
other major  issue  facing  his  district.  "As  a 
state  we  must  invest  more  into  our  roads, 
highways  and  pubUc  transportation  system. 
If  there  is  going  to  be  a  new  Ught  rail  sys- 
tem built  for  the  City  of  Raleigh,  1  will  work 
as  your  public  servant  untiringly  to  make 
sure  that  District  33  has  a  strong  voice  ad- 
vocating our  needs  and  making  sure  that 
Southeast  Raleigh  is  a  part  of  the 
inclusionary  process.  1  will  work  to 
strengthen  our  communities  in  Wake 
County  and  North  Carolina." 

"The  cormnunity  is  aware  of  the  pre- 
vious investigation  and  charges  surround- 
ing my  public  service.  They  all  are  aware 
of  the  nature  of  these  political  charges  and 
understand  that  they  had  no  basis.  There- 
fore, and  notwithstanding,  many  leaders 
and  constituents  in  the  district  and  in  the 
African  American  community  have  asked 
me  to  consider  this  candidacy,"  Killens  said. 
"I  am  now  starting  that  process." 


High  Point's  Women's  Auxiliary 
Hosted  By  Morning  Star  Baptist  Church 


Reporter,  Mrs.  Mattie  Walker 

Our  Holiday  Fellowship,  spearheaded 
by  the  High  Point  Woman's  Auxiliary,  was 
hosted  by  Morning  Star  Baptist  Church, 
Winston-Salem,  NC.  Key  note  Preacher 
was,  Man  of  the  Year,  Rev.  Donald  L. 
Sailey. 

The  Dinner  was  prepared  by  the 
Woman's  AuxiUary  Officers  and  Presidents, 
and  the  host  Church  served.  The  dinner 
consisted  of  all  the  traditional  Holiday 


Foods  and  some  extras. 

The  members  of  the  Association 
brought  cans  of  food  items  to  be  given  to 
charity.  Each  year  a  different  county  is  cho- 
sen. This  year  it  was  Forsyth  County.  Food 
was  given  to  Crisis  Control,  Battered 
Women,  Soup  Kitchen  and  Salvation  Army. 
This  is  only  one  of  several  charity  func- 
tions, that  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  spear- 
heads. President  Nancy  Perry  has  initiated 
a  few  more  for  the  coming  year. 


in  American  poUtics  today.  She  has  gained 
a  reputation  as  a  fearless  and  outspoken 
advocate  for  women,  children,  people  of 
color,  and  poor  people.  On  a  wide  range  of 
issues  —  economic  development  and  po- 
lice brutality,  veterans'  concerns,  and  in- 
ternational affairs  —  Waters  can  be  found 
on  the  cutting  edge. 

Throughout  her  25  years  of  public  ser- 
vice. Waters  has  been  on  the  cusp  of  tack- 
ling difficult  and  often  controversial  issues. 
She  has  combined  her  strong  legislative  and 
public  policy  acumen  and  high  visibility  in 
Democratic  Party  activities  with  an  unusual 
abiUty  to  do  grassroots  and  organizing. 

National  Black  HIV/AIDS  Awareness 
Day  is  a  project  of  the  Conununity  Capacity 
Building  Coalition  (CCBQ — a  coalition  of 
national  oi^anizations  funded  by  the  Cen- 
ters for  Disease  Control  (CDQ  through  the 
National  Minority  AIDS  initiative  to  provide 
capacity  building  assistance  to  community- 
based  organizations  and  stakeholders  in- 


William  Christopher  Campbell 

Congratulations! 
Eagle  Scout 
Award 

Submitted  By  Walter  Taylor 
Scoutmaster  LaGrange  Boy  Scout 
Troop  #114 

William  Christopher  Campbell  of 
LaGrange,  NC  will  be  presented  the  Eagle 
Scout  Award  on  Saturday,  January  19, 2002, 
1  p.m.  The  ceremony  will  be  held  at  the 
LaGrange  Rotary  Building,  201  South 
Caswell  Street,  LaGrange,  NC.  His  Eagle 
Scout  Leadership  Project  consisted  of  renovat- 
ing the  LaGrange  Athletic  Field  Chris  is  a  mem- 
ber of  LaGrange  Boy  Scout  Troop  #114,  and 
Walter  Taylor  as  the  Scoutmaster.  He  is  the  son 
of  WiUette  Campbell  of  LaGrange  and  Wattie 
Rhoda  of  Mount  Olive,  NC. 

Chris  is  a  freshman  at  Eastern  Wayne 
High  School,  Goldsboro,  NC,  where  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Student  Government  As- 
sociation, Future  Business  Leaders  of 
America,  Renaissance  Club,  Football  Team 
and  Varsity  Basketball  Team. 

Chris  is  active  in  his  church.  Rouse's 
Chapel  Missionary  Baptist  Church  where 
he  serves  as  an  usher  and  choir  member. 
He  is  also  Vice-President  of  the  Youth  De- 
partment of  Bear  Creek  Missionary  Bap- 
tist Association.  He  has  also  volunteered 
with  the  American  Lung  Association  of 
Washington,  DC  for  two  summers  and  the 
Goldsboro  City  Mission. 


Carol  J.  Smith,  Associate  Editor 

volved  in  HIV/AIDS  prevention.  The 
members  of  the  CCBC  are  Concerned 
Black  Men,  Inc.;  Health  Watch  Informa- 
tion and  Promotion  Service;  Mississippi 
Urban  Research  Center,  National  Black  Al- 
coholism and  Addictions  Council;  and  tiie 
National  Black  Leadership  Commission  on 
AIDS,  Inc. 

Dr.  HoUoway 
Receives  Award 

Dr.  Enoch  E.  Holloway,  pastor  of  Friend- 
ship Chapel  Baptist  Church  was  presented  The 
Bill  Hogarth  AIDS  Service  Award.  The  award 
was  presented  by  the  Alliance  of  AIDS  Services- 
Carolina  and  the  following  comments  were 
made  during  the  presentation: 

'  'As  part  of  his  community  of  faith,  the  nomi- 
nee for  this  award  has  been  an  active  volunteer 
and  advocate  for  persons  living  with  HIV  and 
AIDS  for  many  years.  His  involvement  has  in- 
cluded, but  not  been  limited  to  the  following: 

•  He  has  volunteered  with  AAS-C  as  a  care 
team  member  and  Pastoral  Support  Provider 
of  his  congregation's  AIDS  Care  Team  since 
June,  1999;  participating  actively  to  provide 
practical,  emotional  support  to  multiple 
persons  living  with  HIV/AIDS  in  Wake 
County. 

•  While  the  rate  of  person  dying  of  AIDS  has 
decreased,  the  number  of  persons 
becoming  infected  by  HIV  continues  to 
increase,  most  rapidly  in  the  African  Ameri 
can  community.  As  a  member  of  the  Black 
Church  Week  of  Prayer  for  the  Healing  of 
AIDS,  he  has  been  instiumental  in  tiie 
planning,  implementation  and  visioning  of 
Black  Church  Week  of  Prayer  events  for 
many  years.  He  has  been  instrumental  in 
challenging  and  recruiting  other  African 
American  individuals  and  congregations  to 
education  and  awareness  issues  and  has  led 
by  example  in  responding  to  the  needs  of 
persons  infected  and  affected  by  this  disease. 

•  Unselfishly,  this  individual  has  gone 
"beyond  the  call  of  duty"  speaking  regularly 
to  congregations,  groups  and  individuals 
about  tiie  role  of  persons  of  faith  in 
responding  to  tiie  HTV/AIDS  pandemic.  A 
strengtii  for  persons  hving  witii  HFV/AIDS 
is  his  inability  to  say  "no"  to  opportunities 
to  advocate  and  minister,  even  when  his 
schedule  remains  full  to  overflowing.  The 
Alliance  of  AIDS  Services-Carolina,  Faith 
Ministries  Program  and  flie  HIV+ 
community  are  fortunate  that  this  individual 
is  a  part  of  our  world:  His  passion  and  call 
provide  both  healing  and  example  to  an 
infected  and  affected  worid  of  the  divine  love 
that  is  available  for  all. 
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2002  American  Cancer  Society  Relay  For  Life 

God^s  People  Making  A  Difference 


Submitted  by  Chiquita  and  Michael  Douglas 
Oak  City  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh 
God's  People  Making  a  DiH'erence 

The  American  Cancer  Society  is  looking  for  teams  to  participate  in  its  signature  activ- 
ity —  Relay  for  Life.  This  is  a  unique  activity  that  offers  everyone  in  a  community  an 
opportunity  to  contribute  in  the  fight  against  cancer.  Communities  support  Relay  for  Life 
because  statistics  show  that  one  out  of  every  three  Americans  will  develop  some  form  of 
cancer  in  their  lifetime. 
Relay  For  Life  is: 

1.  American  Cancer  Society's  major  fund-raiser.  Funds  are  used  for  cancer  research, 
to  celebrate  survivorship  and  to  support  activities  that  increase  community  awareness, 
education,  and  advocacy. 

2.  A  fun,  overnight  event  for  teams  from  churches,  schools,  businesses,  civic  organi- 
zations, and  other  groups. 

3.  A  celebration  of  survivors  and  a  time  to  remember  lost  loved  ones. 

4.  HOPE,  PROGRESS  AND  ANSWERS  FOR  A  BETTER  TOMORROW. 

Volunteers  are  needed  for  this  year's  Relay  For  Life.  Relays  will  be  held  in  six  loca- 
tions in  Wake  County.  Your  participation  is  welcomed.  The  locations  and  dates  are: 
Fuquay-Varina/HoUy  Springs      April  12  &  13 

Relay  For  Life 
Womble  Park 
Holly  Springs,  NC 

Contact:  Gene  Meyer  919-303-1292  (home)  or  gmeyer@mindspring.com 

Raleigh  Relay  for  Life  April  19  &  20 

North  Carolina  State  University,  Paul  Derr  Track 
Raleigh,  NC 

Contact:  Jeimifer  Akins  919-567-3419  (home)  or  RelayJeim@aol.com 


Gamer  Relay  for  Life  May  3  &  4 

Gamer  Senior  High  School  Track  Field 
Gamer,  NC 

Contact:  Jill  Cottengim  919-836-0068  (home)  or  iwanchock@wcpss.net 

East  Wake  Relay  for  Life  May  3  &  4 

East  Wake  High  School 
Wendell,  NC 

Contact:  Marty  Coward  919-269-9226  or  mcoward@newsoberver.com 

Wake  Forest  Relay  for  Life  (1st  time)       May  10  &  11 

Friendship  Chapel  Baptist  Church 
Wake  Forest,  NC 

Contact:  Otto  Hagen  919-562-1759  (home)  or  ohagen@nc.rr.com 

Cary/Apex/Morrisville  Relay  for  Life       May  18  &  19 

Cary  Senior  High  Track  Field 
Cary,NC 

Contact:  Diane  Luparello  919-772-6255  (home)  or  dianeloop@aol.com 

For  additional  details  or  a  presentation  on  the  Wake  County  events,  please  contact 
Chiquita  and  Michael  Douglas  at  (919)  362-6838  or  the  Relay  for  Life  Co-Chairs  in  Ra- 
leigh: Jennifer  Akins  (919)  567-3417  and  Rusty  Missile  (919)  848-7068  (w)  or  (919)  772- 
2463  (h). 

If  you  are  interested  in  participating  in  a  Relay  for  Life  outside  of  Wake  County, 
please  call  the  American  Cancer  Society  at  1-800-ACS-2345  to  find  an  event  in  your 
community. 


TRI  ONE  VISION  INC 


AUDIO  TAPE  MINISTRY 


PO.  Box  27711 ,  RAlRiqh,  NC  27611 


Share  the  Word  of  God  with  a 
friend  or  family  member... 
Place  your  order  today! 
Individual  Services  available  for 
$5  each! 

These  series  also  available: 
•Stewardship  Revival  2000 

(Three  tape  series:  $12) 
•Spiritual  Warfare  (Part  I) 
•Holy  Week  Services  2000 

(Six  tape  series:  $25) 


Available  Sermon  Titles... 

•A  Cake  Not  Turned  'Children  of  a  Lesser  God 
•Genuine  Worship 

•Jehovahshammah,  Jehovah  Is  There 

•Lord,  Deliver  Us  From  Evil  •Lost  and  Found 

•Love  in  a  Slave  Market 

•The  Pain  of  the  Promise 

•The  Wind  of  the  Spirit 

•They  Did  Not  Glorify  God 

•What  the  Enemy  Wants  From  You 

•When  God  Threw  A  Party...  and  Nobody  Came 

•When  The  Horses  Show  Up 

•When  The  Wind  Runs  Out 

•Who's  On  Trial  Here? 

...call  (919)  201-0595  for  more! 


Tupper  UemmaSi 
B^tist  Church 


(919)  201-0595  •  tri  one  vision@hotmail.com 

"It  shall  bring  forth  new  fruit  according  to  his  months, 
because  their  waters  they  issued  out  of  the  sanctuary..."  Ezekiel  47:12 


TRI  ONE 
VISION  INC. 


P.O.  Box  27711, 
Raleigh,  NC  27611 


Name 


AUDIOTAPE  ORDER  FORM 

Please  print  and  fill  In  the  order  form  completely. 

 Date  


Address 


Telephone  Number. 


Order  to  be:   □  Mailed  (add  $1 .50  for  shipping  per  item) 


For  Office  Use  Only: 

Order  taken  by:  

Order  filled  by:  


Total  Tapes  this  order:. 


Date  payment  received: . 
Receipt  Number  


Date  Tapes  delivered:. 


Payment  Method:  CASH 


CHECK 


of  tapes  ordered 

Tape# 

Date  at 

Time  of 

Cost  per 

(if  known) 

Name  of  speaker,  sermon  or  sales 

sen/ice 

service 

item 

Amount  Due 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Individual  Sermons:  $5.00  each 

"Spiritual  Warfare"  or  "Holy  Week"  Series:  $25 

"Stewardship  Revival"  Series:  $12  


Sub-total 
Shipping/handling 
TOTAL  DUE 


Make  check(s)  payable  to: 
TRI-ONE  VISION,  INC. 
PO  BOX  2771 1 ,  RALEIGH,  NC  2761 1 
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Pastor's  Retirement  Matched  Savings  Plan 


By  Dexter  Perry,  General  Baptist  Foundation  —  1-866-687-4631 

X  he  following  is  an  example  of  a  Retirement  Matched  Savings  Plan  that  bution  to  the  retirement  account.  It  also  assumes  that  the  plan  earns  an 
can  be  estabUshed  with  any  church  under  the  Internal  Revenue  Code  403(b).  average  rate  return  each  year  consistent  with  its  investment  class  and  that 
This  example  assumes  that  the  church  matches  50%  of  the  Pastor's  contri-     no  withdrawals  are  made. 


Weekly  Contribution 

50%  Match 

Investment  Option 

5  Years 

*<  t\.  '%.7 

10  Years 

20  Years 

$25.00 

$12.50 

Income 

Growth  &  Income 
Growth 

$12,019.59 
$12,688.39 
$13,404.03 

$29,926.92 
$33,564.70 
$37,755.10 

$124,425.92 
$124,425.75 
$162,361.54 

$50.00 

$25.00 

Income 

Growth  &  Income 
Growth 

$24,039.18 
$25,376.77 
$26,808.07 

$59,853.84 
$67,129.41 
$75,510.20^ 

$192,707.85 
$248,851.50 
$324,723.07 

$75.00 

$37.50 

Income 

Growth  &  Income 
Growth 

$36,058.77 
$38,065.16 
$40,212.10 

$89,780.77 

$100,694.11 

$113,265.30 

$289,061.77 
$373,272.24 
$487,084.10 

Monthly  Contribution 

50%  Match 

Investment  Option 

5  Years 

10  Years 

20  Years 

$25.00 

$12.50 

Income 

Growth  &  Income 
Grovtth 

$12,019.59 
$12,688.39 
$13,404.03 

$29,926.92 
$33,564.70 
$37,755.10 

$124,425.92 
$124,425.75 
$162,361.54 

Goto: 
www.gbsc.org 

GIVE  THE  GIFT  THAT 
KEEPS  ON  GIVING 

Church  bonds  are  a  great  way  to  save  money  and  are  great  gifts  for  Christmas, 
Birthdays,  Aimiversaries,  Graduation  and  many  other  special  occasions. 

Children,  grandchildren,  friends  and  relatives  can  use  these  bonds  to  pay  for 
college  expenses,  a  down  payment  for  a  home  or  new  car,  supplement  in- 
come, gift  to  the  Foundation,  your  church  or  local  charity  or  for  just  about 
anything  you  can  bring  to  mind. 

Some  church  bonds  offer  as  much  as  10%  interest.  This  means  on  a  $10,000 
church  bond,  you  would  receive  an  interest  check  for  $500  every  six  months. 
Once  the  bond  matures,  you  get  your  original  $10,000  (called  your  principal) 
back.  You  also  have  the  option  of  receiving  all  your  interest  plus  principal  at 
maturity. 

Church  bonds  are  backed  by  real  estate  and  are  a  key  source  of  funding  for 
expanding  God's  Kingdom. 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  church  bonds  or  to  purchase  yours 
today,  call  the  General  Baptist  Foundation  at  1  (866)-OURGODl  (687-4631) 
or  at  (919)  858-7847,  if  you  are  in  the  Raleigh,  North  CaroUna  area. 

DISCLOSURE:  Church  Bonds  are  not  FDIC  Insured  or  guaranteed  by  any  bank  or  government.  Church 
bonds  are  "mortgaged-backed"  which  means  they  are  secured  by  a  first  mortgage  on  the  church's  real  estate, 
including  their  worship  faciUties.  ApubUcly  traded  secondary  market  does  not  exist.  Investors  may  not  be 
able  to  resell  any  bonds  purchased  should  they  wish  to  do  so  and  should  be  prepared  to  have  fiinds  commit- 
ted for  an  indefinite  period  of  time,  perhaps  until  bond  maturity  or  early  redemption.  Additionally,  church 
bonds  are  credit  rated  and  the  price  of  Bonds  traded  in  a  secondary  market  is  subject  to  adjustment  upward 
and  downward  in  response  to  changes  in  credit  markets  and  prevailing  circumstances.  Such  price  could  be 
substantially  different  from  the  original  purchase  price.  Principal  and  interest  repayment  is  dependent  on 
contributions  to  the  church  from  its  membership.  Church  bonds  are  tax-exempt. 


Give  Your  Ministry 
A  New  Face  Lift. 

Introducing  Custom  ID  Badges 
for  Ministry  Leaders  &  Churches 

www.meetingimages.com  or  TerryJ@meetingimages.com 

Ministry  ID  Badges  by  Meetings  Images,  Inc.  are  not  your  typical  lapel  garments. 
Each  design  is  developed  with  the  spiritual  sensitivity  of  church  ministry.  Unlike 
off-the-shelf  stock  badges.  Ministry  ID  Badges  reflect  the  individuality  of  your 
church  and  its  flock. 

When  it  comes  to  ministry  work,  it  is  important  to  be  seen  for  who  you  are.  For 
members  and  visitors  who  rely  on  the  assistance  of  certain  ministries,  having  a  way 
to  readily  identify  church  officials  can  be  a  critical  service.  The  most  effective 
method  of  directing  people  to  others  for  help  is  with  the  use  of  Military  ID  Badges. 

AU  Church  officials  who  display  their  badges  demonstrate  an  order  to  your  service 
that  attendees  will  regard  as  harmony  in  the  House  of  the  Lord. 

Let  Meeting  Images'  Ministry  ID  Badges  for  Churches  make  a  positive  statement 
for  you.  Page  Terry  Johnson  at  1-888-658-0042  or  send  an  e-mail  to 
TerryJ@MeetingImages.Com  for  a  free  quote. 

•  Ushers  Badges  •  Conference  Badges 

•  Laymen's  Badges  •  Youth  Conference 

•  Women's  Day/Men's  Day        •  Music  Conference/Retreat 

•  Children  Church  Badges 

3903  Capital  Boulevard,  Suite  180,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27604 
800-279-8059  toll  free  •  888-658-0042  pager  •  919-231-9519^ax 
www.MeetingsImages.com 
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VACANT  POSITIONS 


Mount  Olive  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  applications  for  pastoral 
vacancy.  Applicants  must  possess  the  following  qualifications: 

1.  Must  be  an  experienced,  licensed  and  ordained  missionary  Baptist  minister, 
living  according  1st  Timothy  3;  1-7  and  Titus  1:6-9. 

2.  Must  be  able  to  develop  and  share  a  vision  for  the  future  growth  and  develop- 
ment for  the  church. 

3.  Must  possess  the  ability  to  work  with  all  age  groups,  with  particular  emphasis  in 
youth  development  and  with  all  auxiliaries  of  the  church. 

4.  Must  possess  effective  oral  and  written  communication  skills. 

5.  Must  be  community  oriented. 

6.  Must  possess  strong  and  proven  administrative  experience,  with  a  broad  knowl- 
edge of  the  Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies,  and  practices. 

7.  Must  be  able  to  administer  communion,  perform  baptisms,  weddings  and  funer- 
als. 

8.  Must  be  willing  to  work  with  the  New  Bern  Eastern  Missionary  Baptist  Asso- 
ciation. , 

9.  Education:  Possess  a  high  school  diploma  (or  equivalent)  preferring  a  degree  or 
courses  in  seminary  training,  and  willing  to  do  further  study. 

Interested  applicants  should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume  of  relevant  experience. 

2.  A  copy  of  certificate  of  license  and  ordination. 

3.  One  business  and  two  personal  reference  (no  family  members). 

AU  interested  applicants  should  send  resume,  and  copies  of  certificates  to: 
To:  Chairman  Deacon  Mayor  B.  Credle 
For  Mt.  Ohve  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
5972  N.C.  Hwy.  304,  Bayboro,  N.C.  285 15 


Keaton 


Barrow 

Realty^  Inc. 


Michelle  Barrow 
Broker-In- Charge 
Multi-Million  Dollar  Produce 
Office  (919)  571-9973 
Fax  (919)  571-8549 
Home  (919)  662-7304 
E-Mail:  michelle  @ keatonbarrowrealty. com 
Web:  keatonbarrowrealty.com 


Homes  from 
$105,000 
•  Choose  13  Lots 
•  Special 
Financing 

•  Low  Down 
Payment 


Homes  from 
$180,000 

•  Choose  13  Lots 
•  Custom-built 

Homes  by 
Approved 
Builders 

•  Basement  Lots 

Available 


Homes  Marketed  by  Keaton  Barrow  Realty  (919)  571-9973 
Developed  by  Shaw  Development  Corp./City  of  Raleigh 
Call  for  Open  House  Dates 


WANTED 

Minister  of  Music  for  a  Missionary  Baptist  Church:  Plan,  coordinate,  operate  and  evaluate  the 
Music  Ministry.  High  school  graduate  with  proven  musical  ability  and/or  college  or  school  of 
music  graduate.  Experience.  Basic  knowledge  and  skills  in  reading,  playing,  conducting,  sing- 
ing, teaching,  and  working  with  groups. 
Salary  negotiable. 

Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Darryl  Canady 

PC  Box  849,  Wilson,  NC  27893 
And/or  call  (252)  243-4496  for  more  information. 


NOTICE 

PASTOR  NEEDED 

at 

Friendship  Baptist  Church 
Whiteville,  NC 

For  Application  Write: 

Pastor  Selection  Conmiittee 

PO  Box  1365,  Whiteville,  NC  28472 


The  Elephant  in  the  Courtroom 

An  adult  education  curriculum  exploring 
issues  of  race  and  justice  in  tlie  state  of 
Nortt)  Carolina  and  touching  on  tt)emes 
of  community,  forgiveness  and  action. 


Baaed  on  a  report  by  the  North  Carolina  Coundl  of  Churches' 
Task  Grot^  on  Racism  and  Restorative  Justioe.  A  Z  Smith 

Reynolds  Foundation  grant  makes  trtfe  curriculum  available 
free  of  charge  by  contacting  the  CourKil  at  919^28-6501. 


ECCLESIASTES  3:4  "...  AND  A  TIME  TO  LAUGH..." 


Minister  Alcindor  Hankins 
Gospel  Comedian 
405  Creekbluff  Drive 
Fuquay-Varina,  North  Carolina  27526 
(919)  557-1227 

Psalms  46:10  "Be  Still  and  Know  That  I  am  God' 
"He's  More  God  Than  I  Ever  Need" 


DIABETICS 


With  Medicare  or  Insurance  (No  HMOs) 

Medicare  Pays  For  Diabetic  Testing  Supplies. 
Get  Diabetic  Supplies  Mailed  to  your  Home  With  No 
Shipping  or  Handling  Charges. 

For  additional  information  call:  1-800-337-4144 

Diabetic  National  Services,  Founded  1995 
(Also  Available  —  Male  Potency  Product  —  Not  a  Pill) 
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Galilee  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

PO  Box  644/601  Pine  Street,  Oakboro,  NC  28129 
The  Pastoral  Search  Conunittee  of  the  Galilee  Baptist  Church  is  currently  accepting  re- 
sumes to  fill  its  Pastoral  vacancy.  The  minimum  qualifications  are  desired  for  consideration: 

•  ordained  Baptist  minister 

•  be  able  to  work  well  with  church,  promoting  Church  agenda 

•  teach  and  preach  competently 

•  possess  high  spiritual,  moral  and  ethical  integrity 

•  possess  strong  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures 

•  visit  sick  and  be  active  in  community 

•  active  in  Zion  Association 

•  seminary  training  preferred  and  willing  to  advance  studies 

•  attend  church  ministry  functions 

•  coordinate  and  develop  ministries  to  accommodate  growing  church 

We  have  church  services  every  Sunday  (including  5th).  We  are  looking  for  a  pastor,  not 
someone  who  only  desires  to  preach.  In  interested  please  send  resumes  to:  Deacon  James 
Ashcraft,  PO  Box  644,  Oakboro,  NC  28129. 


The  Greater  Fellowship  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  established  in  1993  with  200  members, 
is  seeking  a  Ucensed,  ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Senior  Pastor  with  2-4  years  Seminary  train- 
ing and  college  graduate.  Pastor  to  serve  as  an  effective  spiritual  leader,  teacher  and  administra- 
tor with  the  following  qualifications: 

•  Must  possess  good  oral  and  written  communication  skills  and  have  the  abiUty  to  communicate 
with  all  age  groups. 

•  Must  have  a  broad  knowledge  of  the  Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies  and  procedures. 

•  Must  possess  strong  administrative,  organizational  and  leadership  skills. 

•  Must  possess  strong  moral  values. 

•  Must  be  community  oriented. 

Interested  applicants  should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume  of  relevant  experience 

2.  A  copy  of  college  degree,  certificate  of  license  and  ordination 

3.  Name,  address,  and  telephone  number  of  (1)  business  and  (3)  personal  references  —  exclud- 
ing relatives. 

Please  mail  all  requested  information  for  review  to: 
do  Pulpit  Conunittee 

P.O.  Box  241231,  Charlotte,  NC  28224-1231 


Chinquapin  Grove  Baptist  Church  is  accepting  resumes  for  its  vacant  pulpit.  Qualifica- 
tions include  but  are  not  limited  to  the  following: 

1.  Called  by  God. 

2.  Preaches,  teaches,  and  lives  according  to  the  New  Testament. 

3.  Adheres  to  the  tends  of  the  missionary  Baptist  Church. 

4.  Is  able  to  work  cooperatively  with  church  officers  and  members. 

5.  Has  a  plan  for  the  spiritual  and  physical  growth  of  the  church. 

6.  Lives  within  a  reasonable  distance  from  the  church. 

Chinquapin  Grove  Baptist  Church  is  a  small  rural  church  that  has  services  every  Sunday. 
We  seek  a  sincere,  dedicated,  humble,  honest  Christian  minister  as  our  shepherd.  Please  send 
your  resume  to  the  following  address: 
Mr.  Richard  Moore,  Chairman 
The  Pulpit  Committee 

Chinquapin  Grove  Baptist  Church ,  4462  North  Carolina  Hwy.  801  North 
MocksvUle,  North  CaroUna  27028  •  Telephone:  (336)  998-3362 


FIRST  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

First  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  currently  seeking  a  Pastor  and  is  accepting  resumes 
from  interested  Ucensed,  ordained  Baptist  Ministers.  Applicants  must  possess  the  following 
qualifications. 

1.  Spiritual  maturity 

2.  A  degree  from  an  accredited  college  and  seminary 

3.  Administrative  and  leadership  skills 

4.  Conununity  oriented 

5.  Must  be  able  to  work  with  all  age  groups  with  particular  emphasis  on  the  youth  • 

6.  Strong  knowledge  of  the  Baptist  doctrines,  church  poUcies  and  procedures 

7.  Good  oral  and  written  communications  skills  and  ability  to  communicate  with  all  age  groups 

8.  A  minimum  of  5  years  experience  as  senior  pastor,  but  wUl  consider  years  of  experience  as 
an  associate  pastor 

9.  Must  be  willing  to  attend  Simday  School. 
ResponsibUities  include: 

Plan  and  implementation  of  innovative  religious  programs,  activities  and  projects  de- 
signed to  promote  the  church's  progression  and  encourage  active  participation. 
Please  send  resumes  to: 
Tanya  M.  Autry,  Chair 

The  Pastoral  Search  Committee,  First  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
103  Church  StreeT,  Thomas ville.  North  CaroUna  27360 


ECONOMIC  EMPOWERMENT 


GATEWAY 

COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 
CREDIT  UNION 

''Building  A  Spirit  of  Community 

Announces  3  Months 
Enrollment  Drive 
Join  Now! 
Churches,  Associations, 
invited  to  become 
members. 
Open  your 
accounts  NOW! 


GATEWAY:  THE  CREDIT  UNION  WITH 
YOU  IN  MIND 

Serving  Warren,  Vance,  Person  and  Franklin  counties.  Gate- 
way Credit  Union  is  doing  its  best  to  provide  its  members 
and  surrounding  community  with  the  highest  quality  ser- 
vice. Gateway  has  been  dedicated  to  serving  its  commu- 
nity for  a  number  of  years.  By  offering  services  designed 
with  accessibility,  courtesy  and  practical  means  in  mind, 
GCDCU  offers  its  members  satisfaction,  understanding  and 
dependability. 

THE  GATEWAY  ADVANTAGE 
GATEWAY  began  serving  the  members  of  Vance,  Person, 
Warren  and  Franklin  counties  in  1994.  As  a  Community 
Development  Credit  Union,  GATEWAY  continues  to  pro- 


mote community,  seff  sufficiency,  and  good  money  man- 
agement. And  in  the  new  milleimium.  Gateway  will  re- 
main committed  to  "Building  A  Spirit  of  Community. " 

OPENING  DOORS  AND 
HELPING  THE  COMMUNITY 

OUR  MISSION 

Gateway's  mission  is  to  promote  thrift  among  its  members 
by  affording  thern  an  opportunity  to  accumulate  their  sav- 
ings, and  to  create  for  them  a  source  of  credit  at  a  fair  and 
reasonable  rate  of  interest,  and  to  provide  for  its  members 
an  opportunity  to  use  and  control  their  own  money  to  im- 
prove their  economic  and  social  condition. 

CREDIT  UNION  MEMBER  SERVICES 

In  its  few  years  of  existence.  Gateway  has  gained  a  com- 
mitted and  growing  membership  base.  Currently  serving  a 
thousand  plus  members  each  day.  Gateway  offers  services 
designed  to  enhance  the  member's  experience.  By  offer- 
ing quaUty  services,  the  door  to  success  has  been  opened 
for  many  of  the  credit  union's  members.  Take  a  moment  to 
see  what  we  have  to  offer. 

Loan  Programs 

•  Automobile 

•  Share  Secured 

•  Signature 

•  Home  Improvement 

•  Education 

Deposit  Accounts 

•  Share  (savings) 

•  Share  Certificates 

•  Christmas  Club 
•ATM 

Youth  Credit  Union 

•  Monthly  meetings 

•  Share  accounts  (savings) 

•  Annual  Trips 

•  Leadership  Skills 

Other  Services  Include: 

Mortgage  Referral  Partnership 
Pre-qualification  for  ...  church  loans 


MEMBER  APPLICATION 


Member:  

Account  #:_ 
Address: 


City/State/Zip 


Home  Phone: . 
Work  Phone:  _ 
Employment: . 
SSN/TN: 


Driver's  License: . 
Date  of  Birth: 


Mother's  Maiden  Name: 


Eligibility  for  Membership: 


ACCOUNT  TYPE 
O  Share  (savings) 
G  Share  Certificates 
G  Christmas  Club 
G  Loan 

□  ACH,  Direct  Deposit 

□  Payroll  Deduction 

□  Other 

Your  Account  is  ... . 

Special  Recognition  for  New  Participating  Groups 
and  Organizations 
For  More  Information 
Gateway's  staff  is  dedicated  to  providing  you  with  the 
best  service  possible.  To  inquire  about  becoming  a 
member  of  our  community  development  credit  union, 
please  contact: 

Operations  Manager:  Thomas  Spence 
at  Gateway  Credit  Union 
314  South  Gamett  Street 
Gateway  Building,  Suite  10 
Henderson,  N.C.  27536 
Business  (252)  492-5854  or  Fax  (252)  492-7832 
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EMMANUEL  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Seeking  Full-time  Christian  Minister  of  Music,  Loyal  and  Committed  to  God's  program. 
Must  possess  people  skills,  be  trained  as  a  Musician,  Conductor  and  Choir  Director. 
Salary:  Commensurate  with  training  and  experience. 
Interested  persons  may  send  resume/portfolio  to: 

Attention:  Trustees 
Emmanuel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
913  N.  Highland  Street,  Gastonia,  NC  28052 


Notice: 

Pastor  needed  at  Star  of  Zion  Church, 
New  Bern,  N.C.  28562. 

Submit  application  to: 
Pastor  Selection  Committee 
2101  Chestnut  Ave. 
New  Bern,  N.C.  28562 


The  Center  Baptist  Church  in  Gastonia,  NC  is  currently  seeking  a  "Minister  of  Mu- 
sic" who  is  able  to  work  well  with  a  diverse  group  of  singers  including  youth.  Must  be  able 
to  play  keyboard,  piano,  and  organ.  Must  be  dependable  and  have  good  moral  character. 
Salary  is  conmiensurate  with  training  and  experience.  Please  send  cover  letter  and  resume 
to  Center  Baptist  Church,  Attention:  Persormel  Committee,  FOB  550064,  Gastonia,  NC 
28055  or  fax  cover  letter  and  resume  to  Personnel  Conmtnittee  at  704-824-7683. 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  WANTED 

Wake  Forest  congregation  seeks  Minister  of  Music.  Duties  to  include  working  directly  with 
the  Pastor  in  order  to  assist  and  cooperate  with  him  in  Christian  Worship;  playing  during  Sunday 
morning  worship  service;  rehearsing  with  various  choirs  one  night  per  week;  and  accompanying 
the  Pastor  on  engagements  to  other  churches.  Please  forward  a  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 
Evans  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church  •  12700  Creedmoor  Road,  Highway  50 
Wake  Forest,  NC  27587  •  (919)  870-8874 


CEDAR  GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
14600  Railroad  St.,  Gibson,  NC  28343 
CHURCH  MUSICIAN 

The  Cedar  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Gibson,  N.C,  is  seeking  a  person  to 
serve  as  Church  Musician. 

Qualifications:  Should  be  a  Christian  who  Uves  and  acts  responsibly  and  has  a  good  character 
and  reputation. 
Musician  requirements: 

*Be  able  to  play  a  piano,  keyboard,  organ  and  be  able  to  work  well  with  a  diverse  range  of 

singers  with  directions  for  musical  selections. 

*Be  available  for  necessary  rehearsals  and  Sunday  Worship  Services. 

*Be  available  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choirs  to  all  church  functions  when  requested. 

Salary  negotiable.  Please  send  resume  to  Cedar  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church  at  the  above 

address. 


CHURCH  MUSICIAN 

The  New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  Gates,  N.C,  is  seeking  a  person  to  serve  as  Church 
Musician. 

REQUIREMENTS: 

1 .  Able  to  play  organ  and/or  organ. 

2.  Able  to  play  diverse  music. 

3.  Able  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choir  to  church  engagements  if  possible. 
SALARY  NEGOTIABLE: 

Send  resume  to: 

New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  PC  Box  91,  Gatesville,  NC  27938 
Attn:  Fannie  M.  Spivey,  Secretary 

Inquiries  may  be  made  by  calhng  (252)  357-1061  after  4:30  p.m. 


CHURCH  MUSICIAN 

Mount  GUve  Baptist  Church  of  Lewiston  is  seeking  a  musician  for  a  station  church,  a 
Christian  who  is  responsible,  has  good  character  and  a  good  reputation. 
Requirements: 

*Plays  the  organ  and  piano  *Able  to  work  with  a  diverse  group  of  singers 
*Experienced  in  all  sacred  music  *Reads  music  and  is  versatile  in  playing  by  ear 
Send  resumes  or  responses  to:  Mount  Olive  Baptist  Church 
PO  Box  214,  Lewiston- Woodville,  NC  27849  •  Attention:  Wilham  W.  Peele  Jr. 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 

St.  John  Baptist  Church,  8910  Old  Annapolis  Road 
Columbia,  Maryland  21045  •  410-992-6977 
Overall  Duty:  To  assist  the  Pastor  in  shaping,  defining,  and  effectuating  the  musical  elements  of 
the  worship  experience. 
I.  MINIMUM  QUALinCATION: 

A.  Bachelor's  degree  in  music,  or  at  least  5  years  of  experience  as... 

B.  At  least  3  years  of  experience  as  accomplish/director  for  choral  group(s) 

C.  Proficiency  in  playing  piano  and  organ 

D.  At  least  3  church-related  references 
n.  OTHER  QUALMCATIONS 

A.  Personal  faith  in  Jesus  Christ... 

B.  Background  (via  education  experience)  in  sacred  music,  including  hynms,  spirituals,  tradi- 
tional and  contemporary  gospel,  and  praise  songs. 

C.  Ability  to  relate  well  with  directors  and  members  of  church  choirs. 

D.  Efficient  administrative  skills  to  ensure  timely  and  effective  communication  with  all  elements 
of  the  musical  worship  experience. 

E.  Ability  to  teach,  direct,  compose  and  play  (by  written  notes  or  by  ear)  the  various  forms  of  sacred  music. 

F.  Ability  to  recognize  and  respond  with  appropriate  music  to  the  spiritual  moods  of  the  service. 

G.  Excellent  interpersonal  and  confUct  resolution  skills. 


First  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

The  First  Baptist  Church  is  now  seeking  a  pastor  to  serve  as  its  spiritual  leader,  teacher, 
counselor  and  administrator.  All  interested  persons  should  submit  a  letter  of  interest  and  resume 
to  the  Pulpit  Search  Conmiittee. 
Qualifications 
Bom  Again  Christian 
Ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Minister 
Knowledge  of  Baptist  Doctrine  and  Faith 
Seminary  Training  preferred 
Teaching  Bible  Study  Weekly 

Proficient  in  church  organization  and  ability  to  train  Church 
Pastoral  Experience  Preferred 
Family  Oriented 

Able  to  Plan  and  implement  innovative  youth  programs 
Interested  Applicants  should  Mail  Resumes  to: 

Pastoral  Search  Committee 

First  Baptist  Church 

ATTENTION:  Deacon  Calvin  Graham  Jr.,  Chairman 
P.O.  Box  679,  Stedman,  North  Carolina  28391 


ST.  FRANCIS  BAPTIST  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

is  looking  for  a  Pastor 

This  person  should  be: 
I.  Missionary  Baptist 

n.  Have  good  organizational  and  leadership  skills 
in.  Commuting  Distance 

IV.  Family  Oriented 

V.  Experience  Preferred 

Interested  parties  should  send  resume  to:  c/o  Pulpit  Committee 
St.  Francis  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  RO.  Box  736,  Windsor,  NC  27983. 


Senior  Pastor  to  provide  pastoral  leadership  and  duties  to  a  historical  and  traditional  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church  located  in  Greensboro  North  Carolina. 
Organization: 

Shiloh  Baptist  Church,  1210  South  Eugene  Street,  Greensboro,  North  Carolina 

Shiloh  Baptist  Church  is  prayerfully  seeking  to  identify  a  righteous  individual  of  God's 
choosing  to  minister  the  people.  Shiloh  members  require  that  the  person  called  to  minister  and 
pastor  at  Shiloh  will  preach,  teach  and  proclaim  God's  Word.  The  members  require  that  the 
person  exemplify  Christ  like  character  in  his  daily  living,  be  honest,  of  high  integrity,  compas- 
sionate and  loving  in  caring  for  others.  Shiloh  members  require  that  the  person  has  a  spiritual 
commitment  to  the  Body  of  Christ  and  is  knowledgeable  and  versed  in  the  instruction  of  Biblical 
Scriptures. 
Qualifications: 

•  Four  Year  College  or  University  Degree  and  Seminary  Degree. 

•  Ordained  minister  rooted  in  traditional  Missionary  Baptist  Doctrine. 

•  Minimum  of  Five  to  Ten  Years  of  Pastoral  experience  preferred. 

•  Proven  and  administrative  skills. 

•  Consensus  builder. 

•  Spiritually  mature. 

•  Family  Oriented. 
Contact  Information: 

Please  submit  by  February  10, 2002,  a  letter  of  interest.  Biographical  Sketch  and  Resume  to: 
Shiloh  Baptist  Church 
Attn:  Steve  Allen,  Mpit  Committee  Chair 
PO.  Box  20048 
Greensboro,  NC  27420 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Third  and  Mulbury  Street,  Weldon,  North  Carolina  27890 
The  Pulpit  Committee  of  First  Baptist  Church  is  accepting  resumes  for  the  position  of 
Pastor.  Mail  resumes  to: 

Deacon  Stanley  Edwards,  908  Country  Club  Rd.,  Weldon,  NC  27890 
Applicants  must  have  the  following  qualifications: 

•  Bom  again  Christian 

•  Must  be  able  to  preach  and  teach  God's  Word 

•  Preach  quality  sermons 

•Possess  strong  knowledge  of  Baptist  doctrines,  poUcies  and  practices 

•  Able  to  lead  and  communicate  with  all  age  groups 

•  Able  to  work  effectively  with  church  boards  and  committees 

•  Some  college  and  seminary  training  preferred 


Pulpit  Vacancy 

The  pulpit  committee  of  OUve  Branch  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  accepting  resumes  for 
the  position  of  pastor.  AppUcants  should  possess  the  following  qualifications: 

Must  be  a  bom-again,  spirit-filled,  ordained  and  divinely  called  minister  with  strong  family 
and  community  values. 

Must  be  a  licensed  Missionary  Baptist  minister. 

Must  be  able  to  preach  and  teach  Bible  study. 

Must  have  a  broad  knowledge  of  the  Baptist  doctrines,  church  pohcies  and  procedures. 
Must  have  experience  as  a  senior  or  associate  pastor. 

Must  be  able  to  administer  communion,  perform  baptisms,  weddings  and  funerals. 
Must  possess  strong  and  proven  administrative  skill  and  experience. 
Must  possess  good  oral  and  written  connmunication  skills  and  have  the  ability  to  communi- 
cate with  all  age  groups. 

Must  be  a  just  and  fair  individual  and  possess  tact. 

College  degree  is  preferred  but  will  consider  any  combination  of  education  and  pastorate 
experience. 

Responsibihties  will  be  in  accordance  with  the  bylaws  of  the  church. 

Resumes  should  be  sent  to: 

The  Pulpit  Committee 

Brother  Elonza  Joyner,  Chair 

106  Graves  Avenue 

Elizabeth  City,  N.C.  27909 

elonzajoyner@hotmail.com 
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GREATER  LOVELY  fflLL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

The  Pulpit  Search  Committee  of  the  Greater  Lovely  Hill  Baptist  Church,  located  in  Warren 
County,  N.C.  is  searching  for  applicants  for  its  pastoral  vacancy.  Currently  the  Greater  Lovely 
Hill  Baptist  Church  has  regular  worship  services  twice  monthly,  on  the  first  and  third  Sunday. 
Qualifications: 

1.  Must  be  an  experienced  licensed  ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Minister  living  according  to 
First  Timothy  3:1-7  and  Titus  1:6-9. 

2.  The  appUcants  should  have  a  vision  for  the  church. 

3.  Must  possess  the  ability  to  work  with  all  age  groups,  with  particular  emphasis  in  youth 
development  and  conmiunity  outreach,  and  with  aU  auxiUaries  of  the  church. 

4.  Must  possess  effective  oral  and  written  conmiunication  skills. 

5.  Must  be  community  oriented. 

6.  Must  possess  strong  and  proven  administration  experience  with  a  broad  knowledge  of 
Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies  and  practices. 

Education: 

Must  possess  a  high  school  diploma  (or  equivalent)  preferring  a  degree  or  courses  in  Semi- 
nary Training  fi^om  an  accredited  college  or  university. 
Interested  appUcants  should  provide  the  following: 

1.  A  resume  of  relevant  experience. 

2.  A  copy  of  the  certificate  of  Ucense  and  ordination. 

Send  resumes  to:  Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Branch,  PO  Box  52,  Warrenton,  NC  27589 


ANTIOCH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  GOLDSBORO,  N.C,  INC. 

601  West  Elm  Street,  Goldsboro,  NC  27530  •  (919)  735-2176 
The  Antioch  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  with  a  membership  of  approximately  200  mem- 
bers, is  seeking  a  full-time  pastor. 
MAJOR  DUTIES  AND  RESPONSIBILITIES 

1.  Plan  and  lead  worship  that  is  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  the  congregation 

2.  Attend  to  the  spiritual  development  of  the  congregation 

3.  Provide  administrative  leadership  to  the  congregation,  secretarial  and  pulpit  staff 

4.  Council  members  having  personal,  family  and/or  work  related  problems 

5.  Support  religious  programs  for  children,  youth  and  adult. 

6.  Develop  and  instruct  weekly  Bible  Study  Classes  and  directing  the  Bible  Study  and  Sunday 
School  Staffs 

7.  Support  the  church's  financial  program 

8.  Involve  the  congregation  in  the  existing  church  programs  and  ministries. 

9.  Meet  regularly  with  the  chairperson  of  the  Deacon,  Deaconess,  Trustee  Board  and  other  Aux- 
iliaries of  the  church 

10.  Visit  the  sick,  shut  in  and  bereaved  in  the  hospital  and  at  home 

1 1 .  Preside  at  funerals  and  weddings  unless  the  famiUes  have  someone  else  of  their  own  choosing 

12.  Support  the  World  Mission  of  the  church 

13.  Share  in  the  civic  leadership  of  the  community 
QUALIFICATIONS-EDUCATION  AND  EXPERIENCE 

SAVED  AND  FILLED  WITH  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  and  able  to  proclaim  the  unadulter- 
ated word  of  God  that  will  lead  people  to  Christ.  Degree  in  Theology/Religion  preferred.  Or- 
dained and  at  least  five  (5)  years  experience  as  a  pastor  of  a  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

Interested  candidates  should  send  a  resume  with  a  cover  letter  to: 
Pulpit  Committee,  c/o  Kirby  L.  Hamilton,  Chairman 
Antioch  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Goldsboro,  Inc., 
601  West  Ehn  Street,  Goldsboro,  NC  27530 

P.S.  Please  include  a  copy  of  your  credentials  (Ordination  Certificate  and  License) 


POSITION:  SENIOR  PASTOR/FULL-TIME 
START  DATE:  IMMEDIATE 

The  Ebenezer  Baptist  Church  search  cominittee  is  hereby  accepting  re- 
sumes for  the  position  of  Senior  Pastor.  The  candidate  must  be  a  hcensed/ 
ordained  Baptist  Minister. 

We  respectfully  request  that  you  only  apply  if  you  are  sincerely  inter- 
ested and  meet  all  qualifications. 
Requirements/Qualifications: 

1.  Must  be  called  by  God,  bom  again  and  filled  with  the  holy  spirit  to 
preach  and  teach  the  word  of  God. 

2.  Ordained  Minister  with  preferred  pastoral  experience  of  3-5  years 
with  a  minimum  of  a  bachelors  degree  in  theology  from  a  School  of  Divin- 
ity. Furnished  copy  of  license  and  ordination  certificate. 

3.  Possess  a  strong  knowledge  of  the  Baptist  doctrines,  policies,  and 
practices.  (The  Covenant  and  Code  of  Ethics) 

4.  Possess  good  moral  and  ethical  conduct  according  to  1  Timothy  3:1- 
13  and  Titus  1 :7-9  and  abstain  from  such  activities  and  inclinations  as  those 
cited  in  Romans  1:26-27. 

5.  Be  an  effective  leader,  communicator,  administrator,  and  counselor 
with  good  interpersonal  skills. 

6.  Must  have  skills  required  to  work  with  aU  age  groups  with  an  empha- 
sis on  spiritual  growth  and  development. 

7.  Have  skills  required  for  planning  and  implementing  a  vision  for  both 
spiritual  and  physical  growth  of  the  Church. 

8.  Must  work  effectively  with  boards,  auxiliaries,  and  committees. 
The  Committee  will  provide  each  candidate  with  an  information  packet.  All 
correspondence  must  be  addressed  as  follows: 

Ebenezer  Baptist  Church 

Attn:  Deacon  Milton  Buxton/Confidential 

PO.  Box  248 

Newburgh,  NY  12551-0248 


PHILLIPS  CHAPEL  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Phillips  Chapel  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  Wrnston-Salem  NC,  is  currently  seeking  a  senior  pas- 
tor, spiritual  leader,  counselor  and  administrator.  AU  interested  persons  should  submit  a  letter  of  interest  and 
resume  no  later  than  December  15, 2001. 

The  successfiil  candidate  will  meet  die  following  qualifications: 

•  Must  be  bom-again,  spirit  filled,  divinely  called  minister  with  strong  family  and  community  values. 

•  Must  possess  the  willingness  to  follow  by  the  By-Laws  gqyermng  the  church. 

•  Must  have  a  knowledge  of  Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies  and  procedures  and  be  willing  to  follow 
such. 

•  Must  be  a  licensed,  ordained  Baptist  minister. 

•  Must  have  significant  experience  as  a  Senior  Pastor. 

•  Must  have  a  Bachelor's  Degree  in  Religion,  Theology,  or  Divinity  from  an  accredited  college,  uni- 
versity or  divinity  school. 

•  Must  be  willing  to  woik  witfi  all  age  groups  with  particular  interest  in  the  spiritual  growth  and 
development  of  our  youth. 

•  Must  be  able  to  develop  and  share  a  vision  for  the  fiiture  growth  and  development  for  the  churcL 

•  Must  visit  and  commune  with  sick,  shut-in  and  bereaved  families. 
All  c^plicants  should  provide  the  following  information: 

•  Copy  of  college  degree(s),  certificates  of  license  and  ordination 
•Proof  of  conqjietion  of  ALL  accredited  theological  training 

Name,  address  and  telephone  number  of  (4)  personal  and  professional  references  with  no  more  than 
(2)  coming  from  othCT  ministries 

All  matoials  should  be  forwarded  to: 

Dr.EmieWade 

Chairman,  Pulpit  Committee 

Riillips  Chapel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

132  N.  Glenn  Avenue,  Wmston-Salem,  NC  27105 


PENN  AVENUE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

225  West  McClanahan  Street,  Oxford,  N.C.  27565 

Rev.  Willie  S.  Darby,  Pastor 
(919)  693-5396  •  (919)  693-1015,  Pastor's  Office 
The  Penn  Avenue  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Oxford,  N.C.  is  currently  seeking  a 
MINISTER  OF  MUSIC. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

♦Must  be  a  bom  again  Christian. 

*Must  be  able  to  play  the  piano,  keyboard  and/or  organ. 

*Must  be  able  to  read  music  and  is  versatile  in  playing  by  ear. 

*Must  be  able  to  work  well  with  a  diverse  range  of  singers  and  age  groups. 

*Must  be  able  to  teach  and  direct  hymns,  anthems,  spirituals,  gospels  and  other  sacred  music. 

*Must  be  able  to  rehearse  choirs  at  a  scheduled  time  unless  otherwise  notified. 

*Must  be  available  for  Sunday  morning  worship  services. 

*Must  be  available  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choirs  when  requested  or  provide  a  qualified 
substitute. 

*Must  be  able  to  assist  in  the  selection  of  appropriate  songs  for  worshq)  and  savices. 

*Will  be  responsible  with  the  pastor's  approval  in  hiring  other  musicians  if  deemed  necessary. 

Salary:  N^otiable 

Penn  Avenue  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  a  warm,  spirited-filled  church  that  has  worship  services  52 
Sundays  a  year  and  at  present  there  is  one  musician  available  for  2nd  Sunday  worship  services.  Service 
begins  each  Sunday  at  1 1  a.m  with  the  exception  of  5th  Sunday  services  which  begin  at  10  a.m 
Please  send  resume  to  (he  above  listed  address  or  inquiries  may  be  made  by  calling  one  of  the  above  listed 
numbers. 


FRIENDSHff  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

715  West  WiUis  Ave.,  High  Point,  NC  27260 
CHURCH  MUSICIAN 
The  Friendship  Missionary  Baptist  Church  are  accepting  resumes  for  a  Church  Musician. 
Qualifications: 

Should  be  a  Christian  who  lives  and  acts  responsibly  and  has  a  good  character  and  reputation. 
Musician  requirements: 

•  Be  able  to  play  a  piano,  keyboard,  organ  and  be  able  to  work  well  with  a  diverse  range  of 
singers  with  directions  for  musical  selections. 

8  Must  have  experience  in  church  music  (anthems,  hymns,  spirituals,  praise  and  worship, 
etc.)  of  gospel  traditional  and  contemporary. 

•  Be  available  for  necessary  rehearsals  and  Sunday  Worship  Services. 

•  Be  available  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choirs  to  all  church  fimctions  when  requested. 
Salary  negotiable: 

Please  send  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 
Friendship  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Attn:  James  W.  Flake,  Pastor,  909  Barbee  Avenue 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHARITY  CHURCH 

Greenevers,  N.C. 

The  First  B^tist  Charity  Church  of  GreaievCTS,  N.C.  is  accq)ting  resumes  from  intoEsted  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Ministers  for  the  position  of  pastor. 
Quattficadom: 

1 .  Divinely  called  spirit-filled,  bom-again  Christian  with  strong  Family  values. 

2.  Pastoral  experiences  is  required 

3.  Must  work  closely  with  die  oABcots  of  the  church. 

4.  Must  have  at  least  2  years  of  college  or  seminary  training. 

5.  Must  be  able  to  preach  and  teach. 

6.  Must  have  good  leadership  and  communication  skills. 

7.  Family  oriented. 

8.  Have  knowledge  of  and  willing  to  follow  Baptist  doctrines,  policies  and  procedures. 

9.  Must  be  willing  to  visit  and  commune  with  the  sick  and  shut-ins. 

10.  Must  be  willing  to  work  with  all  age  groups. 

Services  are  first,  second,  third  and  fourth  Sundays  with  Sunday  school  beginning  at  10:{X)  a.m  and 
morning  service  beginning  at  1 1 :00  a.m 
Please  send  resumes  to: 

Deacon  Femald  Rawls,  Jr.,  920  Pasture  Branch  Road,  Rose  Hill,  NC  28458 


UNION  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

110  Lincoln  Ave.,  Lexington,  NC  27292 
Needed:  Minister  of  Music  or  Organist. 
Please  send  resume  to: 

Union  Baptist  Church,  110  Lincoln  Ave,  Lexington,  NC  27292.  Atm:  Rev.  Darrell  L.  Thomas. 
Or  call  336-243-1648  and  leave  your  name  and  number. 
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VACANT  POSITIONS 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  WANTED 

Wake  Forest  Congregation  seeks  Minister  of  Music.  Duties  to  include  working  directly 
with  the  Pastor  in  order  to  assist  and  cooperate  with  him  in  Christian  Worship;  playing  during 
Sunday  morning  worship  service;  rehearsing  with  various  choirs  one  night  per  week;  and  ac- 
companying the  Pastor  on  engagements  to  other  churches.  Please  forward  a  cover  letter  and 
resume  to: 

Evans  Chrove  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  12700  Creedmoor  Road,  Highway  50 
Wake  Forest,  NC  27587  •  (919)  870-8874 


NEED  A  FILL-IN  OR  AN  INTERIM  PASTOR? 

Qualified,  Experienced,  Healthy  and  available  for  service.  Call  or  write: 
REV.  MELVIN  W.  GATTIS 
3907  Bivins  Road 
HiUsborough,  NC  27278 

Phone:  (919)  479-0982 


ZION  BAPTIST  CHURCH  SEEKS  PASTOR 

On  April  20,  2000,  Rev.  Curtis  E.  Bender,  pastor  of  Zion  Baptist  Church  in  Omaha,  Ne- 
braska, tendered  his  resignation.  He  has  blessed  Zion  and  the  Omaha  community  with  his 
leadership  for  more  than  20  years.  Although  we  will  miss  our  Pastor,  we  humbly  submit  to  the 
Will  of  God.  Consequently,  the  recently  formed  Zion  Baptist  Church  Pulpit  Search  Committee 
would  like  to  solicit  your  help  in  this  search.  Please  notify  the  members  of  your  District/ 
Convention  that  the  Zion  Baptist  Church  pulpit  is  vacant  and  that  we  have  begun  accepting 
applications  for  Pastor.  Among  other  things,  we  require  applicants  who: 

•  Are  Called  by  God.  (1  Timothy  3:1-7) 

•  Are  Gra:duates  of  an  accredited  and  respected  seminary. 

•  Have  had  a  minimum  of  10  years  as  pastor  of  a  large  Black  Baptist  Chiurch.  (500  or  more 
members). 

•  Are  members  in  good  standing  and  with  a  track  record  of  membership  in  the  National  Baptist 
Convention  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

•  Have  proven  leadership  and  training  skills. 

Interested  candidates  are  asked  to  request  in  writing  appUcations  from: 

Zion  Baptist  Church 
Pulpit  Search  Conunittee 
2215  Grant  Street,  Omaha,  Nebraska  68110 
Please  pray  for  our  effort  and  thank  you  for  your  help  in  this  notification. 
Yours  in  Christ,  Dea.  Jesse  Sharpe,  Committee  Chairman,  Sis.  Jacqueline  C.  Hart,  Church  Qerk 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  VACANCY 
SPRING  GREEN  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
PO  Box  924,  Warrenton,  NC  27589 
Rev.  Dennis  G.  Lindsay,  Pastor 

The  Spring  Green  Missionary  Baptist  Church  seeks  a  Minister  of  Music  to  provide  musical 
direction  and  accompaniment  for  4  choirs  in  the  church.  This  person  will  work  closely  with  the 
Pastor  to  provide  spiritual  leadership  in  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ  through  music,  i.e.  hymns, 
spiritual  songs,  and  praise  and  worship  music  that  glorifies  God. 

We  are  excepting  resumes  from  candidates  with  the  following  qualifications: 

1 .  Bom-again  Christian,  Spirit-filled,  and  divinely  gifted  in  music  ministry. 

2.  Willingness  to  spiritually  align  the  music  ministry  with  Pastoral  vision. 

3.  Able  to  play  the  piano,  keyboard  and/or  organ;  able  to  read  music  and  versatile. 

4.  Able  to  prepare  choirs  for  Sunday  morning  worship  services  and  other  services. 

5.  Able  to  teach,  as  well  as  direct  choirs,  with  humility  and  love. 

6.  Able  to  rehearse  with  all  choirs  on  schedule,  and  available  for  aU  Simday  services 

7.  Able  to  accompany  Pastor  and  choirs  to  other  services  as  required  (or  ensure  qualified 
substitute  is  available). 

8.  Able  to  select  appropriate  hymns  and  songs  for  worship  service. 

Please  submit  resumes  to  the  address  above.  Any  inquiries,  please  contact  Pastor  Lindsay 
at  (919)  361-3003. 


MOUNT  PLEASANT  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

PO  Box  115 
HarreUsville,  NC  27942 
The  Pulpit  Search  Conraiittee  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  Missionary  Baptist  Church  located  in 
Hertford  County,  NC  is  accepting  resumes  for  the  position  of  pastor.  Our  worship  services  are 
each  Sunday  of  the  month. 
Qualifications: 

•  Must  be  a  bom  again  Christian 

•  Must  be  a  licensed  and  ordained  Baptist  Minister 

•  Must  have  at  least  5  or  more  years  of  experience  as  Pastor/Assistant  Pastor 

•  Must  have  a  knowledge  of  Biblical  Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Scriptures 

•  Must  have  a  vision  for  the  chiu-ch 

•  Should  possess  administrative  skills 

•  Must  have  at  least  a  High  School  education  and  Bible  training 

•  Must  be  able  to  teach  as  well  as  preach 

•  Must  be  able  to  serve  every  Sunday 

All  interested  applicants  should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume  of  relevant  experience. 

2.  A  copy  of  certificate  of  license  and  ordination. 

3.  Two  letters  of  reference.  Please  do  not  use  a  relative. 
Send  information  to: 

Mt.  Pleasant  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Pastoral  Search  Committee 
Attn:  Deacon  Eugene  White 
815  Swains  Mill  Rd. 
HarreUsville,  NC  27942 


CHURCH  MUSICIAN 

First  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Clinton  is  seeking  a  person  to  serve  as  musician.  The  responsibili- 
ties include  playing  for  the  Adult  Choir  on  the  First  Sunday,  and  accompanying  the  other  choirs  on  the 
remaining  Sundays. 

Qualifications: 

Should  be  able  to  play  the  piano  and  the  organ,  and  be  able  to  work  well  with  diverse  groups  of  singers. 
Experience  in  sacred  music  is  a  must  as  well  as  the  ability  to  read  music  and  play  by  ear. 
The  musician  is  also  expected  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choirs  to  outside  functions  when  necessary. 
Interested  persons  may  send  resume  to:  First  Baptist  Church,  900  College  St.,  Clinton,  N.C.  28328. 


MUSICIAN  WANTED 
Metropolitan  Baptist  Church 
Rocky  Mount,  NC 

Progressive  church  music  department  looking  for  Director  of  Music  to  provide  leadership 
for  growth  spiritually  and  musically.  Must  have  experience  in  church  music  (anthems,  hymns, 
spirituals,  etc.)  or  equivalent.  Able  to  lead  music  and  direct/accompany.  Available  on  1st,  3rd 
and  5th  Sundays.  On  call  as  needed. 
To  apply  call: 

Metropolitan  Baptist  Church 
Rocky  Mounts  NC 
252-442-4623 


POSITION: 

Interim  Pastor  to  provide  pastoral  leadership  and  duties  to  a  congregation  of  400  active 
memhers  located  in  the  North  Philadelphia  area  of  the  city. 

ORGANIZATION: 

Miller  Memorial  Baptist  Church 
1518  North  22nd  Street,  Philadelphia,  PA  1 9 1 2 1 
DESCRIPTION 

The  Miller  Memorial  Baptist  Church  is  currently  seeking  an  individual  to  perform  in  the 
capacity  of  INTERIM  PASTOR.  This  position  is  not  intended  or  expected  to  lead  to  the  role 
of  permanent  pastor.  This  role  requires  you  to  focus  on  the  pastoral  task  in  the  congregation 
during  the  interim  period  to  help  free  the  leaders  of  the  congregation  to  focus  on  seeking  a  new 
pastor.  You  will  provide  leadership  and  stability  in  a  positive  marmer  during  this  transitional 
period  of  our  church.  The  ability  to  settle  issues  and  migrate  the  congregation  from  the  former 
pastor  to  the  new  pastor,  is  critical.  You  will  be  working  closely  with  the  chairpersons  of  the 
Deacon  Board  and  Trustee  Board  when  addressing  issues  that  effect  the  congregation  at  large. 
While  the  duration  of  this  position  is  unknown  as  this  time,  you  must  be  available  for  any 
period  from  two  months  to  two  years  if  needed. 
Major  Duties  and  Responsibilities: 

•  Plan  and  lead  worship  that  is  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  the  congregation 

•  Attend  to  the  spiritual  development  of  the  congregation 

•  Provide  administrative  leadership  to  the  congregation,  secretarial,  and  pulpit  staff 

•  Counsel  members  having  personal,  family  and/or  work  related  problems 

•  Support  and/or  lead  reUgious  programs  for  children,  youth  and  adults 

•  Develop  and  instruct  weekly  bible  study  classes 

•  Actively  and  visibly  support  the  church's  financial  program 

•  Directly  involve  the  congregation  in  the  planning  and  leadership  of  existing  church  programs 
and  ministries 

•  Meet  regularly  with  the  chairpersons  of  the  Deacon,  Deaconess  and  Trustee  Boards  for  plan- 
ning and  direction 

•  Work  closely  with  the  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School 

•  Visit  the  sick,  shut  in  and  bereaved  in  the  hospital  and  at  home 

•  Preside  at  funerals  and  weddings 

•  Support  the  world  mission  of  the  church 

•  Participate  in  local  community  activities,  issues  and  problems 

•  Present  social  issues  before  members 
QUALIFICATIONS  -  EDUCATION  AND  EXPERIENCE: 

•  Bachelors  Degree  in  Divinity,  Masters  of  Divinity  Degree  preferable 

•  Ordained  for  a  minimum  of  five  years 

•  Five  years  experience  as  a  pastor  or  assistant  pastor  of  a  Baptist  Church 

•  Experience  in  working  as  an  interim  pastor  is  a  plus. 

CONTACT  INFORMATION: 
For  immediate  consideration,  please  send  a  cover  letter  and  your  resume  to  the  following 
address: 

Miller  Memorial  Baptist  Church 
Attention:  Deacon  David  Pridgen 
1518  North  22nd  Street,  Philadelphia,  PA  19121 


MORNING  STAR  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  DURHAM 

is  seeking  a  person  to  serve  as  musician. 

Qualifications: 

Should  be  a  Christian  who  lives  and  acts  responsibly  and  has  a  good  character  and  reputation. 

•  Should  be  able  to  play  the  piano  and  organ. 

•  Work  well  with  diverse  range  of  singers. 

•  Experience  in  diverse  music  (Hymns,  gospel,  contenqwraiy,  traditional). 

•  Ability  to  read  music  and  play  by  ear. 

•  Be  available  for  scheduled  rehearsals.  Second  Sunday  Morning  Worship  Service. 

•  Be  available  to  accon^any  Pastor  and  choirs  to  church  engagements  as  scl^duled. 

•  Be  available  for  evening  programs  as  scheduled. 

Interested  persons  may  send  resume  to: 
Moming  Star  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  4610  Fayetteville  Rd. 
Durham,  NC  277 1 3,  Attention:  Sis.  Esther  Thompson  or  Call  544-85% 


GENESIS  BAPTIST 
Youth  Minister  needed  full-time. 

Qualified  candidates  must  be  trained  at  a  seminary,  mature  spiritually,  and  experienced  working 
with  children  and  youth.  Mail  or  fax  resume  and  salary  requirements  to: 

Genesis  Baptist  Church 
Cathy  Daniels-Lee,  Search  Committee  Chairperson 
2812  E.  Bessemer  Ave.,  Greensboro,  NC  27405 
Ph.  (336)  379-1133  •  Fax.  (336)  379-1615 
Web  site:  www.greensboro.com/genesis 
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UNION  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Warrenton,  North  Carohna 

The  Union  Grove  Baptist  is  cuirently  seeking  and  accepting  resumes  from  interested  li- 
censed, ordained  Baptist  ministers.  Applicants  must  possess  the  following  qualifications; 

1 .  Spiritual  matijrity 

2.  A  minimum  of  three  years  experience  as  a  pastor,  but  will  consider  years  of  experience  as  associate 
pastor 

3.  Administrative  and  leadership  sldUs 

4.  Must  be  able  to  work  with  various  age  groups  with  specific  emphasis  on  youth  development. 

5.  Strong  knowledge  of  Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies  and  procedures. 

7.  Good  oral  and  written  communication  skills  and  ability  to  communicate  with  all  age  groups. 

8.  Have  excellent  teaching  ability. 
Other  responsibilities  include: 

Planning,  organizing  and  implementing  programs  that  encourage  participation  of  youth  and  young 
adults  that  promote  church  growth  and  progress. 
Please  send  resumes  to: 

Brother  Alonza  Jones,  Board  Chairman,  Route  2,  Box  128,  Norlina,  N.C.  27563,  %  The  Pulpit  Com- 
mittee 


SAVANNAH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

6675  Tabor  Church  Road,  Fayetteville,  NC  28301 
The  pastor's  search  committee  of  Savannah  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  accepting  letters  of  interest/ 
resumes  for  the  position  of  Senior  Pastor  from  licensed  and  ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Ministers.  Apply 
only  if  you  are  sincerely  interested  and  meet  all  the  qualifications. 
QUALIFICATIONS: 

1 .  Must  be  bom  again,  filled  with  the  holy  spirit  and  called  by  God  to  preach  the  word. 

2.  Must  be  family  oriented  and  possess  a  strong,  Godly  character 

3.  Prefer  college  degree  but  will  strongly  consider  a  combination  of  education,  training  and  experience. 

4.  Possess  a  strong  knowledge  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  doctrine,  church  policies  and  practices. 

5.  Be  an  effective  leader,  communicator,  administrator  and  counselor  with  good  interpersonal  skills. 

6.  Must  have  skills  required  to  work  with  all  age  groups  with  emphasis  on  spiritual  growth  gnd  develop- 
ment 

7.  Must  have  skills  required  for  planning  and  implementing  a  vision  for  both  spiritual  and  physical  growth 
of  the  church. 

8.  Must  work  effectively  with  boards,  auxiliaries  and  committees. 

biterested  persons  meeting  all  of  the  above  qualifications  should  submit  the  following  information: 
Letter  of  interest  or  resume 
Copy  of  license  and  ordination  certificate 

Proof  of  educational  degree,  and  additional  theological  studies  transcript 

The  names,  addresses,  telephone  numbers,  email  addresses  of  at  least  five  references  of  which  only  two  can 
be  ministers. 

The  committee  will  provide  each  candidate  with  an  information  packet 
AU  correspondence  must  be  addressed  as  follows: 
Savaimah  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

ATTN;  Sister  Ernestine  Tucker,  6675  Tabor  Church  Road,  Fayetteville,  N.C. 


Lee's  Crossroad  Baptist  Church 

Route  1 ,  Lake  WendeU  Rd. ,  Wendell,  NC  2759 1 
The  Lee's  Crossroads  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  a  Pastor  and  is  accepting  resumes 
from  interested,  ord^ed  Baptist  ministers.  Please  include  the  following  in  your  resume: 

1.  Name/address/day  and  evening  phone  numbers 

2.  Age 

3.  Marital  Status 

4.  Education/Schools  attended 

5.  Pastoral  Experience 

6.  References 
Qualiflcations 

1 .  Bom  again  Christian 

2.  Ordained  Baptist  Minister 

3.  Ability  to  preach  and  teach  God's  Holy  Word 

4.  Possess  leadership  and  administrative  skills 

5.  Willingness  to  follow  Baptist  Doctrine 

6.  Must  be  a  good  role  model  of  moral  and  ethical  conduct 
Resumes  may  be  sent  to: 

Lee's  Crossroad  Baptist  Church,  Pulpit  Committee 

Deacon  James  R.  Adams,  1342  Medhn  Rd.,  Clayton,  N.C.  27520 


OAKEY  GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  CLAYTON 

is  searching  for  a  pastor.  Congregational  size  is  about  100  members  with  attendance  of  50-65 
depending  upon  the  season.  Worship  service  is  held  twice  monthly.  We  are  a  small  rural  church 
located  about  5  miles  east  of  Clayton  and  about  6  miles  west  of  Smithfield  on  Hwy.  70  business. 
Our  congregation  represents  all  ages  and  all  backgrounds. 

Our  pastor  must  be  knowledgeable  and  believe  in  the  Baptist  Doctrine.  Must  be  a  strong 
spiritual  leader,  administrator  and  teacher.  One  who  will  proclaim  the  Good  News  in  a  meaning- 
ful way  that  will  help  members  learn  to  apply  Bibhcal  concepts  to  their  everyday  Uves. 

We  are  an  autonomous  Missionary  Baptist  Church  that  is  affiliated  with  the  Johnston  District 
Missionary  Baptist  Association  and  its  auxiliaries  and  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention  and 
its  auxiUaries. 

Please  include  in  your  resume  the  following: 

1.  Name/Address/Day  and  Evening  Phone  Numbers 

2.  Age 

3.  Marital  Stams 

4.  Education/Schools  Attended 

5.  Pastoral  Experience  (Where,  When,  Number  of  Years) 

6.  References 
Qualifications: 

1 .  Ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Minister 

2.  Possess  Leadership,  Administrative,  and  Counseling  Skills 

3.  Willingness  to  follow  Baptist  Doctrines,  Polices  and  Procedures 

4.  Able  to  lead  and  communicate  with  all  age  groups 

5.  Family  oriented 

6.  Must  posses  good  moral  and  ethical  conduct 

Interested  persons  should  send  resumes  to: 
Oakey  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Pulpit  Search  Committee 
Deacon  Loomis  Hodges,  Chairperson,  PO  Box  2435,  Smithfield,  NC  27577 


The  deadline  to  submit  information  for  the 
"Baptist  Informer"  is  the  10th  of  each 
month  prior  to  publication. 


Advertise  in  Your  Baptist  Informer 
We  accept  ads  by  the  column  inch  on  a  monthly  or  yearly  basis.  Due  to  our  non- 
profit status  ONLY  ads  that  directly  offer  religious  services  to  our  member 
churches  will  be  accepted.  The  cost  of  our  'information  service"  will  include 
ONLY  the  cost  of  printing  your  service-related  ads. 

RATES: 

One  time  run  of  service  notice  (monthly)  1  Year  (12  issues) 

1/12  page  —  $50  $300 

1/8  page  —  $80  $600 

1/4  page  — $120  $900 

1/2  page  —  $200  $1^00 

We  also  accept  ads  by  the  column  inch  on  a  monthly  or  yearly  basis. 
ADVANCED  PAYMENT  REQUESTED! 


RENEWAL  &  SUBSCRIPTION  FORM 


Please  look  at  your  mail  label.  It  is  time  to  renevr  your  Baptist  Informer, 
it  is  important  that  you  renew  your  subscription  to  the  paper. 

Individual  subscriptions  per  year  are  $10.00 

(      )  RENEWAL  (     )  NEW 

NAME  ,  „  

ADDRESS  

CITY  

STATE  „  

TELEPHONE  (  )  

TOTAL  AMOUNT  ENCLOSED  WITH  ORDERS  $  

OFFICE  OF  THE  EDITOR 
BAPTIST  INFORMER 
603  SOUTH  WILMINGTON  ST.,  RALEIGH,  NC  27601 
800-639-GBSC  or  www.gbsc.org 


Here  is  the  church, 

here  is  the  steepie 
Open  the  door  and 
see  ail  the  peopie 

.  .  .who  can  now  worship  in  comfort  and  gracious  style 
since  JL^.  Downey  &  Son  helped  them  build  their 
new  Sanctuary  and  Christian  Education  buildings. 


L.  A.  Downey  &  Son  provides  complete, 
turnkey  solutions  for  all  kinds  of  churches 
and  all  kinds  of  budgets. 
Ovir  professionals  can  help  you  from  start  to  finish, 
including  architectural  design  work, 
site  development,  permit  approval, 
actual  construction,  and  more. 
Call  us  today  to  find  out 
how  we  can  help  your  congregation 
meet  its  facility  needs. 


(919)  688-8029 


L.A.  Downey  &  Son,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1688  ♦  Durham,  North  Carolina  27702 
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PULPIT  VACANCY 
FIRST  CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

240  Fields  Drive 
Sanford,  NC  27330 
The  Pastor  Search  Committee  of  First  Calvary  Baptist  Church  is  accepting 
resumes  for  a  full-time  pastor.  First  Calvary  Baptist  Church  is  a  community-ori- 
ented church  with  a  rich  history  of  spiritual  leadership  in  the  Sanford/Lee  County 
area.  First  Calvaiy  has  been  under  the  leadership  of  the  retiring  pastor  for  over  37 
years.  The  ideal  candidate  must  be  able  to  work  closely  with  the  Deacon  Board  and 
Trustee  Board  when  addressing  issues  that  affect  the  congregation  and  church  vi- 
ability. 

Major  responsibilities  and  duties  to  include  the  following:  plan  and  lead  wor- 
ship service,  provide  administrative  leadership  to  the  church  staff,  provide  spiritual 
leadership  to  the  congregation,  counsel  church  members  during  time  of  personal 
problems,  implement  religious  programs  for  our  youth,  visit  the  sick  and  shut-in  at 
home  and  in  the  hospital,  and  preside  at  funerals  and  weddings. 

Minimum  quaUfications  and  experience:  must  be  bom  again  Christian  indi- 
vidual. Licensed  and  ordained  Baptist  Minister  with  a  BS/BA  Degree  in  a  relevant 
field  and  preferably  a  Theological  Degree  from  an  accredited  college  or  university, 
five  years  experience  serving  as  Pastor  or  Assistant  Pastor  of  a  Baptist  Church, 
must  possess  excellent  oral  and  written  communication  skills  and  have  the  ability 
to  lead  a  diverse  group  of  people. 

Salary:  commensurate  with  qualifications  and  experience;  we  offer  an  excellent 
fringe  benefits  package  to  include  housing  and  utUities  at  the  Church  Parsonage, 
medical  insurance  and  retirement  plan.  Interested  candidates  should  forward  re- 
sume with  cover  letter,  and  salary  history  to: 
First  Calvary  Baptist  Church 
Pastor  Search  Committee 
240  Fields  Drive 
Sanford,  NC  27330 

All  resumes  must  be  postmarked  by  March  31, 2002.  No  telephone  calls 
please. 


MUSICIAN  NEEDED 
GALILEE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

PO.  Box  644,  Oakboro,  NC  28129 
Must  be  a  Christian  available  to  serve  every  Sunday. 
Prepare  Choirs  and  Praise  Team  for  Sunday  morning  worship. 
Rehearse  with  choirs  on  scheduled  times. 
Be  available  to  accompany  Pastor  and  choirs  to  church  functions. 
Direct  congregation  in  congregational  hymns 
Must  be  able  to  play  be  ear  as  well  as  read  music 

To  Apply  CaU: 
(704)  532-6813  or  E-mail  to  GaliIeeNC@aoI.com 
Church  is  located  in  Stanly  County  (40  minutes  east  of  Charlotte) 


NEEDED  — PASTOR 

The  Mt.  Carmel  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Elizabeth  City,  North  CaroUna 
announces  a  pastoral  vacancy  and  is  accepting  resumes  from  ordained  Baptist  Min- 
isters with  strong  Baptist  roots. 

We  prefer  that  the  pastoral  candidates  possess  the  following  qualifications: 

a.  Bom  Again  Christian,  spirit  filled,  and  divinely  called  minister  with  strong  family 
and  community  values 

b.  Must  be  a  Missionary  Baptist 

c.  Knowledge  of  Baptist  Doctrine,  church  policies  and  procedures 

d.  Seminary  Training  preferred 

e.  Ability  to  Teach  Bible  Study 

f .  Responsibilities  will  be  in  accordance  with  the  bylaws  of  the  church 
Salary:  Negotiable 

Send  information  to: 

Mt.  Carmel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

Pulpit  Committee 

PO.  Box  1421 

Elizabeth  City,  NC  27906-1421 


February  2002 

Celebrate 

NATIONAL 

AFRICAN 

AMERICAN 

*  -  HISTORY  MONTH 
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BookMe 


327  Haywood  Rd.,  Asheville,  NC  28806  •  704-0804 

An  African- American  Book  Store  

Every  Sunday  Bulletin  Service  (Warner  Press) 

You  only  have  to  order  to  receive  bulletins  regularly  at  low  cost  of  only  $4.20  per 
100  bulletins,  postpaid.  You  save  $5.80  per  100  bulletins  based  on  counterpiece  of 
10  cents  each.  Let  us  send  information  on  how  you  can  start  saving  money  on  your 
bulletins!  Cut  this  ad  out  and  send  it  to:  BookMe,  3271 A  Haywood  Rd.,  AsheviUe, 
NC  28806. 


I 


City 


Zip 


GENERAL  BAPTIST  BOOKSTORE 

Place  your  orders  today  for  Christian  Literature,  Robes, 
Bibles,  Hymnals  and  2001  Vacation  Bible  School  Materials: 

919-839-2211  •  919-836-0061 
Fax  919-821-7466  •  800-639-GBSC 

^  GENERAL  BAPTIST  BOOKSTORE 

603  South  Wilmington  St.,  Raleigh,  NC  27601 


A  Fresh  Look  at  the 
New  Testament  Deacon 


By  John  H.  Walker,  D.  Min. 


NOW  AVAILABLE! 

There  is  a  critical  problem  concerning  the  Deacons  and  the  local  church,  state  and 
national  conventions.  The  Deacons  are  assuming  leadership  roles  without  being 
equipped  for  the  task  of  leadership.  The  relationship  between  the  pastor  and  deacon  is 
widening  because  there  is  a  misunderstanding  concerning  the  mission  of  the  church, 
pastoral  leadership  and  the  role  of  the  deacons. 

This  book  is  a  must  tool  to  bridge  the  gap  between  the  role  of  Pastor  and 
Deacons  in  order  to  provide  EFFECTIVE  LEADERSHIP. 

www.macedoniaofcharlotte.org. 


ORDER  FORM  -Shipping  Info: 


First  Name 


MI 


Last  Name 


City 


State 


Zip  Code 


Area  Code  &  Phone  Number 


Item# 

Title 

Price 

WOl 

A  Fresh  Look  at  the  New  Testament  Deacon 

$17.95 

W02 

A  Fresh  Look  at  the  New  Testament  Deacon  Workbook 

$17.95 

Item# 

Title 

Qty. 

Price 

ShiippiBg/HandUng: 

Up  to  $20     $2^      120.01-200  $12.<>5 
7fiM-4CLm   $5J0     200.01-over  $20.00 
62.01-120.00  $7i>S 

Subtotal 
Shipping  &  HandUng 
Grand  Total 

Send  Completed  Form  along  with  a  check  or  money  order  to:  Dr.  John  H.  Walker,  P.O  Box 
217256,  Charlotte,  NC  28221-7256  • 

Dr.  John  H.  Walker,  D.Min.  •  Office  Phone  (704)  392-8496  •  Email:jhenwalk@hotmail.com 


Winter  is  here! 


AMERICAN  INCOME  LIFE 

INSURANCE  COMFANV 

American  Income  Life  Insurance  Company  with  over  a  40-year  history  of 
serving  associations,  Credit  Unions  and  Union  Members  with  affordable  life 
health  insurance  benefits.  American  Income  is  proud  to  announce  No  Cost 
benefit  to  subscribers  of  the  Baptist  Informer. 

Learn  how  you  and  your  family  can  receive  the  OneCard  Member  benefit 
which  will  safe  you  up  to  60%  discount  on:  Vision  ...  Hearing  ...  Chiropractic 
...  and  Prescriptions  at  No  Cost. 

Simply  fill  out  the  form  below  and  mail,  a  representative  of  ALL  will  deliver 
your  discount  card  and  explain  its  use,  plus  explain  our  New  Family  Dental 
Plan  which  is  available  to  your  entire  family  for  $29.95  per  year!  The  dental 
plan  and  supplement  health  and  life  benefits  are  being  made  available  for 
your  consideration.  You  are  under  no  obligation. 


cut 


cut 


PLEASE  BE  SURE  I  RECEIVE  MY  ONECARD  MEMBER  BENEFIT 


NAME 


HOME  PHONE. 
Spouse's  Name  _ 


Residential  Address . 
City  


.  State . 


.  Zip  _ 


County . 


PLEASE  MAIL  THIS  FORM  TO: 
AIL,  PO  BOX  18825,  RALEIGH,  NC  27619-8825 


e,  atvi  storv. 


Par  'mttmmxvm  on  ihit  4aMlee  Kdittost  WtAf 

Call  vmy^^•'xt■mmx.  w 
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EBONY  INVESTOR 


Finandai  and 
Investment  Information 
is  ava!lat>le  from 
Ebony  Investor, 

«  Learn  tiie  princ 
» Educate  diun 
•  Follow  and  lea 


Receive  a  free  monthly 
online  newsletter  from 
Ebony  Investor. 


I  stewardship* 
alNMlt; Dnanciai  planning* 
ent  portfolio* 


1fe  seh^te  m  jnvest3no»?t  waortshop  for  yotM  ctHifch, 
c<K«act  cwto#dxm¥investor.c»m  or  c^!  (9i9)  419-1318 

www.ebonyinvestor.com 


PRAISE  cx^or 

The  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  N.C.,  Inc. 

Is  please  to  announce  a  spedal  program  with  our  exdting,  new  Christian  Bookstore  & 

Urban  Ministries,  Inc.  (UMI) 

The  only,  independent  African-American  owned  &  operated 
Christian  Publishing  &  Communications  Company 

Our  General  Baptist  Bookstore  recommends  UMI;  Sunday  School  curriculum.  Precepts  for  Living  Sunday  School 
Commentary,  Vacation  Bible  School  for  Children  &  Adults,  Discipleship  Programming  &  Other  Titles,  Black  History  Kits 


Contact:  Dr.  Jimmy  Whitehurst, 
Executive  Manager 

1-800-627-1690 
919-839-2211 


And,  See  You 
In  The  Morning 


An  anthology  of 
Funeral  Messages,  Helps  for 
Sermon  Development, 
Family  Visrr, 
Funeral  and 
Grave  Side 
Services 

Second  PriBtini 

Dr.  Seremis  T.  Chum,  Sr. 
$1Q.OO 


t 

Baptist  Born 
Baptist  Bred 

Who  are  they? 
What  do  they  believe 
and  why? 

A  STUDY  FOR  CHURCH  MEMBERS 

Dr.  Serenus  T.  Churn,  Sr. 
$15.DD 


About  the  Author: 

Dr.  Serenus  T.  Chum  Sr.,  received  his 
Doctor  of  Ministry  Degree  from  Drew 
University,  Madison,  N.J.,  in  1979,  his 
Graduate  Certificate  in  Pastoral  Care  fi-om 
the  Foundation  for  Rehgion  and  Mental 
Health,  Grasslands  Hospital,  Westchester 
County,  N.Y.,  in  1970,  his  Master  of  Di- 
vinity Degree  from  Howard  University, 
School  of  Religion  in  Washington,  D.C., 
in  1969,  his  Bachelor  of  Divinity  Degree 
from  Howard  University,  School  of  Re- 
ligion in  1965  and  his  Bachelor  of  Arts 
Degree  from  Morgan  State  College,  Bal- 
timore, Md.,  in  1962. 
He  was  bom  in  Camden,  N.J.,  to  the  late 
Dr.  Charles  H.  Chum  Sr.,  and  Violet  M. 
Chum  and  was  hcensed  to  preach  at  the 
age  of  15.  He  is  married  to  the  former 
Shirley  Brown  of  Washington,  D.C.,  and 


has  two  sons.  Dr.  Chum  is  currently  the 
Senior  Pastor  of  Mount  Zion  Baptist 
Church,  Winston-Salem,  N.C.  Member 
of  Novant  Health  Board  of  Tmstees, 
Mount  Zion  Site  Director  and  Adjunct 
Instmctor,  Shaw  University  Divinity 
School  and  Drew  University  Theology 
School.  He  is  the  Radio  Host  of  God's 
Trombone  WPOL.  He  has  preached 
across  the  United  States,  Great  Britain 
and  India. 

Place  your  book  orders  to: 

Rev.  Dr.  Serenus  T.  Chum  Sr.,  D.  Min., 

Mount  Zion  Baptist  Church 

Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Drive  &  File  St., 

Winston-Salem,  N.C.  27101 

451  Croydon  Lane, 

Winston-Salem,  N.C.  27107 

Off:  910-722-2325;  Res.:  910-788-3398; 

Fax:  910-722-3359 


The  General  Baptist  Convention  now 

accepts  MASTERCARD  or  VISA 

www.gbsc.org 
Call  for  more  information:  800-639-GBSC 


Do  You  Want  Sermons  for  the  New  Millennium! 
For  The  Preacher,  Teacher  and  The  Hooper! 

Original  Material  •  Dr.  Ricky  R.  Eason 

1.  Do  you  want  some  fresh  sermons? 

2.  Are  you  tired  of  going  into  the  pulpit  not  fully  prepared  to  do  your  best  because  of  a 
busy  week? 

3.  Do  you  want  sermons  that  are  ready  to  preach  just  as  they  are,  yet  flexible  enough  to 
seed  and  feed  your  mind,  so  the  sermon  will  fit  your  particular  situation  or  congregation? 

4.  Do  you  want  super  large  letters  and  book  quality  print,  so  you  can  stand  back  from  the 
pulpit  and  hoop  a  little  bit  every  now  and  then?  WE  CAN  CUSTOM  THEM. 

5.  Sermons  7-9  pages  —  See  for  yourself!  WELL  RESEARCHED  for  the  preacher  and 
the  hooper.  Average  over  20  hours  of  preparation  per  sermon. 

FULL  SATISFACTION  OR  —  MONEY  BACK  GUARANTEE 
THEN  CALL  (864)  576-4961  OR  WRITE: 
RICKY  EASON  MINISTRIES,  139  SAWYER  RD.,  ROEBUCK,  SC  29376 
Ask  to  see  —  The  Sermon  Series:  Notebook  1-7.  73  different  sermons.  Price  unbeatable!  10 
sermons  in  each  notebook!  Have  it  your  way;  make  up  your  own  notebook. 

39.  Peace  —  In  The  Midst  of  my  Storm 
40. 1  Am  On  Ttie  Right  Road,  Now! 

41 .  A  Good  Man  In  A  Bad  Situation 

42.  Good  Medicine  For  A  Bad  Ailment 


SERMON  TITLES: 

01 .  Your  Anchor  Holds  and  Grips  the  Solid  Rock 

02.  You  Got  The  Right  One  Baby/Doing  The  Things  Right 

03.  God  Said  It,  I  Believe  and  That  Settles  It/It  All  Adds  Up 

04.  Bum  Up  Or  Burn  Out  For  God 

05.  Busted  Britches  From  Straddling  The  Fence 

06.  Dangerous  Minds 

07.  Don't  Even  Think  About  It 

08.  Fired  Up  By  the  Holy  Ghost 

09.  Are  You  Full  of  the  Stuff 

10.  Let's  Get  on  Board 

1 1 .  God  Picked  Me  To  Be  On  His  Side 

12.  Grace  on  the  Race 

13.  Grow  Up  or  Blow  Up 

14.  Hang  In  There 

15.  ' He  Lifted  Me  Up  Out  of  the  Miry  Clay 

16.  Look  Where  the  Lord  Has  Brought  Me  From 

17.  If  My  People 

1 8.  We  Can  Do  It  For  A  New  Day  Has  Come 
19. 1  Know  What  Prayer  Can  Do 

20.  Put  Some  Clothes  On  Child 

21 .  A  Right  Thing  in  a  Wrong  Time 

22.  The  Man  Who  Had  Everything  But  the  Right  Thing 

23.  Soap  For  The  Soul 

24.  Stay  On  the  Lord's  Side 

25.  If  You  Take  One  Step  He'll  Take  Two 

26.  Stepping  In  Your  Own  Mess 
27. 1  Can't  Lose  With  the  Stuff  I  Use 

28.  You  Can' Touch  This 

29.  Warm  in  a  Cold  Situation 

30.  That's  the  Way  He  Died  But  That's  Not  The  End  Of 
The  Story 

31 .  What  You  See  Is  What  You  Get 

32.  What's  Faith  Got  To  Do  With  It 

33.  You  Can't  Make  It  Without  God 

34. 1  Just  Want  To  Say ...  'Thank  You  Lord" 

35.  A  Heart  Like  Thine 

36.  Just  A  Closer  Walk  With  Thee 

37.  Give  Me  A  Clean  Heart  So  I  Can  Serve  You 

38.  What  Ever  The  Problem  God  Has  The  Answer 


43.  Stand  Up!  and  Testify 

44.  Bad  Boys!  What  You'll  Going  To  Do  When  He  Comes 
For  You 

45.  Angels  Just  Keep  Watching  Over  Me 

46.  Go  Ahead!  Make  My  Day 

47.  A  Trip  to  the  Cross 

48.  Jesus!  Jesus!  Jesus!  He  Is  Somebody's  Preacher 

49.  On  the  Day  of  Pentecost 

50.  Jesus  Is  All  That! 

51.  Muddy  Putty  in  the  Potters  Hands 

52.  When  Stress  Controls  You  Jesus  Consoles  You 

53.  Black  Men  and  Women,  Young  and  Old,  Changing  A 
Generation 

54. 1  Am  Black,  But  I  Am  Somebody 

55.  Staying  Afloat  in  a  Sinking  Boat 

56.  He  That  Has  A  Friend  Must  Show  Himself  Friendly 

57.  Victory  Is  Mine/Starting  All  Over 

58.  Occupy  Till  I  Come 

59.  A  Man  on  a  Mission/The  Borrowed  Ax 

60.  Busy  in  God's  Business 

Thirteen  Brand  New  Sermons  Below  For  the  Year  2001 

61 .  Just  Like  Mama 

62.  He's  alive  And  I  Am  Glad  About  It 

63.  What  he  World  Needs  Now  Is  Love  Sweet  Love 
64. 1  Moved  From  My  Old  House  And  My  Old  Friends 
65. 1  Just  Want  To  Know  Why 

66.  What  Do  You  Do  When  Life  Is  Not  Fair 

67.  Why  Do  Bad  Things  Happen  To  Good  People 

68.  What  Do  You  Do  When  Your  Brook  Runs  Dry 

69.  Diagnosis  From  Dr.  Jesus,  Go  And  See  The  Dr 

70.  Who  Is  He 

71 .  What  Would  Jesus  Do  (WWJD) 

72.  if  I  Could  Just  Touch  The  Hem  of  His  Garment 

73.  Come  See  A  Man 
Audio  Tapes:  $3.00  each 


Five  New  Sermons  Available  Soon. 
You  may  order  sermons:  Make  check  payable  to:  Ricky  Eason 
Prices; 

1.  Individual  sermons  are  $3.50  each.  CCD's  available 

2. 1  Sermon  Notebook  with  10  Sermons  —  $29.29  each  notebook 

3. 1 0  Sermons  in  each  notebook  —  Mix  or  makeup  your  own  notebook  —  approximately  $2.99  for  each  sermon.  Order 
sermons  by  mail!  Add  $3.50  postage  and  handling 

Money  order  or  cash:  2-3  day  delivery.  Design  your  own  notebook  or  sermons  at  the  same  great  price.  Have  it  Your  Way! 
Checks  accepted! 

4.  For  appointments  call:  Home  (864)  576-4961  •  Business  (864)576-3747  •  E-mail:  ricky139@bellsouth.net 
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Hanging  With  Mr.  Cooper 

Customer  Clothiers 
Larry  J.  Cooper 
President/CEO  •  1-800-266-7515  •  Fax  949-260-2099 
5000  Birch  St.,  West  Tower,  Suite  4000,  Newport  Beacli,  CA  92660 


DO\A/PltC^HI  IQC^H  Church  Administration  Software 
rX^WW  fcf%  www.CapitalComputing.com 


Membership  Profiles 

Pictorial  Directories 

Activities  &  Skills 

Attendance 

Visitation 

Ministry  Services 

Church  Mailing  List 

Equipment  Inventory 

Music  Library 

Tape,  Book  &  Video  Library 


Sermon  Filer 
E-Mail  Directory 
Fund  Accounting 
Accounts  Payable 
Accounts  Receivable 
Contributions 
Payroll 

Built-in  Security 
Graphics 


Customer  Report  Writer 
PhoneTree  Interface 
32-bit  Performance 
Year2000  Ready 
Print  W2AV3  Tax  Forms 
Custom  Reports 
Pledges 

Network  Ready 
Customizable 
Training  Available  On-site 


Capital  Computing  Services 
19  W.  Hargett  St.,  Suite  200 
PO  Box  367 

Raleigh,  NC  27602-0367 
(919)  828-7770  phone 
(919)  833-8975  fax 

Charles  Brown  ©Capital  Computing.com 


ONLY  $295 
(tax  &  shipping 
not  included) 


CONTACT  US  TODAY 


Mars  Hill  College 

introduces  the 

Bonner  Scholars/ 
Project  CREED  Partnership 

African- Amercian  college  students 
guiding  African- American  youth 
toward  success  in  school  and  life 


"This  program  is  very  beneficial  because 
it  allows  you  to  become  a  change  agent  through 
mentoring  and  tutoring.  It  increases  your  chances 
of  benefiting  your  community  as  well  as  yourself.  " 
Che  Curry,  Senior  Bonner  Scholar,  Business  Major 


For  Information  about  the  Bonner  Scholarship, 
contact  Cindy  Frost  at  (828)  689-1162,  email  cfrost(^mhc.edu 


Great  for  Youth,  Young  Adults  and  Adults! 

The  Bible  Study  Manual  is  the  first  in  a  series  developed  by  Jimmie  and  Deloris 
IVhitehurst,  Creative  Christian  Educators. 

The  manual  presents  a  clear  "Straight  Forward"  approach  to  several  key  doc- 
rines  and  current  issues  facing  the  church  today. 

The  manual  presents  29  lessons  and  outlines  for  Comprehensive  Bible  Stud- 
es,  $15.95  a  copy.  Send  check  or  money  order  to:  Dr.  Jimmie  Whitehurst,  PO 
Sox  31093,  Raleigh,  NC  27622. 


Ceciiia  WaCton 
833-S440 

^or'YimOnCy 

(DressmaAing,  (Draperies  *Upho(stery 


Conducting  (Business  <Baseifon  Christian  ^Principles 


The  Wooten  School  of  Music 

Invites  You  to  ''Put  Music  in  Your  Life"  in  2001 

Learn  to  Play  Gospel  Music 

A  unique  style  of playing  chords  to  accompany  your  favorite  tunes. 
Even  at  the  end  of  your  first  lesson.  We  guarantee! 

*  No  prior  experience  necessary 
*  We  guarantee  results  at  the  end  of  the  first  lesson  *  Morning,  noon  or  night  classes 
*  SPECIAL  COURSE  —  "Improving  Your  Present  Style  of  Playing" 
Classes  begin  soon!  Beginning  •  Advaned  *  Intermediate  Classes 

For  additional  information  write:  THE  WOOTEN  SCHOOL  OF  MUSIC 
1003  W.  5th  St.,  Greenville,  NC  27834 
or  call  Studio,  919-757-1023  •  Home  919-757-1135  —  Ya'll  Come! 


Deberry  &  Hand,  P.L.L.C. 

Attorneys  and  Counselors  at  Law 
"Helping  Organizations  That  Help  Others" 
Focusing  On  "Church  and  Nonprofit  Law" 
Does  your  church  need  to  obtain  legal  assistance? 
Then  let  us  help  you.  Our  firm  can... 

•  Incorporate  your  church,  religious  or  nonprofit  organization 

•  Draft  or  Update  your  Constitution,  Charter  or  Bylaws 

•  Conduct  your  title  searches 

•  Represent  you  in  your  real  estate  closing  (purchase,  refinance,  building  and  or 

renovation) 

•  Assist  you  in  establishing  your  Day  Care  or  Elder  Care  programs 

•  Even  represent  you  in  civil  mediation,  arbitration  and  litigation 

We  are  also  available  to  conduct  educational  vi^orkshops  and  seminars  for  your 
church  or  nonprofit  organization  such  as: 

•  What  every  Pastor  should  know  BEFORE  stepping  into  the  pulpit — Protecting 

yourself  from  accusations  of  misconduct 

•  Accountability  Doesn't  Have  To  Equal  Liability — The  Pro's  and  Con's  of 

Incorporation 

•  Maintaining  your  tax-exempt  status — How  to  help  protect  your  church  or 

nonprofit  organization  from  IRS  audits 

•  How  to  Secure  Grant  Funds — Knowledge  and  Plaiming  are  Key! 

•  "Faith  Without  Works  is  Dead!"  —  How  to  put  your  church's  plan  for  conmiunity 

development  into  action 
Our  Firm  is  committed  to  providing  reUable  and  knowledge  legal  services. 
Allowing  Churches  and  other  Nonprofit  Organizations  to  effectively 
"Help  Others" 
We  Are  Anticipating  Your  Call! 
Please  Contact  Attorney  Stephany  C.  Hand 
919-956-7971  *  919-956-9443  (Fax) 

413  East  Chapel  Hill  Street 
P.O.Box  1128,  Durham,  NC  27702    .  . 


Advertise  in  the  Baptist  Informer! 
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AREA  CHURCHES 

A  NEW  monthly  publication 
is  now  available ... 


...For  Churches 
Send  in  your  church 
announcements  one  month 
in  advance  to  let  others 
know  about  your  events. 
This  is  a  FREE  service 
for  all  churches. 


...For  the  public 
There  is  a  way  of 
knowing  what's  going  on 
at  other  churches  up  to  six 
weeks  ahead  of  time. 


For  more  information  write: 


ESTES  PUBLISHING  CO. 

PO  Box  65,  Butner,  NC  27509 
or  call:  919-575-6777 


135'»»  YEAR  BOOK 

Special  Discount ... 

The  History  t/^^ 
oftheGBSC...  Z5 

Check  out  the  General  Baptist  Bookstore  for  the  new  release  at 
919-839-2211  •  1-800-627-1690  •  FAX  919-839-2266 


CHURCH  INSURANCE 

Get  More  For  Your  Money  With  Preferred  Risk  Mutual! 


CNBC 


THE  CONGRESS  OF 
NATIONAL  BLACK  CHURCHES,  INC. 

Sponsor  of  the  Church  Insurance  Program 


For  more  than  30  years,  we've  specialized  in 
Church  Insurance.  We  offer  you  comprehen- 
sive coverage,  from  Church  Property,  to  Day 
Care  Liability. 
CHURCH  •  HOME  •  LIFE  •  AUTO 
For  more  information  on  how  your  church  can 
participate  in  our  church  group  program  contact: 
ROXANNE  TAYLOR,  PRESffiENT 


CHURCH  INSURANCE  PARTNERSHIP  AGENCY,  INC. 

1-800-438-8010 
PREFERRED  RISK  MUTUAL  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

A  Member  of  Preferred  Risk  Group.  West  Des  Moines,  Iowa  1-800-321-5754. 


FREE  ROBES  (with  minimum  order) 

•  ROBES  •  CHOIR  •  CLERGY  •  CASSOCKS  •  ACADEMIC  •  GRADUATION  •  CLERGY 
SfflRTS  •  UNIFORMS  •  BADGES  •  GLOVES  •  EASTER  STAR  WHITE  DRESSES 
•  CHURCH  WARES  •  PEW  BIBLES  •  HYMNALS  •  PARAMENTS 

FREE  MEASUREMENTS,  CATALOGS  &  DEMONSTRATIONS 

JAMES'  HOUSE  OF  ROBES  &  UNIFORMS 

(704)  543-6825  OR  1-800-535-6576  •  FAX  704-543-5575 
PO  BOX  471423,  CHARLOTTE,  NC  28247 
SUPPORT  YOUR  OWN  —  PLEASE! 


r 


Q^Se  2002 
CaiencUvc  ouaiiaBta: 


$6.CC 


Order  your  copies  today: 

The  GBSC  Bookstore 
603  South  Wilmington  St. 
Raleigh,  NC  27601-2338 
919-821-7466  •  1-800-639-GBSC 
alogan@gbsc.org 
919-836-0061  (Fax) 


*6  +  *l 


shipping  &  handling. 


For  10  or  more  books  shipping: 


$5 
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Light  Rock  Realty 
(705)  568-5000 

Areas  of  specialty:  Residential  Purchasing/Selling 
Church  &  Land  Purchasing/Selling 
Group  Homebuying  workshops  for  churches 
Homebuying  programs 
•  No  Money  Down 
•  Down  Payment  Assistance 
•  Alternative  Financing  Options 
If  You  Need  Assistance  in  any  of  the  above  areas, 
contact  Gerald  Searles  at  (704)  568-5000 


Christopher  E,  Jenkins  CPA 

Jenkins  Management  Consulting,  P.C. 

Non-profit  Accounting  &  Management 
Audits  •  Church  Administration 
Clergy  Tax  &  Financial  Planning 
Tax/Information  Return  Preparation 
Voice  (252)  439-1185  •  FAX  (252)  439-1184 
2024  Mare's  Way,  Greenville,  NC  27858 
e-mail:  jmgmtc  @  green  ville.  com 


PEW  UPHOLSTERING 
REVERSIBLE  CUSHIONS 

NEW  PEWS  •  PEW  REFINISHING  •  STAINED  GLASS 
LIGHTING  •  CARPET  •  PAINTING  •  PLASTER  REPAIR 

POST  BOX  BOX  5346 
HIGH  POINT,  NC  27262 

1-800-289-7397 
CHURCH  INTERIORS,  INC. 

The  Nation's  Leading  Church  Renovation  Specialists. 


Turner  &  Company  Sales 

1801  Charles  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27610 
Phone  (919)  833-1871  •  Fax  919-834-6695 
e-mail:  turnerco.sales@triangle2.net 
A.J.  Turner,  Chairman  •  EdmondM .  Pierce,  President 
Shirley  1\imer  Smith,  Vice  President 

"Everything  a  church  needs  •  We  also  refinish  pews! " 


Reflnishings 
by  Kivett's 
Fine  Church 
Furniture  & 
Steeples 


919-833-1871 


Call  Me  Before  You 
Purchase! 


Robes 
Plexiglass 
Podiums 


DIVERSE  HOME  HEALTH  SERVICES 

100  Sunnybrook  Road,  Suite  101,  Raleigh,  NC  27610 
Phone  (919)  250-0606  •  Fax  (919)  250-0201 

Referral  and  Clinical  Services  Available 
24  Hours  A  Day  •  7  Days  A  Week 


2001  QUESTIONS  &  ANSWERS 
FOR  CHURCH  TREASURERS 

About:  Taxes  •  ABC  Retirement/Death  Benefit  Plans  •  Pastoral  Budgets 
THE  MINISTERS  AND  MISSIONARIES  BENEFIT  BOARD 
OF  AMERICAN  BAPTIST  CHURCHES 


475  Riverside  Drive/Room  1700,  New  York,  NY  10115-0049 
Telephone:  1-800-986-6222  •  Fax  1-800-986-6782 


MAKE  TREMENDOUS  PROFITS  BY  SPONSORING  POSITIVE  BLACK 
IMAGE  FUND-RAISERS  OR  SELLING  BLACK  ART  RETAIL! ! 


PBI  Arts  Prints  Ae  Superb  For:  Churches  &  Religious  Organizations  •  Building  Funds  •  Educational 
Funds  •  Church  Board(Usher,  Deacon,  Choir,  etc.)  •  Other  Special  Projects  or  Events  •  huiividuals  •  Small 
Business  Start-up  (Home-based,  Vendors,  etc.)  Part-time  Business  •  Extra  Income 


'The  Old  Fashioned  Baptism' 
by  Arthello  Beck 


Order  Your  Sampler  or  Starter 
Kit  Now  for  only  $20! 


Fund-raiser  Sampler  Kit  includes:  4  full  color 
Religious  Art  Prints  •  Instructions  for  Conducting 
an  Event  •  Over  100  images  of  Black  Art  (Open  & 
Limited  Edition  Prints  focusing  on  Religious, 
Children's  &  Contemporary  Themes)  •  All 
Occasion  &  Christmas  Greeting  Cards  &  Artifacts 
&  Casual  Wear  •  Free  Mini-Prints  •  A  Free 
Subscription  to  our  PBI  Newsletter  •  Below 
Wholesale  Prices! 


SEND  TO:  POSITIVE  IMAGES,  PO  BOX  775,  DEPT.  CFR,  GAITHERSBURG,  MD  20884 

 Please  Rush  Fund-Raiser  Sample  Kit(s)  For  Only  $20  EA.  Individualual  Start  Kit  ONLY  $20  EA.  _ 


Money  order,  check  or  Cashier's  Check  payable  to;  Positive  Black  Images  enclosed. 

Charge  to  my  Visa  MasterCard*  

Signature  

Ship  to:  Name  


_  Exp.  Date  _ 


Address 
Phone  


City 


Zip 


_Evening  Number  _ 


ATTENTION!  PASTORS  &  PREACHERS  STOP!  &  ANSWER 

*Is  your  schedule  busy! 

*  Do  you  find  yourself  laboring  hard  and  long  preparing  sermons? 

*  Would  you  find  yourself  laboring  and  long  preparing  sermons? 

*  Would  you  like  to  get  material  that's  ready  for  the  pulpit? 

*  Would  you  like  to  have  material  that's  easy  to  read,  where  all  the  research  is  already  done  for  you? 

Then  "SERMCO  MDOSTERS"  is  your  solution 

*  We  have  sermons  that  ADDRESS  ALL  OCCASIONS 

*  Each  sermon  is  easy  to  read 

(DOUBLE  SPACED  ON  SINGLE  SHEETS) 

*  Each  sermon  is  HOMELETICALLY  arranged 

(Introduction,  Exposition,  Come-Home  and  Closing) 

*  Each  sermon  has  INSERTED  SCRIPTURE  (where  appropriate) 

*  Each  sermon  has  VERSES  OF  SONGS.  HYMNS  INSERTED  (where  appropriate) 

*  Sermons  as  received  are  READY  FOR  THE  PULPIT 

with  minimum  amount  of  study/adjustments 
Single  copies  are  $5  each.  Anthology  (Book  of  26  sermons)  Volume  I  and  Volume  H,  $75  each. 
Shipping  and  handling  charges  will  be  added  to  all  orders.  Catalogs  with  listing  are  free  upon 
request.  Direct  all  questions  and  answers  to: 
MT.  ARARAT  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  INC.,  2503  N.  MYRTLE  AVE.,  JACKSONVILLE,  FLA.  32209 

ATTN:  SERMCO  MINISTRIES,  PASTOR  D.A.  LATTIMORE  JR. 
1-904-354-7893  (CHURCH)  (FAX  904-354-5883 


BIBLICAL  JOURNEY  TO  FINANCIAL  FREEDOM  WORKSHOPS 

In  this  powerful  seminar,  you  will  discover  the  symptoms  of  financial  bondage,  how 
to  get  out  of  debt  and  how  to  get  control  of  your  money. 

SPIRITUAL  PREPARATION  FOR  YOUR  JOURNEY 
In  order  for  you  to  get  the  most  out  of  this  "journey"  you  must  be  spirituall  prepared. 
The  basic  preparation  is  to  know  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior,  so  that  He  can  be 
your  spiritual  guide. 

The  Bible  teaches  that  no  matter  how  insignificant  by  worldly  standards,  even  the  giving 
of  a  cup  of  cold  water  will  not  go  unrewarded.  What  a  deal!  The  Lord  who  takes  not  of  the 
sparrow's  fall  also  takes  not  of  all  the  little  things  believers  do  for  the  Lord. 
Are  there  some  corrections  you  need  to  make  ia  your  financial  life  in  order  to  have  a 
"journey  to  financial  freedom?"  The  longer  you  wait  to  make  those  changes,  the  greater 
your  loss.  So,  don't  put  them  off;  get  started  today  on  a  "journey  to  financial  free- 
dom," which  includes  making  life's  only  lasting  investment. 
Purchasing  your  "Journey  to  Financial  Freedom"  workbook  from  Rev.  Tyrone  Mar- 
tin. Workshop  information  available  by  calling:  919-266-4709. 

Call  Today  to  Start  Your  Journey! 
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THE  MILLENNNIUM 
STEWARDSHIP 
CAMPAIGN 
3  Million  Dollars  in 
30  Months 
VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 


We  need  volunteers  statewide  to  help  us  with  our  Millennium  Stewardship 
Campaign.  Persons  needed  to  make  contacts,  write  grants,  make  telephone 
calls,  do  mailings  and  identify  perspective  givers.  If  you  are  interested  and 
have  skills  in  these  areas  please  contact  us  at  Baptist  Headquarters,  603 
South  Wilmington  Street,  Raieigh,  NC  27601-2338,  919-821-7466,  800- 
639-GBSC,  HYPEPO^INK  "mailto:alogan@gbsc.org"  alogan@gbsc.org; 
HYPERLINK  "http://www.gbsc.org"  www.gbsc.org.  Please  pray  for  the 
success  of  this  campaign.  Your  participation  will  make  a  difference  in  this 
project. 

Name:  


Address . 
City  


State 


.Zip. 


Telephone  Number . 

Work  Phone  #  

Mobile  #  

e-mail  


.  Pager  #. 


Fax  Phone  # 


website 


The  General 

Baptist 
Convention 
now  accepts 


VISA 


www.gbsc.org 


'  2001-2002  edition ' 

JV.em  MJMJ^Jlmmm  QJhwvdk 


Order  your  copies  today: 

The  GBSC  Bookstore 
603  South  Wilmington  St. 
Raleigh,  NC  27601-2338 
919-821-7466  •  1-800-639.GBSC 
alogan  @  gbsc.org 
919-836-0061  (Fax) 


$10  +  $2 


shipping  &  handling. 


135th  Year  2002 
Celebration 

One-Day  Session  Congress 
of  Christian  Education 

February  9,  2002 

Winston-Salem,  N.C. 


One-Day  Usher  ^s  Convention 

February  23,  2002 

Winston-Salem,  N.C. 

Minsters  ^  Council  2002 
Leadership  Summit 

February  14-16,  2002 

Charlotte,  N.C. 
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OUR  135™  YEAR 
Baptist  Informer 

Volume  125,  Number  3  o^^^-  "^v^Le  S^a^^^^^   March  2002 

Ben  Ruffin  Follows  Up  On  Committee  To  Head  GBF,  Inc.  Tax-Deductible 
Charitable  Gifts  Program  Through  North  Carolina  Mutual  Insurance  Co. 


By  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr.  Executive 
Secretary-TVeasurer 

During  the  General  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention of  North  Carolina,  Inc.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  Banquet  the  guest  speaker 
Mr.  Ben  Ruffin,  CEO/President  of  the 
Ruffin  Group,  Winston-Salem,  N.C.  gave 


By  Dr.H.C.MiUer 
Chairman  of  Evangelism-GBSC 

Grace  and  peace  be  unto  you  all  from 
God  our  Father  and  Jesus  Christ  our  Sav- 
ior. 

It  is  with  great  excitement  and  antici- 
pation that  I  announce  to  the  Convention 
Family  the  details  for  the  Evangelism  Con- 
ference  2002.  This  year's  Conference  shall 
be  held  in  Raleigh,  N.C.  with  the  Watts 
Chapel  Baptist  Church,  April  15-18, 2002. 
We  are  blessed  to  have  secured  anointed 
participants  to  lead  us  in  this  Conference.  I 
am  convinced  God  is  going  to  do  great 
things  as  we  camp  around  the  theme  of 
"Announcing  the  Kingdom  of  God."  Mark 
1:14-15. 

Dr.  Eddie  Hunter,  founding  Pastor  of 
Miracle  Baptist  Church,  Alexander  City, 
Alabama,  shall  serve  as  Conference 
Preacher.  Dr.  A.  Lincoln  James  of  the  Trin- 
ity Baptist  Church,  Richmond,  VA,  as  Con- 


It  was  thirteen  years  ago  that  God  called  Dr. 
Joseph  C.  Paige  to  lead  the  flock  of  Gethsemane 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  Bunn,  North 
Carolina.  Since  that,  time.  Doc,  as  we  affection- 
ately called  him,  was  a  Pastor,  a  Friend,  a  Fa- 
.  ther  and  much  more.  He  was  a  role  model  and 
example  of  love.  He  had  high  moral  values  and 
was  above  all  a  Christian.  Doc  loved  God,  he 
loved  life  and  he  lived  it  to  the  fullest  each  and 
everyday  of  his  life.  His  knowledge  extended 
the  boundaries  of  genius.  Doc  could  expound 
on  just  about  any  subject  available  for  discus- 
sion. Doc  was  dedicated  to  helping  someone 
else.  He  felt  that  if  he  helped  someone  then  his 
living  was  not  in  vain.  No  matter  the  situation, 
no  matter  the  hour  of  the  day  or  the  night.  Doc 
was  on  the  case.  One  night  he  called  Gwen  and 
me  and  asked  us  to  go  with  him  to  the  hospital 
in  Louisburg  to  visit  someone  who  requested 
their  Pastor  to  come  and  have  prayer.  "Youdon't 
mind  if  I  tell  this...  ?"  (That  is  what  Dr.  Paige 
would  say  when  he  would  teU  a  story  and  it 
didn't  matter  if  you  said  yes  or  no  he  was  going 
to  tell  the  story).  So  Gwen  and  I  met  Doc  at  the 
church  and  went  to  the  hospital,  11  p.m.  Visit- 

I 
I 


an  inspiring  speech  about  who  will  roll  the 
"stones  away?" 

Mr.  Ruffm  challenged  the  GBSC,  Inc. 
to  do  more  to  endow  its  work.  He  encour- 
aged the  Convention  to  build  its  Founda- 
tion. In  the  weeks  following  the  event,  Mr. 
Ruffin  has-put  into  place  a  special  oppor- 


ference  Lecturer.  In  addition  to  these 
anointed  men  of  God,  there  will  be  a  Con- 
ference Special  Guest  and  other  participants 
from  across  our  great  state. 

We  are  asking  our  churches  to  represent 
in  this  Conference  with  $  100  and  individu- 
als with  $15.  The  Sheraton  Capital  Center, 
downtown  Raleigh,  shall  serve  as  the  Head- 
quarters Hotel  at  a  rate  of  $89  per  rught. 
Additional  hotels  for  the  Conference  are  the 
Red  Roof  Inn  &  InnKeeper  both  on  South 
Sanders  Stteet,  at  a  rate  of  $49  per  night. 

We  encourage  you  to  come  to  Raleigh 
prayed  up  and  prepared  for  both  instruc- 
tion and  inspiration.  We  are  persuaded  that 
God's  favor  wUl  be  evident  during  this  great 
Conference. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  conmients 
please  feel  free  to  call  my  office  at  (919) 
834-7249/7980,  or  die  Baptist  Headquar- 
ters at  (919)  821-7466. 

May  the  Lord's  blessings  be  upon  you  all 


Humble  yourselves  therefore  under  the 
mighty  hand  of  God,  that  He  may  exalt 
you  in  due  time:  casting  all  your  care 
upon  Him:  For  He  careth  for  you.  To 
Him  be  glory  and  dominion  forever  and 
ever.  Amen!       (1  Peter  5:6, 7, 11) 


ing  hours  closed  for  the  day  and  here  we  go, 
into  the  hospital,  went  straight  to  the  persons 
room,  visited  for  a  while,  had  prayer,  walked 
out  of  the  room  and  the  nurses  and  doctors  never 
said  a  word,  because  they  knew  it  was  only  Dr. 
Paige. 

Doc  was  determined  to  help  as  many  people 
as  he  could  anyway  possible.  And  if  you  could 
be  instrumental  in  helping  him  to  help  some- 
one else,  he  was  quite  persistent  I  don't  think 
Dr.  Paige  knew  what  the  word  "No"  means.  He 
always  said,  all  things  are  possible.  "Claim  it" 
he  would  say  and  "act  as  if  you  already  have 
what  you  have  claimed. "  Dr.  Paige  had  great 
faith;  it  was  larger  than  a  mustard  seed.  He 
tmsted  the  Scriptures,  ask  and  you  shall  receive, 
knock  and  the  door  will  be  open,  seek  and  you 


tunity  for  the  GBSC,  Inc.,  and  the  General 
Baptist  Foundation,  Inc.,  to  participate  in  a 
tax-deductible  Charitable  Gifts  Program 
during  our  Millenruum  Stewardship  Cam- 
paign. The  program  will  be  specially  de- 
signed for  us  by  North  Carolina  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Company. 


Dr.  H.C.  Miller 


and  we  eagerly  await  your  arrival  in  the  capital 
city  for  Evangelism  Conference  2(X)2. 


wdU  find... 

Dr.  Paige's  love  and  caring  concern  for  all 
people  regardless  of  age  or  circumstances  is  now 
legend.  In  addition,  his  generosity  to  those  who 
need,  whether  in  counseling,  listening,  or  the 
sharing  of  financial  resources,  is  virtually  un- 
matched by  others  in  this  Ufe. 

His  unquestionable  faith  in  God  was  well 
established.  The  manner  in  which  he  dealt  with 
his  personal  issues,  fi^om  cancer  to  congested 
heart  failure  was  in  a  source  of  continuing  spiri- 
tual inspiration  to  aU  who  knew  him.  As  a  result 
of  Dr.  Paige's  faith  in  God,  we  are  "finding  more 
power  than  we  ever  dreamed — learning  to  lean 
on  Jesus!"  Doc  taught  us  not  to  complain  be- 
cause we  all  have  some  good  days  and  we  all 
have  hills  to  climb,  we  all  have  weary  days  and 
some  sleepless  nights,  but  when  we  look  around 
and  think  things  over,  all  of  our  good  days,  out 
weigh  our  bad  days...and  we  should  not  com- 
plain. 

The  Gethsemane  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Family  pauses  to  thank  God  for  the  life  of  Dr. 
Joseph  C.  Paige.  We  shall  never  forget  Dr.  Paige, 
for  he  touched  the  hves  of  many.  If  I  can  just 


Mr.  Ruffin  stated,  "...this  type  of  pro- 
gram has  been  used  by  many  other  organi- 
zations and  universities  to  build  their  Foun- 
dation endowments... we  must  begin  to  help 
ourselves  become  more  self-sufficient."  We 
want  to  thank  Ben  Ruffin  and  the  Ruffin 
Group  for  their  willingness  and  commit- 
ment to  help  spearhead  this  part  of  our 
Stewardship  Campaign. 

We  need  each  Moderator,  Pastor,  Ofi&cer  and 
member  of  the  GBSC  to  join  us  in  our  Steward- 
ship Campaign.  Dr.  WB.  Lewis  is  our  overall 
Convention  coordinator. 

(See  Banquet  on  page  3) 


Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige  Sr. 

help  someone  along  the  way,  then  my  living  will 

not  be  in  vain! 

Rev.  Anthonette  Wright 

Associate  Minister 

Deacon  Larry  Neal 

Deacon  Ministry 

Gethsemane  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
(Obituary  on  page  10) 


Chairman  Miller  Announces  Conference  2002 


Pastor,  Friend,  Father.... 


Page  Two 


General  Baptist  State  Convention  and 
North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Convention 
To  Celebrate  135  Years  Of  Co-operation 


By  Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr. 
Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 

In  October  1867,  at  the  creation  of 
the  General  Baptist  State  Convention 
of  North  Carolina,  the  North  Carolina 
Baptist  State  Convention  sent  represen- 
tatives to  assist  the  GBSC  in  its  organi- 
zation. The  Baptist  State  Convention 
appropriated  $500  to  conduct  Mission 
Institutes  for  the  GBSC  Inc.,  during  its 
beginnings.  Also  Article  II,  Section  2, 
of  the  GBSC,  Inc.,  Constitution  call  on 
the  GBSC  and  the  North  Carolina  Bap- 
tist Convention  to  work  together  in 
Kingdom  Building. 

Over  the  years  our  organizations 
have  spearheaded  the  Baptist  work  in 
the  State.  We  periodically  join  together 


for  fellowship,  partnership  and  Chris- 
tian witness.  In  this  our  135th  Year  our 
two  Conventions  are  joining  together 
to  provide  homes  for  Hurricane  Floyd 
survivors  in  Eastern  North  Carolina  and 
to  evangelize  souls  for  Christ. 

This  is  the  first  joint  project  of  our 
Conventions  this  millennium. 

We  have  joined  the  North  Carolina 
Baptist  State  Convention  in  a  joint  Fel- 
lowship Service  and  Statewide  Afford- 
able Housing  Ministry  Project  to  cul- 
minate. May  8,  2002,during  our  135th 
Annual  Mid- Year  Session.  The  Session 
will  be  held  in  Winston-Salem,  N.C., 
at  the  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church.  Dr. 
John  Mendez  is  the  pastor. 

We  have  invited  members  of  the 


Change  for  Change  —  Mount  Olive  Baptist  in  Durham.  Pictured  from 
left:  Rev.  Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr.,  the  Rev.  J.W.  Freeman  and  the  Rev. 
Jimmie  Whitehurst.  Please  collect  your  change! 


(ll}t  IBapttst  Snformcr 

Organ  of  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Inc. 
Voice  of  500,000  Baptists 
(USPS  042-680) 
Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr.,  Executive  Editor 
Dr.  Priscilla  A.  Brodie,  Executive  Editor 
Ms.  Carol  J.  Smith,  Managing  Editor 
Published  the  first  of  each  month  at  Raleigh,  N.C. 
Second  class  postage  paid  at  Raleigh,  N.C.  27601  &  additional  mailing  offices. 
Postmaster  send  addresses  &  all  communications  for  publication  &  inquiry  to 
Baptist  Informer,  Baptist  Headquarters,  603  S.  Wilmington  St.,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
919-821-7466  •  800-639-4272  •  Fax:  919-836-0061  •  E-mail:  gbsc@gbsc.org. 


THEME:  "By  the  word  of  truth,  by  the  power  of  God,  by  the  armor 
of  righteousness... "  (II  Corinthians  6:7) 


North  Carolina  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion to  join  us  in  a  day  of  Fellowship 
Service,  Wednesday,  May  8,  2002.  Dr. 
Gardner  C.  Taylor,  New  York  City;  Dr. 
Don  Bouldin,  Gary,  N.C;  Dr.  Wesley 
Wiley,  Washington,  D.C.,  and  other 
prominent  Baptist  will  lead  the  celebra- 
tion. The  Session  will  solidify  our  part- 
nership to  reach  out  to  hurting  human- 
ity in  Eastern  North  Carolina.  The 
theme  will  be:  "WORKING  TO- 
GETHER TO  ADVANCE  THE  KING- 
DOM." 

Our  project  goal  is  to  evangeUze  lost 
souls  for  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  build  af- 
fordable homes  in  Eastern  North  Caro- 
lina. Each  Convention  will  set  aside 
times  to  receive  stewardship  offerings 
from  our  churches  across  the  State  to 
be  used  to  purchase  building  materials. 
Following  the  May  session  we  propose 
that  our  two  Conventions,  coordinated 
by  our  GBSC  Laymen's  auxiliary  and 
the  BSCNC  Baptist  Men  join  hands  to 
build  the  homes  in  Eastern  North  Caro- 
lina. Laymen  President  Jarvis  Morgan 


Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr. 

and  Mr.  Romas  Hales  will  coordinate 
our  efforts. 

We  will  assist  those  devastated  by 
Hurricane  Floyd  and  fulfill  the  Gospel 
Mandate  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus 
Christ  in  Saint  Matthew,  chapter  25:3 1- 
46. 


GBSC  Is  Available 
To  Work  With  Churches 

By  Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr. 

Greetings!  The  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  is  available 
to  work  with  your  church  during  the  time  you  do  not  have  a  Pastor.  We  will  work 
with  the  Deacons  and  other  officers  to  provide  guidance  as  you  search  for  a  new 
pastor  to  lead  your  church. 

Some  of  the  things  we  offer: 

•  We  have  ordained  Baptist  ministers  available  to  assist  the  Deacons  in 

carrying  out  the  Church  Ordinances:  Lord  Supper  and  Baptism. 

•  We  have  ordained  clergy  who  can  serve  as  an  "Interim  Minister"  in  your 

church. 

•  Some  suggested  workshops: 

/  How  To  Select  An  Interim  Pastor? 

/  How  To  Call  A  Pastor? 

/  How  Much  Should  We  Pay  Our  Pastor? 

/  Church  Administration 

/  How  To  Plan  A  Church  Budget? 

/  Effective  Bible  Study 

/  Evangelism  Classes 

/  Special  Training  For  Deacons/Trustees 

/  Christian  Education  Planning 

/  Church  Development 

/  Please  call  if  you  are  interested  in  any  of  these  services! 
1-800-639-GBSC  (4272) 


Page  Three 


From  the  Desk  of  the  Vice  President  at  Large: 

Charles  T.  Bullock 


'7  press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high 
calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus. (Phil  3:14), 


I  greet  you  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  and 
Savior,  Jesus  the  Christ.  As  I  seek  the  office 
of  president  of  our  convention,  my  purpose 
is  to  serve  Christ  through  the  convention.  We 
have  a  structurally  sound  convention  and 
supportive  auxiliaries  that  are  founded  on  the 
bibUcal  premise  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the 
Son  of  the  Uving  God  and  that  His  Church  is 
to  be  redemptive  and  reflective  of  His  grace 
and  love  for  all  mankind. 

Serving  as  Vice  President  At  Large  af- 
fords me  the  opportunity  to  preside  over  the 
General  Board,  to  work  closely  with  the 
President,  the  Executive  Secretary  Treasurer 
and  other  leaders  of  our  convention.  This 
experience  has  helped  me  to  gain  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  spiritual,  programmatic,  struc- 
tural and  financial  health  of  our  convention. 
I  know  that  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  presi- 
dent to  work  with  other  elected  officers  and 
be  supportive  of  the  convention  objectives. 
In  checking  the  record  of  the  convention,  you 
will  find  that  it  will  testify  to  my  commit- 
ment and  stewardship. 

We  hve  in  a  changing  world  and  as  Chris- 
tians, we  are  to  address  the  challenges  of  a 
changing  world.  As  General  Baptists  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  we  acknowledge  that 
there  are  global  changes  and  world  events 


that  will  force  themselves  upon  us  and  altar 
some  of  the  ways  we  do  ministry.  Yet  it  is 
the  command  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus 
to  "...teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost." 

Therefore,  I  beheve  that  it  is  our  respon- 
sibiUty  as  Christians  and  Convention  lead- 
ers to  affect  in  others  a  desire  for  and  com- 
mitment to  a  closer  and  more  intimate  rela- 
tionship with  God.  This  intimacy  and/or 
transformation  can  take  place  through  the 
relevant  teaching  and  proclauning  of  the  gos- 
pel that  the  redeemed  might  be  edified  and 
the  unredeemed  added  as  Uving  stones  to  the 
building  of  God's  kingdom.  This  can  be  ac- 
compUshed  in  part  as  our  convention  offers 
a  diversified  comprehensive  ministry  to  meet 
the  various  needs  of  the  auxiliaries,  associa- 
tions, unions  and  churches. 

One  of  the  ways  the  convention  can  be 
an  asset  to  its  constituents  in  changing  times 
is  to  provide  the  kind  of  leadership  that  will 
create  an  enhanced  vision  addressing  the 
educational  and  technical  systems  for  daily 
use.  Therefore,  I  offer  a  vision  of  an  enhanced 
education  and  teaching  ministry  of  our  con- 
vention, utilizing  the  state-of-the-art  strate- 
gies and  technology  on  the  local,  state,  and 


Dr.  Charles  Bullock 

collegiate  levels  at  or  through  Shaw  Univer- 
sity Divinity  School.  This  includes  the  use  of 
the  intemet-on-line  courses  and  the  World  Wide 
Web.  Ministers  and  lay  persons  alike  can  take 
advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  pursue  and  con- 
tinue their  education  without  having  to  make 
the  commute  to  Raleigh  on  a  daily  or  weekly 
basis.  Courses  can  also  be  taken  on  the  campus. 


Dr.  John  D.  Fuller  Sr. 


at  the  various  convention  settings,  ministers' 
confer4japes.  Baptist  Assembly  and  at  the  vari- 
ous retreMs.  Arrangements  can  be  made  for  cred- 
its for  courses  taken. 

Committed  leadership  and  continued,  rel- 
evant education  are  only  two  of  the  components 
or  platform  goals  that  will  serve  as  a  foundation 
for  the  program  and  ministry  of  our  conven- 
tion. As  we  seek  to  enlarge  our  ministry  in  these 
areas,  we  will  not  forget  our  commission  to  "...be 
witnesses  unto  me...unto  the  uttermost  part  of 
the  earth."  We  still  have  critical  and  necessary 
challenges  to  "reach  the  masses"  and  the  "least 
of  these' '  at  home  and  abroad  to  provide  for  their 
spiritual,  physical,  emotional  and  educational 
needs  as  well.  Our  primary  goal  in  enhancing 
ourselves  is  that  we  may  be  used  by  God  in  a 
greater  way  to  carry  out  His  Great  Commis- 
sion. These  we  wiU  continue  to  do  as  we  PLAN 
together.  WORK  together,  FELLOWSHIP  to- 
gether, PRAY  together  and  PAY  TOGETHER 
May  God  be  praised  I 


GBSC  135th  Annual  Banquet  in  Memory  ofDr,  Martin  Luther  King  Jr 


The  General  Baptist  State 
Convention's  135th  Annual  Banquet  in 
memory  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr., 
was  held  Friday,  January  1 1 ,  2002  at  6:30 
p.m.  at  the  Raleigh  Civic  Center.  Dr. 
Charles  Bullock,  presided. 

Lift  every  voice  and  sing  was  by  the 
audience.  Greetings  were  by  Dr.  John  D. 
Fuller  Sr.  and  The  Honorable  O.K. 
Butterfield  Jr.  The  Blessing  was  by  Rev. 
Nilous  Avery  II. 

Dinner  music  was  by  "Voices  for 
Christ,"  Fayetteville,  N.C.  Announce- 
ments were  by  Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr. 

Recognition  of  Special  Guest  was  by 
Dr.  Thomas  L.  Walker. 

Presentation  of  Awards  were  by  Rev. 
Norman  T.  Davis  and  Dr.  Howard  Parker. 
The  recipients  were  Dr.  James  E.  Amette, 
Dr.  James  Deotis  Roberts  and  Mrs.  Ethel 
Smith. 

The  Honorable  Loretta  C.  Biggs  in- 
troduced the  speaker;  Dr.  Benjamin  S. 
Ruffin  Music  was  by  Voices  for  Christ. 


(Continued  from  page  one) 

Dr.  Ruffin's  subject  was  "Rolling  the 
Stone  Away."  The  scripture  reference  was 
Luke  23:50-55.  King's  life  was  built  on 
moving  stones  out  of  his  way.  He  gradu- 
ated from  High  School  at  age  15  and  from 
Morehouse  College  at  age  19.  He  was  the 
first  person  in  Atlanta,  Georgia  to  receive 
a  Nobel  Prize. 

Rosa  Parks  was  a  stone  mover  when 
she  refused  to  give  up  her  seat  on  the  bus 
to  a  white  man.  There  were  22  black 
people  riding  the  bus.  The  black  men 
moved.  J.B.  Blake  was  the  bus  driver  and 
he  had  her  put  in  jail.  Her  mother  called 
a  friend  who  was  able  to  get  her  released 
from  jail. 

We  have  not  always  moved  stones  by 
ourselves.  We  have  had  help.  We  have 
always  had  a  few  white  friends  who 
would  help  us.  On  Sunday  morning  we 
would  go  to  church  and  be  motivated. 

This  is  the  73rd  birthday  of  Martin 


Luther  King  Jr.  and  we  still  have  stones 
to  roll  away.  We  have  had  many  who  put 
their  lives  on  the  line  so  that  we  could  be 
free.  We  have  the  stone  in  our  way  be- 
cause we  are  stones  too.  We  spend  700 
billion  dollars  a  year.  Twenty  six  percent 
of  us  make  $15,000  to  $25,000  a  year  and 
forty  two  percent  are  in  poverty.  We  buy 
what  we  want  and  beg  for  what  we  need. 
If  we  respect  what  Martin  did,  we  ought 
to  get  up  and  do  something. 

We  have  known  terrorism  all  of  our 
lives.  If  we  love  Martin  we  have  to  put 
something  in  the  pocket.  We  need  a  foun- 
dation. What  better  contribution  in 
memory  of  Dr.  King  would  be  to  build  a 
Civic  Center? 

We  must  support  our  colleges.  Eighty 
percent  of  doctors  and  lawyers  got  their 
roots  from  Black  Colleges. 

Reflect  on  how  our  grandparents  dealt 
with  moving  the  stones.  Go  back  home 
determined  to  move  the  stone  in  memory 


Justice  O.K.  Butterfield 


of  Medgar  Evers  and  Emitt  Gill,  the  14 
year  old  boy  who  was  lynched. 

Dr.  Ruffin  closed  his  message  by  re- 
citing "His  Eye  Is  On  The  Sparrow." 

The  closing  hymn  was  "We  Shall 
Overcome"  and  the  Benediction  was  by 
Dr.  John  H.  Grant. 


Left  to  right:  Dr.  Logan;  former  Navassa  Mayor  Bobby  Brown;  Dexter  Perry;  Navassa 
Mayor  Ellis  Willis;  and  President  Fuller. 


Left  to  right:  Dr.  Parker,  Dr.  Fuller,  Dr.  Roberson,  Dr.  Bullock,  Mrs.  Smith,  Dr.  J.T. 
Roberts  and  Dr.  Logan. 
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Easter:  Teace  Be  Unto  You' 


By  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 
Brodie 

"THE  STRIFE  IS  O'ER,  THE 
BATTLE  DONE" 

The  strife  is  o  'er,  the  bat-tie  done;  The  vic- 
to-ry  of  life  is  won;  O  let  the  song  of  praise 
be  sung,  Al-le-lu-ia. 

The  paw  'rs  of  death  have  done  their  worst. 
But  Christ  their  le-gions  hath  dispersed;  Let 
shouts  ofho-ly  joy  out-burst,  Al-le-lu-ia. 

He  closed  the  yawn-ing  gates  of  hell;  The 
bars  from  heav'n's  high  por-tals  fell;  Let 
hymns  of  praise  His  triumphs  tell,  Al-le-lu- 


Lord,  by  the  stripes  which  wound-ed  Thee, 
From  death 's  dread  string  Thy  servants  free. 
That  we  may  live  and  sing  to  Thee,  Al-le- 
lu-ia. 

Francis  Pott 

Yes,  Easter  reminds  us  that  "the  Strife  is  O'er, 
the  battle  done;  the  victory  of  life  is  won,"  for 
Jesus  who  died  on  the  cross  and  was  placed  in 
the  tomb,  has  arisen  from  the  grave.  Death  was 
not  strong  enough  to  keep  Him  in  the  grave. 
The  worst  enemy  of  sin  for  mankind  was  de- 
feated. For  all  who  believe  on  Jesus  Christ  the 
Lord  shall  have  this  victory  and  live  with  God 
forever  and  even  Therefore,  all  who  believe  on 
Jesus  can  hear  him  say,  'Peace  be  unto  you," 
according  to  John  20;19-2L 

These  words  of  victory,  Jesus  spoke  to  His 
disciples.  After  having  spoken  to  Mary 
Magdalene,  He,  later  that  evening,  (the  first  day 
of  the  week),  appeared  through  the  shut  doors 
to  the  room  where  His  disciples  were  in  fear  of 
the  Jews.  Standing  in  the  midst  of  them.  He  said 
unto  them,  'Peace  be  unto  you."  How  glad  the 
disciples  were  when  they  saw  the  Lord,  Jesus, 
in  their  midsL  No  longer  need  they  fear,  for  Jesus 


was  no  longer  in  the  grave-dead-,  but  He  was 
alive.  He  was  showing  them  signs  of  his  cruci- 
fixion, places  in  his  hands  and  sides.  He  was 
giving  them  their  assignment:  "Then  said  Jesus 
to  them  again.  Peace  be  unto  you:  as  my  Father 
hath  sent  me,  even  so  send  I  you." 

What  a  joy  to  know  that  we  have  Easter, 
'Peace  be  unto  you"  (us),  because  Jesus  is  alive, 
has  risen  from  the  grave,  has  broken  all  yokes 
of  sin,  even  death!  He  is  life  and  He  gives  life 
(abundant  life,  eternal  life).  He  gives  us  a  new 
dimension  to  life,  Easter  —  'Peace  Be  Unto 
You."  This  peace,  if  we  believe  on  Jesus,  em- 
braces all  arenas  of  our  lives  and  sets  us  free  to 
serve  Him  and  he  in  His  presence  forever,  for 
no  yoke  can  keep  us  in  bondage  or  separation 
from  God.  TO  GOD  BE  THE  GLORY! 
HAPPY  EASTER!  'TEACE  BE  UNTO 
YOU!"  SO  HAS  HE,  JESUS  SPOKEN 
INTO  OUR  LIVES!  ALLELUIA! 

1.  The  State-Wide  Leaders'  Workshop 
will  convene  for  all  departments  at  the  Raleigh 
Civic  Center  on  Saturday,  April  6,  2(X)2.  The 
session  begins  at  9  am.  However,  registration 
begins  at  8  am  for  those  who  have  not  pre- 
registered.  Registration  is  $6  and  pre-registra- 
tion  is  $5.  Please  secure  a  pre-registration  form 
from  the  office  and  retum  it  with  the  fimds  by 
March  15, 2002.  You  may  duplicate  forms. 

2.  The22ndMiiiisters  WivesAVidows'Re- 
treat  is  scheduled  for  Saturday,  May  4, 2002,  at 
the  Baptist  Assembly,  Laurel  Hill.  All  minister's 
wives/widows  are  invited.  The  advance  fee  for 
those  who  plan  to  come  on  Saturday  is  $  1 8.  For 
those  who  come  on  Friday  and  spend  the  night, 
the  advance  fee  is  $25.  For  those  who  come  on 
Friday  and  spend  the  night,  the  on-site  fee  is 
$26.  (People  who  spend  the  night  need  to  bring 


WOMAN'S  BAPTIST  HOME  AND  FOREIGN  MISSIONARY 
CONVENTION  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 
AUXILIARY  TO  GBSC  •  2002  CALENDAR 


Easter 

Statewide  Leaders'  Workshop,  Raleigh  Civic  Center 
Ministers'  Wives  and  Widows  Spring  Retteat 
Young  Adults'  Retreat 

Leadership  Training  Conference,  Baptist  Assembly,  Laurel  Hill 
First  Week  of  Youth  Bible  Camp,  Baptist  Assembly,  Laurel  Hill 
Second  Week  of  Youth  Bible  Camp,  Baptist  Assembly,  Laurel  Hill 
Missions  Prayer  Day  (County  Unions,  et.  al.) 
Thfrd  Week  of  Youth  Bible  Camp,  Baptist  Assembly,  Laurel  Hill 

Woman's  Baptist  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Convention, 
Winston-Salem 


MARCH 

31 

APRIL 

6 

MAY 

4 

JUNE 
1 

3-7 
9-14 
16-21 

22 

23-  28 
JULY 
28-Aug.  1 

AUGUST 

(Prayer  month  for  THE  FAMILY) 

24-  31  Lott  Carey  Baptist  Foreign  Missions  Convention,  New  Orleans,  La. 
SEPTEMBER 

2-6  National  Baptist  Convention,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

28  Family  Missions  Conference,  First  Baptist,  Oxford 

OCTOBER  (Prayer  month  for  SHAW  UNIVERSITY  AND 

SHAW  DIVINITY  SCHOOL) 
12  WBSC  Institute  Workers'  Workshop,  Baptist  Headquarters 

NOVEMBER 

2  Youth  Evangelism  Conference,  Halifax  County  Union,  Host 

4  World  Day  of  Prayer  (BWA  —  Woman's  Department) 

15  Shaw  University  Founder's  Day  Convocation 

15-17  Ministers'  Wives  and  Widows  Fall  Retreat 

28  Thanksgiving  Day 

DECEMBER 

25  Christmas  Day 


bed  linens  and  toiletries.)  Please  pick-up  a  form 
at  the  April  Workshop  or  send  to  the  oflBce  for 
one  and  retum  it  April  19, 2O0f2.  On-site  dona- 
tion is  $20  for  Saturday  only.  There  will  be  a 
class  for  ministers  who  accompany  their  wives. 
They  (husbands)  are  asked  to  pay  the  same  fees 
as  given  for  the  wives. 

3.  The  Leadership  T^'aining  Conference 
wiQ  convene  the  week  of  June  3-7, 2002  at  the 
Baptist  Assembly,  Laurel  Hill.  The  fee  is  $100 
per  person.  Please  send  to  the  office  for  forms 
and  retum  by  May  12, 2002. 

4.  The  Youth  Bible  Camp  will  be  held  June 
9-14, 2002  (Week  1);  June  16-21, 2002  (Week 
2);  June  23-28, 2002  (Week  3).  The  fee  for  the 
regular  camper  is  $  1 60  and  for  the  day  camper 
is  $100.  Campers  are  received  on  a  first-come 
basis.  The  fee  or  a  non-refundable  deposit  of 
$10  must  be  sent  along  with  the  completed  reg- 
isttation  form,  health  form,  and  parental  or 
guardian  statement  form.  Please  contact  the  of- 
fice for  forms. 

5.  Self-Denial  Envelopes  can  be  secured 
from  the  office.  Funds  should  be  sent  to  the  of- 
fice prior  to  this  year's  Annual  Session  (See 
notice  included). 

6.  The  118th  Annual  Session  Pre-Conven- 
tion  Banquet  Tk:kets  may  be  secured  from  the 
office  now.  Tickets  in  advance  are  $30  and  at 
the  door,  $31.  Please  send  your  ticket  request 
along  with  fimds  to  the  office. 

7.  Housing  Reservation  Forms  for  the 
118th  Annual  Session  are  now  available  from 
the  office.  Please  complete  the  form  and  send  it 


Dr.  Priscilla  A.  Brodie 
Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 

directly  to  the  host  hotel,  Adam's  Mark,  Win- 
ston-Salem  The  Annual  Session  Assembly  wiU 
meet  July  29-August  1,2002 at  the  Benton  Con- 
vention Center,  Winston-Salem 

8.  The  Young  Adult  Retreat  will  meet  at 
SL  Paul  Baptist  Church,  Charlotte,  Dr.  Gregory 
Moss,  pastor.  May  31-June  1, 2002.  Please  se- 
cure a  form  from  the  office  and  return  by  the 
given  date. 

9.  Our  budgetforfiscal  year 2001-2002 is 
$801 ,357  in  terms  of  $33,500  —  Shaw  Divin- 
ity School;  $49,500  —  Shaw  University; 
$80,200— Foreign  Missions;  $36,500— Cen- 
tral Children's  Home;  $561,157  —  State  Mis- 
sions; $40,500 — Baptist  Assembly.  Please  send 
contributions  for  the  Woman's  Convention 
made  payable  to  the  Woman's  Baptist  State 
Convention  or  Woman's  Baptist  Home  and 
Foreign  Missionary  (Tonvention.  Please  mail 
contributions  and  correspondence  to  P.O.  Box 
1818,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27602. 


SELF-DENIAL  OFFERING  UPDATE 

•  That  Seniors  give  a  minimum  of  $5  per  year  for  Self-Denial  (Seniors  Denial  for 

Mission  —  SSFM). 

•  That  Young  Adults  give  Self-Denial  (Young  Adult  Dollars  for  Mission  —  YADFM) 

also;  no  set  amount  of  dollars  was  given. 

•  That  Youth  give  Self-Denial  (Youth  Quarters  for  Missions  —  YQFM)  also. 

Officially  Revised:  Nov.  10, 2001 


SELF-DENIAL  OFFERING 

(Minimum  of  $5  Per  Year) 
Woman's  Baptist  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Convention 
Our  118th  Annual  Session 
To  Be  Held  July  29-August  1,  2002 
Benton  Convention  Center,  Winston-Salem,  N.C. 


I 


State  Missions 
Name  


Foreign  Missions 


Christian  Education 


Address 


Church 


Amount 


City 


Department 


Mrs.  Julias  McDonald,  President 
Dr.  Priscilla  A.  Brodie,  Executive  Secretary 
(Please  change  coins  into  currency  or  check) 

Note:  Please  make  all  checks/money  orders  payable  to  the  Woman 's  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention or  Woman 's  Baptsit  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Convention  and  send  to 
Woman's  Baptist  State  Convention,  P.O.  Box  1818,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27602. 
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MORE  WOMEN'S  NEWS 


*God's  Family  Snapshot' 


By  Sisters  Lloyd,  Ferebee  &Dunbar 

On  Saturday,  January  12,  2002,  mis- 
sionaries from  the  mountains  to  the  coast 
gathered  at  the  Raleigh  Conven- 
tion and  Civic  Center  for  the 
Forty-ninth  Annual  One-Day 
Session  of  the  Woman's  Baptist 
Home  and  Foreign  Missionary 
Convention  of  North  Carolina. 

The  Session  opened  as  Presi- 
dent Julias  McDonald  called  the 
convention  to  order  and  with  the 
congregation  singing.  Following 
were  the  worship  and  praise  mo- 
ments, led  by  Mrs.  Cleo  Bowden, 
the  worship  committee  chairper- 
son. The  congregation  joined  in 
an  inspirational  and  uplifting  ser- 
vice of  praise.  The  scriptural 
readings  were  by  Mrs.  Evelyn 
Jefferson  and  Mrs.  Margaret 
Davis,  and  prayer  by  Mrs.  Cleo 
Bowden,  who  also  brought  the 
theme  message,  "Transforming 
the  Family  Through  Christian 
Communication."  Presidential 
moments  were  given  by  Presi- 
dent McDonald.  Paying  tribute  to 
the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.,  Mrs.  Audrey  Battle  led 
ftie  htany. 

Greetings  were  brought  from 
General  Baptist  State  Convention 
by  Dr.  Charles  Bullock,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Dr.  John  D.  Fuller;  by 
Dr.  Talbert  Shaw,  president  of 
Shaw  University/Shaw  Divinity  School; 
and  by  Mrs.  Phyhsa  Kelly  and  Mrs.  Eve 
Greer  from  the  Youth  Bible  Camp.  Mrs. 
Diane  Newell,  representing  the  Congress 
of  Christian  Education,  also  gave  greet- 
ings. Following  the  greetings,  praises 
rang  throughout  the  center  as  the  congre- 
gation joined  Mrs.  Alice  Greene  in  a  joy- 
ous "Singspiration." 

Dr.  Cathy  GilUard,  in  the  Bible  study, 
gave  helpful  information  regarding  the 
family  with  emphasis  on  three  points. 
Christian  values.  Christian  worship,  and 
Christian  evangehsm.  A  special  presen- 
tation was  made  by  Dr.  Gladys  Graves, 
Director  of  the  North  Carolina  Teaching 
Fellows  Scholarship  Program.  Dr.  Graves 
emphasized  the  need  for  recruiting  per- 
spective teachers,  especially  minorities. 
Challenging  the  attendees  to  encourage 
their  children,  grandchildren  and  other 
family  members  to  become  teachers,  she 
echoed  this  reminder,  "Life  Is  a  Class- 
room, But  Who  Will  Teach  Our  Chil- 
dren?" 

Recognitions  were  made  by  Mrs. 
Audrey  P.  Battle.  Among  those  recog- 
nized were  there-seven  pastors  and  thir- 
teen ministers/evangelists.  Additionally, 
first-time  attendees  were  presented.  Hav- 
ing been  vineyard  workers,  in  their  A-1 
and  Lydia  Circles,  as  well  as  their  Unions, 
Auxiliaries,  and  District  conferences, 
many  missionaries  were  recognized.  A 
number  of  honorees  who  had  receive 
twenty-five  year  service  certificates  came 
forward  for  recognition. 

Executive  Secretary  Dr.  Priscilla  A. 


Scenes  from  Jan.  12, 2002, 49th  One-Day  Session, 
Raleigh  Civic  Center,  Raleigh 


Left  to  right:  2nd  Vice  President,  Audrey  Battle,  3rd  Vice  President,  Linda  Inman,  Youth  Supervisor, 
Ellender  LeMay,  1st  Vice  President,  Bronnie  Daniels,  and  President  Julias  McDonald.  Young  Adult 
Director  Vanessa  Gregory,  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer,  Priscilla  A.  Brodie,  Young  Adult  Associate 
Director,  Helen  Judd,  Past  President,  Shirley  Bullock,  4th  Vice  President,  Elizabeth  Marrow,  Past  Presi- 
dents, Eva  Johnson  and  Maggie  White. 


Panoramic  View  of  Senior  Department  And  Audience  —  President  Julias  McDonald,  presiding. 


Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  Priscilla 
A.  Brodie,  giving  her  report. 


Dr.  Gladys  Graves,  Director/NC  Teach- 
ing Fellows  Scholarship  Program,  guest 
speaker  (member  of  Christian  Faith 
Baptist  Church,  Raleigh). 

More  'Snapshots' 
scenes  on  next  page 


Brodie  gave  convention  directives  and  the 
financial  report.  A  summary  of  her  report 
reflected  a  total  budget  of  $801,357,  re- 
ceipts of  $74,587.21,  and  need  of 
$726,769.76.  She  expressed  grati- 
tude for  the  support  given  and 
gave  thanks  and  praises  to  God 
and  to  all  who  shared  in  His  work. 
To  God  be  the  glory!  Other  re- 
ports included  Committee  on 
Committees  and  Christian  Edu- 
cation Committee  Reports  by 
Mrs.  Bonnie  Daniels  and  Mrs. 
Brenda  Jones,  respectively.  Third 
Vice-President  Mrs.  Linda  Inman 
and  Four  Vice  President  Ehzabeth 
Marrow  made  the  Stewardship 
appeals  for  Soul-Winning  and 
State  Missions  Offering. 

The  Stovall  First  Baptist  Choir 
rendered  a  message  in  song  prior 
to  department  presentations.  Mrs. 
Vanessa  Gregory,  Young  Adult 
Director,  shared  that  two  hundred 
and  fifty  young  adults  assembled 
in  rejoicing  and  lifting  the  Name 
of  Jesus.  Youth  Supervisor 
Ellender  LeMay  stated  that 
eighty-nine  supervisors,  forty- 
eight  youth  presidents,  sixty-one 
vice  presidents,  and  two-hundred 
fifteen  first-timers,  along  with 
twenty-five  plus  minister/pastors 
joined  in  praises  to  the  Lord. 
Dr.  Willie  S.  Darby,  Vice  Moderator 
for  the  County  Line  Association,  pre- 
sented the  minister  scheduled  to  bring  the 
message.  A  soul-stirring  and  inspirational 
sermon  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Terry 
Taylor,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Stovall,  N.C.  He  shared  the  scriptural 
reading  from  Proverbs  21:23  and  James 
1:26.  His  subject  was  "Transforming  the 
Family  Through  Christian  Communica- 
tions. He  challenged  the  congregation  to 
line  up  with  the  Word  of  God  and  charged 
that  missionaries  be  real  in  what  we  do. 
He  left  this  question  to  be  answered.  "If 
God  were  to  take  a  picture,  would  you  be 
in  the  snapshot?"  An  altar  call  was  made, 
and  Rev.  Darby  gave  the  altar  prayer.  The 
session  closed  with  music  by  the  choir 
and  the  benediction  by  Rev.  Taylor. 


Rev.  Terry  Taylor,  Pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Stovall,  preaching  the  sermon. 


Dr.  Cathy  Gilliard,  Assistant  to  the  Pas- 
tor, White  Rock,  Durham,  presenting  the 
Bible  Study. 


Plage  Six 


MORE  WOMEN'S  NEWS 


A-l  Auxiliary  Representatives 


Lydia  District  Conference  Reoresen.tatives 


A-l  Union  Representatives 


Lydia  Union  Representatives 


I  


Lydia  Circle  Representatives 


Pastors  and  Ministers  attending  the  session. 


Pastors  and  Ministers  attending  the  session. 


Altar  call:  Dr.  Willie  Darby,  giving  the  prayer. 


Lydia  Auxiliary  Representatives 


Young  Adult  Officers:  Ms.  Vanesse  Gregory,  director,  Mrs.  Helen  Judd,  Associate 
Director,  Ms.  Anjanette  Wall,  2nd  Vice  President,  Mr.  Antwahn  Mangum,  3rd  Vice 
President,  Ms.  Tilola  Mitchell,  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  Eric  Barnhill,  President, 
Ms.  Beverly  Imes,  Assistant  Secretary,  Mr.  Sigmond  Jenrette,  Assistant  Choir  Direc- 
tor. Visiting  for  greetings,  3rd  Vice  President,  Linda  Inman, 


Young  Adult  Department 


Voices  of  Praise  Choir  —  New  Bethel,  Winston-Salem 
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1st  Vice  President  Bronnie  H.  Daniels  giving  greetings  to  the  Youth  Department.  Left 
to  right:  Marcus  Bass,  ReDydre  S.  Latta,  George  Metz,  Vernice  Lassiter,  Supervisor 
Ellender  LeMay,  Associate  Supervisor,  Louise  Lassiter,  Maya  Thompson  and  Brian 
Melton. 


Youth  Department:  Ms.  Jewelyn  Dunn  and  Youth  from  St.  Matthews,  in  Raleigh. 

Food  Drive  To  Be  Held 
On  Saturday,  April  6,  2002 


By  Director  Gregory 

To  help  supplement  the  food  supply  of  North 
Carolina,  the  Woman's  Convention  will  spon- 
sor a  food  drive  on  Saturday,  April  6, 2002,  dur- 
ing the  Leadership  Workshop,  here  at  the  Ra- 
leigh Convention  and  Civic  Center. 

This  food  drive  will  be  cxx)rdinated  by  the 
Young  Adult  Department;  however,  we  are  ask- 
ing all  departments  to  bring  non-perishable  food 
items  on  that  day.  We  soUcit  all  types  of  non- 
perishable  food  items  (be  sure  to  monitor  the 
expiration  date).  Food  should  include  all  types 
of  can  goods  (vegetables,  finit,  soup,  beans,  etc.), 
breakfast  cereals  (hot  and  cold)  and  dry  goods 
such  as  pasta  and  rice.  Please  do  not  bring  any 
items  in  glass  containers. 

Upon  arriving  at  the  Raleigh  Convention  and 
Civic  Center,  please  drop  off  your  foods  items 
at  the  fix)nt  entrance.  If  you  have  large  amounts 
of  food,  please  drop  off  your  food,  prior  to  park- 
ing your  vehicle.  Young  Adults  will  be  on  the 
outside  to  collect  your  food  items  and  place  them 
in  containers  provided  by  the  Food  Bank  of 
North  Carolina.  These  items  will  be  placed  in 
large  food  containers  between  8  a.m.  and  12 
noon.  The  Food  Bank  of  North  Carolina  will 
pick  up  the  food  containers  at  noon.  If  you  are 
not  planning  to  attend  the  leadership  worifshop, 
but  live  in  the  Raleigh  area,  you  can  drop  off 
your  food  item  in  front  of  the  Civic  Center. 
Young  Adults  will  meet  you  at  your  car  to  re- 
ceive your  items. 

We  are  requesting  that  each  District  Con- 
ference Chairperson,  assist  us  in  spreading  the 


news  of  bringing  these  items  on  Saturday,  April 
6, 2002.  Please  have  this  infonnation  included 
all  newsletters  in  your  church,  auxiliary,  county/ 
city,  associations  and  district  conferences.  Also, 
we  plan  to  announce  the  Food  Drive  on  local 
radio  stations  in  various  areas. 

Our  goal  is  2,000  pounds  of  food;  therefore, 
we  are  encouraging  you  to  tell  others  about  this 
outreach  project  If  each  of  one  of  us  brings  at 
least  one  pound  of  food  (most  cans  of  food  weigh 
from  14  to  16  ounces  each),  we  call  fill  the  con- 
tainers. Each  container  provided  by  the  Food 
Bank  will  hold  500  cans  of  food. 

If  you  have  questions  or  would  like  some- 
one to  remind  you  to  bring  the  non-perishable 
food  items  on  April  6, 2002,  please  contact  one 
of  the  Young  Adult  Officers  or  Directors  Gre- 
gory or  Judd,  so  that  we  can  make  arrangements 
to  have  a  Young  Adult  Officer  in  your  area  pick 
up  the  food  items.  If  you  know  that  you  will  not 
be  able  to  attend  on  April  6, 2002,  please  pur- 
chase the  non-perishable  food  items  and  ask  a 
friend  to  bring  it  for  you. 

We  are  excited  about  this  outreach  mission 
project.  We  have  already  asked  God  to  guide  us 
in  reaching  across  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina. James  2: 15  &  16  "If  a  brother  or  sister 
be  naked,  and  destitute  of  daily  food.  And 
one  of  you  say  unto  them.  Depart  in  peace, 
be  ye  warned  and  filled;  notwithstanding 
ye  give  them  not  those  things  which  are 
needful  to  the  body;  what  doth  it  profit? 
Even  so  faith,  if  it  hath  not  works,  is  dead, 
being  alone." 


THE  HANDBOOK/or  Pastor's  and  Minister's  Wives  By  A.P.  Wyfe 

Thought  provoking  Biblically  based 
Dedicated  to  the  ministry  of  being  a  "Help  meet"  Gen.  2:18 

Written  by  a  pastor's  wife  for  pastor's  and  ministers'  wives 
OVER  950  SCRIPTURE  REFERENCES! 
$14.95  check  or  MO  (postpaid)  to: 
The  KR  Company 
110  W.  9th  St.,  Box  321,  Wihnington,  DE  19801 
Send  for  yours  Today!  •  Allow  4  weeks  for  deUvery 


Church  needs  have  changed! 

CHURCH  BUS  FOR  SALE! ! ! ! 

Excellent  Condition-1991  Chevy  350  Engine,  23  passengers,  new  tires 
&  transmission  &  less  than  13,000  miles 

Contact  Brother  Alexander  Hayes  at  (336)  498-3197  for  further 
information  after  6  p.m.  or  leave  a  message. 


Youth  Department 


THE  NEHEMIAH  PRAYER  CHAIN 

of  the 

Woman 's  Baptist  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Convention 
of  North  Carolina,  Auxiliary  to  GBSC,  Inc. 
Initiated  at  the  Leadership  Training  Conference 
J.J.  Baptist  Assembly,  June  10,  1999 

2  CHRONICLES  7:14 
"Every  time  I  feel  the  Spirit,  I'll  Pray  " 
Participating  Counties 
Anson,  Brunswick,  Columbus,  Cumberland,  Durham,  Hertford,  Hoke,  Iredell,  Jones, 
Mecklenburg,  Onslow,  Orange,  Scotland,  Stanley,  Union  and  Vance. 
Each  county  should  have  prayer  warriors  committed  to  the  chain  that  pray 
every  time  the  Spirit  says  pray  for  our  families,  Woman's  Convention, 
churches  and  our  youth. 
Designated  times  to  pray: 
Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday  at  12  noon 
and  any  other  time  that  the  Spirit  says  so. 
Scriptures 

Acts  12:5,  James  4:21,  I  John  5:14-15,  Ephesians  6:18,  John  3:22,  Luke  18:1, 
James  5:16,  John  14:13-14,  Acts  1:14;  2:1-4,  41-42 

The  Prayer  Warriors  Chain  encourages  any  persons  who  desire  to  become  a 
link  in  the  chain  to  do  so  anytime  you  care  to. 

We  all  need  to  stay  prayed  up! 
Jesus  might  come  anytime! 

Mrs.  Robbie  Diggs,  chairperson 
Mrs.  Colene  Stanley,  co-chairperson 


^ikBSTIER 

X^ilWEIETIINGS 


CHARLES  NORTON 

PRESIDENT 

919-779-3731 

FAX  919-779-5687 

^fc^^  PRINTING  ~  GRAPHICS 

1130  HWY.  70  WEST,  GARNER, 

NC  27529 

CENTURYPRINTING  @  EARTHLINK.NET 

A&O  CHURCH  FURNITURE 

PO  Box  1053,  Jamestown,  NC  27282                                                     Showroom:  1005  Greensboro  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27250 
Local  336-454-5145  •  Fax  336-5583  •  Toll  1-800-523-9058  •  E-mail  Address:  aochurchfumiture@hotmail.com 

•Wholesale 

•Easels 

•Lecterns 

Pricing  to  Churches  & 

•Juvenile  Furniture 

•Coat  Racks 

Church  Affiliated  Schools 

•Folding  Stages 

•Nursery  Cribs  &  Cots 

•Classroom  Seating 

•Activity  Tables 

•Pevs 

•Chalkboards 

•Library  Furniture 

•Carpet 

•Bulletin  Boards 

•Folding  Doors 

•Stained  Glass 

•Folding  Tables 

•Room  Dividers 

•Pew  Upholstering 

•Folding  Chairs 

•Office  Desks 

•Pew  Cushions 

•Rocking  Chairs 

•Cabinets 

•Educational  Furniture 

•Storage  Caddies 

•Commercial  Carpet 

•Baptistries 

•Teachers  Desks 

A&O  is  Alpha  &  OMEGA  (Your  Source  for  Complete  Church  Furniture) 
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Come  Join  Us! 


135'^  YEAR  CELEBRATION 

STATEWIDE  CHURCH 
MUSIC  CONFERENCE 


APRIL  25-27, 2002 

St.  Luke  Missionary 
Baptist  Church 

Morehead  City,  N.C.  28577 
Rev.  S.  Barrow  III,  Pastor 

HIGHLIGHTS 

*  YOUTH  PRAISE  DANCERS 
*SIGN  LANGUAGE  FOR  WORSHIP 
*HANDS-ON  PIANO  TECHNIQUES 
^INTRODUCING  THE  NEW  AFRICAN- 
AMERICAN  HERITAGE  HYMNAL 
*VOCAL  TECHNIQUES  FOR  CHOIRS 
*BODY  &  SOUL  HEALTH  ISSUES 


GENERAL  BAPTIST  STATE  CONVENTION  MUSIC  CONFERENCE 
Dr.  John  D.  Fuller  Sr.,  President  GBSC 
Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr.,  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 
Mrs.  Octavialvory,  Music  Conference  Coordinators 
April  25-27, 2002 
Registration/Representation  Form 


|<[ame . 


address 


I  City 

t'astor  

Ussociation 


State 


Zip  Code 


'hone  Number  Church  ( 
'hone  Number  Pastor  ( 
four  Name  


f\ddi 


ress 


I  City 
lYour  Phone  ( 

i-mail  address 


SMe" 
Website 


Zip  Code 


'ersonal  Registration: 
dumber  of  messengers: 
phurch  Representation: 
pBSC  Music  Conference 


$30  per  person 
$30  each 
$100 


Amount  $ 
Amount  $ . 


Please  send  registration  form  to:  BAPTIST  HEADQUARTERS 
GBSC  ANNUAL  SESSION 
603  S.  Wihnington  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27601 
800-639-GBSC  (4272)  —  919-821-7466 
HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL;  BEST  WESTERN  CRYSTAL  COAST  RESORT 
109  SALTER  PATH  ROAD,  ATANTIC  BEACH,  NC  28512 
SINGLES  &  DOUBLES:  $45  +  11.5%  TAX 


^^^^^ 


252-726-2544,  1-800-733-7888 
RESERVATION  DEADLINE:  APRIL  2,  2002 


ANNUAL  STATEWIDE  EVANGELISM  CONFERENCE 
Dr.  John  D.  Fuller  Sr.,  President  GBSC 
Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr.,  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 
Dr.  H.C.  Miller,  Evangelism  Chairman 
April  15-18,  2002 
WATTS  CHAPEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  TRYON  ROAD,  RALEIGH,  NC. 
Registration/Representation  Form 

Church  


Address 


City 
Pastor 


State 


Zip  Code 


Association 


Phone  Number  Church  (  ) . 
Phone  Number  Pastor  (        )  _ 

Your  Name  

Address  


CIfy  

Your  Phone (  ) 

E-mail  address  


Sfaie" 
Website 


Zip  Code 


Personal  Registration: 
Number  of  messengers: 
Church  Representation: 


$15  per  person 

$15  each  Amount  $. 

$100  for  the  year  Amount  $ . 


Please  send  registration  form  to:  BAPTIST  HEADQUARTERS 
EVANGELISM  CONFERENCE 
603  S.  Wihnington  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27601 
800-639-GBSC  (4272)  —  919-821-7466 
HOTEL:  SHERATON  CAPITAL  CENTER 
421  SOUTH  SALISBURY  STREET,  RALEIGH,  NC  27601 
919-821-7466 
$89  +  TAX:  DEADLINE  APRIL  2,  2002 


^^^^^ 


OTHER  HOTELS  TO  CONSIDER  FOR  EVANGELISM  CONFERENCE: 
RED  ROOF  INN,  SOUTH  SAUNDERS  ST.,  RALEIGH 
(919)  833-6005  •  DEADLINE  MARCH  25,  2002 
BLOCK  CODE  —  B256-CHURCH 
ROOM  RATE  $41.99  PLUS  TAX  •  20  ROOK  BLOCK 

INNKEEPER,  SOUTH  SAUNDERS  RD.,  RALEIGH 
(919)  821-0521  •  DEADLINE  MARCH  31, 2002 
BLOCK  CODE  —  GBSC 
ROOM  RATE:  $42.99  PLUS  TAX  •  20  ROOM  BLOCK 


N.C.  Council  of  Churches  Seminar  Focuses  on  Economic  Divide 


Submitted  by  Carol  J.  Smith 
Associate  Editor 

The  chasm  between  rich  and  poor  and  its 
many  impHcations  for  our  lives  are  the  basis  for 
the  North  Carolina  of  Churches'  2002  Critical 
Issues  Seminar,  which  vM  take  place  April  9  in 
Greensboro.  'The  Gap  Between  Rich  and  Poor 
Dives  and  Lazams  Today"  is  scheduled  from  9 
am  to  3:15  p.m  at  Bethel  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Experts  from  across  the  state  will  address 
topics  ranging  from  the  symbolism  of  the  World 
Trade  Center  as  a  terrorist  target  to  the  personal 
response  of  Uving  simply  to  help  close  the  eco- 
nomic gap. 

The  title  of  the  seminar  is  based  on  the  bib- 
lical parable  of  a  rich  man.  Dives,  whose  wealth 
cannot  save  his  soul,  and  Lazarus,  who  suffers 


great  poverty  on  earth  but  goes  on  to  feast  in 
heaven. 

"Many  American  Christians  should  be  made 
nervous  by  this  passage,"  said  George  Reed, 
Executive  Director  of  the  CoundL  'Tf  Jesus  were 
auditioning  us  for  parts  in  the  stoiy,  most  of  us 
wouldn't  be  Lazarus.  Many  of  us  qualify  as  what 
Ron  Sider,  decades  ago,  called  'rich  Christians 
in  an  age  of  hunger.'" 

"^th  more  than  one  million  people  in  North 
Carolina  living  below  the  poverty  line  and  1.2 
billion  people  worldwide  living  on  $1  or  less 
per  day,  the  Council's  work  for  justice  must  fo- 
cus on  closing  the  gap  between  those  who  have 
so  much  and  the  many  who  have  so  Utile." 

For  more  additional  information  about  the 
seminar  or  to  attend,  please  contact  the  Council 
offices  at  919-828-6501. 


CHURCH  INSURANCE 

Get  More  For  Your  Money  With  Preferred  Risk  Mutual! 


CNBC 


THE  CONGRESS  OF 
NATIONAL  BLACK  CHURCHES,  INC. 

Sponsor  of  the  Church  Insurance  I'rogram 


For  more  than  30  years,  we've  specialized  in 
Church  Insurance.  We  offer  you  comprehen- 
sive coverage,  from  Church  Property,  to  Day 
Care  Liability. 
CHURCH  •  HOME  •  LIFE  •  AUTO 
For  more  information  on  how  your  church  can 
participate  in  our  church  group  program  contact: 
ROXANNE  TAYLOR,  PRESIDENT 


CHURCH  INSURANCE  PARTNERSHH*  AGENCY,  INC. 

1-800-438-8010 
PREFERRED  RISK  MUTUAL  INSURANCE  COMPANY 
A  Member  of  Preferred  Risk  Group.  WestDes  Moines,  Iowa  1-800-321-5754. 
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LAYMEN'S  LEAGUE  NEWS 


Laymen  Mid-Annual  Session 


By  Romas  L.  Hales 

The  time  for  the  State  Laymen's  League 
Mid- Annual  Banquet  and  One-Day  Session 
is  fast  approaching.  We  hope  you  are  mak- 
ing plans  to  attend. 

The  Mid-Annual  Banquet  will  be  held 
on  Friday,  April  12,  2002  at  7  p.m.  at  the 
Mountain  and  Catawba  Training  and  Fel- 
lowship Center,  3370  Reid  Circle.  Sherrill's 
Ford,  N.C.  28673. 

The  telephone  number  for  the  center  is 
(828)  478-5424.  The  Banquet  tickets  are 
$20  for  adults  and  $  10  for  youth  twelve  and 
under.  You  may  purchase  tickets  from  Bap- 


tist Headquarters,  Laymen  or  at  the  door. 
We  hope  most  of  you  will  purchase  your 
tickets  in  advance  for  adequate  preparation 
purpose.  We  certainly  hope  you  will  attend. 

The  One-Day  Session  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  April  13,  2002  at  the  Mountain 
and  Catawba  Training  and  Fellowship  Cen- 
ter in  Sherrill's  Ford,  N.C.  The  day  wiU  start 
with  a  Fellowship  Breakfast  at  7:30  a.m. 
Registration  will  start  and  the  Executive 
Committee  will  meet  at  8:30  a.m.  The  regu- 
lar session  will  start  at  9:30  a.m. 

The  host  church  for  the  session  is  the 
New  Prospect  Baptist  Church,  Sherrill's 


Laymen's  League  . 
2002  Calendar  of  Events 

March  9,  2002      10  a.m.  Laymen's  League  Study  Commission  Meeting 

First  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 
April  12,  2002     7  p.m.  Laymen's  Mid  Armual  Banquet 

New  Prospect  Baptist  Church  Sherrill's  Ford,  NC 
Aprill3,2002     8:30-9:30  a.m.  Registration 
9:30  a.m.  Session 

Laymen's  Mid  Armual  One  Day  Session 
New  Prospect  Baptist  Church  Sherrill's  Ford,  NC 
May  18,  2002      10  a.m.  Laymen  Mini-Skills  Exhibit 

J.J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly  Laurel  Hill,  NC 
June  8,  2002        10  a.m.  Laymen's  Study  Commission  Meeting 
Genesis  Baptist  Church  Greensboro,  NC 
First  Retreat  Laymen  and  Boys  Summer  Retreat 
J.J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly  Laurel  Hill,  NC 
Second  Retreat  J.J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly 
Laurel  HiU,  NC 

Laymen  Annual  Session  Martin  Street  Baptist  Church 
Raleigh,  NC 

Laymen  Scouting  Camporee 
J.J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly  Laurel  Hill,  NC 
Sept.  14,  2002      10  a.m.  Laymen's  Men  Retreat 

J.J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly  Laurel  Hill,  NC 
Dec.  14,  2002      10  a.m.  Laymen's  Study  Commission  Meeting 

Jones  Chapel  Baptist  Church  Laurinburg,  NC 


July  10-11,2002 
July  12-13,  2002 
July  15-16,  2002 
Aug.  23-25,  2002 


NEW  BOOK 


Title:  Death  and  Dying  Among 
African-Americans: 
Cultural  Characteristics 
and  Coping  Tidbits 

Author:  James  H.  Carter,  M.D.,  MDiv. 

An-eye-opening  exposition  about  death  and  dying  that  will  benefit 
ministers,  counselors,  morticians,  and  persons  who  are  suffering  and  are  seek- 
ing strategies  for  coping  with  tragedies  of  death  and  dying. 

Dr.  Carter  writes  from  decades  of  experience  as  a  practicing  physician, 
and  describes  how  suffering,  death  and  dying  are  experienced  among  Afri- 
can-Americans. Some  of  the  topics  discussed  are:  Whom  do  we  trust  when 
troubled,  final  days,  alternatives  to  dying  with  dignity  and  a  Christian's  per- 
spective on  counseling  and  condoling  suffering  African- Americans. 

Dr.  Carter  is  an  African- American  Professor  of  Psychiatry  and  Behav- 
ioral Science  at  Duke  University  Medical  Center,  Durham,  North  Carolina. 
He  has  authored  many  pubUcations  on  the  emotional  health  of  African- Ameri- 
cans. 

Purchases  may  be  made  by  calling  212-736-1767  or  by  mail  order 
from  Vantage  Press,  516  West  34th  Street,  New  York,  New  York, 
10001,  cost:  $10.95. 


Ford,  N.C.  where  Rev.  J.  Saner  serves  as 
pastor.  This  is  also  the  church  of  the  State 
Laymen's  League  Fourth  Vice  President 
and  Youth  Director  Brother  Gregory 
Gabriel.  Let  us  be  there  in  large  numbers 
to  support  our  president,  vice  president  and 
program  participants. 

Sherrill's  Ford  is  located  south  of 
Statesville  off  1-77  South  near  Mooresville 
on  Highway  150  west.  Detail  directions  wUl 
be  mailed  out  at  a  later  date. 

If  you  are  planning  to  spend  the  night 
of  April  12,  2002  you  can  make  reserva- 
tions at  one  of  the  two  motels: 
FairHeld  Inn 
Mooresville,  N.C. 
1-77  Exit  36 
(704)  663-6100 
$52  plus  tax  per  room 

Sleep  Inn  and  Sweep 

Mooresville,  N.C. 
1-77  Exit  36 
(704)  799-7070 


Romas  Hales 
Laymen's  League  Coordinator 

$62.95  plus  tax  per  room 

There  are  other  motels  at  the  same  exit. 

This  year  each  church  has  been  asked 
to  give  an  annual  assessment  of  $400.  If 
your  church  has  not  done  so,  please  bring 
it  or  one  half  of  it  to  the  Mid- Armual  Ses- 
sion. We  hope  this  will  be  a  successful  ses- 
sion in  attendance  and  financially.  Please 
send  a  representative  from  your  church. 
Registration  is  $10  per  person. 

May  God  continue  to  bless  you. 


General  Baptist  Convention 
Of  North  Carolina  Foundation 

1400  Crescent  Green,  Suite  G-lOO,  Gary,  N.C.  27511 
Phone:  (919)  858-7847  or  1  (866)  OURGODl  (687-4631)  Toll  Free 
Web  site:  www.GBSConline.org. 

The  Millennium  Stewardship  Campaign  has  a  goal  of  raising  3  mil- 
lion DOLLARS  IN  30  MONTHS  TO  CREATE  AN  ENDOWMENT,  WHICH  WILL 
ASSIST  IN  FUNDING  THE  EXPANSION  OF  THE  PROGRAMS  OF  THE  GENERAL 

Baptist  State  Convention  of  N.C,  Inc. 

The  Foundation  has  two  ways  to  meet  this  goal: 

1 .  )  Donations  from  individuals,  member  churches  and  corporations. 

2.  )  Voucher  Program  (please  call  for  details) 


Programs  for  the  Church? 

+  Church  Loan  Package  Assistance 

&  Package  Review 
+  Up  to  $  1 ,500  Discounted  on 

Loan  Origination  Fees 
+  Incorporating  Services 
+  Economic  Empowerment  Seminars 
+  Web  Page  Design  &  Hosting 
+  Mail  Exchange  Service 
+  Computer  Hardware  &  Software 
+  Voice  &  Web  Conferencing 
+  Electronic  Stewardship 


Programs  for  the  Individual? 

+  Will  Preparation 

+  Low  Cost  Life  Insurance 

+  Investment  Club  Start-Up  Assistance 

+  Individually  Tailored  Financial  Plans 

+  Self -Employed  and/or  Business 

Owner  Financial  Plans 
+  Mail  Exchange  Service 
+  Computer  Hardware  &  Software 
-I-  Internet  Service  Access 
+  Electronic  Stewardship 


Each  donor  will  receive  a  defined  &  measurable  economic  benefit  in  return  for  their  support. 


IN  CO-OPERATION  WITH: 
A&B  ASSET  MANAGEMENT 
1400  Crescent  Green,  Suite  G-lOO 
Gary,  N.C.  27511 

Ph:  (919)  858-7817  •  Fax  (919)  816-9241 


ICN  COMPUTING 

1711  FarringtoB  Point  Road 

Chapel  Hill,  N.C.  27517 

Ph:  (919)  933-7300  •  Fax  (919)  933-7340 

www.ICN-Computing.com 
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UPDATE:  ADOPTION  AND  FOSTER  CARE 


Dr.  Joseph  Paige  Sr.  Passes 


Introducing  Alexis  and  Tenesha: 

Alexis  and  Tenesha  are  friendly,  loving 
girls  who  like  people  and  get  along  well 
with  everyone. 
A  Closer  Look  at  Alexis: 

Alexis  is  a  very  artistic  young  lady  who 
enjoys  singing,  drawing  and  writing.  She 
is  very  visual  in  her  writing  and  has  learned 
to  write  her  dreams  and  feelings  in  a  jour- 
nal. Alexis  is  a  sweet  child  with  a  great 
sense  of  humor.  She  beUeves  in  God  and 
has  always  been  active  in  church. 

Alexis  does  well  in  school,  but  she  needs 
adult  supervision  to  keep  her  on  track  She  takes 
medications  to  help  her  stay  focused  and  to  con- 
trol her  feelings.  She  also  attends  counseling  to 
help  her  through  feelings  of  anxiety,  depression, 
loss,  grief  and  separation.  Alexis  would  benefit 
from  becoming  involved  in  activities,  such  as 
singing  in  the  choir,  to  help  buUd  her  self-es- 
teem. 

A  Closer  Look  at  Tenesha: 

Tenesha  loves  to  act  in  school  plays.  She 
is  also  artistic  and  likes  to  draw  people. 
Tenesha  is  a  sweet  young  girl  with  an  ex- 
cellent attitude.  She  also  believes  in  God 
and  loves  church  activities. 

Tenesha's  behaviors  have  greatly  im- 
proved through  counseling  to  the  extent  that 
she  no  longer  needs  to  attend  on  a  regular 
basis.  She  does  well  in  school  and  will  con- 
tinue to  do  so  with  support  and  encourage- 
ment. 

A  Family  for  Alexis  and  Tenesha: 

Alexis  and  Tenesha  have  very  strong 


The  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry  is  a  church  based  effort  designed 
to  help  identify  African- American  Singles 
and  couples  who  are  interested  in  adopt- 
ing African- American  children  or  becom- 
ing foster  parents.  We  are  anxious  to  make 
a  real  difference  and  we  can  do  this  only 
with  your  help. 

The  time  is  now,  to  do  more  for  the  chil- 
dren. I  challenge  you  this  year  to  make  the 
difference  in  the  life  of  a  child  in  the  North 
Carohna  Child  Welfare  System.  Start  by 
making  the  first  move  to  adoption  or  foster 
care. 

North  Carolina  needs  your  help!  Sup- 
port this  ministry  by  becoming  an  adoptive 
parent  or  a  foster  care  parent  and  volunteer 
to  recruit  African-American  Singles  and 
Couples  willing  to  adopt  or  foster  African 
American  Children.  With  your  help,  we  can 
make  a  difference  in  the  life  of  a  child. 
Please  contact  me  for  more  information  on 
what  you  can  do  to  help  make  a  difference 
in  a  child's  life.  You  may  write  me: 
Rev.  Anthonette  Wright 


ALEXIS  Birthday:  July  15, 1990 
TENESHA  Birthday:  April  17, 1993 


faith  and  it  is  important  that  their  adoptive 
family  be  Christian  and  involved  with 
church.  Their  new  parents  should  provide 
them  with  a  home  full  of  love  and  encour- 
agement, with  supervision  and  involvement 
with  their  daily  school  and  outside  activi- 
ties. (NC  #026-1127)  (NC  #026-1128) 

For  more  information  on  these  children 
or  adoption,  in  general,  call  the  NC  Kids 
toUfree  hotline  at  1-877-625-4371. 


Rev.  Anthonette  Wright 


Director  of  Church  Relations 
211  Six  Forks  Road  Suite  209-B 
Raleigh,  N.C.  27609  or 
E-mail  me;  Nwrightgbsc@aol.com  or 
telephone  me;  919-754-8800 


By  Dr.  Archie  D.  L<^an  Jr. 

Joseph  C.  Paige  Sr.,  son  of  the  late  Bennie 
and  Ehiora  Fuller  Paige  was  bom  on  Febraaiy 
8, 1930  in  Siler  City,  N.C,  where  he  grew  up  in 
a  family  of  twelve  siblings.  He  was  the  nephew 
of  the  late  Dr.  William  H.  Fuller,  former  pastor 
of  ML  Zion  Baptist  Church,  Durham,  N.C.  Dr. 
Paige  departed  this  hfe  at  home  late  Saturday 
night,  January  19, 2002 with  his  wife  at  his  side. 
Dr.  Paige  leaves  behind  a  vast  legacy  of  achieve- 
ments and  accompUshments. 

He  received  his  early  childhood,  inter- 
mediate and  high  school  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Chatham  County,  N.C. 
He  graduated  from  Chatham  High  School 
in  Siler  City  (then  Chatham  County  Train- 
ing School),  in  1945.  Dr.  Paige  was  a  gradu- 
ate of  A&T  State  University,  graduating  at 
the  age  of  eighteen.  He  earned  a  Master  of 
Education  degree  from  Boston  University 
and  Doctor  of  Education  degree  from  the 
American  University,  Washington,  D.C.  He 
had  studied  at  Harvard  University,  where 
he  was  a  DuPont  FeUow,  and  he  was  a  Na- 
tional Science  Foundation  Fellow  at  Tufts 
University.  He  earned  a  "Certificate  in  The- 
ology of  Professionals,"  and  a  Master  of 
Divinity  degree  from  Shaw  Divinity 
School,  where  he  also  received  the  Honor- 
ary Doctor  of  Divinity  Degree. 

Dr.  Paige  was  serving  as  pastor  of 
Gethsemane  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of 
Bunn,  N.C.  and  would  have  celebrated  his 
thirteenth  armiversary  on  January  20, 2002. 
Through  his  leadership  and  vision  many 
ministries  were  developed.  He  instituted  a 
successful  program  of  Pastoral  Counseling 
which  reached  out  to  the  Bunn  Community 
and  within  and  beyond  his  Church  Family. 

Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige  was  a  former  President, 
Shaw  Divinity  School,  where  he  also  served  as 
Executive  Vice  President,  Interim  President, 
Intedm  Provost/Dean,  Director  of  Development, 
and  a  tenured  Professor  of  Practical  Theology. 
He  was  recently  appointed  a  six-year  term  as 
Adjunct  Professor;  Department  of  Nutrition, 
School  of  Public  Health,  UNC — CH.  He  also 
had  an  appointment  in  the  school  of  Nursing, 
UNC  —  CH.  He  served  as  faculty  representa- 
tive on  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Shaw  Divinity 
School.  He  was  First  \^ce  Moderator  of  the 
Middle  Baptist  Association,  GBSC,  and  former 
President  of  the  FrankUn  County  Friends  of 
Black  Children  Community  Council,  Inc.  He 
was  also  director  of  the  GBSC  Adoption  and 
Foster  Care  Ministry  General  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention of  North  Carolina,  Inc.  and  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  BROAD,  Inc.  of 
Bunn. 

Dr.  Paige  was  former  President  of  the  World 
Council  on  ReUgious  Liberty,  an  international 
organization  dedicated  to  the  promotion  and 
encouragement  of  understanding  and  tolerance 
on  matters  of  differences  in  religion  practices 
and  behefs,  and  the  elimination  of  aU  forms  of 
intolerance  and  discrimination  based  on  religion 
or  beliefs.  In  this  capacity,  he  traveled  world- 
wide in  association  with  agencies  and  activities 
of  the  United  Nations,  and  other  international 
organizations.  He  was  recognized  internation- 
ally as  an  expert  on  religious  liberty,  world  reh- 
gions,  new  religions  and  new  religious  move- 
ments, and  was  frequendy  invited  to  serve  as  a 
mediator  in  these  areas,  worldwide,  when  prob- 
lems arose. 

He  was  the  founding  chairpersons  of  the 
Rural  Church  Committee  of  the  General 
Baptist  State  Convention  and  served  as 
chairman  for  12  years.  He  was  also  an  As- 
sociate Chaplain  of  the  World  Conference 
of  Mayors,  and  a  member  of  the  National 
Advisory  Board  of  the  American  Freedom 


Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige  Sr. 


Coalition. 

He  had  held  faculty/administrative  positions 
at  Befliune-Cookman  College  (Florida),  Edward 
Waters  College  (Florida),  Howard  University 
(Washington,  D.C),  Federal  City  College  (now 
the  University  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Wash- 
ington, D.C,  American  University  (Washing- 
ton, D.C),  and  Wayne  State  Univetsity  (Detroit). 

Dr.  Paige  was  host  of  the  Shaw  Divin- 
ity School  Hour,  a  weekly  public  affairs 
radio  program  on  WSHA,  Shaw  University 
Radio  for  more  than  ten  years.  He  had  also 
hosted  the  weekly  Gethsemane  Missionary 
Baptist  Church  radio  program,  WHLQ  & 
WRYN  Louisburg  radio  station. 

He  was  former  Host  and  Executive  Pro- 
ducer of  the  Joe  Paige  Show,  a  weekly  NBC 
TV  Public  affairs  presentation  on  Channel 
4,  Washington,  D.C,  and  host  of  What's 
Happening,  a  weekly  NBC-Radio  minor- 
ity-oriented public  affairs  program. 

Dr.  Paige  was  a  former  columnist  for 
The  Sanford  Herald,  a  daily  afternoon 
newspaper  and  has  written  extensively  for 
other  newspapers  and  periodicals. 

Dr.  Paige  was  a  world  traveler,  having  trav- 
eled extensively  in  Europe,  Afiica,  Asia  and 
South  America.  He  was  generally  respected  as 
an  expert  on  South  Africa  and  Asian  affairs,  and 
was  a  frequent '  trouble-shooter' '  in  dealing  with 
concerns  in  these  areas. 

He  was  believed  to  be  among  the 
nation's  top  successful  business  entrepre- 
neurs and  was  generally  well  respected  as 
a  bottom  line,  no-nonsense  person,  re- 
nowned for  his  business  successes.  Chris- 
tian philanthropy  and  generosity. 

He  leaves  to  moum  his  loving  wife,  Dor- 
othy; six  children,  Jo-Ellen  Paige  of  Raleigh, 
Tia  Demby-Uhner  (Greg)  of  Durham,  Joseph 
Paige  Jr.  of  Alexandria,  VA,  Edward  Paige 
(Beverly)  of  Maulden,  S.C,  Hiawatha 
Demby  (Karen)  of  Chapel  HiQ,  and  Harod 
Demby  (LaPonda)  of  Raleigh;  nine  grand- 
children. Jay  Paige,  Adam  Paige,  DeLorean 
Clark,  Katherina  Demby,  Justin  Paige,  Ken- 
neth Demby,  Chelsea  Ukner,  Carmen  Ulmer, 
Andrea  Demby;  his  ex-wife  Eleanor  Paige 
of  Greenville,  S.C;  two  sisters;  Mrs.  Shirley 
Keamey  of  Greensboro,  Mrs.  Delois  Bell 
(George)  of  Southfield,  MI;  five  brothers,  Mr. 
Beniue  Franklin  Jr.  (Myrtle)  of  Silver  City, 
Mr.  Alcana  Paige  of  SUer  City,  Mr.  Graphel 
Paige  (Mae)  of  Siler  City,  Mr.  Otha  Paige  of 
Boston,  MA,  and  Mr.  Henry  Paige  (Cathy) 
of  Boston,  MA;  one  aunt,  Mrs.  Mattie  Paige 
of  Siler  City;  and  many  nieces,  nephews, 
cousins  and  friends. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  12  noon 
Wednesday,  Shaw  University,  Boyd  Chapel,  Ra- 
leigh, N.C.  Burial  was  at  2  p.m.  Saturday,  Lam- 
berts Ch^l  Cemetery,  Siler  City,  N.C. 


A  Challenge  from  the  Director  of  Church  Relations! 

Attention  all  African- American  Singles 
and  African- American  Couples! 

Bridge  the  gap  to  permanency  through  Adoption  and  Foster  Care! 
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OBITUARIES 


Delcie  Susie  Belle  Cureton  Johnson 

Delcie  Susie  Belle  Cureton  Johnson  was 
bom  July  4, 1 9 1 6  in  WalhaUa,  S  .C.  She  died 
January  17,  2002.  Funeral  services  were 
held  January  22,  2002,  12  noon  at  Martin 
Street  Baptist  Church.  Presiding  was  Dr. 
Charles  T.  Bullock,  Pastor. 

She  was  the  ninth  of  ten  children  bom 
to  John  C.  and  Carrie  Mae  Daniels  Cureton. 
As  a  youth,  she  won  just  about  every  spell- 
ing "B"  in  the  area.  Also,  she  was  an  out- 
standing athlete,  starring  in  track  in  junior 
high  school  and  playing  guard  on  the  bas- 
ketball team.  At  an  early  age  she  gave  her 
life  to  Christ  at  the  Flat  Rock  Baptist 
Church  in  Walhalla. 

Mrs.  Johnson  was  a  graduate  of  the 
Mary  Potter  High  School  in  Oxford,  N.C. 
She  went  on  to  graduate  from  Friendship 
Junior  College  in  Rock  Hill,  S.C.  where  she 
was  a  member  of  the  Alpha  Phi  Tau  Soci- 
ety. In  1953  shie  received  her  B.A.  degree 
in  Elementary  Education  from  Shaw  Uni- 
versity in  Raleigh,  N.C.  and  then  worked 
as  a  public  school  teacher. 

Mrs.  Johnson  was  united  in  holy  matri- 
mony to  the  late  Paul  Harold  Johnson  on 
April  20,  1941  in  WalhaUa.  From  1943  to 
1982  she  worked  dongside  her  husband  as 
the  "First  Lady"  of  Martin  Street  Baptist 


Church.  Some  of  her  many  activities  in  the 
church  included  President  of  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary,  Advisor  to  the  Youth  Choir, 
Children's  Choir,  Children's  Group  and 
Youth  Group.  She  was  a  teacher  in  the 
B.T.U.  and  in  the  Sunday  School,  serving 
for  many  years  as  the  teacher  of  the  Esther 
Progressive  Class.  Also,  she  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Choral  Choir  for  several  years. 

Locally,  she  was  a  charter  member  of 
the  Raleigh  Ministers  Wives  and  Widows 
Association  and  was  a  former  president  of 
that  organization. 

Mrs.  Johnson  was  characterized  by  her 
husband  as  a  "loving  wife  and  mother."  She 
was  spiritually  gifted  with  a  sweet,  sweet 
spirit  that  endeared  her  to  so  many  people. 
She  departed  this  world  on  Thursday,  Janu- 
ary 17  at  the  Heartfields  Assisted  Living 
Home  in  Cary,  N.C.  surrounded  by  family 
and  a  very  special  and  loving  caregiver, 
Marilyn  Ross.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  also 
blessed  by  the  faithful  care  of  a  longtime 
family  physician.  Dr.  George  Debnam. 

Surviving  members  of  the  family  include: 
daughter,  Mta  J.  Byid  (Kevin),  Caiy,  N.C;  sons, 
Paul  H.  Johnson  Jr.,  Goldsboro,  N.C,  and 
Cureton  L.  Johnson  (Lena),  Fayetteville,  N.C; 
sistCT,  Melvere  C.  Warten,  Troy,  AL;  brother, 
Elias  Henson  Cureton  (Lula  Mae),  Walhalla, 
S.C;  grandchildren,  Vemetta  C.  Alexander 
(Allen),  Raleigh,  N.C,  Paul  L.  Johnson 
(Courtney),  Winston-Salem,  N.C,  Cureton  M. 
Johnson,  Washington,  D.C,  and  Phenix  D. 
Byrd,  Caiy;  andahostof  nieces,  nephews,  cous- 
ins, in-laws  and  a  special  fiiendof  50  years,  Mrs. 
Mary  S.  Greene. 


Ceremony  of  Dedication  of  First 
Baptist  and  Manley  Estates 

Supportive  Housing  for  Senior  Citizens 

A  Ministry  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
the  Inter-Faith  Council  for  Social  Service, 
and  the  United  Church  of  Chapel  Hill 


By  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr. 
Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 

On  Sunday,  January  27,  2002  at  3  p.m. 
the  dedication  was  held. 

Greetings  and  remarks  were  given  by 
Dr.  William  Friday,  President  Emeritus, 
UNC;  Rev.  Dr.  A.D.  Logan,  N.C.  Baptist 
Convention;  Mr.  Kevin  Foy,  Mayor,  Town 
of  CH  or  Town  of  CH  rep;  Mr.  Barry 
Jacobs,  Chair,  Orange  County  Commission 
and  Dr.  Ted  Parrish,  Pine  Knolls  Develop- 
ment Corp. 

First  Baptist  and  Manley  Estates,  41- 
units  of  supportive  housing  for  senior  citi- 
zens, was  initiated  and  developed  by  a  part- 
nership of  congregations  and  institutions  in 
Chapel  Hill.  The  First  Baptist  Church,  the 
Inter-Faith  Council  for  Social  Service,  and 
the  United  Church  of  Chapel  Hill  have 
worked  together  since  1999  to  develop  this 
housing  through  a  $3.5  million  grant  from 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Ur- 
ban Development  through  its  Section  202 
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housing  are  Adelaide  Walters  Apartments  on 
Airport  Rd.  and  Covenant  Place  on  Culbreth 
Rd.  in  Carrboro.  The  governments  of  Or- 
ange County  and  the  Town  of  Chapel  Hill 
provided  additional  and  generous  support. 

First  Baptist  and  Manley  Estates  is  the 
result  of  partnerships:  partnerships  between 
two  congregations  and  a  faith-based  social 
service  agency,  partnership  with  the  fed- 
eral government,  partnership  with  Orange 
County,  Partnership  with  the  Town  of 
Chapel  Hill,  a  partnership  between  the  resi- 
dents and  the  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development,  and,  for  the  members 
of  the  two  congregations  and  the  faith- 
based  agency,  a  partnership  with  God.  Part- 
nership is  community  building.  Partnership 
is  a  dual  blessing:  first  by  what  is  accom- 
plished — First  Baptist  and  Manley  Estates 
—  and  second,  be  the  community  that  is 
built  among  the  partners. 

We  appreciate  the  leadership  of  past 
President  Rev.  Dr.  J.R.  Manley,  and  the  First 

Rnoticf  r^hiirrV*  pQmiK? 


Paul  Green  Davis 

Paul  Green  Davis,  son  of  the  late  Will- 
iam Edward  Davis  and  Hattie  Alston  Davis, 
was  bom  in  Warren  County,  June  7,  1910 
and  departed  this  Ufe,  Thursday,  January 
10,  2002  at  12:15  a.m.  in  the  loving  com- 
fort of  his  daughter's  home  in  Carrboro, 
N.C. 

Funeral  services  were  Sunday,  January 
13,  2002,  2:30  p.m.  at  Union  Grove  Bap- 
tist Church,  Warrenton,  N.C.  Presiding 
were  Rev.  Herbert  Eaton,  and  Rev.  Anthony 
Cozart. 

His  spiritual  birth  began  at  age  ten  at 
Edwards  Grove  Baptist  Church  in  1920.  As 
a  young  lad  he  taught  Sunday  School  and 
sang  in  the  choir.  He  received  his  formal 
education  in  the  Warren  County  Schools 
and  later  attended  Shaw  University  Divin- 
ity School  continuing  Education  Program. 
After  graduation,  because  of  his  endless 
thirst  for  more  spiritual  knowledge,  he  con- 
tinued attending  weekly  classes  for  thirty- 
one  years.  He  was  appointed  Dean  of  his 
class  and  shared  his  wealth  of  knowledge 
with  everyone  he  encountered. 

Rev.  Davis  was  married  to  the  late  Bettie 
Beatrice  Games  in  1931.  To  this  union  eight 
children  were  bom.  He  was  preceded  in 
death  by  two  adult  children,  Mary  D. 
Caldwell  and  Timothy  Davis  and  two  chil- 
dren in  infancy. 


Rev.  Davis  entered  the  Prison  Ministry 
in  1943  and  served  for  fifteen  years  as 
Chaplain  of  the  Warren  County  Prison.  He 
preached  every  second  Sunday  and  taught 
Sunday  School  at  the  Prison  for  thirteen 
years.  He  became  the  Pastor  of  Heck  Grove 
Baptist  in  1943. 

In  1944  he  became  the  Pastor  of  Belton 
Creek  Baptist  Church,  Oxford,  N.C.  and  the 
Olive  Grove  Baptist  Church  where  he 
served  as  Pastor  for  forty-four  years.  In 
1965  Edwards  Grove  Baptist  Church  and 
Hecks  Grove  Baptist  Church  merged  to- 
gether and  became  the  Union  Grove  Bap- 
tist Church  and  Rev.  Davis  remained  as  the 
Pastor  for  forty-eight  years.  He  also 
pastored  the  Greenwood  Baptist  Church, 
Boydton,  Virginia  for  sixteen  years. 

He  served  as  Secretary  of  the  Raleigh 
Durham  and  vicinity  Ministers  Alliance  for 
twenty-five  years.  Also,  served  on  the  Gen- 
eral Board  of  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  N.C.  for  thirty  years  and 
Secretary  of  the  Original  Shiloh  Associa- 
tion for  thirty  years.  Secretary  of  the  Min- 
isters and  Deacons  association  for  twenty 
years  and  Moderator  of  the  Association  for 
eight  years.  Rev.  Davis  worked  with  the 
Warren  Negro  Community  Center  for  over 
sixty  years.  He  served  as  member  and  chair- 
man of  the  Board  many  of  those  years.  He 
was  involved  in  the  County  wide  PTA  pro- 
gram and  the  Warren  County  Negro  Credit 
Union. 

After  the  death  of  his  wife,  he  married 
Aimie  H.  WiUiams  in  1981.  He  leaves  to 
cherish  his  memories  his  wife,  Annie  H. 
Davis,  Philadelphia,  PA;  four  children; 
Carrie  D.  Bynum,  (Chester)  Carrboro,  N.C; 
Rev.  Norman  T.  Davis,  (Juanita),  Apex, 
N.C;  Constance  D.  Williams  (Braska) 
Newport  News,  VA,  and  Kenneth  I.  Davis 
(Elizabeth),  Chapel  Hill,  N.C,  one  step- 
son, Melvin  Williams,  (Marie),  Brooklyn 
N.Y.;  and  one  step-daughter,  Carolyn  Jones, 
(Faulkner),  Philadelphia,  PA;  twelve  grand- 
children; eighteen  great-grandchildren  and 
three  great-great  grandchildren;  one  daugh- 
ter-in-law, Jeanette  Davis,  White  Plains, 
VA;  one  son-in  law,  HiUiard  CaldweU,  New 
Orleans,  LA;  one  sister-in-law,  Mrs.  Mary 
L.  Davis,  Warrenton,  N.C.  and  a  host  of 
nieces,  nephews,  relatives  and  friends. 


Stars  are  shining  bright 
in  the  skies! 
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"Dedicated  to  excellence  in  educational 
products  and  services" 

311  N.  Spence  Ave.  Goldsboro,  NC  27534 
(919)  778-8646  Fax:  (919)  778-3431 
Web:  www.edilearning.com 
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New  Pastor's  Corner 


Know  Your  Purpose 


By 

Rev.  Sandra  Holland  Trotter 
Pastor/Shiloh  Temple  of  Faith 
^Missionary  Baptist  Church,y 
Fayetteville,  NC 

The  purpose  of  something  is  the  reason 
for  which  it  exist  or  the  manufacturer's 
original  intent  for  making  it.  Thus,  the  pur- 
pose of  a  thing  cannot  be  discovered  by 
asking  another  thing.  Only  the  manufac- 
turer knows  why  he  created  the  product  the 
way  he  did. 

God  is  your  source/manufacturer.  He 
knows  why  he  gave  you  life  and  endowed 
you  with  the  personality,  talents  and  ambi- 
tions that  made  you  unique.  A  sense  of  pur- 
pose gives  life  meaning.  It  moves  you  be- 
yond existence  to  a  Ufe  of  productivity.  As 
leaders  chosen  by  God,  we  have  a  divine 
purpose. 

In  the  book  of  Joshua  the  first  chapter, 
God  gave  Joshua  all  the  instructions  he 
needed  for  the  rest  of  his  life  in  the  first 
nine  verses.  Joshua  knew  his  purpose,  be- 
fore the  death  of  Moses,  he  knew  he  would 
lead  the  children  of  Israel  to  the  promised 
land. 

If  you  don't  know  your  purpose,  it  is 
impossible  to  fulfill  it.  Thus  the  release  of 
your  potential  requires  that  you  learn  why 
God  created  you.  Everything  you  are  is  re- 
lated to  your  purpose  —  your  talents,  gifts 
and  desires. 

God  gave  us  everything  we  need  to  ful- 
fill our  purpose.  God  doesn't  want  you  to 
look  Uke  someone  else.  He  wants  you  to 
be  you  and  no  one  else. 

Having  God's  nature  is  the  difference 
between  looking  lovely  and  being  lovely 


Rev.  Sandra  Holland-Trotter 

or  looking  handsome  and  being  handsome. 
One  refers  to  your  outward  appearance,  the 
other  to  your  nature.  You  may  look  reli- 
gious, but  act  like  the  world.  God  wants 
you  to  be  the  person  he  has  created  you  to 
be. 

Whenever  God  gives  you  a  responsibil- 
ity, He  also  gives  you  the  ability  to  meet 
that  responsibility.  If  God  tells  you  to  do 
something  he  knows  you  can  do  it.  So  don't 
you  dare  tell  God  that  you  can't,  because 
God  has  built  into  you  the  potential  to  pro- 
duce everything  He  calls  for.  Moreover, 
whom  he  did  predestinate  them  he  also 
called:  and  whom  he  called,  them  he  also 
justified,  and  whom  he  justified,  them  he 
also  glorified.  What  shall  we  say  to  these 
things?  If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against 
us.  (Romans  8:30-31). 

Find  your  purpose  and  walk  in  it.  Life 
is  short;  we  must  work  while  its  day  when 
night  comes  no  man  can  work. 

If  you  can  conceive  it,  you  can  do  it.  It 
doesn't  matter  if  it's  never  been  done  —  if 
you  think  it  you  can  do  it.  If  you  never  think 
it,  you  can  never  do  it. 

Find  your  purpose  and  walk  in  it! 


ROCK  SPRING  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
3180  Bruce  Garner  Rd.,  Creedmoor,  N.C.  27522 

We  have  28  very  nice  padded  pews  for  sale  at  a  very  reason- 
able price. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Pastor  Samuel  Corbett 

919-957-0148 


A  Call  To  Greatness 

(Book  Announcement) 

In  1 970,  L.  Venchael  Booth,  was  appointed  a  vice-president  of  the  Baptist  World  Alliance 
nine  years  after  he  founded  the  Progressive  National  Baptist  Convention  (PNBC).  PNBC  is 
one  of  13  member  bodies  of  the  BWA  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Now,  in  recognition  of  the  groundbreaking  work  of  his  father  who  started  this 
historic  denomination.  Booth's  son,  William  D.  Booth,  has  written  A  Call  to  Great- 
ness. Booth  is  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Hampton,  Va. 

Among  the  reviews  are  these: 

..."this  book  is  important  for  several  reasons. ..it  provides  a  survey  of  the 
divisions. ..that  produced  a  new  denomination  known  as  the  Progressive  National 
Baptist  Convention.. .it  is  a  valiant  tribute  of  a  son  to  a  father. .and  acknowledgment 
that  amid  the  pain  and  brokenness  of  schism.. .one  truth  remains:  'the  greatest  of 
these  is  love.'  -Bill  J.  Leonard,  Dean  and  Professor  of  Church  History,  Wake  Forest 
Divinity  School. 

"From  the  distinct,  unique  and  even  privileged  vantage  point  of  someone  who  lived  close 
to  the  historical  drama  about  which  he  writes,  WiUiam  D.  Booth  has  produced  a  most  persua- 
sive and  moving  essay  about  the  actual  founder  of  Progressive  National  Baptist  Convention." 
-  Clarence  G.  Newsome,  Dean  and  Associate  Professor  of  Church  History,  Howard  Univer- 
sity School  of  Divinity,  Howard  University,  Washington,  D.C. 

To  order  A  Call  to  Greatness,  contact:     Brunswick  PubUc  Corporation 

PO  Box  555,  Lawrenceville,  Va.  23868 

Website:  www.brunswickbooks.com 
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Celebration  was 

held  on 
Saturday,  Feb.  2, 
2002  at  5  p.m. 
at  Bazzel  Creek 
Missionary  Baptist 
Church 
Fuquay-Varina 
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LetacJhurdi 
insurance  expert 
review  your  property  and 
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Plus 


Get  a  2002 
Church  Activities 
Wall  Calendar 
j\bsolutely  FREE! 


Church 
Mutual] 
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Call  us  at 
1-800-554-2642 

or  vbit  our  Web  site  at 

www.churchmutualxom/needs/ 


From  2nd  Vice  President^ 
Dr.  Howard  W.  Parker  Jn 
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Tree  of  Knowledge 


News  from  the  Foreign  Field:  The  Lott  Carey  Convention 


A  New  Era  Of  Missions: 

HIV/AIS  Initiative 


Rev.  Lott  Carey  led  his  pioneering  mis- 
sion team  to  sail  from  Norfolk,  Va.,  in  1821 
to  West  Africa  where  he  eventually  settled 
and  served  in  Liberia.  Once  again,  Norfolk 
was  the  port  of  departure  for  a  new  era  of 
Christian  missions  when  the  Lott  Carey 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Convention  began 
a  new  voyage  of  missions  during  its  An- 
nual Session  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  in  September 
2000  as  the  Convention  launched  its  new 
HIV/AIDS  Initiative. 

The  Lott  Carey  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Convention  has  committed  itself  to  a  sub- 
stantial faith-based  response  to  the  HIV/ 
AIDS  pandemic  that  is  ravishing  the  Afri- 
can continent.  The  Greater  St.  Paul  Baptist 
Church,  Durham,  N.C.  (Dr.  William  H. 
Height,  Pastor)  and  the  Trinity  Baptist 
Church,  Columbus,  Ohio  (Rev.  Victor 
Davis,  Pastor)  provided  gifts  that  allowed 
Lott  Carey  to  sponsor  a  conference  at  the 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  of  Zimba- 
bwe, located  in  the  Midlands  city  of  Gweru. 
Zimbabwe  is  being  overwhelmed  by  the 
magnitude  of  the  pandemic.  Some  esti- 
mates hold  that  one  in  every  four  Zimba- 
bweans is  infected  with  HTV/AJDS. 

The  conference  brought  together  pas- 
tors, pastors'  spouses,  church  leaders,  com- 
munity health  workers,  medical  personnel, 
and  educators  from  various  pasts  of  Zim- 
babwe. They  focused  on  cultivating  posi- 
tive responses  to  persons  infected  with 
HIV/AIDS;  identifying  accessible  re- 
sources already  in  place  in  the  country;  es- 
sential training  about  prevention,  treatment, 
and  advocacy;  and  began  developing  spe- 
cific proposals  for  responding  to  the  crisis 
through  local  church  communities. 

A  grant  to  help  fund  Lott  Carey's  HIV/ 
AIDS  Initiative  was  provided  by  the  Alfred 
Street  Baptist  Church,  Alexandria,  Va. 
Alfred  Street's  Pastor,  Dr.  John  O.  Peterson 
Sr.,  is  also  the  President  of  the  Lott  Carey 


Dr.  Howard  W.  Parker  Jr. 

Convention.  Dr.  Ronald  Johnson,  Chairman 
of  the  Trustees  Ministry  of  Alfred  Street 
Baptist  Church  announced  that  the  church 
was  committing  $75,000  to  help  the  Initia- 
tive begin  and  made  the  initial  presentation 
of  the  church's  financial  pledge. 

Lott  Carey  has  made  two  critical  deci- 
sions to  insure  the  success  of  the  HTV/AIDS 
Initiative.  First,  the  organization  has  called 
Rev.  Samuel  Nixon  Jr.,  to  serve  as  the  full 
time  HTV/AIDS  Director.  He  comes  to  Lott 
Carey  from  a  successful  tenure  of  organiz- 
ing affiliates  with  the  Congress  of  National 
Black  Churches,  Inc.,  and  will  be  respon- 
sible for  organizing  and  overseeing  Lott 
Carey's  efforts  to  develop  successful  min- 
istry models  and  secure  additional  multi 
year  funding  with  interested  partners  for 
this  effort.  Second,  the  Convention  voted 
to  incorporate  Lott  Carey  International 
(LCI)  as  its  vehicle  through  which  the  HIV/ 
AIDS  Initiative  will  be  executed.  LCI  is  the 
Convention's  faith  based,  not  for  profit, 
relief,  development,  and  advocacy  agency. 


Ten  Star  All  Star 
Basketball  Camp 

Applications  are  now  being  evaluated  for  The  Ten  Star  All  Star 
Summer  Basketball  Camp.  The  Camp  is  by  Invitation  Only.  Boys 
and  Girls  ages  10  - 19  are  eligible  to  apply.  Past  participants  include: 
Michael  Jordan,  Tim  Duncan,  Vince  Carter,  Jerry  Stackhouse,  Grant 
Hill  and  Antawn  Jamison. 

Players  from  48  states  and  7  foreign  countries  attended  the  2001 
Camp.  College  Basketball  Scholarships  are  possible  for  players  se- 
lected to  the  All- American  Team. 

Camp  locations  include:  Boiling  Springs,  N.C;  Thousand  Oaks, 
CA;  Babson  Park,  FL;  Gainesville,  GA,  Champaign,  IL;  Greencastle, 
IN;  Dubuque,  LA;  Hillsdale,  MI;  Saint  Paul,  MN;  Rochester,  NY; 
North  Canton,  OH;  Lock  Haven,  PA;  Bristol,  W;  Athens,  TN;  Com- 
merce, TX;  Blacksburg,  VA;  Olympia,  WA. 

There  is  also  a  Team  All  Star  Camp  for  School  and  A.  A.U.  Teams. 

Team  camp  locations  include:  Boiling  Springs,  N.C;  Thousand 
Oaks,  CA;  Babson  Park,  Fl;  Greencastle,  IN;  Hillsdale,  MI;  Lock 
Haven,  PA;  Blacksburg,  VA. 

For  a  free  Brochure,  call  (704)  568-6801 ,  anytime. 


By  Rev.  Dennis  Brown 
GBSC  Field  Worker 

As  we  strive  toward  Kingdom  Build- 
ing and  doing  that  which  we  have  been 
commissioned  to  do  we  have  one  of  the 
greatest  resources  available  within  our  own 
General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North 
Carolina,  which  is  the  General  Baptist 
Bookstore.  To  make  it  more  user  friendly 
there  are  several  options  available. 

We  strongly  believe  that  the  more  we 
know  the  more  we  are  able  to  do.  For  years 
we  have  always  thought  the  grass  was 
greener  on  the  other  side,  until  we  got  to 
the  other  side  and  looked  back  only  to  real- 
ize our  grass  was  greener  and  our  trees 
stood  taller  and  fuller.  Look  at  the  tree  of 
opportunities  in  our  GBSC.  Psalm  1 :3  says, 
"And  he  shall  be  like  a  tree  planted  by  the 
rivers  of  water,  that  bringeth  forth  his  fruit 
in  his  season;  his  leaf  also  shall  not  wither 
and  whatsoever  he  doeth  shall  prosper  " 

How  beautiful  it  would  be  to  become  a 
branch  of  the  GBSC  Bookstore.  John  14:2 
says,  "Every  branch  in  me  that  beareth  not 
fruit  he  taketh  away,  and  every  branch  that 
beareth  fruit  he  purgeth  it;  that  it  may  bring 
forth  more  fruit.  So  as  the  Son  of  righteous- 
ness shines  down  upon  the  roots  of  the  tree 
it  draws  the  sap  up  to  nurture  the  branches. 
The  righteous  shall  flourish  like  the  palm 
tree  he  shall  grow  like  a  cedar  in  Lebanon," 


Psalm  92: 12. 

"So  we  say  with  the  Apostle  Paul;  I  have 
planted,  Apolos  watered;  but  God  gave  the 
increase.  So  then  neither  is  he  that  planteth 
anything  neither  he  that  watereth  but  God 
giveth  increase.  Now  he  that  planteth  and 
he  that  watereth  are  one  and  every  man  shall 
receive  his  own  reward  according  to  his 
own  labor,"  I  Corinthians  3:6,  7  &  8. 

As  we  strive  to  make  2002  a  year  of  cel- 
ebration and  remembrance  what  will  our  Lord 
say  unto  us  with  the  talents  he  has  entrusted  to 
us.  For  there  is  the  need  for  the  Bookstore.  The 
ground  is  good  ground,  the  local  churches  and 
associations.  The  talent  is  with  the  willing  work- 
ers within  our  churches.  So  again  I  ask,  what 
will  our  Lord  say  unto  us? 

If  your  Association  or  Church  would 
like  to  have  a  Satellite  Bookstore,  please 
contact  Dr.  Jinmiie  Whitehurst,  Executive 
Manager  at  800-639-GBSC,  or  919-839- 
2211  or  come  in  and  visit  one  of  our  two 
sites.  We  are  located  at  the  General  Baptist 
Bookstore,  603  South  Wilmington  Street, 
Raleigh,  N.C.  and  St.  Stephens  Mission- 
ary Baptist  Church  Book  Store,  501  York 
Street,  Elizabeth,  N.C.  27909. 

Psalm  1:3  says,  "And  he  shall  be  like  a 
tree  planted  by  the  rivers  of  water,  that 
bringeth  forth  his  fruit  in  his  season;  his  leaf 
also  shall  not  wither  and  whatsoever  he  doeth 
shall  prosper. 


Registration  is  now  open  for  the  24th  Annual  Bryan 
Adrian  Summer  Basketball  Camp.  Boys  and  girls  ages 
5-19  are  eligible.  The  Summer  Camp  is  held  at  North 
Carolina  Wesleyan  College  in  Rocky  Mount,  N.C.  The 
date  is  July  7  - 11.  Included  on  The  Camp  Staff  are:  Kris 
Lang  (UNC),  Jason  Capel  (UNC),  Anthony  Grundy  (NC 
State)  and  Darius  Songaila  (Wake  Forest). 

For  a  free  Brochure  call  (704)  568-0048,  anytime. 


Prep  All  Stars  is  now  talking  applications  for  invi- 
tations for  its  2002  summer  basketball  camps.  Reg- 
istration is  open  for  advanced  players  ages  (11-19). 
For  more  information  or  a  brochure,  call  (704)  232- 
6034. 


UNITED  AMERICAN  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

BRANCH  OFFICE  DIVISION 
United  American  hisurance  Company ...  providing  security  through  life/health 
insurance  to  families  throughout  America  since  1947.  UAhas  Stability  of  Expe- 
rience — half  a  century  of  service  meeting  customers  individual  needs.  Strength 
of  IVadltion  —  Commitment  to  the  senior  life/health  maricet  Assurance  of 
Service  —  Personal  one-on-one  agent/client  service. 

UA  has  emerged  as  one  of  the  nation's  largest  providers  of  individual 
Medicare  Supplement  coverage.  Protection  that  can  never  be  cancelled 
as  long  as  premiums  are  paid  on  time  has  always  backed  every  Medi- 
care Supplement  policy  UA  sells. 

Regardless  of  challenges  in  the  nation's  economy  UA  will  be  here  ready 
to  pay  all  claim  obligations. 

Our  commitment  to  you  is  to  provide  unparalleled  Quality,  Service  and 
Stability. 

*Medicare  Supplements  *Supplemental  Health  Coverage 

*Long  Term  Care 


*Life  Insurance  *Cancer 


For  a  personal  consultation  by  a  licensed  insurance  professional,  please  call  Rob 
or  Mary  Thomas  (888)  980-6518. 
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Christian  Education 
for  the  21st  Century 

By  Portia  Brandon,  M.Div.,  Christian  Education  Coordinator 


A  Christian 
Education  Moment 

By  Dr.  Jasper  P.  Reed.  President 
Congress  of  Christian  Education 


As  we  prepare,  during  this  the  month 
of  March,  to  end  our  study  on  the  structure 
and  characteristics  of  the  Book  of  Psakns 
let  met  point  out  some  things  to  help  us  in 
our  study.  This  is  the  final  section  which  is 
known  as  the  "Deuteronomy"  section  of  the 
book.  This  book,  as  one  of  the  Poetic  Books 
of  the  Bible,  reaches  its  zenith  in  the  be- 
loved 139th  Psalm.  In  it  we  see  the  intro- 
duction of  a  new  description  of  poetry.  We 
see  the  use  of  strophes  rather  than  the  fa- 
miUar  form  of  stanzas.  A  strophe  is  defined 
as  any  separate  section  of  a  poem.  It  dif- 
fers from  a  stanza  in  that  it  does  not  follow 
a  regular  repeated  pattern  of  lines  and 
rhymes.  For  instance  take  a  moment  to  look 
at  the  song,  "Lift  every  voice  and  sing." 
Count  the  hnes  and  note  the  rhymes  in  each 
stanza.  Not  so  when  your  are  reading  stro- 
phes. There  is  no  set  number  of  hnes  in  each 
strophe. 

Continuing,  Psalm  139  is  a  Theologi- 
cal psalm  in  that  it  reveals  something  about 
the  attributes  of  God.  The  subjects  of 
David's  meditation  in  this  beautiful  psahn 
are  three  attributes  that  helps  us  better  un- 
derstand the  Nature  of  God.  Each  of  these 
attributes  is  described  in  its  separate  stro- 
phe. 

The  first  strophe  reveals  God's  Omni- 
science. This  describes  His  all-knowing 
Nature.  Look  at  how  David  opens  this 
psalm  and  introduces  this  strophe.  "O  Lord, 
thou  hast  search  me  and  known  me.  Verse 
one."  This  speaks  to  God's  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  each  of  us.  David  admits  that  God 
knows  us  in  many  ways.  He  knows  our  ac- 
tions, our  thoughts,  our  movements  and 
even  our  words  before  they  are  formulated 
are  already  known  by  God.  In  Isaiah  55:8 
He,  God,  tells  us  that  these  things  are  much 
too  high  for  mere  human  to  understand. 
More  the  reason  we  should  worship  Him 
daily. 

The  second  strophe  reveals  God's  Om- 
nipresence. This  speaks  to  God's  abiUty  to 
be  everywhere  at  the  same  time  and  always 
in  the  present  tense.  God  is  present  in  the 
past,  present,  and  the  future  at  the  same 
time.  He  is  alpha  and  omega,  the  first  and 
the  last  and  everything  in  between.  David 
in  this  psalm,  verse  seven,  helps  us  to  look 
at  the  omnipresence  of  God.  No  matter 
where  you  go,  you  cannot  get  away  from 
God.  He  is  present  in  the  heavens  and  in 
hell.  Even  if  we  could  fly  at  the  speed  of 
Ught,  on  the  wings  of  dawn,  we  could  not 
escape  from  Him.  Even  as  David  contrasted 
darkness  and  light,  he,  David,  readily  ad- 
mits that  we  caimot  escape  from  God  be- 
cause they  are  the  same  to  Him  because  of 
His  Omniscience  and  Omnipresence. 

The  third  and  final  strophe,  begirming 
with  verses  13  and  14,  introduces  us  to 
God's  Omnipotence.  That  is  God's  power- 
ful Nature.  God  knows,  has  known,  all 
about  us  from  the  time  we  were  in  our 
mother's  womb.  Since  He  can  and  did  cre- 
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ate  us.  He  certainly  knows  us  intimately  and 
is  with  us  even  though  we  are  unaware  of 
His  presence.  His  strong  arm  is  there  to 
protect  and  defend  us.  It  is  this  knowledge 
which  caused  David  to  break  into  praise 
over  the  thought  of  how  God  made  us.  Even 
in  our  formative,  embryonic  state  God 
knew  us  well  enough  to  pre-record  all  the 
days  of  our  Uves.  This  is  before  we  are  bom. 
After  having  rejoiced  David  concludes  with 
a  prayer  in  verses  23  and  24.  We  as  chil- 
dren of  God  should  pray  this  prayer  fre- 
quently as  we  open  our  hearts  to  God. 
A  Christian  Education  Moment  for 
Our  YOUTH  and  Young-at-Heart  — 
Quiz 

Throughout  our  area  many  are  praying 
for  rain  to  raise  the  water  level. 

For  the  month  of  March  let  us  look  at 
rain  and  water  in  the  TEV  Bible. 

1 .  The  Lord  addressed  the  issue  of  wa- 
ter early  in  creation.  What  was  God  form- 
ing on  the  second  day  of  creation?  Genesis 
1:6-8 

2.  What  was  God  forming  on  the  third 
day  of  creation  using  water?  Genesis  1:9- 
10 

3.  How  did  God  water  the  Garden  of 
Eden  before  He  sent  rain?  Genesis  2:4-6 

4.  When  did  God  send  the  first  rain  fall 
and  why?  Genesis  7:11-12 

5.  When  did  Moses  teU  the  Israelites  that 
God  would  send  rain?  Deuteronomy  11:14- 
15 

6.  How  did  Samuel  demonstrate  to  the 
children  of  Israel  that  their  asking  for  an 
earthy  king  was  wrong?  I  Samuel  12:16- 
18 

7.  What  was  Solomon's  prayer  to  God 
concerning  Israel?  I  Kings  8:35-36 

8.  Why  did  David  say  that  the  Lord  sent 
showers  of  rain?  Psalm  65:10 

9.  Who  was  David  praying  for  in  this 
Scripture?  Psalm  72:6 

10.  How  did  the  Lord  warn  Israel  that 
they  were  disobedient?  Amos  4:6-9 


Remember: 
Easter  is  in  March  this  year! 


Harvard  Team  Wins  Wake  Forest 
University's  Competition 


By  Kristi  E.  Swartz 
Journal  Reporter 

Bad  weather  and  a  delayed  plane  flight 
didn't  stop  a  team  of  five  Harvard  Univer- 
sity graduate-level  business  students  from 
winning  Wake  Forest  University's  aimual 
marketing-case  competition  last  week. 

The  group  of  first-year  MBA  students 
received  $5,000  for  what  judges  said  was 
the  best  marketing  plan  for  pharmaceutical 
companies  trying  to  sell  HIV-and-AIDS- 
related  drugs  internationally.  GlaxoSmith- 
Kline,  a  pharmaceutical-industry  leader  in 
developing  drugs  to  test  AIDS,  was  a  cor- 
porate sponsor  of  the  competition  and 
helped  draw  up  the  marketing  case  for  the 
students. 

Glaxo  said  recently  that  it  plans  to  ask 
for  approval  from  the  U.S.  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  on  its  seventh  drug  for 
AIDS,  which  has  infected  more  than  40 
million  people  nationwide.  The  company, 
which  has  a  large  presence  in  Research  Tri- 
angle Park,  said  in  this  case  study  that  it 
wants  to  better  market  its  drugs  in  South 
Africa. 

"Their  problem  is,  are  we  doing 
enough?"  Wesley  Brandon,  a  member  of 
the  Harvard  team,  said  yesterday,  "How  can 
you  get  to  the  people  who  need  the  drugs 
the  most  and  who  don't  have  the  money?" 

Teams  of  students  from  eight  graduate 
business  schools,  including  Wake  Forest 
University's  Babcock  Graduate  School  of 
Management,  had  36  hours  to  prepare  a 
presentation  for  a  panel  of  judges  Saturday. 
They  began  working  on  the  marketing  plan 
after  visiting  RTP  for  a  presentation  by 
Glaxo  on  Thursday  night. 

Brandon  said  that  he  and  his  teammates 
missed  Glaxo's  presentation  and  several 
hours  of  work  time  when  ice  and  snow  de- 
layed their  flight  from  Boston.  The  students 
arrived  about  3  a.m.  and  found  the  market- 
ing case  waiting  for  them  at  the  hotel,  he 
said. 

"We  are  working  under  a  bit  of  time 
compression,"  he  said. 

The  team  brainstormed  on  the  issues 
that  made  up  Glaxo's  marketing  problem 
and  then  focused  on  the  ones  that  they  felt 
were  the  most  critical,  Brandon  said.  They 
concluded  that  Glaxo's  challenge  was  two- 
fold: maintaining  a  profit  from  drug  sales 
so  it  could  invest  heavily  in  research  and 
development  and  creating  new  drugs;  and 
giving  away  its  drugs  to  people  who  met 
certain  criteria  in  poorer,  foreign  countries. 

If  drug  cost  was  less  of  a  problem,  then 
those  governments  in  poorer  countries 
could  focus  more  on  AIDS-related  educa- 
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tion,  building  hospitals  and  dealing  with 
other  infrastructure  issues,  Brandon  said. 

The  team  used  an  aimual  financial  state- 
ment from  Glaxo,  a  breakdown  of  the  coun- 
tries most  affected  by  AIDS  and  the  num- 
ber of  people  with  the  virus  to  determine 
how  much  of  a  financial  hit  Glaxo  would 
take  if  it  gave  away  its  drugs. 

"What  we  found  was,  at  the  end  of  the 
day,  we  stiLl  had  positive  net  income,"  Bran- 
don said.  "So  even  though  making  it  free 
would  hurt  us,  we  wouldn't  go  into  further 
debt." 

Jeff  Norton  and  Edrienne  Brandon,  Wesley 
Brandon's  wife,  made  the  25-minute  presenta- 
tion to  the  judges,  who  included  David  Ho,  and 
ADDS  researcher;  Claudo  Allen,  the  deputy  sec- 
retary of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services;  and  Marian  Chapman  Moore, 
an  assistant  professor  of  marketing  at  Duke 
University. 

"We  talked  to  them  about  our  plan  in- 
stead of  trying  to  wear  them  down  with 
facts."  Edrieime  Brandon  said,  "It's  a  pretty 
risky  strategy  —  we  were  very  subtly  say- 
ing they  weren't  doing  enough  —  but  we 
wanted  to  hold  to  what  was  the  right  thing 
to  say." 

All  five  team  members  were  part  of  a 
15-minute  question-and-answer  session 
that  followed. 

"It  was  incredibly  tough,"  Norton  said. 
"Our  strength  came  from  our  experiences 
and  what  we  developed  in  this  process." 

A  team  firom  the  University  of  Texas  at 
Austin  won  the  second-place  prize  of 
$3,000  and  a  team  from  the  University  of 
California  at  Berkeley  won  the  third-place 
prize  of  $2,000.  A  team  from  Wake  Forest 
was  last  year's  winner. 


Page  Fifteen 


1 


School  expectations  are  significant  points 
of  stress  for  young  people.  Students  can  learn  to 
grade  the  level  of  stress  they  experience  in  school 
and  home  by  finding  good  news  in  the  Bible. 
Let  them  leam  to  express  their  opinions  about 
school  pressures  and  leam  how  to  smile  through 
school  stress.  Statistics  alarm  us  about  the  low 
level  of  commitment  young  people  have  to  their 
education.  Schools  seek  to  empower  kids  with 
knowledge  necessary  to  compete  in  society,  but 
the  kids  lack  motivation.  Proverbs  1 :7  states  the 
fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  knowledge, 
but  the  fools  despise  wisdom  and  discipline. 
Proverb  3:5-6  states,  trust  in  the  Lord  with  all 
your  heart  and  lean  not  on  your  own  understand- 
ing; in  all  your  ways  acknowledge  him,  and  he 
wiU  make  your  paths  straight.  Some  young 
people  think  learning  is  dumb,  but  if  you  don't 
leam,  you  will  be  the  one  who's  dumb.  God 
wants  us  to  leam  all  the  knowledge  we  can.  Here 
are  a  few  comments  through  the  eyes  of  young 
people: 

God  helps  me  at  school.  When  I  have  a  prob- 
lem on  my  paper  that  I  don't  know,  God  helps 
me  get  the  problem  right. 
Erica  Pratt,  1st  Grade 

God  helps  me  at  school  many,  many  times. 
He  helps  when  I  don't  understand  work.  He 
helps  by  telling  me  how  to  act  and  how  to  leam. 
God,  I  thank  you  for  everything  you  have  done 
for  me.  He  has  always  been  there  for  me.  He 
has  always  helped  me  to  be  me.  He  helps  me  on 
my  behavior.  He  helps  me  on  my  homework 
That's  why  I  want  to  Thank  God  today  right 
now. 

Tiara  Pratt,  4tfa  Grade 

God  has  given  me  so  much.  I  don't  know 
what  I  could  do  to  make  it  up.  In  school,  he 
gives  me  the  ability  to  think  for  myself.  I  get 
good  grades  because  the  Lord  helps  me  do  it 
God  helps  me  choose  right  fiom  wrong.  Every- 
day God  teaches  me  something  new.  He  gives 
me  a  chance  to  leam.  The  Lord  gave  me  the  gift 
of  basketball  skills.  Without  him,  I  would  prob- 
ably not  be  able  to  walk.  He  gave  me  a  great 
family  to  leam  from.  What  would  I  do  witiiout 
God? 
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LaShaunda  Pratt,  7tti  Grade 

God  has  showed  me  the  right  way  to  go.  He 
has  also  helped  me  do  the  right  things  during 
test. 

Napoleon  Holmes,  7th  Grade 

God  has  showed  me  the  right  road.  He 
helped  me  all  the  way  to  the  second  grade. 
Brandon  Holmes,  2nd  Grade 

God  has  showed  me  that  everybody  is  not 
your  fiiend.  He  also  help  me  during  school. 
Jason,  7th  Grade 

God  has  showed  me  to  keep  my  head  up  no 
matter  what  people  do  and  say.  He  has  also 
helped  me  witii  my  trials  and  tribulations  dur- 
ing school,  work,  play  and  life. 
Tanya  Morris,  10th  Grade 

God  helps  me  when  I  do  great  and  God  will 
be  there  to  help  me  through  the  problems. 
Miaya  Brown,  1st  Grade 

Knowing  God  is  there  with  me  in  school  is 
really  neat 
AJ.  Hill,  4th  Grade 

School  is  really  good,  God  helps  us  do  a  lot 
of  projects. 

Joshua  Hill,  2nd  Grade 

God  helps  me  do  my  work  at  school.  He 
really  loves  me. 

Shelesa  Goodman,  2nd  Grade 

Keep  up  with  homework  and  study  hard  for 
tests.  Don't  let  teachers  get  to  you.  Go  with  the 
flow.  Be  mellow.  Talk  with  parents  or  guard- 
ians about  school  and  what  you  think  is  fair. 
Ask  questions  in  class  when  you  don't  under- 
stand something. 

Wise  men  store  up  knowledge,  but  the 
mouth  of  a  fool  invites  riiin  (Proverbs  10: 14). 

All  hard  woric  brings  a  profit,  but  mere  talk 
leads  only  to  poverty  (Proverbs  14:23). 

The  discerning  heart  seeks  knowledge,  but 
the  mouth  of  a  fool  feeds  on  folly.  (Proverbs 
15:14). 

Study  to  show  yourself  approved  unto 
God,  a  workman  that  needed  not  to  be 
ashamed,  righdy  dividing  the  word  of  tiiith  (11 
Tmiothy2:15). 


State  Ushers  News 


Big  Piney  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Clinton, 
N.C.  Ushers  accompanied  tiieir  pastor.  Rev. 
James  Mitchell  and  choir,  Nov.  10, 2001  to  the 
J  J.  Johnson  Assembly  Building,  dressed  in  their 
white  uniforms,  performed  beautifully! 

Temple  Memorial  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh, 
N.C.  pastor  Dr.  H.C.  Miller,  Ushers  was  on  duty 
at  the  Sheraton  Hotel  Ballroom,  at  the  late  night 
service,  after  Dn  King  Banquet,  Jan.  11  at  die 
Civic  Center. 

Ushers  have  you  ever  been  on  duty  at  12 
midnight?  They  were  smiling  and  nice  to  ev- 
eryone present  One  lady  Usher,  the  pres.  came 
out  side,  after  the  service  closed,  with  an  armfiil 
of  offertory  baskets.  When  asked  why  —  she 
was  returning  them  to  Temple  Memorial. 
Dedicated  Ushers !  Dr.  Miller,  you  should  be 
proud  of  them  and  commend  tiiem  for  a  job 
well  done! 

Ml  Pleasant  M.  Baptist  Church,  Clinton, 
N.C.  held  their  annual  Ushers  Anniversary,  Feb. 


3, 2002  at  3  p.m  Rev  RR  Codell,  Lisbon  Street 
Baptist  Church,  Chnton,  N.C.  pastor,  choir  and 
Ushers  were  their  guests.  Bro.  Earhe  Melvin  is 
pres.  of  Ushers,  Dr.  Vamie  Fullwood,  pastor. 

Robinson  Chapel  M.  Baptist  Church, 
Roseboro,  N.C.  will  have  tiieir  annual  Ushers 
Anniversary,  Feb.  17,  2002  at  3:30  p.m.  Sis. 
Ruby  Boone  invites  all  Western  Union  Ushers 
to  attend. 

Rev.  Sis.  Oletiia  Troublefield,  Mt.  Ohve, 
N.C.  and  Pres.  of  Kenansville  Eastern  Baptist 
Association  of  Ushers  and  Bro.  Charles  Faison, 
Vice  President  are  doing  a  survey  of  their  Ush- 
ers Association  to  see  how  many  Ushers  they 
have  with  30  plus  years  of  service. 

You  will  hear  more  about  this  later  when 
the  survey  is  completed  Keep  up  the  good  work. 
Pres.  Troublefield  and  Vice  Pres.  Faison! 

May  God  continue  to  bless  and  keep  you. 

Send  Usher  News:  RO.  Box  105,  Newton 
Grove,  N.C.  28366. 


Grace  to  you  and  peace  from  God  who 
is  "above  all,  through  all,  and  in  you  all" 
{Ephesians  4:6}.  I  am  reminded  of  a  popu- 
lar saying  that  has  resulted  in  a  profitable 
commerce;  WWJD,  What  Would  Jesus  Do? 
This  principle  has  also  been  interpreted  to 
mean  "Walk  Where  Jesus  Did."  The  Gos- 
pel according  to  St.  Matthew  records  that 
Jesus  went  about  teaching,  preaching,  and 
healing  {4:23}.  Jesus'  ministry  emphasized 
the  principle  of  having  a  passion  for  God 
and  compassion  for  people: 

•  Jesus  embraced  and  accepted  people, 

•  Jesus  restored  the  broken, 

•  Jesus  served  others. 

Jesus  served  by  putting  the  needs  of  oth- 
ers above  his  own  needs.  He  went  about 
doing  God's  business,  Jesus  gave  of  Him- 
self to  meet  the  needs  of  others.  He  de- 
clared: "Whoever  wishes  to  become  great 
among  you  must  be  your  servant... for  the 
Son  of  Man  came  not  to  be  served  but  to 
serve,  and  to  give  His  life  a  ransom  for 
many."  {Mark  10:43-45}. 

In  the  summer  of  1992,  a  girl  and  her 
daddy  were  enjoying  an  afternoon  in  a  boat 
on  Lake  Michigan  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  Af- 
ter a  while,  water  began  pouring  in  through 
a  hole  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  The  father 
had  no  choice  but  to  swim  to  shore  for  help. 
This  was  the  only  option  at  the  time.  Be- 
cause of  a  bad  heart,  he  could  not  swim  to 
shore  and  carry  his  daughter  at  the  same 
time  (he  could  swim,  she  couldn't). 

The  father  instructed  his  daughter  to 
float  on  her  back  Uke  he  had  taught  her  to 
until  he  could  return  with  help.  He  prom- 
ised her  that  he  would  come  back  for  her. 
By  the  time  the  father  was  able  to  get  help, 
over  an  hour  had  passed.  The  rescue  boat 
searched  until  the  end  of  the  day  with  no 
sign  of  the  little  girl.  Finally,  after  deciding 
to  make  one  more  sweep  (which  turned  out 
to  be  four  miles  into  Lake  Michigan),  the 
rescue  boat  spotted  the  little  girl. 

They  roared  toward  her,  fearing  the 
worst.  To  their  amazement,  upon  approach- 
ing her,  they  found  her  floating  on  the  wa- 
ter and  singing,  "Be  not  dismayed,  what're 
betide,  God  will  take  care  of  you!"  When 
she  was  safely  in  the  rescue  boat,  she  was 
asked  how  could  she  have  lasted  this  long. 
She  repUed:  "My  daddy  said  he  was  com- 
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ing  back  for  me. ..my  daddy  never  breaks 
his  promises!" 

Beloved,  the  children  at  the  Central 
Children's  Home  in  Oxford,  N.C.  have  been 
floating  on  their  backs,  believing  that  the 
General  Baptists  around  the  state  will  come 
back  for  them  because  they  believe  that 
General  Baptists  never  break  their  prom- 
ises. Can  God  depend  upon  us  to  EM- 
BRACE AND  ACCEPT 
PEOPLE. ..RESTORE  THE 
BROKEN...and  SERVE  OTHERS?  Are  we 
willing  to  ask  ourselves  What  Would  Jesus 
Do?  and  take  advantage  of  the  privilege  to 
Walk  Where  Jesus  Did? 

The  children  are  floating  on  their  backs 
and  waiting  for  us  to  act.  Send  those  prayers 
up,  and  those  gifts  {financial  and  physical} 
in  today.  Also,  invite  Mr.  Michael  Alston 
and  his  staff  to  come  to  your  area  and  share 
with  you  about  this  great  opportunity  for 
ministry.  I  will  be  glad  to  come  and  speak 
to  your  church,  association,  or  group  for 
the  sake  of  the  children.  I  am  at  your  ser- 
vice: 

Rev.  Nilous  M.  Avery  EI 
do  P.O.  Box  2767 
Sahsbury,  N.C.  28145-2767 
(704)  637-0954;  (704)  633-6227 
fax  (704)  637-1137,  or 
E-mail  averyrevkin@aol.com 

I  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you 
and  sharing  with  you  in  this  walk  of  faith. 
Peace  be  with  all  who  have  an  undying 
love  for  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  "The 
grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with 
your  spirit,  brothers  and  sisters.  Amen." 
(Galatians  6:18,  NIV) 


Go  to:  www.gbsc.org 


A  Black  College  is  not  so  much  a  harvest  ground  as  it  is  a  road  to  Higher 
Ground.  Judith  Boswell  Griffin 

SAVE  THE  DATE 

BLACK  COLLEGE  AWARENESS  DAY 
SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  28,  2002  •  10  A.M.-3  P.M. 
Friendship  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Charlotte,  N.C. 
Dr.  Clifford  A.  Jones  Sr.,  Senior  Minister 

Over  50  Historically  Black  Colleges/Universities 
Financial  Aid  Information  •  High  School  Band  Showcase 
Voter  Registration  •  College  Survival  Rap  Sessions 
ADA/Disabilities  Information  •  Greek  Displays 
Door  Prizes  and  more... 
For  more  information,  contact  Cathy  Jones  (704)  537-6197 
or  Diane  ElUs  (704)  370-5675 
"Servants  Affirming  God's  Word  Globally" 
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A  Charge  To  Church  Trustees 


By  Rev.  Dennis  Leach  B.S.M.Div. 

I  recently  was  asked  by  brother  Rick 
Roberson  chairman  of  the  trustee  board  to  give 
a  charge  to  the  board  of  trustees  at  the  Sl  Mat- 
thew Missionary  Baptist  Church,  in  Raleigh 
where  the  Rev.  Ronald  Avery  is  the  pastor.  The 
following  is  a  summary  of  the  instructions,  and 
charge  given  that  day. 

I  have  been  asked  to  give  the  charge  to  those 
of  you  who  will  serve  this  church  through  this 
tnistee  ministry.  One  of  the  most  difficult  boards 
in  the  church  to  define,  and  understand  is  the 
board  of  trustees.  Those  individuals  who  must 
deal  with  the  financial  aspects  of  managing  a 
church  have  a  duty  both  to  their  congregations 
and  to  the  Lord.  The  responsibility  is  one  of  a 
fiduciary  —  that  is,  one  who  is  charged  with 
confidence  or  tmst  as  it  relates  to  the  manage- 
ment of  someone  else's  property,  or  money.  In 
fact,  the  biblical  exhortation  is  clear  "We  have 
regard  for  what  is  honorable,  not  only  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord,  but  also  in  the  sight  of  men"  ( 
2  Cor  8:21).  It  is  extremely  important,  there- 
fore, that  those  individuals  who  are  charged  with 
the  oversight  of  the  financial  resources  and  prop- 
erty of  a  church  be  of  the  highest  caliber 

Who  should  serve  then?  Those  men  and 
women  who  have  demonstrated  their  faithful- 
ness to  previously  assigned  tasks  and  who  evi- 
dence biblical  character  qualities.  The  financial 
officers,  or  trustees  of  the  church  don't  neces- 
sarily need  to  be  accountants  or  CPAs.  The  most 
practical  and  effective  minimum  standard  for  a 
financial  steward  (that  is  a  trustee,  money 
counter,  bookkeeper,  financial  secretary,  or  trea- 
surer) should  be  that  of  being  a  deacon  or  wife 
of  a  deacon.  The  qualifications  are  outUned 
clearly  for  us  in  1  Timothy  3:8-13  and  Titus 
1:6-9.  K2ally,  you  would  want  your  highest  of- 
fices filled  by  people  qualified  as — to  use  New 
Testament  terminology  —  elders,  deacons,  or 
wives  of  deacons.  Starting  with  the  requirements 
of  an  elder,  or  overseer,  and  moving  on  through 
those  of  a  deacon  you  find  a  common  thread,  a 
continuous  theme  —  tmstworthiness: 
'Above  reproach  —  a  good  reputation  in 

and  outside  the  church 

•  Temperate  —  does  things  in  moderation 

•  Prudent — is  shrewd  ( in  good  sense), 

cautious,  and  thrifty 

•  Respectable  —  one  who  is  deserving 

of  high  regard 

•  Free  fi-om  the  love  of  money  — 

the  pursuit  of  money  does  not  become  a 
preoccupation 

•  Manages  his,  or  her  own  household  well 

—  refers  to  both  people  and  resources 
Titus  1 :7  sums  it  up:  "The  overseer  must  be 
above  reproach  as  God's  steward."  A  person 
can't  help  but  use  the  word  integrity  in  describ- 
ing this  faithful  servant.  Integrity  has  been  de- 
fined as  "doing  what  you're  supposed  to  do 
when  no  one  is  looking."  The  risk  factor  in  se- 
lecting those  individuals  who  are  charged  with 
the  handling  of  church  fiinds  can  be  gready  re- 
duced when  they  are  chosen  on  the  basis  of  their 
character  traits  first  instead  of  by  their  seular 
abihties. 

Tmstees  are  reaUy  a  standing  committee, 
appointed  for  a  specific  purpose.  And  since  the 
Church  is  the  community,  the  tmstees  should 
hold  themselves  bound  by  every  consideration 
of  morahty,  and  honor,  to  carry  out  the  wishes 
of  the  church  and  to  act  under  their  instructions, 
whatever  technical  rights  civil  laws  and  the  de- 
cisions of  courts  may  give  them  in  certain  emer- 
gencies. 

The  Mark  of  a  Ihistee  Board  Member 

1.  Beginning  with  what  the  church  is  all 
about,  we  would  affirm  that  a  church  trustee 
should  be  a  person  of  the  Word.  This  does  not 
mean  that  such  a  person  has  to  be  a  Bible  scholar, 
or  even  a  walking  Bible  dictionary.  But,  surely 
he  or  she  should  have  a  general  knowledge  of 
the  Word  of  God  as  it  relates  to  the  theology  of 
the  church  and  the  reason  why  the  church  was 
established.  Sometimes,  a  church  may  insist 
upon  such  a  high  standard  for  a  member  of  the 
board  of  tmstees,  that  they  may  fiighten  away 
people  with  tremendous  potential  for  being  lead- 
ers in  the  church.  The  Master  gave  us  a  clue  to 
this. 


a.  He  chose  who  were  not  founded  and 
grounded  in  his  Word,  but  who  were  open  to 
learning  the  Word  and  its  implications  for  them. 
That's  why  it  is  a  good  idea  to  have  training 
sessions  for  church  officers. 

b.  In  a  retreat  time  or  series  of  training  events 
a  board  of  tmstees,  Uke  all  the  other  boards  and 
committees,  can  then  spend  time  beginning  with 
questions,  such  as:  Why  did  Jesus  estabhsh  this 
church  anyway?  What  are  our  roles  as  servants 
of  his  church  and  world?  How  do  we  relate  the 
properties  and  possessions  of  the  church  to  the 
whole  question  of  Christian  stewardship  in  the 
community  and  world? 

2.  The  second  mark  of  a  church  trustee  is 
spiritual  sensitivity.  By  this  I  mean  that  who- 
ever serves  on  a  board  of  tmstees  should  be  a 
person  who  loves  the  church  and  is  sensitive  to 
its  needs. 

a.  We  are  not  to  see  the  church  as  a  static 
institution  build  upon  a  history  of  superficial  tra- 
ditions. Instead,  we  should  see  the  church  as  the 
gathered  people  who  have  common  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  Lord  of  all  Ufe.  This  means 
then  that  everything,  which  happens  in  that  board 
meeting,  is  taking  place  within  the  framework 
of  ministry  and  mission. 

b.  Not  aU  church  officers  understand  what 
is  meant  by  this — especially,  the  board  of  trust- 
ees. All  too  many  tmstees  feel  their  responsibil- 
ity is  to  perpetuated  a  building,  maintain  edi- 
fices, monitor  fiscal  matters,  and  have  a  good 
balance  in  the  bankbook  For  the  spiritually  sen- 
sitive tmstee,  there  is  always  in  mind  the  ques- 
tion, what  is  the  wUl  of  God  in  these  matters? 
Furthermore,  the  spiritually  sensitive  will  ask: 
How  does  the  maintenance  or  improvement  of 
this  building  better  enhance  the  proclaiming  of 
the  gospel?  When  do  you  make  decisions  be- 
cause it's  God's  will  for  the  church  even  though 
the  decisions  are  not  based  on  sound  business 
principles? 

3.  The  third  mark  of  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  should  be  that  of  teamwork  capabili- 
ties. 

a.  This  concept  of  teamwork  means  two 
things;  the  tmstee  fiinctions  as  a  member  of  the 
larger  team,  the  CHURCH,  and  thus  is  always 
responsible  to  them;  and  secondly  the  trustee  is 
one  of  a  number  of  trustees  and  should  know 
how  to  work  with  a  small  group  of  people  with- 
out having  to  dominate  them.  A  team  person 
learns  to  listen  and  to  be  sensitive  to  other  opin- 
ions. A  team  person  volunteers  to  pick  up  his  or 
her  share  of  the  labors  and  makes  the  load  lighter 
foraU. 

b.  A  strong  board  of  tmstees  may  have  ev- 
ery type  and  kind  of  individuals,  but  it's  only  as 
each  accepts  the  unique  task  of  which  he  or  she 
is  capable  that  the  board  can  function  effectively. 

4.  The  fourth  mark  of  a  member  of  the  board 
of  tmstees  is  openness.  This  group  is  given  great 
responsibility  in  overseeing  the  physical  build- 
ings and  possibly  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
whole  church.  This  means,  then,  they  must  be 
open  to  change,  flexible  in  opinions,  and  will- 
ing to  learn. 

a  Many  churches  have  had  great  problems 
because  members  of  their  board  of  tmstees  were 
only  interested  in  the  building  and  its  care.  This 
meant  if  a  board  of  Christian  Education  wanted 
a  decision  made  to  alter  a  room,  increase  a  bud- 
get item,  or  to  open  the  building-for  community 
use,  it  was  blocked  by  a  group  of  hard-dealing 
business  types  who  couldn't  see  that  board's 
purpose,  and  then  prevented  the  changes  fi-om 
being  made. 

Openness  will  be  more  of  a  characteristic  of 
tmstee  board  members  if  more  of  them  have 
served  on  mission  committees,  social  concern 
committees.  Christian  Education  boards,  or 
music  committees  where  they  have  had  a  pre- 
vious orientation  to  concerns  which  result  in 
openness.  Now  to  members  of  St.  Matthew  who 
are  willing  to  accept  this  charge  to  serve  as  a 
tmstee  please  stand. 

Are  you  willing  to  be  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  God  as  you  engage  in  this  work,  and  assume 
its  responsibilities? 
I  wiB,  by  God's  grace. 

Will  you  endeavor,  as  much  as  lieth  in  you, 


to  perform  faithfully  the  duties  of  your  office  in 
this  church? 
I  win,  by  God's  grace. 
WiU  you  be  diligent  in  the  account  of  your  stew- 
ardship, constant  in  prayer,  in  the  reading  of  the 
Bible,  and  such  studies  as  help  in  the  knowl- 
edge of  God,  his  Kingdom  and  your  tasks? 
I  will,  by  God's  grace. 
Will  you  strive  to  live  so  that  the  power  of  God 
may  be  manifested  in  your  life,  enabling  you  to 
convey  the  sense  of  God's  presence  in  all  your 
work? 

I  will,  by  God's  grace. 

Will  you  be  loyal  to  this  church,  and  accept  the 
authority  of  those  to  whom  the  church  has  com- 
mitted the  direction  of  your  work? 
I  win,  by  God's  grace. 
Let  us  bow  for  a  moment  of  silent  prayer 

Almighty  God,  Father  of  all  mercies;  gra- 
ciously behold  these  thy  servants  who  are  be- 
ing commissioned  as  trustees  in  this  your  church. 


Dr.  Leonzo  D.  Lynch,  President 

Greetings  in  the  matchless  name  of  our 
risen  Christ.  The  prayers  of  the  Ministers' 
Council  are  with  each  of  you  as  you  labor 
in  the  vineyard  of  the  Master.  The  GBSC 
Mirusters'  Council  has  taken  our  charge 
from  President  fuller  to  serve  the  Minis- 
ters of  this  great  convention.  Our  efforts 
have  been  put  forth  to  provide  resources  to 
the  clergy  of  this  convention  with  the  aim 
of  providing  assistance  and  support  to  ser- 
vants of  God. 

The  3rd  Annual  Leadership  Siunmit  was 
held  in  Charlotte  at  the  Ebenezer  Baptist 
Church  during  the  month  of  February  and 
we  hope  to  provide  highlights  in  the  next 
issue  of  The  Informer. 

In  this  issue  we  are  responding  to  sev- 
eral request  from  within  the  convention  to 
provide  resources  for  an  effective  minis- 
try. One  area  that  must  be  addressed  is  the 
ministers'  personal  library.  The  following 
books  are  recommended  essential  additions 
for  an  effective  library,  however  this  is  not 
an  exhaustive  Listing. 

Aubrey  Malphurs,  "Pouring  New 
Wine  into  Old  Wineskins:  How  to 
Change  A  Church  without  Destroying  It" 
{Baker  Books,  Grand  Rapids,  MI,  1993} 
ISBN  0-8010-6301-9 

Rick  Warren,  "The  Purpose  Driven 
Church:  Growth  Without  Compromis- 
ing Your  Message  "  {Zondervan  Pub. 
House,  Grand  Rapids,  MI,  1995}  ISBN  0- 
310-20106-3 

Lyle  E.  Schaller,  "44  Ways  to  Expand 
the  Teaching  Ministry  of  Your  Church" 
{Abington  Press,  Nashville,  TN,  1992} 
ISBN  0-687-13289-4 

John  C.  Maxwell,  "Developing  The 
Leaders  Around  You"  {Thomas  Nelson, 
NashviUe,  TN,  1995}  ISBN  0-8407-6747-1 

Broadman  &  Holman  Professional  De- 
velopment Books  {Nashville,  TN}  "The  12 
Essential  Skills  for  Great  Preaching" 
"The  Empowered  Communicator:  7 
Keys  to  Unlock  an  Audience" 
"The  Empowered  Leader:  10  Keys  to 
Servant  Leadership" 

Thorn  &  Joani  Schults,  "Why  Nobody 
Learns  Much  of  Anything  At  Church:  & 
How  to  Fix  It"  {Regal  books,  Ventura,  CA} 
ISBN  0-8307-1776-5 

George  Barna,  "Evangelism  That 
Works:  How  to  Reach  Changing  Genera- 
tions with  the  Unchanging  Gospel" 
{Group  Press,  Loveland,  Colorado,  1993} 
ISBN  1-55945-909-7 

Gary  L.  Mcintosh,  "Make  Room  For  the 
Boom...orBust"  {Baker  Book  House,  Grand 
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Rev.  Dennis  Leach  BS.M.Div. 

Endow  them  with  thy  spirit;  enrich  them  with 
thy  heavenly  grace;  and  strengthen  them  for  the 
tasks  that  lie  ahead,  that  in  all  thy  work,  begun, 
continued,  and  ended  in  thee,  they  may  glorify 
thy  holy  name,  and  advance  thy  Kingdom, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


Dr.  Leonzo  Lynch 


Rapids,  MI,  1977}  ISBN  0-8007-5614-2 

Kay  Author,  "How  To  Study  Your  Bible: 
The  Lasting  Rewards  of  the  Inductive 
Approach"  {Harvest  House,  Eugene,  Or- 
egon, 1994}  ISBN  1-56507-173-5 

H.B.  London  Jr.  &  Neil  B.  Wiseman, 
The  Heart  of  a  Great  Pastor  (Ventura,  CA 
Regal  Press  1994}  ISBN-0-8307- 1674-2 
Pastors  At  Risk:  Help  For  The  Pastors, 
Hope  For  The  Church  {Wheaton,  IL  Vic- 
tor Books  1993}  ISBN-1-56476-111-8 

Samuel  D.  Proctor,  The  Certain  Sound 
Of  The  Trumpet:  Crafting  A  Sermon  Of 
Authority  {Valley  Forge,  PA Judson  Press} 
ISBN-0-8170-1202-8 

J.  Wendell  Mapson  Jr.,  Strange  Fire 
{St.  Louis,  MO  Hodale  Press,  Inc.  1996} 
ISBN-1-884594-21-2 

J.  Wendell  Mapson  Jr.,  The  Ministry 
of  Music  In  The  Black  Church  {Valley 
Forge,  PA  Judson  Press  1984}  ISBN-0- 
8170-1057-2 

H.  Beecher  Hicks  Jr.,  Correspondence 
With  A  Cripple  From  Tarsus  {Grand 
Rapids,  MI  Zondervan  PubUshing  1990} 
ISBN-0-3 10-52201-3 

Cornel  West,  Race  Matters  {Boston, 
MA  Beacon  Press  1993}  ISBN-0-8070- 
0918-0 

G.  Lloyd  Rediger,  Clergy  Killers: 
Guidance  for  Pastors  and  Congregations 
Under  Attack  {Louisville,  KY, 
Westminster  John  Knox  Press  1 997  }  ISBN- 
0-664-25753-4 

Kermeth  C.  Haugh,  Antagonists  in  the 
Church:  How  to  Identify  and  Deal  with 
Destructive  Conflict  {Minneapolis,  MN 
Augsburg  Publishing  House  1988}  ISBN- 
0-8066-2310-1 

It  is  our  hope  and  prayer  that  this  brief 
listing  will  serve  as  a  resource  as  you  build 
your  ministry.  God  Bless  you  aU. 


From  the  Minister's  Council 
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FAITH  AND  F ITNESS  •  By  Charolette  H.  Leach,  M.S. 


Does  God  Give  Instructions  To  Improve  Our  Health? 


Taking  steps  to  improve  our  health  is 
an  ongoing  issue,  and  sometimes  a  struggle 
for  the  African  American  Christian.  I  am 
very  thankful  that  God  is  understanding  and 
meets  us  exactly  where  we  are.  As  we  live 
this  Christian  Ufe,  God  for  the  most  part 
lets  us  decide  what  issues  are  important  and 
how  we  want  to  approach  them.  God  also 
lets  us  decide  if  we  want  to  approach  those 
issues  at  all.  If  we  decide  that  issues  need 
to  be  addressed,  we  may  expend  time,  en- 
ergy and  prayer  as  we  try  to  get  to  where 
God  wants  us  to  be.  We  can  all  look  back 
over  our  lives  and  realize  what  our  issues 
have  been  and  seen  how  God  has  brought 
us  through.  Those  issues  may  have  involved 
finances,  relationships,  or  raising  children. 

Many  of  us  have  struggled  at  one  point 
with  finances,  but  through  God's  Word,  we 
now  understand  what  he  expects  and  are 
for  the  most  part,  financially  stable.  Rela- 
tionships with  family  members  or  spouses 
can  sometimes  offer  challenges,  but  we 
grew  based  on  God's  Word  and  have 
learned  the  proper  way  to  treat  our  loved 
ones.  I  must  admit  that  the  issue  of  raising 
children  can  offer  ongoing  struggles,  espe- 
cially since  I  am  currently  in  the  midst  of 
this  aspect  of  Ufe.  As  times  goes  by,  I  get  a 
clearer  understanding  that  this  is  one  of 
those  issues  that  may  never  cease,  even 
once  the  children  have  reached  the  age  of 
what  society  considers,  grown.  Even  with 
this,  God  is  faithful  and  provides  strength, 
guidance,  and  wisdom  regarding  steps  to 
take. 

What  about  our  health,  and  specifically 
our  eating  habits?  This  is  definitely  an  is- 
sue that  arises  for  all  of  us  at  some  point  in 
our  Uves.  For  some,  the  seriousness  of  ad- 
dressing our  nutrition  may  not  occur  until 
a  major  health  crisis  occurs.  Some  of  us 
may,  based  on  what  we  hear  or  read  decide 
that  a  serious  assessment  of  what  we  eat, 
needs  to  occur.  We  are  all  at  different  lev- 
els regarding  the  importance  of  trying  to 
improve  or  maintain  our  health,  based  on 
what  we  eat.  We  can  understand  this,  be- 
cause of  God  and  who  he  is.  He  gives  us 
free  reign  and  free  will.  He  may  by  his  spirit 
try  to  open  our  eyes,  but  we  decide  if  and 
when  they  will  be  opened.  Quite  possibly, 
they  may  open  a  little  at  a  time. 


I  can  truly  say  that  this  is  what  is  hap- 
pening with  me  regarding  proper  nutrition 
and  what  I  should  or  should  not  eat.  Let  me 
preface  my  statements  by  saying  that  the 
Bible,  God's  Holy  Word  should  be  our  ul- 
timate source  of  information  regarding  any 
subject.  We  should  allow  the  Bible  to  have 
the  last  word,  no  matter  what  the  topic  is. 
We  could  easily  get  into  a  debate  about  what 
the  Bible  has  to  say  regarding  nutrition  and 
whether  it  applies  to  us  today,  but  the  scrip- 
ture itself  sheds  light  on  this.  We  read  in  II 
Timothy  that: 

"All  scripture  is  given  by  inspiration 
of  God,  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for 
reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in 
righteousness." II  Timothy  3:16 

I  have  just  recently  realized  that  God 
gave  a  lot  of  instruction  in  righteousness 
regarding  what  to  eat  and  not  to  eat  in  his 
Word.  I  have  begun  reading  a  book  entitled 
"What  the  Bible  Says  About  Healthy  Liv- 
ing" by  Dr.  Rex  Russell.  The  book  seems 
to  be  thorough  and  is  full  of  interesting  in- 
formation that  is  backed  by  scripture. 

During  1998,  I  had  an  opportunity  to 
give  assistance  at  a  Health  Fair  for  a  church 
in  Decatur,  Georgia.  A  young  lady  gave  a 
talk  on  nutrition,  which  also  included  a 
cooking  demonstration.  Based  on  her  en- 
thusiasm, it  is  fair  to  say  that  she  definitely 
believed  and  lived  what  she  spoke.  She  had 
been  diagnosed  with  cancer  and  attributed 
her  healing  to  her  complete  change  in  what 
she  ate.  She  had  become  a  vegan  vegetar- 
ian and  did  not  eat  any  meat  or  meat  prod- 
ucts. This  equated  to  no  milk,  eggs  or 
cheese.  She  also  talked  about  items  that  she 
had  decided  to  eliminate  from  her  diet  based 
on  what  the  Bible  had  to  say.  At  the  time  I 
considered  myself  a  very  health  conscious 
person,  but  I  found  myself  having  a  diffi- 
cult time  receiving  what  she  had  to  say.  I 
felt  that  the  way  the  young  lady  came  across 
was  just  a  Uttle  too  strong.  She  came  across 
as  the  expert  and  seemed  to  say  that  if  ev- 
eryone was  not  where  she  was  that  we 
needed  to  strive  to  get  there.  I  went  away 
from  the  session  questioning  what  I  should 
do  with  what  she  had  shared.  My  bottom- 
line  analysis  at  that  time  was  to  do  nothing 
because  I  felt  that  she  was  a  little  fanatical 
and  that  her  suggestions  may  be  ok  for 


some,  but  was  not  for  everyone. 

Today,  about  four  years  later,  I  believe 
that  I  am  more  ready  to  receive  what  was 
shared.  I  may  have  been  more  ready  then, 
had  I  not  felt  that  she  was  trying  to  coerce 
me  into  the  reception  by  using  guilt.  Even 
though  I  still  disagree  with  her  approach 
and  delivery,  today,  I  realize  now  that  she 
had  spoken  a  lot  of  truth. 

I  believe  that  what  Dr.  Russell  shares 
will  back  up  a  lot  of  what  she  shared,  as  I 
read  more  of  his  book.  I  guess  I  am  more 
open  to  receive  today,  and  so  far  I  like  Dr. 
Russell's  approach. 

The  bottom  line  to  what  this  young  lady 
and  Dr.  Russell  have  to  say  is  that  God  did 
provide  us  nutritional  instructions  that 
would  help  us  to  stay  healthy.  We  also  need 
to  accept  that  God  knew  what  our  lives 
would  be  like  in  the  21st  century  when  he 
inspired  the  author's  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament  to  write  the  Bible.  God  is  wise 
enough  to  have  known  what  to  write  for  us 
over  3000  years  ago.  The  information  is 
there,  if  we  decide  that  we  are  ready  to  re- 
ceive it.  We  must  keep  in  mind  that  once 
we  receive  knowledge,  that  God  expects  us 
to  do  something  with  that  knowledge. 
James  4:17  says: 

"Therefore  to  him  that  knoweth  to  do 
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good,  and  doeth  it  not,  to  him  it  is  sin. " 

More  is  expected,  once  we  know.  1  be- 
lieve that  God  is  dealing  with  me,  as  I  learn 
more  about  what  he  wants  me  to  eat,  based 
on  His  Word.  Am  I  where  I  need  to  be  re- 
garding my  nutrition?  NO!  Will  I  ever  eat 
exactly  as  I  should?  Probably  not.  1  search 
for  answers  from  His  Word  because  those 
answers  can  help  me  to  be  healthier  for  him. 
Pray  with  and  for  me  as  I  receive  more 
knowledge.  Pray  that  I  will  do  something 
with  it,  in  my  life.  Also,  pray  for  yourself, 
because  if  you  have  not  figured  it  out,  1  will 
be  sharing  the  knowledge  that  I  receive  with 
you.  My  call  is  to  encourage  others  by  shar- 
ing what  God  gives  me,  to  work  toward 
improved  health.  It  is  all  to  the  glory  of  God. 
Be  Blessed! 


A  NEW  BOOK 
''Those  Lumber  ton  Preachers" 
Rev.  Dr.  Howard  D.  Davis  Sr. 

This  book  chronicles  the  life  and  ministries  of  16  students  the  author 

taught  in  high  school  who  became  ministers. 
Their  success,  multi-denominationalism,  the  fact  that  three  females. 

($11.25  per  copy) 

Second  Printing  of 

''Glimpses  of  General  Baptist  Pastor'' 

Rev.  Dr.  Howard  D.  Davis  Sr. 
A  candid  look  at  joys  and  sorrows  of  Pastoral  Ministry. 
Story  of  a  few  mainline  GBSC  pators  who  founded  new 

churches  successfully. 
For  copies  send  a  check  or  money  order  for  $11.25  to: 
Route  7,  Box  549,  Georgetown,  S.C.  29440 
Return  mail  guaranteed! 


IMPORTANT  INFORMATION 
For  GBSC,  Inc.  Certificate  Holders 

Voluntary  Term  Life  Group  Trust  Insurance 

Greetings  and  Peace!  This  information  is  in  response  to  the  letters  that  all  General 
Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Inc.  certificate  holders  recently  received 
from  Great  Western  Life  &  Annuity  Insurance  Company,  Greenwood  Village,  CO,  and 
Great  American  Financial  Resources,  John  H.  Wilcher,  General  Agent,  Johnsonville,  SC. 

First,  the  GBSC,  Inc.  in  no  way  had  any  knowledge  of  Great  Western's  actions  to 
terminate  the  Voluntary  Term  Life  Group  Trust.  THE  GBSC,  Inc.  did  not  receive  any 
correspondence  from  Great  Western,  or  Great  American  concerning  their  inunediate  ac- 
tions on  this  important  and  most  urgent  insurance  issue. 

Second,  the  GBSC,  Inc.  has  sought  assistance  from  the  North  Carolina  Department  of 
Insurance,  insurance  professionals  and,  benefit  consultant  on  behalf  of  the  GBSC  certifi- 
cate holders  so  you  can  receive  the  best  options  available  concerning  their  term  coverage. 

The  Rev.  CharUe  M.  Williams,  of  Alford,  Williams  &  Associates  will  serve  as  agent  of 
record  and  benefits  consultant  to  handle  any  concerns,  benefit  options,  claims,  conver- 
sions or  insurance  customer  service  questions.  No  other  agency  has  the  endorsement  of 
the  convention. 

Please  contact  Rev.  Williams  immediately  concerning  your  insurance  coverage. 
Time  is  of  the  essence  to  maintain  our  insurance  coverage.  If  you  chose  not  to  respond, 
please  sign  the  enclosed  waiver  that  has  been  mailed  to  you:  Mail  the  form  to  Alford, 
Williams  &  Associates.  Rev.  Williams  can  be  reached  at  the  following  numbers,  800- 
639-4272,  919-821-7466  or  888-778-4029  (pager). 


GENERAL  BAPTIST  STATE  CONVENTION 
OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  INC. 
CERTIFICATE  INSURANCE  WAIVER  FORM 
(Please  check  and  return  to  GBSC) 

I  would  like  for  Rev.  Charlie  Williams  of  Alford,  Williams  &  Associates  to  provide  me 
with  insurance  product  options.  

1-800-639-GBSC  (4272)  •  1-888-778-4029  •  1-919-821-7466 

I  have  been  notified  by  the  Great  Western  Life  &  Annuity  Insurance  Company, 
Greenwood  Village,  CO.  I  have  elected  to  use  their  products  

I  have  been  contacted  by  Great  American  Financial  Resources,  JohnH.  Wilcher, 
General  Agent,  Johnsonville,  S.C.  I  have  elected  to  use  their  products  

Signature  
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rom  the  Office  of  Institutional 
and  Specialized  Ministries 

Rev.  Michael  R.  Smith  Sr.,  Chairman 
^         Rev.  Jeff  Locus,  Co-Chairman 


WHAT  HAPPENS  WHEN  NOBODY  COMES?  Psalm  107:6-10 


Submitted  by  Rev.  Michael  J.  Pope 
OISM  Coordinator  of  At-Risk 
Youth  Ministries 

One  area  where  the  African  American 
church  should  bow  their  head  in  shame  is 
the  lack  of  support  of  our  brothers  and  sis- 
ters in  prison.  Many  church  congregations 
fail  to  acknowledge  their  condition  of  in- 
carceration. This  self-imposed  denial  has 
allowed  the  politics  of  domination  to  in- 
vade the  sacred  of  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
Many  churches  fail  to  act  because  of  the  us 
and  them  image  that  operates  on  the  sub- 
liminal plain.  We  are  suppose  to  nurture  and 


encourage  each  other,  not  criticize  and  pass 
judgment.  Each  of  us  was  bom  with  an  au- 
thentic self  given  by  God  which  is  made 
for  communion  with  Him  and  others. 

After  confessing  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord 
and  Savior,  we  are  to  trust  Him  to  clean 
our  temples  by  removing  the  shame  of  our 
past  so  that  we  can  be  free  to  serve  and  glo- 
rify Him.  Instead,  we  try  to  hide  our  true 
selves.  We  use  race,  culture,  class,  money, 
education  and  titles  as  excuses  for  not  help- 
ing or  fellowshipping  with  someone  out- 
side of  our  group.  I  wonder  what  would 
have  happened  if  Jesus  had  acted  that  way 


From  the  Moderator 
of  Moderator's  Committee 


It's  All  About  Tact 


Grace  and  peace  to  all  of  you,  my  broth- 
ers and  sisters ! 

Prior  to  writing  this  article,  I  looked  in 
the  dictionary  to  ascertain  the  definition  of 
"tact.  "Webster  says  that  it  is  a  keen  sense 
of  what  to  do  or  say  in  order  to  maintain 
good  relations  with  others  or  avoid  offense. 

Last  month  I  had  the  pleasure  of  sitting 
in  on  a  minister's  session  at  the  Congress 
of  Christian  Education  one-day  session.  It 
was  a  very  good  session  and  everyone 
seemed  to  enjoy  the  session  very  much.  Dr. 
George  Cook  taught  the  session  and  he 
talked  about  making  changes  in  our 
churches.  He  used  as  his  reference  Dr. 
George  McCaleb's  book  entitled,  "Faith- 
ful Over  A  Few  Things."  I  must  admit  that 
I  was  kind  of  tired  as  a  result  of  the  drive 
from  Durham,  N.C.  to  Winston  Salem,  N.C. 
and  was  having  a  hard  time  keeping  my 
eyes  opened.  Well,  many  of  you  know  that 
I  have  been  raising  church  conflict  issues 
in  this  column  so  when  Dr.  Cook  began 
talking  about  making  changes  in  our 
churches,  my  eyes  and  ears  opened  because 
I  knew  that  I  had  just  heard  something  else 
to  write  about.  Making  changes  in  our 
churches  —  now  that  is  a  real  conflict  is- 
sue. You  talk  about  combining  the  choirs, 
starting  an  eight  o'clock  services,  dealing 
with  the  tenure  of  officers,  changing  the 
order  of  services,  creating  a  new  ministry, 
rearranging  the  flowers  on  the  pulpit,  and 
etc.  Well,  I  have  already  experienced 
churches  spUtting  over  changes  far  minor 
than  the  ones  1  have  mentioned. 

Now  let  me  hasten  to  say  that  I  agree 
with  Dr.  Cook  and  I  believe  changes  are 
good  for  our  churches.  New  ideas,  new 
faces  and  new  things  can  be  very  benefi- 
cial as  we  meet  the  challenge  of  minister- 
ing in  this  present  age.  I  want  to  mention 
just  a  few  things  that  Dr.  Cook  stated  that  I 
believe  will  help  Pastors  and  churches  to 
minimize  conflict  as  changes  are  consid- 
ered. First,  never  change  for  the  sake  of 
change.  There  should  be  a  purpose  behind 


Rev.  James  W.  Smith,  J.D. 

the  change.  Second,  it's  not  what  you  do,  it 
is  how  you  do  it.  Most  of  us  can  attest  to 
the  fact  that  any  word  or  phrases  used  can 
be  fighting  words  depending  upon  how  they 
are  used.  Third,  learn  how  to  maintain  re- 
lationships. Again,  being  able  to  conmiu- 
nicate  and  reason  with  each  other  is  very 
important.  And  so,  as  we  look  to  fresh  ideas 
and  new  ways  of  ministering  to  our  people 
and  at  the  same  time  consider  church  con- 
flict, let  us  remember  that  IT'S  ALL 
ABOUT  TACT. 

If  you  wish  our  services  in  any  way, 
please  contact  us  at  the  following: 
James  W.  Smith,  JD 
146  Presidents  Dr.,  Durham,  N.C.  27704 
(919)  479-0501 
Email:  Jsmith9450@aol.com 
Rev.W.J.Cox 

107  Gray  Street,  Goldsboro,  N.C.  27534 

(919) 751-9899 

Dr.  Joshua  J.  Haire  Jr. 

PO.  Box  53803,  Fayetteville,  N.C.  28305 
(910)  323-1508 


toward  us  by  being  selective  in  His  bless- 
ings, grace  and  mercy?  What  would  have 
happened  to  Daniel  if  God  decided  the  lion 
needed  a  meal?  What  about  Shadrach, 
Meshak  and  Abednego  in  the  furnace  if  God 
had  decided  they  were  not  any  one  special? 
Let's  even  look  to  that  day  on  Calvary. 
What  if  Jesus  had  suddenly  decided  that  we 
were  not  worth  the  suffering  and  came 
down  from  the  cross?  Where  would  we  be 
today?  We  have  to  stop  persecuting  one 
another  over  matters  like  church  size  and 
educational  status.  We  must  stop  thinking 
from  self  and  Let  God. 

When  I  reflect  on  the  life  of  Jesus  in  the 
Gospels,  He  always  seemed  to  show  up  at 
the  right  time  in  the  right  place.  He  showed 
up  in  places  where  people  were  being  alien- 
ated or  ostracized.  Jesus  truly  appeared  to 
be  drawn  to  the  poor  and  disadvantaged.  It 
seems  we,  the  professed  men  and  women 
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of  God  should  be  also.  The  true  mission  of 
any  true  church  should  lead  them  to  be 
wherever  people  are  suffering.  The  church 
should  know  the  shed  blood  of  Christ  is  able 
to  redeem  and  bring  reconciliation  among 
mankind.  The  Church  should  and  we  must 
be  on  the  battlefield.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
rests  with  those  who  are  concerned  about 
bringing  unity  and  vitality  to  our  commu- 
nities.  Therefore,  if  the  Church  is  to  fulfill 
our  mission  of  being  salt  and  light  in  the 
world,  we  must  go  to  people  who  are  in 
places  no  one  really  wants  to  go.  Jesus  is 
always  there  for  us  everyday,  hour,  minute 
and  second.  So  the  Church  must  stop  turn- 
ing our  heads  saying  the  prisoner,  at-risk 
youth,  or  victim  of  crime  are  not  my  people 
or  that  is  not  my  problem.  How  would  you 
feel  if  it  was  you  and  nobody  ever  showed 
up? 


SPECIAL  OISM  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

2nd  ANNUAL  CRIME  &  INCARCERATION  CONFERENCE 

Theme  —  "Reaching,  Reconciling,  Restoring  Broken  Lives" 
SEPTEMBER  27  -  28  2002 
FEDERAL  CORRECTIONAL  COMPLEX 
TRAINING  CENTER 
BUTNER,  N.C. 
PLAN  NOW  TO  ATTEND! 

SPECIALIZED  TRAINING  FOR  GBSC  ASSOCIATIONS/CHURCHES 

AT-RISK  YOUTH  MINISTRY 
IN-PRISON  MINISTRY 
VICTIMS  OF  CRIME  MINISTRY 
AFTERCARE  MINISTRY 
LET  US  EQUIP  YOU  TO  MAKE  A  DIFFERENCE! 

CONTACT  INFORMATION 
GBSC  HEADQUARTERS  -CAROL  J.  SMITH  800-639-GBSC 
Email  cjsgbsc@aol.com 
MICHAEL  R.  SMITH  SR.  919-575-4541  ext.  4300 
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I  Must  Cry  Loud,  And  Spare  Not! ! 


A  woman  sits  quietly  in  a  comer,  star- 
ring into  the  distance,  overwhelmed  by 
shock  and  paralyzed  with  fear.  Why?  Her 
husband,  in  the  prime  of  his  Ufe,  has  sUpped 
into  eternity.  I  can't  begin  to  count  the  num- 
ber of  times  I  have  experienced  this  sce- 
nario. Just  this  past  week,  as  I  sat  in  the 
hospital  emergency  room  consoUng  one  of 
my  parishioners  who  lost  her  husband  (age 
49),  I  saw  two  other  African  American 
males  (ages  41  and  54)  die  within  a  two- 
hour  span.  As  I  ventured  a  little  further  to 
the  Intensive  Care  Unit,  I  noticed  that  the 
majority  of  patients  on  Ufe  support  were 
African  American.  Yet,  the  family  members 
who  fiUed  the  waiting  room  could  not  sit 
still  because  they  needed  to  leave  the  room 
to  smoke  or  get  a  drink.  I  soon  realized  that 
this  problem  was  much  larger  than  I  have 
originally  imagined.  This  issue  presented 
an  even  greater  challenge  than  I  had  envi- 
sioned. 

I  found  myself  reflecting  upon  a  quote 
mentioned  in  my  book.  Brother  to  Brother 
—  You  Don't  Have  To  Die  With  Prostate 
Cancer.  According  to  Don  Speaks,  Con- 
ference Coordinator  for  "Brothers  Can  We 
Talk  About  It?"  (a  conference  held  in  At- 


Dear  Christian  Brothers: 

Did  you  know  that  sixty-five  percent  of 
deaths  in  black  men  before  age  65  are  due 
to  causes  we  can  do  something  about?  The 
lower  life  expectancy  reported  for  black 
men  is  overwhelmingly  due  to  premature 
deaths  of  young  men.  Most  humans  wish 
to  Uve  a  full  life  span  with  a  high  quality  of 
life.  These  aspirations  are  found  in  people 
regardless  of  class,  ethnicity,  faith  and  na- 
tionality. These  common  strivings  include 
meeting  basic  physical  needs  for  food, 
clothing  and  shelter;  the  desire  to  belong 
to  a  community;  and  to  be  weU  regarded 
by  friends  and  family  and  to  be  loved.  How 
closely  achievements  match  these  goals  has 
powerful  influence  on  how  one  feels  about 
oneself  and  the  actions  individuals  take  in 
daily  life. 

It  is  common  to  think  of  health  within 
the  narrow  context  of  physical  sickness  and 
the  various  roles  medical  speciaUsts  play 
in  the  treatment  of  illness  and  extension  of 
life.  The  biomedical  approach  to  health 
maintenance  and  treatment  is  important.  As 
much  as  35%  of  premature  disability  and 
death  is  thought  to  be  influenced  by  barri- 
ers to  high  quality  medical  care  and  genetic 
factors.  The  other  65%  is  related  to  other 
causes.  The  leading  cause  of  death  in  young 
African  American  men  (18-35)  is  the  risk 
of  being  killed  by  other  young  African 
American  men.  Death  from  HIV/ AIDS  is 
the  second  killer  of  young  black  men.  Half 
of  the  two  milUon  Americans  in  jail  are 
black  men.  This  is  related  to  inequality  and 
loss  of  vision.  Life  expectancy  of  black  men 
remains  the  lowest  of  all  racial/ethnic 
groups  reported  by  the  U.S.  Census.  These 
low  numbers  are  not  due  to  death  of  those 
black  men  who  Uve  to  reach  60  and  beyond. 
It  is  overwhelmingly  due  to  death  of  young 
men. 

My  father  and  uncles  Uved  to  reach  their 
70's  and  80's  as  have  I  and  many  other  fam- 
ily members.  Over  the  past  twenty  years 
my  family  has  experienced  the  trauma  of 


lanta,  Georgia  on  May  2,  1998),".. .if  black 
people,  especially  black  men  do  not  start 
taking  control  of  our  personal  health  status 
we  will  be  on  the  verge  of  extinction  by  the 
21st  century!"  It  is  obvious  to  me  that  if 
we  keep  doing  what  we've  always  done, 
we  will  keep  getting  what  we've  always 
gotten.  Sadly  enough,  that  equates  to  early 
deaths  for  many  of  our  people.  This  issue 
of  health  —  taking  care  of  the  temple  —  is 
one  we  must  address. 

Having  pastored  for  the  past  32  years,  I 
am  disturbed  by  the  reception  of  fellow 
ministers.  I  have  found  that  many  of  them 
don't  want  to  take  the  time  to  deal  with 
health  issues.  My  caUing  as  a  minister  of 
the  gospel  dictates  that  I  be  concerned  about 
the  whole  man  —  mind,  body  and  soul.  Ill 
John  2  states,  "Beloved,  I  wish  above  all 
things  that  thou  mayest  prosper  and  be  in 
health,  even  as  th'  ITy  soul  prospereth."  As 
ministers,  we  usually  cover  the  issue  of  the 
soul,  but  what  about  the  mind  and  body? 
Let's  talk  about  the  mind  and  body.  Educa- 
tion is  premier!  Proverbs  4:7-10  declares, 
"Wisdom  is  the  principal  thing,  therefore 
get  wisdom:  and  with  all  thy  getting  get 
understanding.  Exalt  her,  and  she  shall  pro- 


seeing  six  members  of  the  younger  genera- 
tion die  before  30  years  of  age.  Three  young 
men  were  killed  in  drive-by  shootings,  one 
died  of  AIDS,  one  died  in  an  auto  accident, 
and  a  young  woman  of  23  years  was  mur- 
dered. The  parents  of  these  young  people 
are  decent,  hard  working  folk  who  did  the 
best  they  could  to  raise  their  children  well. 
All  grew  up  in  relative  comfort  with  the 
expectations  that  they  would  follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  older  family  members.  These 
losses  have  taken  a  heavy  psychological  toll 
and  challenged  our  faith.  Within  my  ex- 
tended friendship  network  the  experience 
of  my  family  does  not  deviate  greatly  from 
the  experience  of  many  other  African 
American  famiUes.  If  we  are  to  significantly 
reduce  the  gap  in  Ufe  expectancy  between 
black  males  and  white  males,  it  is  impera- 
tive that  we  understand  the  forces  that  ini- 
tiate and  enable  a  culture  that  is  toxic  to 
raising  black  males. 

I  need  not  remind  readers  of  those 
words  that  the  journey  in  America  has  of- 
ten been  difficult  for  black  folk.  There  have 
always  been  systems  that  challenge  our 
humanity  and  the  desire  to  live  free  and 
pursue  those  activities  that  improve  the 
chances  for  long  Ufe  and  happiness.  Drugs 
are  impUcated  in  the  subculture  of  violence 
and  the  spread  of  AIDS.  International  and 
regional  drug  dealers  make  lots  of  money. 
However,  the  use  for  drugs  is  in  some  mea- 
sure related  to  poUtical  and  economic  forces 
that  somehow  cause  so  many  young  black 
men  to  feel  that  they  caimot  attain  success 
by  the  pathway  set  by  past  generations.  The 
beUef  that  nothing  beyond  money  matters 
is  destructive.  Liberty  and  justice  has  not 
been  reaUty  for  many,  yet  we  must  not  de- 
spair. There  is  reason  beyond  materiaUsm 
and  equaUty.  Wealth  and  race  provide  ad- 
vantage as  both  are  strongly  related  to  edu- 
cational opportunity  and  to  participation  in 
the  job  market  and  business. 

It  is  also  well  estabUshed  that  men  who 
think  well  of  themselves  and  are  supported 


mote  thee:  she  shall  bring  thee  to  honour, 
when  thou  dost  embrace  her.  She  shall  give 
to  thine  head  an  ornament  of  grace:  a  crown 
of  glory  shaU  she  deUver  to  thee.  Hear,  O 
my  son,  and  receive  my  sayings;  and  the 
years  of  thy  Ufe  shall  be  many."  We  must 
estabUsh  health  education  programs  within 
our  churches,  and  we  should  take  advan- 
tage of  the  ones  aUeady  estabUshed,  such 
as  the  General  Baptist  Health  Program. 
Most  county  health  departments  will  be 
glad  to  do  basic  screenings  for  high  blood 
pressure,  diabetes,  cholesterol,  etc.  As  I 
move  around  the  country  talking  with  men 
about  prostate  cancer,  I  challenge  them  to 
include  a  routine  of  exercise,  proper  diet, 
and  regular  doctor  visits. 

Perhaps,  I  feel  a  special  urgency  to  "cry 
loud"  about  this  issue  of  health  because  I 
am  a  prostate  cancer  survivor.  Through  the 
grace  of  God,  early  detection  and  modifi- 
cations in  diet  and  life  style,  I  am  here  to- 
day. I  am  even  further  propelled  on  this 
mission  because  of  my  calUng  as  a  minis- 
ter. I  have  sought  ways  to  involve  myself 
in  this  issue  that  threatens  the  very  exist- 
ence of  our  people 

Through  the  Health  Committee  of  the 


in  these  perceptions  by  family  and  commu- 
nity are  better  able  to  withstand  the  more 
difficult  pathways  most  black  men  must 
tread.  We  also  know  that  men  who  hold 
good  jobs  are  married,  own  their  home,  Uve 
longer  and  are  less  likely  to  become  in- 
volved in  destructive  behavior.  It  is  clearly 
in  the  interest  of  black  men  of  all  ages  to 
reduce  the  intake  of  fat  in  the  diet,  not  to 
smoke  and  to  exercise  three  or  more  days 
every  week  for  30-40  minutes. 

Many  of  us  live  stressed  lives.  We 
should  from  time  to  time  stop  and  examine 
the  things  we  do  with  our  time  and  ask  if 
these  things  bring  joy  and  add  to  the  qual- 
ity of  our  lives  and  the  Uves  of  those  we 
love.  Many  years  ago,  I  was  the  lead  per- 
son in  development  of  a  rural  health  ser- 
vice. Success  would  benefit  many  people. 
It  would  also  advance  my  career.  I  often 
worked  12-14  hours,  6  days  a  week.  The 
project  was  progressing  well.  After  about 
6  months  at  this  pace,  my  older  son  who 
had  just  turned  eight  began  to  misbehave 
at  home  and  in  school,  his  grades  were  low. 
Our  pediatrician  recommended  trying  drugs 
to  calm  him  down.  I  was  troubled  by  this 
advice  and  decided  to  share  these  concerns 
with  my  physician,  an  older  man  I  greatly 
respected.  I  had  second  thoughts  when  he 
began  to  ask  about  my  relationship  with  my 
wife.  Indeed  she  was  not  pleased  that  I  was 
home  so  little  and  often  tired.  He  asked 
about  the  activities  I  did  with  my  chUdren 
and  whether  I  had  always  put  so  much  time 
in  at  work.  My  first  thoughts  were,  this  man 
is  messing  in  my  business.  How  I  live  has 
nothing  to  do  with  this  kid  acting  out  stuff. 
To  this  day,  I  thank  Dr.  David  Glen,  a  man 
of  faith  who  invited  me  to  pray  with  him 
and  seek  God's  guidance  in  balancing  Ufe's 
priorities  in  ways  that  place  the  family's 
needs  first.  My  son  with  the  problem  is  to- 
day a  well-respected  cardiologist  in  his 
conmiunity  and  the  father  of  four  beautiful 
and  talented  children.  I  shutter  to  think  what 
might  have  happened  without  the  love  that 


Dr.  Thomas  L.  Walker 


General  Baptist  State  Convention,  on  which 
I  serve,  we  are  able  to  touch  many  lives 
concerning  health.  This  is  yet  another  av- 
enue we  can  use  to  become  informed. 
Hosea  4:6  states,  "My  people  are  destroyed 
for  lack  of  knowledge."  If  we  are  to  Uve 
long,  healthy  Uves,  we  must  learn  how  to 
take  care  of  our  temples.  "Know  ye  not  that 
ye  are  the  temple  of  God,  and  that  the  Spirit 
of  God  dwelleth  in  you?  (I  Corinthians 
3:16). 

Dr.  Thomas  L.  Walker,  Senior  Pastor, 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church,  Rocky  Mount, 
N.  C.  Author  of  Brother  to  Brother  —  You 
Don 't  Have  to  Die  With  Prostate  Cancer. 

Member,  General  Baptist  State  Convention 
Health  Committee 
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enabled  Dr.  Glen  to  share  his  pearls  of  wis- 
dom and  faith  with  me.  It  was  a  wake  up 
call!  Thank  God,  I  managed  to  get  it  to- 
gether! 

As  we  travel  Ufe  pathways,  those  of  us 
who  survive  gain  insights  into  life  that 
could  help  those  who  follow  to  avoid  some 
of  the  pitfalls,  hard  knocks  and  near  misses 
we  have  experienced.  Men  should  come 
together  as  men  to  learn  from  each  other 
and  to  do  the  best  we  can  to  see  the  Ught 
that  is  always  there.  God  is.  We  need  to  be 
about  arming  our  male  children  to  face  the 
years  ahead  in  the  knowledge  that  we  care, 
that  they  are  ours  and  we  love  them.  This 
will  require  discipUne,  teaching  the  habits 
of  hard  work,  seriousness  and  endurance 
with  grace.  Mentoring  in  ways  to  Uve  Ufe 
is  needed. 

There  are  lots  of  noises  in  the  environ- 
ment —  television,  internet  and  rap  music 
compete  for  the  hearts,  minds  and  souls  of 
young  black  men.  People  of  faith  and  good- 
wiU  must  find  ways  to  support  those  things 
that  nurture  Uving  and  enable  safe  passage 
in  youth  and  comfort  in  old  age. 

I  will  conclude  this  letter  with  words 
taken  from  a  call  to  action  by  Dr.  W.B. 
Lewis  in  1988  entitled  Blackmen  in  Crisis, 
"There  is  need  to  come  together  as  Chris- 
tians to  seek  ways  to  reduce  the  loss  of  so 
many  of  our  young  men  to  jail  and  death. 
This  is  a  crisis  that  demands  action.  The 
survival  of  our  famiUes  as  famiUes  and  the 
future  of  black  conmiunities  is  strongly  re- 
lated to  the  presence  of  men  able  to  func- 
tion weU  as  fathers  and  husbands." 


An  Open  Letter  —  Especially  To  Black  Men 

By  Dr.  John  Hatch,  Senior  Development  Officer  •  Office  of  Health  and  Human  Services 
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Rev.  Ricky  Banks  Seeking 
4th  Vice  President  of  GBSC 


J.C.  Harris  Selects 
Campaign  Coordinator 


By  Gregory  K.  Moss  Sr. 
Pastor,  St.  Paul  Baptist  Church 

Over  the  years,  our  beloved  General  Bap- 
tist State  Convention  has  been  a  flagship  and 
model  for  Baptist  work  across  this  country  and 
throughout  the  world.  Our  convention  has  en- 
joyed tremendous  leadership  since  its  inception. 
Men  and  women  bom  across  the  great  divide 
of  North  Carolina  have  given  their  best  to  the 
convention's  causes  and  objectives.  They  un- 
selfishly utilized  their  gifts  and  graces  to  lead 
the  convention  through  prosperous  periods  as 
well  as  tough  and  turbulent  times.  Commenda- 
tions are  in  order  for  the  vision,  leadership  and 
sacrifice  of  each  person  who  has  left  an  etch  in 
the  sketch  of  the  mosaic  of  General  Baptist  work. 

For  more  than  a  century.  General  Baptist 
have  risen  to  meet  the  challenges  of  its  day.  In 
its  formative  years,  the  convention  championed 
education  for  its  constituents.  As  the  need 
evolved,  the  convention  has  been  flexible 
enough  to  adjust  its  emphasis  to  address  new 
and  complex  challenges.  As  evidenced  with  the 
onslaught  of  Hurricane  Floyd  which  devastated 
much  of  Eastern  North  Carolina,  thousands  of 
General  Baptist  answered  the  call  of  its  leader- 
ship and  are  continually  responding  to  displaced 
brothers  and  sisters. 

We  are  presently  in  an  election  year,  wherein 
the  convention  must  elect  new  leadership  to 
guide  us  through  the  next  four  years.  The  past 
presidents  of  our  convention  have  placed  their 
mark  upon  our  great  work  including  that  of  the 
current  sitting  president,  John  D.  Fuller.  Under 
his  energetic,  visionary  leadership.  President 
Fuller  has  set  in  motion  tremendous  ministry 


Gerontology 

Submitted  by  Dr.  Elbert  Lee 


Be  Wary! 

It's  easy  to  be  drawn  into  scams  and  unwit- 
tingly give  out  all  sorts  of  personal  information 
to  shck  con  artists. 

What  seems  to  be  a  simple  request  for  in- 
formation or  a  service  to  help  you  actually  might 
be  a  scam.  The  Federal  Trade  Commission  has 
issued  recent  warnings  about  these  three  types 
of  contacts: 

INTERNET  ACCOUNT  UPDATES: 

If  you  receive  an  e-mail  request  that  appears 
to  be  from  your  Internet  Service  Provider  (ISP) 
stating  that  your  "account  information  needs  to 
be  updated"  or  that  "the  credit  card  you  signed 
up  with  is  invahd  or  expired  and  the  informa- 
tion needs  to  be  reentered  to  keep  your  account 
active,"  do  not  respond  without  checking  with 
your  service  provider  first 
OLDER  AFRICAN-AMERICANS  TAR- 
GETED 

Fliers  circulating  in  many  Southern  Afii- 
can- American  communities  claim  that  African- 
American  communities  claim  that  African- 
Americans  bom  before  1928  may  be  eligible 
for  slave  reparations  under  a  so-called  "Slave 
Reparation  Act"  and  that  those  bom  between 
1917  and  1926  can  apply  for  Social  Security 
funds  they  are  due. 

According  to  law  enforcement  oflBcials,  the 
claims  are  false.  They  are  being  made  by  skilled 
identity  thieves  who  are  asking  people  to  re- 
veal their  name,  address,  phone  number,  birth 
date  and  Social  Security  numbers. 
CREDIT  CARD  LOSS  PROTECTION 


projects,  setting  the  tone  for  General  Baptist 
woik  for  years  to  come.  The  next  leader  must 
be  humble,  suave  and  possess  the  temperament 
to  continue  what  has  been  put  in  place.  They 
must  also  possess  the  experience,  energy,  vi- 
sion and  wisdom  to  position  General  Baptist  to 
meet  its  future  challenges. 

It  is  my  sincere  beUef  God  has  raised  one 
among  us  for  such  a  time  as  this.  J.C.  Harris  is 
that  person.  He  has  served  General  Baptist  in- 
terest in  leadership  capacity  for  more  than  thirty 
years.  From  director  of  the  summer  camp  spon- 
sored by  the  Woman's  Convention  to  Vice-Ptesi- 
dent-at-large  of  our  esteemed  convention,  he  has 
rolled  up  his  sleeves  an  put  his  hand  to  the  plow. 
Our  Lord's  word  declares  "He  who  put  his  hand 
to  the  plow  and  looks  back,  is  not  fit  for  the 
kingdom..."  J.C.  Harris  set  his  hand  to  the  plow, 
met  tremendous  opposition,  suffered  loss  and 
walked  through  storms.  Yet  he  has  neither 
stopped,  stalled  nor  taken  his  eye  off  the  pur- 
pose of  convention  work  J.C.  Harris  has  not 
looked  back  This  is  why  I  have  accepted  the 
privilege  and  responsibUity  to  coordinate  his 
campaign  for  the  office  of  President  of  the  Gen- 
eral Baptist  State  Convention. 

Our  campaign  is  inclusive.  We  extend  an 
invitation  to  all  who  wish  to  fiirther  the  cause 
and  legacy  we  inherit,  and  who  are  interested  in 
the  exciting,  new  ventures,  venues  and  vistas 
God  has  in  store  as  we  seek  to  retool  General 
Baptist  for  woik  in  the  new  millennium.  If  in- 
terested, please  contact  us  at  P.O.  Box  301, 
Statesville,  N.C.  28677  or  phone  us  at  704-873- 
1732. 

May  God  continue  to  bless  and  keep  you. 


Dr.  Elbert  Lee 


OFFERS 

Worthless  credit  card  loss  protection  offers 
were  particularly  a  problem  last  fall  with  uncer- 
tainty over  potential  Y2K  problems,  according 
to  the  FTC. 

Avoid  doing  business  with  callers  who  claim 
that  you  are  Uable  for  more  than  $50  in  unau- 
thorized charges  on  your  credit  card  account, 
that  you  need  credit  card  loss  protection  because 
computer  backers  can  access  your  credit  card 
number  and  charge  thousands  of  dollars  to  your 
account,  or  that  they're  from  "the  security  de- 
partmenf '  and  want  to  active  the  protection  fea- 
ture on  your  credit  card. 

If  you  discover  an  unauthorized  charge  on  a 
credit  card  bill,  don't  pay  it  Follow  your  credit 
card  issuer's  procedures  for  disputing  charges 
you  haven't  authorized.  According  to  the  Fed- 
eral Trade  Commission,  your  liabihty  for  unau- 
thorized charges  is  hmited  to  $50. 

Never  give  out  personal  information — in- 
cluding credit  card  or  bank  account  numbers 
—  over  the  phone  or  on-line  for  any  product 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


Grace  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto 
you  through  knowledge  of  God  and  of 
our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ,  n  Peter  1:2. 

Greetings  and  salutations,  first,  to  our 
Heavenly  Father,  and  secondly,  to  the 
greatest  Convention  this  side  of  Jordan  — 
the  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
North  Carolina.  My  Brothers  and  Sisters 
in  Christ,  it  is  a  high  privilege  and  honor 
for  me  to  approach  you  in  this  manner,  and 
to  ask  for  your  listening  ear. 

It  is  exciting  to  watch  the  fruits  of  our 
labor,  continuing  growth  and  development 
of  this  great  Convention.  As  we  look  back 
to  where  we  have  come  from,  and  where 
we're  going,  we  must  admit  that  Truly  the 
Lord  is  in  this  place. 

Now,  Brothers  and  Sisters,  I'm  asking 
you  to  accept  the  Vision  and  the  Challenge 
to  ban  together  and  lead  this  Convention 
to  even  higher  heights  and  deepr  depths  in 
Christ  Jesus. 

In  so  doing,  I  would  tike  to  soficit  your 
help  in  this  great  Challenge  by  asking  for 
your  support  in  becoming  the  next  4th  Vice 
President  of  this  historical  Convention. 

Some  of  you  may  ask  what  qualifies 
me  for  this  vast  task — I'm  glad  you  asked. 

God  has  tremendously  blessed  my  minis- 
try in  these  21  years,  in  reaching  forward  to 
grasp  new  and  innovative,  progressive  minis- 
tries and  programs  that  have  lifted  our  people 
fiiom  spiritual  impotence  and  economic  depen- 
dency to  heights  of  spiritual  and  economic 
empowerment  To  God  Be  The  Glory! 

In  1982  God  called  me  to  serve  the 
good  people  of  the  St.  Stephen  Mission- 
ary Baptist  Church  in  Elizabeth  City, 
N.C.  where  His  praises  continue  to  go  up. 
Some  of  the  mirustries  that  God  has  been 
seen  fit  to  be  implemented  are: 

*  3  Star  Child  Care  Program 

*  After  School  Care  Program 

*  Alcoholics  Anonymous  Program 

*  Food/Clothes  Closet/Shelter  Program 

*  Development  Skills  Program 

*  Summer  Care  Program 

*  Aerobics  Program 

*  Scholarship  Program 

*  Christian  Bookstore 

I  presently  serve  as  Moderator  of  the 





■ 


Rev.  Ricky  L.  Banks,  M.  Div. 

Roanoke  Missionary  Association.  I  also 
serve  in  the  following  capacities: 

*  Past  President  of  the  Ministerial  Alliance 

*  Secretary  to  the  Ordination  Council 

*  Chairman  of  Building  Committee 

*  Member  of  Executive  Board 

The  Lord  has  also  allowed  me  the  privi- 
lege to  serve  in  this  great  Convention  in 
these  areas: 

*  Recording  Secretary 

*  Member  of  the  General  Board 

*  Steering  Committee  for  Ministers' 

Council 

*  Host  Of  The  1999  MID-YEAR  SESSION 

Now  my  Brothers  and  Sisters  as  oiu" 
Convention  continues  to  move  forward  in 
an  even  more  excellent  way,  please  permit 
me  to  serve  you  as  the  4th  Vice  President 
of  this  Convention.  I  will  commit  to  serv- 
ing and  assisting  the  President  as  he  al- 
lows God  to  lead  him  and  this  Conven- 
tion, as  we  strive  to  maintain  the  spiritual- 
ity that  our  forerunners  established. 

Please  remember  that  Success  Is  Team 
Work!  I  Corinthians  3:8-9  —  Now  he 
that  planteth  and  he  that  waterth  are 
one:  and  every  man  shall  receive  his  own 
reward  according  to  his  own  labor.  For 
we  are  laborers  together  with  God;  ye 
are  God's  husbandry,  ye  are  God's  build- 
ing. 


The  General  Baptist  Convention  now 
accepts  MASTERCARD  or  VISA 
www.gbsc.org 

Call  for  more  information:  800-639-GBSC 
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Installation  Service 
Held  For  Rev.  Williams 


Be  Wary 

unless  you  initiated  the  contact  or  you  are  fa- 
miliar with  the  business. 

Although  you  probably  can't  prevent  iden- 
tity theft  entirely,  you  can  minimize  your  risk. 
Here  are  some  tips  from  the  Federal  Trade 
Commission's  website  and  consumer  informa- 
tion booklets: 

•Before  you  reveal  any  personal  identifica- 
tion information,  find  out  how  it  will  be  used 
and  whether  it  will  be  shared  with  others.  Ask 
if  you  have  a  choice  about  the  use  of  your  in- 
formatioa  Ask  if  you  can  choose  to  have  it  kept 
confidential. 

•Pay  attention  to  your  billing  cycles.  Amiss- 
ing  credit  card  bill  could  mean  an  identity  thief 
has  taken  over  your  credit  card  account  and 
changed  your  billing  address  to  cover  his  tracks. 

•Check  bank  and  credit  statements  item  by 
item. 

•Guard  your  mail  from  theft.  Deposit  out- 
going mail  in  post  office  collection  boxes  or  at 
your  local  post  office.  Promptly  remove  your 
mail  from  your  mailbox  after  it  has  been  deliv- 
ered. 

•Put  passwords  on  your  credit  card,  bank, 
and  phone  accounts.  Avoid  using  easily  avail- 
able information  like  your  mother's  maiden 
name,  your  birth  date,  the  last  four  digits  of  your 
Social  Security  number,  or  your  phone  num- 
ber, or  a  series  of  consecutive  numbers. 

•limit  the  identification  information  and  the 
number  of  cards  you  carry  to  what  you'll  actu- 
ally need. 

•Do  not  give  out  personal  information  on 
the  phone,  through  the  mail,  or  over  the  Intemet 
unless  you  have  initiated  the  contact  or  know 
who  you're  dealing  with.  Identity  thieves  may 
pose  as  representatives  of  banks,  Intemet  ser- 
vice providers,  and  even  government  agencies 
to  get  you  to  reveal  your  Social  Security  num- 
her,  mother's  maiden  name,  financial  account 
numbCTS,  and  other  identifying  information.  Le- 
gitimate organizations  with  whom  you  do  busi- 
ness have  the  information  they  need  and  will 
not  ask  you  for  it 

•Be  careful  how  you  dispose  of  documents. 
Ideally,  you  should  shred  thenL 


•Be  cautious  about  where  you  leave  personal 
information  in  your  home,  especially  if  you  em- 
ploy outside  help  or  are  having  service  work  done 
in  your  home. 

•Find  out  who  has  access  to  your  personal 
information  at  work  or  at  doctor's  offices,  for 
example — and  verify  that  the  records  are  kept  in 
a  secure  location. 

•Give  your  Social  Security  number  only  when 
absolutely  necessary.  Ask  to  use  other  types  of 
identifiers  when  possible. 

•Don't  carry  your  Social  Security  card;  leave 
it  in  a  secure  place. 

•Don't  post  personal  information  on  the 
Internet,  including  genealogical  or  alumni  sites. 

•Order  a  copy  of  your  credit  report  from  each 
of  the  three  major  credit  reporting  agencies  every 
year.  Make  sure  it  is  accurate  and  includes  only 
those  activities  you  have  authorized.  The  law  al- 
lows credit  bureaus  to  charge  you  up  to  $8.50  for 
a  copy  of  your  credit  report 

•Your  credit  report  contains  information  on 
where  you  work  and  live,  the  credit  accounts  that 
have  been  opened  in  your  name,  how  you  pay 
your  biUs,  and  whether  you  have  been  sued,  been 
arrested,  or  filed  for  bankruptcy.  Checking  your 
report  on  a  regular  basis  can  help  you  catch  mis- 
takes and  fraud  before  they  wreak  havoc  on  your 
personal  finances. 

The  three  major  credit  reporting  agencies  are: 
•Trans  Union,  PO.  Box  6790,  Fullerton,  Calif. 
92834;  800-680-7289. 

•Equifax,  PO.  Box  740241,  Atlanta,  Ga.  30374; 
800-525-6285. 

•Experian,  PO.  Box  1017,  Allen,  Texas  75013; 
800-301-7195. 

Exercise  your  right  to  stop  your  "credit 
header"  —  the  top  portion  of  credit  reports  — 
from  being  sold,  which  wiU  stop  most  of  those 
pre-approved  offers  of  credit.  Headers  Ust  a 
consumer's  name,  address,  and  telephone  num- 
ber (including  unlisted  ones),  mother's  maiden 
name,  date  of  birth,  and  Social  Security  number. 
Selling  headers  earns  credit  bureaus  tens  of  mil- 
lions of  dollars  annually. 

Call  the  credit  bureau's  special  toll-free  line: 
888-567-8688.  It  is  an  automated  call,  so  listen 
carefully.  Give  only  one  line  of  information  at  a 
time,  then  press  the  pound  key  to  continue. 


Rev.  Michael  Titus  Williams  received 
the  calUng  to  become  a  minister  in  1980. 
He  is  currently  the  pastor  of  OberUn  Road 
Baptist  Church  and  has  served  since  Sep- 
tember 2001.  Previously,  Rev.  Williams 
was  pastor  for  Second  Baptist  Church, 
Ypsilanti,  Michigan;  Chapel  Hill  Mission- 
ary Baptist  Church,  Clarksdale,  Missis- 
sippi; St.  Paul  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
Greenville,  Mississippi;  and  Mt.  Vernon 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Yazoo  City, 
Mississippi. 

Throughout  his  ministry.  Rev.  WiUiams 
has  been  noted  for  many  achievements.  He 
represented  the  state  of  Mississippi  by 
preaching  at  the  National  Baptist  Conven- 
tion, U.S.A.,  Incorporated,  in  1990  in  Los 
Angeles,  California.  Under  his  administra- 
tion. Chapel  Hill  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  erected  a  $2  milhon  facility,  which 
earned  the  distinction  of  being  the  largest 
African-American  Baptist  church  in  the' 
Mississippi  Delta.  During  his  leadership. 
Second  Baptist  Church  purchased  property 
for  future  expansion  that  was  paid  in  full  at 
the  time  of  purchase.  In  addition,  he  over- 
saw the  creation  of  a  computer  lab  for  the 
membership  aimed  specifically  for  youth 
and  started  a  mentoring  program  under  the 
J.O.S.H.U.A.  government  project  at  the 
church. 

Rev.  Williams  has  been  the  recipient  of 
numerous  honors,  including  being  named 
among  the  Outstanding  Young  Men  of 
America  in  1988  and  1998.  He  was 
awarded  the  key  to  the  City  of  Clarksdale, 
Mississippi  in  1996.  He  was  cited  and  hon- 
ored by  the  mayor  of  Clarksdale  with  a 


Rev.  Michael  Titus  Williams 


street  named  in  his  honor,  called  Williams 
Cove. 

Rev.  Williams  received  a  Bachelor's 
Degree  in  Business  Administiation  in  Man- 
agement from  Mississippi  State  University 
and  a  Master  of  Theology  Degree  from 
Andersonville  Baptist  Seminary  and  Mem- 
phis Theological  Seminary.  He  is  pursuing 
a  Doctorate  of  Ministry  Degree  from 
Andersonville  Baptist  Seminary. 

Rev.  Williams  has  held  numerous  of- 
fices and  memberships,  including  being  a 
member  of  the  National  Baptist  Conven- 
tion, U.S.A.,  Incorporated  and  National 
Baptist  Congress  of  Christian  Education. 
He  has  served  as  First  Vice  President  for 
the  General  Missionary  Baptist  and  Edu- 
cation State  Convention  of  Mississippi.  He 
has  also  been  Vice  President  of  the  Gen- 
eral Missionary  Baptist  State  Convention 
and  General  Missionary  Baptist  and  Edu- 
cation State  Congress  of  Mississippi. 

Rev.  WilUams  has  a  son,  Justin,  who  is 
a  student  at  Mississippi  State  University. 


Give  Your  Ministry 
A  New  Face  Lift. 

Introducing  Custom  ID  Badges 
for  Ministiy  Leaders  &  Churches 

www.meetingimages.com  or  TerryJ@meetingimages.com 

Ministry  ID  Badges  by  Meetings  Images,  Inc.  are  not  your  typical  lapel  garments. 
Each  design  is  developed  with  the  spiritual  sensitivity  of  church  ministry.  Unlike 
off-the-shelf  stock  badges.  Ministry  ED  Badges  reflect  the  individuaUty  of  your 
church  and  its  flock. 

When  it  comes  to  ministry  work,  it  is  important  to  be  seen  for  who  you  are.  For 
members  and  visitors  who  rely  on  the  assistance  of  certain  ministries,  having  a  way 
to  readily  identify  church  officials  can  be  a  critical  service.  The  most  effective 
method  of  directing  people  to  others  for  help  is  with  the  use  of  Military  ID  Badges. 

All  Church  officials  who  display  their  badges  demonstrate  an  order  to  your  service 
that  attendees  will  regard  as  harmony  in  the  House  of  the  Lord. 

Let  Meeting  Images'  Ministry  ID  Badges  for  Churches  make  a  positive  statement 
for  you.  Page  Terry  Johnson  at  1-888-658-0042  or  send  an  e-mail  to 
TerryJ@MeetingImages.Coni  for  a  free  quote. 

•  Ushers  Badges  •  Conference  Badges 

•  Laymen's  Badges  •  Youth  Conference 

•  Women's  Day/Men's  Day        •  Music  Conference/Retreat 

•  Children  Church  Badges 
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GIVE  THE  GIFT  THAT 
KEEPS  ON  GIVING 

Church  bonds  are  a  great  way  to  save  money  and  are  great  gifts  for  Christmas, 
Birthdays,  Anniversaries,  Graduation  and  many  other  special  occasions. 

Children,  grandchildren,  friends  and  relatives  can  use  these  bonds  to  pay  for 
college  expenses,  a  down  payment  for  a  home  or  new  car,  supplement  in- 
come, gift  to  the  Foundation,  your  church  or  local  charity  or  for  just  about 
anything  you  can  bring  to  mind. 

Some  church  bonds  offer  as  much  as  10%  interest.  This  means  on  a  $10,000 
church  bond,  you  would  receive  an  interest  check  for  $500  every  six  months. 
Once  the  bond  matures,  you  get  your  original  $10,000  (called  your  principal) 
back.  You  also  have  the  option  of  receiving  all  your  interest  plus  principal  at 
maturity. 

Church  bonds  are  backed  by  real  estate  and  are  a  key  source  of  funding  for 
expanding  God's  Kingdom. 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  church  bonds  or  to  purchase  yours 
today  call  the  General  Baptist  Foundation  at  1  (866)-OURGODl  (687-4631) 
or  at  (919)  858-7847,  if  you  are  in  the  Raleigh,  North  Carohna  area. 

DISCLOSURE:  Church  Bonds  are  not  FDIC  Insured  or  guaranteed  by  any  bank  or  government.  Church 
bonds  are  "mortgaged-backed"  which  means  they  are  secured  by  a  first  mortgage  on  the  church's  real  estate, 
including  their  worship  facihties.  A  publicly  traded  secondary  market  does  not  exist.  Investors  may  not  be 
able  to  resell  any  bonds  purchased  should  they  wish  to  do  so  and  should  be  prepared  to  have  funds  commit- 
ted for  an  indefinite  period  of  time,  perhaps  until  bond  maturity  or  early  redemption.  Additionally,  church 
bonds  are  credit  rated  and  the  price  of  Bonds  traded  in  a  secondary  market  is  subject  to  adjustment  upward 
and  downward  in  response  to  changes  in  credit  markets  and  prevailing  circumstances.  Such  price  could  be 
substantially  different  from  the  original  purchase  price.  Principal  and  interest  repayment  is  dependent  on 
contributions  to  the  chiu-ch  from  its  membership.  Chiu'ch  bonds  are  tax-exempt. 
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What  Are  You  Going  To  Do  While 
Waiting  For  Jesus  To  Come? 


By  Ernestine  W,  Crawford,  Charlotte 

The  Ushers  of  District  III  held  their  annual 
fellowship  banquet  on  Saturday,  November  17, 
at  the  SL  Paul  Baptist  Church's  Ray  of  Hope  Cen- 
ter, Charlotte,  and  Rev.  O.K.  Moss,  host  pastor. 

Hie  welcome  committee  (SL  Paul  and  Friend- 
ship Ushers)  greeted  more  than  200  ushers  and 
their  guest  into  the  Ray  Of  Hope  Center.  The 
greeters,  dawned  in  black  and  white  dressy  at- 
tire, received  the  attendants  as  they  entered  into  a 
room  of  round  and  oblong  tables  covered  with 
white  table  covers,  pink,  white  and  an  aqua  color 
center  piece  which  gave  the  guest  a  feeling  of 
celebration. 

The  aroma  of  the  evening's  menu  was  as 
impossible  to  miss  as  all  the  folks  who  were  pa- 
rading around  and  greeting  each  other. 

The  room  was  buzzing  with  conversations 
while  a  keyboard  player  sat  in  a  comer  playing 
soft  Christmas  tunes. 

The  singing  of  What  a  Fellowship  by  the  au- 
dience was  the  announcement  signaling  that  the 
banquet  services  had  begun. 

Host  ushers  president,  David  Jones  delivered 
words  of  greetings  and  welcome,  urging  the 
crowd  to  enjoy  themselves. 

Saylor  Mattison,  1st  vice,  emphasized  what 
is,  who  is.  District  IE  President.  He  stated  that 
District  m  was  composed  of  nine  associations 
(Ebenezer,  Gaston  County,  Gold  HiU,  Guilding 
Light,  Mecklenburg-General,  Mount  Peace,  Lane 
Creek,  Rising  Star,  and  Stanley  County)  for  the 
purpose  to  foster  a  more  meaningful  fellowship. 
All  ushers  are  encouraged  to  attend  to  promote 
and  be  involved  in  the  sharing  of  different  re- 
sponsibilities. District  in  is  committed  to  being 
the  best  servants  we  can  be. 

Felton  Pendergrass,  2nd  Vice  President,  led 
the  Memorial  Tribute  which  included  a  scripture 


from  the  14th  Chapter  of  Revelations,  lighting  of 
two  candles  (symbolizing  service  and  how  they 
let  their  light  so  shine).  This  was  a  very  sacred 
moment  as  attendants  stood  in  silence  in  remem- 
brance, closing  with  a  prayer 

Grace  was  offered  and  we  were  served  our 
dinner  of  baked  or  fried  chicken,  green  beans, 
creamed  com,  apple,  peach  cobblers,  or  cake,  rolls 
and  ice  tea. 

The  banquet  service  continued  as  we  dined. 
The  youth  entertained  with  a  praise  dance  group 
and  several  selections  from  harp  instrument  play- 
ers. 

The  keynote  speaker  for  the  evening.  Dr. 
Clifford  Jones,  pastor  of  Friendship  Baptist 
Church.  Charlotte,  addressed  these  waiting  ush- 
ers and  guest  from  Ephesians  4:32,  asking,  what 
are  you  going  to  do  while  waiting  for  Jesus  to 
come?  He  stated  that  this  was  the  one  thing  that 
happened  in  Paul's  life-time  was  that  Jesus  had 
not  come  back  during  His  lifetime.  His  anticipa- 
tion was  that  Jesus  was  soon  to  come.  Every- 
body waiting  is  not  a  Christian.  So  he  asked,  what 
are  you  going  to  do  while  waiting  for  Jesus?  Evil 
is  in  the  midst  of  those  waiting  for  Jesus.  The 
devil  specializes  in  a  crowd.  Your  walk  to  Cal- 
vary is  not  a  scenic  cmise.  You  are  a  witness  how 
to  treat  one  another.  You've  been  baptized,  not 
cmcLfied.  You  can't  stand  at  the  door  with  an  at- 
titude. You  live  by  faith,  not  fate.  Be  ye  kind  to 
one  another  The  challenge  is  the  same,  be  kind 
to  one  another  Anybody  can  be  kind  to  District 
ni  and  stay  in  our  little  world.  The  world  we  Uve 
in  teaches  us  to  be  skeptical,  jealous,  to  watch 
them  and  seek  to  divide  us.  The  challenge  is  to 
be  kind  to  those  that  are  evil.  They  (church  folks) 
won't  treat  you  right  They  walk  by  you  and  won't 
acknowledge  yourpresence.  You're  standing  rep- 
resenting the  power  of  the  Lord  almighty.  We 


came  to  see  Jesus.  Be  kind  in  the  world  that 
doesn't  promote  kindness,  a  church  where  folks 
can  be  cold  and  indifferent.  You  met  a  man  at 
Calvary,  he  changed  you're  life.  Don't  look  at 
them;  how  they  treat  you,  you  look  at  them  as  a 
child  of  the  cross.  The  Lord  has  a  way  of  bless- 
ing you  in  a  unique  way;  your  smile  will  be 
broader.  The  Lord  wiU  bless  your  life  more. 

Dr.  Jones  delivered  a  very  unique  and  timely 
message  and  it  was  well  received. 

Awards  were  presented,  among  which 
Friendship's  President;  Valerie  Singleton  was 
crovmed  Usher  Of  The  Year. 

The  officers  were  introduced,  door  prizes 
awarded  and  remarks  delivered  by  President 
Charhe  Hetcher,  stating  that  District  IQ  was  one 
of  the  greatest  in  the  state  of  North  Carolina 

With  closing  remarks  and  benediction  by  the 
Dean,  Dr.  C.V.  Owens,  pastor  of  First  Mt  Zion, 
thus  concluded  another  successfiil  banquet,  co- 
ordinated by  District  El's  Forest  Eaves  Jr  and 
other  officers  and  chairperson. 

The  caterer  was  Billy  Craig, 


Charles  Fletcher  Sr. 
State  President 


Dr.  Clifford  A.  Jones  Sr.,  Guest  Speaker 

Senior  Minister 
Friendship  Baptist  Church,  Charlotte 


District  HI  Ushers  Annual  Fellowship  Baptist  Banquet,  Saturday,  Nov.  17, 2001,  at  7  pan. 
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Ramah  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Licenses  New  Minister  To  Preach  The  Gospel 


By  Debra  B.  Pender 

It  was  the  last  Sunday  of  2001,  one  day 
away  from  New  Year's  Eve,  the  night  air  was 
chilling  and  the  drive  to  church  was  long  and 
dark.  As  my  husband  and  I  drove  on  the 
church  grounds,  we  had  to  create  our  own 
parking  space  because  there  were  none. 
When  we  entered  into  the  sanctuary,  look- 
ing frantically  for  a  seat,  we  had  to  walk  side- 
ways down  the  aisle  because  there  were  folks 
in  brown  folding  chairs  aligned  on  both 
sides. 

Suddenly,  a  kind  usher  saw  the  sfrain  on 
our  faces  and  went  once  again  to  the  fellow- 
ship room  for  more  chairs.  Ahh,  finally  we 
were  here,  sitting  comfortably  in  front  of  the 
first  row  of  pews  —  not  bad  for  being  late  to 
your  own  mother's  initial  sermon  service. 
However,  our  seating  was  very  brief,  for  as 
we  began  to  inhale  the  smoke  that  was 
quickly  filling  this  temple,  we  gave  thanks 
to  God  for  our  safe  journey  from  Raleigh, 
and  became  engulfed  by  the  sounds  of  stand- 
ing room  only  saints  caught  up  in  their  own 
worship  experience.  Reports  later  confirmed 
some  500  were  present  that  night. 

But  why,  what  was  so  intriguing  about 
one  woman  preaching  her  first  sermon  that 
would  attract  so  many?  Well,  I  can  tell  you 
with  confidence  that  this  is  no  ordinary 
woman.  At  Ramah  Grove  and  ThomasviUe 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  she  is  called  the 
First  Lady,  or  Mrs.  Blakney,  to  some  she  is 
Past  District  Deputy  Grand  Matron  or  Field 
Missionary  Blakney,  others  affectionately 
refer  to  her  as  Sister  Blakney,  nieces  and 
nephews  caU  her  Aunt  Mae,  while  her  grand- 
children proudly  call  her  their  Grande  ma. 
To  her  five  sons,  three  daughters-in  law, 
daughter  and  one  son-in-law.  Mother  Dear- 
est is  who  she  is.  Most  importantly,  to  the 
Rev.  Louis  Blakney,  her  husband  of  forty 
years  and  her  pastor  of  twenty-seven,  she's 
his  "Sweetie,"  as  they  so  lovingly  refer  to 
each  other.  (Oops,  I  may  get  in  trouble  for 
sharing  that  tidbit.)  But  on  this  particular 
evening,  we  all  had  to  stand  aside,  for  none 
of  us  could  compete  with  her  first  love.  Al- 
mighty God  or  as  she  calls  Him  during  her 
message,  her  Wonderful  Counselor. 


After  a  very  heart-warming  infroduction 
by  Daddy,  followed  by  the  choir  rendering 
up  more  Judah  Praise,  a  5-foot  7  inch,  wavy 
black-haired,  very  simple  but  elegantiy  white 
dressed  lady  gracefully  approached  the  pul- 
pit. Already  rosy  and  teary  eyed  from  her 
own  praise  and  worship,  she  tried  hard  to 
compose  herself.  But  as  Mother  reflected  on 
how  God's  grace  and  mercy  had  brought  her 
through  many  hills  and  mountains  to  this 
particular  place  and  season  in  her  life,  there 
was  nothing  more  she  wanted  to  do  but  cry 
out  Hallelujah! 

With  Holy  Ghost  boldness,  she  plunged 
into  the  Gospel  of  Mark  5:25-28.  Now,  you 
are  probably  thinking  just  like  I  was,  we've 
read  this  remarkable  story  over  and  over 
again  and  even  have  acted  it  out  in  our  church 
plays  and  skits.  However,  we  all  soon  em- 
braced the  revelation  of  God's  word,  spo- 
ken through  His  feminine-vessel,  which  was 
certainly  anointed  for  this  time  and  place. 
Mark  called  her  "a  certain  woman,"  pur- 
posely leaving  her  anonymous,  unrevealed 
and  unnamed,  to  show  that  any  of  us  could 
meet  her  profile.  However,  with  that  same 
drive  and  passion  for  perfection  that  I  know 
and  love  about  Mother,  it  was  clear  that  she 
was  thorough  in  her  study  and  research,  even 
down  to  the  actual  birth  name  of  this  woman, 
Bemice.  Throughout  her  message,  she  ref- 
erenced back  to  the  subject,  "This  Man  called 
Jesus:  Not  Your  Man,  Not  My  Man,  But  This 
Man,"  clarifying  the  importance  of  going  to 
God  for  a  solution  to  your  problems  first. 
Over  and  over,  Bemice  went  to  her  husband, 
and  to  the  physicians,  and  to  the  priest,  hop- 
ing that  someone  could  help  her  and  cure 
her  of  this  miserable  illness.  And  over  and 
over,  she  returned  to  disappointment  and 
suffering.  The  Holy  Spirit  stepped  in  and 
took  over,  for  as  the  worshippers  popped  up 
and  down  in  their  seats  like  popcorn,  you 
could  teU  that  many  there  related  to  Bemice, 
having  gone  or  even  going  through  their  own 
issues  of  sickness,  isolation,  abandonment, 
depression  and  even  riches  to  rags  experi- 
ence. For  some,  their  two  weeks,  two  months 
or  two  years  seemed  just  as  long  as  Bemice's 
twelve,  for  when  you're  agonizing  and  hurt- 


ing, time  doesn't  matter  because 
pain  is  just  pain.  Mother  went  fur- 
ther to  expound  on  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  two-letter  word,  "if," 
in  verse  28,  where  Bemice,  hav- 
ing tried  all  else,  stmggles  against 
the  crowd,  against  the  odds  and 
says  "if  I  may  touch,"  and  well, 
we  know  the  wonderful  miracle 
that  Jesus  performed.  She  went 
deeper  into  the  text  and  power- 
fully quoted  other  scriptural  ref- 
erences in  the  Bible  where  the 
conditional  "if  was  the  determin- 
ing factor  of  the  end  result.  As  the 
revelation  of  the  Word  sporadi- 
cally became  alive  in  hearts  and 
minds,  you  could  hear  the  chains 
breaking  off,  as  some  recognized 
and  admitted  their  mistake  of  try- 
ing everything  and  everybody  else 
first,  instead  of  God.  You  could  see  the  tears 
of  rejoice  and  celebration.  You  could  smell 
the  fresh  aroma  of  newfound  freedom  in  the 
air.  The  movement  of  God  was  awesome! 

At  the  close  of  her  message.  Mother 
shared  her  personal  testimony  of  how  at  the 
age  of  eighteen,  she  accepted  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  into  her  Ufe.  Her  first  and  most  im- 
portant ministry  began  in  her  home,  serving 
her  husband  "as  unto  the  Lord"  and  being  a 
godly  mother  and  example  to  her  children. 
Yes,  her  first  congregation  consisted  of  my 
brothers:  Roger,  Broadus,  Shelton,  Tony,  and 
Joseph  and  me.  As  we  grew  older  and  more 
independent  of  Mom,  God  continued  plac- 
ing different  tests  and  assignments  before 
her.  For  only  He  knew  what  the  future  held 
and  what  preparation  she  would  need. 
Mother  just  went  on  about  her  business, 
serving  "as  unto  the  Lord."  Because  of 
that  commitment,  God  elevated  her  to 
serve  over  several  ministries,  some  being: 
Sunday  School  Teacher,  Deacon's  Wives 
Ministry,  President  of  Missionary  Circle, 
President  of  Zion  Baptist  Association's  Min- 
isters and  Deacons  Wives  and  Widows  Fel- 
lowship, and  President  of  Zion's  Woman's 
Auxiliary.  Knowing  she  was  ready  and  pre- 
pared for  her  next  assignment,  God  met  with 


Rev.  Blakney 

her  in  July  1998,  and  gave  her  calling  to 
preach  the  Gospel. 

It  was  three  years  later  that  she  shares 
the  news  with  anyone,  including  her  husband 
and  family.  Was  she  unsure  of  her  calling? 
Never.  Was  the  timing  apart  of  God's  plan? 
Certainly,  for  He  knew  the  hearts  and  minds 
that  needed  His  special  touch.  He  knew  those 
who  were  stiU  bound  by  the  "traditionalized" 
thinking  that  women  preachers  were  not  Bib- 
lically correct.  Thank  God  that  His  Word  is 
a  Uving  organism  and  that  it  springs  forth 
newness  each  and  every  time  we  dare  to  par- 
take of  it.  For  He  tmly  does  great  and  mar- 
velous things  by  anyone  who  makes  them- 
selves available  to  Him.  And  as  the  song 
goes,  who  are  we  to  question  Him  —  He's 
Sovereign!  But  God  knew  the  obstacles  that 
Mother  would  face,  so  the  timing  was  criti- 
cal. 

What  I  admire  most  is  that  Mother  sub- 
mitted to  God's  timing,  she  was  patient  and 
waited  on  Him.  She  was  trained  and  pre- 
pared, and  she  knew  the  consequences  of, 
"if  she  went  outside  the  will  of  God,  or  "if 
she  followed  her  flesh  instead  of  God's  di- 
rectives. So  she  waited  and  moved  only 
when  God  said  move.  A  lesson  we  all  need 
reminding  of  every  once  in  a  while. 


President  Bush  Names  21  Individuals  To  President's  Advisory  Board  On  Historically  Black  Colleges,  Universities 


Submitted  by  Carol  J.  Smith,  Associate  Editor 

The  White  House  Office  of  the  Press  Secre- 
tary announced  Feb.  1  tiiat  President  Bush  intends 
toappoint21  individuals  to  serve  on  the  President's 
Board  of  Advisors  on  Historically  Black  Colleges 
and  Universities  (HBCUs). 

Authorized  under  Executive  Order  130321, 
the  board  is  charged  with  identifying  ways  to 
strengthen  the  role  of  HBCUs  and  helping  to  pro- 
vide quality  education  opportunities  for  minority 
and  disadvantaged  students.  The  board  members 
will:  (1)  advise  the  U.S.  secretary  of  education  on 
ttie  progress  in  closing  the  achievement  and  at- 
tainment gaps  between  African  Americans  and 
other  groups  of  students;  (2)  issue  an  annual  re- 
port to  the  president  on  the  participants  of  HBCUs 
in  federal  programs;  (3)  recommend  ways  to  in- 
crease the  federal  role  in  strengthening  the  aca- 
demic programs  and  resources  of  HBCSs;  and 
(4)  report  to  the  president  on  how  to  increase  the 
role  of  tfie  private  sector  in  strengthening  HBCUs. 

Members  selected  to  serve  on  the  board  in- 
clude: 

•  Dennis  Ray  Boxx  of  Virginia;  vice  president 

for  corporate  communications,  Lockheed 
Martin,  Bethesda,  Md.; 

•  Benjamin  Franklin  Payton  of  Alabama; 

president,  Tuskegee  University,  Tuskegee, 
Ala.; 

•  Arlene  Cassandra  Ackerman  of  California; 


superintendent,  San  Francisco  Unified  School 
District; 

•  Hazo  William  Carter  Jr.  of  West  Virginia; 

president.  West  Virginia  State  College, 
Institute,  W.Va.; 

•  Lawrence  Amett  Davis  Jr.  of  Arkansas; 

chancellor.  University  of  Arkansas  at 
PineBluflf; 

•  Harold  Emanuel  Doley  Jr.  of  New  York; 

president,  Doley  Security,  Inc.  New  Orleans, 
La.; 

•  Elson  Sylvester  Hoyd  of  Michigan;  president, 

Westem  Michigan  University,  Kalamazoo; 

•  Charles  Alphonso  Hines  of  Texas;  president/ 

CEO,  Prairie  View  University,  Prairie  View, 
Texas; 

•  &nest  Leon  Holloway  of  Oklahoma;  President, 

Langston  University,  Langston,  Okla; 

•  William  English  Kirwan  of  Ohio;  president, 

Ohio  State  University,  Columbus; 

•  Ronald  Francis  Mason  Jr  of  Mississippi; 

president,  Jackson  State  University,  Jackson, 
Miss.; 

•  Marie  Valentine  McDemmond  of  Louisiana; 

president,  Norfolk  State  University,  Norfolk, 
Va.; 

•  Bernard  Joseph  Milano  of  New  Jersey; 

president,  KPMG  Foundation,  Montvale,  NJ.; 

•  Girard  Cecil  Miller  of  Virginia;  president/CEO 

ICMA  Retirement  Corp.,  Washington,  D.C.; 


•  James  Carmichael  Renick  of  Illinois; 

chancellor.  North  Carolina  A&T  State 
University,  Greensboro,  N.C.; 

•  Ricardo  Romo  of  Texas;  president.  University 

of  Texas,  San  Antonio; 

•  Dianne  Boardley  Suber  of  North  Carolina; 

president,  SL  Augustine's  College,  Raleigh, 
N.C.; 

•  Joyce  Elaine  Tbcker  of  Wginia;  president, 

Tucker-Spearman  &  Associates,  Alexandria, 
Va; 

•  Timothy  Gregory  Walker  of  Illinois;  manager 

of  governmental  affairs,  Mitsubishi  Motors, 
Normal,  Dl.; 

•  Michael  Lucius  Lomax  of  Louisiana;  president, 

Dillard  University,  New  Orleans;  and, 

•  John  Kenneth  Waddell  of  Virginia;  president, 

SL  Paul's  College,  Lawrenceville,Va 
"Creating  education  opportunities  for 
America's  minority  and  disadvantaged  students 
is  one  of  this  department's  main  objectives,"  U.S. 
Secretary  of  Education  Rod  Paige  said.  'T  look 
forward  to  working  with  the  outstanding  men  and 
women  President  Bush  has  selected  to  help  close 
the  achievement  gap  between  minority  students 
and  their  peers  and  to  expand  their  higher  educa- 
tion opportunities." 

The  individuals  selected  by  Riesident  Bush 
for  this  advisory  board  include  representatives 
of  historically  black  colleges  and  universities. 


Carol  J.  Smith,  Associate  Editor 

other  institutions  of  higher  education,  business 
and  financial  institutions,  and  private  founda- 
tions. They  wiU  work  together  as  a  group  to  put 
forward  recommendations  and  reports  to  the 
president 
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Hampton  University  Ministers'  Conference  68th  Choir  Directors'  Organists'  Guild  Workshop"The  Proclamation  of  Liberation' 

June  2-7,  2002  •  Hampton  University,  Hampton  VA  23668 


UNTVERSriY  PRESIDENT 

Dr.  William  R.  Harvey 

CONEERENCE  OFFICERS 

Dr.  Walter  S.  Thomas,  President 

Rev.  Reuben  E.  Williams,  Vice  President 

Dr.  V.  Simpson  Himer  Sr.,  Secretary 

Dr.  Suzan  Johnson  Cook,  AssL  Secretary 

Dr.  William  Curtis,  Necrologist 

Fr.  Thomas  S.  Logan,  President  Emeritus 

Dr.  Michael  A.  Battle  Sr.,  Exec.  Sec.  Emeritus 

Rev.  Timothy  Tee  Boddie 

Exec.  Secretary/Treasurer 
CHOIR  GUILD  OFFICERS 
Mr.  Hoyd  Lynch,  President 
Rev.  Constance  Dorsey,  Vice  President 
Mr.  Charles  Ford,  Secretary 
Ms.  Darlene  Davis,  AssL  Secretary 
Mr.  Charies  Davis,  Treasurer 
Mr.  Rudy  Yuille,  Necrologist 
Ms.  Mary  Jones,  Publicity  Chair 

CHOIR  DIRECrORS' AND 
ORGANISTS' GUILD 
WORKSHOP  2002  SESSIONS 
I.  "Where  Have  AU  The  Church  Musicians 

Gone?"  HBCU  Programs  in  Church  Music 
n.  "Waiting  to  Go:  African  American  Church 

Resources  from  Advent  to  Pentecost" 
in.  "Conversation  with  Rev.  Andre  Crouch" 

Workshop  Sessions  — Afternoon 

(Concurrent  breakout  sessions) 

The  Gift  of  Song  Writing 

Building  Vocal  Technique  in  the  Church 

Choir 

Women  Composers  in  Church  Music 
MASTERCLASSES 

(Must  Come  Prepared  to  Perform) 

a  Voice  b.  Organ  c.  Piano 

d.  Hammond  Organ  e.  Conducting 


CHOIR  GUILD  WORKSHOP 
CO-DIRECTORS 

Mr.  Royzell  Dillard,  Hampton  University, 

Hampton,  VA 
Dr.  James  Abbington,  Shaw  University, 
Raleigh,  N.C. 
Conference  Presenters 
June  2-7, 2002 
Conference  Preacher,  Bishop  T.D.  Jakes, 
Dallas,  TX 

Sociology  of  Religion,  Dr.  Carolyn  Showell, 

EllicottCity,MD 
Morning  Worship  Leader,  Rev.  Maurice 

Watson,  Omaha,  NE 
Sdf  Liberation,  Bishop  Noel  Jones,  Los 
Angeles,  CA 
Pastoral  Theology,  Dr.  H.  Beecher  Hicks  Jr, 

Washington,  D.C. 
Communion  Preacher,  Dr.  Charles  E.  Booth, 
Columbus,  OH 
A.CJ).VaugJm 
Senior  Statesmen  Hour 
June  4, 2002 
Dr.  A.CD.  Vau^m,  Baltimore,  MD, 

Moderator 
Dr.  Paul  Martin,  Denver,  CO,  PaneUst 
Dr.  Samuel  McKinney,  Seatde,  WA  Panelist 
Dr.  Clarence  Newsome,  Washington,  D.C, 
PaneUst 

Dr.  Benjamin  W.  Robertson,  Richmond,  VA 
PaneUst 

G  A.  Crawley  Women  in  Ministry/Partner- 
ship Panel 
June  5, 2002 
Dr.  Suzan  Johnson  Cook,  Bronx,  N.Y., 

Moderator 
Bishop  Andrew  Tlimer,  Inglewood,  C  A 
Partnership  Panel 
Rev.  Wanda  l\imer,  Inglewood,  C  A 
Partnership  Panel 


CWS  Responds  To  Volcano 
Catastrophe  In  D.R.  Congo 


Submitted  By  Carol  J.  Smith 
Associate  Editor 

To  help,  direct  funds  to: 
Church  World  Service,  28606  Phillips  St., 
Elkhart,  EN  465 14.  More  information/credit 
card  donations  to  1  -800-297- 1 5 1 6  or  on-Une 
at  www.churchworldservice.org 

Church  World  Service  is  helping  to  meet 
emergency  needs  among  the  some  500,000 
people  affected  by  the  eruption  of  the 
Nyiragongo  volcano  near  Goma  in  eastern 
Democratic  Republic  of  Congo. 

The  eruption  began  January  17,  and  an 
estimated  two-thirds  of  Goma's  half  million 
residents  fled  the  six-foot-high  rivers  of  lava, 
which  destroyed  three-fourths  of  that  city 
and  devastated  at  least  14  nearby  villages. 
At  least  95  people  have  died.  The  lava  also 
spilled  into  nearby  Lake  Kivu,  poisoning  the 
water  and  putting  people  who  drink  it  or 
bathe  in  it  at  risk  for  cholera  and  dysentery. 

People  sought  refuge  just  across  the  bor- 
der in  Gisenyi,  Rwanda,  or  in  the  forest.  But 
then,  as  the  eruptions  subsided,  many  re- 
turned to  Goma,  reluctant  to  remain  in  tem- 
porary camps  in  Rwanda. 

The  needs  are  numerous  whether  resi- 
dents remain  displaced  or  have  subsequently 


returned  home.  Church  World  Service  and 
partners  around  the  world,  including 
churches  in  Congo  and  Rwanda,  are  work- 
ing to  provide  water  and  sanitation,  food, 
blankets,  kitchen  utensils,  firewood,  shelter 
materials  and  clothes  for  60,000  people,  with 
special  attention  to  the  most  vulnerable,  es- 
pecially children  and  the  elderly. 

Long-time  CWS  partner  Interchurch 
Medical  Assistance  (IMA)  is  sending  medi- 
cine from  Kinshasa,  Congo's  capital  city,  and 
from  the  United  States  to  Goma.  Church 
World  Service  has  committed  $10,000  to- 
ward shipping  costs.  In  2001,  CWS  helped 
IMA  rehabilitate  more  than  50  medical  clin- 
ics in  Congo,  including  one  near  Coma, 
which  is  plarming  to  help  in  the  current  emer- 
gency. 

Church  World  Service  is  the  global  hu- 
manitarian response  ministry  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  its  36  Protestant, 
Orthodox  and  Anglican  member  commun- 
ions. Volcano  response  is  being  coordinated 
through  Action  by  Churches  Together  (ACT) 
International,  a  worldwide  network  of 
churches  and  related  agencies  of  which  CWS 
is  a  member. 


Support  the  GBSC  events! 


Happy  Easter!! 


Registration  form  for 
The  88th  Annual  Hampton  University  Ministers'  Conference  &  68th  Annual 
Choir  Directors'/Organists'  Guild  Workshop 

Web  site:  www.hamptonu.edu 

E-mail  address:  niinistersconference@hamptonu.edu 


Ministers 

□  Presenter     □  Pastor      □  Chaplain 

□  Minister      □  Deacon     □  Evangelism 

□  Board  Member      □  Conference  Guest 

□  Layman      □Office    □  Past  President 

□  Bishop       □  Elder     □  Other 

Seminary  Student*  (School  name)  


Music 

□Minister/Director  of  Music  □  Pianist 

□  Choir  Director  □  Soprano 

□  Officer  □  Alto 

□  Choir  Member  □  Tenor 

□  Organist  □  Bass 


*(To  qualify  for  a  $95  registration  fee,  students  must  submit  copy  of  current  enrollment  status) 
Send  aU  correspondence  to  my  (check  one  box): 

□    Home  □  Church/Office 

Print  your  name  and  title  as  it  should  appear  on  your  ID  Badge 
HOME  ADDRESS  (PLEASE  PRINT) 


First  Name . 
Last  Name . 
Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Phone 


Fax 


E-mail  address:  

CHURCH/BUSINESS  ADDRESS  (PLEASE  PRINT) 

Name  of  Church/Business  ■ 

Address  


City 


State 


Zip 


Fax 


Phone  

Please  reserve  the  following  campus  rooms: 
Quantity 

 Strawberry  Banks  (water  view) 

 Strawberry  Banks  (courtyard  view) 

 Air-Conditioned  (with  roommate) 

 Air-conditioned  (no  roommate) 

 Non-Air-Conditioned  (w/roommate) 

 Non-Air-Conditioned  (no  roommate) 

PLEASE  NOTE:  All  residence  halls  have  communal  bathrooms 


Roommate's  Name 
MEAL  TICKET 


Unit  Price 

$325 

$275 

$110 

$220 

$75 

$150 


Total 


□  NO 


$100. 
$60 


□  YES 

Full  Plan  (Breakfast,  Lunch,  Dinner) 
Modified  Plan  (Breakfast,  Lunch) 
HOUSING/MEALS  SUBTOTAL 
□  Check  here  if  you  require  wheelchair/handicap  access 
Please  reserve  the  following: 
Quantity  Unit 

 Early  Registration  Fee 

 Seminary  Student*** 

 Music  Packet 

 Continuing  Ed.  Unit** 

 Executive  Board  Luncheon 

 2002  Conference  Cas.  Album 

 2002  Concert  Cassette 


Price 

$125 

$95 

$30 

$25 

$15 

$100 

$10 


Total 


CONFERENCE  FEES  SUBTOTAL 
Early  registration  deadline:  March  30, 2002 

♦Registrations  postmarked  after  March  30,  2002,  will  be  processed  as  on-site  registration  and  will 

require  additional  money  to  register. 

*On-site  Fee:  Registration  ($150)  Seminary  students  ($120) 

**Form  required  for  Cont.  Ed.  Units;  pick  up  at  registration  check-in. 

***Proof  of  emolknent  required  for  all  seminary  students. 

PAYMENT:  NO  PERSONAL  OR  CHURCH/BUSINESS  CHECKS  WILL  BE  ACCEPTED 
Payment  Method: 

□Money  Order     □Certified  Check     □Cashiers  Check 
Credit  Card  (specify):^  Visa  □MC  □AMEX □Discover 
Card#  Exp.  Date  / 

Signamre  \  

(Signature  is  required  for  processing  credit  card  payments) 

HOUSING/MEALS  SUBTOTAL  FEE  SUBTOTAL  

OTHER  FEES/DISCOUNTS   


GRAND  TOTAL  ENCLOSED . 


Registration  begins  at  4  p.m.  Sunday  only,  June  2, 2002  •  Monday-Thursday.  Hours  are  8  a.m. -5  p.m. 
Registration  refund  deadline  is  May  25,  2002  (refund  requests  must  be  in  writing). 
*No  refund  deposits  will  be  processed  after  May  25. 

Check-in  time  for  Pre-RegistraUon  is  4  p.m.  on  Sunday  June  2, 2002.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

Credit  card  applican6ns  may  be  faxed  to  (757)727-5643  Atto:  Special  Projects. 

Check-out  time  for  all  participants  is  2  p.m.  on  Friday  June  7,  2002..  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

For  information  regarding  registration,  please  call  Special  Projects  at  (757)  727-5367. 

For  information  regarding  concert  tapes.  Cds  and  videos,  call  Media  Productions  at  (757)  727-5167. 

Mail  Form  to:  Hampton  University,  Office  of  Special  Projects,  Hampton,  VA  23668 
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SHAW  UNIVERISTY  NEWS 


Shaw  University  &  Divinity  News 

From  the  Office  of 
3rd  Vice  President  Rev.  Norman  T.  Davis 


Grace,  Mercy  and  Peace  be  unto  you 
from  God  the  Father  and  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord. 

Spring  is  just  around  the  comer  and  new 
life  is  everywhere.  The  trees  are  budding, 
the  flowers  are  blooming,  and  the  glory  of 
God  can  be  seen  over  the  whole  earth.  The 
farmer  is  turning  the  soil  for  plant,  looking 
for  a  new  harvest. 

For  Christians  it  is  spring  cleaning  time. 
The  Apostle  Paul  writes  that,  we  need  to  lay 
aside  every  weight  that  will  beset  us. 

So  we  need  to  clean  out  all  that  old  stuff. 
And  begin  a  new  Ufe.  The  opportunity  is  here 
and  the  day  of  salvation  is  near. 

How  can  we  neglect  so  greater  salvation. 
Let  us  accept  the  challenge  and  go  forth  to 
help  save  the  world  and  make  it  a  better  place 
for  all  mankind. 

Each  month  I  always  speak  with  the  of- 
fice of  the  President  of  Shaw  University  and 
the  Divinity  School. 

All  is  well.  Shaw  is  having  a  great  year, 
and  striving. 

So  let  us  get  behind  our  President  and 
Dean  and  give  one  hundred  percent  support 
for  our  school.  Let  us  rise  to  a  new  height 


Rev.  Norman  T.  Davis 

with  support. 

God  has  blessed  us  as  a  people,  so  let  us 
praise  him  for  His  goodness  and  mercy. 

911  was  a  real  shocker  to  aU,  but  Ufe  goes 
on  and  we  must  get  beyond  September  11, 
2001  and  live  our  lives  for  Christ  as  it  was 
our  last  day.  Christ  is  the  answer  to  all  of 
our  problems.  If  only  we  would  turn  to  him. 

God  Bless  and  God  keep  until  the  next 
time. 


Highlights  of 
SHAW  UNIVERSITY  DIVINITY  SCHOOL 
Annual  Ministers'  Conference  •  March  18-20, 2002 


Monday,  March  18 


8  a.m.Registration 


1  p.m.  Plenary  Session 

2  p.m.  Music  Workshop, 
Dr.  James  Abbington 


Tuesday,  March  19 

6:30  a.m. 

Early  Morning  Prayer 

8  a.m.  Registratoin 

9  a.m.  Lecture 

Dr.  James  Forbes, 
Author 

Preaching  and  the 
Holy  Spirit 


3  p.m.  Worship  Service/ 

Alumnus 
Rev.  Daniel  W.  Lilly 
President,  Alumni  Assoc. 


Wednesday,  March  20th 

6:30  a.m. 

Early  Morning  Prayer 

8  a.m.  Registration 

9  a.m.  Lecture 

Dr.  James  Forbes, 
Author 

Preaching  and  the  Holy  Spirit 


3  p.m.  Worship  Service 
Rev.  Trinette  McCray 

American  Baptist  Convention 

Ecumenical  Holy  Conmiunion 
Dr.  Quincy  Scott  Jr. 


7  p.m.  Worship  Service    7  p.m.  Worship  Service 
Dr.  James  Forbes         Dr.  Gardner  Taylor 

Riverside  Baptist,  NYC 

8:30  p.m.  Late  Night        8:30  RM.  Late  Night  Service 
Service 

EvangeUst  Rev.  George  Jackson 

Shirley  Caesar  Citadel  of  Faith,  Thomasville,  N.C. 

Mt.  Calvary,  Raleigh,  NC 


VACANT  POSITIONS 


WATTS  CHAPEL  MISSIONARY 

3703  Tryon  Road,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27606 
The  Pulpit  Search  Conunittee  of  Watts  Chapel  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Raleigh,  N.C. 
is  searching  for  applicants  for  a  full  time  Senior  Pastor. 
Qualifications 

•  To  provide  leadership  to  the  members  of  the  church  enabling  them  to  focus  on  the  teaching  of 
the  Bible. 

•  To  feed  the  flock  of  God  which  is  among  you,  taking  the  oversight  thereof,  not  by  constraint, 
but  wilUngly  and  of  a  ready  mind;  "Neither  as  being  lords  over  God's  heritage,  but  being  ex- 
amples to  the  flock."  ( I  Peter  5:2,3  KJV) 

•  Must  have  a  minimum  of  five  years  experience  as  a  Senior  Pastor  with  a  large  diverse  congre- 
gation 

•  Must  have  at  least  three  years  of  preaching  experience  at  the  same  church,  having,  experience 
in  preaching  revivals. 

•  Must  be  a  hcensed  and  ordained  minister  with  a  strong  knowledge  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Doctrine,  Church  Policies  and  Church  Practices 

•  Must  have  a  minimum  of  a  Master  of  Divinity  or  working  toward  this  degree  from  an  accred- 
ited college  or  seminary 

•  The  Senior  Pastor  must  have  a  strong  ministry  to  reach  the  unsaved,  by  preaching  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

•  Must  visit  the  sick  members  in  the  hospitals,  rest  homes  and  the  sick  and  shut-ins.  Deliver 
regular  communion  to  these  members  along  with  the  deacons.  Minister  to  bereave  families. 

•  Must  work  with,  support  and  attend  the  Johnston  District  Association  and  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention  Association  programs  on  a  regular  basis  through  this  church  (Watts  Chapel 
Baptist  Church) 

•  Will  have  a  desire  to  plan  and  lead  weekly  Prayer  Meeting  and  Bible  Study 

•  Support  the  church's  financial  program 

•  Moderate  church  conferences 

•  Must  promote  tithing  and  missions 

•  Family  and  Community  oriented 

•  Works  effectively  with  the  total  church,  its  leaders,  administrators  and  counselors 

•  Must  be  able  to  show  love  and  work  with  all  age  groups 

•  Spiritually  mature,  having  a  vision  for  the  church 

All  interested  applicants  should  send  a  resume,  a  copy  of  certificate  of  Ucense  and  ordina- 
tion, a  copy  of  all  Degrees,  three  Business  and  two  personal  references.  (NO  FAMILY  MEM- 
BERS) to: 

Watts  Chapel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Pulpit  Committee 

3703  Tryon  Road.Raleigh,  N.C.  27606 
*NO  TELEPHONE  CALLS  PLEASE* 


UNION  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

110  Lincoln  Ave.,  Lexington,  NC  27292 
Needed:  Minister  of  Music  or  Organist. 
Please  send  resume  to: 

Union  Baptist  Church,  110  Lincoln  Ave,  Lexington,  NC  27292.  Attn:  Rev.  Darrell  L.  Thomas. 
Or  call  336-243-1648  and  leave  your  name  and  number. 


FULL-TIME  MINISTER/COORDINATOR  OF  MUSIC 
UNION  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Durham,  N.C. 

Union  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  a  full-time  Minister/Coordinator  of  Music.  The  principal  func- 
tion for  this  position  is  to  assist  the  pastor  and  congregation  in  planning,  conducting  and  evalu- 
ating a  comprehensive  music  ministry. 
Responsibilities 

•  To  direct  the  planning,  coordinating,  operation  and  evaluation  of  a  comprehensive  music 
ministry 

•  To  chair  the  Music  Conmiittee 

•  To  work  with  the  Music  Committee  in  determining  ministry  goals 

•  To  assist  the  pastor  in  planning  congregational  worship 

•  To  ensure  that  a  musician  is  available  for  all  services 

•  To  schedule  choirs  to  accompany  the  pastor 

•  To  supervise  the  work  of  all  musicians 

•  To  ensure  that  all  musical  instruments  are  maintained  in  good  working  order 

•  To  accompany  the  choirs  as  needed 

•  To  conduct  music  workshops  as  needed 

•  To  recommend  an  annual  music  budget  in  conjunction  with  the  Music  Committee 

•  To  perform  other  duties  as  assigned 
Qualiflcations 

The  applicant  must  be  a  maturing  Christian  with  the  ability  to  play  both  piano  and  organ. 
He  or  she  must  be  able  to  work  with  diverse  groups  and  be  a  team  player.  The  applicant  must 
have  a  degree  in  music  or  a  substantial  background  in  church  music. 
Contact  Information 

Letters  of  interest  should  be  sent  to  the  following  address  on  or  before  March  31,  2002: 
Personnel  Conamittee 
Union  Baptist  Church 

904  North  Roxboro  Street,  Durham,  N.C.  27701  •  (919)  688-1034  •  (919)  688-1389  (FAX) 


MUSICIAN  NEEDED 
GALILEE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

PC.  Box  644,  Oakboro,  NC  28129 
Must  be  a  Christian  available  to  serve  every  Sunday. 
Prepare  Choirs  and  Praise  Team  for  Sunday  morning  worship. 
Rehearse  with  choirs  on  scheduled  times. 

Be  available  to  accompany  Pastor  and  choirs  to  church  functions. 
Direct  congregation  in  congregational  hymns 
Must  be  able  to  play  be  ear  as  well  as  read  music 

To  Apply  Call: 
(704)  532-6813  or  E-mail  to  GalileeNC@aol.com 
Church  is  located  in  Stanly  County  (40  minutes  east  of  Charlotte) 
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Mount  Olive  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  applications  for  pastoral 
vacancy.  Applicants  must  possess  the  following  qualiHcations: 

1.  Must  be  an  experienced,  licensed  and  ordained  missionary  Baptist  minister, 
living  according  1st  Timothy  3;  1-7  and  Titus  1:6-9. 

2.  Must  be  able  to  develop  and  share  a  vision  for  the  future  growth  and  develop- 
ment for  the  church. 

3.  Must  possess  the  abiUty  to  work  with  all  age  groups,  with  particular  emphasis  in 
youth  development  and  with  all  auxiliaries  of  the  church. 

4.  Must  possess  effective  oral  and  written  communication  skills. 

5.  Must  be  community  oriented. 

6.  Must  possess  strong  and  proven  administrative  experience,  with  a  broad  knowl- 
edge of  the  Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies,  and  practices. 

7.  Must  be  able  to  administer  communion,  perform  baptisms,  weddings  and  funer- 
als. 

8.  Must  be  willing  to  work  with  the  New  Bern  Eastern  Missionary  Baptist  Asso- 
ciation. 

9.  Education:  Possess  a  high  school  diploma  (or  equivalent)  preferring  a  degree  or 
courses  in  seminary  training,  and  willing  to  do  further  study. 

Interested  applicants  should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume  of  relevant  experience. 

2.  A  copy  of  certificate  of  hcense  and  ordination. 

3.  One  business  and  two  personal  reference  (no  family  members). 

All  interested  applicants  should  send  resume,  and  copies  of  certificates  to: 
To:  Chairman  Deacon  Mayor  B.  Credle 
For  Mt.  Olive  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
5972  N.C.  Hwy.  304,  Bayboro,  N.C.  28515 


Keaton 

Barrow 

Realty y  Inc. 


Michelle  Barrow 
Broker-In-Charge 
Multi-Million  Dollar  Produce 
Office  (919)  571-9973 
Fax  (919)  571-8549 
Home  (919)  662-7304 
E-Mail:  michelle@keatonbarrowrealty.com 
Web:  keatonbarrowrealty.com 


Homes  from 
$105,000 
•  Choose  13  Lots 
•  Special 
Financing 
•  Low  Down 
Payment 


Homes  from 
$180,000 

•  Choose  13  Lots 
•  Custom-built 

Homes  by 
Approved 
Builders 

•  Basement  Lots 

Available 


Homes  Marketed  by  Keaton  Barrow  Realty  (919)  571-9973 
Developed  by  Shaw  Development  Corp./City  of  Raleigh 
Call  for  Open  House  Dates 


WANTED 

Minister  of  Music  for  a  Missionary  Baptist  Church:  Plan,  coordinate,  operate  and  evaluate  the 
Music  Ministry.  High  school  graduate  with  proven  musical  ability  and/or  college  or  school  of 
music  graduate.  Experience.  Basic  knowledge  and  skills  in  reading,  playing,  conducting,  sing- 
ing, teaching,  and  working  with  groups. 
Salary  negotiable. 

Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Darryl  Canady 

PO  Box  849,  Wilson,  NC  27893 
And/or  call  (252)  243-4496  for  more  information. 


NOTICE 

PASTOR  NEEDED 

at 

Friendship  Baptist  Church 
Whiteville,  NC 

For  Application  Write: 

Pastor  Selection  Committee 

PO  Box  1365,  WhiteviUe,  NC  28472 


The  Elephant  in  the  Courtroom 

An  acfu/t  education  curriculum  explormg 
issues  of  race  and  justice  in  the  state  of 
Nortti  Carolina  and  toucliing  on  themes 
of  community,  forgiveness  and  action. 

Based  on  a  report  by  the  North  gaftf/fW  CWffWfl  ofQhmfm' 
Task  Group  on  Racism  and  Restorative  Justioe.  A  Z  Smith 

Reynolds  Foundation  grant  makes  this  curriculum  avaUat)le 
ires  of<^arge  by  contactfr^  the  Courrdt  at  919^2&-6501. 


ECCLESIASTES  3:4      AND  A  TIME  TO  LAUGH. 


Minister  Alcindor  Hankins 
Gospel  Comedian 
405  Creekbluff  Drive 
Fuquay-Varina,  North  Carolina  27526 
(919)  557-1227 

Psalms  46:10  "Be  Still  and  Know  That  I  am  God' 
"He's  More  God  Than  I  Ever  Need" 


DIABETICS 

With  Medicare  or  Insurance  (No  HMOs) 

Medicare  Pays  For  Diabetic  Testing  Supplies. 
Get  Diabetic  Supplies  Mailed  to  your  Home  With  No 
Shipping  or  Handling  Charges. 

For  additional  information  call:  1-800-337-4144 

Diabetic  National  Services,  Founded  1995 
(Also  Available  —  Male  Potency  Product  —  Not  a  Pill) 
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Galilee  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

PO  Box  644/601  Pine  Street,  Oakboro,  NC  28129 
The  Pastoral  Search  Committee  of  the  Galilee  Baptist  Church  is  currently  accepting  re- 
sumes to  fill  its  Pastoral  vacancy.  The  minimum  qualifications  are  desired  for  consideration: 

•  ordained  Baptist  minister 

•  be  able  to  work  well  with  church,  promoting  Church  agenda 

•  teach  and  preach  competently 

•  possess  high  spiritual,  moral  and  ethical  integrity 

•  possess  strong  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures 

•  visit  sick  and  be  active  in  community 

•  active  in  Zion  Association 

•  seminary  training  preferred  and  willing  to  advance  studies 

•  attend  church  ministry  functions 

•  coordinate  and  develop  ministries  to  accommodate  growing  church 

We  have  church  services  every  Sunday  (including  5th).  We  are  looking  for  a  pastor,  not 
someone  who  only  desires  to  preach.  In  interested  please  send  resumes  to:  Deacon  James 
Ashcraft,  PO  Box  644,  Oakboro,  NC  28 1 29. 


The  Greater  Fellowship  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  estabUshed  in  1993  with  200  members, 
is  seeking  a  licensed,  ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Senior  Pastor  with  2-4  years  Seminary  train- 
ing and  college  graduate.  Pastor  to  serve  as  an  effective  spiritual  leader,  teacher  and  administra- 
tor with  the  following  qualifications: 

•  Must  possess  good  oral  and  written  conununication  skills  and  have  the  ability  to  communicate 
with  all  age  groups. 

•  Must  have  a  broad  knowledge  of  the  Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies  and  procedures. 

•  Must  possess  strong  administrative,  organizational  and  leadership  skills. 

•  Must  possess  strong  moral  values. 

•  Must  be  community  oriented. 

Interested  applicants  should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume  of  relevant  experience 

2.  A  copy  of  college  degree,  certificate  of  license  and  ordination 

3.  Name,  address,  and  telephone  number  of  (1)  business  and  (3)  personal  references  —  exclud- 
ing relatives. 

Please  mail  all  requested  information  for  review  to: 
do  Pulpit  Committee 

P.O.  Box  241231,  Charlotte,  NC  28224-1231 


Chinquapin  Grove  Baptist  Church  is  accepting  resumes  for  its  vacant  pulpit.  Qualifica- 
tions include  but  are  not  limited  to  the  following: 

1.  Called  by  God. 

2.  Preaches,  teaches,  and  lives  according  to  the  New  Testament. 

3.  Adheres  to  the  tends  of  the  missionary  Baptist  Church. 

4.  Is  able  to  work  cooperatively  with  church  officers  and  members. 

5.  Has  a  plan  for  the  spiritual  and  physical  growth  of  the  church. 

6.  Lives  within  a  reasonable  distance  from  the  church. 

Chinquapin  Grove  Baptist  Church  is  a  small  rural  church  that  has  services  every  Sunday. 
We  seek  a  sincere,  dedicated,  humble,  honest  Christian  minister  as  our  shepherd.  Please  send 
your  resume  to  the  following  address: 
Mr.  Richard  Moore,  Chairman 
The  Pulpit  Committee 

Chinquapin  Grove  Baptist  Church  ,  4462  North  Carolina  Hwy.  801  North 
Mocksville,  North  Carolina  27028  •  Telephone:  (336)  998-3362 


FIRST  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

First  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  currently  seeking  a  Pastor  and  is  accepting  resumes 
from  interested  hcensed,  ordained  Baptist  Ministers.  Applicants  must  possess  the  following 
quahfications. 

1 .  Spiritual  maturity 

2.  A  degree  from  an  accredited  college  and  seminary 

3.  Administrative  and  leadership  skills  , 

4.  Community  oriented 

5.  Must  be  able  to  work  with  all  age  groups  with  particular  emphasis  on  the  youth 

6.  Strong  knowledge  of  the  Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies  and  procedures 

7.  Good  oral  and  written  communications  skills  and  ability  to  communicate  with  all  age  groups 

8.  A  minimum  of  5  years  experience  as  senior  pastor,  but  will  consider  years  of  experience  as 
an  associate  pastor 

9.  Must  be  willing  to  attend  Sunday  School. 
Responsibilities  include: 

Plan  and  implementation  of  innovative  religious  programs,  activities  and  projects  de- 
signed to  promote  the  church's  progression  and  encourage  active  participation. 
Please  send  resumes  to: 
Tanya  M.  Autry,  Chair 

The  Pastoral  Search  Committee,  First  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
103  Church  StreeT,  Thomasville,  North  Carolina  27360 


ECONOMIC  EMPOWERMENT 


GATEWAY 

COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 
CREDIT  UNION 

''Building  A  Spirit  of  Community'' 

Announces  3  Months 
Enrollment  Drive 
Join  Now! 
Churches,  Associations, 
invited  to  become 
members. 
Open  your 
accounts  NOW! 


GATEWAY:  THE  CREDIT  UNION  WITH 
YOU  IN  MIND 

Serving  Warren,  Vance,  Person  and  Franklin  counties.  Gate- 
way Credit  Union  is  doing  its  best  to  provide  its  members 
and  surrounding  community  with  the  highest  quality  ser- 
vice. Gateway  has  been  dedicated  to  serving  its  commu- 
nity for  a  number  of  years.  By  offering  services  designed 
with  accessibility,  courtesy  and  practical  means  in  mind, 
GCDCU  offers  its  members  satisfaction,  understanding  and 
dependability. 

THE  GATEWAY  ADVANTAGE 
GATEWAY  began  serving  the  members  of  Vance,  Person, 
Warren  and  Franklin  counties  in  1994.  As  a  Community 
Development  Credit  Union,  GATEWAY  continues  to  pro- 


mote community,  self  sufficiency,  and  good  money  man- 
agement. And  in  the  new  millennium.  Gateway  will  re- 
main committed  to  "Building  A  Spirit  of  Community. " 

OPENING  DOORS  AND 
HELPING  THE  COMMUNITY 

OUR  MISSION 

Gateway's  mission  is  to  promote  thrift  among  its  members 
by  affording  them  an  opportunity  to  accumulate  their  sav- 
ings, and  to  create  for  them  a  source  of  credit  at  a  fair  and 
reasonable  rate  of  interest,  and  to  provide  for  its  members 
an  opportunity  to  use  and  control  their  own  money  to  im- 
prove their  economic  and  social  condition. 

CREDIT  UNION  MEMBER  SERVICES 

In  its  few  years  of  existence.  Gateway  has  gained  a  com- 
mitted and  growing  membership  base.  Currently  serving  a 
thousand  plus  members  each  day.  Gateway  offers  services 
designed  to  enhance  the  member's  experience.  By  offer- 
ing quality  services,  the  door  to  success  has  been  opened 
for  many  of  the  credit  union's  members.  Take  a  moment  to 
see  what  we  have  to  offer. 

Loan  Programs 

•  Automobile 

•  Share  Secured 

•  Signature 

•  Home  Improvement 

•  Education 

Deposit  Accounts 

•  Share  (savings) 

•  Share  Certificates 

•  Christmas  Club 
•ATM 

Youth  Credit  Union 

•  Monthly  meetings 

•  Share  accounts  (savings) 

•  Annual  Trips 

•  Leadership  Skills 

Other  Services  Include: 

Mortgage  Referral  Partnership 
Pre-qualification  for  ...  church  loans 


MEMBER  APPLICATION 


Member:  

Account  #._ 
Address: 


City /State/Zip 


Home  Phone: , 
Work  Phone:  _ 
Employment: . 
SSN/TN: 


Driver's  License: 
Date  of  Birth: 


Mother's  Maiden  Name:. 


Eligibility  for  Membership: 


ACCOUNT  TYPE 
G  Share  (savings) 
□  Share  Certificates 
G  Christmas  Club 
G  Loan 

n  ACH,  Direct  Deposit 
G  PayroU  Deduction 
G  Other 

Your  Account  is .... 

Special  Recognition  for  New  Participating  Groups 
and  Organizations 
For  More  Information 
Gateway's  staff  is  dedicated  to  providing  you  with  the 
best  service  possible.  To  inquire  about  becoming  a 
member  of  our  community  development  credit  union, 
please  contact: 

Operations  Manager:  Thomas  Spence 
at  Gateway  Credit  Union 

314  South  Gamett  Street 
Gateway  Building,  Suite  10 
Henderson,  N.C.  27536 
Business  (252)  492-5854  or  Fax  (252)  492-7832 
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EMMANUEL  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

Seeking  Full-time  Christian  Minister  of  Music,  Loyal  and  Committed  to  God's  program. 
Must  possess  people  skills,  be  trained  as  a  Musician,  Conductor  and  Choir  Director. 
Salary:  Commensurate  with  training  and  experience. 
Interested  persons  may  send  resume/portfoUo  to: 

Attention:  Trustees 
Emmanuel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
9 1 3  N.  ffighland  Street,  Gastonia,  NC  28052 


Notice:  Pastor  needed  at  Star  of  Zion  Church,  New  Bern,  N.C.  28562. 

Submit  application  to: 
Pastor  Selection  Committee 
2101  Chestnut  Ave.,  New  Bern,  N.C.  28562 


The  Center  Baptist  Church  in  Gastonia,  NC  is  currently  seeking  a  "Minister  of  Music"  who 
is  able  to  work  well  with  a  diverse  group  of  singers  including  youth.  Must  be  able  to  play  key- 
board, piano,  and  organ.  Must  be  dependable  and  have  good  moral  character.  Salary  is  commen- 
surate with  training  and  experience.  Please  send  cover  letter  and  resume  to  Center  Baptist  Church, 
Attention:  Personnel  Committee,  POB  550064,  Gastonia,  NC  28055  or  fax  cover  letter  and 
resume  to  Personnel  Committee  at  704-824-7683. 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  WANTED 

Wake  Forest  congregation  seeks  Minister  of  Music.  Duties  to  include  working  directly  with 
the  Pastor  in  order  to  assist  and  cooperate  with  him  in  Christian  Worship;  playing  during  Sunday 
morning  worship  service;  rehearsing  with  various  choirs  one  night  per  week;  and  accompanying 
the  Pastor  on  engagements  to  other  churches.  Please  forward  a  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 
Evans  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church  •  12700  Creedmoor  Road,  Highway  50 
Wake  Forest,  NC  27587  •  (919)  870-8874 


CEDAR  GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
14600  RaUroad  St.,  Gibson,  NC  28343 
CHURCH  MUSICIAN 

The  Cedar  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Gibson,  N.C,  is  seeking  a  person  to 
serve  as  Church  Musician. 

Qualifications:  Should  be  a  Christian  who  lives  and  acts  responsibly  and  has  a  good  character 
and  reputation. 
Musician  requirements: 

*Be  able  to  play  a  piano,  keyboard,  organ  and  be  able  to  work  well  with  a  diverse  range  of 

singers  with  directions  for  musical  selections. 

*Be  available  for  necessary  rehearsals  and  Sunday  Worship  Services. 

*Be  available  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choirs  to  all  church  functions  when  requested. 

Salary  negotiable.  Please  send  resume  to  Cedar  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church  at  the  above 

address. 


CHURCH  MUSICIAN 

The  New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  Gates,  N.C,  is  seeking  a  person  to  serve  as  Church 
Musician. 

REQUIREMENTS: 

1 .  Able  to  play  organ  and/or  organ. 

2.  Able  to  play  diverse  music. 

3.  Able  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choir  to  church  engagements  if  possible. 
SALARY  NEGOTUBLE: 

Send  resume  to: 

New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  PC  Box  91,  Gatesville,  NC  27938 
Attn:  Fannie  M.  Spivey,  Secretary 

Inquiries  may  be  made  by  calling  (252)  357-1061  after  4:30  p.m. 


CHURCH  MUSICIAN 

Mount  Olive  Baptist  Church  of  Lewiston  is  seeking  a  musician  for  a  station  church,  a 
Christian  who  is  responsible,  has  good  character  and  a  good  reputation. 
Requirements: 

*Plays  the  organ  and  piano  *Able  to  work  with  a  diverse  group  of  singers 
♦Experienced  in  all  sacred  music  *Reads  music  and  is  versatile  in  playing  by  ear 
Send  resumes  or  responses  to:  Mount  Olive  Baptist  Church 
PO  Box  214,  Lewiston- WoodviUe,  NC  27849  •  Attention:  William  W.  Peele  Jr. 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 

St.  John  Baptist  Church,  8910  Old  Annapolis  Road 
Columbia,  Maryland  21045  •  410-992-6977 
Overall  Duty:  To  assist  the  Pastor  in  shaping,  defining,  and  effectuating  the  musical  elements  of 
the  worship  experience. 
I.  MINIMUM  QUALIHCATION: 

A.  Bachelor's  degree  in  music,  or  at  least  5  years  of  experience  as... 

B.  At  least  3  years  of  experience  as  accomphsh/director  for  choral  group(s) 

C.  Proficiency  in  playing  piano  and  organ 

D.  At  least  3  church-related  references 
n.  OTHER  QUALinCATIONS 

A.  Personal  faith  in  Jesus  Christ... 

B.  Background  (via  education  experience)  in  sacred  music,  including  hymns,  spirituals,  tradi- 
tional and  contemporary  gospel,  and  praise  songs. 

C.  Ability  to  relate  well  with  directors  and  members  of  church  choirs. 

D.  Efficient  administrative  skills  to  ensure  timely  and  effective  communication  with  all  elements 
of  the  musical  worship  experience. 

E.  Ability  to  teach,  direct,  compose  and  play  (by  written  notes  or  by  ear)  the  various  forms  of  sacred  music. 

F.  Ability  to  recognize  and  respond  with  appropriate  music  to  the  spiritual  moods  of  the  service. 

G.  Excellent  interpersonal  and  conflict  resolution  skills.  


ST.  FRANCIS  BAPTIST  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

is  looking  for  a  Pastor 

This  person  should  be: 

I.  Missionary  Baptist 

II.  Have  good  organizational  and  leadership  skills 
ni.  Commuting  Distance 

IV.  Family  Oriented 

V.  Experience  Preferred 

Interested  parties  should  send  resume  to:  c/o  Pulpit  Committee 
St.  Francis  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  RO.  Box  736,  Windsor,  NC  27983. 


Happy  Easter! 


PULPIT  VACANCY 
FIRST  CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

240  Fields  Drive 
Sanford,  NC  27330 

The  Pastor  Search  Committee  of  First  Calvary  Baptist  Church  is  accepting  resumes  for 
a  full-time  pastor.  First  Calvary  Baptist  Church  is  a  community-oriented  church  with  a  rich 
history  of  spiritual  leadership  in  the  Sanford/Lee  County  area.  First  Calvary  has  been  under 
the  leadership  of  the  retiring  pastor  for  over  37  years.  The  ideal  candidate  must  be  able  to 
work  closely  with  the  Deacon  Board  and  Trustee  Board  when  addressing  issues  that  affect 
the  congregation  and  church  viability. 

Major  responsibilities  and  duties  to  include  the  following:  plan  and  lead  worship  ser- 
vice, provide  administrative  leadership  to  the  church  staff,  provide  spiritual  leadership  to  the 
congregation,  counsel  church  members  during  time  of  personal  problems,  implement  reli- 
gious programs  for  our  youth,  visit  the  sick  and  shut-in  at  home  and  in  the  hospital,  and 
preside  at  funerals  and  weddings. 

Minimum  qualifications  and  experience:  must  be  bom  again  Christian  individual,  li- 
censed and  ordained  Baptist  Minister  with  a  BS/B A  Degree  in  a  relevant  field  and  preferably 
a  Theological  Degree  from  an  accredited  college  or  university,  five  years  experience  serving 
as  Pastor  or  Assistant  Pastor  of  a  Baptist  Church,  must  possess  excellent  oral  and  written 
communication  skills  and  have  the  ability  to  lead  a  diverse  group  of  people. 

Salary:  coimnensurate  with  qualifications  and  experience;  we  offer  an  excellent  fringe 
benefits  package  to  include  housing  and  utilities  at  the  Church  Parsonage,  medical  insurance 
and  retirement  plan.  Interested  candidates  should  forward  resume  with  cover  letter,  and  sal- 
ary history  to: 

First  Calvary  Baptist  Church 
Pastor  Search  Committee 
240  Fields  Drive 
Sanford,  NC  27330 

All  resumes  must  be  postmarked  by  March  31, 2002.  No  telephone  calls  please. 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Third  and  Mulbury  Street,  Weldon,  North  Carolina  27890 
The  Pulpit  Committee  of  First  Baptist  Church  is  accepting  resumes  for  the  position  of 
Pastor  Mail  resumes  to: 

Deacon  Stanley  Edwards,  908  Country  Club  Rd.,  Weldon,  NC  27890 
Applicants  must  have  the  following  qualifications: 

•  Bom  again  Christian 

•  Must  be  able  to  preach  and  teach  God's  Word 

•  Preach  quality  sermons 

•Possess  strong  knowledge  of  Baptist  doctrines,  policies  and  practices 

•  Able  to  lead  and  communicate  with  all  age  groups 

•  Able  to  work  effectively  with  church  boards  and  committees 

•  Some  college  and  seminary  training  preferred 


Pulpit  Vacancy 

The  pulpit  committee  of  Olive  Branch  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  accepting  resumes  for 
the  position  of  pastor.  AppUcants  should  possess  the  following  qualifications: 

Must  be  a  bom-again,  spirit-filled,  ordained  and  divinely  caUed  minister  with  strong  family 
and  community  values. 

Must  be  a  licensed  Missionary  Baptist  minister. 

Must  be  able  to  preach  and  teach  Bible  study. 

Must  have  a  broad  knowledge  of  the  Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies  and  procedures. 
Must  have  experience  as  a  senior  or  associate  pastor 

Must  be  able  to  administer  communion,  perform  baptisms,  weddings  and  funerals. 
Must  possess  strong  and  proven  administrative  skill  and  experience. 
Must  possess  good  oral  and  written  communication  skiUs  and  have  the  ability  to  communi- 
cate with  all  age  groups. 

Must  be  a  just  and  fair  individual  and  possess  tact. 

College  degree  is  preferred  but  will  consider  any  combination  of  education  and  pastorate 
experience. 

Responsibilities  will  be  in  accordance  with  the  bylaws  of  the  church. 

Resumes  should  be  sent  to: 

The  Pulpit  Committee 

Brother  Elonza  Joyner,  Chair 

106  Graves  Avenue 

Elizabeth  City,  N.C.  27909 

elonzajoyner@hotmail.com 


The  Love  of  God  can  make  your  world  go  *  round! 
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GREATER  LOVELY  fflLL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

The  Pulpit  Search  Committee  of  the  Greater  Lovely  Hill  Baptist  Church,  located  in  Warren 
County,  N.C.  is  searching  for  applicants  for  its  pastoral  vacancy.  Currently  the  Greater  Lovely 
Hill  Baptist  Church  has  regular  worship  services  twice  monthly,  on  the  first  and  third  Sunday. 
Qualifications: 

1 .  Must  be  an  experienced  licensed  ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Minister  living  according  to 
First  Timothy  3:1-7  and  Titus  1:6-9. 

2.  The  applicants  should  have  a  vision  for  the  church. 

3.  Must  possess  the  ability  to  work  with  all  age  groups,  with  particular  emphasis  in  youth 
development  and  conmiunity  outreach,  and  with  all  auxiliaries  of  the  church. 

4.  Must  possess  effective  oral  and  written  communication  skills. 

5.  Must  be  community  oriented. 

6.  Must  possess  strong  and  proven  administration  experience  with  a  broad  knowledge  of 
Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies  and  practices. 

E^cation: 

Must  possess  a  high  school  diploma  (or  equivalent)  preferring  a  degree  or  courses  in  Semi- 
nary Training  from  an  accredited  college  or  university. 
Interested  applicants  should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume  of  relevant  experience. 

2.  A  copy  of  the  certificate  of  license  and  ordination. 

Send  resumes  to:  Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Branch,  PO  Box  52,  Warrenton,  NC  27589 


ANTIOCH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  GOLDSBORO,  N.C,  INC. 

601  West  Elm  Street,  Goldsboro,  NC  27530  •  (919)  735-2176 
The  Antioch  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  with  a  membership  of  approximately  200  mem- 
bers, is  seeking  a  full-time  pastor. 
MAJOR  DUTIES  AND  RESPONSIBILITIES 

1.  Plan  and  lead  worship  that  is  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  the  congregation 

2.  Attend  to  the  spiritual  development  of  the  congregation 

3.  Provide  administrative  leadership  to  the  congregation,  secretarial  and  pulpit  staff 

4.  Council  members  having  personal,  family  and/or  work  related  problems 

5.  Support  religious  programs  for  children,  youth  and  adult. 

6.  Develop  and  instruct  weekly  Bible  Study  Classes  and  directing  the  Bible  Study  and  Sunday 
School  Staffs 

7.  Support  the  church's  financial  program 

8.  Involve  the  congregation  in  the  existing  church  programs  and  ministries. 

9.  Meet  regularly  with  the  chairperson  of  the  Deacon,  Deaconess,  Trustee  Board  and  other  Aux- 
iharies  of  the  church 

10.  Visit  the  sick,  shut  in  and  bereaved  in  the  hospital  and  at  home 

1 1 .  Preside  at  funerals  and  weddings  unless  the  families  have  someone  else  of  their  own  choosing 

12.  Support  the  World  Mission  of  the  church 

13.  Share  in  the  civic  leadership  of  the  community 
QUALIFICATIONS-EDUCATION  AND  EXPERIENCE 

SAVED  AND  FILLED  WITH  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  and  able  to  proclaim  the  unadulter- 
ated word  of  God  that  will  lead  people  to  Christ.  Degree  in  Theology/Religion  preferred.  Or- 
dained and  at  least  five  (5)  years  experience  as  a  pastor  of  a  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

Interested  candidates  should  send  a  resume  with  a  cover  letter  to: 
Pulpit  Gommittee,  c/o  Kirby  L.  Hamilton,  Chairman 
Antioch  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Goldsboro,  Inc., 
601  West  Elm  Street,  Goldsboro,  NC  27530 

P.S.  Please  include  a  copy  of  your  credentials  (Ordination  Certificate  and  License) 


POSITION:  SENIOR  PASTOR/FULL-TIME 
START  DATE:  IMMEDIATE 

The  Ebenezer  Baptist  Church  search  committee  is  hereby  accepting  re- 
sumes for  the  position  of  Senior  Pastor.  The  candidate  must  be  a  hcensed/ 
ordained  Baptist  Minister. 

We  respectfully  request  that  you  only  apply  if  you  are  sincerely  inter- 
ested and  meet  all  qualifications. 
Requirements/Qualifications : 

1.  Must  be  called  by  God,  bom  again  and  filled  with  the  holy  spirit  to 
preach  and  teach  the  word  of  God. 

2.  Ordained  Minister  with  preferred  pastoral  experience  of  3-5  years 
with  a  minimum  of  a  bachelors  degree  in  theology  from  a  School  of  Divin- 
ity. Furnished  copy  of  license  and  ordination  certificate. 

3.  Possess  a  strong  knowledge  of  the  Baptist  doctrines,  policies,  and 
practices.  (The  Covenant  and  Code  of  Ethics) 

4.  Possess  good  moral  and  ethical  conduct  according  to  1  Timothy  3:1- 
13  and  Titus  1 :7-9  and  abstain  from  such  activities  and  inclinations  as  those 
cited  in  Romans  1:26-27. 

5.  Be  an  effective  leader,  conmiunicator,  administrator,  and  counselor 
with  good  interpersonal  skills. 

6.  Must  have  skills  required  to  work  with  all  age  groups  with  an  empha- 
sis on  spiritual  growth  and  development. 

7.  Have  skills  required  for  planning  and  implementing  a  vision  for  both 
spiritual  and  physical  growth  of  the  Church. 

8.  Must  work  effectively  with  boards,  auxiliaries,  and  conmiittees. 
The  Corunittee  will  provide  each  candidate  with  an  information  packet.  All 
correspondence  must  be  addressed  as  follows: 

Ebenezer  Baptist  Church 

Attn:  Deacon  Milton  Buxton/Confidential 

RO.  Box  248 

Newburgh,  NY  12551-0248 


PENN  AVENUE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

225  West  McClanahan  Street,  Oxford,  N.C.  27565 

Rev.  Willie  S.  Darby,  Pastor 
(919)  693-5396  •  (919)  693-1015,  Pastor's  Office 
The  Penn  Avenue  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Oxford,  N.C.  is  currently  seeking  a 
MINISTER  OF  MUSIC. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

*Must  be  a  bom  again  Christian. 

*Must  be  able  to  play  the  piano,  keyboard  and/or  organ. 

*Must  be  able  to  read  music  and  is  versatile  in  playing  by  ear. 

*Must  be  able  to  work  well  with  a  diverse  range  of  singers  and  age  groups. 

*Must  be  able  to  teach  and  direct  hymns,  anthems,  spirituals,  gospels  and  other  sacred  music. 

*Must  be  able  to  rehearse  choirs  at  a  scheduled  time  unless  otherwise  notified. 

*Must  be  available  for  Sunday  morning  worship  services. 

*Must  be  available  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choirs  when  requested  or  provide  a  qualified 
substitute. 

*Must  be  able  to  assist  in  the  selection  of  appropriate  songs  for  worship  and  services. 

*  Will  be  responsible  with  the  pastor's  approval  in  hiring  other  musicians  if  deemed  necessary. 

Salary:  Negotiable 

Penn  Avenue  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  a  warm,  spirited-filled  church  that  has  worship  services  52 
Sundays  a  year  and  at  present  there  is  one  musician  available  for  2nd  Sunday  worship  services.  Service 
begins  each  Sunday  at  1 1  am.  with  the  exception  of  5th  Sunday  services  which  begin  at  10  a.ni. 
Please  send  resume  to  the  above  listed  address  or  inquiries  may  be  made  by  calling  one  of  the  above  listed 
numbers. 


FRIENDSHIP  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

715  West  WilUs  Ave.,  High  Point,  NC  27260 
CHURCH  MUSICIAN 
The  Friendship  Missionary  Baptist  Church  are  accepting  resumes  for  a  Church  Musician. 
Qualifications: 

Should  be  a  Christian  who  lives  and  acts  responsibly  and  has  a  good  character  and  reputation. 
Musician  requirements: 

•  Be  able  to  play  a  piano,  keyboard,  organ  and  be  able  to  work  well  with  a  diverse  range  of 
singers  with  directions  for  musical  selections. 

8  Must  have  experience  in  church  music  (anthems,  hymns,  spirituals,  praise  and  worship, 
etc.)  of  gospel  traditional  and  contemporary. 

•  Be  available  for  necessary  rehearsals  and  Sunday  Worship  Services. 

•  Be  available  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choirs  to  all  church  functions  when  requested. 
Salary  negotiable: 

Please  send  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 
Friendship  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Attn:  James  W.  Flake,  Pastor,  909  Barbee  Avenue 


NEEDED  —  PASTOR 

The  Mt.  Carmel  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Elizabeth  City,  North  Carolina  announces 
a  pastoral  vacancy  and  is  accepting  resumes  from  ordained  Baptist  Ministers  with  strong 
Baptist  roots. 

We  prefer  that  the  pastoral  candidates  possess  the  following  qualifications: 

a.  Bom  Again  Christian,  spirit  filled,  and  divinely  called  minister  with  strong  family  and 
community  values 

b.  Must  be  a  Missionary  Baptist 

c.  Knowledge  of  Baptist  Doctrine,  church  policies  and  procedures 

d.  Seminary  Training  preferred 

e.  Ability  to  Teach  Bible  Study 

f.  Responsibilities  will  be  in  accordance  with  the  bylaws  of  the  church 
Salary:  Negotiable 

Send  information  to: 

Mt.  Carmel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

Pulpit  Committee 

PO.  Box  1421,  Ehzabeth  City,  NC  27906-1421 


AREA  CHURCHES 

A  NEW  monthly  publication 
is  now  available ... 


...For  Churches 
Send  in  your  church 
announcements  one  month 
in  advance  to  let  others 
know  about  your  events. 
This  is  a  FREE  service 
for  all  churches. 


...For  the  public 
There  is  a  way  of 
knowing  what's  going  on 
at  other  churches  up  to  six 
weeks  ahead  of  time. 


For  more  information  write: 


ESTES  PUBLISHING  CO, 

PO  Box  65,  Butner,  NC  27509 
or  call:  919-575-6777 
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MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  WANTED 

Wake  Forest  Congregation  seeks  Minister  of  Music.  Duties  to  include  working  directly 
with  the  Pastor  in  order  to  assist  and  cooperate  with  him  in  Christian  Worship;  playing  during 
Sunday  morning  worship  service;  rehearsing  with  various  choirs  one  night  per  week;  and  ac- 
companying the  Pastor  on  engagements  to  other  churches.  Please  forward  a  cover  letter  and 
resume  to: 

Evans  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  12700  Creedmoor  Road,  Highway  50 
Wake  Forest,  NC  27587  •  (919)  870-8874 


NEED  A  FILL-IN  OR  AN  INTERIM  PASTOR? 

Qualified,  Experienced,  Healthy  and  available  for  service.  Call  or  write: 
REV.  MELVIN  W.  GATTIS 

3907  Bivins  Road 
Hillsborough,  NC  27278 

Phone:  (919)  479-0982 


ZION  BAPTIST  CHURCH  SEEKS  PASTOR 

On  April  20,  2000,  Rev.  Curtis  E.  Bender,  pastor  of  Zion  Baptist  Church  in  Omaha,  Ne- 
braska, tendered  his  resignation.  He  has  blessed  Zion  and  the  Omaha  community  with  his 
leadership  for  more  than  20  years.  Although  we  will  miss  our  Pastor,  we  humbly  submit  to  the 
Will  of  God.  Consequently,  the  recently  formed  Zion  Baptist  Church  Pulpit  Search  Committee 
would  like  to  solicit  your  help  in  this  search.  Please  notify  the  members  of  your  District/ 
Convention  that  the  Zion  Baptist  Church  pulpit  is  vacant  and  that  we  have  begun  accepting 
applications  for  Pastor.  Among  other  things,  we  require  apphcants  who: 

•  Are  Called  by  God.  (1  Timothy  3;  1-7) 

•  Are  Graduates  of  an  accredited  and  respected  seminary. 

•  Have  had  a  minimum  of  10  years  as  pastor  of  a  large  Black  Baptist  Church.  (500  or  more 
members). 

•  Are  members  in  good  standing  and  with  a  track  record  of  membership  in  the  National  Baptist 
Convention  U.S.A.,  Inc. 

•  Have  proven  leadership  and  training  skills. 

Interested  candidates  are  asked  to  request  in  writing  applications  from: 

Zion  Baptist  Church 
Pulpit  Search  Committee 
2215  Grant  Street,  Omaha,  Nebraska  68110 
Please  pray  for  our  effort  and  thank  you  for  your  help  in  this  notification. 
Yours  in  Christ,  Dea.  Jesse  Sharpe,  Committee  Chairman,  Sis.  Jacqueline  C.  Hart,  Church  Clerk 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  VACANCY 
SPRING  GREEN  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
PO  Box  924,  Warrenton,  NC  27589 
Rev.  Dennis  G.  Lindsay,  Pastor 

The  Spring  Green  Missionary  Baptist  Church  seeks  a  Minister  of  Music  to  provide  musical 
direction  and  accompaniment  for  4  choirs  in  the  church.  This  person  will  work  closely  with  the 
Pastor  to  provide  spiritual  leadership  in  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ  through  music,  i.e.  hymns, 
spiritual  songs,  and  praise  and  worship  music  that  glorifies  God. 

We  are  excepting  resumes  from  candidates  with  the  following  qualifications: 

1.  Bom-again  Christian,  Spirit-filled,  and  divinely  gifted  in  music  ministry. 

2.  Willingness  to  spiritually  align  the  music  ministry  with  Pastoral  vision. 

3.  Able  to  play  the  piano,  keyboard  and/or  organ;  able  to  read  music  and  versatile. 

4.  Able  to  prepare  choirs  for  Sunday  morning  worship  services  and  other  services. 

5.  Able  to  teach,  as  well  as  direct  choirs,  with  humility  and  love. 

6.  Able  to  rehearse  with  all  choirs  on  schedule,  and  available  for  all  Sunday  services 

7.  Able  to  accompany  Pastor  and  choirs  to  other  services  as  required  (or  ensure  qualified 
substitute  is  available). 

8.  Able  to  select  appropriate  hymns  and  songs  for  worship  service. 

Please  submit  resumes  to  the  address  above.  Any  inquiries,  please  contact  Pastor  Lindsay 
at  (919)  361-3003. 


MOUNT  PLEASANT  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

PO  Box  115 
Harrellsville,  NC  27942 
The  Pulpit  Search  Committee  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  Missionary  Baptist  Church  located  in 
Hertford  County,  NC  is  accepting  resumes  for  the  position  of  pastor.  Our  worship  services  are 
each  Sunday  of  the  month. 
Qualifications: 

•  Must  be  a  bom  again  Christian 

•  Must  be  a  licensed  and  ordained  Baptist  Minister 

•  Must  have  at  least  5  or  more  years  of  experience  as  Pastor/Assistant  Pastor 

•  Must  have  a  knowledge  of  Biblical  Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Scriptures 

•  Must  have  a  vision  for  the  church 

•  Should  possess  administrative  skills 

•  Must  have  at  least  a  High  School  education  and  Bible  training 

•  Must  be  able  to  teach  as  well  as  preach 

•  Must  be  able  to  serve  every  Sunday 

All  interested  applicants  should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume  of  relevant  experience. 

2.  A  copy  of  certificate  of  license  and  ordination. 

3.  Two  letters  of  reference.  Please  do  not  use  a  relative. 
Send  information  to: 

Mt.  Pleasant  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Pastoral  Search  Committee 
Attn:  Deacon  Eugene  White 
815  Swains  Mill  Rd. 
Harrellsville,  NC  27942 


CHURCH  MUSICIAN 

First  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Clinton  is  seeking  a  person  to  serve  as  musician.  The  responsibili- 
ties include  playing  for  the  Adult  Choir  on  the  First  Sunday,  and  accompanying  the  other  choirs  on  the 
remaining  Sundays. 

Qualifications: 

Should  be  able  to  play  the  piano  and  the  organ,  and  be  able  to  work  well  with  diverse  groups  of  singers. 
Experience  in  sacred  music  is  a  must  as  well  as  the  ability  to  read  music  and  play  by  ear. 
The  musician  is  also  expected  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choirs  to  outside  fiinctions  when  necessary. 
Interested  persons  may  send  resume  to:  First  Baptist  Church,  900  College  St.,  Clinton,  N.C.  28328. 


MUSICIAN  WANTED 
Metropolitan  Baptist  Church 
Rocky  Mount,  NC 

Progressive  church  music  department  looking  for  Director  of  Music  to  provide  leadership 
for  growth  spiritually  and  musically.  Must  have  experience  in  church  music  (anthems,  hymns, 
spuituals,  etc.)  or  equivalent.  Able  to  lead  music  and  direct/accompany.  Available  on  1st,  3rd 
and  5th  Sundays.  On  call  as  needed. 
To  apply  call: 

Metropolitan  Baptist  Church 
Rocky  Mount,  NC 
252-442-4623 


POSITION: 

Interim  Pastor  to  provide  pastoral  leadership  and  duties  to  a  congregation  of  400  active 
members  located  in  the  North  Philadelphia  area  of  the  city. 

ORGANIZATION: 

Miller  Memorial  Baptist  Church 
1518  North  22nd  Street,  Philadelphia,  PA  19121 
DESCRIPTION 

The  Miller  Memorial  Baptist  Church  is  currently  seeking  an  individual  to  perform  in  the 
capacity  of  INTERIM  PASTOR.  This  position  is  not  intended  or  expected  to  lead  to  the  role 
of  permanent  pastor.  This  role  requires  you  to  focus  on  the  pastoral  task  in  the  congregation 
during  the  interim  period  to  help  free  the  leaders  of  the  congregation  to  focus  on  seeking  a  new 
pastor.  You  will  provide  leadership  and  stability  in  a  positive  manner  during  this  transitional 
period  of  our  church.  The  ability  to  settle  issues  and  migrate  the  congregation  from  the  former 
pastor  to  the  new  pastor,  is  critical.  You  will  be  working  closely  with  the  chairpersons  of  the 
Deacon  Board  and  Trustee  Board  when  addressing  issues  that  effect  the  congregation  at  large. 
While  the  duration  of  this  position  is  unknown  as  this  time,  you  must  be  available  for  any 
period  from  two  months  to  two  years  if  needed. 
Major  Duties  and  ResponsibiUties: 

•  Plan  and  lead  worship  that  is  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  the  congregation 

•  Attend  to  the  spiritual  development  of  the  congregation 

•  Provide  administrative  leadership  to  the  congregation,  secretarial,  and  pulpit  staff 

•  Counsel  members  having  personal,  family  and/or  work  related  problems 

•  Support  and/or  lead  reUgious  programs  for  children,  youth  and  adults 

•  Develop  and  instruct  weekly  bible  study  classes 

•  Actively  and  visibly  support  the  church's  financial  program  * 

•  Directly  involve  the  congregation  in  the  planning  and  leadership  of  existing  church  progrcims 
and  ministries 

•  Meet  regularly  with  the  chairpersons  of  the  Deacon,  Deaconess  and  Trustee  Boards  for  plan- 
ning and  direction 

•  Work  closely  with  the  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School 

•  Visit  the  sick,  shut  in  and  bereaved  in  the  hospital  and  at  home 

•  Preside  at  funerals  and  weddings 

•  Support  the  world  mission  of  the  church 

•  Participate  in  local  community  activities,  issues  and  problems 

•  Present  social  issues  before  members 
QUALIFICATIONS  -  EDUCATION  AND  EXPERIENCE: 

•  Bachelors  Degree  in  Divinity,  Masters  of  Divinity  Degree  preferable 

•  Ordained  for  a  minimum  of  five  years 

•  Five  years  experience  as  a  pastor  or  assistant  pastor  of  a  Baptist  Church 

•  Experience  in  working  as  an  interim  pastor  is  a  plus. 

CONTACT  INFORMATION: 
For  immediate  consideration,  please  send  a  cover  letter  and  your  resume  to  the  following 
address: 

Miller  Memorial  Baptist  Church 
Attention:  Deacon  David  Pridgen 
1518  North  22nd  Street,  Philadelphia,  PA  19121 


MORNING  STAR  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  DURHAM 

is  seeking  a  person  to  serve  as  musician. 

Qualifications: 

Should  be  a  Christian  who  lives  and  acts  responsibly  and  has  a  good  character  and  reputation. 

•  Should  be  able  to  play  the  piano  and  organ. 

•  Work  well  with  diverse  range  of  singers. 

•  Experience  in  diverse  music  (Hymns,  gospel,  contemporary,  traditional). 

•  Ability  to  read  music  and  play  by  ear. 

•  Be  available  for  scheduled  rehearsals.  Second  Sunday  Moming  Worship  Service. 

•  Be  available  to  accompany  Pastor  and  choirs  to  church  engagements  as  scheduled. 

•  Be  available  for  evening  programs  as  scheduled. 

Interested  persons  may  send  resume  to: 
Moming  Star  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  4610  FayetteviUe  Rd. 
Durham,  NC  27713,  Attention:  Sis.  Esther  Thompson  or  Call  544-8596 


GENESIS  BAPTIST 
Youth  Minister  needed  full-time. 

Qualified  candidates  must  be  trained  at  a  seminary,  mature  spiritually,  and  experienced  working 
with  children  and  youth.  Mail  or  fax  resume  and  salary  requirements  to: 

Genesis  Baptist  Church 
Cathy  Daniels-Lee,  Search  Committee  Chairperson 
2812  E.  Bessemer  Ave.,  Greensboro,  NC  27405 
Ph.  (336)  379-1133  •  Fax.  (336)  379-1615 
Web  site:  www.greensboro.com/genesis 
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VACANT  POSITIONS 


UNION  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Warrenton,  North  Carolina 

Dk-  Zii^..  Sapuji  lo  vUiii.iti^  seelji%  diiu  i;_c ;puri^  lesurnc.  trorii  uitcresiec  li- 

censed, ordained  Baptist  mmistere.  Applicants  must  possess  the  foUowing  qualifications: 

1 .  Spiritual  maturity 

2.  A  minimum  of  three  yeai:s  experience  as  a  pastor,  but  will  consider  years  of  experience  as  associate 
pastor 

3.  Administrative  and  leadership  skills 

4.  Must  be  able  to  work  with  various  age  groups  with  specific  emphasis  on  youth  development. 

5.  Strong  knowledge  of  Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies  and  procedures. 

7.  Good  oral  and  written  communication  skills  and  ability  to  communicate  with  all  age  groups. 

8.  Have  excellent  teaching  ability. 
Other  responsibilities  include: 

Planning,  organizing  and  implementing  programs  that  encourage  participation  of  youth  and  young 
adults  that  promote  church  growth  and  progress. 
Please  send  resumes  to: 

Brother  Alonza  Jones,  Board  Chairman,  Route  2,  Box  128,  Norlina,  N.C.  27563,  %  The  Pulpit  Com- 
mittee 


SAVANNAH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

6675  Tabor  Church  Road,  Fayetteville,  NC  28301 
The  pastor's  search  committee  of  Savannah  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  accepting  letters  of  interest/ 
resumes  for  the  position  of  Senior  Pastor  from  licensed  and  ordained  Missionaiy  Baptist  Ministers.  Apply 
only  if  you  are  sincerely  interested  and  meet  all  the  qualifications. 
QUALIFICATIONS: 

J .  Must  be  bom  again,  filled  with  the  holy  spirit  and  called  by  God  to  preach  the  word. 

2.  Must  be  family  oriented  and  possess  a  strong.  Godly  character 

3.  Prefer  college  degree  but  wiU  strongly  consider  a  combination  of  education,  training  and  experience. 

4.  Possess  a  strong  knowledge  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  doctrine,  church  policies  and  practices. 

5.  Be  an  effective  leader,  communicator,  administrator  and  counselor  with  good  interpersonal  sldlls. 

6.  Must  have  skills  required  to  work  with  all  age  groups  wdth  emphasis  on  spiritual  growth  and  develop- 
ment 

7.  Must  have  sldlls  required  for  planning  and  implementing  a  vision  for  both  spiritual  and  physical  growth 
of  the  church. 

8.  Must  work  effectively  with  boards,  auxiliaries  and  committees. 

Interested  persons  meeting  all  of  the  above  qualifications  should  submit  the  following  information: 
Letter  of  interest  or  resume 
Copy  of  license  and  ordination  certificate 

ftoof  of  educational  degree,  and  additional  theological  studies  transcript 

The  names,  addresses,  telephone  numbers,  email  addresses  of  at  least  five  references  of  which  only  two  can 
be  ministers. 

The  committee  will  provide  each  candidate  with  an  information  packet 
All  correspondence  must  be  addressed  as  follows: 
Savannah  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

ATTN:  Sister  Ernestine  Tucker,  6675  Tabor  Church  Road,  Fayetteville,  N.C. 


Lee's  Crossroad  Baptist  Churcli 

Route  1,  Lake  Wendell  Rd.,  WendeU,  NC  27591 
The  Lee's  Crossroads  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  a  Pastor  and  is  accepting  resumes 
from  interested,  ordained  Baptist  ministers.  Please  include  the  following  in  your  resimie: 

1 .  Name/address/day  and  evening  phone  numbers 

2.  Age 

3.  Marital  Status 

4.  Education/Schools  attended 

5.  Pastoral  Experience 

6.  References 
Qualifications 

1 .  Bom  again  Christian 

2.  Ordained  Baptist  Minister 

3.  AbiUty  to  preach  and  teach  God's  Holy  Word 

4.  Possess  leadership  and  administrative  skills 

5.  Willingness  to  follow  Baptist  Doctrine 

6.  Must  be  a  good  role  model  of  moral  and  ethical  conduct 
Resumes  may  be  sent  to: 

Lee's  Crossroad  Baptist  Church,  Pulpit  Committee 

Deacon  James  R.  Adams,  1342  Medlin  Rd.,  Clayton,  N.C.  27520 


OAKEY  GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  CLAYTON 

is  searching  for  a  pastor.  Congregational  size  is  about  100  members  with  attendance  of  50-65 
depending  upon  the  season.  Worship  service  is  held  twice  monthly.  We  are  a  small  rural  church 
located  about  5  miles  east  of  Clayton  and  about  6  miles  west  of  Smithfield  on  Hwy.  70  business. 
Our  congregation  represents  all  ages  and  all  backgrounds. 

Our  pastor  must  be  knowledgeable  and  believe  in  the  Baptist  Doctrine.  Must  be  a  strong 
spiritual  leader,  administrator  and  teacher  One  who  will  proclaim  the  Good  News  in  a  meaning- 
ful way  that  will  help  members  learn  to  apply  Bibhcal  concepts  to  their  everyday  lives. 

We  are  an  autonomous  Missionary  Baptist  Church  that  is  affiliated  with  the  Johnston  District 
Missionary  Baptist  Association  and  its  auxiliaries  and  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention  and 
its  auxiharies. 

Please  include  in  your  resume  the  following: 

1.  Name/Address/Day  and  Evening  Phone  Numbers 

2.  Age 

3.  Marital  Status 

4.  Education/Schools  Attended 

5.  Pastoral  Experience  (Where,  When,  Number  of  Years) 

6.  References 
Qualifications: 

1.  Ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Minister 

2.  Possess  Leadership,  Administrative,  and  Counsehng  Skills 

3.  WilUngness  to  follow  Baptist  Doctrines,  Polices  and  Procedures 

4.  Able  to  lead  and  communicate  with  all  age  groups 

5.  Family  oriented 

6.  Must  posses  good  moral  and  ethical  conduct 

Interested  persons  should  send  resumes  to: 
Oakey  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Pulpit  Search  Committee 
Deacon  Loomis  Hodges,  Chairperson,  PO  Box  2435,  Smithfield,  NC  27577 


The  deadline  to  submit  information  for  the 
'Baptist  Informer"  is  the  10th  of  each 
month  prior  to  pubHcation. 


Advertise  in  Your  Baptist  Informer 
We  accept  ads  by  the  column  inch  on  a  monthly  or  yearly  basis.  Due  to  our  non- 
profit status  ONLY  ads  that  directly  offer  religious  services  to  our  member 
churches  will  be  accepted.  The  cost  of  our  "information  service"  will  include 
ONLY  the  cost  of  printing  your  service-related  ads. 

RATES: 

One  time  run  of  service  notice  (monthly)  1  Year  (12  issues) 

1/12  page  —  $50  •.  $300 

1/8  page  — $80  $600 

1/4  page  — $120  $900 

1/2  page  —  $200  $1,200 

We  also  accept  ads  by  the  column  inch  on  a  monthly  or  yearly  basis. 
ADVANCED  PAYMENT  REQUESTED! 


RENEWAL  &  SUBSCRIPTION  FORM 


Please  look  at  your  mail  label.  It  is  time  to  renew  your  Baptist  Informer, 
it  is  important  that  you  renew  your  subscription  to  tlie  paper. 

Individual  subscriptions  per  year  are  $10.00 

(      )  RENEWAL  (     )  NEW 

NAME  

ADDRESS  

CITY  

STATE   

TELEPHONE  (  )  

TOTAL  AMOUNT  ENCLOSED  WITH  ORDERS  $  

OFFICE  OF  THE  EDITOR 
BAPTIST  INFORMER 
603  SOUTH  WILMINGTON  ST.,  RALEIGH,  NC  27601 
800-639-GBSC  or  www.gbsc.org 


Here  is  the  church, 

here  is  the  steepie 
Open  the  door  and 
see  ail  the  peopie 

.  .  .  ivho  can  now  worship  in  comfort  and  gracious  style 
since  l^A..  Downey  &  Son  helped  them  build  their 
new  Sanctuary  and  Christian  Education  buildings. 


L.  A.  Downey  &  Son  provides  complete, 
turnkey  solutions  for  all  kinds  of  churches 
and  all  kinds  of  budgets. 
Our  professionals  can  help  you  from  start  to  finish, 
including  architectural  design  work, 
site  development,  permit  approval, 
actual  construction,  and  more. 
Call  us  today  to  find  out 
how  we  can  help  your  congregation 
meet  its  facility  needs. 


(919)  688-8029 


L.A.  Downey  &  Son,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1688  ♦  Durham,  North  Carolina  27702 
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Advertise  Your  Vacant  Church  Positions! 


BookMe 


327  Haywood  Rd.,  Asheville,  NC  28806  •  704-0804 

An  African-American  Book  Store  

Every  Sunday  Bulletin  Service  (Warner  Press) 

You  only  have  to  order  to  receive  bulletins  regularly  at  low  cost  of  only  $4.20  per 
100  bulletins,  postpaid.  You  save  $5.80  per  100  bulletins  based  on  counterpiece  of 
10  cents  each.  Let  us  send  information  on  how  you  can  start  saving  money  on  your 
bulletins!  Cut  this  ad  out  and  send  it  to:  BookMe,  3271A  Haywood  Rd.,  Asheville, 
NC  28806. 

I  1 

Name  ^  


City 


Zip 


GENERAL  BAPTIST  BOOKSTORE 

Place  your  orders  today  for  Christian  Literature,  Robes, 
Bibles,  Hymnals  and  2001  Vacation  Bible  School  Materials: 

919-839-2211  •  919-836-0061 
Fax  919-821-7466  •  800-639-GBSC 

GENERAL  BAPTIST  BOOKSTORE 
603  South  Wilmington  St.,  Raleigh,  NC  27601 


A  Fresh  Look  at  the 
New  Testament  Deacon 

By  John  H.  Walker,  D.  Min. 


NOW  AVAILABLE! 

There  is  a  critical  problem  concerning  the  Deacons  and  the  local  church,  state  and 
national  conventions.  The  Deacons  are  assuming  leadership  roles  without  being 
equipped  for  the  task  of  leadership.  The  relationship  between  the  pastor  and  deacon  is 
widening  because  there  is  a  misunderstanding  concerning  the  mission  of  the  church, 
pastoral  leadership  and  the  role  of  the  deacons. 

This  book  is  a  must  tool  to  bridge  the  gap  between  the  role  of  Pastor  and 

Deacons  in  order  to  provide  EFFECTIVE  LEADERSHIP. 

www.macedoniaofcharlotte.org. 
I  —  -, 


~  ORDER  FORM  -Shipping  Info: 


First  Name 


MI 


Last  Name 


City 


State 


Zip  Code 


Area  Code  &  Phone  Number 


Item# 

Title 

Price 

WOl 

A  Fresh  Look  at  the  New  Testament  Deacon 

$17.95 

W02 

A  Fresh  Look  at  the  New  Testament  Deacon  Workbook 

$17.95 

Item# 

Title 

Qty. 

Price 

Shipping/Handling: 
Subtotal  Shipping 
tlpto$2»     $2^      120.01-200  $12.95 
20.01-62.00    $5.00      200J)l-over  $20.00 
62.01-120.00  $7.95 

Subtotal 
Shipping  &  Handling 
Grand  Total 

Send  Completed  Form  along  with  a  check  or  money  order  to:  Dr.  John  H.  Walker,  P.O  Box 
217256,  Charlotte,  NC  28221-7256  • 

Dr.  John  H.  Walker,  D.Min.  •  Office  Phone  (704)  392-8496  •  Email:jhenwalk@hotmail.com 


Winter  is  here! 


AMERICAN  INCOME  LIFE 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 

American  Income  Life  Insurance  Company  with  over  a  40-year  history  of 
serving  associations,  Credit  Unions  and  Union  Members  with  affordable  Ufe 
health  insurance  benefits.  American  hicome  is  proud  to  armounce  No  Cost 
benefit  to  subscribers  of  the  Baptist  Informer. 

Learn  how  you  and  your  family  can  receive  the  OneCard  Member  benefit 
which  will  safe  you  up  to  60%  discount  on:  Vision  ...  Hearing  ...  Chiropractic 
...  and  Prescriptions  at  No  Cost. 

Simply  fill  out  the  form  below  and  mail,  a  representative  of  ALL  will  deliver 
your  discount  card  and  explain  its  use,  plus  explain  our  New  Family  Dental 
Plan  which  is  available  to  your  entire  family  for  $29.95  per  year!  The  dental 
plan  and  supplement  health  and  life  benefits  are  being  made  available  for 
your  consideration.  You  are  under  no  obligation. 


cut 


cut 


PLEASE  BE  SURE  I  RECEIVE  MY  ONECARD  MEMBER  BENEFIT 


NAME 


HOME  PHONE . 
Spouse's  Name  _ 


Residential  Address . 
City  


.  State . 


.Zip. 


County . 


PLEASE  MAIL  THIS  FORM  TO: 
ABL,  PO  BOX  18825,  RALEIGH,  NC  27619*8825 


'-'SEfi^G  AN 


African  American 
experience. 


\     I      i  1     I  sr  torn  i«.'f!4iv<i^vf?&  I* 

at'  .        <!  J  I  ■!  - 
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EBONY  INVESTOR 


FinanciaJ  and 
investment  information 
is  availafc)te  from 
Ebony  Investor. 


Receive  a  free  monthfy 
online  newsletter  from 
ElDony  Investor. 


•  Learn  the  prlnciptei|cif  finan^l  stewardship* 
t  Educate  churcf\,ieadeis ^^bM iftandal  planning* 
»  Follow  and  learr|:ton  a  fiKxfel  Investment  portfolio* 


To  schedule  m  mvestmerrt  vwrtctfxjp  ftsr  dTmrch, 
CO«aKt  cv*^s«»i#e!x»y»nv«st)Or,com  <»      {919}  4l9-l3i8 

www.ebonyinvestor.com 


The  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  N.C.,  Inc. 

Is  please  to  announce  a  special  program  with  our  cxdting,  new  Christian  Bookstore  & 

Urban  Ministries,  Inc.  (UMI) 

The  only,  independent  African-American  owned  &  operated 
Christian  Publishing  &  Communications  Company 

Our  General  Baptist  Bookstore  recommends  UMI:  Sunday  School  curriculum.  Precepts  for  Living  Sunday  School 
Commentary,  Vacation  Bible  School  for  Children  &  Adults,  Discipleship  Programming  &  Other  Titles,  Black  History  Kits 


Contact:  Dr.  Jimmy  Whitehurst, 
Executive  Manager 

1-800-627-1690 
919-839-2211 


And,  I'll  See  You 
In  The  Morning 


An  anthology  of 
Funeral  Messages,  Helps  for 
Sermon  Development, 
Family  Visit, 
Funeral  and 
Grave  Side 
Services 

StCDod  Printing 

Dr.  Serenus  T.  Chiim,  Sr. 
$1Q.DO 


t 

Baptist  Born 
Baptist  Bred 

Who  are  they? 
What  do  they  believe 
and  why? 

A  STUDY  FOR  CHURCH  MEMBERS 

Dr.  Serenus  T.  Churn,  Sr. 
$15.00 


About  the  Author: 

Dr.  Serenus  T.  Chum  Sr.,  received  his 
Doctor  of  Ministry  Degree  from  Drew 
University,  Madison,  N.J.,  in  1979,  his 
Graduate  Certificate  in  Pastoral  Care  from 
the  Foundation  for  ReUgion  and  Mental 
Health,  Grasslands  Hospital,  Westchester 
County,  N.Y.,  in  1970,  his  Master  of  Di- 
vinity Degree  from  Howard  University, 
School  of  Rehgion  in  Washington,  D.C., 
in  1969,  his  Bachelor  of  Divinity  Degree 
from  Howard  University,  School  of  Re- 
ligion in  1965  and  his  Bachelor  of  Arts 
Degree  from  Morgan  State  College,  Bal- 
tunore,  Md.,  in  1962. 
He  was  bom  in  Camden,  N.J.,  to  the  late 
Dr.  Charles  H.  Chum  Sr.,  and  Violet  M. 
Chum  and  was  licensed  to  preach  at  the 
age  of  15.  He  is  married  to  the  former 
Shirley  Brown  of  Washington,  D.C.,  and 


has  two  sons.  Dr.  Chum  is  currently  the 
Senior  Pastor  of  Mount  Zion  Baptist 
Church,  Winston-Salem,  N.C.  Member 
of  Novant  Health  Board  of  Trustees, 
Mount  Zion  Site  Director  and  Adjunct 
Instructor,  Shaw  University  Divinity 
School  and  Drew  University  Theology 
School.  He  is  the  Radio  Host  of  God's 
Trombone  WPOL.  He  has  preached 
across  the  United  States,  Great  Britain 
and  India. 

Place  your  book  orders  to: 

Rev.  Dr.  Serenus  T.  Chum  Sr.,  D.  Min., 

Mount  Zion  Baptist  Church 

Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Drive  &  File  St., 

Winston-Salem,  N.C.  27101 

45 1  Croydon  Lane, 

Winston-Salem,  N.C.  27107 

Off:  910-722-2325;  Res.:  910-788-3398; 

Fax:  910-722-3359 


FREE  ROBES  (WITH  MINIMUM  ORDER) 

•  ROBES  •  CHOIR  •  CLERGY  •  CASSOCKS  •  ACADEMIC  •  GRADUATION  •  CLERGY 
SHIRTS  •  UNIFORMS  •  BADGES  •  GLOVES  •  EASTER  STAR  WHITE  DRESSES 
•  CHURCH  WARES  •  PEW  BIBLES  •  HYMNALS  •  PARAMENTS 

FREE  MEASUREMENTS,  CATALOGS  &  DEMONSTRATIONS 

JAMES'  HOUSE  OF  ROBES  &  UNIFORMS 

(704)  543-6825  OR  1-800-535-6576  •  FAX  704-543-5575 
PO  BOX  471423,  CHARLOTTE,  NC  28247 
SUPPORT  YOUR  OWN  —  PLEASE! 


Just  Off  The  Press  ...  Latest  Release  of 

GBSC's  Bible  —  Price  $49.95 

Leather  Bound 

Check  out  the  General  Baptist  Bookstore  for  the  new  release  at 

919-839-2211 
1-800-627-1690  •  Fax  919-839-2266 


Do  You  Want  Sermons  for  the  New  Millennium! 
For  The  Preacher,  Teacher  and  The  Hooper! 

Original  Material  *  Dr.  Ricky  R.  Eason 

1.  Do  you  want  some  fresh  sermons? 

2.  Are  you  tired  of  going  into  the  pulpit  not  fully  prepared  to  do  your  best  because  of  a 
busy  week? 

3.  Do  you  want  sermons  that  are  ready  to  preach  just  as  they  are,  yet  flexible  enough  to 
seed  and  feed  your  mind,  so  the  sermon  will  fit  your  particular  situation  or  congregation? 

4.  Do  you  want  super  large  letters  and  book  quality  print,  so  you  can  stand  back  from  the 
pulpit  and  hoop  a  little  bit  every  now  and  then?  WE  CAN  CUSTOM  THEM. 

5.  Sermons  7-9  pages  —  See  for  yourself!  WELL  RESEARCHED  for  the  preacher  and 
the  hooper.  Average  over  20  hours  of  preparation  per  sermon. 

FULL  SATISFACTION  OR  —  MONEY  BACK  GUARANTEE 
THEN  CALL  (864)  576-4961  OR  WRITE: 
RICKY  EASON  MINISTRIES,  139  SAWYER  RD.,  ROEBUCK,  SC  29376 
Ask  to  see  —  The  Sermon  Series:  Notebook  1-7.  73  different  sermons.  Price  unbeatable!  10 
sermons  in  each  notebook!  Have  it  your  way;  make  up  your  own  notebook. 
SERMON  TITLES:  39.  Peace  —  In  The  Midst  of  my  Storm 

01 .  Your  Anchor  Holds  and  Grips  the  Solid  Rock  40. 1  Am  On  The  Right  Road,  Now! 

02.  You  Got  The  Right  One  Baby/Doing  The  Things  Right     41 .  A  Good  Man  In  A  Bad  Situation 


t  All  Adds  Up 


03.  God  Said  It,  I  Believe  and  That  Settles 

04.  Bum  Up  Or  Bum  Out  For  God 

05.  Busted  Britches  From  Straddling  The  Fence 

06.  Dangerous  Minds 

07.  Don't  Even  Think  About  It 

08.  Fired  Up  By  the  Holy  Ghost 

09.  Are  You  Full  of  the  Stuff 

10.  Let's  Get  on  Board 

1 1 .  God  Picked  Me  To  Be  On  His  Side 

12.  Grace  on  the  Race 

13.  Grow  Up  or  Blow  Up 

14.  Hang  In  There 

15.  He  Lifted  Me  Up  Out  of  the  Miry  Clay 

16.  Look  Where  the  Lord  Has  Brought  Me  From 

17.  If  My  People 

1 8.  We  Can  Do  It  For  A  New  Day  Has  Come 
1 9. 1  Know  What  Prayer  Can  Do 

20.  Put  Some  Clothes  On  Child 

21 .  A  Right  Thing  in  a  Wrong  Time 

22.  The  Man  Who  Had  Everything  But  the  Right  Thing 

23.  Soap  For  The  Soul 

24.  Stay  On  the  Lord's  Side 

25.  If  You  Take  One  Step  He'll  Take  Two 

26.  Stepping  In  Your  Own  Mess 
27. 1  Can't  Lose  With  the  Stuff  I  Use 

28.  You  Can' Touch  This 

29.  Warm  in  a  Cold  Situation 

30.  That's  the  Way  He  Died  But  That's  Not  The  End  Of 
The  Story 

31 .  What  You  See  Is  What  You  Get 

32.  What's  Faith  Got  To  Do  With  It 

33.  You  Can't  Make  It  Without  God 
34. 1  Just  Want  To  Say ...  'Thank  You  Lord" 

35.  A  Heart  Like  Thine 

36.  Just  A  Closer  Walk  With  Thee 

37.  Give  Me  A  Clean  Heart  So  I  Can  Serve  You 

38.  What  Ever  The  Problem  God  Has  The  Answer 

Five  New  Sermons  Available  Soon. 
You  may  order  sermons:  Make  check  payable  to:  Ricky  Eason 
Prices: 

1 .  Individual  sermons  are  $3.50  each.  CCD's  available 

2. 1  Sermon  Notebook  with  10  Sermons  —  $29.29  each  notebook 

3. 1 0  Sermons  in  each  notebook  —  Mix  or  makeup  your  own  notebook  —  approximately  $2.99  for  each  semnon.  Order 
sermons  by  mail!  Add  $3.50  postage  and  handling 

Money  order  or  cash:  2-3  day  delivery.  Design  your  own  notebook  or  sermons  at  the  same  great  price.  Have  it  Your  Way! 
Checks  accepted! 

4.  For  appointments  call:  Home  (864)  576-4961  •  Business  (864)576-3747  •  E-mail:  ricky139@bellsouth.net 


42.  Good  Medicine  For  A  Bad  Ailment 

43.  Stand  Up!  and  Testify 

44.  Bad  Boys!  What  You'll  Going  To  Do  When  He  Comes 
For  You 

45.  Angels  Just  Keep  Watching  Over  Me 

46.  Go  Ahead!  Make  My  Day 

47.  A  Trip  to  the  Cross 

48.  Jesus!  Jesus!  Jesus!  He  Is  Somebody's  Preacher 

49.  On  the  Day  of  Pentecost 

50.  Jesus  Is  All  That! 

51.  Muddy  Putty  in  the  Potters  Hands 

52.  When  Stress  Controls  You  Jesus  Consoles  You 

53.  Black  Men  and  Women,  Young  and  Old,  Changing  A 
Generation 

54. 1  Am  Black,  But  I  Am  Somebody 

55.  Staying  Afloat  in  a  Sinking  Boat 

56.  He  That  Has  A  Friend  Must  Show  Himself  Friendly 

57.  Victory  Is  Mine/Starting  All  Over 

58.  Occupy  Till  I  Come 

59.  A  Man  on  a  Mission/The  Borrowed  Ax 

60.  Busy  in  God's  Business 

Thirteen  Brand  New  Sermons  Below  For  the  Year  2001 
(i««1-73) 

61.  Just  Like  Mama 

62.  He's  alive  And  I  Am  Glad  About  It 

63.  What  he  World  Needs  Now  Is  Love  Sweet  Love 
64, 1  Moved  From  My  Old  House  And  My  Old  Friends 
65. 1  Just  Want  To  Know  Why 

66.  What  Do  You  Do  When  Life  Is  Not  Fair 

67.  Why  Do  Bad  Things  Happen  To  Good  People 

68.  What  Do  You  Do  When  Your  Brook  Runs  Dry 

69.  Diagnosis  From  Dr.  Jesus,  Go  And  See  The  Dr. 

70.  Who  Is  He 

71 .  What  Would  Jesus  Do  (WWJD) 

72.  if  I  Could  Just  Touch  The  Hem  of  His  Garment 

73.  Come  See  A  Man 
Audio  Tapes:  $3.00  each 
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Hanging  With  Mr.  Cooper 

Customer  Clothiers 
Larry  J.  Cooper 
President/CEO  •  1-800-266-7515  •  Fax  949-260-2099 
5000  Birch  St.,  West  Tower,  Suite  4000,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92660 


POVIAPJ?r^/-//  IQC^H  Church  Administration  Software 
rX^wW  fcf%  {£|JJ»  www.CapitalComputing.com 


Membership  Profiles 
Pictorial  Directories 
Activities  &  SkiUs 
Attendance 
Visitation 
Ministry  Services 
Church  Maihng  List 
Equipment  Inventory 
Music  Library 

Tape,  Book  &  Video  Library 


Sermon  Filer 
E-Mail  Directory 
Fund  Accounting 
Accounts  Payable 
Accounts  Receivable 
Contributions 
Payroll 

Built-in  Security 
Graphics 


Customer  Report  Writer 
PhoneTree  Interface 
32-bit  Performance 
Year2000  Ready 
Print  W2AV3  Tax  Forms 
Custom  Reports 
Pledges 

Network  Ready 
Customizable 
Training  Available  On-site 


Capital  Computing  Services 
19  W.  Hargett  St.,  Suite  200 
PO  Box  367 

Raleigh,  NC  27602-0367 
(919)  828-7770  phone 
(919)  833-8975  fax 


Charles  Brown  ©Capital  Computing.com 


ONLY  $295 
(tax  &  shipping 
not  included) 


CONTACT  US  TODAY 


Mars  Hill  College 

introduces  the 

Bonner  Scholars/ 
Project  CREED  Partnership 

African- Amercian  college  students 
guiding  African- American  youth 
toward  success  in  school  and  life 


JuiulhilikUL.  ^ 
"win||||||||([[|ni|Mi>|||||||  titaSs^ 


"This  program  is  very  beneficial  because 
it  allows  you  to  become  a  change  agent  through 
mentoring  and  tutoring.  It  increases  your  chances 
of  benefiting  your  community  as  well  as  yourself.  " 
Che  Curry,  Senior  Bonner  Scholar,  Business  Major 


For  Information  about  the  Bonner  Scholarship, 
contact  Cindy  Frost  at  (828)  689-1162,  emaU  cfrost@mhc.edu 


Great  for  Youth,  Young  Adults  and  Adults! 

The  Bible  Study  Manual  is  the  first  in  a  series  developed  by  Jimmie  and  Deloris 
IVhitehurst,  Creative  Christian  Educators. 

The  manual  presents  a  clear  "Straight  Forward"  approach  to  several  key  doc- 
rines  and  current  issues  facing  the  church  today. 

The  manual  presents  29  lessons  and  outlines  for  Comprehensive  Bible  Stud- 
es,  $15.95  a  copy.  Send  check  or  money  order  to:  Dr.  Jimmie  Whitehurst,  PO 
Jox  31093,  Raleigh,  NC  27622. 


CeciBa  'Wafton 
833-3440 


(For'YbuOnfy 

6y  Cecilia 

<£>ressmaJ^n^,  (Draperies  ^  *ZJp/iolstery 
Conducting  (Business  <Jtastdon  Christian  (Principles 


The  Wooten  School  of  Music 

Invites  You  to  ^'Put  Music  in  Your  Life''  in  2001 

Learn  to  Play  Gospel  Music 

A  unique  style  of  playing  chords  to  accompany  your  favorite  tunes. 
Even  at  the  end  of  your  first  lesson.  We  guarantee! 

*  No  prior  experience  necessary 
*  We  guarantee  results  at  the  end  of  the  first  lesson  *  Morning,  noon  or  night  classes 

*  SPECIAL  COURSE  —  "Improving  Your  Present  Style  of  Playing" 
Classes  begin  soon!  Beginning  •  Advaned  •  Intermediate  Classes 

For  additional  information  write:  THE  WOOTEN  SCHOOL  OF  MUSIC 
1003  W.  5th  St.,  Greenville,  NC  27834 
or  call  Studio,  919-757-1023  •  Home  919-757-1135  —Ya' 11  Come! 


Deberry  &  Hand,  P.L.L.C. 

Attorneys  and  Counselors  at  Law 
"Helping  Organizations  That  Help  Others" 
Focusing  On  "Church  and  Nonprofit  Law" 
Does  your  church  need  to  obtain  legal  assistance? 
Then  let  us  help  you.  Our  firm  can... 

•  Incorporate  your  church,  religious  or  nonprofit  organization 

•  Draft  or  Update  your  Constitution,  Charter  or  Bylaws 

•  Conduct  your  title  searches 

•  Represent  you  in  your  real  estate  closing  (purcl\ase,  refinance,  building  and  or 

renovation) 

•  Assist  you  in  establishing  your  Day  Care  or  Elder  Care  programs 

•  Even  represent  you  in  civil  mediation,  arbitration  and  litigation 

We  are  also  available  to  conduct  educational  workshops  and  seminars  for  your 
church  or  nonprofit  organization  such  as: 

•  What  every  Pastor  should  know  BEFORE  stepping  into  the  pulpit — Protecting 

yourself  from  accusations  of  misconduct 

•  Accountability  Doesn't  Have  To  Equal  Liability — The  Pro's  and  Con's  of 

Incorporation 

•  Maintaining  your  tax-exempt  status — How  to  help  protect  your  church  or 

nonprofit  organization  from  IRS  audits 

•  How  to  Secure  Grant  Funds — Knowledge  and  Planning  are  Key! 

•  "Faith  Without  Works  is  Dead!"  —  How  to  put  your  church's  plan  for  community 

development  into  action 
Our  Firm  is  committed  to  providing  reliable  and  knowledge  legal  services. 
Allowing  Churches  and  other  Nonprofit  Organizations  to  effectively 
"Help  Others" 

We  Are  Anticipating  Your  Call! 
Please  Contact  Attorney  Stephany  C.  Hand 
919-956-7971  *  919-956-9443  (Fax) 

413  East  Chapel  Hill  Street 
PO.  Box  1128,  Durham,  NC  27702 


Advertise  in  the  Baptist  Informer! 
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g  Call  919-736-4166  anytime  or  write: 

^  CHRISTIAN  ARTS 

m  605  BROOKWOOD  LANE 

3  GOLDSBORO,  NC  27534 


Light  Rock  Realty 
(705)  568-5000 

Areas  of  specialty:  Residential  Purchasing/Selling 
Church  &  Land  Purchasing/Selling 
Group  Homebuying  workshops  for  churches 
Homebuying  programs 
•  No  Money  Down 
•  Down  Payment  Assistance 
•  Alternative  Financing  Options 
If  You  Need  Assistance  in  any  of  the  above  areas, 
contact  Gerald  Searles  at  (704)  568-5000 


Christopher  E.  Jenkins  CPA 

Jenkins  Management  Consulting,  P.C. 

Non-profit  Accounting  &  Management 
Audits  •  Church  Administration 
Clergy  Tax  &  Financial  Planning 
Tax/Information  Return  Preparation 
Voice  (252)  439-1185  •  FAX  (252)  439-1184 
2024  Mare's  Way,  Greenville,  NC  27858 
e-mail:  jmgmtc  @ green  ville.  com 


PEW  UPHOLSTERING 
REVERSIBLE  CUSHIONS 

NEW  PEWS  •  PEW  REFINISHING  •  STAINED  GLASS 
LIGHTING  •  CARPET  •  PAINTING  •  PLASTER  REPAIR 

POST  BOX  BOX  5346 
HIGH  POINT,  NC  27262 

1-800-289-7397 
CHURCH  INTERIORS,  INC. 

The  Nation's  Leading  Church  Renovation  Specialists. 


Hirner  &  Company  Sales 

1801  Charles  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27610 
Phone  (919)  833-1871  •  Fax  919-834-6695 
e-mail :  turnerco.sales  @  triangle2.net 
A.J.  l\irner,  Chairman  •  EdmondM.  Pierce,  President 
Shirley  T\irner  Smith,  Vice  President 

"Everything  a  church  needs  •  We  also  refinish  pews!  " 


Refinishings 
by  Kivett's 
Fine  Church 
Furniture  & 
Steeples 


919-833-1871 


Call  Me  Before  You 
Purchase! 


Robes 
Plexiglass 
Podiums 


DIVERSE  HOME  HEALTH  SERVICES 

100  Sunnybrook  Road,  Suite  101,  Raleigh,  NC  27610 
Phone  (919)  250-0606  •  Fax  (919)  250-0201 

Referral  and  Clinical  Services  Available 
24  Hours  A  Day  •  7  Days  A  Week 


2001  QUESTIONS  &  ANSWERS 
FOR  CHURCH  TREASURERS 

About:  Taxes  •  ABC  Retirement/Death  BeneHt  Plans  •  Pastoral  Budgets 
THE  MINISTERS  AND-MISSIONARIES  BENEFIT  BOARD 
OF  AMERICAN  BAPTIST  CHURCHES 


475  Riverside  Drive/Room  1700,  New  York,  NY  10115-0049 
Telephone:  1-800-986-6222  •  Fax  1-800-986-6782 


MAKE  TREMENDOUS  PROFITS  BY  SPONSORING  POSITIVE  BLACK 
IMAGE  FUND-RAISERS  OR  SELLING  BLACK  ART  RETAIL!! 


PBIArts  Prints  Ae  Superb  For:  Churches  &  Religious  Organizations  •  Building  Funds  •  Educational 
Funds  •  Church  Board(Usher,  Deacon,  Choir,  etc.)  •  Other  Special  Projects  or  Events  •  Individuals  •  Small 
Business  Start-up  (Home-based,  Vendors,  etc.)  Part-time  Business  •  Extra  Income 

"The  Old  Fashioned  Baptism" 


by  Arthello  Beck 


Order  Your  Sampler  or  Starter 
Kit  Now  for  only  $20! 


Fund-raiser  Sampler  Kit  includes:  4  full  color 
Religious  Art  Prints  •  Instructions  for  Conducting 
an  Event  •  Over  100  images  of  Black  Art  (Open  & 
Limited  Edition  Prints  focusing  on  Religious, 
Children's  &  Contemporary  Themes)  •  All 
Occasion  &  Christmas  Greeting  Cards  &  Artifacts 
&  Casual  Wear  •  Free  Mini-Prints  •  A  Free 
Subscription  to  our  PBI  Newsletter  •  Below 
Wholesale  Prices! 


SEND  TO:  POSITIVE  IMAGES,  PO  BOX  775,  DEPT.  CFR,  GAITHERSBURG,  MD  20884 

 Please  Rush  Fund-Raiser  Sample  KlKs)  For  Only  $20  EA.  Individualual  Start  Kit  ONLY  $20  EA.  _ 


Money  order,  check  or  Cashier's  Check  payable  to;  Positive  Blacic  Images  enclosed. 

Charge  to  my  Visa  MasterCard^  

Signature  :  

Ship  to:  Name  


_  Exp.  Date  „ 


City 


Zrp 


_Evening  Number  _ 


ATTENTION!  PASTORS  &  PREACHERS  STOP!  &  ANSWER 

*Is  your  schedule  busy! 

*  Do  you  And  yourself  laboring  hard  and  long  preparing  sermons? 

*  Would  you  find  yourself  laboring  and  long  preparing  sermons? 

*  Would  you  like  to  get  material  that's  ready  for  the  pulpit? 

*  Would  you  like  to  have  material  that's  easy  to  read,  where  all  the  research  is  already  done  for  you? 

Then  "SERMCO  MINISTERS"  is  your  solution 

*  We  have  sermons  that  ADDRESS  ALL  OCCASIONS 

*  Each  sermon  is  easy  to  read 

(DOUBLE  SPACED  ON  SINGLE  SHEETS) 

*  Each  sermon  is  HOMELETICALLY  arranged 

(Introduction,  Exposition,  Come-Home  and  Closing) 

*  Each  sermon  has  INSERTED  SCRIPTURE  (where  appropriate) 

*  Each  sermon  has  VERSES  OF  SONGS.  HYMNS  INSERTED  (where  appropriate) 

*  Sermons  as  received  are  READY  FOR  THE  PULPIT 

with  minimum  amount  of  study/adjustments 
Single  copies  are  $5  each.  Anthology  (Book  of  26  sermons)  Volume  I  and  Volume  H,  $75  each. 
Shipping  and  handling  charges  vnll  be  added  to  all  orders.  Catalogs  with  listing  are  free  upon 
request.  Direct  all  questions  and  answers  to: 
MT.  ARARAT  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  INC.,  2503  N.  MYRTLE  AVE.,  JACKSONVILLE,  FLA.  32209 

ATTN:  SERMCO  MINISTRIES,  PASTOR  D.A.  LATTIMORE  JR. 
1-904-354-7893  (CHURCH)  (FAX  904-354-5883 


BIBLICAL  JOURNEY  TO  FINANCIAL  FREEDOM  WORKSHOPS 

In  this  powerful  seminar,  you  will  discover  the  symptoms  of  financial  bondage,  how 
to  get  out  of  debt  and  how  to  get  control  of  your  money. 

SPIRITUAL  PREPARATION  FOR  YOUR  JOURNEY 
In  order  for  you  to  get  the  most  out  of  this  "journey"  you  must  be  spirituall  prepared. 
The  basic  preparation  is  to  know  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior,  so  that  He  can  be 
your  spiritual  guide. 

The  Bible  teaches  that  no  matter  how  insignificant  by  worldly  striidards,  even  the  giving 
of  a  cup  of  cold  water  will  not  go  unrewarded.  What  a  deal !  The  Lord  who  takes  not  of  the 
sparrow's  fall  also  takes  not  of  all  the  Little  things  beUevers  do  for  the  Lord. 
Are  there  some  corrections  you  need  to  make  in  your  financial  Life  in  order  to  have  a 
"journey  to  financial  freedom?"  The  longer  you  wait  to  make  those  changes,  the  greater 
your  loss.  So,  don't  put  them  off;  get  started  today  on  a  "journey  to  financial  free- 
dom," which  includes  making  life's  only  lasting  investment. 

Purchasing  your  "Journey  to  Financial  Freedom"  workbook  from  Rev.  Tyrone  Mar- 
tin. Workshop  information  available  by  calling:  919-266-4709. 

Call  Today  to  Start  Your  Journey! 
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'      '  Voice  of  500,000  Nortli  Carolina  Baptists 


All  Roads  Lead  To  Winston-Salem,  NC 

For  Our  Historic 
135th  Year  Mid- Year  Session 


Dr.  Xrcliie  D.  Logan,  Jr.,  Ed.  D 

By  Dr,  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr., 
Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 

Greetings  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ! 
We  are  excited  about  our  historic  135" 
Year  Session  to  be  held  May  8-9,  2002 
at  the  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church,  1075 
Shalimar  Drive,  Winston-Salem,  NC, 
Dr.  John  Mendez,  Pastor. 

Joint  Sessions  with  the  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina  will 
highlight  our  MidYear  Session  on  May 
8~".  Over  the  years  we  have  joined  with 
the  North  Carolina  Baptist  in 
Fellowship  and  Ministry  Projects.  This 
will  be  the  first  meeting  of  our  two 
groups  during  this  Millennium.  We  are 
calling  on  all  Baptist  Churches  in  North 
Carolina  to  join   in  Evangelism  & 


prayer.  We  ask  that  each  church  dis- 
perse special  evangelistic  tracts  that  will 
be  provided  by  our  conventions.  We 
want  to  reach  SOUL  for  CHRIST!  Also 
we  want  each  Church,  following  the 
Mid-Year  Session  to  receive  an  offering 
or  to  give  building  materials  so  that  we 
can  build  or  repair  homes  for  deserving 
families  in  Eastern  North  Carolina. 

The  Laymen  of  the  two  Conventions 
will  build  these  homes  during,  2002, 
our  135""  Year.  Our  conventions  have 
worked  together  since  1867.  We  both 
are  New  Testament  Denominations;  we 
both  seek  to  save  the  lost  for  Jesus 
Christ;  we  both  have  compassion  for  the 
least  among  us.  Both  our  Boards  have 
endorsed  this  project.  Our  Session  in 
Winston-Salem  will  renew  our  commit- 
ment to  work  together  for  Kingdom 
Building  and  Soul  Salvation.  Join  us  we 
have  an  outstanding  program  planned. 

Among  the  special  guests  for  the  May 
8,  Joint  Session  are:  Dr.  Gardner  C. 
Taylor,  New  York  City;  Dr.  Don 
Bouldin,  Gary,  NC;  Dr.  H.  Wesley 
Wiley,  Washington,  DC;  Dr.  Jerry 
Pereira,  President,  NCBSC;  Dr.  James 
H.  Royston,  Executive  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  NCBSC  and  members  of  the 
NCBSC  and  its  Board. 

We  are  calling  all  our  churches  to  join 
us  in  a  Pre-Election  Workshop  for  our 
GBSC  elections  in  2002.  Our  Usher, 
Laymen  and  Congress  Auxiliaries  will 
be  electing  new  officers  July  15-20, 
2002  in  Raleigh,  NC  at  the  Martiji 
Street  Baptist  Church.  The  Parent  Body 
will  have  its  election  during  the  Annual 
Session,  October  28-31,  2002  in 
Fayetteville,  NC.  During  the  MidYear 
Session  we  will  explain  the  election 


procedures  and  how  many  messengers 
each  church  can  have.  Also  any  ques- 
tions that  you  might  have  about  the 
elections  will  be  answered. 

The  Session  will  feature  a  Joint  Walk 
For  Health;  Our  Annual  Vacation  Bible 
School  Workshop;  and  GBSC  Reports, 
Thursday  Morning,  May  9,  2002.  We 
will  close  with  the  Presidents  Hour. 
Below  is  a  draft  copy  of  the  program, 
please  plan  to  join  us.  We  are  asking 
that  churches  make  special  stewardship 
contributions  for  the  work. 

We  are  asking  each  Association  and 
Church  to  make  a  special  135""  Year 
Stewardship  Gift  of  $1,350.00;  and 
each  General  Baptist  to  give  $135.00 


for  our  celebration.  WE  NEED  YOUR 
SUPPORT  IN  MAY. 

MAKE  YOU  HOTEL  RESERVA- 
TIONS EARLY  AT  THE  ADAM'S 
MARK  HOTEL  OUR  HEADQUAR- 
TERS HOTEL. 


Mid-Year 
Session  Program 
on  Page  2. 


Change  for  Change 


ijnm,  left  io  rifihl) 

Dr.  Archie  Logan,  Jr.,  Rev.  Norman  T.  Davis,  Pastor  Bazzell  Creek  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
Fuquay  Varina,  Mrs.  Carol  J.  Smith,  Mrs.  Portia  Brandon 

Thank  You!  Bazzell  Creek  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Fuquay-Varina,  NC 


Celebrating  135  Years:  1867  -  2002 
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From  the  Desk  of  the  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 
Rev.  Archie  D.  Logartj  Jr.y  Ed.D. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  8,  2002 
Emmanuel  Baptist  Church,  Winston-Sale'm,  NC 
135th  MID-YEAR  SESSION 
Dr.  John  D.  Fuller,  Sr.,  President,  Presiding 

8:30  AM  REGISTRATION  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church,  Winston-Salem,  NC 

9:00  AM  Devotion   Rowan  Association 

9: 15  AM    1 35TH  MID- YEAR  SESSION  CALL  TO  ORDER  Dr.  John  D.  Fuller,  Sr., 

President 

9:25  AM  Welcome    Dr.  John  Mendez,  Host  Pastor 

9:30AM  -  PRE-ELECTION  WORKSHOP  -  THE  GENERAL  BAPTIST  STATE 

CONVENTION  2002  ELECTIONS:  AUXILIARIES  (July  15-20,  20020  AND  PARENT 
BODY  (October  28-31,  2002).   This  workshop  will  explain  in  detail  the  election  process 
for  church  messengers.  Pastors  or  their  designees  are  encouraged  to  be  present. 
1 1 :30  AM  GBSC  Vice  Presidents  Reports: 

Rev.  Nilous  Avery  II,  4th  Vice  President 
Rev.  N.  T.  Davis,  3rd  Vice  President 
Dr.  Howard  Parker,  2nd  Vice  President 
Dr.  John  H.  Grant,  1st  Vice  President 
Dr.  Charles  T.  Bullock,  Vice  President  at  Large 
12:00  Noon  Opening  Sermon  Dr.  Dumas  A.  Harshaw,  Jr. 

12:30  PM  Benediction  Pastor  Harshaw 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  8,  2002 
JOINT  SESSION  NCBSC  &  GBSC,  INC. 
Theme:  "WORKING  TOGETHER  TO  ADVANCE  THE  KINGDOM." 
Emmanuel  Baptist  Church,  Winston-Salem,  NC 

1 35th  ANNUAL  SESSION 
Dr.  John  Grant,  First  Vice  President,  Presiding 

2:30  PM  Devotion  High  Point  Association 

2:45  PM  Greetings: 

Dr.  Jerry  Pereira,  President   NC  Baptist  State  Convention 

Dr.John  D.  Fuller,  Sr.,  President  GBSC 

3:00  PM  Theme  Address:   Dr.  H.  Westley  Wiley,  Washington,  DC 

3 :45  PM  Evangelism  Witness  Update:(Rev.  James  Richardson)  &  GBSC  (Dr.  H.  C.  Miller) 

Special  Music  

4:00  PM  Theme  Sermon   Dr.  Don  Bouldin,  Gary,  NC 

Benediction  Dr.  Bouldin 

WEDNESDAY  EVENINIG,  MAY  8,  2002 
JOINT  SESSION  NCBSC  &  GBSC,  INC. 
Theme:  "WORKING  TOGETHER  TO  ADVANCE  THE  KINGDOM." 
Emmanuel  Baptist  Church,  Winston-Salem,  NC 
135th  ANNUAL  SESSION  Dr.  Howard  Parker,  Second  Vice  President,  Presiding 

7:30  PM  -  Devotion  Guilford  Association 

7:45  PM  Greetings:  Dr.  James  H.  Royston  NC  Baptist  State  Convention 

Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr  GBSC 

Project  Update   -  Survivor  Homes  for  Eastern  North  Carolina 

Special  Music 


The  Baptist  Informer 

Organ  of  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Inc. 
Voice  of  500,000  Baptists 
(USPS  042-680) 
Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr.,  Executive  Editor 
Dr.  Priscilla  A.  Brondie,  Executive  Editor 
Ms.  Carol  J.  Smith,  Managing  Editor 

Phyllis  D.  Coley,  Publisher 
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Published  the  first  of  each  month  at  Raleigh,  N.C. 
Second  class  postage  paid  at  Raleigh,  N.C.  27601  &  additional  mailing  offices. 
Postmaster  send  addresses  &  all  communications  for  publications  &  inquiry  to 
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THEME:  "  By  the  word  of  truth,  by  the  power  of  God,  by  the  armor 
of  righteousness..."  (II  Corinthians  6:7) 


Stewardship  Offering 

Introduction  of  Special  Guest  President  John  D.  Fuller,  Sr. 

8:30  PM  -  Joint  Session  Sermon  Dr.  Gardner  C.  Taylor,  Brooklyn,  New  York 

Benediction   Dr.  Taylor 

Evangelism  Worship 
Dr.  H.  C.  Miller,  Presiding 

9:30  PM  EVANGELISM  SERVICE  

Praise  &  Worship  Service  

Sermon  Reverend  Dr.  William  Height,  Durham,  NC 

THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  9,  2002 
Emmanuel  Baptist  Church,  Winston-Salem,  NC 
1 35th  ANNUAL  SESSION 
Reverend  N.  T.  Davis,  Third  Vice  President,  Presiding 
7:00-8:00  AM  JOIN  US  WALK  FOR  HEALTH  and  FITNESS 

8:30  AM  REGISTRATION  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church,  Winston-Salem,  NC 

9:00  AM  Devotion  Rowan  Association 

9: 15  AM  Vacation  Bible  School  Workshop 

9:45  AM  Auxiliary  Updates: 

W  BH&FMC  Mrs.  Julius  McDonald,  President 

Congress  Dr.  Jasper  Reed,  President 

Ushers   Mr.  Charles  Fletcher 

Laymen's  League  Mr.  Jarvis  Morgan 

Minister's  Council  Dr.  Leonozo  Lynch 

10:15  AM  -  Business  Session  &  Reports 

General  Board  Dr.  Charles  T.  Bullock 

Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  WBH&FMC  Dr.  Priscilla  A.  Brodie 

Executive  Secretary-Treasurer   Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr. 

Reports 

Baptist  Informer  Ms.  Phyllis  Coley 

Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Dr.  Dorothy  Paige 

Health  &  Human  Services   Dr.  Anita  Holmes 

J.  J,.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly   Rev.  Theodore  Breeden 

OISM  Chaplain  Michael  R.  Smith,  Sr. 

General  Baptist  Foundation   Mr.  Dexter  Perry 

GBSC  Housing  and  Disaster  Relief  Dr.  Thurman  B.  Everett 

135th  STEWARDSHIP  CAMPAIGN  UPDATE  &  Stewardship  Offering 
PRESIDENT'S  HOUR  -  12  Noon 

Introduction  of  Ecumenical  Guest   Dr.  John  D.  Fuller,  Sr. 

Special  Music   

ECUMENTICAL  ADDRESS  Bishop 

Adjournment    President  Fuller 

SPECIAL  THANK- YOU  TO  HOST  CHURCH,  PASTOR,  AREA  CHURCHES 

&  ASSOCIATIONS 


GBSC  Is  Available  To  Work  With  Churches 

By  Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr. 

Greetings!  The  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  is  available  to  work  with  your 
church  during  the  time  you  do  not  have  a  Pastor.  We  will  work  with  the  Deacons  and  other  officers 
to  provide  guidance  as  you  search  for  a  new  pastor  to  lead  your  church. 

Some  of  the  things  we  offer: 

•  We  have  ordained  Baptist  ministers  available  to  assist  the  Deacons  in  carrying  out  the  Church 

Ordinances:  Lord  Supper  and  Baptism. 

•  We  have  ordained  clergy  who  can  serve  as  an  "Interim  Minister"  in  your  church. 

•  Some  suggested  workshops: 

How  To  Select  An  Interim  Pastor? 

✓  How  To  Call  A  Pastor? 

✓  How  Much  Should  We  Pay  Our  Pastor? 
/  Church  Administration 

/  How  To  Plan  A  Church  Budget? 

Effective  Bible  Study 
/  Evangelism  Classes 
>/  Special  Training  For  Deacons/Trustees 
>/  Christian  Education  Planning 

Church  Development 
y  Please  call  if  you  are  interested  in  any  of  these  services! 
1-800-639-GBSC  (4272) 


it 
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The  Spirit  of  "Absolute  Arrogance" 

Pride  goeth  before  destruction,  and  an  haughty  spirit  before  a  fall  -  Proverbs  16:18 


by  Reverend  Dennis  Leach  B.S.  M.  Div., 

The  book  of  Proverbs;  is  said  to  be  a  col- 
lective gathering  of  the  wisdom  sayings  of 
King  Solomon;  historically  one  of  Israel's 
greatest  political  leaders.  In  it  he  gives  a 
plethoric  plate  of  practical  ethical  moral 
instructions  aimed  at  a  broad  target  audi- 
ence, from  political  rulers,  to  businessper- 
sons,  to  the  common  individual-  This  king- 
ly political  figure  is  best  known  for  his 
uncanny  wisdom,  which  according  to  scrip- 
ture has  its  origin  with  God,  and  can  be 
found  in  the  pericope  passage  of  (1  Kings 
3:3-15).  Here  we  have  in  this  dream  recol- 
lection; the  leading  political  figure  of  his 
nation  engaged  in  a  discussion,  related  to 
what  he  apparently  sees  as  a  theologically 
social  task,  leading,  and  judging  God's  peo- 
ple. What  follows  this  "dream  theophany" 
is  a  divine  importation  of  wisdom  from 
God,  and  a  part  of  that  is  what  Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes,  and  the  Song  of  Solomon  is  all 
about.  No  matter  how  you  wish  to  look  at 
Proverbs,  it  was  intended  to  be  ethical 
instructions  that  describe  ways  in  which  one 
should  make  choices  and  decisions  and  take 
action.  As  Baptist,  we  adhere  to  many  doc- 
trines one  of  which  is  the  "The  Authority  of 
the  Scriptures",  and  we  hold  high  the 
"Great  Commission",  so  to  some  extent 
perhaps  this  marriage  between  this  once 
political  giant.  King  Solomon,  and  his  many 
theocentric  social  paradigms  found  in 
Proverbs  should  be  celebrated.  Throughout 
the  book  of  Proverbs,  Solomon  undeniably 
links  together  the  theological  concept  of 
"God  centeredness",  and  "social  justice. 
And,  he  ultimately  exclaims  that;  "The  fear 
of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  knowledge, 
but  fools  despise  wisdom  and  instruction" 
(Proverbs  1:7). 

The  "Separation  of  Church  and  State" 
doctrine  espoused  by  America  and  some 
other  democratic  nations  was  adopted 
because  of  the  marry  historical  abuses  per- 
petrated by  governments  that  had  essential- 
ly become  church  states,  or  to  put  it  another 
way;  states  that  were  controlled  by  the 
church,  or  the  church  that  was  controlled  by 
the  state.  This  all  came  about  because  either 
the  priests  were  seeking  the  approval  and 
support  of  the  monarch,  or  the  monarch  eras 
seeking  the  support  and  approval  of  the 
priest.  ,Axed,  to  further  complicate  this 
already  unstable  marriage  or  union  is  the 
undeniably  unpredictable  church's  "modis 
operandi",  its  method  of  operation  or  its 
foundation.  For  you  see  the  church's  foun- 
dation is  a  spiritual  one,  and  it  focuses  on 
the  "rush",  "pneuma",  or  the  spirit  realm  in 
terms  of  its  vision  and  practices.  Because, 
of  the  church's  focus,  and  emphasis  on  spir- 
ituality and  the  mysteries  that  surround  its 
functional  theological  foundation  it  has 
often  been  a  fertile  breeding  ground  for  the 
religiously  absurd,  which  has  often  pro- 

Highlights  from  the  Minister's  Council 
on  Page  14 


duced  horrendous  social  results  for  the 
common  people.  From  fixes,  imprisonment, 
and  even  death  being  levied,  against  those 
who  were  seen  or  labeled  as  heretics,  rever- 
ent, or  unfaithful  in  religious  attendance. 
This  all  took  place  under  the  irontlsted 
sway  of  the  European  church,  which  exer- 
cised these  measures  on  it  citizenry.  The 
rise  of  church  states,  or  state  churches 
helped  to  facilitate  a  dark  and  sorrowful 
period  in  the  history  of  the  Christian 
church,  and  ultimately  led  to  the  Protestant 
Reformation.  If  you  looked  at  the  historical 
actions  and  attitudes  of  the  church,  or  polit- 
ical leaders  of  that  day,  you  could  detect  and 
surmise  that  they  were  operating  under  the 
spirit  of  "absolute  arrogance." 

That  spirit  has  reappeared,  and  today  we 
are  also  living  in  threatening  times,  and 
faceless  nameless  terrorist  do  not  represent 
the  greatest  of  those  threats.  For  those  in  the 
church  who  are  in  tune  with  the  word  of  the 
Lord  there  ought  to  be  a  spirit  of  uneasiness 
in  light  of  the  posture,  and  position  that  this 
nation,  and  its  political  leaders  have  taken. 
They  have  summoned  us  to  silence  in  the 
name  of  patriotism  and  have  asked  us  to 
surrender  our  Christian  will  as  they  execute 
what  they  deem  justice.  Silence,  has  always 
been  the  way  of  maintaining  the  status  quo, 
be  it  political,  economic,  or  social.  And,  to 
make  matters  worse  leading  the  way  is 
President  Bush,  who  says  he  is  a  Christian. 
In  this  country,,  citizens  have  been  asked  to 
keep  silent  especially  when  it  comes  to  the 
President.  The  Attorney  General,  John 
Ascroft  said:  "it  is  tantamount  to  treason  to 
criticize  a  sitting  President  when  the  nation 
is  at  war."  Ira  retrospect  his  words  hint  at 
"Hooverism".  The  late  J.  Edgar  Hoover 
called  any,  and  everyone  a  communist  to 
include  the  late  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jar., 
who  spoke  out  against  governmental  poli- 
cies, and  practices  that  historically  margin- 
alized Black  citizens.  The  white  secular  and 
religious  media  has  given  the  President  a 
rubber  stamp  of  approval,  and  takes  every 
opportunity  to  present  him  as  America's 
best  and  brightest  hope  for  the  future.  If  you 
listen  to  the  collective  voices  of  those  in  the 
Bush  cabinet  you  can  see  that  he  has  sur- 
rounded himself  with  admirers,  which  only 
helps  to  fan  the  fire  of  his  arrogance.  That 
works  when  your  motives  and  focus'  are 
selfcentered  and  self-serving.  His  loyalty  is 
to  his  party,  and  his  perceived  constituents, 
not  God,  or  the  church.  The  church,  and  its 
God  are  merely  political  pawns  courted 
when  the  mood  serves  his  interest.  The 
worst  thing  for  a  world  in  chaos  is  a  self- 
serving  arrogant  person  in  power.  The 
eleventh  day  of  September,  although  tragic, 
appears  to  have  blurred  the  lines  between 
justice  and  righteousness,  and  they  have 
taken  a  bade  seat  to  politically  motivated 
retribution  and  punishment.  The  Apostle 
Paul  in  his  letter  to  the  church  at  Rome  talks 
about  God  turning  people  over  to  their  own 
ill  will,  which  leads  to  destruction  (Romans 
1:28). 


We  have  been  fed  a  constant  media  bar- 
rage of  militaristic  political  propaganda 
without  regard  for  the  total  value  of  human 
life.  Who  is  this  God  who  sends  his  Son  to 
die  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world?  And 
how  does  God  measure  the  weight,  and 
worth  of  human  souls?  Is  a  Palestinian  soul 
of  equal  worth  to  a  Jewish  soul  with  God? 
And  is  an  Afghani  soldier's  soul  of  equal 
worth  to  an;  , American  soldiers  soul  with 
God? 

The  image  of  a  servant,  whether  it  is  a 
Christian,  or  a  political  one,  has  gone 
through  many  social  metamorphoses.  What 
does  it  mean  to  serve  in  America,  and  what 
does  it  mean  to  serve  in  the  church?  Has 
serving  in  America  taken  the  way  of.  least 
"eternal"  responsibility,  accountability,  and 
resistance  for  those  who  serve?  That  cannot 
be  so  for  Christian  leaders,  'Tor  to  whom 
much  is  given,  much  is  required"  (Luke 
12:48).  In  fact,  when  you  really  look  at  it, 
those  who  hold  political  offices'  in  this 
country  end  up  a  lot  better  off  then  the  peo- 
ple they  supposedly  seek  to  serve.  I  must 
admit  Church  and  political  leaders  some- 
times follow  a  similar  vein,  what  is 
done  is  supposedly  in  the  best  interest  of  the 
people.  But,  I  do  not  believe  George  Bush 
does  not  has  the  kind  of  moral  courage,  for- 
titude, or  Christian  wherewithal  to  move  the 
country  in  the  direction  it  really  needs  to  go. 
And,  that  direction,  is  toward  social  and 
economic  healing.  .Arrogance  makes  him 
too  busy  with  his  public  relation  team; 
working  on  what  he  believes  to  be  impor- 
tant, which  is  his  presidential  legacy. 

The  only  drum  that  Mr.  Bush  has  beaten 
since  91  I  has  been  the  war  drum.  At  some 
point  one  has  to  ask,  has  America  become 
so  aberrant  about  retribution  in  the  wake  of 
911  that  nothing  else  matters?  And,  then 
where  is  the  church,  and  what  position 
should  it  take?  The  Methodist  Council  of 
Churches  in  its  last  meeting  condemned  war 
for  any  reason.  The  Association  of  Medical 
Doctors  condemned  the  conflict  in 
Afghanistan.  Mr.  Bush  lice  Solomon  needs 
a  counter-balance  to  keep  him  from  tipping 
to  far  in  one  direction,  God.  His  claim  is 
that  he  is  a  nonpartisan  President,  but  when 
you  look  at  his  legislative  posture  and  agen- 
da he  overwhelmingly  favors  big  industry, 
and  the  ultra  rich.  Lewis  Lapham  writing  in 
the  Harpers  Magazine  is  correct,  "91 1  has 
proven  to  be  a  financial  boon  for  the 
defense  industry,  and  George  Bush's 
wealthy  friends.  Whether  he  is  a  Christian  I 
know  not,  but  above  all  he  is  a  politician.  He 
makes  the  rich  richer.  For  me,  in  spite  of  his 
public  relations  team.  President  Bush  is  not 
what  he  appears  to  be  in  the  media..  Instead 
of  a  brave  fearless  leader,  I  see  a  man 
because  of  arrogance  too  afraid  to  step  out 
of  line  with  what  he  believes  is  his  own  des- 
tiny. 

I  am  concerned,  about  the  direction  this 
country,  and  ultimately  the  church  is  going 
in.  We  are  allegedly  going  towards  peace, 
traveling  down  the  corridors  of  war.  A»d, 


Dr.  John  D.  Fuller, 


leading  the  way  there  is  a  damning  "spirit  of 
arrogance"  that  seems  to  have  taking  a 
strangle  hold  on  the  identity,  mind  and  col- 
lective personality  of  some  of  this  nations 
leaders.  It  is  not  a  sprit  that  lends  itself  to 
God  accountability,  for  it  asserts  that  any- 
thing that  is  to  be  accounted  must  be  mea- 
sured by  itself.  It  is  prevalent  and  pervasive 
throughout  Western  ideology  and  culture, 
for  that  reason  it  knows  no  boundaries.  To 
put  it  in  layman  terms,  it's  in  every  arena  of 
our  society.  It  expresses  itself  undeniably 
and  unashamedly  in  America's  worldview. 
Which,  like  a  schoolyard  bully  bogards  and 
forces  a  one  sided  agenda  that  leaves  others 
socially,  economically,  culturally,  and  spiri- 
tually bruised.  It  causes  those  who  adhere  to 
its  principles  to  deny  the  reality  of  others 
for  the  sake  of  its  own.  It  is  everywhere.  In 
politics,  the  media,  and  sad  to  say  even  in 
the  church.  This  spirit  causes  this  nation  to 
close  its  ears,  eyes,  and  mouth  to  everything 
that  is  not  like  it.  It  causes  the  wicked,  and 
sinners  alike  to  justify  all  their  wicked 
deeds. 

In  conclusion,  when  the  clergy  enter  into 
this  sociological  political  foray  one  might  at 
a  minimum  expect  that  their  position,  or 
propositions  would  be  "theocentric",  and 
biblically  based.  On  the  other  hand  politi- 
cians assert  when  it  comes  down:  to  honor- 
ing the  demands  of  justice,  and  righteous- 
ness they  say  that's  in  the  past  so  we  do  not 
have  to  honor  it.  Left  behind  is  an  unpaid 
moral  debt!  When  they  want  to  win  our  sen- 
timent, they  just  parade  before  us  the  high 
sounding  words  of  sonar  ethical  document 
to  which  they  have  never  been  obliged  to 
uphold  or  apply  to  all  people-  A  society  can 
claim  to  have,  or  hold  all  the  values  it  feels 
it  needs  to  express  itself  in  terms  of  worth 
and  credibility,  but  if  those  values  remain  a 
part  of  a  historical  document  and  do  not 
express  themselves  in  practical  acts  of  jus- 
tice among  its  people,  it  should  be  classified 
as  extinct.  And,  perhaps  Ike  prehistoric 
dinosaurs  the 

Christianity  that  Jesus  espoused  for  all  peo- 
ple for  all  times  in  this  country  is  becoming 
extinct.  But,  when  God's  children  become 
afraid  he  has  away  of  showing  us  his  hand, 
to  calm  our  doubts,  and  sooth  our  fears. 
When  I  was  afraid  that  a  particular  political 
continued  on  page  24 
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Reminders 


1.  JJ.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly 

The  Woman's  Convention  has  been  assured  that  the  Assembly  will 
be  open  for  our  Spring  and  Summer  activities.  Therefore,  regular 
activities  are  to  occur  at  the  usual  times  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

2.  Scholarship  Program 

Young  Adult  or  youth  applying  for  scholarships  should  apply  on  or  before  May 
31,  2002,  (See  brochure). 

3.  The  State- Wide  Leaders'  Workshop  will  convene  for  all  departments 

at  the  Raleigh  Civic  Center  on  Saturday,  April  6,  2002.  The  session  begins  at 
9:00  a.m.  However,  registration  begins  at  8:00  a.m.  for  those  who  have  not  pre- 
registered.  Registration  is  $6.00  and  pre-registration  is  $5.00!  Please  secure  a 
pre-registration  form  from  the  office  and  return  it  with  the  funds  by  March  15, 
2002.  You  may  duplicate  forms. 

4.  The  22nd  Ministers  WivesAVidows'  Retreat  is  scheduled  for  Saturday,  May 
4,  2002,  at  the  Baptist  Assembly,  Laurel  Hill.  All  ministers'  wives/widows  are 
invited.  The  advance  fee  for  those  who  plan  to  come  on  Saturday  is  $18.00. 
For  those  who  come  on  Friday  and  spend  the  night,  the  advance  fee  is  $25.00. 
For  those  who  come  on  Friday  and  spend  the  night,  the  on-site  fee  is  $26.00 
(People  who  spend  the  night  need  to  bring  bed  linens  and  toiletries.)  Please 
pick-up  a  form  at  the  April  Workshop  or  send  to  the  office  for  one  and  return  it 
April  19,  2002.  On-site  donation  is  $20.00  for  Saturday  only.  There  will  be  a 
class  for  ministers  who  accompany  their  wives.  They  (husbands)  are  asked  to 
pay  the  same  fees  as  given  for  the  wives. 


5.  The  Leadership  Training  Conference  will  convene  the  week  of  June  3-7, 
2002  at  the  Baptist  Assembly,  Laurel  Hill.  The  fee  is  $125.00  per  person. 
Please  send  to  the  office  for  forms  and  return  by  May  1 2,  2002. 

6.  The  Youth  Bible  Camp  will  be  held  June  9-14,  2002  (Week  1);  June  16-21, 
2002  (Week  2);  June  23-28,  2002  (Week  3).  The  fee  for  the  regular  camper  is 
$160.00  and  for  the  day  camper  is  $  100.00.  Campers  are  received  on  a  first- 
come  basis.  The  fee  or  a  non-refundable  deposit  of  $10.00  must  be  sent  along 
with  the  completed  registration  form,  health  form,  and  parental  or  guardian 
statement  form.  Please  contact  the  office  for  forms. 

7.  Self-Denial  Envelopes  can  be  secured  from  the  office.  Funds  should  be  sent  to 
the  office  prior  to  this  year's  Annual  Session  (Sec  notice  included.). 

8.  The  118th  Annual  Session  Pre-Convention  Banquet  Tickets  may  be  secured 
from  the  office  now.  Tickets  in  advance  are  $30.00  and  at  the  door,  $31.00. 
Please  send  your  ticket  request  along  with  funds  to  the  office. 

9.  Housing  Reservation  Forms  for  the  1 1 8th  Annual  Session  are  now  available  from  the 
office.  Please  complete  the  form  and  send  it  directly 

to  the  host  hotel,  Adam's  Mark,  Winston-Salem.  The  Annual  Session 
Assembly  will  meet  July  29-August  1,  2002  at  the  Benton  Convention 
Center,  Winston-Salem. 

10.  The  Young  Adult  Retreat  will  meet  at  St.  Paul  Baptist  Church,  Charlotte, 
Dr.  Gregory  Moss,  pastor,  May  31-June  1,  2002.  Please  secure  a  form 
from  the  office  and  return  by  the  given  date. 

11.  Our  budget  for  fiscal  year  2001-2002  is  $801,357.00  in  terms  of 
$33,500.00  -  Shaw  Divinity  School;  $49,500.00  -  Shaw  University; 
$80,200.00  -  Foreign  Missions;  $36,500.00  -  Central  Children's  Home; 
$561,157.00  -  State  Missions;  $40,500.00  -  Baptist  Assembly.  Please  send 
contributions  for  the  Woman's  Convention  made  payable  to  the  Woman's 
Baptist  State  Convention  or  Woman's  Baptist  Home  and  Foreign 
Missionary  Convention.  Please  mail  contributions  and  correspondence  to 
P.O.  Box  1818,  Raleigh  NC  27602.  .  .    ,  , 


Spring  Time,  Seed  Time 

By  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  Brodie 


"How  Great  Thou  Art" 

O  Lord  my  God,  when  1  in  awe-some  won- 
der Con-sid-er  all  the  worlds  Thy  hands 
have  made,  I  see  the  stars,  1  hear  the  roll- 
ing thun-der.  Thy  pow'r  thru-out  the  un-i- 
verse  dis-played! 

When  thru  the  woods  and  for-est  glades  I 
wan-der  Aiid  hear  the  birds  sing  sweet-ly  in 
the  trees.  When  I  look  down  from  loft-y 
moun-tain  gran-deur  And  hear  the  brook 
and  feel  the  gen-tle  breeze, 

And  when  I  think  that  God,  His  Son  not 
spar-ing  Sent  Him  to  die,  I  scarce  can  take 
it  in-  That  on  the  cross,  my  bur-den  glad-ly 
bear-ing.  He  bled  and  died  to  take  a- way 
my  sin! 

When  Christ  shall  come  with  shout  of  ac- 
cla-ma-tion  And  take  me  home,  what  joy 
shall  fill  my  heart!  Then  I  shall  bow  in 
hum-ble  ad-o-ra-tion  And  there  pro-claim, 
my  God,  how  great  Thou  art! 

Then  sings  my  soul,  my  Sav-ior  God,  to 
Thee;  How  great  Thou  art,  how  great  Thou 
art!  Then  sings  my  soul,  my  Sav-ior  God, 
to  Thee;  How  great  Thou  art,  how  great 
Thou  art! 

-Stuart  K.  Hine 


Last  month  we  celebrated  Easter,  a 
time  to  reflect  on  the  Resurrection  of 
Jesus  who  was  sent  by  His  Father  God 
"that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him 
should  not  perish  but  have  everlasting 
life."  After  the  rising  of  the  Son,  are  the 
disciples  empowered  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  go  forth  to  sow  the  Seed  and  the 
Word  of  God,  Jesus.  They  preach  and 
teach  about  the  Word  of  God,  Jesus  who 
continues  to  harvest  men  and  women 
whose  hearts  are  made  to  be  acceptable 
soil.  Some  people  spring  up  to  be  apos- 
tles, prophets,  evangelists,  pastors, 
teachers,  exhorters,  givers,  rulers,  doers 
of  mercy,  helpers,  speakers  with  wis- 
dom, speakers  v.ith  knowledge,  and 
others  as  listed  in  the  Scriptures.  How 
Great  God  Is! 

Then  as  a  Christian  organization 
should  we  be  reminded  that  it  is  time 
for  us  to  fulfill  our  mission  to  help 
churches  sow  the  Word  that  springs 
forth  fruit,  persons  who  believe  in 
Christ  and  who  receive  their  assignment 
as  it  pleases  Him  .  Therefore,  let  us 
remember  to  support  and  participate  in 
the  listed  events  which  follow,  as  well 
as  those  unlisted. 


Julias  McDonald 
President 
Woman 's  Baptist  Home 
&  Foreign  Missionary  Convention 
of  North  Carolina 
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Publisher 


To  God  Be  the  Glory! 

I  am  the  new  Publisher  of  the  Baptist  Informer  and  you  are 
holding  in  your  hands  the  first  issue  of  "the  Informer  that  I 
pubHshed.  And  with  the  grace  of  God,  I  pray  that  I  will  be 
able  to  make  the  Baptist  Informer  all  that  He  would  have  it 
to  be. 

Let  me  tell  you  how  God  has  been  working  in  my  life  and 
prepared  me  for  what  is  now  my  work  with  the  Baptist 
Informer.  I  have  worked  in  radio  news  and  promotions 
wrote  for  local  newspapers  and  worked  in  marketing.  In 
1997,  the  owners  of  the  Winston  Salem  Chronicle  and  the 
Charlotte  Post  formed  a  company.  Consolidated  Media 
Group  for  the  purpose  of  starting  an  African  American 
newspaper  in  the  Raleigh-Durham  area.  They  contracted  me 
to  start  that  newspaper.  The  Triangle  Tribune. 

Combined  they  had  over  30  years  experience  and  with  my 
knowledge  and  tenacity,  the  project  worked.  But  I  know  I 
gained  more  from  that  experience  than  they  did.  Although  I 
know  there  is  always  more  to  learn,  from  this  experience  I 


God  stated  working  in  my  life,  showing  and 
guiding  me  in  a  different  direction 


learned  the  newspaper  business  well  enough  to  benefit  oth- 
ers with  my  knowledge. 

I  was  guided  by  God  to  start  an  event  planning  company. 
Another  Coley  Event,  in  May  2000  while  still  with  the 
Triangle  Tribune.  My  first  contract  was  with  IBM  to  handle 
the  ground  transportation  for  800  IBM  associates  from 
around  the  world  during  a  four-day  conference  held  in 
Research  Triangle  Park.  My  next  project  was  the  Aggie 
Eagle  Football  Classic  2001.  Both  of  these  projects  afford- 
ed me  the  opportunity  to  plan  events  for  large  groups.  I 
eventually  left  the  Triangle  Tribune  in  July  2001 . 

Since  that  time  I  have  worked  on  several  community  orient- 
ed projects.  In  January  of  this  year  I  handled  the  press  and 
publicity  for  Rev.  Al  Sharpton  when  he  visited  Raleigh- 
Durham.  I  met  Dr.  Archie  Logan  and  Ms.  Carol  Smith  at  a 
luncheon  for  Rev.  Sharpton  at  St.  Augustine's  College.  We 
talked  about  my  background  and  about  me  helping  with  the 
Baptist  Informer.  I  told  them  that  I  was  starting  my  own 
magazine  and  could  only  offer  them  some  consultation. 


Well,  God  started  working  in  my  life,  showing  and  guiding 
me  in  a  different  direction.  I  met  with  Dr.  Logan  and  finally 


made  the  commitment  to  publish  the  Baptist  Informer.  God 
made  me  see  that  all  the  places  and  work  he  had  made  a  way 
for  me  to  experience  was  preparing  me  to  publish  the 
Baptist  Informer  and  to  assist  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  in  the  planning  of  its  events. 

I  am  still  publishing  the  magazine,  ACE  Magazine  of  the 
Triangle,  and  the  first  issue  will  be  published  in  May.  God 
has  shown  me  that  there  is  a  need  reach  the  secular  world  so 
that  they  may  be  informed  and  uplifted.  It  will  be  distributed 
in  Food  Lions  and  Lowe's  Food  Stores  in  Wake,  Durham, 
Orange,  Franklin,  Johnston,  Granville  and  Alamance  coun- 
ties, as  well  as,  churches  in  Wake,  Durham  and  C3range 
counties. 


I  NEED  TO  ASK  FOR  YOUR  HELP 

I  would  like  to  first  ask  for  your  prayers  that  I  would  do  a 
job  that  will  be  pleasing  in  God's  sight.  Second,  I  need  you 
to  help  me  to  make  the  Baptist  Informer  the  newspaper  that 
you  will  be  proud  of.  There  are  some  things  that  I  really 
need  you  to  do  to  help  me  make  sure  the  process  runs 
smoothly  and  the  news  get  out  in  a  timely  and  professional 
manner. 

YOUR  CAN  HELP  ME  BY: 

•  Praying  for  me,  my  family  and  the  GBSC  and  giving  me 
feedback  about  the  Baptist  Informer.  My  email  address  is 
acoleyevent@msn.com  and  my  phone  number  is  (919)  956- 
7673. 

■  Getting  your  articles  to  GBSC  by  the  1 0th  of  each  month 
before  the  article  is  to  run.  This  is  because  we  need  the  arti- 
cles, to  know  the  length,  content  etc.  to  be  able  to  lay  the 
paper  out.  Information  that  reaches  us  after  that  date  causes 
us  to  have  to  start  the  process  over.  And  that  causes  the 
GBSC  money  because  the  layout  people  are  paid  by  the 
hour.  So  in  an  effort  to  keep  costs  manageable,  WE  CAN 
NO  LONGER  ACCEPT  ARTICLES  AFTER  THE  TENTH 
OF  THE  MONTH. 

•  E-mailing  or  sending  your  articles  on  disk.  When  you 
send  your  article  in  typed  or  handwritten,  it  has  to  be  redone 
by  the  layout  person,  again  adding  to  the  cost.  If  you  will 
contact  Ms.  Carol  Smith,  she  can  help  you  to  get  your  arti- 
cle into  the  format  that  we  need  it  in.  ARTICLES  SHOULD 
BE  EMAILED  TO  cjsgbsc@aol.com  or  put  on  disk  and 
delivered  to  GBSC. 

•  Paying  your  subscription  renewal  fees.  Please  read  the  let- 
ter from  Dr.  Logan  that  is  inserted  in  the  paper.  Paying  your 
fees  promptly  will  help  us  not  have  to  stop  you  from  receiv- 


Phyllis  Coley 

ing  the  Baptist  Informer  and  knowing  what's  happening 
around  the  state. 


•  Paying  for  your  advertisements  that  have  been  running. 
Bills  will  be  going  out  soon  and  we  need  you  to  pay  as  soon 


/  would  like  to  first  ask  for  your  prayers  that 
I  would  do  a  job  that  will  be  pleasing  in 
God's  sight.  Second,  I  need  you  to  help  me 
make  the  Baptist  Informer  the  newspaper 
that  you  will  be  proud  of. 


as  you  receive  it  since  your  ad  has  already  run  in  the  paper. 
•  Sending  in  color  pictures  from  events  or  activities  at  your 
church  that  other  Baptist  should  know  about.  You  must  iden- 
tify the  people  in  the  picture  and  tell  me  about  the  event  or 
activity.  The  pictures  cannot  be  returned  unless  you  .send  a 
stamped,  self-  addressed  envelope  large  enough  for  the  pic- 
ture. 


NEW  ADVERTISING  RATES 
Effective  April  1,  2002 

Nonprofit  or  Church  ad  rates 

1  Month       3  Months  6  Months  2  Months 

FULL  PAGE  $350.00        $875.00  $1650.00  $3000.00 

HALF  PAGE  $200.00        $525.00  $900.00  $1500.00 

QUARTER  PAGE      $125.00        $300.00  $475.00  $  800.00 

EIGHTH  PAGE         $  80.00       $195.00  $  325.00  $  540.00 


For  profit  company  ad  rates 

1  Month  3  Months  6  Months  12  Months 

FULL  PAGE  $500.00  $1275.00  $2250.00  $3900.00 

HALF  PAGE  $325.00  $  825.00  $1350.00  $2100.00 

QUARTER  PAGE      $200.00  $510.00  $  900.00  $1500.00 

EIGHTH  PAGE         $150.00  $  375.00  $  600.00  $  900.00 
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Usher's  News 


"Bed-Toting, 
-Roof-Climbing  Ushers: 

Being  Committed  to  the  Task  and  Creative  in  tiie  Taslc" 

A  Presentation  to  the 
North  Carolina  Baptist  Ushers  Auxiliary 
of  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention 

Saturday,  February  23,  2002 

Presented  by  The  Reverend  Haywood  T.  Gray 
Pastor,  Temple  Memorial  Baptist  Church,  High  Point 

Luke  5:17: 

And  it  came  to  pass  on  a  certain  day,  as  he  was  teaching,  that  there  were  Pharisees  and 
doctors  of  the  la*  sitting  by,  which  were  come  out  of  every  town  of  GaUlee,  and  Judaea, 
and  Jerusalem:  and  the  power  of  the  Lord  was  present  to  heal  them: 

5:18: 

And,  behold,  men  brought  in  a  bed  a  man  which  was  taken  with  a  palsy:  and  they  sought 
means  to  bring  him  in,  and  to  lay  him  before  him. 

5:19: 

And  when  they  could  not  find  by  what  way  they  might  bring  him  in  because  of  the  multitude, 
they  went  upon  the  housetop,  and  let  him  down  through  the  tiling  with  his  couch 
into  the  midst  before  Jesus. 

5:20: 

And  when  he  saw  their  faith,  he  said  unto  him,  Man,  thy  sins  are  forgiven  thee. 

You're  Working  While  He's  Working 
"  ...  as  He  was  teachingteaching...  " 

1.  Ushers  Serve  in  the  Context  of  Worship 

•  The  Bible  indicates  that  Church  was  going  on  in  this  story. 

•  Ushers  need  to  be  serious  about  what  they  do  because  what  they  do  is  a  part  of  worship. 

•  What  ushers  do  in  the  context  of  worship,  therefore,  becomes  holy  -  it  is  an  offering  to 
God. 

•  Ushers  should  do  nothing  to  detract  from  the  spirit  of  worship  or  that  will  prevent 
others  from  experiencing  worship. 

It  Takes  All  Kinds  to  Make  a  Congregation 
"  ...  which  were  come  out  of  every  town  ...  " 

2.  Ushers  Need  to  Recognize  That  They  Will  Have  to 
Serve  Different  People 

•  The  crowd  that  gathered  around  Jesus  in  the  text  was  diverse. 

•  All  kinds  of  people  come  to  Church. 

•  Different  people  have  different  needs  and  present  different  challenges.. 

Volunteers  in  the  Lord's  Armv 
"  ...  And,  behold,  men  ...  " 

3.  Ushers  Are  Volunteers;  They  Deserve  Appreciation 

•  The  men  who  brought  the  sick  man  had  to  sacrifice  (time,  energy,  effort)  to  bring  the 
man  to  the  Lord. 

•  Ushers  make  significant  sacrifices  to  serve. 

•  Ushers  (sadly)  enough  are  greatly  unappreciated  in  our  Churches. 

•  Pastors  should  do  more  to  show  appreciation;  Church  leaders  should  do  more  to  show 
gratitude;  Church  members  should  do  more  to  say  thank  you. 

4.  Ushers  Are  Volunteers;  Quit  Complaining 

•  The  men  who  brought  the  sick  man  had  no  right  to  grumble  about  how  heavy  the  man 
was;  they  volunteered  for  the  job.  The  man  did  not  ask  them. 

•  Ushers  are  not  forced  into  service,  but  they  volunteer  for  service. 

•  Prospective  ushers  should  know  what  they  are  getting  into  before  they  join.  Not  every 
one  is  cut  out  to  be  an  usher. 

You're  Part  of  a  Team 

"  ...  brought  in  a  bed  a  man  which  was  taken  with  a  palsy 


5.  Ushers  Need  to  be  Going  the  Same  Way 

•  The  sick  man  was  brought.  The  bringers  of  the  man  had  to  be  going  the  same  way. 

•  Ushers  should  strive  for  consistency  among  all  usher  groups  and  among  all  ushers  in  the 
group.  Everyone  needs  to  be  going  the  same  way.. 

•  Ushers  should  do  nothing  to  detract  from  the  spirit  of  worship  or  that  will  prevent 
others  from  experiencing  worship. 

6.  Every  Usher  Needs  to  Carry  His  Own  Corner 

•  It  was  a  team  effort  to  carry  the  man,  but  every  man  had  a  corner  and  every  man  was 
expected  to  carry  his  comer. 

•  Ushers  need  to  carry  out  the  responsibility  of  the  assignment  given. 

•  Failure  to  do  so  means  that  some  important  work  will  be  left  undone. 

7.  It's  the  People,  Not  You 

•  The  men  set  out  with  a  single  purpose  in  mind:  to  get  the  sick  man  to  Someone  who 
could  help  him.  Their  focus  never  changed  from  the  sick  man. 

•  Ushers  need  to  remember  that  their  purpose  is  to  serve  others. 

•  Not  to  seek  glory  or  honor  or  recognition,  but  to  serve  others. 

•  Not  to  impress,  repress,  or  depress,  but  to  serve  others. 

•  Not  to  see  or  to  be  seen,  but  to  serve  others. 

It's  A  Real  Job 

" ...  sought  means  to  bring  him  in,  arid  to  lay  him  before  him  ...  " 

8.  The  job  of  an  Usher  is  Hard  Work 

•  These  men  had  to  labor  to  accomplish  their  goal. 

•  Ushers  have  to  work  (provide  the  service)  and  have  to  work  at  it  (practice  the 
service)  and  have  to  work  on  it  (prepare  for  the  service). 

•  There  are  no  "holidays,"  "dress  down  days,"  or  "laid  back  days.". 

Expect  the  Unexpected,  Anticipate  the  Unanticipated 
"  ...  And  when  they  could  not  find  by  what  way...  " 

9.  Things  Don't  Always  Go  According  to  Plan 

•  The  men  did  not  expect  to  be  met  by  such  a  great  crowd 

•  Ushers  need  to  be  able  to  adapt  to  the  situations  that  confront  them. 

•  Brainstorming  and  planning  will  help  ushers  to  do  this. 

Church  Folk  Will  Be  Church  Folk 

"     because  of  the  multitude  ..." 

10.  The  Crowd  Will  Not  Always  Cooperate 

•  Notice  that  the  crowd  did  not  make  a  way  for  them  to  get  the  man  in  the  house  where 
Jesus  was. 

•  Ushers  need  hot  be  surprised  that  people  will  not  always  cooperate. 

•  Sometimes  people  do  not  know.  Sometimes  people  are  not  aware. 

•  Sometimes  people  just  don't  care. 

•  Ushers  should  let  bitter  people  make  them  bitter;  bitter  people  should  make  ushers  better. 

You  Have  To  Be  Smarter  Than  the  Crowd 
" ...  they  went  upon  the  housetop...  " 

11.  Develop  a  Strategy  to  Get  the  Job  Done 

•  The  men  did  not  give  up  when  Plan  A  failed;  they  came  up  with  Plan  B. 

•  Ushers  should  develop  strategies  to  effective  handle  the  crowd  in  whatever  situation.  Be  smarter 
than  the  people  you  serve. 

•  Know  what  will  work  and  what  will  not  work  beforehand. 

The  Service  Is  Over:  Your  Feet  Hurt,  Your  Head 
Aches,  Your  Uniform  Needs  to  be  Put  In  the 
Cleaners!  And  Nobody  Even  Notices  That  You 
Were  There 

"  .  And  when  He  saw  their  faith 

12.  Congratulations!  Job  Well  Done 

•  Ushers  have  done  a  good  job  when  they  were  not  the  center  of  attraction. 

•  Ushers  have  done  a  good  job  when  they  have  served  the  needs  of  the  crowd. 

•  Ushers  have  done  a  good  job  when  it  goes  so  smoothly  they  the  ushers  seem  lost  in  the  crowd. 

•  But  Somebody  was  paying  attention  and  Somebody  will  remember. 
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Laymen's  League  News 


General  Baptist  State  Convention 
Laymen's  League 
presents 
Mini  Skills  Conference  2002 

May  18,  10:00  am 
J.J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly, 
Laurel  Hill  NC 


Romas  L.  Hales 
Laymen 's  League  Coordinator 

Laymen's  League 
By  Romas  L.  Hales 

The  State  Laymen's  League  Quarterly 
Study  Commission  Meeting  was  held  on 
Saturday,  March  9,  2002  at  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  where  Dr 
Dumas  A.  Harshaw,  Jr  serves  as  Pastor. 
The  Executive  Committee  Meeting  was 
held  at  9  a.m.  and  the  regular  meeting  start- 
ed at  10:00  a.m.  The  First  Vice  president 
John  Gladden  called  the  meeting  to  order. 
Following  the  Devation  by  the  host  Laymen 
we  had  the  welcome  by  the  host  Laymen 
president  Brother  Dwight  Spencer.  Brother 
Howard  Graham,  State  Laymen  past  presi- 
dent gave  the  response  to  the  welcome. 
Greetings  were  given  by  the  president 
Jarvis  Morgan  and  by  the  Reverend  Wright 
Caldwell  of  First  Baptist  Church.  We  were 
entertained  with  music  by  Deacon 
Randolph  Bazemore  of  First  Baptist 
Church. 

Brother  Theodore  David,  State  Laymen 
Third  Vice  president  conducted  the 
Christian  Education  session.  His  topic  was 
from  the  Scripture  Hebrews  12:1-2. 
Brother  David's  topic  was  "Committed 
Christians  Running  the  Christian  Race." 
He  made  a  good  comparison  of  the  Casual 
runner  and  the  Committed  runner  to  the 
Casual  Christian  and  the  Committed 
Christian.  We  have  Casual  runners  that  are 
out  of  shape  just  like  we  have  Casual 
Christians  that  are  spiritually  out  of  shape. 
He  did  a  good  job  explaining  how  we 
should  be  Committed  Christians  and  not 
just  Casual  Christians.  He  discussed  the 
ground  rules  and  what  it  takes  to  be  a 
Committed  Christian.  By  then  David 
encouraged  the  Laymen  to  "keep  your  eyes 
to  the  prize  and  that  is  Jesus." 

The  Study  Commission  Workshop  was 
conducted  by  the  Chairmen,  Brother  Dallas 
Foster  The  Workshop  topic  was  "The  Just 
Shall  Live  by  Faith."  Brother  Foster  gave  a 
brief  perspective  on  the  faith  of  the  Afro- 
American  Men  and  how  their  faith  was 
strengthened  through  suffering.  No  other 
Minority  group  in  American  history  has 


suffered  more  from  the  brutalities  on  slav- 
ery, oppression,  prejudice,  discrimination, 
segregation,  and  injustice  than  the  Afro- 
American  Males.  Their  suffering  strength- 
ened their  faith.  Consequently,  for  them, 
more  suffering  led  to  more  faith.  In  the 
midst  of  their  darkest  hours  of  dispair  and 
suffering,  they  believed  that  the  Lord  would 
make  a  way  somehow.  Brother  Foster  gave 
a  challenge  for  the  Laymen.  Laymen  can- 
not possibly  have  a  greater  task,  a  more 
urgent  mission,  or  a  more  critical  work  than 
that  of  helping  young  Afro-American  men 
to  find  themselves  and  to  rediscover  and  to 
reclaim  spiritual  heritage  and  the  moral 
legacy  of  our  fathers.  This  legacy  is  trust- 
ing in  God  and  believing  that  "the  just  shall 
line  by  faith."  "  The  just  shall  live  by  faith 
"  is  a  message  that  strengthened,  and  sus- 
tained Afro-American  men  in  the  past,  and 
it  can  rescue,  empower,  and  save  them  now 
and  in  the  future,  in  time  and  in  eternity. 
Brother  Foster  did  a  good  job  with  a  mean- 
ingful topic. 

We  had  a  business  session  following  the 
workshop  conducted  by  president  Jarvis 
Morgan.  There  were  reporters  from  the 
Executive  Committee,  the  Youth,  Finance 
and  the  Field  Worker.  The  Youth  topic  for 
their  workshop  was  on  prayer.  Brother 
Gregory  Gabriel,  Fausett  Vice  president  is 
the  director  of  the  Youth  Department.  The 
session  was  well  attended  with  over  two 
hundred  men  and  boys  in  attendance.  It 
was  a  spiritual  uplifting  session. 

Thanks  to  Dn  Harshaw,  the  Laymen,  and 
member  of  First  Baptist  Church  for  hosting 
the  meeting.  Thanks  for  a  wonderful  meal 
and  the  warm  welcome.  A  special  thanks  to 
the  First  Baptist  Church  health  Ministry. 
Mrs.  Carlene  Byrd,  Chairperson  for  spon- 
soring the  Health  Fair. 

Laymen  Mid-Annual  Session 

Pastors,  Laymen  and  members  of  the 
Convention,  we  are  looking  forward  to  see- 
ing you  act  the  Laymen  Mid-Annual 
Banquet  and  one  day  session.  The  banquet 
will  be  held  on  Friday,  April  12,  2002  at 
7:00  p.m.  at  the  Moutain  and  Catawba 
Fellowship  Center,  3370  Reid  Circle, 
Sherrill's  Ford,  North  Carolina.  The 
Banquet  tickets  are  twenty  dollars  ($20.00). 
Children  and  under  ten  ($10.00)  dollars. 

Please  make  plans  to  attend  the  One  Day 
Session  on  Saturday,  April  1 3,  2002  at  the 
Mountain  and  Catawba  Fellowship  center 
in  Sherill's  Ford,  NC.  The  New  Prospect 
Baptist  Church  where  Reverend  J.  Saner 
serves  as  pastor  in  the  host  church. 
Registration  and  the  Executive  Committee 
Meeting  will  start  at  8:30  a.m.  and  the  reg- 
ular session  start  at  9:30  a.m.  Registration 
for  the  Mid- Annual  Session  is  $10.00  per 
person.  Please  bring  your  Laymen,  your 
youth  and  church  assessment  and  help  us 
hav'e  a  succes'-^  «'on. 


The  Mini  Skills  Conference  is  a  youth 
talent  exhibition  open  to  all  elementary 
through  High  School  students.  The  purpose 
is  to  encourage  our  youth  to  develop  and 
demonstrate  their  talents  and  abilities  in 
various  fields  of  academic  interest. 

Contestants  may  participate  in  one  or 
both  major  categories. 

I.  Performing  Arts:  which  include 
dramatics,  music,  oratory,  etc 

II.  Science  &  Arts  Displays:  which 
include  Architecture,  Computer 
Science,  Drawing,  Natural  Science, 
Painting,  Sculpture,  Industrial  Arts, 
etc. 

Judging  Criteria: 

All  judging  will  be  done  in  three  grade 
categories:  elementary,  middle,  and  high 
school.  Entries  may  me  individuals  or 
groups.  Groups  will  be  categorized  by  the 
grade  of  the  oldest  participant.  All  entries 
must  display  positive  values.  Performing 
Arts  entries  will  be  judged  on  creativity, 
spirituality,  and  quality  of  performance. 
Displays  will  be  judged  on  appearance,  cre- 
ativity, knowledge  and  understanding. 


Awards  &  Prizes 

Awards  will  be  given  in  the  Performing 
Arts  Category  for: 

Best  Musical  content 
Best  Dramatic  content 
Best  Oratorical  content 
Best  Overall  performance 

Awards  will  be  given  in  the  Science,  & 
Arts'  Display  Category  for: 

Best  Scientific  content 
Best  Artistic  content 
Best  technological  content 
Best  Overall  Display 

Best  Overall  Performance  and  Best  Overall 
Display  will  receive  monetary  awards. 
Other  awards  will  be  Trophies  ribbons  and 
certificates. 

For  more  information  contact  Michael 
Kendall: 

919-872-6572 

mkendall@  intrex.  net 


Members  of  Laymen 's  League  rehab  home  in  Princeville 
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AND  THE  PAIGES  GO  ON 


Foster  Parents  Honored  for  Years  of  Loving  Children 


Earl  Horton 

The  GBSC  Adoption  and 
Foster  Care  Ministry  News 

By  Earl  Horton 
GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry  Director  of  Public  Relations 

The  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry  is  moving  full  steam  ahead  with 
recruiting  churches  to  identify  African- 
American  singles  and  couples  to  become 
adoption  and  foster  care  parents  for  chil- 
dren in  the  state  child  welfare  system. 

The  late  Dr.  Joseph  Paige,  our  chairman 
and  visionary  of  the  adoption  and  foster 
care  ministry  informed  the  GBSC  and  faith 
community  of  the  ministry's  positive  strives 
and  influences. 

It  is  an  honor  to  assume  the  responsibili- 
ty of  updating  our  work  weekly  and  month- 
ly. Dr.  Paige  would  have  wanted  our  good 
news  to  continue  and  that  is  why  the  new 
title  of  the  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry  update  will  be  called  "And  The 
Paiges  Go  On..." 

The  ministry  news  will  have  a  new  for- 
mat and  an  informative  formula  of  reaching 
out  to  the  community.  In  the  upcoming 
articles  pastors,  churches,  volunteers,  social 
workers  and  adoption  and  foster  care  pai- 
ents  will  be  featured  in  our  special  paige 
spotlight.  Also  the  children's  picture  fea- 
tures will  be  continued.  Informational  arti- 
cles concerning  issues  relating  to  adoption 
and  foster  care  will  be  featured.  The  GBSC 
Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry  is  dedi- 
cated of  informing  and  educating  the 
GBSC  and  the  faith  communities  about  our 
children  in  North  Carolina  and  the  nation. 
The  GBSC  Staff  will  be  contributing  arti- 
cles in  support  of  informing  the  communi- 
ty that  will  be  featured  in  the  future. 

Stay  tuned  for  the  upcoming  articles 
from  the  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry. 


Director 

The  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry  recognized  William  and  Cerish 
Lee  for  their  years  of  being  foster  parents  to 
12  children  during  the  March  10th  morning 
Service  at  First  Baptist  Church  (Holly 
Springs). 

The  church  celebrated  its  annual  Family 
Day.  During  Family  Day  all  of  the  church 
families  met,  worshiped  and  prayed  togeth- 
er. The  occasion  was  absolutely  perfect  to 
recognize  this  loving  couple  with  their  fos- 
ter children  in  support. 

William  and  Cerish  Lee  have  been  foster 
care  parents  for  over  20  years  and  still  love 
it  every  single  day.  The  Lee's  have  been 
blessed  to  carry  on  the  work  to  provide  a 
stable,  nurturing  and  spiritual  home  for 
their  children. 

Earl  Horton,  Director  of  Public 
Relations,  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 


By  Ear!  Horton 

of  Public  Relations  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry 

Ministry  recognized  these  guardian  angels 
with  a  certificate  honoring  them  of  devoting 
110%  of  time,  energy,  love  and  spiritual 
guidance.  Elaine  Rakouskas,  Wake  County 
Human  Services  was  in  attendance  in  sup- 
port of  the  Lees'.  She  presented  the  couple 
with  a  bouquet  of  Roses  along  with  heart- 
felt thanks  to  them  for  being  foster  care  par- 
ents to  the  many  children  that  have  come 
into  their  home. 

Also,  Horton  recognized  the  Reverend 
Otis  Byrd,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church 
(Holly  Springs)  who  is  an  adoptee,  was 
given  a  certificate  for  supporting  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lee  and  their  foster  care  children. 

NBC- 1 7  news  was  in  attendance  to  inter- 
view Horton,  the  Reverend  Otis  Byrd  and 
the  special  presentation  for  the  Lee's.  Both 
were  aired  on  the  late  night  news. 


iU'fl  pliolo)  Elaine  Rakouskas  gives  a  heart  felt  thanks  to  Ceresh  and  William  Lee  by  giving  them  rose,  (lop  rii;lil  phnlo}  William  Lee,  giveshis  testimo- 
ny of  his  love  for  children,  (holloin  riglu  photo)  Ceresh  Lee,  giving  warm-hearted  words  to  the  congregation  of  the  need  of  Adoption  and  foster  Care. 


Introducing  Nikki  and  Eddie  Nikki  and 
Eddie  are  bright  young  kids  with  a  lot  on 
the  ball.  Nikki  is  a  sweet  girl  with  a  pleas- 
ant personality,  while  Eddie  has  the  quick 
wit. 

A  Closer  Look  at  Nikki 

Nikki  has  beautiful,  expressive  eyes.  She 
is  an  affectionate  young  woman  who  loves 
to  play  games  and  she  gets  along  well  with 
other  kids.  Nikki  also  likes  to  shop  and 
dress  up.  She  has  made  a  great  deal  of 
improvement  in  her  grades  recently  and  has 
maintained  her  status  on  the  B  honor  roll  at 
school.  Birthday:  March  3,  1989 
A  Closer  Look  at  Eddie 

Eddie  is  a  talkative  teen  with  a  lot  of 
determination.  He  likes  to  ride  his  bike, 
roller  skate  and  play  sports,  particularly 
football.  Eddie  especially  loves  deep-sea 
fishing.  He  is  very  neat  and  likes  to  dress 


NIKKI  and  EDDIE 

stylishly.  Eddie  needs  to  work  on  his  typi- 
cal-teen habit  of  sometimes  being  argumen- 
tative. Birthday:  June  5,  1987 
A  Family 

Nikki  and  Eddie  are  very  close  and  need 
a  family  willing  to  offer  them  a  home  and 
family  together.  They  are  still  close  to  their 
biological  mother,  so  their  adoptive  family 
will  need  to  be  open  to  their  continued  con- 
tact with  her.  They  will  also  need  counsel- 
ing and  a  slow  transition  into  their  new.  per- 
manent family.  A  family  that  can  provide 
structure,  guidelines,  consequences  and  lots 
of  love  would  be  ideal  for  Nikki  and  Eddie. 
(NC  #031-622)  (NC  #031-621)  For  more 
information  on  these  children  or  adoption  in 
general,  please  call  the  NC  Kids  toll  free 
hotline  at  I -877-NCKIDS- 1  (1-877-625- 
4371). 

More  Adoption  News  on  Page  25... 
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Health  &  Human  Services 


Dr.  Anita  P.  Holmes 


GBSC  FAITH  AND 
HEALTH  INITATIVE 
UPDATE 

By 

Dr.  Anita  P.  Holmes,  Executive  Director  and 
Dr.  Mary  D.  Jacobs,  Project  Coordinator 
Faith  and  Healtli  Initiative 

The  Faith  and  Health  Initiative  funded  by 
the  Kate  B.  Reynolds  Charitable  Trust  is 
officially  underway.  The  Initiative  will  pro- 
vide a  primary  and  secondary  prevention 
program  focusing  on  four  associations 
located  in  Granville,  Franklin.  Vance  and 
Warren  Counties.  The  project  seeks  to  sig- 
nificantly change  risk  behaviors  through 
initiatives  to  (1)  encourage  nutritionally 
sound  dietary  practices  (e.g.,  reducing  salt, 
sugar,  and  saturated  fat)  and  (2)  increase 
physical  activity  and  exercise.  Lay  leaders 
will  be  utilized  to  assist  in  motivating  and 
mobilizing  congregation  members. 

Four    part-time    Faith    and  Health 


Dr.  Mary  D.  Jacobs  ' 

Facilitators  began  orientation  on  February 
1,  2002.  The  participating  associations, 
facilitators  and  moderators  are: 

County  Line  Association:  Rev.  Mary 
Crispell,  Facilitator;  Rev.  Terry  Taylor, 
Moderator; 

Franklin  County  Missionary  Baptist 
Association:  Ms.  Annie  Belle  Perry, 
acilitator;  Rev.  Timothy  Walker,  Sr., 
Moderator; 

Middle  Baptist  Association:  Mrs.  Sarah 
R  Lemay,  Facilitator;  Rev.  S.E.  Blalock, 
Moderator;  and. 

United  Shiloh  Association:  Mrs.  Marian 
Williams  Burch,  Facilitator;  Rev.  Lacy  L. 
Joyner,  Moderator. 

Major  responsibilities  of  the  facilitators  will 

be  to: 

•  Recruit  church  volunteers  as  Faith  and 
Health  Initiative  Advocates  to  provide 
education  and  outreach  in  their  church  in 
the  areas  of  nutrition,  physical  activity 
and  faith  and  health; 

•  Establish  a  Faith  and  Health  Advisory 
Committee  for  their  assigned  association; 

•  Assist  participating  churches  in  establish 


ing  Faith  and  Health  Advisory 
Committees  and  organizing  related 
events; 

•  Provide  information  on  utilizing  commu 
nity  resources;  and, 

•  Encourage  (nutritionally)  appropriate 
food  choices  and  stretch  exercise  breaks 
at  church  events. 

Initially  three  churches  per  association 
will  participate  in  piloting  the  training  pro- 
gram for  Faith  and  Health  Advocates.  The 
advocates  will  be  asked  to  commit  to  30 
hours  of  training  followed  by  72  hours  of 
service  per  year  over  a  two-  year  period.  As 
the  program  is  developed,  other  churches  in 
the  four  associations  will  be  offered  the 
opportunity  to  participate  through  an  appli- 
cation process. 

In  addition  to  association  churches  target- 
ed in  the  grant,  the  Office  of  Health  and 
Human  Services  will  seek  to  carry  lessons 
learned  to  other  churches  concerned  about 
the  health  of  their  congregations  and  com- 
munities. The  first  opportunity  for 
Convention  members  to  take  part  in  one.  of 
the  physical  activities  being  proposed  will 
be  at  the  First  GBSC  Faith  and  Health 
"Walk"  during  the  Mid-Year  Conference. 
This  activity  will  include  something  for 
everyone  regardless  of  age  or  ability.  If  you 
plan  to  join  us,  please  remember  to  bring 
comfortable  clothes  and  shoes. 
Walking  ...  A  Step  in  the  Right  Direction 

Walking  is  one  of  the  easiest  ways  to 
exercise.  You  can  do  it  almost  anywhere  and 
any  time.  Walking  is  also  inexpensive.  All 
you  need  is  a  pair  of  comfortable  shoes. 
Walking  will: 

•  Give  you  more  energy 

•  Make  you  feel  good 


•  Reduce  stress 

•  Help  you  to  relax 

•  Help  you  sleep  better 

•  Tone  your  muscles 

•  Help  control  your  appetite 

•  Increase  the  number  of  calories  your 

body  uses 

•  Lower  your  chance  for  diabetes 

•  Lower  your  chance  for  stroke 

•  Lower  your  blood  pressure 

•  Improve  your  blood  cholesterol  levels 

Walking  for  a  healthy  heart. 

Begin  slowly.  Begin  by  walking  10  to  15 
minutes  three  or  four  times  the  first  week. 
Set  yourself  a  goal  and  walk  a  little  more 
each  week.  You  may  want  to  work  up  to  a 
30-minute  walk  4  days  a  week.  Or  maybe 
you  want  to  walk  40  minutes  3  days  each 
week.  Always  check  with  your  doctor 
before  starting  any  exercise  program. 

Stretch  and  walk  slowly  for  the  first  and 
last  5  minutes.  Stretching  and  walking 
slowly  help  your  heart  to  warm  up  and  cool 
down. 

Listen  to  your  body.  If  you  have  any 
health  problems,  talk  to  your  doctor  about 
walking  for  a  healthy  heart.  If  you  get 
breathless,  dizzy  or  have  unusual  pains 
when  you  are  walking,  slow  down  or  stop. 
If  the  problem  does  not  go  away,  see  your 
doctor. 

Begin  your  walking  program.  If  you 
begin  and  miss  a  few  weeks  it's  okay.  Start 
again.  You  are  healthier  than  before  you 
started  your  walking. 

Sources:  National  Institute  of  Diabetes 
and  Digestive  and  Kidney  Diseases, 
National  Institutes  of  Health  and  the 
North  Carolina  Cooperative  Extension 
Service 


HENEVtf  YOUR  MIND,  BODY,  &  SPRlRf  |. 

JOIN  US 

FOR  THE  FIRST  6BSC  HITH  &  HEALTH 

"WALK" 


•  Spiritiuil  Boosts 
•  Invigorating/Uplifting  Movement 
•  Stress  Buster.s 


Something  for  Everyone  Chair  Exercises,  Mental  & 

Spiritual  "Sit-ups",  Etc: 

VVhrn;  I  hurMliiy,  Mav  l"" 

VVhcrc-:       (,I!S(  >!i<l-Viai  ConffrenccMdamN  Mark  Houl,  Win-ilun- 

Salem,  NC  (kooiu  to  bv  announced) 
Tinie:  7:0(1  a.m.    S:«0  a.m. 


Faith  and  Health  Initiative  Facilitators.  Left  to  Right:  Mrs.  Marian  Williams  Burch,  United  Shiloh  Association;  Ms.  Annie  Belle 
Perry,  Franklin  County  Association;  Rev.  Mary  Crispell,  County  Line  Association.  Center  Front:  Mrs.  Sarah  P.  Lemay,  Middle 
Baptist  Association. 


HKfaSTHATlON  AV/VILABLE  ON  SITE 
SpfVull  CiUlN  for  Itte  Fiml  50  Persons  Kcgulenxl 
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FAITH  &  FITNESS 


Should  We  Wait  on  the  American  Cancer 
Society  to  Promote  Health? 


By  Charolette  H.  Leach,  M.S. 


In  the  past,  I  lave  kept  you  informed  of 
the  "Body  &  Soul"  project,  here  at  Lewis 
Chapel  Baptist  Church.  As  you  may  recall, 
"Body  &  Soul"  is  a  project  sponsored  by 
the,  American  Cancer  Society  that  encour- 
ages us  to  eat  more  fruits  and  vegetables- 
The  project  will  be  winding  up  soon,  and 
the  closing  celebration  will  take  place  in 
May. 

This  is  the  first  trial  of  the  project  that 
involves  many  churches  from  several  states 
including  Georgia,  Delaware,  North 
Carolina,  and  Virginia.  Body  &  Soul 
evolved  from  two  other  projects  that  also 
involved  churches.  Since  the  main  goal  of 
the  American  Cancer  Society  is  to  fight 
cancer  (along  with  other  chronic  diseases), 
and  research  has  shown  that  eating  more 
fruits  and  vegetables  can  help  with  fight,  it 
makes  sense  that  they  take  on  a  mission  to 
encourage  eating  more  fruits  and  vegeta- 
bles. But  what  I  have  wondered  is  why  is 
the  American  Cancer  Society  willing  to 
fund  a  project  that  involves  people  from 
African  Americana  churches?  The  fact  that 
African  Americans  have  a  higher  than  aver- 
age prevalence  of  chronic  diseases,  may 
have  something  to  do  with  the  decision.  But 
why  go  to  the  church?  The  answer  may  be 
that  they  realize  that  church  folk.  Christians 
have  a  better  chance  of  success  than  any 
other  group.  Rev.  Fuller  mentioned  that 
sometimes  the  "world"  has  more  faith  in  us 
than  we  do.  ACS  believes  that  we,  African 
American  Christians  can  succeed  in  the  task 
of  increasing  our  intake  of  fruits  and  veg- 
etables, which  in  turn  will  help  us  to  be 
healthier. 

Eating  more  fruits  and  vegetables  is  the 
overall  goal  of  Body  &  Soul,  but  behind  the 
scenes,  they  are  encouraging  us  to  take  any 
steps  toward  overall  health  improvement.  It 
is  good  to  receive  funding  from  ACS  for  the 


things  that  wee  have  dote  through  Body  & 
Soul,  but  without  the  funding,  these  things 
should  still  be  done. 

Many  avenues  have  been  planned  and 
used  by  the  churches  to  accomplish  the  mis- 
sion of  attempting  to  improve  health. 
Everything  from  health  walks,  health 
screenings,  and  activities  that  serve  food 
dishes  that  are  low  in  fat  and  calories. 
Churches  have  distributed  goodie  bags  that 
included  raisins  and  small  cans  of  fruit  to 
show  that  snacks  can  be  healthy. 
Demonstrations  on  juicing  to  make  juice 
from  fruits  and  vegetables  have  taken  place. 
Activities  have  been  planned  for  all  up 
groups,  from  the  youth  to  the  seniors. 

It  is  good  that  the  American  Cancer 
Society  is  helping  churches  to  encourage 
better  nutrition,  but  what  if  this  project  did 
not  exist?  I  contend  that  each  church  body 
should  be  taking  steps  to  encourage  health. 
Some  steps  toward  education  and  encour- 
agement for  health  improvement  should 
take  place  in  each  church,  no  matter  what  it 
is.  I  say  this  because  I  know  that  God  is 
concerned  about  the  health  and  wellness  of 
his  people,  and  he  wants  to  insure  that  his 
children  receive  the  needed  information  and 
inspiration. 

If  God  has  placed  this  desire  within  you, 
go  forth  and  make  some  plans.  Take  some 
steps  to  help  someone  else.  As  it  works  oust 
with  most  things,  you  will  help  yourself 
most,  as  you  help  others.  We  do  not  have  to 
wait  no  the  American  Cancer  Society  to  go 
forth. 

Following  is  a  True/False  Quiz  that  we 
used  at  one  of  our  Body  &  Soul  functions. 
Test  your  nutrition  knowledge  and  look  for 
the  answers  wad  explanations  in  next 
month's  Faith  &  Fitness  article.  Continue  to 
Be  Blessed. 


Nutrition  Quiz  (Part  1) 
Fat  and  Cholesterol 


True  or  False 

l)Since  research  has  shown  testing  a  diet  high  in  fat  is  so  harmful  to  one's  health,  we 
should  strive  to  eliminate  all  fat  from  our  diet.   


2)  Fat  and  Cholesterol  arc  basically  the  same  thing. 

3)  It  is  recommended  that  no  more  this  30%  ofourtotaldailycaloriesoomeihamlat 

4)  Dietary  cholesterol  and  blood  cholesterol  are  the  same  thing. 


5)  Hydrogenation  (adding  hydrogen)  is  used  to  torn  liquid  fats  into  solids  in  order  to  extend 
a  product's  shelf  life.  This  press  creates  a  leans-fatty  acid.   

6)  The  process  of  hydrogenation  (look  for  "partially  hydrogen  oil  in  the 
ingredients  on  the  food  label)  will  decrease  the  amount  of  saturated  fat.   


7)  When  limiting  the  amount  of  fat  in  our  diet,  it  is  saturated  fat  that  should  be  decreased 
before  monounsaturated  or  polyunsaturated.  ,   

8)  Some  amounts  of  dietary  cholesterol  can  be  found  in  31  1  foods.   


9)  Omega-3  fatty  acids,  also  referred  to  as  "the  good  for  your  heart  fat"  can  be  found  in  tuna, 
mackerel,  and  salmon.   

10)  Eating  fat  versus  eating  carbohydrates  or  protein  can  be  considered  more  expensive  in 
that  a  gram  of  fact  supplies  9  calories  and  a  dun  of  carbohydrate  or  protein  supplies  only  4 
calories.   


Nutrition  Quiz  (Part  2) 
General  Nutrition 


True  or  False 


1)  During  digestion,  food  is  broken  down  into  nutrients  which  are  absorbed  into  our  blood- 
stream and  carried  to  every  cell  of  our  body.   

2)  There  are  more  than  40  nutrients,  which  fall  into  5  major  groups,  carbohydrates,  fats,  pro-| 
teins,  vice,  and  minerals.    ^ 

3)  The  amount  of  water  that  we  drink  is  not  critical  because  only  a  small  percentage  of  our 
"body  weight  is  water.   


4)  A  red  pepper  packs  more  vitamins  and  nutrients  than  a  green  pepper. 

5)  White  meat  chicken  is  more  nutritious  than  dark  meat  chicken. 


6) If  you  are  going  to  eat  chocolate,  dark  chocolate  is  more  nutritious  thin  milk  or  white 
chocolate.   


7)  Fish  15  higher  in  food  cholesterol  than  steak. 

8)  A  typical  12  oz.  Can  of  soda  contains  10  spoons  of  sugar. 

9)  50  %  of  the  average  American's  salt  intake  comes  from  the  salt  shaker. 


10)  Daniel  and  the  3  Hebrews  boys  managed  to  remain  healthier  by  having  a  deal  of  veg- 
etables arid  water  titan  those  who  had  the  king's  diet  of  meat  and  wine.   

Total  Store  
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MODERATORS  OF  MODERATORS 


Rev.  James  W.  Smith 


M 


ONE  SIZE  DOES  NOT  FIT 
ALL. 

Grace  and  Peace  to  all  of  you,  my  brothers 
and  sisters! 

Since  I  have  been  writing  this  column, 
many  of  you.  Pastors  and  church  members, 
have  called  me  to  request  a  sample  copy  of 
by-laws.  While  I  do  not  object  to  providing 
you  with  a  copy,  I  do  want  to  emphasize 


that  taking  one  set  of  by-laws  and  adopting 
them  as  your  own  can  create  serious  prob- 
lems for  your  church  and  lead  to  obvious 
conflict.  It  is  desirable  that  you  use  any 
materials  that  the  Moderator  of  Moderators' 
committee  may  provide  as  only  a  guide. 

Now  there  are  some  things  that  should  be 
basically  the  same.  Let's  take  the 
"Preamble"  for  example.  Every  Missionary 
Baptist  Church  should  declare  and  establish 
their  constitution  and  by-laws  to  preserve 
and  secure  the  principles  of  their  faith  and 
to  govern  the  body  in  an  orderly  manner. 
The  "Preamble"  should  have  language  that 
will  preserve  the  liberties  of  each  individual 
church  member  and  the  freedom  of  action 
of  the  body  to  other  churches.  The  autono- 
my of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
demands  language  of  this  nature  or  some- 
thing similar.  In  addition,  it  helps  to  put  all 
of  our  Missionary  Baptist  Churches  on  the 
same  page. 

Consider-  the  "Purpose"  and  the 
"StatetVient  of  Basic  Beliefs"  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  and  one  should 
conclude  that  this  should  be  basic  language 
for  our  churches.  The  purpose  of  our  church 
should  be  to  give  visible  form  to  that  faith 
and  fellowship  to  which  God  has  called  His 
people.  We  should  acknowledge  ourselves 


to  be  a  local  manifestation  of  the  universal 
church  through  which  Jesus  Christ  contin- 
ues to  minister  to  the  world  by  His  Holy 
Spirit.  We  should  seek  to  fulfill  this  calling 
through  corporate  worship  services, 
through  a  program  of  Christian  nurture  by 
which  the  membership  may  be  strengthened 
in  their  faith  and  love  through  the  procla- 
mation of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  by 
word  and  deed,  and  through  ministering  to 
human  need  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Likewise,  we  should  affirm  the  Holy  Bible 
as  the  inspired  word  of  God  and  the  basis 
for  our  beliefs.  We  should  voluntarily  band 
ourselves  together  as  a 
body  of  baptized  believers  in  Jesus  Christ 
personally  committed  to  sharing  the  good 
news  of  salvation  of  lost  humankind.  The 
admission  of  members  and  the  termination 
of  members  should  be  basically  the  same 
for  all  of  our  churches. 

For  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  the 
above  are  matters  that  should  be  common  to 
all  of  us.  However,  there  are  some  things 
that  are  unique  only  to  your  church. 
Whether  you  have  five  or  twenty-five  per- 
sons on  your  Pulpit  Selection  Committee 
and  whether  they  are  all  deacons  or  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  church  body  is  a  matter  for 
your  church  to  decide.  Whether  women  will 


serve  as  deacons  or  how  many  persons  will 
be  needed  to  constitute  a  quorum  is  a 
church  matter.  So  please  do  not  adopt  sam- 
ple by-laws  as  your  own  without  first 
adjusting  them  to  fit  your  situation.  You  see, 
my  by-laws  may  call  for  a  busines.s/confer- 
ence  meeting  once  every  three  months  and 
you  may  want  one  every  month,  depending 
upon  how  much  you  like  to  argue.  "Just  kid- 
ding." 

If  you  wish  our  services  in  any  way, 
please  contact  us  at  the  following: 

Dr.  James  W.  Smith 

146  Presidents  Drive 

Durham,  NC  27704 

(919)  479-0501 

Email:  Jsmith9450@aol.com 

Rev.  W.  J.  Cox 
107  Gray  Street 
Goldsboro,  NC  27534 
(919)  751-9899 

Dr.  Joshua  J.  Haire,  Jr. 
P  0.  Box  53803 
Fayetteville,  NC  28305 
(910) 323-1508 


Institutional  and  Specialized  Ministries 


THE  FORMATION  OF  A 
JUSTICE  COALITION 

By  Michael  Smith,  Sr.  Chairman 

On  January  10th  and  1  1th  of  2002,  PBS 
aired  a  Frontline  Documentary,  which  has 
drawn  public  interest  from  across  the  coun- 
try. This  broadcast  has  enraged  the  citizens 
of  North  Carolina's  Eleventh  Judicial 
District.  The  citizens  became  proactive  in  a 
unified,  tri-county,  initiative  to  free  a  young 
man  who  had  been  wrongly  convicted  and 
imprisoned  for  almost  five  years.  Terence 
Garner  was  a  sixteen-year-old  African 
American  male  who  was  arrested  and  con- 
victed in  a  Johnston  County  Court  for  a 
crime  that  another  Terrance  (DeLoach)  con- 
fessed to  committing.  Rather  than  make  a 
wrong  right  -  the  approach  used  by  the  State 
was  to  keep  young  Terence  in  prison  and 
not  charge  the  actual  Terrance  who  commit- 
ted the  crime. 

The  Superior  Court  Judge  who  tried  the 
case  even  labeled  this  conviction  as  "an 
ordinary  crime".  This  uncaring,  uncon- 
cerned and  unwavering  disposition  of  a 
judge  sworn  to  dispense  justice  has  left  a 
negative  image  for  Johnston,  Lee  and 
Harnett  Counties.  Johnston  County  is 
known  nationwide  for  it's  proud  history  of 
discrimination,  hatred,  oppression  and 
inequality.  It  was  so  proud  of  its  legacy  of 
discrimination  that  billboards  could  be 
found  along  its  major  highways  boldly  stat- 
ing "THIS  IS  KLAN  COUNTRY,  LOVE  IT 


OR  LEAVE  IT".  Even  though  the  signs  are 
gone,  cases  such  as  the  Terence  Garner  con- 
viction which  was  categorized  as  "ordi- 
nary" vividly  illustrates  that  the  mentality 
of  discrimination,  hatred,  oppression  and 
inequality  are  still  in  existence  in  the 
Eleventh  Judicial  District  of  North 
Carolina.  It  is  a  sad  scenario  when  elected 
officials  ignore  all  evidence  that  could 
determine  the  outcome  of  a  case.  The 
Terence  Garner  case  should  .serve  as  an  eye 
opener  for  the  citizens  of  North  Carolina. 
One  cannot  help  but  draw  the  conclusion 
that  if  this  is  happening  in  the  courts  of 
Johnston,  Lee  and  Harnett  Counties,  it  is 
without  a  doubt  happening  in  judicial  dis- 
tricts across  the  state.  "Politics  over  justice" 
cannot  and  must  no  longer  be  tolerated  in 
the  state  of  North  Carolina. 


Rev.  Michael  R.  SmUh,  Sr. 


We  can  no  longer  sit  back  in  silence  and 
passiveness  and  allow  our  children  to  be 
carted  off  to  prison.  The  days  of  over- 
worked and  underpaid  court  appointed 
attorneys  representing  our  young  men;  dis- 
trict attorneys  offering  innocent  men  plea- 
bargain  for  lesser  sentences  and  judges  who 
have  been  sitting  on  the  bench  so  long  that 
they  think  and  feel  that  their  personal  agen- 
da takes  precedence  over  justice  must  come 
to  an,  abrupt  halt.  These  factors  have  crip- 
pled the  judicial  process  in  the  I  1"' Judicial 
District  of  North  Carolina.  Justice  is  sup- 
posedly blind,  but  appears  to  lift  her  blind- 
fold when  underprivileged  and  economical- 
ly stressed  defendants  appear  before  the 


courts.  Due  to  a  lack  of  interest  in  the  judi- 
ciary process  by  the  voting  public,  justice 
seems  to  avail  itself  only  to  those  who  can 
afford  to  hire  a  private  attorney. 

The  most  strategic  avenue  available  to 
stop  the  injustices  that  are  too  frequently 
being  brought  against  our  people  is  for  us  to 
come  together.  The  faith  community  is  the 
one  agency  in  existence  whose  directives 
and  direction  are  heavenly  inspired  and 
weighed  on  a  simple  concept  of  right  and 
wrong  and  good  and  evil.  The  faith  commu- 
nity not  and  should  not  be  distracted  with 
politics,  separation,  unfairness  and  popular- 
ity, but  should  stand  wholly  on  a  belief  of 
Contintinued  on  Page  26... 
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Dr.  Howard  W.  Parker,  Jr. 

THE  YOUTH  SEMINAR 

The  Lott  Carey  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Convention  announces  its  forty-eight  (48) 
Annual  Christian  Youth  Seminar  from  June 
22  -  June  28,  2002  at  Shaw  University  in 
Raleigh.  The  theme  is  "Go"  Mark  16:15. 
The  Youth  Seminar  Activities  will  include: 

Worship,  Bible  Studies,  Gospel  Singing, 
Oratorical  Contest,  Cheerleading,  Local 
Mission  Outreach  Projects,  Hangout  time. 
Music,  Drama,  Games,  Mission 
Workshops,  Involvement  Sessions, 
HIV/AIDS  Awareness  Sessions  and  Rap 
Sessions. 

1.  Youth  must  be  14  to  25  years  or  older 
(must  be  born  on  or  before  December  31, 
1988). 

2.  All  Seminar  participants  must  register 
and  pay  the  registration  fee  including  all 
adult  Chairpersons. 

3.  Send  a  completed  individual  registration 
form  for  each  person,  including  adults. 
Please  print  or  type. 

4.  If  attending  seminar  as  a  group,  please 
send  one  group  registration  form  along  with 
the  individual  registration  forms. 


5.  Early  registration  is  $200  per  person  and 
must  be  postmarked  by  May  17,  2002. 

6.  Late  registration  is  $225.00  per  person 
and  runs  from  May  16  to  June  3,  2002. 

7.  There  will  be  no  refunds  for  cancella- 
tions after  June  3,  2002. 

8.  Make  one  check/money  order  payable 
to:  The  Lott  Carey  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Convention  -  Youth  Seminar  2002. 

9.  Mail  all  registration  material  and  checks 
to:  The  Lott  Carey  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Convention 

Youth  Semi-nar  2002 

300  I  Street  NE,  Suite  104 

Washington.  DC  20002 

10.  If  a  group  member  is  unable  to  attend, 
you  may  replace  that  person  with  someone 
of  the  same  sex.  You  will  need  to  complete 
an  individual  registration  form  for  that  per- 
son. Please  do  not  add  persons  to  your 
group  without  calling  to  check  for  availabil- 
ity of  space. 

11.  Each  participant  must  complete  the 
individual  medical  release  form.  This  form 
should  be  notarized.  Participants  under  18 
years  should  have  this  formed  signed  by  a 
parent/guardian.  Group  leaders  should 
keep  the  original  form  and  mail  a  copy  with 
the  rest  of  the  registration  materials.  Please 
note  that  completion  of  this  form  is  required 
for  participation  in  the  seminar. 

12.  Churches  are  invited  to  send  a  donation 
of  at  least  $100  for  the  support  of  our  youth 
work  mission  projects. 

13.  Seminar  participants  are  reminded  to 
bring  a  nightly  offering  for  the  support  of 
our  youth  work  mission  projects. 

14.  Participation  in  this  seminar  is  limited, 
so  please  register  early  to  secure  a  place. 

15.  Each  group  is  responsible  for  bringing 
its  own  chairpersons. 


GREATER  ST.  PAUL  GIVES 
$50,000 

FOR  AIDS  RESEARCH  AND 
EDUCATION 

Durham — The  number  one  killer  of 
African-Americans  between  the  ages  of  25 
and  44  is  AIDS.  One  Durham  church  is 
committed  to  changing  that  and  to  make  a 
difference.  Greater  St.  Paul  Missionary 
Baptist  Church  donated  $50,000  for  AIDS 
research  and  education  during  its  "Family 
and  Singles'  Night  Out"  Worship  and 
Baptismal  Service.  A  check  was  presented 
formally  to  the  Lott  Carey  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Convention,  USA.  Accepting  the 
gift  was  the  organization's  Executive 
Secretary  Treasurer,  Dr.  David  E.  Goatley, 
who  was  also  the  guest  preacher  for  the  ser- 
vice. 

"The  Black  church  always  has  been  the 
heart,  soul  and  strength  of  its  communities. 
We  have  a  responsibility  to  help  find  a  cure 
and  to  educate,  educate,  educate  our  people 
about  AIDS,"  said  Dr.  William  Hazel 
Height,  senior  minister  and  pastor  of  the 
church. 

Greater  St.  Paul  has  been  instrumental  in 
ensuring  that  the  projects  of  the  Lott  Carey 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Convention 
become  a  reality.  It  recently  helped  the  con- 
vention build  wells  in  African  communities 
that  needed  clean  water  for  drinking  and 
irrigation.  For  Kenya  and  Jamaica,  Greater 
St.  Paul  collected  over  300  pairs  of  shoes 
and  hundreds  of  pieces  of  clothing  for 
women,  men  and  children.  In  a  trip  to  South 
Africa,  Dr.  Height  delivered  hundreds  of 
Bibles  and  hymnals  to  African  churches 
there.  Thusly,  making  this  contribution  is 
just  one  more  way  the  church  Wants  to  make 
a  difference.  "We're  a  missionary  Baptist 
church  and  that  means  our  focus  is  always 
to  be  a  blessing  to  others,  and  in  doing  so 


we  share  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
throughout  the  world.  We've  begun  at  home 
and  now  we've  spread  abroad,"  Height  said. 
He  went  on  the  say  that  during  his  travels  to 
various  villages  in  African  countries  he's 
found  that  many  of  the  communities  know 
little  about  AIDS  and  live  in  unsanitary 
environs  in  5x5  huts  with  dung  floors  and 
no  indoor  plumbing.  AIDS  is  spreading 
faster  in  Africa  than  any  other  part  of  the 
world  and  it  is  dramatically  affecting 
African  Americans. 

In  America.  AIDS  is  spreading  faster 
among  African-American  women  than  any 
other  group.  Greater  St.  Paul's  Sisters' 
Breakthrough  Ministry  plans  to  join  its 
AIDS  ministry  to  do  mass  education  within 
the  church  and  the  community  in  which  it 
.serves.  It  donated  nearly  $5,000  to  fight 
breast  cancer  last  year  and  plans  to  exceed 
that  in  2002.  African-American  women  are 
more  likely  to  die  from  breast  cancer  than 
whites;,  largely  due  to  late  detection.  AIDS 
awareness  and  education  joins  the  aggres- 
sive breast  cancer  initiative  at  the  church. 
"It's  time  to  find  a  cure  for  both  of  these  dis- 
eases. We  believe  with  aggressive  research 
and  education,  AIDS  and  breast  cancer  can 
be  eradicated  within  the  next  5  years,"  said 
Dr.  Height. 

For  nearly  8  years  the  church  has  had  an 
AIDS  Ministry  established  by  Height  which 
provides  care  teams  to  help  those  with  the 
disease  live,  and  sometimes  ultimately  die, 
with  dignity.  He  is  the  original  board  chair 
of  Smithfield-based  DAPAA,  Drugs  and 
AIDS  Prevention  Among  African 
Americans.  "Everyone  deserves  to  have  a 
good  quality  of  life.  Making  this  donation 
will,  help  do  that  and  ultimately  save  lives," 
Dr.  Height  proclaimed. 

For  more  information,  contact  Dr.  Height 
or  Minister  Ruble  Britt  Height  at  680-GSP 
1  or  6826613. 


KIDS  CORNER 


GOD  CALLS  MOSES 


The  leader  of  Egypt  was  very  angry  with 
the  people  of  Israel.  He  commanded  that 
every  boy  under  the  age  of  two  should  be 
killed.  But  one  mother  said,  "I  will  not  let 


my  baby  boy  be  killed!"  To  hide  him,  she 
made  a  small  basket,  coated  it  with  tar  to 
keep  water  out,  and  put  the  basket  in  the 
river.  The  baby's  sister  kept  watching  the 
basket  to  make  sure  it  was  safe.  Who 
should  come  down  to  the  river  but  the 
daughter  of  the  leader  of  Egypt!  She  found 
the  basket  and  opened  it.  "A  baby!"  she 
cried.  "I  wonder  who  he  belongs  to?  I 
don't  have  a  child  of  my  own,  so  I'll  take 
him  to  the  palace  and  he  will  become  my 
son."  She  named  him  Moses;  that  means 
"taken  out  of  the  water."  God  was  watching 
over  Moses,  too,  because  He  arranged  to 
have  Moses' own  mother  move  to  the  palace 
to  take  care  of  him.  She  fed  him,  dressed 
him  and  taught  him  about  the  God  of  Israel 
and  the  customs  of  his  people. 

After  Moses  was  grown,  he  began  to  see 
how  the  people  of  Egypt  mistreated  the 
people  of  Israel.  One  time  he  saw  an 
Egyptian  beating  an  Israelite.    He  became 


so  angry  that  he  killed  the  Egyptian.  When 
Moses  realized  what  he  had  done,  he 
became  very  afraid.  "What  will  happen  to 
me?"  he  wondered.  He  became  so  afraid 
that  he  decided  to  run  away  from  Egypt.  He 
ended  up  in  the  land  of  Midian,  which  is  a 
very  long  way  from  Egypt.  "At  least  they 
won't  be  able  to  find  me  here,"  he  told  him- 
self. Moses  got  a  job  taking  care  of  sheep 
for  one  of  the  leaders  of  Midian.  One  day 
while  he  was  out  with  the  sheep,  he  saw  a 
very  strange  sight.  A  bush  was  on  fire,  but 
wasn't  burning  up!  The  branches  weren't 
turning  black  and  the  leaves  weren't  falling 
off  like  any  other  bush  he  had  seen  burn 
before.  He  moved  closer  to  see  what  was 
causing  it.  All  at  once,  the  bush  talked  to 
him!  Oh,  yes  it  did,  and  it  knew  his  name. 
"Moses!  Moses!  Take  off  your  shoes.  You 
are  standing  on  holy  ground.  I  am  the  God 
of  your  fathers,  I  have  heard  the  cries  of  my 
people  Israel.' You,  Moses,  will  go  to  Egypt 


and  tell  the  leader  to  let  my  people  go!" 

Moses  thought,  "I  left  Egypt  because  I 
was  afraid  for  my  life,  and  God  wants  me  to 
go  back?"  The  He  started  to  argue  with 
God.  "God,  they  will  want  to  know  who 
sent  me.  What  shall  I  tell  them." 

"I  AM  THAT  I  AM!  Tell  them  I  AM  has 
sent  you." 

"But  God,"  Moses  argued,  "I'm  not  very 
good  at  talking.  How  can  I  talk  before  the 
leader  of  Egypt?" 

"Don't  worry  Moses.  When  the  time 
comes,  I  will  tell  you  what  to  say."  After  all 
that,  Moses  finally  said  to  himself,  "If  God 
wants  me  to  lead  the  Israelites  out  of  Egypt, 
then  that  is  just  what  I  will  do.  I  will  trust 
Him  to  help  me  do  whatever  He  wants  me 
to  do!" 

God  will  do  the  same  thing  for  YOU.  He 
will  help  you  do  just  what  He  tells  you  to 
do.  All  you  need  to  do  is  say,  "Yes,  Lord." 
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Christian  Education 


BUILDING  A  CHURCH  LEADERSHIP  TEAM 


Portia  Brandon,  M.  Div 
Christian  Education  Coordinator 

Q.  What  church  function  is  a  divine 
appointment  from  God? 
A.  The  pastoral  office  is  the  only  direct 
divine  appointment  from  God  over  his 
church.  All  other  offices  in  the  church  are 
design  as  an  office  in  the  church,  but  not  of 
the  church.  His/her  authority  in  the  church, 
as  God's  leader,  is  a  moral  and  spiritual 
power,  not  a  legal  one.  His/her  authority 
rests  in  the  fact  he/she  is  a  biblical  officer. 
The  three  words  elder,  bishop,  and  pastor 
refer  to  the  same  office  but  to  different 
functions  within  that  office.  Acts  20-28. 
Q.  What  test  is  given  by  which  we  may 
distinguish  between  true  and  false  shep- 
herds? 

A.    "To  the  law  and  to  the  testimony:  If 
they  speak  not  according  to  this  word,  it  is 
because  there  is  no  light  in  them."  laiah 
8:20.    "For  the  priest's  lips  should  keep 
knowledge,  and  they  should  seek  the  law  at 
his  mouth."  Malachi  2:7. 
Q.   If  God's  watchman  (pastor)  fail  to  warn 
the  wicked,  what  terrible  responsibility  will 
be  charged  to  their  account? 
A.    "If  you  dost  not  speak  to  warn  the 
wicked  from  his  way,  that  wicked  man  shall 
die  in  his  iniquity;  but  his  blood  will  I 
require  at  thine  hand."  Ezekiel  33:8. 
Q.    Who  is  responsible  for  the  organization 
and  meetings  of  the  church? 
A.    Worship,  preaching,  instruction,  evan- 
gelism, and  regular  meetings  for  the  entire 
church  body  are  under  the  direction  of  the 
pastor.  Therefore,  deacons  or  no  other  aux- 
iliary of  the  church  has  the  authority  to 
make  decisions,  or  call  church  meetings, 
without  the  approval  pf  the  pastor. 
Q.   What  does  Solomon  say  of  those  who 
render  evil  for  good? 

A.    "Whoso  reward  evil  for  good,  evil  shall 
not  depart  from  his  house."  Proverbs  17:13. 
Q.    Who  trains  the  deacons? 
A.   The  Pastor. 

Q.  Is  there  a  Scripture  reference  about  the 
deacon  board? 

A.  There  is  no  scripture  reference  about 
chairperson  of  deacon  or  deacon  board,  just 
as  nothing  is  said  about  trustee  board  or  any 
Other  auxiliary  of  the  church.  Deacons  have 
not  been  set  apart  to  act  as  a  board  of  direc- 
tors. They  were  not  ordained  to  run  the 
church.  Deacons  assist  the  pastors  in  meet- 


ing the  needs  of  the  church  of  God.  They 
free  the  pastors  so  they  can  be  more  effec- 
tive in  the  ministry  of  the  Word  and  pastor 
the  flock. 

Q.  What  does  the  Ordination  of  deacons 
mean? 

A.    Ordination  of  deacons  by  a  Baptist 
church  set  men/women  apart  to  aid  the  pas- 
tor in  ministering  to  the  congregation. 
Q.    How  should  faithful  Christian  leaders 
be  regarded? 

A.    "let  the  elders  that  rule  well  be  counted 
worthy  of  double  honour."  1  Timothy  5:17. 
Q.    What  does  the  word  pastor  mean? 
A.    The  undershepherd  of  the  sheep. 
Q.    What  does  the  word  deacon  mean? 
A.    Servant.  Philippians  1:1. 
Q.    Where  do  we  find  the  origin  of  dea- 
cons? 

A.  The  office  of  deacon  was  first  institut- 
ed by  the  apostles  of  the  Jerusalem  church, 
to  meet  a  specific  need  that  had  developed 
within  the  congregation.  "  And  in  those 
days,  when  the  number  of  the  disciples  was 
multiplied,  there  arose  a  murmuring  of  the 
Grecians  against  the  Hebrews,  because  their 
widows  were  neglected  in  the  daily  minis- 
tration." (Act  6:1). 

Q.  What  were  the  moral  criteria  for  those 
who  would  serve? 

A.  They  must  be  of  "honest  report,  full  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  wisdom.  (Acts  6:3). 
Q.  What  happens  when  Spirit-filled  dea- 
cons support  Spirit-filled  pastors? 
A.  "And  the  word  of  God  increased;  and 
the  number  of  the  disciples  multiplied  in 
Jerusalem  greatly;  and  a  great  company  of 
the  priests  were  obedient  to  the  faith."  (Acts 
6:7) 

Q.  In  the  local  church  who  has  the  author- 
ity to  call  a  preacher  to  pastor  the  church? 
A.  Neither  the  deacons,  trustees,  nor  any 
unit  or  individual  of  the  church  has  the 
authority  to  call  a  pastor  nor  dismiss  him; 
the  church  can  take  this  action  alone. 
Q.  Are  the  deacons  supposed  to  stick 
together? 

A.  The  deacons  are  not  supposed  to  stick 
together;  they  are  supposed  to  stick  to  the 
pastor  and  the  church.  If  they  try  to  stick 
together  otherwise,  they  are  likely  to  get 
stuck  up  in  the  mire  confusion,  disgrace, 
and  embarrassment  to  the  whole  church,  by 
sticking  to  each  other  in  matters  that  are 
wrong. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  were  these  gifts 
given  to  the  church? 

A.  "For  the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  for  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  of  the 
body  of  Christ:... that  we  henceforth  be  no 
more  children,  tossed  to  and  fro,  and  carried 
about  with  every  wind  of  doctrine,  by  the 
sleight  of  men,  and  cunning  craftiness, 
whereby  they  live  in  wait  to  deceive:  but 
speaking  the  truth  in  love,  may  grow  up  into 
him  in  all  things,  which  is  the  head,  even 
Christ."  Ephesians  4:12-15. 
Qi  'What  is- one. off  the  igr®wing!  problem 


Baptists  should  be  aware  of? 
A.  Be  mindful  of  those  who  may  be 
Baptists  but  who  are  in  sympathy  with  other 
associations-denominations  and  whose 
intent  is  to  lead  the  church  away  from  its 
chosen  affiliation. 

Q.    What  are  the  major  Baptist  bodies? 
A.    ( 1 )  Associations 

(2)  State  Convenfions 

(3)  National  Conventions 

(4)  Baptist  World  Alliance 

Q.  Why  does  Baptist  advocate  a  regenerat- 
ed membership? 

A.  Because  the  Gospel  demands  it.  John 
3:1-8 

Q.    Are  all  members  saved? 
A.    No.Acts  5:1-11. 

Q.  What  is  the  specific  meaning  of  a  con- 
gregation polity? 

A.  The  governing  body  of  the  church  is 
the  congregation.  All  church  committees 
are  accountable  to  the  congregation  for 
proper  function  and  efficient  operation.  All 
persons  are  elected  by  the  church.  The  New 
Testament  pattern  is  that  of  congregation. 
The  congregation  elected  deacons  (Acts 
6:1-6),  expelled  members  (1  Cor.  5:4-5), 
and  received  member  (2  Cor.  2:5-8).  The 
New  Testament  speaks  of  the  church  as  the 
body  of  Christ,  which  includes  all  of  the 
redeemed  of  all  ages. 

Q.  What  is  God's  plan  of  church  finance? 
A.  To  contribute  cheerfully  and  regular- 
ly.lCor  16:2.  There  only  one  plan  of 
church  finance  in  the  Bible,  and  that  is 
tithes  and  offerings  from  his  people.  The 
tithe  is  the  tenth,  meaning  that  God's  people 
are  to  bring  a  tenth  of  their  incomes  to  the 
Lord  and  his  work.  Offerings  are  the 
amounts  that  are  given  above  the  tenth. 
This  is  the  plan  that  God  teaches  all  through 
his  Word,  and  it  is  the  one  scriptural  plan  of 
church  Finance. 

Q.  What  is  the  scripture  position  on 
church  conflict  taken  to  court? 
A.  "Dare  any  of  you,  having  a  matter 
against  another,  go  to  the  law  before  the 
unjust,  and  not  before  the  saints?  Do  ye  not 
know  that  that  the  saints  shall  judge  the 
world?  And  if  the  world  shall  be  judged  by 
you,  are  ye  unworthy  to  judge  the  smallest 
matter?"  (1  Corinthians  6:1-2). 

Q.  How  should  we  treat  those  who  have 
wronged  us? 

A.  "Dearly  beloved,  avenge  not  your- 
selves, but  rather  give  place  unto  wrath:  for 
it  is  written.  Vengeance  is  mine;  I  will 
repay,  saith  the  Lord.  Therefore  if  thine 
enemy  hunger,  feed  him,  if  he  thirst,  give 
him  drink:  for  in  so  doing  thou  shalt  heap 
coals  of  fire  on  his  head."  Romans  12:19, 
20. 

Q.  How  should  the  Church  body  address 
the  pastor? 

A.  The  pastor  should  be  address  as  pastor. 
(Church  Administration-Christian 
Education  for  the  21st  Century-Portia 
Brandon) ' i    :  i  c  n.  i  i  i  i    >  i  <  /  i  i 


A  CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION  MOMENT 


Dr.  Jasper  P.  Reed,  President,  Congress 
of  Christian  Education 

As  we  move  quickly  through  this  calen- 
dar year  we  readily  become  aware  that  we 
are  now  in  the  twenty-first  century  and 
also  in  the  early  years  of  a  new  millenni- 
um. This  is  important  because  those  of  us 
who  are  holding  elected  positions  know 
this  as  election 

Year.  The  question  to  the  parent  body 
(GBSC),  the  congress,  the  laymen,  and  the 
ushers  is  "  Who  shall  lead?"  The  scripture 
is  replete  with  information  detailing  how 
the  Lord  chose  leaders  for  His  people. 
Couple  that  with  the  advent  of  the  informa- 
tion age  and  we  find  that  our  (GBSC)  mem- 
bers are  more  astute  and  require  more 
teaching  and  training  than  ever  before.  This 
places  an  increase  demand  on  the  time  and 
talents  of  our  officers. 

The  new  administrations  will  have  to 
become  increasingly  more  available  to 
work  for  and  with  the  people  of  God.  We, 
the  Congress  of  Christian  Education,  need 
to  revisit  our  role  as  Christian  Educators 
and  seek  to  understand  what  God  want  in  a 
leader.  A  good  model  for  us  to  study  is  the 
call  of  Abram  to  lead. 

The  role  of  the  Congress  of  Christian 
Education  is  Kingdom  building  which  in  a 
Way  parallels  the  mission  the  Lord  had  for 
Abram.  Visit  Genesis  1 1 :27  to  50:26  and 
note  how  the  Lord  called  a  succession  of 
leaders  for  His  people  Israel.  If  we  remain 
mindful  that  it  was  God  who  called  and  led 
Abram  then  the  new  officers  of  the 
Congress  will  yield  to  the  movement  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  their  lives  and  be  led  by  him 
to  carry  out  the  charge  of  their  mission. 
Note  that  when  the  Lord  called  Abram  the 
call  had  two  imperatives  or  factors  THAT 
COULD  NOT  BE  AVOIDED.  Each  of 
these  imperatives  had  subsequent  promises. 
When  Abram  responded  by  being  faithful 
and  obedient  to  God's  Call  he  became  the 
epitome  of  faith  in  the  Bible,  Romans  4:1- 
3. 

In  the  first  imperative  the  Lord  sought 
Abram's  obedience,  his  love  for  Him,  his 
continued  on  page  26... 
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SHAW  NEWS 


FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  THIRD  VICE  PRESIDENT  Shaw  yacht  to  tackle  the  EHte  Eight 

SHAW  UNIVERSITY  AND  SHAW  DIVINITY  NEWS  By  Bonitta  Best 

Reprint  Permission  from  The  Triangle  Tribune 


Reverend  N.  T.  Davis 

Grace  and  Peace  be  with  you  from  the 
Lord  Christ.  God's  only  Son  who  He  raised 
from  the  dead  and  a  new  day  has  begun. 

Spring  time  is  here,  the  flowers  are  beau- 
tiful and  the  trees  are  bringing  forth  their 
leaves.  The  grass  is  turning  green  and  the 
whole  earth  is  full  of  God's  Glory. 

As  we  approach  the  closing  of  the  school 
year  let  us  pray  for  our  youth  and  young 
adults.  The  job  situation  will  be  hard 
pressed  for  many:  Let  us  as  Pastors  and 
churches  do  what  we  can  to  give  guidance 
to  the  youth. 

A  Charge  To  Keep  I  Have,  A  God  to 


Glorify  who  gave  His  son  my  Soul  to  save, 
and  fit  it  for  the  sky. 

To  serve  the  present  age,  my  calling  to 
fulfill  O  May  it  all  my  power  engage  to  do 
my  Master's  will. 

Shaw  University  is  doing  well  as  is  Shaw 
Divinity  School.  We  ask  for  your  full  sup- 
port for  our  institution.  God  is  still  blessing 
us. 

I  want  to  thank  Dr.  Tripp  for  the  wonder- 
ful personality  for  the  Pastors  Conference. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  the  next  year. 

Pray  for  this  ministry,  that  she  will 
accomplish  her  mission. 

As  Spring  arrive,  it  is  time  for  the  spiritu- 
al fire  to  be  rekindled  and  our  spiritual  life 
renewed.  We  had  a  mild  winter  yet  we  must 
stay  focused,  let  us  renew  our  faith.  We 
know  the  God  we  serve  is  good  all  the  time. 

From  the  dark,  cold  days  of  slavery  He 
has  brought  us.  He  has  done  marvelous 
things  for  us.  It  is  by  his  hand  that  He  has 
lead  us.  By  His  saving  Grace  He  saves  us. 
Through  His  Son  He  reconciles  us  to  him- 
self Let  us  celebrate  Him  each  Sunday 
Morning  in  Worship. 

Let  our  daily  lives  celebrate  him  as  we 
walk  and  talk  along  the  way. 

Let  us  raise  up  our  children  and  teach 
them  the  way  of  our  Christ. 

Let  us  praise  him  and  love  him  with  all 
our  heart,  soul,  mind  and  spirit  for  without 
him  we  are  nothing. 

The  apostle  write  in  I  Corinthians  13  that 
Faith,  Hope  and  Charity,  the  greatest  of 
these  is  Charity.  So  let  us  love  one  another. 


RALEIGH  -  Shaw  coach  Joel  Hopkins 
gathered  his  players  around  him  during 
practice  March  12  and  gently  but  forcefully 
whispered  words  of  ...  something.  Hopkins 
was  careful  not  to  let  the  reporter  standing 
nearby  hear  a  word.  Shaw  doesn't  have  to 
do  a  lot  of  loud  talking  these  days,  its  play 
speaks  volumes.  What  seemed  impossible 
five  months  ago  now  looks  like  another 
rung  in  the  improbable  Bears'  ladder.  After 
two  back-to-back  come-from-behind  one 
point  victories  in  the  South  Atlantic  Region 
last  weekend,  the  Bears  are  ever  closer  to  a 
national  title  -  something  no  Shaw  team  has 
ever  accomplished.  "We  are  very  confident 
and  starting  to  become  more  comfortable 
with  our  game  plan  which  we  planned  for 
the  end  of  the  year,"  said  CIAA  Player  of 
the  Year  Ronald  Murray.  "We're  all  starting 
to  put  it  together  where  it  really  counts." 
Murray  should  know.  The  6-4,  190-pound 
senior  guard  "put  it  together"  and  more  in 
the  regional  final  against  host  Carson- 
Newman  March  9.  Down  by  12  late  in  the 
second  half,  and  teammates  J.R.  Raymond 
and  Kenyon  Booker  down  for  the  count  in  a 
physical  game,  Murray  set  the  team  square- 
ly on  his  shoulders  and  scored  29  of  his  36 
points  in  the  second  half  to  lead  Shaw  to  a 
6968  win  and  a  date  in  the  Elite  Eight.  "In 
the  second  half,  being  the  good  team  that 
we  are,  we  fought  back  to  the  end,"  said 
center  Steve  Bynes.  "Ronnie  pretty  much 


carried  us  the  second  half.  We  fought  that 
game,  we  put  it  in  and  now  we're  on  our 
way  to  the  nationals."  The  difference 
between  this  Shaw  team  and  last  year's  is 
discipline.  Last  year's  team  would  have  dis- 
integrated into  an  individualized  showboat 
routine,  and  the  Bears  would  be  sitting 
home  about  now.  "We  weren't  together  as  a 
unit  as  we  are  this  year,"  Murray  said.  "This 
year  we  clicked  from  the  beginning.  Me  and 
Steve  knew  we  wanted  to  go  out  with  a 
bang  so  we  weren't  going  to  let  the  same 
mistakes  that  happened  last  year  happen 
this  year."  In  just  two  years,  Hopkins  has 
Shaw  vying  for  a  national  title,  and  he  is 
enjoying  rubbing  people's  noses  in  it.  "I 
think  a  lot  of  people  said  'OK,  they  have 
good  talent,'  but  they  really  never  thought 
we'd  have  the  type  of  team  to  do  the  things 
that  we  have  done,"  he  said.  "A  lot  of  coach- 
es have  been  coaching  in  the  league  a  long 
time,  and  it  has  taken  them  16,  17  years  to 
win  a  championship.  "There's  nothing  like 
winning  the  CIAA  title  because  I  didn't  win 
one  as  a  player,  nor  (assistant)  coach  (Cleo) 
Hill.  But  for  a  lot  of  people,  that's  the  ulti- 
mate. My  goal  is  to  say  'OK,  let's  try  to  win 
a  national  championship.'  "I  expect  to  be 
there.  I've  been  expecting  to  be  there  for 
two  years.  Next  year,  I'm  going  to  expect  to 
win  it  all  again."  Shaw  plays  West  Georgia 
at  6  p.m.  March  20. 


Mount  Calvary  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina 

The  Mount  Calvary  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  currently  accepting  resumes 
/letters  of  interest  from  licensed,  ordained  Missionary  Baptist  ministers  for  the 
position  of  pastor.  Applicants  must  possess  the  following  qualifications: 

.Spiritual  maturity 

2.  A  minimum  of  three  years  experience  as  a  pastor,  where,  when  and  how  long  did  you  pastor  a 
church  . 

Administrative  and  leadership  ability  sills 

4.  Strong  knowledge  of  Missionary  Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies  and  procedures 

5.  Must  work  effectively  with  boards,  auxiliaries  and  committees 

6.  Good  written  and  oral  communication  skills  and  ability  to  communicate  with  all  age  groups 

7.  Have  excellent  teaching  skills 

8.  Must  be  family  oriented  and  possess  strong  Godly  character 

9.  planning  organizing  and  implementing  programs  that  encourage  participation  of  youth  anal  young 
adults  that  promotes  church  growth  and  progress. 

Interested  persons  meeting  all  of  the  above  qualifications  should  submit  the  following  information: 

Letter  of  interest  /resume 

Copy  of  license  and  ordination  certification 

Proof  of  education  and  additional  theological  studies  transcript 
The  names,  addresses,  telephone  numbers  of  at  least  five  references  of  which  only  two  can  be  ministers 
All  correspondence  must  be  addressed  as  follows: 

Mount  Calvary  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Attn:  Rena  Lennon 
P.O.  Box  1970 

Wilmington,  NC,  28402  .  .   

..  tikt«<  II  >llt«tiit  t>  iii.L.i  ill  i  i  •  i  «  i  i  I 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  WANTED 

Wake  Forest  congregation  seeks  Minister  of  Music.  Duties  to  include  working  directly 
with  the  Pastor  in  order  to  assist  and  cooperate  with  him  in  Christian  Worship;  playing 
during  Sunday  morning  worship  service;  rehearsing  with  various  choirs  one  night  per 
week;  and  accompanying  the  Pastor  on  engagements  to  other  churches.  Please  forward  a 
cover  letter  and  resume  to:  Evans  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church  •  12700  Creedmoor 
Road,  Highway  50  Wake  Forest,  NC  27587  -  (919)  870-8874 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  VACANCY 
SPRING.  GREEN  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
PO  Box  924,  Warrenton,  NC  27589 
Rev.  Dennis  G.  Lindsay,  Pastor 

The  Spring  Green  Missionary  Baptist  Church  seeks  a  Minister  of  Music  to  provide  musical  direc- 
tion and  accompaniment  for  4  choirs  in  the  church.  This  person  will  work  closely  with  the  Pastor  to 
provide  spiritual  leadership  in  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ  through  music,  i.e.  hymns,  spiritual 
songs,  and  praise  and  worship  music  that  glorifies  God. 

We  are  excepting  resumes  from  candidates  with  the  following  qualifications: 

1.  Born-again  Christian,  Spirit-filled,  and  divinely  gifted  in  music  ministry. 

2.  Willingness  to  spiritually  align  the  music  ministry  with  Pastoral  vision. 

3.  Able  to  play  the  piano,  keyboard  and/or  organ;  able  to  read  music  and  versatile. 

4.  Able  to  prepare  choirs  for  Sunday  morning  worship  services  and  other  services. 

5.  Able  to  teach,  as,  well  as  direct  choirs,  with  humility  and  love. 

6.  Able  to  rehearse  with  all  choirs  on  schedule,  and  available  for  all  Sunday  services 

7.  Able  to  accompany  Pastor  and  choirs  to  other  services  as  required  (or  ensure  qualified  substitute 
is  available). 

8.  Able  to  select  appropriate  hymns  and  songs  for  worship 
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SHAW  PHOTOS 


Congratulations  Shaw  Bears 
2002  CIAA  Champions 


Coach  Hopkins  (center),  Asst.  Coach  Hill  (far 
right),  and  Assist  Coach  Byron  Williams(2nd  from  far  right),  and  Team  Manager 
Garrard  Watson,  in  the  huddle  during  the  Championship  Game 
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SHAW  PHOTOS 


CIAA  Player  of  the  Year,  Ronald  Murray  prepares  for  a  shot 
during  the  CIAA  Championship  Game 


Coach  Joel  Hopkins  cuts  down  the 
Basketball  Net  after  the  winning  game 


Coach  Joel  Hopkins  with  Stan  Lewter  during  a  post 
game  interview 


President  Shaw  looks  on  as  Coach  Joel  Hopkins  is  interviewed 
by  Stan  Lewter  with  Urban  Sports  during  a  post  gameinterview 


President  Shaw  with  the  Basketball  team  holding 
the  Championship  Banner 


Shaw  University  Basketball  Team  after  their 
Championship  victory 
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News  Around  The  Globe 


North  Carolina  Families 
Deserve  a  Living  Wage 


By  Sorien  Schmidt 
Submitted  By  Carol  Smith 
Associate  Editor 

Many  of  those  we  most  admire  in  this 
country  don't  have  wide  name  recognition. 
These  are  the  American  heroes  who  have 
put  their  lives  on  the  line  or  are  helping  the 
country  recover  from  the  tragic  attacks  on 
New  York  and  the  Pentagon. 

Unlike  the  celebrities  whose  faces  domi- 
nate the  media,  these  every  day  "heroes" 
aren't  rich  and  famous.  In  fact,  it's  worth 
looking  at  whether  as  a  group  they  even 
receive  just  compensation  for  priceless 
work. 


Of  course,  if  our  nation's  firefighters 
(who  earn  an  average  entry  pay  of  $9.33  an 
hour  in  North  Carolina),  police  officers 
($11.20  an  hour  in  North  Carolina)  and 
other  public  servants  aren't  rich  in  financial 
terms,  they  earn  an  abundance  of  public 
esteem  just  by  doing  their  jobs  every  day. 

High  regard  by  the  public,  however,  can't 
put  groceries  on  the  table  or  pay  childcare 
costs. 

Yet,  these  are  the  ordinary  "heroes"  we 
rely  on  every  day  -our  preschool  teachers 
(average  entry  pay  of  $6.17  an  hour  in 
North  Carolina)  construction  helpers  (who 
earn  only  $7.58  an  hour)  security  guards 
($6.55  an  hour),  and  others. 

At  the  very  least,  we  can  provide  these 
working  families  with  a  wage  they  can  live 
on. 

As  many  as  a  third  of  people  in  North 
Carolina  earn  below  the  amount  needed  to 
achieve  a  basic  standard  of  living,  accord- 
ing to  a  report  by  the  North  Carolina  Justice 
and  Community  Development  Center  and 
NC  Equity. 

Many  of  these  workers  are  earning  the 
minimum  wage  of  $5. 15  an  hour-  a  standard 
that  hasn't  been  raised  since  1997  and  is 
woefully  inadequate.  Most  low-wage  earn- 
ers aren't  teenagers  trying  to  earn  pocket 
money  either.  The  report  shows  that  80  per- 
cent of  today's  low-wage  workers  are 
between  1 9  and  60  years  old  and  are  the  pri- 
mary wage  earners  in  their  families. 


These  citizens  struggle  to  make  a  life  for 
themselves  and  their  families  every  day  and 
pay  the  rent,  utilities,  childcare  costs,  and 
purchase  food  and  clothes.  These  struggling 
families  are  the  hardest  hit  by  an  economic 
downturn. 

Many  of  North  Carolina's  workers  pay 
plenty  of  taxes.  However,  a  substantial 
number  didn't  receive  any  federal  tax 
rebates  when  the  checks  were  mailed  this 
summer.  More  than  1.4  million  North 
Carolina  taxpayers  earning  under  $40,000 
failed  to  receive  the  full  federal  tax  rebate, 
according  to  Citizens  for  Tax  Justice. 

North  Carolina's  natural  beauty,  high 
standard  of  living  and  comparatively  low 
cost  of  living  are  attracting  more  and  more 
wealthy  and  upper  middle  class  people  to 
the  state.  But  working  families  are  being 
left  behind.  It's  time  we  demanded  a  decent 
standard  of  living  for  all  North  Carolinians. 

The  North  Carolina  Justice  and 
Community  Development  Center  and  NC 
Equity  have  compiled  a  living  income  stan- 
dard that  outlines  the  basic  budget  needed 
for  our  North  Carolina  families. 

This  basic  wage  in  North  Carolina  (and 
elsewhere  in  the  country)  is  nowhere  near 
the  $5.15  federal  minimum  wage.  The  real 
cost  of  living  in  Noah  Carolina  for  two 
adults  and  two  young  children  requires  a 
wage  of  at  least  $7. 12  an  hour  for  each  adult 
working  full  time.  Costs  are  even  higher  in 
urban  areas  where  two  adults  need  to  earn 


Advent  Spirituality  Center  sit  Mum  Hill,  NC 
Offers  Two  Unique  Summer  Programs 


By  Sorien  Schmidt 
Submitted  By  Carol  Smith 
Associate  Editor 

Mars  Hill,  NC-The  Advent  Spirituality 
Center,  dedicated  to  nurturing  Christian 
spirituality  in  a  Baptist  setting,  is  offering 
two  special  programs  this  summer  for  those 
seeking  a  deeper  spiritual  life.  The  Glenn 
Hinson  Spiritual  Formation  Institute  takes 
place;  June  10-i  5  at  Furman  University. 
Creating  Space;  An  Experiential  Prayer 
Retreat,  occurs  May  3V-June  2  at  High 
Pastures  Retreat  Center  in  Burnsville,  NC. 

The  inaugural  weeklong  Glenn  Hinson 
Spiritual  Formation  Institute  at  Furman 
University  in  Greenville,  SC  provides  spiri- 
tual .sockers  an  opportunity  to  focus  on 
some  Baptist  contributions  to  Christian 
spiritual  formation.  Both  lay  and  clergy  per- 
sons are  welcome.  The  Institute  will  include 
worship  settings,  silence,  lectures,  reflec- 
tion, small  group  spiritual  formation,  and 
fellowship. 

E.  Glenn  Hinson,  retired  Professor  of 
Spirituality,  Worship,  and  Church  History  at 


Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Richmond 
VA,  is  a  pioneer  in  the  modem  awakening 
of  spiritual  development.  Dr.  Hinson's  par- 
ticipation in  the  full  Institute  includes  at 
least  one  presentation  and  dialogue  with  the 
other  participants. 

The  primary  presenters  are  Loyd  Allen, 
Professor  of  Church  History  and  Spiritual 
Formation,  MeAfcc  School  of  Theology, 
Mercer  University,  Atlanta,  GA,  and  Karen 
Smith,  Professor  at  the  University  of 
Cardiff;  Wales,  who  is  an  authority  in 
Baptist  spirituality.  Both  Allen  and  Smith 
studied  with  Glenn  Hinson  while  earning 
their  PhDs  at  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary. 

Creating  Space:  An  Experiential  Prayer 
Retreat,  focuses  on  recapturing  childhood 
joy  and  creativity  through  prayer,  music, 
visual  arts,  writing,  and  spending  time  with 
nature.  The  retrcal-at  High  Pastures  Retreat 
Center,  an  interdenominational  Christian 
retreat  center  located  40  miles  northeast  of 
Asheville,  NC-includes  group  sessions  on 
sharing  ideas  about  creativity  and  creative 
problem  solving.  Afternoon  sessions  incor-: 


porate  music,  guided  imagery,  and  mandala 
drawings  as  methods  of  asking  for  guid- 
ance:. 

Co-leaders  Lynda  Poston-Smith  and 
Lynn  Bruner  offer  years  of  experience  in 
music  therapy  and  counseling-  PostonSmith 
has  two  degrees  from  the  Manhattan  School 
of  Music,  and  studied  and  performed  in 
England  and  Germany.  She  taught  at 
Southwestern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  for  16  years,  leaving  there  in 
1994  to  pursue  a  life  of  workshops,  retreats, 
and  voice  recording.  Lynn  Bruner,  Ph.D., 
MT-I3C,  is  the  outreach  coordinator  at  the 
School  of  the:  Art  Institute  of  Chicago.  She 
is  a  boardcertified  music  therapist  and 
licensed  psychologist. 

For  more  information  on  both  programs, 
visit  furf.Amaun.rte.uslrnlvpnispiriluality- 
centerl  on  the  Internet;  or  contact  Debra 
Huff  (e-mail;  advent@main.nc.us:  phone: 
828.689_1 128).  The  Cooperative  Baptist 
Fellowship  is  supporting  the  Glenn  Hinson 
Spiritual  Formation  Institute  with  a  grant 
for  publicity. 

( 

i  .   


$8.12  an  hour  to  make  ends  meet. 

Many  of  our  public  servants  who  put  tht 
lives  on  the  line  can't  afford  to  live  in  tl 
urban  areas  they  serve.  Only  136  of  6! 
Raleigh  police  officers  live  in  the  ci 
because  housing  prices  are  so  high.  Tl 
National  Low-Income  Housing  Coalitii 
recently  estimated  that  it  takes  $11.27 
hour  for  a  worker  to  afford  a  two-bedroi 
apartment  in  North  Carolina  -  assuming  t 
such  an  apartment  can  be  found  for  $5 
monthly. 

At  the  national  level.  Congress  must  rai' 
the  federal  minimum  wage.  Similar) 
North  Carolina  legislators  could  pass 
increase  at  the  state  level  to  achieve  tli 
same  goal.  City  councils  and  county  boar 
of  commissioners  can  pass  minimum  wa; 
resolutions  to  build  momentum  for  chang 

Employers  in  the  private  sector  can  al 
do  their  part.  They  can  pay  their  startii 
employees  a  living  wage  of  at  least  $8.50 ; 
hour  rather  than  the  inadequate  minimi, 
wage  t±at  is  only  about  two-thirds  of  thi 
(Even  that  increase  is  inadequate  for  sing 
parents  in  urban  areas.) 

Our  struggling  families  shouldn't  have  fcj^i 
patch  together  two  or  three  jobs  or  skimp  t  „ 
food  or  medicines  to  pay  for  housing.  Not 
Carolina  must  provide  a  living  wage  so  th  j,, 
our  community  "heroes"  receive  fair  coi,  j, 
pensation  for  the  priceless  ways  they  co 
tribute  to  our  community. 


1 


-  I 


QUESTION  OF  THE  MONT 


Please  read  the  following  statement  a 
respond.  Your  reponses  will  be  inclut  ij 
in  the  May  issue  of  the  i 
Baptist  Informer. 
J  Email  your  responses  to 

csinith@microsoft.com  | 

HOW  EFFECTIVE  IS  HIP-HO 
MINISTRIES  IN  THE  j 
CHURCH?  j 

The  ever-rising  popularity  of  '| 
Hip-Hop  music  has  begun  to  I 
make  an  impact  in  the  Gospel  I 
music  community.  What  Impaii 
does  Hip  Hop  have  in  the 
Church?  Is  Hip-Hop  music 
effective  in  the  Church  today  an 
how  much  of  a  positive  effect,  i; 
any,  does  it  have  on  today's 
youth? 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


Rev.  James  W.  Smith 

Dr.  James  W.  Smith,  Moderator  of 
Dderators  of  the  General  Baptist  State 
)nvention  of  NC,  Inc.  announces  his 
entions  to  seek  the  position  of  Vice 
^sident  AtLarge  of  the  GBSC  of  NC,  Inc. 
Dr.  Smith  was  born  and  reared  in 
anklin  County  where  he  attended  the  pub- 
schools.  He  graduated  from  the  former 
rry's  High  School  and  later  attended 
nth  Carolina  Central  University  where  he 
med  a  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Commerce 
!gree  and  a  Juris  Doctorate  from  the 
rCU  Law  School.  He  received  his  semi- 
ry  training  fronv  Southeastern  Baptist 
leological  Seminary,  Shaw  Divinity 
hool  and  earned  a  Master  of  Divinity 
gree  from  Andersonville  Baptist 
mi  nary.  He  is  presently  a  Doctor  of 
inistry  candidate  at  Andersonville  Baptist 
minary,  Camilla,  GA. 
Dr.  Smith  has  been  a  teacher,  a  practicing 
orney  and  an  administrator.  He  was  the 
jrtheast  Campaign  Coordinator  for 
mgresswoman  Eva  Clayton  during  her 
St  successful  bid  for  congress,  founder 
d  first  President  of  the  Vance  County 
ack  Leadership  Caucus.  He  served  as 


Vice  Moderator  at  Large  and  Moderator  of 
the  East  Cedar  Grove  Missionary  Baptist 
Association,  Inc.  He  served  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  Operation  Breakthrough, 
Franklin-Vance-Warren  Opportunities,  Inc. 
and  the  Central  Children's  Home. 
.  Presently,  Dr.  Smith  serves  as  parliamen- 
tarian and  chairperson  of  Membership 
Committee  of  the  Durham 
Interdenominational  Ministerial  Alliance 
and  he  is  the  Moderator  of  Moderators  of 
the  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
NC,  Inc.  For  the  last  eleven  years.  Dr.  Smith 
has  been  the  Pastor  of  the  Mount  Calvary 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Bahama, 
Durham  County,  North  Carolina.  He  is  con- 
stantly called  upon  to  teach  seminars  on 
Church  Conflict  and  Legal  Awareness 
Issues  as  they  relate  to  pastors  and  church- 
es and  he  is  a, trained  mediator.  He  is  mar- 
ried to  Barbara  Wess  Smith  and  they  have 
two  children,  Kendra  and  Joshua.  They 
reside  in  Durham,  NC. 

The  constitution  of  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention  states  that  the 
VicePresident  At-Large  shall  preside  over 
the  deliberations  of  the  Convention  in  the 
absence  of  the  president,  or  at  the  request  of 
the  President.  He  shall  assist  the  President 
in  the  carrying  out  of  the  work  of  the 
Convention  and  shall  preside  over  the 
General  Board. 

My  education,  background  and  experi- 
ences qualify  me  for  the  position  and  I  am 
confident  that  I  would  serve  with  honor  and 
distinction.  I  will  continue  to  support  the 
Unified  Plan  of  the  Convention.  I  will  sup- 
port and  embrace  all  of  our  churches 
regardless  of  size  or  financial  contributions. 
In  the  months  prior  to  the  annual  session  in 
Fayetteville,  I  will  be  lifting  up  the  issues 
and  matters  I  believe  are  important  to  the 
Convention. 

I  ask  for  your  prayers,  support,  input  and 
your  vote  as  I  seek  the  position  of  Vice 
President  At-Large. 


Our  Usher,  Laymen  and  Congress  Auxiliaries  will  be  electing  new  offi- 
;rs  July  15-20,  2002  in  Raleigh,  NC  at  the  Martin  Street  Baptist 
hurch.  The  Parent  Body  will  have  its  election  during  the  Annual 
ession,  October  28-31,  2002  in  Fayetteville,  NC.  All  churches  of  the 
eneral  Baptist  State  Convention  are  urged  to  attend  the  Pre-Election 
Workshop  at  the  Mid- Year  Session  on  May  8,  2002  at  Emmanuel 
aptist  Church  in  Winston  Salem.  During  the  Mid- Year  Session  the 
ection  procedures  will  be  explained  and  information  on  the  number  of 
lessengers  each  church  may  have  will  be  distributed.  Also  any  ques 
ons  about  the  elections  will  be  answered. 
Candidates  for  the  officers  are  included  in  this  section. 


Historian  2002  to  2006 

I  AM  YOUR  CANDIDATE  FOR  THE  GBSC 

HISTORIAN 
I  HAVE  BEEN  TRAINED  TO  SEARCH  AND 
BRING  TO  LIFE 
HISTORICAL  INFORMATION 


Dr.  Jasper  P.  Reed 


Just  as  I  attempted  to  bring  Christian 
Education  to  the  level  of  awareness  of 
The  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
North  Carolina,  Inc.  I  will  do  the 
same  thing  for  the  rich  and  exciting  history, 

past  and  present,  of  the  GBSC 
and  profile  some  of  its  living  history  makers 
and  their  major  contributions. 
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REVEREND  NORMAN  T.  DAVIS  A  Candidate  for  The  President  of  GBSC 

God's  Choice  -  The  People's  Choice 


Reverend  N.  T.  Davis 

REVEREND  NORMAN  T.  DAVIS,  the 
son  of  the  late  Reverend  RG.  Davis  and  the 
late  Bettie  Davis,  was  born  in  Warren 
County  North  Carolina  July  2,  1936. 

I  attended  Elementary  and  the  Secondary 
School  of  Warren  County,  graduating  from 
the  John  R.  Hawkins  High  School  in  1954. 

I  married  Juanita  Barbee  in  1956  and  is 
the  father  of  three  children. 

I  confessed  Jesus  as  Lord  at  the  age  of 
seven  and  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Edward  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
where  I  served  as  a  Sunday  School  Teacher 
and  Junior  Superintendent  and  choir  presi- 
dent. 

In  1954  I  moved  to  Chapel  Hill,  North 
Carolina  and  was  employed  by  North 
Carolina  Memorial  Hospital  for  20  years  in 
the  food  service  as  a  supervisor. 

In  1965  Edward  Grove  Church  and  Hecks 
Grove  Church  United  and  became  Union 
Grove  and  I  was  ordained  as  a  Deacon. 
When  it  was  impossible  to  go  home  ,1  wor- 
shipped with  the  First  Baptist  Church 
Chapel  Hill,  North  Carolina.  . 


In  1974  I  was  employed  by  IBM  of 
Raleigh,  NC  as  a  manager  of  food  service 
and  remained  until  retirement  in  1992. 

In  1971  1  moved  to  Chatham  County.  NC 
and  joined  New  Hope  Baptist  Church  where 
I  served  as  a  Deacon,  Sunday  School 
Teacher  and  Male  Chorus  member. 

In  1976  I  was  called  into  the  ministry  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  our  Christ. 

I  Enrolled  at  Shaw  Divinity  School  in 
August  of  1976,  and  graduated  in  1982  with 
the  Bachelor  of  Divinity  Degree.  I  was 
called  to  the  Pastorate  of  the  Bazzel  Creek 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  Fuquay  Varina  , 
NC  February  1977. 

I  joined  the  GBSC  under  the  leadership  of 
Dr.  J.J.  Johnson.  I  have  attended  erach  ses- 
sion since  and  have  been  a  faithful  member 
leading  Bazzel  Creek  to  be  one  of  the  top 
forty  churches  in  GBSC  with  less  than  200 
members. 

In  1974  we  sent  a  mission  check  to  GBSC 
every  month.  Later  moving  the  Church 
toward  being  a  tithing  Church.  For  the  past 
seven  years,  we  have  been  giving  our  ten 
percent  or  more. 

In  1985  our  Church  was  destroyed  by  fire  ; 
everything  was  loss.  Having  the  Faith  and 
God  leading  me,  I  encouraged  the 
Congregation,  that  if  we  support  the 
Association  and  the  convention,  that  God 
would  Bless  us  too  as  we  built  a  new  build- 
ing for  the  people  of  God  to  have  a  place  of 
Worship.  We  had  a  twenty  year  mortgage. 
We  burned  the  Mortgage  in  eight  years.  To 
God  be  the  Glory.  The  Church  has  been  led 
to  support  the  Central  Children's  Home, 
hosting  a  Special  day  since  1979.  We  have 
made  special  commitment  to  Shaw  Divinity 
and  Lott  Carey. 

I  have  served  on  many  committees  over 
the  years.  The  General  Board,  The 
Executive   Committee,   The   Ways  and 


Means  Committee,  Pastors  Council  and  the 
Rural  Church  Committee. 

At  present  I  am  serving  the  convention  as 
THIRD  VICE  PRESIDENT,  General  Board 
and  the  Executive  Committee  as  well  as  the 
J.J.  Johnson  Camp  Committee  and  served 
as  an  Instructor  at  the  Summer  Youth  Camp. 

I  was  elected  Worship  Master  of  Mt. 
Olive  Lodge,  Chapel  Hill,  NC  and  served 
five  years  as  Master.  And  I  am  a  member  of 
Randolph  Chapter  #  185  OES  of  Chapel 
Hill,  NC.  and  The  Holy  Royal  Arch. 

I  was  elected  President  of  the  New  Hope 
Union  and  served  a  four  year  term.  Great 
progress  was  made.  New  Hope  has  one  of 
the  greatest  Union  Meetings  I've  visited  any 
where  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina..  I  was 
elected  Moderator  of  the  New  Hope 
Association  and  served  for  four  years. 
Under  my  leadership  for  the  first  time  in  the 
History  of  the  Association,  all  36  churches 
represented  before  the  session  began  in  the 
month  of  July.  I  was  awarded  the  Merit 
Award  for  100%  participation.  During  my 
tenure  as  Moderator,  The  New  Hope 
Association  became  the  fifth  best  associa- 
tion in  the  GBSC. 

I  served  the  Central  Children's  Home  of 
Oxford  as  a  board  member  since  1989  as 
Vice  president  and  President.  Presently 
serving  on  the  board  as  an  honorary  mem- 
ber 

AWARDS  RECEIVED  WERE: 

1.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Certificate  of 
Recognition  from  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention,  Inc. 

2.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Cooperative 
Spirit  Award,  GBSC,  Inc. 

3.  Man  of  the  Year  Award  -  WLLE  Radio 
Station 

4.  Man  of  Troas  -  Lott  Carey  Convention 

5.  Leadership  Award,  District  3,  New  Hope 
Missionary  Baptist  Association 


6.  Numerous  President's  Awards 
Distinction  -  Shaw  University  Divin 
School  7.  Cooperative  Leadership  Aware 
GBSC,  Inc.  9.  Numerous  recognitions  frt 
the  GBSC,  Inc.  10.  Lifetime  memb 
NAACP  1 1 .  Moderator  of  the  Year  -  N< 
Hope  Missionary  Baptist  Associati 
Meritorious  Service.  During  the  four  ye. 
that  Rev.  Davis  served  as  Moderator 
received  100%  representation  for  I 
Association  from  36  churches  in  t| 
Association.  12.  Has  received  recognitij 
and  service  plaques  from  Shaw  Universj 
Divinity  School  and  State  Missions  for  i\ 
support  of  the  General  Baptist  Sta 
Convention. 

When  I  am  elected,  I  will  work  hard  to 
the  best  president.  I  will  work  with  I| 
Archie  Logan,  the  Executive  Secretary  a 
give  the  best  I  have  to  the  Convention,  bei 
a  part  of  the  best  Convention  in  the  US 
Yet,  there  are  some  small  things  I  see  tl 
need  changing,  and  I  will  speak  to  tb 
issues.  It  is  my  prayer  that  you  will  pray  1| 
my  ministry  and  the  Convention. 

I  understand  that  the  Executive  Secret; 
is  hired  by  the  Convention  to  run  the  day 
day  operation  and  the  headquarters.  Duri 
my  term  as  President  of  GBSC  ,  I  will  wo' 
with  the  Executive  Secretary  and  t 
General  board  to  increase  100%  more  of  t 
Churches  to  support  the  objectives  of  t 
GBSC. 

I  am  a  family  man,  believing  in  taki 
cage  of  home.  My  hobbies  are  fishing,  hui 
ing  and  gardening. 

For  the  past  twenty  five  years  God  h 
given  unto  me  a  double  portion  of  His  Spi 
to  carry  out  the  work  and  I  have  been  bu 
the  entire  twenty  five  years.  ALL  GLOF 
TO  GOD. 


ii 


Moving  From  Where  We  Were  To  Where  We  Are 


By  Rev.  Dennis  Brown,  Field  Worker 


Looking  unto  the  Author  and  finisher  of 
our  faith.  The  Lord  has  brought  us  this  far 
by  faith.  Just  look  where  we  have  come 
from.  We  must  now  empower  our  churches 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  for  this  21$" 


century.  Hosea  4:6  My  people  are  destroyed 
for  lack  of  knowledge:  because  thou  hast 
rejected  knowledge.  KJV. 

So  many  things  have  changed  around  us 
in  this  world  in  which  we  live.  As  we  con- 
tinue to  lift  up  our  Lord  and  savior  He  is 
adding  to  the  churches  daily.  Now  it  our 
duty  to  prepare  them  for  the  task  that  lies 
ahead.  They  must  be  Orientated  in  what  it  is 
to  become  a  member  of  the  body  of  Christ. 
Those  who  have  been  traveling  this  way  for 
many  of  years  as  well  will  need  to  be 
renewed  in  the  commitment.  Knowing  that 
we  are  all  members  of  one  body  that  being 
the  body  of  Christ  and  those  members 
working  together  will  unify  us  toward  .. 


common  goal.  NEW  MEMBERS  ORIEN- 
TATION MANUAL 

There  are  some  things  every  member  of 
every  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  GBSC 
should  know.  To  highlight  a  few  of  the  sub- 
ject maters;  What  every  Baptist  should 
know  about  the  Bible,  The  practical  aspects 
of  Biblical  Doctrine,  What  every  Baptist 
should  know  about  its  Pastor  and 
Deaconship,  Some  Things  we  should  not  do 
as  Baptists  .These  are  a  few  of  the  subjects 
discussed  in  HUNTLEY'S  MANUAL  FOR 
EVERY  BAPTIST.  This  book  has  been 
commended  as  the  best  basic  course  in 
Christian  leadership  education  for  Baptist 
church  members. 


Therefore  those  in  leadership  or  whatev 
your  Church-Related  Position  Descriptl 
is,  whether  Presidents,  Directo 
Chairpersons,  or  Coordinators  in  order  to 
more 
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Vice  President  News 


From  the  Desk  of 
Charles  T.  Bullock 

Vice  President  At  Large 

A  Call  to  Service 
To  serve  this  present  age,  my  calling  to  fulfill 


shepherd's  staff,  to  lead  the  people  of  God 
out  of  bondage.  But  this  was  enough  when 
used  in  the  power  of  the  Lord. 

As  we  consider  the  ministry  of  this  con- 
vention, I  believe  we  are  to  use  the  means 
we  have  at  hand,  trusting  in  the  power  and 
blessings  of  God  to  lead  us  in  every  good 
work.  There  are  people  in  bondage  we  need 
to  rescue.  We  have  our  call  from  God,  not 
from  the  burning  bush,  but  from  the  blessed 
Spirit.  We  have  our  shepherd's  staff  on 
which  to  lean.  We  can  rescue  the  perishing; 
we  can  encourage  the  faithful;  we  can  build 
a  spirit  within  our  convention  that  ^ill 
equip  and  encourage  the  Baptist  churches 
throughout  this  state  to  be  devoted  and 
committed  spiritually  and  financially  in 
order  that  we  might  serve  this  present  age. 
We  can  use  our  resources,  our  time  and  our 
talents,  our  voices  and  our  minds,  our 
money  and  our  inspiration  to  deliver  our 
people  from  the  present  day  bondages. 
There  is  the  bondage  of  suffering  because 
of  the  lack  of  adequate  health  care,  the 
bondage  of  the  inability  of  some  to  pur- 
chase affordable  homes,  the  bondage  of 
adopted  and  foster  children  and  the  list  goes 
on.  These  are  some  issues  with  which  we 
must  deal;  but  before  we  make  excuses,  let 
us  consider  that  which  the  Lord  has  put  in 
our  hands.  The  Lord  has  put  resources  in 
our  hands  and  has  equipped  us  with  minds 
to  secure  necessary  resources. 

Let  us  therefore,  use  to  the  glory  of  God 
that  which  we  have  in  our  hands  to  lead  our 
people  out  of  bondage  in  this  the  twenty- 
first  century.  For  the  Lord  knows  our  needs 
and  He  stands  ready  to  help  us.  Therefore, 
it  is  my  prayer  that  God  will  strengthen  our 
steps,  enlarge  our  vision,  quicken  our 
hopes,  purify  our  motives,  remind  us  of  the 
things  which  do  not  change,  help  us  to 
change  the  things  we  can,  give  us  the  wis- 
dom to  know  the  difference  and  .secure  us  to 
life's  unfading  treasures  as  we  serve  the 
present  age. 


Charles  T.  Bullock 


od  had  called  each  of  us  to  service  just  as 
J  called  Moses  and  many  other  biblical 
laracters.  When  Moses  was  called  to  lead 
le  Israelites  out  of  bondage  to  freedom,  he 
id  an  encounter  (conversation)  with  God. 
od  asked  Moses  a  question  and  the  occa- 
on  of  the  question  was  to  reveal  His  power 
•  the  man  who  was  trying  to  excuse  him- 
;lf  from  righteous  responsibility. 

According  to  the  book  of  Exodus,  the 
;ene  takes  place  in  the  land  of  Arabia 
here  Moses  is  tending  a  flock  of  sheep  for 
'S  father-in-law.  While  there  over  against 
le  mountain  he  beheld  a  flame  of  fire  com- 
'g  out  of  a  bush.  God  spoke  to  him  out  of 
'.e  flame  and  commanded  him  to  go  to 
gypt  where  he  was  to  lead  the  children  of 
rael  out  of  the  land  of  bondage.  As  Moses 
lade  excuses,  feeling  inadequate  to  the 
isk,  God  asked  him  "What  is  that  in  your 
and?"  Moses  quickly  answered  it's  a  rod. 
led  told  Moses  to  cast  it  on  the  ground, 
/hen  he  obeyed,  the  rod  became  a  serpent 
id  Moses  fled  from  before  it.  Then  God 
aid  "Put  forth  thine  hand  and  take  it  by  the 
fil."  When  Moses  caught  the  serpent,  it 
pcame  a  rod  again.  This  was  the  only 
feapon  Moses  had  in  hand,  the  simple  little 


From  the  Desk  of  the 
Fourth  Vice-President 

Rev.  Nilous  M.  Avery,  II,  M.  Div. 

To  the  beloved  saints  of  the  General  Baptist  family  and  all  who  love  the 
Lord: 

"Grace,  mercy,  and  peace  from  God  our  Father  and  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord" 

(  1  Timothy  1:2b,  NKJV  )  . 


The  amazing  thing  about  the  dandelion  is 
its  ability  to  persevere  -'-  to  rise  above  its 
surroundings.  No  matter  how  high  the  grass 
grows  or  how  dry  the  ground  becomes.  The 
dandelion,  much  to  the  dismay  of  many  gar- 
deners, will  rise  above  it  all! 

Some  people  am  like  that.  They  rise 
above  it  all.  Discouragement  and  troubles, 
they  RISE!  Distress  and  criticism,  they 
RISE!  Limited  resources  and  a  succession 
of  failures,  they  RISE!  Red  seas  in  front, 
pharaohs  in  the  back,  mountains  on  the 
side,  they  RISE!  Hungry  lions,  flaming  fur- 
naces, high  walls,  ungrateful  murmurers, 
they  RISE! 

Whey  rise  above  it  all  because,  like  the 
dandelion,  they  understated  that  nothing 
can  keep  them  down  when  they  reach  up  for 
God's  sunshine.  They  refuse  to  be  smoth- 
ered anal  bound  by  circumstances.  The  dan- 
delion not  only  adds  color  to  the  drab  places 
of  earth.  It  eventually  scatters  seed. 

The  Central  Children's  Home  in  Oxford 
is  similar  to  the  dandelion.  It  has  been  able 
to  RISE  ABOVE  IT  ALL  throughout  its 
existence.  It  has  often  been  overlooked  and 
unappreciated.  But  through  it  all,  the 
"home"  provided  color  in  drab  places  for 
many  young  people.  A  great  number  have 
left  "the  home"  and  have  become  ambas- 
sadors of  Christ  through  their  service. 

Your  prayers  and  support  have  made  this 
possible,  please  continue  to  be  good  stew- 
ards of  this  ministry.  Rise  above  the  tenden- 
cy to  assume  that  all  is  well  ...refuse  to  be 
smothered  by  daily  routines  and  "busyness" 
that  may  not  always  glorify  God  &  edify 
others.  Contact  Mr.  Michael  Alston  today 
and  set  up  a  Central  Children's  Home  Day 
in  your  cburch/community.  You  may  also 
contact  me  to  come  and  share  more  about 
this  glorious  ministry: 

(704)  637-0954  (o);  (704)  637-1.137  (fax), 
AveryRevKin@aol.com  (E-mail.). 


I  am  looking  forward  to  seeing  you  soon. 
"The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with 
you  all.  Amen"  {Philippians  4:23,  NKJV). 


Reverend  Nilous  M.  Avery,  II 


Throughout  His  earthly  ministry,  Jesus 
had  a  knack  for  glorifying  the  common 
things  and  common  people.  He  defended 
the  defenseless,  healed  the  afflicted, 
received  the  outcasts,  ate  with  the  sinners, 
delivered  the  downtrodden,,  elevated  the 
oppressed,  gave  worth  to  women,  loved  the 

lepers  you  name  it,  Jesus  did  it.  He  shook 

up  the  foundation  of  political  correctness 
mad  religious  self-piety. 

Because  of  Jesus,  many  insignificant 
things  took  on  new  significance.  Light,  salt, 
sparrows,  lilies,  a  crown  of  thorns,  an  old 
rugged  cross,  a  borrowed  tomb,  bread  & 
wine.  Nothing  was  too  small.  .  .  nobody 
was  too  insignificant  to  merit  the  attention 
of  our  ford.  This  brings  to  mind,  the  fact 
flax  in  a  few  weeks,  spring  will,  break  forth 
in  all  its  splendor.  New  life  will  appear  in 
all  its  colorful  glory.  The  handiwork  of  God 
will  once  again  provide  a  marvelous  array 
of  greenery  and  pageantry. 

I  all  of  this,  the  common  dandelion  will, 
make  its  presence  felt.  The  dandelion  is 
interesting.  It  will  grow  where  nothing  else 
will.  It  is  not  prejudice,  picky,  nor  persnick- 
ety about  where  it  will  grow.  It  will  grow  in 
the  yard  of  the  rich  or  the  poor.  The  dande- 
lion could  care  less  about  the  race,  religion, 
culture,  or  creed  of  the  yard's  owner.  It  will 
grow  wherever  it  can  take  root. 
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SOME  THINGS  YOU  SHOULD  KNOW  ABOUT 
CHURCH  BONDS 


■  \Mial  Ar  e  C  hurch  Bonds? 

Church  Bonds  arc  Lcrtillcatcs  issued  to  pro\  idc  funds  lor  buildings 
or  some  olher  nnimciai  need.  Clo\enimciUs.  corporations,  utilities 
and  olher  non-profit  organizations  issue  Bonds  lo  llnance  many 
kinds  of  projects. 

•1  Are  Bonds  Like  Slofk? 

No.  Stock  represents  ownership,  while  Bonds  represent  borrowed 
money.  With  Bonds,  the  borrower  (church)  agrees  lo  repa%  the 
in\eslors  their  principal  with  interest, 

■  How  Is  Interest  Paid? 

Simple  interest  Bonds  pa\  the  interest  b\  check  each  six  moitths. 
Compound  interest  Bonds  accrue  and  compound  the  interest  each 
SIX  months  with  principal  and  inlerest  paid  at  niaturit> .  For  the 
interest  rates  on  our  Bonds,  consult  the  back  ol'lhis  brochure. 

B  What  Secures  M\  l^^  cstment? 

The  prospectus  includes  a  seclion  entitled  Security  for  the  Bonds 
Questions  with  regard  to  the  security  ol  lhe  bonds  are  addressed  in 
this  section. 

B  W  hat  Denominations  .Are  Available? 

Bonds  are  available  in  ' \ear  increments  in  an\  multiple  of'S25{). 

H  HoM  Do  I  Purchase  \  C  hurch  Bond? 

Bonds  are  offered  b\  churches  onl>  b>  means  of  a  prospectus, 
which  sets  forth  the  infomialion  sou  need  to  knov\  bel'ore  making 
the  investment.  Copies  of  the  prospectus  are  av  ailable  from  either 
the  church  or  the  broker. 


■  How  Do  1  Redeem  M>  Bonds? 

■V  ou  realh  do  not  have  lo  do  anything,  since  ihe  bonds  are  issued 
m  book  enUy  form,  Cpon  maturit\,  the  T  rustee  wdl  automatically 
mail  \ou  a  check  for  vour  principal  plus  an>  accrued  interest.  You 
will  receive  an  acknow ledgmeni  w  ithin  ihirty  da\s  of  purcltase  lhal 
the  Trustee  has  registered  your  church  Bond(s),  Be  sure  to  inform 
ihe  T'ruslee  if  your  address  changes, 

■  Can  The  Church  Pay  The  Bond  Off  Before  Maturity? 

Yes.  the  church  can  redeem  anv  or  all  of  its  Bonds  on  three-month 
intervals  provided  ihe  owner  of  record  receives  a  thirty-day  notice. 
The  Church  w  ould  pa\  the  accnied  interest  through  the  date  of  the 
••call." 

H  W  hen  Does  The  Intei  est  Begin? 

The  inlerest  begins  to  accrue  on  the  issue  date  provided  the  escro\\ 
ageni  receives  payment  for  the  Bond(s)  on  or  before  that  dale. 
Otherw  ise,  interest  will  begin  on  the  date  payment  is  received  by 
the  escrovv  agent. 

•  C  an  Bonds  Be  Tsed  To  I  und  IR.\  .Accounts? 

^'es.  You  can  usuallv  transfer  (rollover)  vour  present  IRA  or  SEP 
funds  into  a  Self-Directed  Account.  You  ihen  instruct  your  Trustee 
(o  purchase  Bonds  lo  fund  that  account, 

B  C~an  I  Cash  My  Church  Bond  At  An\  Time? 

No,  However  you  would  be  free  lo  sell  your  Bond,  give  it  avvay.  or 
borrow  nu)ne\  on  il.  You  cannot  redeem  il,  though-  until  it 
matures, 

Bi  Is  The  Interest  Taxable? 

Yes.  interest  on  church  Bonds  is  taxable  as  ordinarv  income.  T  he 
»      owner  will  receive  a  10*^9  annualh  from  the  rciiislrar. 


istory  of  the  Church 


New  St,  John  Baptist  Church  of  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina,  was  founded  in  1914,  In 
1920,  the  church  constructed  its  first 
building.  The  church  moved  to  its  present 
location  in  1965  where  they  purchased 
and  renovated  an  existing  5,280  square 
foot  church  sanctuary.  The  current  facility 
IS  two  stories  with  meeting  rooms  and 
classrooms  on  the  lower  level  and 
worship  area  on  the  upper  area.  The 
basic  construction  is  brick  on  block  with 
wood  frame  interior  and  roofing. 


ommunity  Profile 


The  church  is  located  in  Charlotte,  North 
Carolina.  Charlotte  is  the  trade,  industrial, 
medical,  transportation,  cultural,  financial, 
and  educational  center  of  the  Charlotte 
Metropolitan  Statistical  Area,  Charlotte 
has  a  population  of  approximately 
527,291,  with  Mecklenburg  County  having 
a  population  of  approximately  612  000, 
The  church  is  surrounded  by  single-family 
residences  on  all  sides,  with  homes 
valued  from  $50,000  to  $70,000.  Major 
employers  in  the  area  include,  IBM, 
University  Hospital  and  First  Union, 


roceeds  of  this 
Will  be  Used  to... 


Issue 


To  construct  a  multi-purpose  church 
facility.  This  two-story  multi-purpose  facility 
will  seat  approximately  531  In  the 
sanctuary,  not  including  the  choir  area  and 
will  also  include  education  space  and  a 
fellowship  hall.  This  facility  will  encompass 
an  estimated  20,000  square  feet  of  floor 
space  The  total  estimated  construction 
costs  are  $1,714,994. 


embership/Revenues 


Year 


Membership  Revenues 


2001'  614  S227  322 

2000  552   $244,853 

1999  496  ,$230,107 

•Period  ending  8/30/01 


ffiliations 


The  church  is  affiliated  with  the  General 
Baptist  State  Convention  and  the 
Mecklenburg  General  Baptist  Association, 


-ecurity  for  Payment  of 
Bonds 

The  bonds  of  this  issue  will  be  secured 
by  a  general  mortgage  lien  of  the  Trust 
Indenture  on  property  of  the  Issuer 
located  at  2000  St,  Johns  Church  Road. 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina.  An  appraiser 
estimates  the  market  value  of  5,271 
acres  of  land  together  with  existing 
improvements  thereon  and  to  be 
constructed  thereon  to  be  $2,200,000 
as  of  the  estimated  completion  date  of 
February,  2002,  The  "As  Is"  market 
value  of  the  existing  land  and  facilities  is 
estimated  to  be  $850,000  as  of  May  18, 
2001 .  The  bonds  of  this  issue  are  and 
will  remain  subordinate  to  the 
$1,000,000  loan  from  Wachovia  Bank, 


hewardship 


On  October  30  1998,  the  church 
conducted  a  capital  stewardship 
campaign  in  which  written  pledges  were 
received  from  members  totaling 
$89,000,  which  fund's  are  to  be  used 
toward  the  building  project. 
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INTEREST  RATES 

Maturities        Aunual  Rates 

6  months  4.50% 

1  year  4.75% 

1.5  years  5.25% 

2.0  to  2.5  years  5.50% 

3.0  to   3.5  years  5.75% 

4.0  to   4.5  years  6.00% 

,  5.0  to   5.5  yeans  6.75% 

6.0  to  10.0  years  7.25% 

10.5  to  12.0  years  7.50% 

12.5  to  14.0  years  7.75% 

14.5  to  15.0  years  8.00% 

Bonds  of  this  issue  mature  seini- 
annuiilly  on  May  1 0  and  November 
10.  Some  bonds  pay  the  interest  by 
check  each  six  months,  while  others 
compound  semi-annually  with  both 
principal  and  interest  paid  at  maturity. 
The  bonds  are  offered  in  multiples  o1 
$250.00  

77ks  cninoim^emc  nl  is  m  iliw.i-  an  otkr  l,>  .«-,7  »«r  a 

.■sohcHatiim  o;  an  oihr  ■„>  hin:   Th^  ofU-rim;  :i  maJn 

hy  llu   /Vov,.,t7„..  /,.  „A-,v;,  mUyeiKC       made  for  Ike 

r/n  v.-  .<•<  ,,77,-u-v         n„l  />,-  ^<.i;/.»(.-«rf  >.  i:h  ,he  SccuriH,:^ 

ii„d^r  .ivi7.,i,!  .'  I.I,  !4i  of  !lK  Secuyiiifi  .Ul  ol 
!ifiiri>ii<;i         Thc'-^c     •:cciirilu-v    u  ili    he    t  X6'mpf  IrfifH 
'-f^i'.lrul-if'!.  <jf  </il!ey^iM'  liti/ihfkcj  tor  Ui!-s  .n  ali  ^lole^ 
IK  whKh  liny  nr,-  oftmd  rii'.ri  it,  kIulIi  flalcn  A'lVt., 
l.<-avdi  &  <:„  ix  iiMihlird  l;  ,«  I  ,is  „  I  i,;il,-r  ,w  llrr.Ur 


$S00,000  General       Issue  Date: 

Mortg^a^e  Bond  Issue  November  10. 

2001 


Rax      f ''rr 


rJUilCxJ 


Architectural  Drawing  of  Proposed  Facility 


Charlotte,  North  Carolina 


Semi- Annual  Ma  turities: 
6  months  through  13 years 


Nation.ii  .  1  ~i:«:iiuk,ix  i.l  Srr  iirine^  ntnlcr^  iS.  \.SI» 
Si'*-iirit  if^  hit  fsfiir  Prt^tfctioii  Corporation  (Sll'(.') 
Secoritirx  Inilu^rrr  Af  xocintmn  (S!A  I 
S'jtfioii^l  /\.ssoei3ttort  of  i'lturch  jrid 
lrts-tiltttit>ti,il  Fiiiaiteitifi  Orfi^oizaliom..  Inc.  {XAi'lIX}) 
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New  Saint  JohrTX 
Baptist  Church 
Charlotte,  North 
Carolina 


invites  your  indication 
of  interest  in 

$500,000 

General  Mortgage  Bonds 


Simple  Interest  income  Chart 

Amount  Invested/Semi-Annual  Income 


Rate 

Year 

$20,000 

$10,000 

$5,000 

$1,000 

$500 

$250 

4.50% 

$450  00 

$225.00 

$112.50 

$22,50 

$11  25 

$5  63 

4.75% 

1 

475  00 

237  50 

118  75 

23.75 

1 1  88 

5.94 

5.25% 

525  00 

262,50 

131  25 

26.25 

13  13 

6  56 

5.50% 

2 

550.00 

275.00 

137.50 

27.50 

13  75 

6.88 

Compound  Interest  Growth  Chart 

Amount  Invested/Maturity 

Value 

Rate 

Year 

S20.000 

$10,000 

$5,000 

$1,000 

$SO0 

$250 

5  50% 

2Vz 

$22,905  47 

$11,452  73 

$5,726.37 

$1,145.27 

5572.64 

$286.32 

5.75% 

3 

$23,707  68 

$11,853,84 

$5,926  92 

$1,185.38 

.  $592.69 

$296  35 

5  83%  Annual  Yteid 

3% 

24,389.28 

12,194.64 

6,097,32 

1,219.46 

609,73 

304.87 

6.00% 

4 

$25,335.40 

$12,667.70 

$6,333.85 

$1,266.77 

$633.39 

$316.69 

5  09%  Annus!  Yie!d 

4% 

26,095.46 

13.047.73 

6,523.87 

1,304.77 

652.39 

326.19 

6  75% 

5 

$27,873.10 

$13,936  55 

$6,968.27 

$1,393,65 

$696.83 

$348.41 

6,86%  Aiinuai  Yield 

5% 

28,813,81 

14,406.91 

7,203,45 

1,440.69 

720.35 

360  17 

7.25% 

6 

$30  662,29 

$15,331.14 

$7,665.57 

$1,533.11 

$766,56 

$383  26 

7.36%  Annual  Yield 

31,773.79 

15,886.90 

7.943.45 

1,588  69 

794  34 

397.17 

7 

32.925  59 

16,462.80 

8,231.40 

1,646  28 

823  14 

411.5T 

7M. 

34  119  15 

17,059.57 

8.529  79 

1,705  96 

852.98 

426.49 

8 

35.355  96 

17,677.98 

8,838.99 

1  767  80 

883  90 

441.95 

8% 

36,637  62 

18,318.81 

9,159.40 

1  831  88 

915  94 

457.97 

9 

37,965.73 

18.982.87 

9,491,43 

1.898  29 

949,14 

474.57 

39,341,99 

19,670  99 

9  835.50 

1  967  10 

983.55 

491.77 

10 

40,768.14 

20,384  07 

10,192.03 

2,038.41 

1,019,20 

509  60 

7  50% 

10% 

$43,329.15 

$21,664.58 

$10,832.29 

$2,166.46 

$1,083.23 

$541.61 

7  64%  Annual  Yield 

11 

44,954  00 

22,477  00 

11.238  50 

2  247.70 

1,123  85 

561.92 

IIH 

46,639.77 

23,319  89 

11,659.94 

2,331.99 

1,165.99 

583.00 

12 

48,388  76 

24,194  38 

12,097  19 

2,419  44 

1.209.72 

604  86 

7,75% 

12 '72 

$51 ,737  56 

$25,868  78 

312,934  39 

$2,586.88 

$1,293,44 

$646  72 

7  90%  Annual  Yield 

13 

53,742.39 

26,871  19 

13,435  60 

2,687  12 

1.343.56 

671.78 

13Vi 

55,824,90 

27,912.45 

13,956.23 

2,791  25 

1,395,62 

697.81 

14 

57,988.12 

28,994  06 

14,497.03 

2,899.41 

1,449.70 

724  85 

8.00% 

1414 

$62,373.03 

$31,186.51 

$15,593.26 

$3,118  65 

$1,559.33 

S779  66 

8         Annuel  Yield 

15 

64,867.95 

32,433.98 

16,216  99 

3,243,40 

1,621  70 

810  85 

1^^^^^            Rives,  Leavell  &  Co 

.Rives,, 


janssen  Carr-Barfield 


»4O0Cr«cerH  Cre<rn,  S*Jtte  C-tOO 
C»ry,  S(Wth  Oroltna  2751  f 
SINCE  iMJ  Plwne.  (919)  85S-7817 

Fan  (919} 816-9241 

MEMBER.  NASD/SJPC/SIA     E-n>al!  ;ca rT^>* rfi e I d«nvM lejvcH.com 


This  chart  rBpmsents  the  value  of  securities  d  payment 
IS  rsceived  by  the  escrow  agent  on  or  before  the  <ssoe 
date  Payment  made  after  the  issue  date  or  securrlies 
called  before  maturity  \vtll  earn  interest  at  the  rate 
specified  but  the  actual  doilar  amount  at  redemption  wili 
be  less  than  shown.  This  announcement  is  neither  an 
offer  to  self  nor  the  soticitaion  of  an  offer  to  buy  these 
socunbes  The  offering  is  made  by  prospectus  only 


iaritma)  Ahik  tan- 


J 


Twenty-four 


Baptist  Informer 


April  20 


Church  Marks  130  Years 


Ebenezer  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  La  Grange,  NC,  Ii  r 


From  the  (Lagrange 
Weekly  Gazette 

LAGRANGE  -  On  Sunday,  mambers  of 
LaGrange  Ebenezer  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  and  guest  gathered  for  special  ser- 
vices honoring  the  history  of  the  church. 
During  the  ceremony,  a  plaque  listing  the 
church  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places  was  placed  at  the  front  entrance. 

An  appearance  and  speech  by  the  state 
Rep.  Dan  Blue  was  the  highlight  of  the  ser- 
vice, said  the  Rev.  Michael  Johnson,  the 
church's  pastor.  In  addition,  there  was  a 
performance  by  a  mime  team  from  the  Sally 
B.  Howard  School  of  Arts  in  Wilson. 

Johnson,  the  church's  13thpastor  in  130 
years,  said  the  church  was  able  to  obtain  the 
listing  as  a  historical  place  through  the 
cooperation  of  the  president  of  the 
LaGrange  Redevelopment  Foundation, 
Conway  Rose.  He  said  Rose  contacted  him 
about  the  listing 

"Without  Mr.  Rose's  assistance,  our 
efforts  would  have  been  very  difficult," 
Johnson  stated.  "We  at  Ebenezer 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  are  very  thank- 
ful for  the  Rose's  help." 

Johnson  said  the  event  was  symbolic  of 
the  outstanding  leadership  provided  in  the 
stoic  history  of  the  church.  Success  of  the 
church  is  due  in  part  to  outstanding  leader- 
ship of  past  members,  such  as  Ruth  Bryant, 
Ira  Branch  and  Eugene  shaw,  Johnson 
added.  "Ebenezer  would  not  be  where  it  is 


Historical  Plague  Dedication  Ceremony 
Sunday  February  3,  2002 
4:00  p  m 


I 


pholo  by  Weekly  Gazcllii/GLENN  PENUEL 

The  Rev.  Michael  Johnson  displays  a  plaque 
marking  Ebenezer  Missionary  Baptist 
Church's  entry  into  the  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places 

today  without  the  hard  work  and  efforts  of 
the  many  great  people  we  have  to  serve  the 
Lord  in  years  gone  by,"  Johnson  said. 

The  history  of  Ebenezer  M.B.  Church 
began  in  the  early  part  of  the  19th  century 
under  a  brush  shelter  by  the  late  Rev.  R.H. 
harper  and  Brother  Ingram  Patterson. 

Following  several  years  under  a  variety 
of  pastors,  the  Rev.  R.W.  Pate  was  called  to 
help  the  congregation  fulfill  its  dream. 
During  his  service,  the  present  structure 
was  built. 

Organized  in  1871,  Ebenezer  Missionary 
Baptist  Church  now  has  270  members. 


(Left  to  right:) 

Dr.  Michael  A.  Johnson,  Pastor;  First  Lady  Sister  Wanda  Johnson;  Former  Pastor  Rever 
David  Hammond;  Honorable  Dan  Blue,  N.C.  House  of  Representatives  and  U.  S.  Set 
Candidate;  Dr.  Allen  Mewborn,  Chairman  of  Deacon  Board  and  Historical  Prog, 
Committee  Member;  Deacon  Charles  Joyner,  Historical  Program  Committee  Member, 
Attorney  Irving  Joyner,  Chairperson  of  Historical  Program 

Other  Dignitaries  in  attendance: 

Honorable  Phil  Baddour,  N.C.  House  of  Representatives 
Majority  Leader;  Honorable  Woodard  Gurley,  Mayor  of  La 
Grange;  Honorable  Johnny  Mosley,  Mayor  of  Kinston; 
Honorable  George  Graham,  Chairman,  Lenoir  County  Board  of 

Commissioners;  Mr.  Conway  Rose,  Director,  La  Grange 
Redevelopment  Foundation;  Bishop  J.  Ervin  Reddick,  General 
Bishop  of  the  United  American  Free  Will  Baptist  Denomination, 
Inc;  Reverend  Dr.  Willie  J.  Cox,  Moderator  of  the  Bear  Creek 
Missionary  Baptist  Association;  and  various  local  pastors. 

Submitted  by: 
Dr.  Michael  A.  Johnson 


APRIL  25  -  27,  2002 

MS.  OCTAVTA  IVORY 
COORDINATORS 

HOST  PASTOR:  REVEREND  S.  BARROW,  III 

ST.  LUKE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
MOREHEAD  CITV,  NC 

YOUTH  PRAISE  DANCERS,  SIGN  EANCiUAGE  FOR  WORSHIP, 
HANDS  ON  PIANO  TECTINIQl/ES,  VOOAE  TECHNIQUES  FOR 

CHOIRS,  BODY  &  SOUL  HEAI/FH  ISSUES, 
INTRODI  C  INC;  THE  NEW  AFRICAN  AMERICAN  HERTIAGE 

HYIVINAL 

PUEASE  SEND  YOUR  MINISTERS  OF  MUSIC,  CHOIR 
DIRECTORS,  MUSICIANS  AND  CHOIR  MEMBERS. 


The  General  Baptist 
Convention 
now  accepts 
MASTERCARD 
or 
VISA 

www.gbsc.org. 

Call  for  more  information: 
800-639-GBSC 
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Arrogance  continued... 

party  who  held  the  balance  of  power, 
run  roughshod  over  an  already  wouni 
people,  God  shifted  one  mans  allegi^jj 
and  change  the  political  legislative  cour 
this  nation.  And,  then  God  showed  me  ''| 
if  he  desired  a  mere  pretzel  could  chanj, 
nations  outlook.  Maybe  that's  w| 
Solomon  was  talking  about  when  he  saiJ 
The  king's  heart  is  in  the  hand  of  the  lA 
as  the  rivers  of  waters:  he  turneth  it  wh\ 
ersoever  he  will.  Every  way  of  a  man 
right  in  his  own  eyes:  but  the  Lord  pi 
dereth  the  hearts.  To  do  justice  and  jia 
ment  is  more  acceptable  than  sacrces.  I 
high  look  and  a  proud  heart,  and  the  /;/.| 
ing  of  the  wicked,  is  sin.  (Proverbs  21:1- 

Keep  on  praying  church  God  is  still  m  c| 
trol! 

Tra-il  dark  on  ev-ry  hand,  arid  we  can- 
un-derstand.  All  the  ways  that  God  wc\ 
lead  us  to  that  bless-ed  Promised  .handt 
He  guides  us  with  his  eye  and  we'll  foil 
till  we  die:  For  we  'II  un-derstand  it  hette\ 
and  by. 
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More  Adoption  and  Foster  Care  News, 


Steps  to  Adoptions 

By  Earl  Horton 
Director  of  Public  Relations 
GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry 


Before  considering  on  becoming  an 
doptive  and  foster  care  parent  there  are 
everal  steps  that  must  be  completed  before 

child  could  be  placed  in  a  home.  The 
doption  and  foster  care  process  will  not  go 
y  quickly.  With  the  Holy  Spirit  guiding 
ou  along  the  way  no  problem  should  exist, 
'he  only  barrier  that  could  be  present  is  the 
arrier  not  willing  to  be  broken  by  a  family 
r  individual  who  does  not  want  to  make  a 
ifference  in  the  life  of  child. 

Choose  an  Adoption  Agency 

The  North  Carolina  County  Departments 
f  Social  Services,  as  well  as  private  agen- 
ies,  can  provide  or  arrange  for  adoption 
ervices.  There  are  no  fees  to  adopt  a  wait- 
ig  child  through  any  Department  of  Social 
Services  or  licensed  child  placing,  state- 
ontracted  agency.  You  will  want  to  ask 
bout  adoption  assistance  benefits  and  sup- 
orts  available  for  an  adopted  child  and  the 
me  frame  for  completing  the  pre-place- 
lent  assessment. 

lubmit  an  Application 

To  begin  the  process,  you  will  fust  com- 
iete  an  application  for  adoption  at  the 
gency  you  select.  The  agency  will  ask 
bout  your  family  and  the  types  of  children 
lat  you  would  like  to  parent. 

Complete  the  Pre-Placement  Assessment 

You  will  participate  in  a  series  of  family 
onsultations  with  a  social  worker  to  help 
ou  understand  both  the  adoption  process 
nd  your  responsibilities  as  an  adoptive  par- 
nt.  Your  agency  may  require  you  to  take 
pecial  preparation  and  selection  classes  to 
irepare  you  to  become  an  adoptive  parent, 
'hese  classes  are  important.  They  will  pro- 
ide  you  with  information  and  the  neces- 
ary  skills  to  prepare  you  for  a  child  who 


has  experience  losses.  They  also  help  you 
assess  your  ability  to  provide  a  home  for 
such  a  child. 

Work  with  your  Social  Worker  to  Find  the 
Right  Child 

Once  your  pre-placement  assessment  is 
completed  your  social  worker  will  work 
with  you  to  locate  a  child  whose  needs  can 
be  met  in  your  family. 
Visit  with  Your  Child 

Once  a  child  has  been  identified  for  you, 
a  visiting  plan  is  set  up  so  that  the  child  and 
your  family  can  get  to  know  each  other 
before  a  placement  is  made. 

Bring  Your  Child  Home 

All  children,  even  young  children,  will 
have  some  adjustment  problems  when  they 
join  a  new  family.  A  child  moving  into  a 
new  home  needs  much  patience,  tolerance 
and  love.  Your  social  worker  should  be 
there  to  support  you. 

Supervisory  Period 

North  Carolina  law  requires  your  child  to 
be  in  your  home  at  least  three  to  six  months 
before  the  adoption  process  can  be  legally 
completed.  In  some  instances  the  time 
needed  for  adjustment  and  support  will  be 
longer.  During  this  time,  your  social  work- 
er will  visit  with  you  in  your  home  to  pro- 
vide support  and  assistance. 

Legalize  the  Adoption  in  Court 

While  some  adoptive  parents  choo.se  to 
file  their  own  legal  documents,  it  is  recom- 
mended that  you  use  an  attorney  for  filing 
the  legal  proceedings.  The  legal  fees  can  be 
reimbursed  for  waiting  children  of  North 
Carolina. 


(Top  photo)Jo-Hlleii  I'aific  workiiif;  so  diligently  at  the  Minister's  Conference  held  in  Charlotte. 
(Bottom  photo)  The  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Booth  at  the  Minister's  Conference  held  in 
Charlotte. 


'eresh  Lee,  Foster  Parent  and  Church 
lemher  of  First  Baptist  Church-Holly  Springs 


The  Reverend  Otis  Byrd,  Pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church-Holly  Springs 


Answers  to  commonly 
asked  questions... 

By  Earl  Horton 
Director  of  Public  Relations 
GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry 

Who  are  the  children? 

The  children  in  North  Carolina  are  wait- 
ing for  adoption  because  birth  parents'  legal 
rights  have  been  relinquished  voluntarily  or 
the  courts  have  terminated  the  parental 
rights,  usually  because  of  abuse  or  neglect. 
Most  of  the  children  are  school-aged,  some 
are  teen-agers,  some  have  brothers  and/or 
sisters  who  need  a  family  where  they  can 
grow  up  together,  some  have  special  needs, 
but  all  need  the  love  and  support  of  a  per- 
manent family  of  their  own  through  adop- 
tion. Kids  grow  better  in  families. 
Who  can  adopt? 

In  North  Carolina,  a  single  person  or 
married  couple  over  1 8  years  old  can  adopt. 
You  can  rent  an  apartment  or  own  your  own 
home,  work  outside  your  home  or  be  a  stay- 
at-home  parent.  You  can  be  a  parent 
already  or  have  no  children  at  home. 
Adoptive  parents  come  from  all  walks  of 
life,  with  a  wide  range  of  life  styles, 
philosophies,  and  jobs.  Parents  who  want  to 
adopt  need  to  consider  what  it  mean  to 
adopt  a  child  into  their  family  and  how  this 
will  affect  their  lives,  as  well  as  the  life  of 
the  child.  They  must  be  ready  to  give  a 
child  or  children  opportunities  to  develop  at 
their  own  rate  to  their  fullest  abilities-phys- 
ically,  academically,  socially,  and  emolion- 
ally-with  realistic  expectations.  Adoptive 
parents  need  to  be  willing  to  share  their 


home  and  accept  as  a  full  member  of  the 
family  a  child  who  needs  a  loving  home. 

How  much  does  it  cost  to  adopt? 

There  is  generally  no  fee  to  adopt  one  of 
North  Carolina's  waiting  children. 
What  is  a  subsidy? 

A  subsidy  is  adoption  assistance  avail- 
able to  help  meet  expenses  of  caring  for 
adopted  children.  Adoption  assistance  is 
based  on  the  child's  needs,  not  the  parents' 
fmancial  situation.  The  amount  of  assis- 
tance may  vary  according  to  the  child's  age 
and  needs.  Additional  assistance  may  be 
available  to  help  pay  for  medical,  psycho- 
logical, or  other  services.  You  may  also 
qualify  for  reimbursement  of  some  adop- 
tion costs 

What  is  a  pre-placement  assessment? 

Families  who  want  to  adopt  a  child  must 
have  a  pre-placement  assessment  (home 
study)  from  a  licensed  child-placing 
agency.  The  assessment  is  an  educational 
process  to  help  your  social  worker  get  to 
know  you,  and  for  you  to  learn  about  adop- 
tion and  some  of  the  children  needing 
homes.  The  process,  procedures  and 
requirements  vary  from  agency  to  agency, 
usually  consisting  of  a  series  of  educational 
sessions  and  a  combination  of  individual 
and  group  meetings.  The  assessment  will 
take  several  months.  When  you  are  consid- 
ered for  a  child,  the  child's  history,  abilities, 
needs  and  future  expectations  will  be 
shared  and  discussed  with  you.  Decisions 
about  the  placement  made  by  the  child's 
social  worker  are  based  on  the  pre-place- 
ment assessment  of  your  family. 
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Justice  Coalition  continued... 
justice  for  all.  But  over  the  years,  the  faith 
community  has  become  a  divided  people.  A 
hou.se  divided  is  destined  to  fall  and  the 
faith  community  has  been  divided  too  long. 
We  have  been  divided  on  black  and  white 
issues.  We  have  been  divided  on  denomina- 
tional issues.  We  have  been  divided  on  eco- 
nomic issues.  We  have  been  divided  on 
demographical  issues.  We  have  been  divid- 
ed on  doctrinal  issues.  We  have  been  divid- 
ed for  so  long  that  as  faith  based  organiza- 
tions, we  have  literally  turned  on  ourselves 
and  see  our  allies  as  enemies.  As  we  fight 
and  compete  with  one  another,  innocent 
men  and  women  are  being  are  being  wrong- 
ly accused,  unfairly  tried  and  convicted  and 
sentenced  to  long  prison  terms. 

Rather  than  fight  and  compete  against 
one  another,  we  must  circle  the  wagons  and 
collectively  mount  a  defense  against  the 
vigorous  attacks  that  are  incarcerating  and 
crippling  our  communities.  One  means  of 
combating  the  unfair  justice  system  is  to 
form  some  sort  of  Justice  Coalition.  The 
process  is  a  very  easy  one  to  initiate.  The 
coalition  that  we  have  instituted  in 
Johnston,  Lee  and  Harnett  Counties  can 
serve  as  a  model.  It  is  our  desire  to  start  a 
Justice  Coalition  in  every  county  within  the 
state  of  North  Carolina.  Based  on  the  prece- 
dence that  has  been  formed  with  the  free- 
dom campaign  for  Terence  Garner,  every 
community  should  see  the  need  for  such  a 
vanguard  against  injustice. 

_  A  coalition  can  prove  to  be  an  invalu- 
able tool  in  the  fight  for  justice  and  equali- 
ty. Such  a  coalition  should  be  comprised  of 
business  owners,  churches  from  all  denom- 
inations, citizens  of  all  ethnic  backgrounds; 
elected  officials,  civil  rights,  fraternal  and 


civic  organizations/clubs.  As  a  coalition, 
the  primary  aim  is  the  pursuit  of  justice,  not 
division.  As  a  coalition  of  citizens  in  the 
pursuit  of  justice,  there  are  many  measures 
that  can  be  taken  to  ensure  that  justice  is 
never  sidetracked.  A  coalition  can  present  a 
presence  with  a  message  of  non-tolerance. 
Requests  can  be  made  to  the  Judicial 
Standards  Commission  to  raise  questions 
concerning  judges.  The  North  Carolina 
State  Bar  can  be  sought  to  raise  questions 
and  concerns  about  the  conduct  and  mis- 
conduct of  District  Attorneys  and  attorneys. 
As  a  community  we  have  the  authority  to 
ensure  that  our  legal  system  functions  in  a 
manner  that  is  fair  and  impartial. 

The  time  is  now  to  get  involved.  The  time 
is  now  to  bring  about  change.  The  time  is 
now  for  North  Carolina  to  stand  together 
and  say  that  enough  is  enough.  By  remain- 
ing silent,  we  give  the  system  the  consent  to 
continue  on  with  business  as  usual.  To 
remain  silent  gives  the  establishment  the 
green  light  to  continue  sending  innocent 
men  and  women  to  prison.  Every  effort 
should  be  made  to  get  the  truth  the  whole 
truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  Every  effort 
must  be  made  to  ensure  that  all  reasonable 
doubt  is  removed  before  sentences  are  car- 
ried out.  As  community  leaders,  it  is  our 
Christian  duty  to  assist  those  who  fall  vic- 
tim to  a  system  that  practices  segregated 
justice.  For  information  on  how  to  get  a 
coalition  started  in  your  area,  please  contact 
the  First  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  PO 
Box  1422,  Smithfield,  NC  27577  (919) 
9347007.  A  simple  checklist  can  be  applied 
to  determine  if  you  should  get  involved 
and/or  if  a  justice  coalition  is  needed:  "If  it 
were  you  or  your  loved  one  wrongly  con- 
victed, would  you  want  someone  to  come  to 


(Pictured  from  left  to  right) 

Deacon  Reginald  Holly  and  Pastor  William  Head  of  FMBC  Smithfield,  Terence  Garner  and  Rev. 
Dr.  J.B.  Woodhouse,  Moderator  Tar  River  Association/Pastor  Red  Oak  Baptist  Church 


Christian  Education  continues... 

willingness  to  submit  to  the  Lord's  instruc- 
tions and  to  follow  them.  The  Lord  told 
Abram  Leave  your  comfort  zone  and  go  to 
a  land  where  I  will  show  you.  Genesis  12:1- 
3.  That  is  to  say  you  must  be  willing  to 
leave  your  family,  the  comfort  of  your 
home,  the  relative  security  of  the  area  you 
reside  in  and  go  to  some  place  you  probably 
have  never  heard  of  before  and  meet  with 
people  you  do  not  know  in  order  to  do  my 
work.  Then  comes  the  Promises  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Congress.  I  will  (a)  make  the 
Congress  a  great  ministry,  (b)  Pour  out  my 
blessings  before  you,  and  (c  )  make  your 
tenure  a  period  of  greatness  in  the  history  of 
the  Convention.  Just  a  note  to  the  next 
administration.  We  do  not  know  how  the 
Lord  called  Abram.  So  be  careful  how  you 
entertain  strangers  this  could  be  the  Lord 
calling  you  to  minister. 

The  second  imperative  literally  means,  " 
Be  a  blessing."  First  Abram  had  to  obey  and 
submit  to  God.  Then  the  promises  made  in 
the  first  imperative  would  make  him  a 
blessing.  In  other  words  you  have  to  accept 
the  first  imperative  before  you  can  receive 
the  promises  in  the  second.  Having  accept- 
ed God's  terms  in  the  first  imperative  by 
being  faithful  and  submissive  you  receives 
the  three  promises  of  the  second  imperative. 
God  said  (a)  He  would  bless  those  who 
blessed  you,  (b)  curse  those  who  treated 
you  lightly  or  despised  you,  and  (c  )  bless 
the  families  of  the  world,  nation,  state, 
county,  city,  and  Church  through  you. 

Think  on  these  things  before  you  become 
a  candidate  for  a  Congress  Officer.  You  are 
entering  into  a  covenant  with  the  Lord  to 
serve  His  people.  You  are  not  in  charge  God 
is  and  sometimes  the  people's  request  will 
appear  to  be  unreasonable.  Remember  your 
commitment  is  to  put  God's  work  first  in 


your  life.  To  begin  with  each  prospecti' 
officer  MUST  submit  a  letter  of  INTENT 
run  and  COMMITMENT  to  carry  out  tl  - 
mission  in  accordance  with  their  offic  i,,,. 
This  letter  should  be  sent  to  the  Chairm; 
of  the  Nominations  Committee  on  or  befo 
June  1,  2002.  Rev.  Dr.  David  Forbes,  Past 
of  the  Christian  Faith  Baptist  Churc 
Raleigh,  NC  is  the  Chair,  and  the  membe 
are  two  Past  Presidents,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A 
Young  and  Mrs.  Hazel  McLean.  Lette 
may  be  sent  to  the  Conventi( 
Headquarters  addressed  to  Congi 
Nominations  c/o  Dr.  Forbes. 


A  Christian  Education  Moment  for 
YOUTH  and  Young-at-Heart— Quiz 
Dr.  Jasper  P.  Reed,  President, 
Congress  of  Christian  Education. 

Leadership 

1 .  Who  selected  Moses  and  where? 

Exodus  3:1,10 

2.  What  was  Moses'  prayer? 

Numbers  27:15-19 

3.  Why  did  the  Lord  pick  Israel's  kings? 

Deuteronomy  17:15 

4.  What  was  Solomon's  request  from  tl 
Lord?  I  Kings  3:9 

5.  What  did  the  Lord  reveal  to  Jeremiah? 

Jeremiah  1:4-5 

6.  What  prevented  Nehemiah  from  foil 
ing  in  his  predecessor's  footsteps? 

Nehemiah  5:15 

7.  How  did  the  Lord  describe  David? 

Psalm  89:19-21 

8.  How  did  Jesus  express  his  humility? 

John  13:3-5 

9.  Who  is  being  described  in  this  passage 

Colossians  1:14-18 

10.  What  did  Paul  recommend  to  Titus? 

Titus  2:7-8 


Free  At  Last 


Terence  Gamer  embraces  his  mother  Linda  Chambers  in  the  lobby  of  the  Johnston  County  courthouse  In  SmlthHekJ  Tuesday 
momfng  He  Is  flanked  on  the  right  by  Terence  Garner  Justice  Coalition  co^halr  Hev.  William  Headd.  Co^rfwlr  Deacon  Reggie 
Holley  Is  dn  the  left,  partially  obscured  by  a  camera. 

After  4  Years  In  Prison,  Garner  Goes  Home 
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Classified 


[ount  Olive  Missionary  Baptist  Cliurch  is  seeking  applications  for  pastoral  vacancy, 
pplication  must  possess  the  following  qualifications: 

Must  be  experienced,  licensed  and  ordained  missionary  Baptist  minister,  living  according  1st 
mothy  3:1-7  and  Titus  1:6-9. 

Must  be  able  to  develop  and  share  a  vision  for  the  future  growth  and  development  for  the  church. 
Must  possess  the  ability  to  work  with  all  age  groups,  with  particular  emphasis  in  youth  develop- 
ent  and  with  all  auxiliaries  of  the  church. 
Must  possess  effective  oral  and  written  communication  skills. 
Must  be  community  oriented. 

Must  possess  strong  and  proven  administrative  experience,  with  a  broad  knowledge  of  the 
Jptist  doctrines,  church  policies,  and  practices. 

Must  be  able  to  administer  communion,  perform  baptisms,  weddings  and  funerals. 

Must  be  willing  to  work  with  the  New  Bern  Eastern  Missionary  Baptist  Association. 

Education:  Possess  a  high  school  diploma  (or  equivalent)  preferring  a  degree  or  courses  in  semi- 
jy  training,  and  willing  to  further  study. 

Interested  applicants  should  provide  the  following: 

1.  A  resume  of  relevant  experience. 

2.  A  copy  of  certificate  of  license  and  ordination. 

3.  One  business  and  two  personal  reference  (no  family  members). 

All  interested  applicants  should  send  resume,  and  copies  of  certificates  to: 
):  Chairmen  Deacon  Mayor  B.  Credle 
For  Mt.  Olive  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
5972  N.C.  Hwy.  304,  Bayboro,  N.C.  285 15 


Pulpit  Vacancy 

The  pulpit  committeee  of  Olive  Branch  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  accepting  resumes 

for  the  position  of  pastor.  Applicants  should  possess  the  following  qualifications: 

Must  be  a  born-again,  spirit-filled,  ordained  and  divinely  called  minister  with  strong  fami 

ly  and  community  values. 

Must  be  a  licensed  Missionary  Baptist  minister. 

Must  be  able  to  preach  and  teach  Bible  study. 

Must  have  a  broad  knowledge  of  the  Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies  and  procedures. 
Must  have  experience  as  a  senior  or  associate  pastor. 

Must  be  able  to  administer  communion,  perform  baptisms,  weddings  and  funerals. 
Must  possess  strong  and  proven  admistrative  skills  and  experience. 

Must  possess  good  oral  and  written  communication  skills  and  have  the  ability  to  communi 
cate  with  all  age  groups. 

Must  be  a  just  and  fair  individual  and  possess  tact. 

College  degree  is  preferred  but  will  consider  any  combination  of  education  and  pas 
torate  experience. 

Responsibilities  will  be  in  accordance  with  the  bylaws  of  the  church. 

Resumes  should  be  sent  to: 

The  Pulpit  Committee 

Brother  Elonza  Joyner,  Chair 

106  Graves  Avenue 

Elizabeth  City,  N.C.  27909 

elonzajoyner@hotmail.com 


SAVANNAH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

6675  Tabor  Church  Road,  Fayetteville,  NC  28301 
The  pastor's  search  committee  of  Savannah  Missionary  Baptist  is  accepting  letter  of  inter- 
t/resumes  for  the  position  of  Senior  Pastor  from  licensed  and  ordained  Missionary  Baptist 
inisters.  Apply  only  is  you  are  sincerely  interested  and  meet  all  the  qualifications. 
UALIFICATIONS: 

Must  be  Born  again,  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and  called  by  God  to  preach  the  word. 

Must  be  finnly  oriented  and  possess  a  strong,  Godly  character. 

Prefer  celiege  degree  but  will  strongly  consider  a  combination  of  education,  training  and  experi- 
ice. 

Possess  a  strong  knowledge  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  doctrine,  church  policies  and  practices. 
Be  an  effective  leader,  communicator,  administrator  and  counselor  with  good  interpersonal  skills. 
Must  have  skills  required  to  work  will  all  age  groups  with  emphasis  on  spiritual  growth  and 
^velopment. 

Must  have  skills  Fequii!ed  for  planning  and  implementing  a  vision  for  both  spiritual  and  physical 
owth  of  the  church. 
Must  work  effectively  with  boards,  auxiliaries  and  committees. 

Interested  persons  meeting  all  of  the  above  qualifications  should  submit  the  following  ihforma- 
3n: 

Letter  of  interest  or  resume 

Copy  of  license  and  ordination  certificate 

Proof  of  educational  degree,  and  additional  theological  studies  transcript 

The  names,  addresses,  telephone  numbers,  email  addresses  of  at  least  five  references  of  which 
jly  two 

j  can  be  ministers. 

I  Tlie  committee  will  provide  each  candidate  with  an  information  packet, 
j'  All  correspondence  must  be  addressed  as  follows: 
i  Savannah  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
ATTN:  Sister  Ernestine  Tucker,  6675  Tabor  Church; Road,  Fayetteville,  N.Q  4    .  .  . 


OAKEY  GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  CLAYTON 

is  searching  for  a  pastor,  Congretional  size  is  about  100  members  with  attendence  of  50-65  depen- 
diong  upon  the  season.  Worship  service  is  held  twice  monthly.  We  sre  a  small  rural  church  located 
about  5  miles  east  of  Clayton  and  about  6  miles  west  of  Smithfield  on  Hwy.  70  business.  Our  con- 
gregation represents  all  ages  and  all  backgrounds. 

Our  pastor  must  be  knowledgeable  and  believe  in  the  baptist  Doctrine.  Must  be  a  strong 
spritual  leader,  administrator  and  teacher.  One  who  will  procalim  the  Good  News  in  a  meaningful 
way  that  will  help  members  learn  to  apply  Biblical  concepts  to  their  everyday  lives. 

We  are  an  autonomous  Missionary  baptist  Church  that  is  affiliated  with  the  Johnston 
District  Missionary  Baptist  Association  and  its  auxiliaries  and  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention 
and  its  auxiliaries. 

Please  include  in  your  resume  the  following: 

1 .  Narhe/ Address/Day  and  Evening  Phone  Numbers 

2.  Age 

3.  Martial  Status 

4.  Education/Schools  Attended 

5.  Pastoral  Experience  (Where,  When,  Number,  of  Years) 

6.  Refereneces 
Qualifications: 

1.  Ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Minister 

2.  Possess  Leadership,  Admistrative,  and  Counseling  Skills 

3.  Willingness  to  follow  Baptist  Doctrines,  Policies  and  Procedures 

4.  Able  to  lead  and  communicate  with  all  age  groups 

5.  Family  oriented 

6.  Must  possess  good  moral  and  ethnical  conduct 

Interested  persons  should  send  resumes  to: 
Oaky  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Pulpit  Search  Committee 
Deacon  Loomis  Hodges,  Chairperson,  PO  Box  2435.  Smithfield,  NC  27577 


NEEDED  -  PASTOR 

The  Mt.  Carmel  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Elizabeth  City,  North  Carolina  announces  a  pas- 
toral vacancy  and  is  accepting  resumes  from  ordained  Baptist  Ministers  with  strong  Baptist  roots. 
We  prefer  that  the  pastorial  candidates  possess'  the  following  qualifications: 

a.  Born  Again  Christian,  spirit  filled,  and  divinely  called  minister  with  strong  family  and  community 
values 

b.  Must  be  a  Missionary  baptist 

c.  Knowledge  of  Baptist  Doctrine,  church  policies  and  procedures 

d.  Seminary  Training  preferred 

e.  Ability  to  Teach  Bible  Study 

f.  Responsibilities  will  be  in  accordance  with  the  bylaws  of  the  church 
Salary:  Negotiable 

Send  information  to: 

Mt.  Carmel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

Pulpit  Committee 

P.O.  Box  1421 

Elizabeth  City,  NC  27906-1421 


ANTIOCH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  GOLDSBORO,  N.C,  INC. 

601  West  Elm  Street,  Goldsboro,  NC  27530  o  (919)  735-2176 
The  Antioch  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  with  a  membership  of  approximately  200  mem- 
bers, is  seeking  a  full-time  pastor. 
MAJOR  DUTIES  AND  RESPONSIBILITIES 

1.  Plan  and  lead  worship  that  is  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  the  congregation 

2.  Attend  to  the  spiritual  development  of  the  congregation 

3.  Provide  administrative  leadership  to  the  congregation,  secretarial  and  pulpit  staff 

4.  Council  members  having  personal,  family  and/or  work  related  problems 

5.  Support  religious  programs  for  children,  youth,  and  adult 

6.  Develop  and  instruct  weekly  Bible  Study  Classes  and  directing  the  Bible  Study  and  Sunday 
School  Staffs. 

7.  Support  the  church's  financial  program 

8.  Involve  the  congregation  in  the  existing  church  programs  and  ministers 

9.  Meet  regularly  with  the  chairperson  of  the  Deacon,  Deaconess,  Trustee  Board  and  other 
Auxiliaries  of  the  church 

10.  Visit  the  sick,  shut  in  and  bereaved  in  the  hospital  and  at  home 

1 1 .  Preside  at  funerals  and  weddings  unless  the  families  have  someone  else  of  their  own  choosing 

12.  Support  the  World  Mission  of  the  church 

13.  Share  in  the  civic-leadership  of  the  community 
QUALIFICATIONS-EDUCATION  AND  EXPERIENCE 

SAVED  AND  FILLED  WITH  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  and  able  to  proclaim  the  unadulterated 
word  of  God  that  will  lead  people  to  Christ.  Degree  in  Theology. Religion  preferres.  Ordained  and 
at  least  (5)  years  experience  as  a  pastor  of  a  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

Interested  candidates  should  sned  a  resume  with  a  cover  lettar  to: 
Pulpit  Committee,  c/o  Kirby  L.  Hamilton,  Chairman 
Antioch  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Goldsboro,  Inc., 
601  West  Elm  Street,  Goldsboro,  NC  27530 

P.S.  Please  incluse  a  copy  of  your  credentials  (Ordination  Certificate  and  License) 
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FIRST  BAPTIST  CHARITY  CHURCH 

Greenevers.  N.C 

The  First  Baptist  Charity  Churh  of  Greenevers.  N.C.  is  accepting  resumes  from  interested 
Missionary  Baptist  Ministers  for  the  position  of  pastor. 
Quahfications: 

1.  Divinely  called  spirit-filled,  born-again  Christian  with  strong  Family  values. 

2.  Pastoral  experiences  is  required. 

3.  Must  work  closely  with  the  officers  of  the  church. 

4.  Must  have  at  least  2  years  of  college  or  seminary  training. 

5.  Must  be  able  to  preach  and  teach. 

6.  Must  have  good  leadership  and  communication  skills. 

7.  Family  oriented. 

8.  Have  knowledge  of  and  willing  to  follow  Baptist  doctrines,  policies  and  procedures. 

9.  Must  be  willing  to  visit  and  commune  with  the  sick  and  shut-ins. 

10.  Must  be  willing  to  work  with  all  age  groups. 

Services  are  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth  Sundays  with  Sunday  school  beginning  at  10:00 
a.m.  and  morning  service  beginning  at  1  1:00  a.m. 
Please  send  resumes  to: 

Deacon  Fernald  Rawls.  Jr..  920  Pasture  Branch  Road.  Rose  Hill.  NC  28458 
2.  Pastoral  experiences  is  required. 

3.  Must  work  closely  with  the  officers  of  the  church. 
4.  Must  have  at  least  2  years  of  college  or  seminary  training. 


Senior  Pastor  to  provide  pastoral  leadership  and  duties  to  a  historical  and  traditional  Missionary 
Baptist  Church  located  in  Greenboro  North  Carolina. 
Organization: 

Shiloh  Baptist  Church,  1210  South  Eugene  Street,  Greensboro,  Noth  Carolina 

Shiloh  Baptist  Church  is  prayully  seeking  to  identify  a  righteous  individual  of  God's  choosing  to 
minister  the  people.  Shiloh  members  require  that  the  person  called  to  minister  and  person  at  Sholoh 
will  preach,  teach  and  God's  Word.  The  members  require  that  the  person  exemplify  Christ  like 
character  in  his  daily  living,  be  honest,  of  high  integrity,  compassionate  and  loving  in  caring  for  oth- 
ers. Shiloh  members  require  that  the  person  has  a  spiritual  commitment  to  the  Body  of  Christ  and  is 
knowlegeable  and  versed  in  the  instruction  of  Biblical  Scriptures. 
Qualifications: 

o  Four  Year  College  or  University  Degree  and  Seminary  Degree, 
o  Ordained  minister  rooted  in  traditional  Misssionary  Baptist  Doctrine, 
o  Minimum  of  Five  to  Ten  Years  of  Pastoral  experiences  preferred, 
o  Proves  and  administrative  skills, 
o  Consensus  builder, 
o  Spiritual  mature, 
o  Family  Oriented. 
Contact  Information: 

Please  submit  by  February  10,  2002,  a  letter  of  interest.  Biographical  Sketch  and  Resume  to: 
Shiloh  Baptist  Church 
Attn:  Steve  Allen,  Pulpit  Committee  Chair 
P.O.  Box  20048 
Greensboro,  NC  27420 


MOUNT  PLEASANT  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
PO  Box  115 
Harrellsville,  NC  27942 

The  Pulpit  Search  Committee  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  Missionay  Baptist  Chuch  located 
in  Hertford  County,  NC  is  accepting  resumes  for  the  position  of  pastor.  Our  worship  ser- 
vices are  each  Sunday  of  the  month. 
Qualifications: 

o  Must  be  a  born  a  gain  Chrisstian 

o  Must  be  a  licensed  and  ordained  Baptist  Minister 

o  Must  have  at  least  5  or  more  years  of  experience  as  Pastor/Assistant  Pastor 
o  Must  have  a  knowledge  of  Biblical  Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Scriptures 
o  Must  have  a  vision  for  the  church 
o  Should  possess  admistrative  skills 

o  Must  have  at  least  a  High  School  education  and  Bible  training 
o  Must  be  able  to  teach  as  well  as  preach 
o  Must  be  able  to  serve  every  Sunday 

All  interested  appliants  should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume  of  relevant  experience. 

2.  A  copy  of  certificate  of  license  and  ordiantion 

3.  Two  letters  of  references.  Please  do  not  use  a  relative. 
Send  information  to: 

Mt.  Pleasant  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Pastoral  Search  Committee 
Attn:  Deacon  Eugene  White 
815  Swains  Mill  Rd. 
Harrellsville,  NC  27942 


Chinquapin  Grove  Baptist  Church  is  accepting  resumes  for  its  vacant  pulpi 
Qualifications  include  but  are  not  limited  to  the  following: 

1.  Called  by  God. 

2.  Preachers,  teachers,  and  livesa  according  to  the  New  Testament. 

3.  Adheres  to  the  tends  of  the  missionary  Baptist  Church. 

4.  Is  able  to  work  corrperatively  with  church  officers  and  members. 

5.  Has  a  plan  for  the  spiritual  and  physical  growth  of  the  church. 

6.  Lives  within  a  resonable  distance  from  the  church. 

Chinquapin  Grove  Baptist  Church  is  a  small  rural  church  that  has  services  every  Sunda; 
We  seek  a  sincere,  dedicated,  humble,  honest  Christian  minister  as  our  shepherd.  Pleas 
send  youi  resume  to  the  following  address: 
Mr.  Richard  Moore,  Chairman 
The  Pulpit  Committee 

Chinquapin  Grove  Baptist  Church,  4462  North  Carolina  Hwy.  801  North 
Mocksville,  North  Carolina  27028  o  Telephine:  (336)  998-3362 


Notice: 

Pastor  needed  at  Star  of  Zion  Church, 
New  Bern,  N.C.  28562. 

Submit  application  to: 
Pastor  Selection  Committee 
2101  Chestnut  Ave. 
New  Bern,  N.C.  28562 


UNION  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Warrenton,  North  Carolina 

The  Union  Grove  Baptist  is  currently  seeking  and  accepting  resumes  from  intereste 
licensed,  ordained  Baptist  ministers.  Applicants  must  possess  the  following  qualification; 

1 .  Spiritual  maturity 

2.  A  minimum  of  three  years  experience  as  a  peace,  but  will  consider  years  of  experienc 
as  associate  pastor 

3.  Administrative  and  leadership  skills 

4.  Must  be  able  to  with  various  age  groups  with  specific  emphasis  on  youth  development 

5.  Strong  knowledge  of  Baptist  doctrines.  Church  policies  and  procedures 

6.  Good  oral  and  written  communication  skills  and  ability  to  communicate  with  all  ag 
groups 

7.  Have  excellent  teaching  ability 
Other  responsibilities  include: 

Planning,  organizing,  and  implementing  programs  that  encourage  participation  of  youth  an 
young  adults  that  provide  church  growth  and  programs 

Please  send  resume  to: 
Brother  Alonza  Jones,  Board  Chairmen,  Route  2,  Box  128,  Norlina,  N.C.  27563,  %  Th 
Pulpit  Committee 


it, 


Galilee  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
PO  Box  644/601  Pine  Street,  Oakboro,  NC  28129 

The  Pastoral  Search  Committee  Galilee  Baptist  Church  is  currently  accepting  resumes 
fill  its  Pastoral  vacancy.  The  minimum  qualifications  are  desired  for  consideration: 

•  ordained  Baptist  minister 

•  be  able  to  work  well  with  church,  promoting  Church  agenda 

•  teach  and  preach  competently 

•  possess  high  spiritual,  moral  and  ethical  integrity 

•  possess  strong  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures 

•  visit  sick  and  active  in  community 

•  active  in  Zion  Association 

•  seminary  training  preferred  and  willing  to  advance  studies 

•  attend  church  ministry  functions 

•  coordiante  and  develop  ministries  to  accommodate  growing  church 

We  have  church  services  every  Sunday  (including  5th).  We  are  looking  for  a  pastor, 
someone  who  only  desires  to  preach.  If  interested  please  send  resumes  to:  Deacon  Ja: 
Ashcraft,  PO  Box  644,  Oakboro,  NC  28129. 
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First  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

The  First  Baptist  Chuicli  is  now  seeking  a  pastor  to  serve  as  its  spirtiual  leader,  teacher,  counselor 
md  administrator.  All  interested  persons  should  submit  a  letter  of  interest  and  resume  to  the  Pulpit 
iearch  Committee. 
Juajifications 
iom  Again  Christian 
Jrdained  Missionary  Baptist  Minister 
knowledge  of  Baptist  Doctrine  and  Faith 
Jeniinary  Training  preferred 
Peaching  Bible  Study  Weekly 

'roficient  in  church  organization  and  ability  to  train  Church 
'astoral  Experience  Preferred 
'amily  Oriented 

\ble  to  Plan  and  implement  innovative  youth  programs 
nterested  Applicants  should  Mail  Resumes  to: 

Pastoral  Search  Committee 

First  Baptist  Church 

ATTENTION:  Deacon  Calvin  Graham  Jr.,  Chairman 
P.O.  Box  679,  Stedman,  North  Carolina  28391 


FIRST  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHRUCH 

First  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  currently  seeking  a  Pastor  and  is  accepting  resumes  from  inter- 
;sted  licensed,  ordained  Baptist  Ministers.  Applicants  must  possess  the  following  qualifications. 
.  Spiritual  rnaturity 

!.  A  degree  from  an  accredited  college  and  seminary 
i.  Administrative  and  leadership  skills 
k  Community  oriented 

).  Must  be  able  to  work  with  all  age  groups  with  particular  emphasis  on  the  youth 

).  Strong  knowledge  of  the  Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies  and  procedures 

^  Good  oral  and  written  communications  skills  and  ability  to  communicate  with  all  age  groups 

i.  A  minimum  of  5  years  experience  as  senior  pastor,  but  will  consider  years  of  experience  as  an  asso- 

:iate  pastor 

>.  Must  be  willing  to  attend  Sunday  School 
Responsibilities  include: 

Plan  and  implementation  of  innovative  religious  programs,  activities,  and  projects  designed  to  pro- 
note  the  church's  progression  and  eticourage  active  participation. 
Please  send  resumes  to; 
Tanya  M.  Autry,  Chair 

The  Pastoral  Search  Committee,  First  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
103  Church  Street,  Thomasville,  North  Carolina  27360 


jREATER  LOVELY  HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

The  Pulpit  Search  Committee  of  the  Greater  Lovely  Hill  Baptist  Church,  located  in  Warren  County, 
V.C.  is  searching  for  applicants  for  its  personal  vacancy.  Currently  the  Greater  Lovely  Hill  Baptist 
i;hurch  has  regular  worship  services  twice  monthly,  on  the  third  Sunday. 
Qualifications: 

1 .  Must  be  an  experienced  licensed  ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Minister  living  according  to  First 
rimothy  3:1-7  and  Titus  1:6-9. 

2.  The  applicants  should  have  a  vision  for  the  church. 

3.  Must  possess  the  ability  to  work  with  all  age  groups,  with  particular  emphasis  in  youth  devel- 
opment and  community  outreach,  and  with  all  auxiliaries  of  the  church. 

4.  Must  possess  effective  oral  and  written  communicai.  n  skills. 

5.  Must  be  community  oriented 

6.  Must  possess  strong  and  proven  administration  expo  ce  with  a  broad  knowledge  of  Baptist 
loctrines,  church  policies  and  practices. 

Education 

;  Must  possess  a  high  school  diploma  (or  equivalent)  preferring  a  degree  or  courses  in  Seminary 
fraining  from  an  accredited  college  or  university. 
Interested  applicants  should  provide  the  following: 

1.  A  resume  of  relevant  experience. 

2.  A  copy  of  the  certificate  of  license  and  ordination. 

>end  resumes  to:  Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Branch,  PO  Box  52,  Warrenton,  NC  27589 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Third  and  Mulbury  Street,  Weldon,  North  Carolina  27890 
The  Pulpit  Committee  of  First  Baptist  Church  is  accepting  resumes  for  the  position  of  Pastor,  Mail 
esumes  to: 

beacon  Stanley  Edwards,  908  Country  Club  Rd.,  Weldon,  NC  27890 
Applicants  must  have  the  following  qualifications: 
'  Born  again  Christian 

'  Must  be  able  to  preach  and  teach  God's  Word 
Preach  quality  sermons 

'  Possess  strong  knowledge  of  Baptist  doctrines,  policies,  and  practices 
'  Able  to  lead  and  comm.unicate  with  all  ages  groups 

Able  to  work  effectively  with  church  boards  and  committees 

Some  colleges  and  seminary  training  preferred 


NOTICE 
PASTOR  NEEDED 

At 

Friendship  Baptist  Church 
Whiteville,  NC 

For  Application  Write: 
Pastor  Selection  Committee 
PO  Box  1365,  Whiteville,  NC  28472 


ST.  FRANCIS  BAPTIST  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
is  looking  for  a  Pastor 

This  person  should  be: 

I.  Missionary  Baptist 

II.  Have  good  organizational  and  leadership  skills 

III.  Commuting  Distance 

IV.  Family  Oriented 

V.  Experience  Preferred 

Interested  parties  send  resume  to:  c/o  Pulpit  Committee 
St.  Francis  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  736,  Windsor,  NC  27983 


PHILLIPS  CHAPEL  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Philips  Chapel  Missionary  baptist  Church  in  Winston-Salem,  NC,  is  currently  seeking  a  senior  pastor, 
spiritual  leader,  counselor  and  administrator.  All  intereste  persons  should  submit  a  letter  of  interest 
and  resume  no  later  than  December  2001. 

The  successful  canidate  willmeet  the  following  qualifications: 

•Must  be  born  again,  spirit  filled,  divinely  called  minister  with  strong  familt  and  community  values 
•Must  possess  the  willingness  to  follow  by  the  By-Laws  governing  the  church 

•  Must  have  a  knowledge  of  Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies  and  procedures  and  be  willing  to  fol 
low  such 

•  Must  be  a  licensed,  ordained  Baptist  minister 

•  Must  have  significant  experience  as  a  Senior  Pastor 

•Must  have  a  Bachelor's  Degree  in  Religion,  Theology,  or  Divinity  from  an  accredited  college,  uni 
versity  or  divinity  school. 

•  Must  be  willing  to  work  with  all  age  groups  with  particular  interest  in  the  spiritual  growth  and 
development  of  our  youth. 

•  Must  be  able  to  develop  and  share  a  vision  for  the  future  growth  and  development  for  the  church. 

•  Must  visit  and  commune  with  the  sick,  shut-in  and  bereaved  families 
All  applicants  should  provide  the  following  information: 

•  Copy  of  college  degree(s),  certificates  of  license  or  ordination 

•  Proof  of  completion  of  ALL  accredited  theological  training 

Name,  address  and  telephone  number  of  (4)  personal  and  professional  reference  with  no  more  than 
(2)  coming  from  other  ministries 

All  materials  should  be  forwarded  to: 

Dr.  Ernie  Wade 

Chariman,  Pulpit  Committee 

Phillips  Chapel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

132  N.  Glen  Avenue,  Winston-Salem,  NC  27105 


POSITION:  SENIOR  PASTOR/FULL-TIME 
START  DATE:  IMMEDIATE 

The  Ebenezer  Baptist  Church  search  committee  is  hereby  accepting  resumes  for  the  position  of  Senior 
Pastor.  The  candidate  must  be  a  licensed/  ordained  Baptist  Minister. 

We  respectfully  request  that  you  only  apply  if  you  are  sincerely  interested  and  meet  all  qualifications. 
Requirements/Qualifications: 

1.  Must  be  called  by  God,  born  again  and  filled  with  the  holy  spirit  to  preach  and  teach  the  word  of 
God. 

2.  Ordained  Minister  with  preferred  pastoral  experience  of  3-5  years  with  a  minimum  of  a  bachelors 
degree  in  theology  from  a  School  of  Divinity.  Furnished  copy  of  license  and  ordination  certificate.  . 

3.  Possess  a  strong  knowledge  of  the  Baptist  doctrines,  policies,  and  practices.  (The  Covenant  and 
Code  of  Ethics) 

4.  Possess  good  moral  and  ethical  conduct  according  to  1  Timothy  3:1=  13  and  Titus  1 :7-9  and  abstain 
from  such  activities  and  inclinations  as  those  cited  in  Romans  1:26-27. 

5.  Be  an  effective  leader,  communicator,  administrator,  and  counselor  with  good  interpersonal  skills. 

6.  Must  have  skills  required  to  work  with  all  age  groups  with  an  emphasis  on  spiritual  growth  and 
development. 

7.  Have  skills  required  for  planning  and  implementing  a  vision  for  both  spiritual  and  physical  growth 
of  the  Church. 

8.  Must  work  effectively  with  boards,  auxiliaries,  and  committees. 

The  Committee  will  provide  each  candidate  with  an  information  packet.  All  correspondence  must  be 
addressed  as  follows: 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church 

Attn:  Deacon  Milton  Buxton/Confidential  P.O.  Box  248 
Newburgh,  NY  12551-0248 
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The  Center  Baptist  Church  in  Gastonia.  NC  is  currently  seetcing  a  "Minister  of  Music"  who  is  able 
to  work  well  with  a  diverse  group  of  singers  including  youth.  Must  be  able  to  play  keyboard,  piano, 
and  organ.  Must  be  dependable  and  have  good  moral  character.  Salary  is  commensurate  with  train- 
ing and  experience.  Please  send  cover  letter  and  resume  to  Center  Baptist  Church.  Attention; 
Personnel  Committee.  POB  550064,  Gastonia,,  NC.  28055  or  fax  cover  letter  and  resutne  to 
Personnel  Committee  at  704-824-7683. 


EMMANUEL  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

ANNOUNCEMENT  Seeking  Full-time  Christian  Minister  of  Music,  Loyal  and  Committed  to  God's 
program.  Must  possess  people  skills,  be  trained  as  a  Musician,  Conductor  and  Choir  Director. 
Salary:  Commensurate  with  training  and  experience.  Interested  persons  may  send  resume/portfolio 
to: 

Attention:  Trustees 
Emmanuel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
91.3  N.  Highland  Street,  Gastonia,  NC  28052 


CHURCH  MUSICIAN 

The  New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  Gates,  N.C.,  is  seeking  a  person  to  serve  as  Church  Musician. 
REQUIREMENTS: 

1 .  Able  to  play  organ  and/or  organ. 

2.  Able  to  play  diverse  music. 

3.  Able  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choir  to  church  engagements  if  possible.  SALARY  NEGO- 
TIABLE: 

Send  resume  to:  . 
New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  PO  Box  91,  Gatesville,  NC  27938 
Attn:  Fannie  M.  Spivey,  Secretary 

Inquiries  may  be  made  by  calling  (252)  357-1061  after  4:30  p.m. 


CEDAR  GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
14600  Railroad  St.,  Gibson,  NC  28343 
CHURCH  MUSICIAN 

The  Cedar  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Gibson,  N.C.,  is  seeking  a  person  to  ..  serve  as 
Church  Musician.  Qualifications:  Should  be  a  Christian  who  lives  and  acts  responsibly  and  has  a 
good  character  and  reputation.  Musician  requirements:  *Be  able  to  play  a  piano,  keyboard,  organ 
and  be  able  to  work  well  with  a  diverse  range  of  singers  with  directions  for  musical  selections.  *Be 
available  for  necessary  rehearsals  and  Sunday  Worship  Services.  *Be  available  to  accompany  the 
pastor  and  choirs  to  all  church  functions  when  requested.  Salary  negotiable.  Please  send  resume  to 
Cedar  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church  at  the  above  address. 


FRIENDSHIP  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
715  West  Willis  Ave.,  High  Point,  NC  27260 
CHURCH  MUSICIAN 

The  Friendship  Missionary  Baptist  Church  are  accepting  resumes  for  a  Church  Musician. 
Qualifications: 

Should  be  a  Christian  who  lives  and  acts  responsibly  and  has  a  good  character  and  reputation. 
Musician  requirements: 

•  Be  able  to  play  a  piano,  keyboard,  organ  and  be  able  to  work  well  with  a  diverse  range  of  singers 
with  directions  for  musical  selections. 

•  Must  have  experience  in  church  music  (anthems,  hymns,  spirituals,  prai.se  and  worship,  etc.)  of 
gospel  traditional  and  contemporary. 

•  Be  available  for  necessary  rehearsals  and  Sunday  Worship  Services. 

•  Be  available  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choirs  to  all  church  functions  when  requested. 
Salary  negotiable: 


Pastoral  Vacancy 

Mitchener  Memorial  Baptist  Church  is  searching  for  a  Pastor.  We  are  located  in  Smithfield,  North 
Carolina  and  have  about  75  members.  Worship  Service  is  held  each  Sunday.  We  are  an  autonomous 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  that  is  affrliated  with  the  Johnston  District  Missionary  Baptist 
Association  and  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Incorporated  and  their 
respective  auxiliaries. 

We  are  looking  for  pastoral  candidates  with  the  following  qualifications: 

a.  Must  be  a  born-again  Christian. 

b.  Must  be  an  ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Minister. 

c.  Must  be  knowledgeable  of  and  believe  in  Baptist  doctrine. 

d.  Must  be  a  strong  spiritual  leader,  administrator  and  teacher. 

e.  Must  have  a  minimum  of  three  years  of  experience  as  a  pastor  or  as  assistant  pastor  or  associate 
pastor. 

f.  Must  be  High  School  graduate  or  equivalent. 

g.  Seminary  Graduate  required. 

h.  Prefer  person  that  is  married  and  family  oriented. 

i.  Must  be  willing  to  teach  Bible  study. 

j.  Must  be  able  to  preach  spiritual  sermons 
k.  Must  be  able  to  counsel  and  visit  members. 
I .  Must  have  good  morals  and  ethical  conduct. 

Interested  persons  should  send  resumes  and  a  minimum  of  3-5  references  to: 

Mitchener  Memorial  Baptist  Church  Pulpit  Search  Committee  C/o  Deacon  Nathaniel  L.  Sanders,  Jr. 
308  Snead  Drive  Clayton,  North  Carolina  27520 


MUSICIAN  NEEDED 
GALILEE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
PO.  Box  644,  Oakboro,  NC  28129 

Must  be  a  Christian  available  to  serve  every  Sunday.  Prepare  Choirs  and  Praise  Team  for  Sunday 
morning  worship.  Rehearse  with  choirs  on  scheduled  times.  Be  available  to  accompany  Pastor  and 
choirs  to  church  functions.  Direct  congregation  in  congregational  hymns  Must  be  able  to  play  be  ear 
as  well  as  read  music  , 

To  Apply  Call: 
(704)  532-6813  or  E-mail  to  GalileeNC@aol.coin 
Church  is  located  in  Stanly  County  (40  minutes  east  of  Charlotte) 
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PENN  AVENUE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

225  West  McClanahan  Street,  Oxford,  N.C.  27565 

Rev.  Willie  S.  Darby,  Pastor 
(919)  693-5396  •  (919)  693-1015,  Pastor's  Office 
The  Penn  Avenue  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Oxford,  N.C.  is  currently  seeking  a 
MINISTER  OF  MUSIC. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

*Must  be  a  born  again  Christian. 

*Must  be  able  to  play  the  piano,  keyboard  and/or  organ. 

*Must  be  able  to  read  music  and  is  versatile  in  playing  by  ear 

*Must  be  able  to  work  well  with  a  diverse  range  of  singers  and  age  groups. 

*Must  be  able  to  teach  and  direct  hymns,  anthems,  spirituals,  gospels  and  other  sacred  music. 

*Must  be  able  to  rehearse  choirs  at  a  scheduled  time  unless  otherwise  notified. 

*Must  be  available  for  Sunday  morning  worship  services. 

*Must  be  available  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choirs  when  requested  or  provide  a  qualified  substitute. 
*Must  be  able  to  assist  in  the  selection  of  appropriate  songs  for  worship  and  services. 
*Will  be  responsible  with  the  pastor's  approval  in  hiring  other  musicians  if  deemed  necessary. 
Salary:  Negotiable 

Penn  Avenue  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  a  warm,  spirited-filled  church  that  has  worship 
services  52  Sundays  a  year  and  at  present  there  is  one  musician  available  for  2nd  Sunday 
worship  services.  Service  begins  each  Sunday  at  1 1  am.  with  the  exception  of  5th  Sunday 
services  which  begin  at  10  am.  Please  send  resume  to  the  above  listed  address  or  inquiries 
may  be  made  by  calling  one  of  the  above  listed  numbers. 


Iff. 
m 


m 


Pulpit  Vacancy 
Union  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
5090  Richlands  Highway 
Jacksonville  NC  28540 

Union  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  now  accepting  resumes  for  a  Pastor.  Our  worship  services  are 

each  Sunday  of  the  month. 

Qualifications: 

Must  be  a  licensed  ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Minister 

-  Full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God  in  all  matters. 

-  Full  of  wisdom,  knowledge  and  understands  the  office  of  Pastor,  and 
_  performs  it  according  to-the  scriptures  and  the  needs  of  the  church 

The  husband  of  one  wife,  vigilant,  sober,  of  good  behavior,  given  to  hospitality  and  able  to  teach. 

-  Not  given  to  wine,  no  filthy  lucre;  but  patient,  not  a  brawler,  not  covetous;  one  that  rules  his  own 
house,  having  his  children  in  subjection,  and  having  good  report. 

-  Know  the  doctrine  of  a  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

-  Know  and  be  familiar  with  T.R.O.G.A.  (Trent  River  Oakey  Grove  Association)  and  take  an  active 
part  in  the  different  activities  of  the  Association. 

-  Must  attend  meetings  of  different  auxiliaries  in  the  church  to  become  familiar  with  those  organize 
tions  and  their  activities,  whenever  possible. 

-  Must  visit  the  sick  and  shut-in  when  possible. 

-  Must  attempt  to  become  involved  with  the  various  programs  that  the  church  participates  in  outside 
of  the  home  church 

Send  resumes  to  the  above  address 
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NEED  A  FILL-IN  OR  AN  INTERIM  PASTOR? 

Qualified,  Experienced,  Healthy  and  available  for  service.  Call  or  write: 
REV  VfiELVIN  W.  GATTIS 
3907  Bivfws  Road 
HHIsJwrough,  NC  27278 


UNION  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

1  10  Lincoln  Ave.,  Lexington,  NC  27292  Needed:  Minister  of  Music  or  Organist.  Please  send  resurne 
to:  Union  Baptist  Church,  HO  Lincoln  Ave,  Lexington,  NC  27292.  Attn:  Rev.  Darrell  L.  Thomas.  O 
call  336-243-1648  and  leave  your  name  and  number.  


CHURCH  MUSICIAN 

Mount  Olive  Baptist  Church  of  Lewiston  is  seeking  a  musician  for  a  station  church,  'a 
Christian  who  is  responsible,  has  good  character  awl  a  good  reputation. 
Requirements: 

*  Plays  the  organ  and  fHSMw  *AWe  to  woric  with  a  diverse  group  of  singers 
*Experienced  in  all  sacred  music  *Reads  music  and  is  vers^fle  in  playing  by  ear 
SetKl  resumes  or  responses  to:  Mount  OWve  Baptist  Church 
PO  Box  214,  Lewiston- WoodviWe,  NC  27849  -  Attention;  William  W.  Peele  Jr 
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M1D-V£AR  ANNUAL  SESSION 
G£N£RAI.  BAPTIST  STATE  CONVENTION 
REGISTRATION  AND  REPRESENTATION  FORM 

DR.  JOHN  D.  FULLER.  SR.,  PRESIDENT  GBSC         DR.  ARCHIE  D.  LOGAN.  JR.  EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY  TREASURER 

MAV  6  -  9  .  g008  


Emmanuel  Baptist  Church,  1075  Shalimar  Drive,  Winston-Salem,  NC  27107 
Dr.  John  Mendez,  Pastor  


_srATE_ 


_ZlPCODE_ 


'ASTOR_ 


^SSOOATION  _ 


•HONE  NUMBER  CHURCH  (  ). 
'OUR  NAME  


_PHONE  NUMBER  PASTOR  (  )_ 


ADDRESS  ^ 
STY  


_STATE_ 


rOUR  PHONE  ( 


PERSONAL  REGISTRATION  $10.00  PER  PERSON 

4UMBER  OF  MESSENGERS  @  10.00  EACH 

:HURCH  REPRESENTATION  $500.00 

SBSC  MID- YEAR  ANNUAL  SESSION 

tEASE  SEND  VOUR  REGISTRATION/REPRESENTATION  FORM  TO: 

3APTIST  HEADQUARTERS 

3BSC 

M>3  SOUTH  WILMINGTON  STREET 
MLEIGH.  NC  27601-233S 
I0»43»^BSC  (4272)  -  819/821-7466 


AMOUNT  $_ 


AMOUNTS. 


MASTERCARD  /  VISA 


HEADQUARTERS  HOTELS 
ADAMS  MARK 
425  N.  CHERRY  STREET 
WINSTON-SALEM,  NC 
S88.00  +  TAX 
336-725-3500 


General  Baptist  State  Convention 

MUSIC  CONFERENCE 

REGISTRATON  AND  REPRESENTATION  FORM 

DR.  JOHN  D.  FULLER.  SR..  PRESIDENT  GBSC         DR.  ARCHIE  D.  LOGAN.  JR..  EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY  TREASURER 
MRS.  OCTAVIA  IVORY.  MUSIC  CONFERENCE  COORDINATORS 

  APRIL  26  -  27,  2002 


ST.  LUKE  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  MOREHEAD  CTTY,  NC 
REVEREND  S.  BARROW  III,  PASTOR 


ADDRESS. 


ASSOCIATION 


PHONE  NUMBER  CHURCH  (  )  . 
YOUR  NAME  


_PHONE  NUMBER  PASTOR  (  )_ 


_STATE_ 


VOUR  PHONE  ( 
EMAIL  AOORES8_ 


PERSONAL  REGISTRATION  $30.00  PER  PERSON 
NUMBER  OF  MESSENGERS  @  30.00  EACH| 

CHURCH  REPRESENTATION  (100.00 
GBSC  MUSIC  CONFERENCE 

PLEASE  SEND  YOUR  REGISTRATION/REPRESENTATION  FORM  TO: 

BAPTIST  HEADQUARTERS 

GBSC  ANNUAL  SESSION 

«03  SOUTH  WILMINGTON  STREET 

RALEIGH,  NC  27601-2336 

•00-63A-GBSC  (4272)  -  •1W821-7466 


AMOUNT  t_ 
AMOUNT  $  _ 


MASTERCARD  OR  VISA 


HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 

BEST  WESTERN 
CRYSTAL  COAST  RESORT 
109  SALTER  PATH  ROAD 
ATLANTIC  BEACH,  NC2S512 
SINGLES  &  DOUBLES  -$45.00  +  11.5%  TAX 
2S2-726-2544, 1-60O-733-7868 
RESERVATION  DEADLINE:  APRIL  1,  2002 


REGISTRATON  AND  REPRESENTATION  FORM 
ANNUAL  STATEWIDE  PHDHUH  Uft^  CONFERENCE 


[iMiaKl 


DR  JOHN  D.  FULLER,  SR.,  PRESIDENT         DR.  ARCHIE  D.  LOGAN,  JR.,  EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY  TREASURER 
OR.  H.C.  MILLER,  EVANGEUSM  CHAIRMAN 

APRIL  15- 18.2002 

WATTS  CHAPEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  TRYON  ROAD.  RALEIGH.  NC 


ASSOCIATION  . 


PHONE  NUMBER  CHURCH  (  )  . 
YOUR  NAME  


_PHONE  NUMBER  PASTOR  ( 


ADDRESS  . 
aTY  


YOUR  PHONE  ( 

EAMIL  ADDRESS_ 
WEBSITE  


PERSONAL  REGISTRATION  $15.00  PER  PERSON 
NUMBER  OF  MESSENGERS  $15.00  EACh" 

CHURCH  REPRSENTATION  $100.00  FOR  THE  YEAR 

PLEASE  SEND  YOUR  REGISTRATION/REPRESENTATION  FORM  TO: 

BAPTIST  HEADQUARTERS 

EVANGEUSM  CONFERENCE 

603  SOUTH  WILMINGTON  STREET 

RALEIGH,  NC  27601-2338 

800-639-GBSC  (4272)  -  919/S21-7466 


AMOUNT  $_ 
AMOUNTS. 


MASTER  CARD  or  VISA 


HOTEL:  SHERATON  CAPITAL  CENTER 
421  SOUTH  SALISBURY  STREET,  RALEIGH,  NORTH  CAROLINA  27601 

919-821-7466 

 S89.00  -I-  TAX  PEAPLPSE  APRIL  2,  2002 


Lott  Carey 

Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Convention 
Youth  Seminar  2002 
Individual  Registration  Form 

(Each  participant  should  complete  this  form  and  the  youth  leader  should  mail  it 
along  with  the  group  registration  form) 

Name  

Street  Address  

City  

State   Zip  Code  

Phone  (        )  Fax  (  )  


E-Mail  Address 


Check  Applicable  items: 


Youth  Male  

Youth  Female . 


Adult  Chaperon  (Male)  

Adult  Chaperon  (Female) . 


Junior  Chaperon  (Male)  

Junior  Chaperon  (Female) . 


Date  of  Birth 


Grade  in  School/Profession 


Name  of  Church . 

Church's  City  

Church's  State  


Emergency  Contact: 

Street  Address  

City  

State  


Phone (  ) 
E-Mail  


_Zip  Code  

_Fax  (       ) . 


Signature  of  participant  

Signature  of  Parent/Guardian  (if  under  18) 


April  2002 


Baptist  Informer 
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Voice  of  500,000  North  Carolina  Baptists 


The  Devil  and  Demonic  Spirits 


Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr. 
Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 

^''The  gates  of  hell  shall  not 
prevail 

Matthew  16:18 
y  Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr. 

Greetings  in  the  precious  name  of 
2SUS  Christ  and  Peace  Be  Unto  each 
f  you!  As  I  travel  across  the  State 
leeting  a  talking  with  Pastors, 
oderatos,  officers,  leaders  and 
lembers  of  the  faith  community  a 
jmmon  theme  has  emerged  the  last 
mr:  The  devil  and  demonic  spirits 
ive  raised  their  heads  against  the 
Hhurch"  Jesus  says  in  Matthew 
):18:  "...  on  this  rock  I  will  build 
y  church,  and  the  gates  of  hell  shall 
)t  prevail  against  it."  (KJV)  Evil, 
e  devil  and  demonic  spirits  are  just 

real  today  as  they  were  in  the  Old 
stament  times  of  Adam/Eve  and 
sus  Christ  in  the  New  Testament. 


Although  we  are  in  a  new  millennium 
we  still  face  adversity,  pain  and  suf- 
fering as  people  of  God.  The  Bible 
reminds  us  that  we  will  NOT  be 
defeated.  The  work  of  the  church 
will  continue. 

Jesus  was  with  his  disciples  at  the 
coasts  of  Cesarea  Philippi,  on  the  far 
north  borders  of  the  land  of  Canaan 
when  he  talks  about  the  power  of 
satan  and  all  his  followers.  We  must 
accept  the  fact  that  the  devil  does 
have  a  crowd;  however,  Christ  prom- 
ises that  satan  will  not  defeat  us  or 
the  church.  In  this  passage  Jesus 
gave  the  promise  of  the  indestructi- 
bility of  the  church  and  protection  for 
all  who  believe  in  Him.  When  we 
chose  Christ  we  become  apart  of 
Kingdom  Building. 

The  gates  of  hell  were  mentioned 
by  Jesus  to  remind  the  disciples  of 
the  machinations  and  powers  of  the 
invisible  world.  In  ancient  times  the 
gates  of  fortified  cities  were  used  to 
hold  councils  in,  and  were  usually 
places  of  great  strength.  Our  Lord's 
expression  means,  that  neither  the 
plots,  stratagems,  nor  strength  of 
satan  and  his  angels,  would  ever  pre- 
vail as  to  destroy  the  sacred  truths  of 
God  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Evil  Today 

In  every  church,  wherever  we 
turn  in  the  world  the  devil  and 
demonic  forces  are  attacking  our 
work.  I  struggle  daily  seeking  stew- 


ardship support  for  the  work  of  the 
GBSC,  Inc.  Many  churches  have  not 
met  their  suggested  stewardship  quo- 
tas, we  have  obligations  to  our 
"objectives":  Shaw  University,  Shaw 
University  Divinity  School,  Lott 
Carey,  Central  Children's  Horne  and 
State  Missions.  We  need  your  sup- 


port to  fight  evil. 

If  each  church  would  send  your  stew- 
ardship support  the  Baptist 
Headquarters,  603  South  Wilmington 
Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27601-2338 
monthly  we  would  not  have  trouble 

The  Devil  continued  on  Page  26 


Mothers  of  the  Church 


By  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr. 

May  is  the  month  that  we  set 
aside  to  honor  MOTHERS  in  special 
ways.  I  would  like  to  remember  my 
beloved  mother  one  more  time 
Eneshel  Margaret  Roberson  Logan. 
Her  spirit  will  live  in  my  life  forever. 
She  loved  the  Lord,  her  family,  her 
work  and  the  calling  God  placed 
upon  her  life.  Mother  is  the  female 


parent  of  a  household.  In  the  reli- 
gious family,  the  mother  occupied  a 
position  of  honor.  In  the  African- 
American  culture  even  women  who 
did  not  bear  children  were  seen  as 
"mothers."  The  entire  community 
was  family  and  raised  children.  The 
term  "Mother"  also  is  a  part  of  the 
Christian  Family.  In  churches  today 
there  are  senior  and  older  women 
Mothers  continued  on  page  2 


Anniversary  Celebration 


Lillington  First  Baptist  Singers  of  Lillington,  NC  celebrate  their  14th 
anniversary.  Reverend  Shane  Matthews  is  the  pastor. 


Celebrating  135  Years:  1867  -  2002 
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A  Brave  New  World,  Inc.:  A  Call  For  World  Peace 


By  Don  Hooper  &  Yvonne  Cubby- 
Duke 

Corresponding  Editors 

"And  hath  made  of  one  blood  all 
nations  of  men  for  to  dwell  on  all  the 
face  of  the  earth.  And  hath  deter- 
mined the  times  before  appointed 
and  the  bounds  of  their  habitation". 

Acts  17:26 

This  scripture  reveals  even  though 
we  dwell  in  different  places,  are  of 
different  nations,  different  races,  dif- 
ferent cultures  and  different  ethnici- 
ties; we  are  one. 

In  the  turbulent  times  we  are  cur- 
rently living  in,  we  are  seeking 
answers  to  many  questions.  One 
question  is  how  can  we  promote 
peace?  Another  question  is,  is  there 
really  justice  and  fairness  in  the 
world?  An  Organization,  which  is 
focusing  its  energy  on  these  issues,  is 
A  Brave  New  World  Inc. 

In  October  of  200 1 ,  one  man 
stopped  contemplating  these  issues 
and  decided  to  live  his  vision.  Thus, 
A  Brave  New  World  was  bom.  A 
Brave  New  World  Inc-  embodies  this 


scripture  through  its  goals  and  mis- 
sions. 

A  Brave  New  World  is  an 
International  Council  for  Justice  and 
Fairness.  It  is  a  nonprofit,  apolitical 
and  non-church  affiliated  organiza- 
tion. 

A  Brave  New  World  Inc  •  prides 
itself  on  being  a  global  civil  rights 
pioneer.  The  concept  is  that  civil 
rights  are  not  an  exclusive  right, 
therefore  it  is  a  right  due  to  all  peo- 
ple. 

Founder,  CEO  and  Chairman  of 
the  Board  Arthur  L.  Carter  the  III 
launched  www,abfavetiewwttfl4iHg. Of  ft  •  in 
2001.  The  web-site  consists  of  the 
organization's  Mission  Statement, 
Goals,  Vision,  related  links  and  con- 
tact information. 

Mr.  Carter  recognized  that  one 
individual  alone  is  not  as  powerful  as 
a  team.  As  a  result  of  this,  A  Brave 
New  World's  Council  was  formed 
The  council  consists  of  eleven  com- 
mitted and  dedication  executive  staff 
members  who  share  the  vision  of  a 
Brave  New  World,  which  is  the  hope 
of  a  better  tomorrow.  The  council  is 
a  small  team  of  individuals  who 


desire  to  change  the  world,  as  we 
now  know  it.  The  council  serves  as 
promoters  of  a  global  community. 

A  Brave  New  World  Inc  •  serves  as 
vehicle  for  change.  The  organiza- 
tion's vision  is  that  all  nations  will 
unite  and  work  on  human  rights 
while  addressing  issues  like  religious 
separation.  As  a  global  human  rights 
pioneer,  A  Brave  New  World  is  dedi- 
cating itself  to  serving  as  a  peace 
keeping  model  for  successive  genera- 
tions. Through  their  collective 
efforts  they  desire  to  bring  hope, 
equality  and  justice  for  all  people. 

A  Brave  New  World's  mission  is 
to  serve  as  a  global  civil  rights  organ- 
ization, assisting  victims  of  religious 
persecution  and  government  corrup- 
tion, fostering  learning  and  commu- 
nication and  lobbying  congressional 
representatives. 

A  Brave  New  World's  vision  will 
be  accomplished  through  grant  fund- 
ing, corporate  sponsors,  and  religious 
community  support.  Funds  will  be 
utilized  to  sponsor  and  organize  a 
march  in  the  summer  of  2003.  The 
Theme  of  the  March  will  be  "Racial 
Reconciliation  and  Atonement".  A 


Brave  New  World  will  conduct 
"town  meeting"  forums,  symposiums 
and  workshops. 

When  I  asked  Mr.  Carter  "Why  he 
began  A  Brave  New  World,"  I  could 
hear  the  compassion  in  his  voice  as 
he  stated,  "This  will  be  my  Legacy!" 

A  Brave  New  World  is  the  begin- 
ning of  a  new  way  of  life.  In  these 
difficult  times  we  need  a  vision  of 
hope.  A  Brave  New  World  is  provid- 
ing a  path  to  change.  Our  ancestors 
have  gone  ahead  and  beckon  for  us  to 
follow.  A  Brave  New  World  believes 
we  can  collectively  fulfill  and  exceed 
the  dreams  and  promises  of  long  ago. 

A  Brave  New  World  invites  you  to 
share  in  and  support  their  vision  and 
to  commit  to  making  this  world  a  bet- 
ter place.  To  obtain  additional  infor- 
mation or  to  contact  members  of  the 
council,  please  visit  the  web  site: 

A  BRAVE  NEW  WORLD,  INC. 
Arthur  Carter  III 
ArthurCarterIIICEO@mail2world.com 
PO  BOX  33406 
Washington,  DC  20033-0406 


Mothers  continued  from  Page  1 

who  were  know  as  Mothers  of  the 

Church. 

The  concept  of  mother  is  found  in 
the  Bible.  It  is  used  in  figurative 
ways.    Nations    were  sometimes 


thought  of  as  mothers.  The  prophet 
Ezekiel  used  mother  as  a  metaphor 
for  Israel.  After  being  nurtured  and 
cared  for  by  their  "mother,"  the 
"princes  of  Israel"  brought  shame 
upon  her  by  their  idolatrous  practices 
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THEME:  "By  the  word  of  truth,  by  the  power  of  God,  by  the  armor 
of  righteousness... "  (II  Corinthians  6:7) 


(Ezekiel  19).  Jeremiah  used  the  con- 
cept of  Israel  as  mother  to  personify 
the  nation's  sin  (Jeremiah  50:12-13), 
while  Hosea  made  it  a  continuing 
theme  of  his  prophecies.  The  word 
mother  was  sometimes  used  to 
describe  large  and  important  cities. 
The  city  of  Abel  of  Beth  Maachah 
was  called  "a  mother  in  Israel"  (2 
Samuel  20:19).  A  city  was  also  a 
mother  in  terms  of  its  influence. 
Babylon  was  called  "the  mother  of 
harlots  and  of  the  abominations  of 
the  earth"  (Revelation  17:5). 

The  figurative  meaning  of  "moth- 
er" also  included  ancestry.  Eve  was 
the  "mother  of  all  living"  (Genesis 
3:20).  God  blessed  Sarah  by  declar- 
ing, "She  shall  be  a  mother  of 
nations"  (Genesis  17:16).  Rebekah 
was  blessed  to  become  "the  mother 
of  thousands  of  ten  thousands" 


(Genesis  24:60).  The  love  and  nur 
turing  of  God  is  sometimes  compared 
to  the  love  and  caring  a  mother  gives 
to  a  newborn  child.  Paul  referred  to 
new  Christians  as  "babes  in  Christ 
(1  Corinthians  3:1),  implying  a  con 
nection  to  Jesus  and  God  as  mother 
as  well  as  father  (1  Thessalonians 
2:7). 

For  the  GBSC,  Inc.  Family 
"Mother"  means  and  symbolizes 
love:  The  love  of  God,  the  love  of 
family,  the  love  of  church,  the  love  of 
community,  the  love  of  life.  We  give 
tribute  to  our  beloved  mothers:  those 
of  the  past,  present  and  fiiture.  If  you 
are  unsaved,  outside  the  "ark  of  safe 
ty"  make  your  mother  rejoice  - 
GIVE  YOUR  LIFE  TO  JESUS 
CHRIST   this   month.  Accept 
Believe-Confess  Jesus  as  Lord  o^ 
your  life!  (see  Romans  10). 
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President's  News 


Questions  and  Answers 

By 

Reverend  Dennis  Leach  BS.  N.  Div., 

At  the  end  of  last  year  the 
Director  of  Christian  Education  at 
Lewis  Baptist  Church,  Jenifer 
Campbell  polled  the  congregation 
concerning  questions  they  would 
want  to  have  addressed  from  the 
Bible.  As  you  would  have  guessed 
those  questions  were  numerous,  and 
some  dealt  with  very  socially  sensi- 
tive issues.  I  was  asked  to  sit  on  a 
panel  that  looked  at,  and  addressed 
the  issue  of  divorce  from  various  per- 
spectives. I  was  allotted  fifteen  min- 
utes to  do  my  best,  what  follows  is 
what  I  presented  during  that  session. 

I  would  like  to  begin  with  a  dis- 
claimer: Remember,  we  are  looking 
back  over  the  expanse  of  nearly  two 
thousand  years,  and  longer  in  some 
cases  trying  to  ascertain  the  truest 
meaning  of  a  particular  biblical  text 
that  was  originally  written  in 
Hebrew,  greek,  or  Arabic.  In  doing 
so,  we  often  an  injustice,  and  disserv- 
ice to  the  Bible  and  those  we  teach  or 
preach  to,  when  we  take  it  out  of  con- 
text, by  not  considering  the  historical, 
social,  and  religious  influences  that 
went  into  its  shaping,  and  perhaps 
some  of  the  lost  meaning  in  the  trans- 
lation. In  addition,  as  Dr.  Edward 
Wimberly,  my  professor  of  Pastoral 
Care  and  Counseling  used  to  say,  we 
do  bring  something  to  the  text,  our 
beliefs,  our  circumstances,  and  our 
experiences. 

1.  My  first  question  seeks  a  discus- 
sion on  I  Corinthians  7:12  (God 
does  not  say  this,  it  is  Paul).  Please 
explain! 

Paul  was  writing  to  a  sharply 
ivided  church,  on  many  issues. 
[Some  of  those  issues  he's  heard 
[about,  others  they  have  written  him 
about.  In  chapter  seven  Paul  is 
addressing  something  they  have  writ- 
ten him  about,  marital  relationships. 


They  had  some  questions  like  all  of 
you  have.  You  had  either  ascetics  on 
both  sides  of  the  response,  or  those  of 
libertine  persuasion.  Paul  recognizes 
that  although  he  is  a  spiritual  man 
called  by  God,  everything  that  he 
says  does  not  come  from  God,  or  the 
Lord.  And,  like  most  of  us  he  had  his 
own  opinion,  based  on  and  influ- 
enced by  his  circumstances.  Paul, 
unlike  others  of  his  day  and  certainly 
since  then,  is  ever  careftil  not  to 
invoke  the  authority  of  Jesus  for  what 
he  feels  is  an  expression  of  his  own 
personal  point  of  view.  This  is  a 
good  practice  for  all  Christians  to  fol- 
low. Too  often  the  authority  of  the 
Master  or  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
claimed  for  what  turns  out  to  be  no 
more  than  private  opinion  or  even 
prejudice. 

Those  kinds  of  pronouncements 
are  understandable,  however  they 
may  not  turn  out  to  be  very  Christian, 
and  I  would  say  that  especially  holds 
true  if  its  condemnation  without 
redemption,  or  puts  you  in  spiritual, 
emotional,  or  psychological  bondage. 

2.  Divorce  happens  as  a  result  of 
sin  committed  by  one  or  both  par- 
ties and  leads  to  pain  and  suffering 
for  both  before  and  after.  Is  it  pos- 
sible that  divorce  may  be  in  the  will 
of  God,  not  his  perfect  will,  but  his 
permissive  will  such  as  that  pain 
and  suffering  may  be  diminished  ? 

I  do  not  agree  with  the  premise  of 
this  particular  question,  because  I 
believe  the  causes  of  divorce  can  be 
more  complex,  and  placing  them 
under  the  cover-all  umbrella  of  sin 
may  not  take  into  account  all  the  rela- 
tional particulars,  however  I  will 
attempt  to  address  the  second  portion 
of  it. 

Ezra's  reform:  after  returning 
from  the  exile  under  the 
Babylonian's,  the  remnant  sought  to 
reform  itself  under,  and  according  to 
the  Mosaic  Law.  They  took  some 
very  drastic  measures  all  in  the  name 


of  the  Lord,  their  God.  Believing  it 
to  be  God's  Commandment  many  of 
them  divorced  their  wives  who  they 
had  married  while  in  captivity,  and 
sent  them  and  their  children  back 
home.  (Ezra  10:2,3).  They  believed 
they  had  been,  and  would  continue  to 
suffer  for  their  sins;  and  one  of  those 
sins  was  seen  as  getting  married  out- 
side the  will  of  God  to  these  foreign 
wives. 

When  Moses  gave  the  Hebrews, 
or  Israelites  the  Commandments, 
statutes,  and  ordinances  he  said  God 
charged  him  to  teach  and  observe 
them  in  the  land  that  they  were  about 
to  cross  over  into  (Deuteronomy  6: 
1,2).  If  you  believe  this  is  true  then 
one  of  these  laws  concerns  the  matter 
of  divorce  (Deuteronomy  24:1-4).  J. 
H.  Shackelford  writes:  "In  spite  of 
the  pain,  divorce  had  the  potential  to 
stimulate  growth  and  to  become  a 
creative  source  for  personal  assess- 
ment, and  redirection." 

3.  How  does  the  issue  of  remar- 
riage affect  the  African  culture? 
(Multiple  marriages). 

I  heard  Bishop  Charles  Adams 
say  at  a  conference  on  the  Spiritual 
State  of  Black  America,  "that  we 
have  damaged  by  assimilation." 

In  some  instances  the  appropria- 
tion and  application  of  biblical  text 
hermeneutically  by  some  has  been  to 
take  a  hard  sociological  culture  line. 
Denying  others  what  makes  them 
they  are  socially,  and  culturally.  But 
in  other  instances  some  have  chosen 
a  culturally  sensitive  approach  that 
does  not  require  the  convert  to 
become  legally  a  Hebrew,  Jew,  or 
Westernized  Europeanized  Christian 
in  religious  practices. 

4.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  I  thought 
it  was  said  that  God  is  involved  in 
or  approves  of  all  marriages.  If  this 
is  so,  please  explain  the  scripture 
that  talks  about: 

"not     being     equally  yoked." 


Dr.  John  D.  Fuller,  President 


(Corinthians  6:14) 

Ralph  Earle  writing  in  his  book: 
Word  meanings  in  the  New 
Testament  says:  Unequally  Yoked 
Together,  the  Greek  word  heterozy- 
geo  (only  here  in  NT),  literally 
means,  "to  come  under  an  unequal  or 
different  yoke."  Here  it  is  used 
metaphorically  in  the  sense  "to  have 
fellowship  with  one  who  is  not  an 
equal." 

Throughout  its  history  the  church 
has  always  wrestled  with  the  issue  of 
divorce,  and  remarriage  whether  it 
was  seen  as  in-dissoluble,  or  dissolu- 
ble. The  early  church  fathers  took  the 
position  of  in-disonvability.  Later, 
however,  by  the  sixth  century  the 
Eastern  church  had  developed  a  tradi- 
tion of  allowing  divorce  with  thee 
right  to  remarriage  for  a  variety  of 
causes,  and  the  Eastern  Orthodox  tra- 
dition today  has  introduced  the  con- 
cept of  the  "moral  death"  of  a  mar- 
riage. In  the  Roman  Catholic  tradi- 
tion marriage  was  viewed  as  a  sacra- 
ment, which  made  it  sacred,  so  those 
who  divorced  and  were  re-married 
were  excommunicated  from  the 
Church. 

The  continental  Reformers  sought  to 
return  to  a  more  biblical  understand- 
ing of  the  nature  of  marriage.  They 
rejected  the  elevation  of  marriage  to 
the  status  of  sacrament,  and  they  dis- 
agreed with  the  absolute  indissolubil- 
ity of  marriage  They  believed  that 
some  parts  of  the  NT  allowed  divorce 

Q  &  A  Continued  on  Page  22 
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Women  *s  Convention  News 


Dr.  Priscilla  A.  Brodie 
Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 

During  this  month  we  pause  to 

An  Ideal  Mother 

By  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 
Brodie 

celebrate  motherhood,  to  honor 
mothers,  to  honor  The  Creator's  Way 
for  bringing  hfe  into  the  world.  The 
Creator  honored  motherhood  majes- 
tically when  He  sent  His  Son  (Jesus) 
in  flesh  through  the  birth  canal  of 
Woman. 


In  Proverbs  31  we  see  the 
description  of  an  ideal  mother.  Let  us 
consider  verse  28:  "Her  children  arise 
up  and  call  her  blessed;  her  husband 
also,  and  he  praiseth  her"  Perhaps 
we  ask,  "Why  do  her  children  and 
husband  speak  well  of  her?  What 
does  she  do  and  who  is  she?"  When 
we  read  God's  Effective 
Communication,  His  Word,  The  Holy 
Bible,  we  find  the  ideal  answers. 
This  mother  is  not  exalting  herself, 
trying  to  make  a  name  for  herself, 
walking  over  her  family/people,  put- 
ting down  her  family/people,  discred- 
iting her  family/people,  nor  annihilat- 
ing her  family/people.  Rather  does 
her  life  just  seem  to  exude,  overflow 
from  her  as  a  well  of  living  water  Or 
better  still  Someone  seems  to  be 
directing/ordering  her  life,  her  choic- 
es, her  steps,  her  relationship,  her 
thoughts,  her  attitude,  her  life  style. 
Her  life  is  not  self-sustained.  She  is 
not  self-made,  but  God-Made.  She 
seeks  to  live  her  life  With  God,  not 
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apart  from  God.  (Should  not  all 
mothers  seek  to  live  their  lives  with 
Christ,  in  Christ,  and  Christ  in  them?) 

Among  her  characteristics  we  see 
that  she  is  very  valuable,  precious 
(beyond  the  value  of  rubies);  she  is 
reliable  (not  deceptive).  She  loves 
and  respects  her  husband;  she  is  hard- 
working; she  is  economical;  she  is 
self-sacrificing;  she  is  adventurous; 
she  is  a  woman  of  strength;  she  is 
compassionate/merciful;  she  pre- 
pares for  the  future;  she  is  persever- 
ing; she  speaks  words  of  wisdom  and 
kindness;  she  seeks  excellent  not 
mediocre  standards.  One  of  the  last 
given  virtues  is  that  she  is  a  God- 
fearing woman.  This  statement 
explains  the  reasons  her  and  her 
work/ministry,  fruit  of  her  hands,  to 
her  family/people. 

Yes,  this  is  an  ideal  mother,  and  it 
may  be  no  mother  is  ideal  in  all  she 
does  or  says,  but  God  is  not  through 
with  then  yet.    However,  Christian 
mothers  are  new  creatures  in  Christ 


Re' 


Julias  McDonald 
President  of  WBH  &  FMC 

and  they  are  to  crucify  the  lusts  of  tl^  ^ 
flesh  daily.  God  desires  and  give  tf 
best  to  "His"  mothers,  and  they  mu 
receive  Him  through  Jesus  in  tru 
and  obedience. 
HAPPY  MOTHER'S  DAY  IN  THi 
LORD  JESUS  CHRIST! 

Ideal  Mother  Cont  from  Page  4 
Ideal  Mother  Continued  on  Page  ilt 


REMINDERS 


1.  J.J.  Johnson  Baptist  Ministry 

The  Woman's  Convention  has  been 
assured  that  the  Assembly  will  be 
open  for  our  Spring  and  Summer 
activities.  Therefore,  regular  activi- 
ties are  to  occur  at  the  usual  times 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

2.  Scholarship  Program 

Young  Adult  or  youth  applying  for 
scholarships  should  apply  on  or 
before  May  31,  2002,  (see  informa- 
tion). 

3.  The  Nehemiah  Prayer  Chain. 

Churches  (circles),  city/county 
unions,  women  auxiliaries,  district 
conferences  are  urged  to  participate 
in  this  prayer  chain  for  the  Woman's 
Convention.  If  those  mentioned  or 
individuals  desire  to  volunteer  for 
this  prayer  ministry,  please  complete 
the  form  and  return  to  the  Office 
within  seven  (7)  days  (See  the  form 
and  information  regarding  this  min- 


istry). 


The  22nd 


Ministei 


Tl 


WivesAVidows'  Retreat  is  sche* 
uled  for  Saturday,  May  4, 2002,  at  tl 
Baptist  Assembly,  Laurel  Hill.  A\ 
ministers'  wives/widows  are  invite 
The  advance  fee  for  those  who  plai 
to  come  on  Saturday  is  $18.00.  Ftil, 
those  who  come  on  Friday  and  speii  j| 
the  night,  the  advance  fee  is  $25.0 
For  those  who  come  on  Friday  ar 
spend  the  night,  the  on-site  fee  j 
$26.00  (People  who  spend  the  nig 
need  to  bring  bed  linens  and  to 
letries.)  Please  pick-up  a  form  at  tli  j 
April  Workshop  or  send  to  the  offi<|s 
for  one  and  return  it  April  19,  200 
On-site  donation  is  $20.00  fi 
Saturday  only.  There  will  be  a  clai4]^ 
for  ministers  who  accompany  th( 
wives.  They  (husbands)  are  asked 


Reminders:  Continued  on  page  23  ^, 


Ml 


IE 

E 


lay  2002 


Baptist  Informer 


Page  Five 


Vice  President  News 


Reverend  Nilous  M.  Avery,  II,  M. 
Div. 

The  General  Baptist  "tie"  that 
inds  our  hearts  is  Christian  love. 
Praise  be  to  the  God  and  Father  of 
or  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father  of 
ampassion  and  the  God  of  all  com- 
)rt,  who  comforts  us  in  all  our  trou- 
les,  so  that  we  can  comfort  those  in 


From  the  Desk  of  the 
Fourth  Vice-President 

Reverend  Nilous  M.  Avery,  II  -  M.  Div. 


any  trouble  with  the  comfort  we  our- 
selves have  received  from  God"  (2 
Corinthians  1:  3-4,  NIV). 

What  a  wonderful  thought  to 
know  with  assurance  that  God  is  mer- 
ciful. God  blesses  us  so  that  through 
us,  others  will  be  blessed.  The  writer 
in  Ecclesiastes  noted  that  some  things 
do  change.  There  is  a  season  for 
"every  activity  under  heaven" 
(Ecclesiastes  3:16).  Change  occurs: 
from  being  bom  to  dying  ...  from 
planting  to  uprooting  . . .  from  killing 
to  healing  ...  from  tearing  down  to 
building  up  . . .  from  crying  to  laugh- 
ing ...  from  loving  to  hating  ...  and 
so  on.  Some  things  do  change. 

For  many  who  have  seen  a  num- 
ber of  "getting  ups  and  lying  downs," 
dramatic  changes  have  taken  place. 
Many  conveniences  we  take  for 


granted  today  were  non-existent  at 
the  beginning  -of  the  20th  century  (the 
year  1900).  Change  is  constant: 

■  From  kerosene  lamps  to  electric 
lights; 

■  From  the  horse-and-buggy  to  the 
automobile; 

■  From  the  Wright  Brothers  to  super- 
sonic aircraft  &  the  space  shuttle; 

•  From  telegraph  to  cordless  and  cel- 
lular phones; 

•  Tape  recorders,  remote  controls, 
microwaves,  microchips,  microchips, 
pagers/beepers,  voice  activation, 
TV's,  VCR's,  CD's,  DVD's,  VCR's, 
MP3's,  PC's,  laptops,  palm  organiz- 
ers, software,  hardware,  Tupperware, 
superstores,  condos,  stereos,  high- 
ways, parkways,  pornography,  cine- 
matography, zoning,  cloning,  multi- 
million  dollar  contracts  for  entertain- 


Publisher  *s  Notes 


o  God  Be  the  Glory! 

Thanks  to  all  of  you  for  your  feed- 
ack  regarding  the  Baptist  Informer.  I 
Iways  welcome  comments  because 
is  through  your  feedback  that  I  can 
ontinue  to  grow  the  paper.  I  ask  that 
ou  continue  to  pray  for  me  that  I 
'ill  make  the  Baptist  Informer  the 
aper  you  would  have  it  to  be. 

»UESTION  OF  THE  MONTH 

Each  month  there  will  be  a  ques- 
|on  of  the  month  to  which  I  would 
Ike  you  to  respond.  I  am  adding  this 
ew  feature  to  give  you  an  opportuni- 
'  to  voice  your  opinion, 
ubmissions  must  include  your 
ame,  church,  church  address  and  a 
aytime  phone  number.  Anonymous 
ibmissions  will  not  be  printed, 
he  question  for  this  month: 

[OW  EFFECTIVE  ARE  HIP- 


HOP  MINISTRIES  IN  THE 
CHURCH? 

The  ever-rising  popularity  of  hip- 
hop  music  has  begun  to  make  an 
impact  in  the  Gospel  music  commu- 
nity. What  impact  does  hip-hop 
music  have  in  the  Church?  Is  hip-hop 
music  effective  in  the  Church  today 
and  how  much  of  a  positive  effect,  if 
any,  does  it  have  on  today's  youth? 
Responses  may  be  mailed  to: 
Phyllis  Coley 

115  Market  Street  -  Suite  211 
Durham,  NC  27701 

Or  emailed  to:  acoleyevent(a),msn.com. 
Please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  (919) 
956-7673  if  you  have  comments, 
questions  or  suggestions. 

CHURCH  EVENTS 

Beginning  in  June,  I  will  start  a 
Church  Events  Section.  However,  I 
cannot  do  that  unless  you  send  me  a 
listing  of  your  church  events.  That 


would  include,  but  is  not  limited  to, 
anniversaries  (i.e.,  pastors',  church, 
choir,  ushers',  etc.),  singing  pro- 
grams where  no  admission  is 
charged,  pastor  installations,  and 
preaching  of  trial  sermons.  This  is  an 
example  of  how  the  announcement 
should  be  submitted: 
WHO:  ABC  Baptist  Church,  123 
Main  Street,  Any  town,  NC  23456 

WHAT:  Pastor  John  Doe  15^^ 
Anniversary 

WHEN:  Sunday,  July  16,  2002,  6:00 
pm 

WHERE:  at  the  church 
ON  THE  PROGRAM:  (list  of  par- 
ticipants -  NOTE:  participants -will 
be  listed  based  on  space  availability) 
FOR  MORE  INFORMATION: 
Contact  Rev.  Doe  (919)  123-4567 

Announcements     MUST  be 

received  by  the  lO^'^  of  the  month 
before  the  event.  Two  months  before 


ers/athletes/CEO's/COO's,  ...  and  the 
beat  goes  on! 

Some  things  do  change!  A  time 
traveler  from  the  early  1900's  would 
not  recognize  the  world  as  it  exists 
today.  And  yet,  some  things  do  not 
change.  When  a  woman  came  to 
Jesus  with  an  alabaster  jar  of  expen- 
sive perfume  and  poured  it  on  His 
head  (in  Matthew  26),  Jesus'  disci- 
ples became  angry  and  complained. 
They  concluded  that  the  perfume 
could  have  been  sold  and  the  money 
given  to  the  poor.  Jesus  replied  that 
the  poor  would  always  be  around. 

Some  things  do  not  change! 
People  still  need  food  because  they 
get  hungry.   People  still  need  com- 

Vice  President  Continued 
on  Page  22 


Phyllis  Coley 


would  be  ideal.  If  you  want  to  include 
a  picture  of  your  speaker,  please  do 
so.  I  cannot  guarantee  that  it  will  be 
used,  but  I  will  make  every  effort. 
For  programs  where  admission  will 
be  charged,  an  ad  may  be  purchased 
and  placed  in  the  Church  Events  sec- 
tion. Since  Baptist  Informer  readers 

Publisher 's  Continued  on  Page  22 
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Usher  News 


State  Usher's  News 

May  is  the  month  we  celebrate 
Mother's  Day.  Remember  your 
mother  on  her  day.  If  your  mother  is 
deceased,  remember  some  friend's 
mother  with  a  card,  a  gift,  or  flowers. 
The  Lord  will  bless  you  for  doing 
this. 

Robinson  Chapel  Baptist  Church, 
Roseboro,  North  Carolina  celebrated 
their  Annual  Ushers  Anniversary, 
February  17,  2002,  at  3:00  p.m. 
Sister  Ruby  Boone  is  their  president. 
Big  Piney  Grove  Baptist  Church, 
Clinton,  North  Carolina,  rendered 
service  at  the  J.J.  Johnson  Assembly 
Site,  Laurinburg,  North  Carolina  in 
November  200 1 .  His  ushers  (which  I 
failed  to  mention),  also  accompanied 
Reverend  Mitchell  and  church  choir. 
The  ladies  dressed  in  their  white  uni- 
forms, carried  out  their  duties  beauti- 
ftilly.  Big  Piney  Grove  ushers,  we 
are  proud  of  you!   


Reverend  Sister  Oletha 
Troublefield,  Mt.  Olive,  North 
Carolina  is  president  of  the 
Kenansville  Eastern  Baptist 
Association  of  Ushers  and  Brother 
Faison,  Vice  President.  They  are 
doing  a  survey  of  their  ushers  associ- 
ation with  30  plus  years  of  ushering. 
You  will  hear  more  about  this  when 
the  survey  is  completed.  Keep  up  the 
good  work  President  Troublefield 
and  Vice  President  Faison. 

Tupper  Memorial  Baptist 
Church,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  Dr. 
H.C.  Miller,  Pastor;  your  ushers  did 
an  outstanding  job  of  ushering  at  the 
Sheraton  Hotel  Ballroom,  at  the  late 
night  service,  following  the  Dr.  M.L. 
King  Banquet  at  the  Civic  Center  on 
January  8,  2002.  Tupper  Memorial 
Baptist  Church  ushers  were  on  duty, 
on  the  floor  at  12:00  midnight! 
Ushers  have  you  ever  been  on  duty  at 
12:00  midnight?    They  were,  still 


smiling  and  pleasant  to  everyone. 
One  lady  usher,  I'm  sure  she  was  the 
president,  came  outside,  carrying  an 
armful  of  offertory  baskets.  When 
asked  why,  she  stated  the  baskets 
were  being  returned  to  her  church, 
Tupper  Memorial  Baptist.  Dr.  Miller, 
you  should  be  proud  of  your  ushers 
and  commend  them  for  a  job  well 
done.  For  they  were  dedicated  work- 
ers for  the  Lord. 

District  III  Ushers  Annual  Day 
was  scheduled  for  March  28,  2002  at 
4:00  p.m.  at  the  Mount  Hebron 
Baptist  Church,  711  Mt.  Hebron 
Church  Road,  Gastonia,  North 
Carolina.  Reverend  Timothy  H. 
Scott,  Pastor,  will  be  speaker.  Their 
Theme:  "Striving  For  Success".  All 
ushers  were  asked  to  wear  their  uni- 
forms. 

District  III  Annual  Ushers 
Workshop  will  be  held,  Saturday, 
June  15,  2002  at  the  Second  Calvary 


Church,  114  Nelson  Avenu 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina.  There  w 
be  classes  for  everyone.  Time  8:! 
a.m.  to  1 :00  p.m.  Workshop  instru 
tors  will  be:  Dr.  Haywood  T.  Gre 
Temple  Memorial  Baptist  Churc 
High  Point,  North  Carolina;  Dr.  C. 
Owens,  First  Mt.  Zion  Bapti 
Church,  Charlotte,  North  Carolir 
and  Sister  Eddie  A.  Culbreth,  Fii 
Aid,  St.  Luke  Baptist  Churc 
Registration  will  be  $5.00  for  adul 
$3.00  for  youth  17  and  under.  / 
ushers  are  asked  to  wear  their  ui 
forms.  Lunch  will  be  served. 

District  III  Ushers  are:  Ebenezi 
Gaston  County,  Gold  Hill,  Guildii 
Light,  Lane  Creek,  Mecklenbu 
General,  Mount  Peace,  Rising  St; 
and  Stanley  County.  Brother  Fort 
M.  Eaves,  Jr.  is  their  president  a 
coordinator  of  District  III  and  is  al 

State  Usher  'sNews  Continued  on 
Page  31 


The  32nd  Annual  State- Wide  Leaders  Workshop  of  the  Women's 
Baptist  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Convention 


By  Ms.  Lucille  Griswald  Paige 

The  32rd  Annual  State-Wide 
Leaders  Workshop  of  the  Women's 
Baptist  Home  and  Foreign 
Missionary  Convention  was  held 
April  6,  2002  at  Raleigh  Convention 
Center.  Mrs.  Audrey  P.  Battle 
presided,  and  Mrs.  Cleo  Bowden  was 
in  charge  of  the  worship  and  praise. 
"At  the  Cross"  was  the  opening 
hymn.  Mrs.  Claudine  Garrett  read 
the  scripture.  Mrs.  Patricia  Russell 
said  the  prayer.  The  theme  discus- 
sion was  by  Mrs.  Lillian  Williams. 
Solo  "His  Eye  is  on  the  Sparrow" 
was  by  Mrs.  Carolyn  Hines.  The 
President,  Mrs.  Julias  McDonald 
brought  greetings.  Dr.  Priscilla 
Broadie  gave  perspectives  from  Titus 
2  and  Psalm  147:1-6. 

The  workshop  session  was 
"Transforming  Leaders  Through  the 
Ministry  of  Missions.    "Who  is  a 


Missionary"  was  discussed  by  Ms. 
Bettie  Adams.  "Effective  Christian 
Communication"  was  discussed  by 
Ms.  Blanche  Wimberly.  "Missionary 
Leaders"  was  by  Minister  Linda 
Inman.  Leading  is  establishing  direc- 
tion and  influencing  others  to  follow 
that  direction.  Whether  you  are  an 
executive  or  an  entry-level  worker  in 
your  organization,  it  is  critical  for 
you  to  have  strong  leadership  skills. 

Types  of  leaders  are  Visionary 
Leaders,  Directional  Leaders, 
Strategic  Leaders,  Managing 
Leaders,  Shepherding  Leaders,  and 
Team  Building  Leaders.  Leaders  are 
hard  to  find  and  when  you  do  locate 
some,  they  are  usually  already  over 
committed.  Strong  leaders  are  hard 
to  keep.  They  will  be  continually 
enticed  with  other  opportunities  that 
appear  to  be  more  exciting  and  mean- 
ingful. 

We  must  create  a  friendly  atmos- 


phere. We  can  show  warmth  by  our 
demeanor.  People  want  to  know 
whether  you  are  friendly,  worried,  or 
how  you  feel  before  you  start  to 
speak. 

We  have  the  following  programs 
in  our  ministry  of  missions: 
Leadership  Training  Conference, 
Missionary  Institutes,  Youth  Bible 
Camp,  State-Wide  Leaders 
Workshop,  Annual  Convention,  One 
Way  Session,  Family  Missions 
Conference,  Young  Adult  Retreat, 
and  Youth  Evangelism  Conference. 
The  financial  objectives  of  the 
Women's  Convention  are  the  follow- 
ing: Shaw  University  and  Shaw 
Divinity  Schools,  Foreign  Missions, 
State  Missions,  J.J.  Johnson  Baptist 
Assembly  and  Central  Children's 
Home. 

There  was  a  question  and  answer 
period  by  Mrs.  Bronnie  Daniels  and 
the  Nehemiah  Prayer  Chain/  WBH 


and  FMC  by  Ms.  Robbie  Dig| 
Mrs.  Ida  Dunston  and  Ms.  Ma 
Phillips    received  certificates 
recognition  for  their  retirement  on  t 
Board. 

Music  was  by  the  New  Zi 
Baptist  Note  Choir  of  Chariot 
North  Carolina.  The  offertory  appr 
was  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Marrow. 

Reverend  Jeremiah  Robinsc 
pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  Church 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina  was  ( 
speaker  and  his  daughter  introduc 
him.  Reverend  Robinson's  subji 
was  "Working  Together".  The  ti 
was  from  I  Corinthians  12:  18-20  a 
Ephesians  2:  18:  20,  21.  Let  us  wc 
together.  Paul  talks  about  the  body 
Christ  as  the  head.  The  believer 
Christ  is  seated  in  Heaven 
places. 

What  you  are  to  do  because  y 
are  in  Christ:  Stay  in  your  w( 
32  Annual  Continued  on  page  23 
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Laymen   League  News 


"Teach  and  Proclaim  The  Word 


99 


Romas  Hales 

By:  Romas  Hales 

The  Missionary  Training  Institute 
was  held  March  11,  2002,  at  New 
Bethany  Baptist  Missionary  Church, 
Harrellsville,  NC  at  7:00pm,  nightly. 
Rev.  William  C.  Clark  is  the  pastor. 


Rev.  Elbert  Lee,  Jr.  is  the  moderator; 
Mrs.  Linda  Peele  is  president  of  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary,  and  Ms.  Delia 
Moore  served  as  Asst.  Directress. 
The  Training  Institute  was  divided 
into  four  (4)  classes. 

Mrs.  Audrey  T.  Battle  taught  the 
adult  class.  She  is  the  Second  Vice 
President  of  the  W  Oman's  Baptist 
State  Convention  of  North  Carolina. 
The  study  book  was  "Getting 
Acquainted  with  the  Bible."  In  addi- 
tion to  the  study  book,  Mrs.  Battle 
shared  handouts  with  the  group  each 
night.  They  included  handouts  about 
the  Bible,  what  is  the  Bible,  and  what 
does  the  Bible  say  about  Jesus, 
understanding  the  Gospel,  finding 
out  ways  around  the  Bible,  The  Ten 


Commandments  and  Me.  Mrs.  Battle 
asked  us  the  question,  "When  you 
read  scripture,  how  do  you  see 
Jesus?"  She  also  told  us  that  we 
should  state,  "It  is  my  intention  to 
read  the  Bible  so  that  the  Bible  gets 
my  attention."  We  must  know  what 
we  are  about.  There  were  150  adults 
registered  for  the  week  and  fifty-five 
(55)  received  certificates  for  attend- 
ing at  least  five  (5)  nights. 

Minister  Belinda  Smith  and  Mrs. 
Terri  Cheatham  taught  the  teen  class. 
The  teens  used  the  book  entitled, 
"The  Bondage  Breaker."  There  were 
several  informal  discussions  each 
night  including  using  makeup  or 

Teach  Continued  on  Page  31 


State  Laymen 
Mini  Skill  Exhibit 


By:  Romas  L.  Hales 

The  time  for  our  State  Laymen 
Mini  Skill  Exhibit  for  youth  is  at 
hand.  If  your  League  is  planning  to 
sponsor  a  participant,  please  get  your 
application  in  immediately.  A  copy 
of  the  form  is  in  the  Baptist  Informer. 
We  will  need  your  participation  to 
make  this  a  successful  event. 
Remember  the  date  is  Saturday,  May 
18,  2002  at  the  J.J.  Johnson  Baptist 
Mini  Skills  Continued  on  Page  23 
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THE  ULTIMATE  TALENT  SHOW 
GRAND  PRIZE  WINNER  RECEIVES 

•RECORD  DEAL 

$1000.00  CASH 


6y 


Entry  Deadline:  June  8,  2002 
www.powerhousegospel.com 


■NATIONAL  EXPOSURE 

(VIA  VIDEOS,  TOURS  AND  MORE) 

BTI  CENTER  FOR  PERFORMING  ARTS 
RALEIGH,  N.C. 
JUNE  22,  2002  -  6  PM 


(919)  956-7673 
(919)  387-2088 
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The  Bookstore 


The  Tree  That  Is  Bearing  Much  Fruit 


Greeting  in  the  name  Jesus!  We 
are  at  full  bloom  as  we  prepare  for 
our  Annual  Mid-year  session.  The 
GBSC  Bookstore  will  have  the  mate- 
rial that  you  will  be  in  need  of  for 
your  churches  Vacation  Bible  School. 
We  know  that  time  has  slipped  upon 
us  and  you  may  have  forgotten  to 
place  your  orders.  You  may  do  so 
now.  Please  call  us  now  if  you  have 
a  special  theme,  and  would  like  for  us 
to  work  with  you  on  an  individual 
basis.  We  have  youth  bibles  for  those 
youth  participating  in  your  vacation 
bible  school.  We  have  waited  for 
many  years  until  they  graduate  from 
high  school  to  present  them  with  one 
as  gifts.  Studies  have  shown  that  we 
need  to  give  them  one  as  soon  as  they 
learn  how  to  read. 

We  have  several  other  help  mate- 
rials that  are  available  for  Pastors,  a 
training  manual  for  associate  minis- 
ters, a  detailed  outline  of  preparing 
our  young  ministers  for  leadership. 

We  also  have  The  Baptist 
Standard  Church  Directory,  Busy 
Pastor  Guide,  Sermon  Preparation 
Outline,  and  Great  reading  material 
for  overcoming  stumbling  blocks. 

INSPIRITATIONAL  READING 

/.  How  You  Know  That  You  Know 
You  Are  Saved? 

2.  Deacons  Training  in  The  Black 
Church 

3.  What  is  A  Deacon? 

4.  Deaconess  on  Duty 

5.  The  Deaconess  Workbook 
Walking  in  The  Newness  Of 
Life 

6.  How  To  Live  Successful  And 
Debt-Free  Program 

7.  Be  A  Man 


3  Part  Tree;  Root  -  Sap  -  Branch  -  Psalms  l  :3  And  he  shall  be  like  a  tree  planted  by  the  rivers  of  water  that  bringeth  forth  his  fruit  in  his 
season  his  leaf  also  shall  not  wither  and  whatsoever  he  doeth  shall  prosper. 


Bibles 


■  Hvmnal 


Vacation  Bible  School 


Sunday  School 


Branch 

St  Stephens  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Moderator  Ricky  Banlts,  Pastor 

Isaiah  11:1  And  there  shall  come  forth  a  rod  out  of  the  stem  of 
Jesse  and  a  branch  shall  grow  out  his  root 


Resources 

2  Peter  1 :2  Grace  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto  you 
through  the  knowledge  of  God  and  Jesus  our  Lord 


8.  Spiritual  Leadership 

9.  Nehemiah 

10.  Resolutions  for  all  Occasions 
Poems,  Addresses,  And 
Responses 

IL  Guides  For  Ushers 

12.  Suggested  Rules  & 

Recommendations  for  Choirs 

IS.Baptist  Hymnals  Sheet 
Music  Choir  Robes: 

We  have  so  much  more.  If  you 
shake  the  tree  and  the  material  that 
you  seek  does  not  fall,  we  will  be 
glad  to  order  all  the  books  you  may 
need. 

The  GBSC  Bookstore  is  in  our 
convention    to    serve    you  our 


Churches,  Associations,  Pastors,  and  252-335-5003 
Laity.  Moderator  Ricky  Banks 

We  Have  a  Satellite  Bookstore  at  Pastor. 


the: 


Saint  Stephens  Missionary  Baptist 
Church 
507  York  Street 
Elizabeth  City,  N.C.  27909 


Those  Churches  and  Associations  in 
the  area  we  encourage  you  to  support 
the  bookstore. 

If  your  Association  or  Church 
The  Tree  Continued  on  page  21 


INTRODUCING: 

UNIQUE  HOME  IMPROVEMENTS 

.  SPECIALIZING  IN: 

Residential/Commercial  Building  Maintenance  &  Repairs 
Utilities  Repair  &  Upkeep: 
Plumbing,  Lighting,  Etc. 

Additions/Renovations:  Walls,  Partitions,  Porches,  Fences,  and 
Garages 

Appliances  Maintanability  Checked 
Free  Estimates 

CALL:  TOMMIE  MITCHELL 
(919)  365-7281  OR  (919)  601-7823 
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Health  and  Human  Services 


Diabetes:  Taking  Control 


Dr.  Anita  P.  Holmes 
By  Anitia  P.  Holmes,  Executive  Director 
Office  of  Health  and  Human  Services 

Recently,  the  Secretary  of  the  Unites 
States  Department  of  Heahh  and 
Human  Services  (HHS)  warned 
Americans  of  the  risks  of  "pre-dia- 
betes,"  a  condition  affecting  nearly  16 
million  Americans.  This  new  tern 
"pre-diabetes"  describes  an  increas- 
ingly common  condition  in  which 
blood  glucose  levels  are  higher  than 
normal  but  not  yet  diabetic  -  -  known 
in  medicine  as  imparled  glucose  toler- 
ance or  imparled  fasting  glucose. 
Studies  have  shown  that  most  people 
with  this  condition  go  on  to  develop 
type  2  diabetes  within  10  years.  This 
condition  also  increases  the  risk  for 
heart  disease  by  50  percent. 

Diabetes  is  a  disease  in  which 
blood  glucose  levels  are  above  nor- 
mal. People  with  diabetes  have  prob- 
lems converting  food  to  energy.  After 
a  meal,  food  is  broken  down  into 
sugar  called  clucose,  which  is  carried 
by  the  blood  to  cells  throughout  the 
body.  Cells  use  a  chemicak  known  as 
insulin,  made  in  the  pancreas,  to  help 
process  blood  blucose  into  energy. 

People  develop  diabetes  for  two 
reasons:  the  pancreas  does  not  make 
enough  insulin  for  the  body's  needs, 
or  the  cells  in  the  muscles,  liver,  and 
fat  do  not  ustf  insulin  properly,  or 
ooth.  As  a  result,  the  amount  of  glu- 
cose in  the  blood  increases  while  the 
cells  are  starved  of  energy.  Over  the 
years,  high  blood  glucose  damages 
nerves  and  blood  vessels,  leading  to 
complications  such  as  blindness,  heart 
and  kidney  disease,  nerve  problems, 


Dr.  Mary  D.  Jacobs 
Project  Coordinator 
Faith  And  Health  Intiative 
GBSC 

gum  infections,  and  amputation. 

Although  people  with  diabetes 
can  prevent  or  delay  complications  by 
keeping  blood  glucose  levels  close  to 
normal,  preventing  or  delaying  the 
development  of  diabetes  in  the  first 
place  is  even  better  The  result  of  the 
Diabetes  Prevention  Program  (DPP), 
a  federally  funded  study  of  3,234  peo- 
ple at  high  risk  for  diabetes,  showed 
that  diet  and  exercise  can  sharply 
lower  the  risk  of  getting  type  2  dia- 
betes. 

The  DPP  was  a  major  clinical  trial 
that  studied  ways  to  prevent  or  delay 
diabetes  in  people  at  high  risk  for  type 
2  diabetes.  Participants  were  over- 
weight and  had  higher  than  normal 
levels  of  blood  glucose,  called  impar- 
led glucose  tolerance.  Both  over- 
weight and  higher  blood  glucose  are 
strong  risk  factors  for  type  2  diabetes. 
Because  of  the  high  risk  among  some 
minority  groups,  about  half  of  the  par- 
ticipants were  Africian  American, 
American  Indian,  Asian  American, 
Pacific  Islander,  or  Hispanic. 

The  DPP  compared  two 
approaches  to  preventing  diabetes:  an 
intensive  healthy  earing  and  exercise 
program  and  the  diabetes  drug  met- 
formin. People  who  engaged  in  mod- 
erate physical  activity  for  about  30 
minutes  a  day,  followed  a  low-fat, 
low-calorie  diet,  and  lost  5  to  7  per- 
cent of  their  body  weight  reduced 
their  risk  of  getting  type  2  diabetes  by 
58  percent,  according  to  preliminary 


results.  Those  receiving  metformin 
reduced  their  risk  by  3 1  percent. 

Based  on  the  analysis  of  several 
major  studies,  an  expert  panel  of  doc- 
tors and  other  diabetes  experts,  with 
representation  from  the  HHS' 
National  Institute  of  Diabetes  and 
Digestive  and  Kidney  Diseases 
(NIDDK)  and  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  and  Prevention  (CDC),  rec- 
ommended that  physicians  screen 
their  middle-aged,  overweight 
patients  for  both  type  2  diabetes  and 
pre-diabetes.  The  panel  also  recom- 
mended that  physicians  consider 
screening  adults  youger  than  age  45  if 
they  are  significantly  overweight  and 
have  one  or  more  of  the  following  risk 
factors: 

•  Family  history  of  diabetes 

•  Low  HDL  cholesterol  and  high 
triglycerides 

•  High  blood  pressure 

•  History  of  gestational  diabetes  or 
gave  birth  to  a  bady  weighing  more 
than  9  pounds 

Belong  to  a  minority  group 
(Africian-Americans,  Americian 
Indians,  Hispanic  Americans/Latinos, 
and  Asian  Americian/Pacific 
Islanders  are  at  increased  risk  for  type 
even  more  of  a  challenge  for  Africian 
Americans.  For  every  six  white 
Americans  with  diabetes,  10  Africian 
Americans  have  diabetes.  About  10.9 
percent  of  all  Africian  Americians 
have  diabetes.  The  complications  of 
diabetes  are  also  greater.  Africian 
Americans  with  diabetes  are  more 
likely  to  develop  diabetes  complica- 
tions and  experience  greater  disability 
from  the  complications  than  white  of 
diabetes  are  also  greater  Africian 
Americians. 

Death  rates  for  people  with  dia- 
betes are  27  percent  higher  for 
African  Americans  compared  as  com- 

Taking  Control  Cont.  on  page  21 


I  control 
nw  diabetes  so 
ri  be  around 
to  see  the  next 
Jackie  Robinson. 


Controlling  diabetes  makes 
a  huge  difference. 

My  g)-aiidA'iughter  meaiis  die 
world  to  me.  So  Pni  controlling 
my  diabetes.  Tlisit  meiiris  1  keep 
my  blood  sugar  dose  to  jioniial 
hy  watching  what  I  eat  and 
walking  e\'ery  day.  I  always  take 
my  medicine  and  test  my 
l)lood  sugar. 

WitJi  my  dialxjtes  under  contn)l. 
I  teel  a  lot  better  and  have  mojx; 
eneii»j'.  Best  of  all,  Tm  going  to 
lie  around  foi"  my  famfly...  for 
mv  bieuds. . .  for  life. 


Control  your 
diabetes.  ^ 

CaU  l-SOO-438-5383 
to  learn  more. 
Or  Aisit  us  at  httpy'/ndqj.nih.gov 


N  A  T  I  O  K  A  I 
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A  joinl  pnoorann 
ui  the  National 
hisliuites  of 
Health  and  ilie 
Centers  (or 
Disease  Contral 
nnci  Prevention. 
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Faith  and  Fitness 


Nutrition  Quiz 

Answers  and  Explanations 
By  Charlotte  H.  Leach,  MS 
Fat  and  Cholesterol 
True  or  False 

1 .  )  Since  research  has  shown  that  eat- 
ing a  diet  high  in  fat  is  so  harmful  to 
one's  health,  we  should  strive  to  elim- 
inate all  fat  from  our  diet. 

False  -  A  certain  amount  of  fat  is 
needed  for  the  body: 

-  fat  stores  provide  a  constant  source 
of  extra  energy  when  you  need  it  the 
most 

-  fat  helps  your  body  absorb  fat-solu- 
ble vitamins  A,  D.  E.  and  K 

-  fat  cushions  your  organs  and  pro- 
tects them  from  injury 

-  fat  serves  as  an  insulator  to  help  us 
stay  warm  on  cold  days 

2.  )  Fat  and  Cholesterol  are  basically 
the  same  thing 

False  -  Fat  is  a  major  nutrient  group 
that  is  used  to  fiiel  the  body. 
Cholesterol  is  a  fat-like  substance, 
but  it  not  a  fat  itself  Cholesterol  is 
produced  by  the  body,  and  is  found  in 
foods. 

3.  )  It  is  recommended  that  no  more 
than  30%  of  our  total  daily  calories 
come  from  fat. 

True  - 1 0%  or  less  from  saturated  fat, 
10%  or  less  from  monounsaturated 
fat  and  1 0%o  or  less  from  polyunsatu- 
rated fat.  55  to  60%  of  calories  from 
carbohydrates,  mostly  complex  from 
foods  such  as  bread,  cereal,  rice  and 
pasta.  The  remainder  is  from  protein. 

4.  )  Dietary  cholesterol  and  blood 
cholesterol  is  the  same  thing. 

False  -  There  are  2  types  of  choles- 
terol: blood  and  dietary.  Blood  or 
serum  cholesterol  circulates  in  the 
bloodstream.  Dietary  cholesterol 
comes  from  food. 

5.  )  Hydrogenation  (adding  hydrogen) 
is  used  to  turn  liquid  fats  into  solids 
in  order  to  extend  a  product's  shelf 
life.  This  process  creates  a  trans- 
fatty  acid. 

True 

6.  )  The  process  of  hydrogenation 


(look  for  "partially  hydrogenated  oil 
in  the  ingredients  on  the  food  label) 
will  decrease  the  amount  of  saturated 
fat. 

False  -  This  process  increases  the 
amount  of  saturated  fat  in  the  food. 

7.  )  When  limiting  the  amount  of  fat 
in  our  diet,  it  is  saturated  fat  that 
should  be  decreased  before  monoun- 
saturated or  polyunsaturated. 

True 

8.  )  Some  amounts  of  dietary  choles- 
terol can  be  found  in  all  foods. 
False  -  Dietary  cholesterol  is  only 
found  in  foods  of  animal  origin  such 
as  eggs,  meat,  poultry,  fish,  and  dairy 
foods.  Animals  produce  cholesterol, 
but  plants  do  not. 

9.  )  Omega-3  fatty  acids  also  referred 
to  as  "the  good  for  your  heart  fat"  can 
be  found  in  tuna,  mackerel,  and 
salmon. 

True 

10.  )  Eating  fat  versus  carbohydrates 
or  protein  can  be  considered  more 
expensive  in 

that  a  gram  of  fat  supplies  9  calories 
and  a  gram  of  carbohydrate  or  protein 
supplies  only  4  calories. 
True  -  A  diet  higher  in  fat  automati- 
cally increases  the  number  of  calories 
consumed. 

Overall  Nutrition 

1.  )  During' digestion,  food  is  broken 
down   into   nutrients,   which  are 
absorbed  into  our  bloodstream  and 
carried  to  every  cell  of  our  body. 
True 

2.  )  There  are  more  than  40  nutrients, 
which  fall  into  5  major  groups,  car- 
bohydrates, fats,  proteins,  vitamins, 
and  minerals. 

False  -  There  are  more  than  40  nutri- 
ents, but  the  6th  major  nutrient  group 
is  water. 

3.  The  amount  of  water  that  we  drink 
is  not  critical  because  only  a  small 
percentage  of  our  body  weight  is 
water. 

False  -  55  to  15%  of  our  body  weight 
is  water  that  is  why  it  is  critical  to 
drink  at  least  8  glasses  per  day. 


4.  )  A  red  pepper  packs  more  vita- 
mins and  nutrients  than  a  green  pep- 
per. 

True  -  The  level  of  carotene,  an 
important  antioxidant,  I  nine  times 
higher  in  a  red  pepper.  The  red  pep- 
per also  has  twice  the  Vitamin  C  as 
the  green. 

Antioxidants  neutralize  free  radicals, 
which  are  oxygen-by-products.  Free 
radicals  can  damage  body  cells  and 
tissues,  as  well  as  DNA,  which  is  the 
body's  mater  plan  for  producing  cells. 
The  3  classifications  of  antioxidants 
are  beta-carotene,  which  forms 
Vitamin  A,  Vitamin  C  and  Vitamin  E. 
Where  do  you  find  these  antioxi- 
dants? You  find  them  in  fruits  and 
vegetables,  usually  the  brighter  the 
color,  the  more  you  find. 

5.  )  White  meat  chicken  is  more 
nutritious  than  dark  meat  chicken. 
False  -  The  dark  meat  contains  a  spe- 
cial protein  called  myoglobin,  which 
is  fiill  of  iron.  And  it  also  has  more 
than  twice  the  amount  of  zinc  as  the 
white  meat.  The  dark  meat  does  have 
more  fat,  but  much  of  it  is  monoun- 
saturated. 

6.  )  If  you  are  going  to  eat  chocolate, 
dark  chocolate  is  more  nutritious  than 
milk  or  white  chocolate. 

True  -  Dark  chocolate  actually  helps 
fight  heart  disease.  Chocolate  con- 
tains the  phenols  that  are  in  red  wine, 
and  according  to  one  researcher,  1.5 
ounces  of  chocolate  equals  a  5-once 
glass  of  red  wine  in  terms  of  your 
heart's  health.  Dark  chocolate  has 
more  cocoa-bean  extract,  so  it  has  a 
higher  phenol  count  than  milk  choco- 
late. White  chocolate  has  no  phenols 
at  all  because  it's  not  made  from 
cocoa  beans. 

7.  )  Fish  is  higher  in  good  cholesterol 
than  steak. 

False  -  The  reference  to  good  or  bad 
cholesterol  refers  to  blood  cholesterol 
and  not  dietary  cholesterol. 
Cholesterol  technically  does  not 
become  good  or  bad  until  after  it  gets 
into  the  body. 


8.  )  A  typical  12  oz.  Can  of  soda  con- 
tains 10  teaspoons  of  sugar. 

True 

9.  )  50%)  of  the  average  American's 
salt  intake  comes  from  the  salt  shak- 
er. 

False  -  About  25%  of  our  salt  intake 
comes  fi"om  the  salt  shaker.  This  is 
why  it  is  important  to  consider  the 
amount  of  salt  in  foods  while  shop-^ 
ping,  especially  if  blood  pressure 
must  be  watched. 

10.  )  Daniel  and  the  three  Hebrew  j 
boys  managed  to  remain  healthier  by 
having  a  diet  of  vegetables  and  water 
than  those  who  had  the  king's  diet  of 
meat  and  wine. 

True  -  This  is  why  body  &  SouF 
encourages  us  to  eat  at  least  5  serv-' 
ings  of  fruits  and  vegetables  day.  It 
will  help  us  to  be  healthier. 


t\ 
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Moderator  of  Moderators 

CONTRACTS  AND  LEGAL  AGREEMENTS 


leverend  James  W.  Smith,J.D. 

ly  Reverend  James  W.  Smith,  J.D. 

rrace  and  Peace  to  you  all,  my  broth- 
rs  and  sisters!  v 

Dealing  with  contracts  and  legal 
greements  is  one  of  the  most  obvi- 
us  areas  in  which  legal  advice  is 
elpfiil  and  necessary.  A  church  will 
ave  many  situations  when  the  serv- 
;es  of  an  attorney  will  be  needed  to 
raw  up,  interpret,  or  evaluate  a  con- 
act.  Since  a  contract  represents  a 
jgally  binding  agreement,  between 
NO  or  more  parties,  it  is  essential  that 
le  document  be  accurate,  clearly 
nderstood,  and  prepared  according 
)  legal  requirements.  This  is  neces- 


sary for  the  protection  of  the  church 
as  well  as  for  the  other  parties 
involved.  Trustees  or  other  members 
of  the  church  should  not  be  preparing 
this  document  as  by  its  nature,  it  has 
legal  consequences. 

Whenever  contracts  or  legal 
agreements  become  necessary  for  the 
church,  we  must  remember  that  the 
church  acts  through  her  authorized 
agent  to  enter  into  such  agreements. 
In  most  cases  the  agent  would  be  the 
trustee  who  have  been  given  the 
authority  to  act  on  behalf  of  the 
church.  The  trustees  can  only  act 
within  the  authority  given  and  cannot 
bind  the  church  to  contracts,  which 
have  not  been  approved.  A  pastor  or 
other  minister  of  the  church  should 
not  assume  the  toIq  of  agent  for  the 
church  in  matters  of  contract.  If  this 
is  done  outside  the  minister's  author- 
ity, personal  liability  may  result. 

Legal  advice  is  necessary  when 
any  real  estate  purchase  is  anticipat- 
ed. In  many  cases  it  is  helpful  to 
have  an  attorney  who  specializes  in 


real  estate  law.  It  is  never  wise  to  "do 
it  yourself  no  matter  how  well 
meaning  church  members  may  be. 
There  are  several  needs  that  can  be 
related  to  the  interest  of  the  church. 
A  title  search  is  needed  to  assure  a 
clear  title  to  the  property.  Someone 
will  also  need  to  examine  the  contract 
to  be  sure  it  says  what  it  should.  An 
attorney  will  also  need  to  draw  up  a 
deed  that  provides  protection  for  the 
church.  There  will  be  a  need  to  prop- 
erly identify  any  restrictions,  which 
may  apply  to  the  necessity  for  legal 
advice  in  real  estate  transactions. 

An  attorney  should  evaluate  con- 
tracts, which  involve  major  purchas- 
es or  agreements  lasting  for  more 
than  one  year.  Any  transaction 
involving  an  executor  or  agreements 
requiring  the  church  to  guarantee 
something  should  likewise  be  evalu- 
ated. Any  expense  the  church  may 
have  to  bear  for  these  services  may 
well  be  savings  in  the  long  run  if  it 
protects  the  church  from  faulty  con- 
tracts or  agreements. 


If  you  wish  to  use  our  services  in 
any  way,  please  contact  us  at  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Dr.  James  W.  Smith 
146  Presidents  Drive 
P.O.  Box  53803 
Durham,  NC  27704 
(919)479-0501 
Email:  Jsmith9450@aol.com 

Dr.  Joshua  J.  Haire,  Jr. 
Fayetteville,  NC  28305  . 
(910)  323-1508 


Rev.  W.  J.  Cox 
107  Gray  Street 
Goldsboro,  NC  27534 
(919) 751-9899 


Institutional  and  Specialized  Ministries 


"UNDERSTANDING  THE 
TIMES" 

lichael  R.  Smith,  Sr.,  Chairman 

...  ALL  THESE  MEN  UNDER- 
TOOD  THE  TEMPER  OF  THE 
IMES  AND  KNEW  THE  BEST 
VURSE  FOR  ISRAEL  TO  TAKE.  " 
Chronicles  12:32b  (NLT) 

The  latest  statistics  released  from 
le  North  Carolina  Department  of 
orrection  reveal  that  there  are 
resently  76  prison  facilities  and 
2,064  inmates.  Of  that  total  inmate 
opulation,  20,083  (62.3%)  are 
ack,  10,  540  (32.7%)  are  white,  609 
.9%)  are  American  Indian,  96 


(0.0%)  are  Oriental  and  895  (2.9%) 
are  Other.  The  number  of  persons  on 
probation  or  parole  in  the  state  are 
116,909.  Of  the  total 
probation/parole  population,  56,  160 
(48%)  are  black,  51,987  (44.4%)  are 


Michael  R.  Smith,  Sr.,  Chairman 


white,  2,040  (1.7%)  are  American 
Indian,  316  (0.3%)  are 
Asian/Oriental  and  6381  (5.1%)  are 
other.  The  most  frequent  crimes  that 
led  to  incarceration  in  2001  were 
drugs  (22.2%)  compared  to  other 
crimes  of  assault,  DWI,  larceny, 
breaking  and  entering  and  robbery.  I 
submit  these  statistics  for  your 
prayerful  reflection  and  thinking. 

The  Church  in  responding  to 
crime  and  incarceration  must  like  the 
sons  of  Issachar,  understand  the  tem- 
per of  the  times.  These  times  call  for 
a  reordering  of  ministry  priorities. 
What  was  a  priority  in  1950  is  no 
longer  a  priority  in  2002.  I  submit  to 
you, 


the  Church  must  see  reaching,  recon- 
ciling, and  restoring  broken  lives 
impacted  by  crime  and  incarceration 
as  a  top  priority  in  these  times.  The 
statistics  mentioned  above  are  just  for 
the  state  of  North  Carolina,  not 
including  all  the  other  states  or  the 
statistics  from  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Prisons  (www.bop.gov).  One  thing  is 
clear;  our  nation  leads  the  world  in 
the  number  of  its  citizens  that  are 

incarcerated.  Post  September  ll*-^, 
the  mood  of  the  country  toward  crime 
(terrorism)  has  been  acutely  raised  to 
its  highest  level  of  concern. 
The  Apostle  Paul  said,  "In  the  last 

The  Times  Continued  on  Page  22 
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Lott  Carey  News 


News  From  The  Foreign  Field: 

Greetings  in  the  name  of  our  Lord 
and  Savior  Jesus  Christ. 

I  am  pleased  to  share  with  you 
articles  from  the  foreign  field.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  news  will  be  informa- 
tive and  of  interest.  Many  GBSC 
members  are  actively  working  to 
improve  the  lives  of  those  in  other 
countries. 

The  Missionary  Baptist  Churches 
of  North  Carolina  has  been  a  long 
time  supporter  of  the  Lott  Carey 
Convention.  In  talking  with  Dr. 
David  E.  Goatley,  Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Lott  Carey 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Convention, 
we  will  share  with  you  monthly  news 
from  the  foreign  field  as  it  relates  to 
Lott  Carey. 

The  Lott  Carey  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Convention  helps  churches 
extend  their  Christian  witness  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth  through:  (1)  Giving 
that  supports  evangelism,  education, 
health  care,  hunger  relief,  and  disas- 
ter assistance;  (2)  Going  on  short- 
term  mission  service  and  exposure 
tours;  and  (3)  Growing  through 
workshops,  seminars,  and  messages 
that  help  Christians  grow  in  their 
commitments  to  be  God's  people  on 
mission  to  the  world. 
The  Liberia  Project 

One  of  the  most  urgent  needs  of 
all  of  our  mission  partners  around  the 
world  is  transportation.  Roads  are  in 
disrepair,  public  transportation  is  lim- 
ited, and  distances  are  great. 

During  the  103rd  Annual  Sessioji 
of  the  Lott  Carey  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  the 
Laymen's  League  and  the  Women's 
Auxiliary  agreed  to  jointly  sponsor  a 
project  to  purchase  a  new  29  seat  bus 
for  our  Lott  Carey  Baptist  Mission 
School  in  Liberia.  Dr.  Jeremiah 
Walker,  who  is  the  superintendent  of 
the  Liberian  School,  made  an  appeal 
during  the  session  that  fell  on  fertile 
soil.  Sister  Ethelda  King,  Women's 
Auxiliary  President,  and  Brother 


Johnny  L.  Duncan,  Laymen's 
President,,  both  agreed  to  encourage 
their  respective  units  to  work  togeth- 
er to  raise  the  $40,000  needed  for  the 
vehicle. 

For  each  $30.00  contribution 
toward  this  project,  the  International 
Office  will  forward  a  copy  of  the 
Women's  Auxiliary's  Centennial 
Journal  that  was  released  at  the  last 
Annual  Session.  The  attractive,  hard 
bound,  mauve  colored  souvenir  jour- 
nal holds  important  historical  infor- 
mation about  Lott  Carey  women  in 
mission. 

News  From  The  Foreign  Field:  The 
Lott  Carey  Convention 

A  New  Era  Of  Missions: 
HIV/AIDS  Initiative 

Rev.  Lott  Carey  led  his  pioneer- 
ing mission  team  to  sail  from 
Norfolk,  Va.,  in  1821  to  West  Africa 
where  he  eventually  settled  and 
served  in  Liberia.  Once  again, 
Norfolk  was  the  port  of  departure  for 
a  new  ear  of  Christian  missions  when 
the  Lott  Carey  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Convention  began  a  new 
voyage  of  missions  during  its  Armual 
Session  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  in  September 
2000  as  the  Convention  launched  its 
new  HFV/AIDS  Initiative. 

The  Lott  Carey  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Convention  has  committed 
itself  to  a  substantial  faith-based 
response  to  the  HIV/AIDS  pandemic 
that  is  ravishing  the  Aft-ican  conti- 
nent. The  Greater  St.  Paul  Baptist 
Church,  Durham,  NC  (Dr.  William 
H.  Height,  Pastor)  and  the  Trinity 
Baptist  Church,  Columbus,  Ohio 
(Rev.  Victor  Davis,  Pastor)  provided 
gifts  that  allowed  Lott  Carey  to  spon- 
sor a  conference  at  the  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  of  Zimbabwe, 
located  in  the  Midlands  city  of 
Gweru.  Zimbabwe  is  being  over- 
whelmed by  the  magnitude  of  the 
pandemic.  Some  estimates  hold  that 
one  in  every  four  Zimbabweans  is 
infected  with  HIV/AIDS. 


The  conference  brought  together 
pastors,  pastors'  spouses,  church 
leaders,  community  health  workers, 
medical  personnel,  and  educators 
from  various  pasts  of  Zimbabwe. 
They  focused  on  cultivating  positive 
responses  to  persons  infected  with 
HID/AIDS;  identifying  accessible 
resources  already  in  place  in  the 
country;  essential  training  about  pre- 
vention, treatment,  and  advocacy; 
and  began  developing  specific  pro- 
posals for  responding  to  the  crisis 
through  local  church  communities. 

A  grant  to  help  fund  Lott  Carey's 
HIV/AIDS  Initiative  was  provided 
by  the  Alfred  Street  Baptist  Church, 
Alexandria,  Va.  Alfred  Street's 
Pastor,  Dr.  John  O.  Peterson,  Sr.,  is 
also  the  President  of  the  Lott  Carey 
Convention.  Dr.  Ronald  Johnson, 
Chairman  of  the  Trustees  Ministry  of 
Alfred  Street  Baptist  Church 
armounced  that  the  church  was  com- 
mitting $75,000  to  help  the  Initiative 
begin  and  made  the  initial  presenta- 
tion of  the  church's 
financial  pledge. 

Lott  Carey  has  made  two  critical 
decisions  to  insure  the  success  of  the 
HIV/AIDS  Initiative.  First,  the 
organization  has  called  Rev.  Samuel 
Nixon,  Jr.,  to  serve  as  the  full  time 
HIV/AIDS  Director.  He  comes  to 
Lott  Carey  from  a  successftil  tenure 
of  organizing  affiliates  with  the 
Congress  ofNational  Black 
Churches,  Inc.,  and  will  be  responsi- 
ble for  organizing  and  overseeing 
Lott  Carey's  efforts  to  develop  suc- 
cessftil ministry  models  and  secure 
additional  multi  year  funding  with 
interested  partners  for  this  effort. 
Second,  the  Convention  voted  to 
incorporate  Lott  Carey 
International. 

Dr.  Howard  W.  Parker,  Jr., 
Sycamore  Hill  Baptist  Church 
P  O.  Box  6012 
Greenville,  NC  27835 
252-756-4869 
4539  (fax) 


Dr.  Howard  W.  Parker  Jr. 
Second  Vice  President 
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Christian  Education 


I 


Mrs.  Portia  Brandon,  M.  Div. 
'hristian  Education  Coordinator 

HURCH  PROTOCOL 

IME 

you're  on  time  for  worship, 
mday  school,  or  meetings,  you  are 
te. 


PRESIDING  OFFICER 

Preside  with  assurance  and  dignity. 
Move  the  program  in  a  timely  man- 
ner. 

APPEARING  ON  PROGRAM 

Do  what  you  are  asked  to  do,  and 
stop  there.  Example:  If  you  are  asked 
to  sing  a  solo,  do  not  begin  talking 
and  then  sing. 
SCRIPTURE  READING 
Always  give  the  translation,  chapter, 
and  verse  of  the  Bible. 
LENGTHY  SERMONS  &  MES- 
SAGES 

Are  soon  forgotten 
PROGRAM  COMMITTEE 

ALWAYS  get  the  program  partici- 
pates approval  before  putting  their 
name  on  the  program.  This  should  be 
followed  up  with  a  letter. 


ATTENTION!  ATTENTION!  ATTENTION! 


CHURCHES 

Are  you  looking  for: 
'  Musician 

•  Minister  of  Music 
*  Pianist 
•  Organist 


MUSICIANS 

Are  you  looking  for: 
'  Church  to  play  for 
Good  paying  position 

•  Full  time 

•  Part  time 


i 


POWERHOUSE 
GOSPEL  CONNECTION 


connecting  churches  and  musicians 

CALL 

(919)  387-9764  or  (919)  387-2088 

www.PowerhouseGospel.com 
email:  powerhousegospel@yahoo.com 


NEVER  ARGUE  THE  SCRIP- 
TURE. 

Sensitive  issues  such  as  divorce, 
remarriage,  simply  quote  what  the 
bible  says,  and  stop  there. 
CONDUCTING  OFFERING 
When  making  the  offertory  appeal, 
NEVER  say,  "this  is  past  of  the  serv- 
ice where  everyone  can  take  part." 
The  congregation  should  participate 
m  the  Worship  from  the  prelude  to 
the  postlude. 
WORDHIP  LEADERS 
Avoid  saying  -  We'll  turn  the  service 
back  over  into  the  hands  of  the  pastor. 
WORSHIP  SONGS 
The  appropriate  songs  for  worship- 
psalms,  hymns,  and  spiritual  songs 
(Ephesians  5:19). 


LEADERSHIP 

You  cannot  lead  people  you  party 
with. 

A  FORM  OF  WORSHIP 

Only  attend  church  when  it  is  your 
Sunday  to  sing.  Ushers,  or  teach 
Sunday  school. 

DON'T  DESTROY  CHURCH 
PROPERTY. 

Writing,  marking,  drawing,  tearing 
pages  out  of  bibles  and  hymnals.  Do 
not  carry  bibles  and  hymnals  home. 
SLEEPING  IN  WORSHIP 
Sometimes  the  most  sacred  thing  you 
can  do  for  the  Lord  is  get  you  some 
rest. 

ORDANANCES  OF  BAPTISM 
AND  THE  LORD 'S  SUPPER 

Jesus  commanded  his  followers  to 
practice  the  observance  of  Baptism 
Church  Protocol  Cont.  on  page  21 


JOY  OF  GIFTS 


www.Giftworldnet.com/thejoyofgifts 

E-mail:  joyofgiftsi  (gaol.com 

The  JOY  OF  GIFTS  is  a  distributor  of  thousands  of  quality 

products. 
Our 

"World  of  Products"  catalog  is  the  ultimate  shopping  cata- 
log. Gifts  for  all  occasions 

*vacation  bible  school  *  weddings  *  new  born  * 
mothers  day  *  new  church 
member  *  fathers  day  * 
anniversaries  *  birthdays  * 

P.O.  Box  4285 

Gary,  North  Carolina  27511 
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pesDonoNION 


^        30  YEARS- 

<|eneral  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina 


August  3,  I O,  I  7,  an  ^  3  I,  2002 


at  Paraitiount^s  Kings  Dominion  and  Paramount^  Carowinds! 


*NEm* 


Ride  the  Cast  track 
of  un«xpe<:ted  twhitt, 
hairpin  turm>  br«athtaldng 
bumps  and  a  fantastic 
SO-foot  drop  on  Ricochet'*, 
new  this  year  at  both 
Paramount^l  Kings  Dominion 
and  Paramount's  CarowloKls! 


Discount 
ticKets  onty.. 

$n|ioo 

■yi  dE  Age  7  and  above 
Save  %\5.99 
off  $39.99  regular 
general  admission 

£^        Age  3  to  6 
Save  $7.49 
off  $27.99  regular 
child  admission 

Ages  2  and  under  are  free. 


VoB  -  t  wo<jld  like  , 
i  wcKJd  tike , 


Age  7  and  above  ack«ts  at  $24.00 
Age  3  to  4  tHkctt  at  $20.50  each  » 

postage  fiec  (pes-  order} 
TOTaL  (pxfmere.  mctocd )  » 


ssso 


MsriMn  Orders  Simply  complete  this  tidkec  order  lonm 
and  mcuk  with  payment  to: 

Psramouot'j  Kings  Oominton 

Attn.  NCBGC  Oayi 

P.O.  Box  2O0O 

Doswe8.VA  23047-27*1 1 
Make  checks  payable  to:  Paramount's  Kmjp  Dexninion  - 
Do  Not  Send  Cash.  Oeadltne  for  m»il-«n  orders  is  2  weeks 
prior  to  your  day  of  visit.  Late  orders  vnll  be  held  for  ptdc 
up  at  die  Group  Admissions  Butfding. 

Call"  In  or  Fax  Credit  Card  Orders 

Call  toll-free:  804-87*-5S6 1 .  mention  NCBGC  Days 

and  ask  for  your  tickets  to  be  moiled  to  you. 
Or  fax:  804-876-S076 

Allow  7  days  for  your  order  to  be  processed. 


For  ad-dmonai  r^^orrrMcn  ci^  -874-5S6I 


Remember  theto  cosnbo  ccketi  are  good  at  ct^w 
Paranvxnt'j  Kings  Domrnjon  of  Paramount"  Carec^nds 
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Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry  News 


^  May  is  National  Foster  Care  Month 

During  the  month  of  May,  the  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry  will  be  observ- 
ing National  Foster  Care  Month.  We  will  be  celebrating  the  important  role  that  our  church- 
es can  play  in  the  lives  of  children  in  foster  care  now  working  on  behalf  of  waiting  children. 
We  are  asking  for  all  GBSC  churches  to  get  involved  and  sponsor  a  Foster  Care.  Observance 
Event  on  or  before  Sunday  May  26,  2002. 

Suggestions 

1)  During  morning  service  recognize  a  foster  family  in  your  church  who  has  made  a  dif- 
ference in  the  life  of  a  child. 

2)  Sponsor  a  Foster  Care  Breakfast  or  Dinner  recognizing  Foster  Families  at  church. 

3)  Devote  a  Special  Sermon  concerning  Foster  Care. 

4)  Recruit  a  family  interested  in  becoming  Foster  Care  Parents. 

5)  Assign  a  church  representative  to  serve  as  a  Church  Liaison  with  the  GBSC  Adoption 
and  Foster  Care  Ministry. 

6)  Include  stories  and  updates  in  your  church  newsletter  about  members  who  have  been  or 
are:  adoption/foster  parents,  mentors,  respite  care  providers,  or  adopted  themselves. 

7)  Make  information  available  to  your  congregation  and  community  about  fostering,  adop- 
tion, mentoring,  respite  care,  and  other  services. 

8)  Get  your  church  members  licensed  so  that  they  can  become:  "Holiday  Parents"  or 
Respite  Care  Providers  (short-term  relief  for  foster  and/or  adoptive  parents);  take  a  child  to 
church,  take  a  child  on  "one-day"  trips — become  a  "Special  Day  Parent"! 

9)  .  Host  a  one-hour  "Monthly  Orientation  Meeting"  for  prospective  foster  and/or  adoptive 
parents;  or  participate  in  rotating  the  meetings  with  other  area  churches — open  your  doors 
not  only  to  your  members  but  to  your  community  to  discuss  foster  and  adoption  parenting 
options  (we  will  work  with  you  to  provide  you  with  at  least  1  -2  representatives  from  your 
County  Dept.of  Social  Services. 

10)  Send  stewardship  donations  to  GBSC  State  Missions  to  help  support  the  GBSC 
Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry  in  their  recruitment  efforts. 

11)  Send  this  PSA  to  your  local  and/or  community  newspaper,  radio, 
TV/cable  station  and  ask  that  it  be  announced  or  printed. 

Public  Service  Announcement  (PSA) 

You  have  always  been  right  there.  A  person  who  is  loving.  A  person  who 
is  humble.  A  person  who  can  make  a  difference.   A  person  who  can  guide 
a  child  in  God's  way. 

During  the  month  of  May  the  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry  will 
be  observing  National  Foster  Care  Month.  We  are  issuing  a  challenge  to 
churches  all  over  North  Carolina  to  get  involved  and  plan  events  promoting 
foster  care. 

Please  call  for  more  information: 

Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr.,  GBSC,  Executive  Secretary-Treasury  1-800-639-4272 

Rev.  Anthonette  Wright,  GBSC  Adoption  &  Foster  Care  Ministry, 
Dir  /Church  Relations  1-800-842-6950  pin#3279 

Earl  Horton,  GBSC  Adoption  &  Foster  Care  Ministry,  Dir  /Public  Relations 
1-800-842-6950  pin#  3291 

Sherbia  Jones,  GBSC  Adoption&Foster  Care  Ministry,  Western  Region 
Consultant  (828)  256-6073 

Jo-Ellen  Paige,  GBSC  Adoption&Foster  Care  Ministry,  Field  Coor  /Admin 
Asst  1-800-358-0067  pin#5  832 


Steps  to  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 

Call  us!  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry  and  complete  a  REFERRAL  FORM 
(See  contacts  on  left).  We  will  send  your  form  to  the  State  Office  and  contact  your 
County  Office. 

The  North  Carolina  County  Departments  of  Social  Services,  as  well  as  private  agencies, 
can  provide  or  arrange  for  adoption/foster  care  services.  There  are  no  fees  to  adopt  a 
waiting  child  through  any  Department  of  Social  Services  or  licensed  child  placing,  state- 
contracted  agency.  You  will  want  to  ask  about  foster  care  and  adoption  assistance  bene- 
fits and  supports  available.  There  is  no  fee  for  the  required  training  classes  for  Foster, 
Adoption,  Respite  or  Therapeutic  Care. 

Submit  an  Application 

Once  you  have  discussed  with  a  social  worker  (you  can  also  attend  an  in-  formation 
meeting),  the  social  worker  will  have  you  first  complete  an  application  for 
adoption/foster  care.  The  agency  will  ask  about  your  fam  ily  and  the  types  of  children 
that  you  would  like  to  parent. 

Complete  the  Pre-  Placement  Assessment 

You  will  participate  in  a  series  of  family  consultations  with  a  social  worker  to  help  you 
understand  both  the  adoption/foster  care  process  and  your  responsibilities  as  an 
adoptive/foster  parent.  Your  agency  may  require  you  to  take 

special  preparation  and  selection  classes  to  prepare  you  to  become  an  adoptive  parent. 
They  will  provide  you  with  information  and  the  necessary  skills  to  prepare  you  for  a  child 
who  has  experience  losses.  They  also  help  you  assess  your  ability  to  provide  a  home  for 
such  a  child. 

Work  with  your  Social  Worker  to  Find  the  Right  Child 

Once  your  pre-placement  assessmerlt  is  completed  your  social  worker  will  work  with  you 
to  locate  a  child  whose  needs  can  be  met  in  your  family. 

Visit  with  Your  Child 

Once  a  child  has  been  identified  for  you,  a  visiting  plan  is  set  up  so  that  the  child  and 
your  family  can  get  to  know  each  other  before  a  placement  is  made. 

Bring  Your  Child  Home 

All  children,  even  young  children,  will  have  some  adjustment  problems  when  they  join  a 
new  family.  A  child  moving  into  a  new  home  needs  much  patience,  tolerance  and  love. 
Your  social  worker  should  be  there  to  support  you. 

Supervisory  Period 

North  Carolina  law  requires  your  child  to  be  in  your  home  at  least  three  to  six  month 
before  the  adoption  process  can  be  legally  completed.  In  some  instances  the  time  needed 
for  adjustment  and  support  will  be  longer  During  this  time,  your  social  worker  will  visit 
with  you  in  your  home  to  provide  support  and  assistance. 

Legalize  the  Adoption  in  Court 

While  some  adoptive  parents  choose  to  file  their  own  legal  documents,  it  is  recommened 
that  you  use  an  attorney  for  filing  the  legal  proceedings. 

GBSC  Adoption  &  Foster  Care  Ministry 
610  A  Mayweed  Avenue  -  Raleigh,  NC  27603 
Telephone  (919)754-8800  Fax  (919)754-8801 
Dr.  Derethy  Demby-Paige,  Preject  Directer 
Reverend  G.  I.  Allisen,  Committee  Chairperson 
Dr.  John  D.  Fuller,  Sr.,  President 
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fflGHLIGHTS  OF  THE  MINISTER'S  CONFERENCE 


Dr.  Quincy  Scott  (second  from  the  left  in  the  front  row),  Dean  of  the  Chapel  and  member  of  the  Minister's  Conference 
Planning  Committee,  served  Holy  Communion  at  the  close  of  the  conference.  Assisting  him  (from  left  to  right  of  the 
front  row):  Dr.  Rudolph  Tripp,  Dr.  Scott,  Dr.  Linda  Bryan,  Dr.  Trinette  McCray,  Rev.  Rosalind  Polston,  Rev.  Evelyn 
Teasley;  (second  row  from  left  to  right):  Dean  James  Roberson,  Dr.  Mikael  Broadway,  Rev.  Blanzie  Williams,  Dr. 
Alexander  Herring,  Fr.  Harold  Miller,  and  Rev.  Anthonette  Wright. 


"The 
Worshipers 
Tell 
it  AU!" 


Jay  DeVaughn  leads  The  Shaw  University  Choir  in  a  rousing  rendition 
of  "You  Can  Depend  on  Me."  The  choir  is  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
James  Abbington,  Chair  of  the  Department  of  Visual  and  Performing 
Arts,  and  also  a  member  of  the  Minister's  Conference  Planning 
Committee. 


1 


Dr.  Trinette  V.  McCray  of  Milwakee,  Wisconsin  closed  the  conference 
with  a  dynamic  preached  word  on  Wednesday,  March  20th.  Dr. 
McCray  is  past  president  of  American  Baptist  Churches. 
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HIGHLIGHTS  OF  THE  MINISTER'S  CONFERENCE 


Dr.  James  Forbes  of  New  York  City  opens  the  Conference 
on  Monday  evening,  March  1 8th,  and  sets  the  pace  for  a 
great  spiritual  experince.  Dr.  James  Roberson,  Dean  of  the 
Divinity  School,  and  Dr.  David  Forbes  enjoy  the  preaching. 
(Dr.  David  Forbes  is  the  speaker's  brother  and  pastor  of 
Christian  Faith  Baptist  Church  in  Raleigh.) 


Shaw  University  and  The  Divinity  Scht)()l 
wish  to  express  sineere  gratitude  toTlie 
General  FiaplisI  State  Convention  ofCorth 
Carolina  for  its  support  ol"  The  Annual 
Ministers'  Conlercnee.  Without  the  expo- 
siu-e  provided  by  GBSC,  the  eon  Terence 
eould  not  have  experienced  the  lecel  of  suc- 
cess that  it  did.  Thank  You! 
To  God  Be  the  Glory; 
Dr.  T.  O.  Shaw  President 
Dr.  J.  T,  Rohcrson,  .Ir.  Dean 
Dr.  Rudolph  tripp, 
Director  olT'ontinuing  F.ducalion 

"'Strides  to  Excellence'' 
Why  Not  The  Be." 


Evangehst  and  Pastor  Shirley  Casear  enjoys  the  confer- 
ence with  Dean  Robersonand  Dr.  James  Forbes  after 
preaching  an  electrifying  message  during  the  Monday 
late  night  worship  service.  She  is  pator  of  Mount 
Clavary  of  Faith  Church. 


I 

I 


Dr.  Gardner  C.  taylor  (center)  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  is  pictured  with  Dr.  Linda 
Bryan,  Assistant  Dean,  and  Dean  Roberson.  Dr.  Taylor  shared  words  of  his  wis- 
dom, experience  and  premiere  preaching  gift  on  Tuesday  evening,  March  1 9th. 


Reverend  daniel  Lilly  preaches  the  "Distinguished  Alumni  Sermion"  tuesday 
Morning.  Reverend  Lilly  is  a  pastor  of  Mitchell  Baptist  Church  in  Louisburg, 
and  the  National  Alumni  President  of  The  Shaw  University  Divinity  School. 


Sharing  in  fellowship  at  the  Ministers'  Conference:  (from  left  to  right):  Dr.  James 
Roberson,  Jr.,  Dr.  James  Forbes,  Jr.  Dr.  Gardner  C.  taylor.  Dr.  Davis  Forbes,  and  Dr. 
Charles  Bullock. 
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 News  Around  The  Globe  

GOVERNOR  PRESENTS  AWARD  TO  LLOYD  E.  INMAN,  JR. 


4  •■'  ■■  iiMiMiteiAti  i 

Submitted  by  Carol  J.  Smith 
Associate  Editor 

Lloyd  E.  Inman  Jr.  was  awarded 
one  of  the  highest  state  governmental 
achievement  and  recognition  awards 
by  the  State  of  North  Carolina's 
Governor,  Michael  F.  Easley.  Inman 
received  the  Dr.  John  Larkins  Award 
at  a  recent  award  ceremony  in 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  The 
Larkins  Award  is  given  to  a  state 
employee  who  exemplifies  the  pio- 
neering spirit  of  public  service  evi- 
denced by  the  unwavering  commit- 
ment of  Dr.  Larkins  to  strengthen 
human  and  race  relations  in  North 
Carolina.    As  an  employee  of  the 


State  of  North  Carolina,  Dr.  Larkins 
worked  in  a  quiet  but  effective  way  to 
help  change  people's  hearts  toward 
the  poor  and  disadvantaged. 

"Inman  has  probably  done  more 
to  create  a  sense  of  "family"  with  the 
Department  of  Environment  and 
Natural  Resources  than  anyone  else." 
He  has  supported  many  state  employ- 
ees who  were  in  crisis,  through  loss- 
es of  loved  ones,  and  other  personal 
problems.  He  has  shared  in  many- 
joyful  moments  and  has  brought 
about  a  great  sense  of  respect  regard- 
less of  a  person's  race,  color  or  creed. 
He  always  demonstrates  a  commend- 
able sense  of  professionalism,  hard 
work,  and  pride  as  a  state  employee," 
stated  by  the  presenter. 

Inman  was  honored  for  his  com- 
mendable work  for  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  and  his  continued  efforts  to 
address  human  relations  and  steward- 
ship of  our  human  resources.  Among 
other  accomplishments,  Inman  wrote 
the  Department  of  Environment  and 
Natural  Resources'  diversity  state- 
ment, was  the  minority  member  of 
the  executive  board  of  the  Triangle 
Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross. 


As  the  Financial  Development 
Chairman  for  the  local  chapter, 
Inman  was  very  instrumental  in 
organizing  and  collecting  monies 
after  the  September  1 1 ,  200 1  events 
in  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Washington  D.C.  With  Inman's  lead- 
ership, "  4.5  million  dollars  were 
donated  to  the  Liberty  Fund.  Inman 
was  personally  involved  in  working 
several  weekends  at  "Ground  Zero." 

Inman's  supervisor,  William  G. 
Ross,  Jr.  wrote,  "I  thought  about 
Lloyd  E.  Inman  Jr.  and  the  way  he 
reaches  out  to  people  when  I  heard  a 
story  on  the  radio  of  a  hotel  owner  in 
Verona,  Italy.  The  hotel  owner  decid- 
ed to  make  a  5,000-gallon  cappucci- 
no. The  reporter  asked  how  big  it 
was.  The  hotel  owner,  who  knew  lit- 
tle English,  answered,  "Big,  big,  big, 
big!"  The  reporter  asked,  "Who  will 
drink  it?"  The  man  answered,  "The 
people  of  Verona."  The  reporter 
asked,  "Why  did  you  make  the  big 
cappuccino?"  The  owner  answered, 
"I  like  Cappuccino.  Cappuccino  is 
important  to  my  life.  I  make  it  with 
my  heart."  Does  Lloyd  make  a  dif- 
ference  with    his    heart?  The 


Governor's  Office  and  other  state 
officials  worked  very  hard  to  keep 
this  award  winner  from  being  over- 
whelmed by  the  packed  facility 
where  the  ceremony  was  held. 

Inman  is  a  very  well  known  per- 
son throughout  the  state  and  our 
country  for  his  superior  public  speak- 
ing abilities.  He  has  conducted 
workshops  locally  and  nationally. 
Most  recent  he  was  among  the  lectur- 
ers for  the  White  House  Fellows 
Program.  During  the  month  of  June 
of  this  year,  Inman  has  been  selected 
to  give  commencement  speeches  at 
several  high  schools  here  in  North 
Carolina  and  Mississippi.  You  may 
have  seen  Inman  hosting  the  interna- 
tional noted  "Family  Jewels"  televi- 
sion program  on  the  travel  channel. 

Inman  is  a  disciple  at  Christian 
Baptist  Church;  Raleigh,  North 
Carolina  led  by  Pastor  David  C. 
Forbes  Sr. 


Lloyd  E.  Inman  Jr, 


NORTH  CAROLINA  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  ISSUES  ALERT  TO 


FAITH  COMMUNITIES 


Sumbitted  By  Carol  Smith 

By  George  Reed 

The  North  Carolina  Council  of 
Churches  is  urging  the  slate's  fault 
comununities  to  be  on  alert  for  efforts 
to  enlist  religious  groups  in  support- 
ing campaigns  backed  by  for-profit 
corporations  which  do  not  clearly 
disclose  their  involvement. 

In  two  recent  cases,  religious 
leaders  have  been  approached  for 
their  support  of  efforts  funded  by 
pharmaceutical  companies  but  which 
were  portrayed  solely  as  campaigns 
on  behalf  of  the  state's  consumers 


and  of  physician's  rights.  Ore  group, 
the  Consumer  Alliance,  has  urged 
members  of  faith  communities  to 
lobby  state  leaders  for  the  right  of 
physicians  to  prescribe  medications 
as  they  see  fit.  The  other.  Medicare 
Aware  Coalition  rallied  support  for 
the  state's  patients  with  kidney  dis- 
ease and  specifically  for  continued 
Medicare  payment  for  Zemplar,  a 
drug  used  by  some  on  dialysis. 
Neither  acknowledged  the  involve- 
ment of  pharmaceutical  manufactur- 
ers in  their  work. 

And,  according  to  an  article  in 
today's  News  &  Observer,  such 


efforts  are  drawing  increased  scrutiny 
and  criticism  statewide  as  for-profit 
companies  with  a  huge  financial 
interest  in  these  campaigns  give  the 
outward  appearance  of  being  grass- 
roots consumer  advocacy  groups. 

As  Joseph  C.  Brown  Sr.,  presi- 
dent of  the  North  Carolina  Council  of 
Churches,  said  in  the  article,  "it  can't 
be  self-serving.  It  has  to  be  genuine. 
I'm  not  saying  that  this  group's  con- 
cerns aren't  genuine.  Hut  1  do  feel 
that  there  needs  to  be  some  concerted 
grassroots  efforts  from  churches  and 
community-based  groups." 

Council    Executive  Director 


George  Reed  echoed  those  senti- 
ments stressing  that  the  Council  was 
not  anti-pharmaceutical  in  its  con- 
cerns and  that  the  issues  raised  by  the 
campaigns  may  have  merit.  Reed 
said  the  issue  is  that  the  groups  have 
not  been  forthcoming  about  whom 
they  represent. 

"We  do  not  want  to  discourage 
people  of  faith  from  being  actively 
involved  in  public  policy  debates 
regarding  health  care.  More  than  one 
in  eight  people  in  North  Carolina  are 
without  private  or  public  health 

Church  Alert  Continued  on  Page  23 
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AND  THE  PAIGES  GO  ON 


The  Paige  Highlight 
By 

Earl  Horton 

Director  of  Public  Relations 
GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry 

This  month  our  first  Paige 
Highlight  feature  will  be  the 
Reverend  Otis  Byrd,  Pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church-  Holly  Springs  and 
Mrs.  Ceresh  Lee,  foster  parent  and 
church  member. 

Reverend  Byrd  was  an  adoptee  at 
a  young  age.  He  shares  his  experi- 
ences and  values  that  led  him  to 
become  a  servant  for  our  Lord.  Mrs. 
Lee  has  been  involved  in  the  lives  of 
young  and  teenage  children  for  over 
20  years.  These  two  wonderful  indi- 
viduals granted  an  interview  to  shed 
light  on  the  child  welfare  system  and 
the  impact  both  have  received  and 
given. 

The  Reverend  Otis  Byrd 

EH:  What  special  interest  do  you 
have  with  Adoption  and  Foster 
Care? 

OB:  "/  have  a  great  deal  of  interest 
with  Adoption  and  Foster  Care.  I  was 
an  adoptee  myself  personally.  Some 
of  the  benefits  of  having  a  loving  and 
caring  home  can  certainly  be  very 
productive  for  children. " 

EH:  What  experience  did  you 
encounter? 


OB:  "  /  had  both  parents  in  a 
home,  both  worked  and  were  able  to 
give  him  undivided  attention.  I  did 
not  have  any  siblings  growing  up.  I 
was  the  sole  person  in  the  house  to 
reap  the  benefits.  There  was  not  a 
case  where  I  felt  they  gave  me  more 
than  what  I  should  have  gotten.  It 
wasn't  a  spoiling  type  of  environ- 
ment. It  was  nurturing  and  positive 
experience.  It  gave  me  some  insight 
on  work.  I  felt  loved  and  cared  for 
The  entire  family  embraced  me.  I  did 
not  feel  like  someone  just  dropped  in. 
The  religious  training  and  back- 
ground I  received  at  home  catapulted 
to  where  I  am  now.  " 

EH:  "What  role  do  you  think  the 
faith  community  should  play  with 
the  children  and  families? 

OB:  "/  think  the  church  should 
play  a  strong  and  vital  role. 
Especially,  the  numbers  has 
increased  as  far  as  children  in  need 
of  families.  I  think  a  church  is  one 
institution  where  there's  an  abun- 
dance of  people  to  get  the  message 
out  to  them.  The  church  does 
embrace  family  and  does  teach  the 
connecting  to  family.  So  you  want 
family  values  and  you  want  those 
things  instilled  into  your  adoptive  or 
foster  families.  They  need  those 
moral  principals  instilled  in  them.  If 
they  were  connected  in  church  or 
faith  community  certainly  you  would 
see  people  who  are  upstandardly  and 
morally  sound  in  their  judgment.  " 

EH:  Do  you  believe  that  African- 
American  children  are  the  majori- 
ty in  the  state  child  welfare  system? 

OB:  "Yes.  I  worked  with  foster  chil- 
dren with  an  agency  by  the  name  of 
Lutheran  Family  services  in 
Charlotte.  Dealt  with  a  mass  number 
of  minority  children.  " 

EH:  Do  you  have  any  adoptive  or 


foster  parents  in  your  congrega- 
tion? 

OB:  "Yes.  I  have  one  who  has  been 
a  foster  parent  for  over  20  years.  She 
had  10-12  children  in  care.  Some  has 
been  baptized;  some  have  become 
members,  and  productive  citizens.  " 

EH:  What  has  the  church  done  to 
help  foster  children  adjust? 

OB:  "We  have  embraced  the  children 
to  make  them  feel  comfortable  to  the 
church  family.  Whatever  assistance 
the  church  can  do  to  provide  support 
for  the  children  we  do.  As  pastor  he 
has  talked  to  them  concerning  their 
needs,  try  to  be  part  of  their  lives, 
and  work  with  them  one-on-one.  " 

EH:  Do  you  feel  African- 
Americans  in  the  faith  community 
are  misinformed  about  adoption 
and  foster  care? 

OB:  "/  believe  that  the  people  are 
misinformed  and  some  are  just  not 
aware  yet.  I  think  that  the  word  has 
to  get  out.  It  is  an  ongoing  problem.  I 
think  we  have  to  become  more  vocal 
about  the  need  of  adoption.  We  need 
to  know  what  classes  are  needed. 
What  does  it  take  for  a  person  to 
become  an  adoptive  or  foster  parent? 
I  think  people  would  love  to  bring  a 
child  home.  People  feel  they  don't 
have  adequate  facility  and  not  know- 
ing what  they  need  to  have  makes 
them  feel  at  a  loss  as  a  result  of  it. 
The  message  itself  needs  to  get  out 
and  the  more  we  can  do  that  we  can 
find  people  willing  to  become  adop- 
tive and  foster  parents  for  these  chil- 
dren. " 


Cerish  Lee 

OH:  What  has  been  your  experi- 
ence with  adoptive  and  foster  care? 


CL.-  "/  have  dealt  mostly  with 
teenagers.  They  had  problems  when 
they  came  in  and from  her  experience 
she  has  learned  to  listen,  be  very  sup- 
portive, and  patient.  Patience  is  num- 
ber one.  " 

EH:  What  role  has  the  church 
played  in  your  family  lives? 

CL:  "The  church  has  been  very  sup- 
portive. I  bring  my  children  to 
church.  I  tell  them  about  God.  They 
are  involved  in  the  choir,  ushering, 
and  come  to  church  to  hear  the 
word.  " 

EH:  Has  Wake  County  been  very 
supportive  during  the  process? 

CL:  ''They  have  been  very  support- 
ive in  meeting  the  needs  of  the  chil- 
dren. They  are  very  supportive  of  the 
children.  When  I  have  problems  I 
call  and  Wake  County  returns  my 
call.  They  know  that  I  do  not  call 
unless  I  need  something.  " 

EH:  Does  the  church  have  an 
adoptive  and  foster  care  support 
group? 

CL:  'Wo.  Not  enough  people  know 
about  the  role  of  the  adoptive  and 
foster  care  parent.  The  church  has 
been  supportive  by  sending  one  to 
camp.  She  can  depend  on  Reverend 
Byrd.  He  has  been  able  to  lead  them 
in  the  right  way.  " 


Cerish  Lee:  People  are  misinformed. 
We  are  going  to  start  a  speakers' 
bureau  with  other  foster  parents 
through  Wake  County  and  get  the 
word  out  to  the  congregations  that 
they  are  needed.  There  are  a  very 
selected  few  and  takes  a  very  special 
person  to  become  a  foster  care  par- 
ent. I  think  that  it  is  a  fear  for  parents 
thinking  that  they  cannot  do  it. 
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Election  News 


IMPORTANT  ELECTION  NEWS! 

2002  Mid- Year  Session  Pre- Election  Workshop 
May  8,  2002  -  9AM 
Emanuel  Baptist  Ctiurch 

1075  Stialimar  Drive 
Winston-Salem,  NC  27104 

336-788-7023 
Dr>John  Mendez,  Pastor 

All  Moderators,  Pastors,  Officers  &  Members  of  the 
GBSC,  Inc.!  Please  plan  to  join  us  for  the  "Pre- 
Election  Workshop,"  May  8,  2002,  9AM-11:30  AM,  at 
the  beginning  of  our  Mid- Year  Session.  This  work- 
shop will  explain  in  detail  the  GBSC  election  proce- 
dure for  AUXILIARY  ELECITONS:  (July  15  -20, 
2002),  during  the  Trinity  Annual  Sessions,  to  convene 
with,  Martin  Street  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  NC,  Dr. 
Charles  Bullock,  Pastor)  and  PARENT  BODY  ELEC- 
TION: (  October  30,  2002,  during  the  Annual  Session, 
to  convene  with,  Mt.  Olive  Baptist  Church, 
Fayetteville,  NC,  Rev.  Carl  Brinkley  Pastor). 

The  Nominating  Committee,  Rev.  Frederick  Bass 
Chairperson;  Registration  Committee,  Rev.  Charles 
Walton,  Chairperson  and  the  Election  Committee, 
Rev.  Reginald  Wells,  Chairperson,  will  direct  the 
Workshop. 

BRING  YOUR  ELECTION  QUESTIONS  AND  CONCERNS! 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Gloria 
Gerald  Seeks  Your 
Support  in  Her 
Candidacy  for  GBSC' 
Office  of  Recording 
Secretary 


By  Calvin  Runnels 

Pastor,  First  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 

Winston-Salem 

Dr.  Gloria  Gerald,  pastor  of 
Grace  Baptist  Church  in  Winston- 
Salem,  is  a  candidate  for  the  office  of 
Recording  Secretary  and  is  asking 
for  your  support. 

Dr.  Gerald  is  well  qualified  for 
the  position.  She  has  excellent  listen- 
ing and  language  arts  skills,. and  has 
served  as  recording  secretary  in  min- 
isterial alliances  and  theology  fel- 
lowships and  on  mayor's  task  forces. 
She  is  also  copy  righted — Doctor  of 
Ministry  degree's  practice  in  min- 
istry— and  published  in  a  book  of 
homilies,  Dr.  Henry  Mitchell,  editor, 
Judson  Press,  publisher. 

She  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Convention:  attends  sessions,  con- 
tributes financially,  serves  on  the 
Program  and  Evangelism 
Committees  and  contributes  articles 
to  the  Informer.  She  has  also  taught 
church  leadership  classes  at  the  All 
Baptist  Assembly. 

Some  of  Dr.  Gerald's  other  reli- 
gious and  civic  affiliations  include 
the  Ministers'  Conference  of 
Winston-Salem  and  Vicinity  where 
she  served  as  program  chairperson; 
Baptist  Ministers'  Conference  of 
Winston-Salem;  Rowan  Association, 
Interfaith  Council;  Urban  League 
Youth  Board  and  founder  of 
Winston-Salem's  Promise  to 
Children  and  Youth.  Dr.  Gerald 
received  her  Doctor  of  Ministry 
degree  from  the  Samuel  Dewit 


Rev.  Gloria  Gerald 

Proctor  School  of  Theology  Virginia 
Union  University  (formerly  School 
of  Theology  Virginia  Union 
University— STVU—);  Master  of 
Divinity  Degree  from  STVU; 
Certificate  in  Clinical  Pastoral 
Education  from  North  Carolina 
Baptist  Hospital  Department  of 
Chaplaincy  and  Pastoral  Education; 
and  attended  Yale  Divinity  School 
for  Christian  Education  and  the  State 
University  of  New  York,  College  at 
Brockport  for  Counseling  and 
Student  Personnel. 

A  vote  for  Dr.  Gerald  to  be  the 
Convention's  next  Recording 
Secretary  is  a  vote  for  committed 
service,  professionalism,  and  team- 
work and  for  a  servant  who  strives  to 
be  a  sign  of  God's  presence  in  the 
world  God  so  loves. 
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Church  Protocol  Cant.  From  p.  13 

and  the  Lord's  Supper.  Baptism  pro- 
ceeds the  Lord's  Supper. 
TRAIN  THE  CHILDREN 
Parents  must  teach  their  children 
that,  just  as  in  school,  there  are  times 
for  breaks  and  recess.  (Deuteronomy 
6:1-9) 

PAGERS  AND  CELL  PHONES 

Pager  and  cell  phones  should  be  cut 

off  during  worship  services. 

SEVEN    STATEMENTS  THAT 

KILLS  CHURCH  GROWTH 

We've  never  done  it  that  way  before. 

We  are  not  ready  for  that. 

We  are  doing  all  right  without  that. 

We  have  already  tried  that. 

It  costs  too  much. 

That  is  not  our  responsibility 

I  cannot  see  how  that  is  going  to 

work 

FUNERAL  SERVICE 

With  music  and  message  combined, 
the  funeral  service  should  not  last 
more  that  one  hour. 
CHURCH  TIME  WASTERS 
Not  having  a  plan;  lacking  direction 
Failing  to  set  priorities;  trapped  by 
indecision 
Inability  to  say  no 

Attempting  to  take  on  more  tasks 
than  you  can  possibly  handle 
Failure  to  delegate 
OTHER  AREA  CHRISTIAN  EDU- 
CA  TION  IS  NEEDED 
Visiting  the  sick  and  the  shut  in 
Consoling  the  bereaved  family 
Comforting  those  in  the  hospital  and 
family  members 


Taking  Control  Continued  From  Page  9 

pared  to  whites. 

There  are  a  number  of  educational  resources  avail- 
able on  diabetes.  For  example,  at  the  state  level  you  may 
contact  the  Diabetes  Prevention  and  Control  Program 
(919-  715-0112  or  www.ncdiabetes.org  ),  at  the  national 
level,  the  National  Diabetes  Education  Program  (800- 
438-5383  or  http://ndep.nih.gov  )  and  the  American 
Diabetes  Association  (800-DIABETES  OR  800-342- 
2383).  Dr.  James  Gavin  III.,  M.D.,  Ph.D.,  and  external 
reviewer  of  the  GBSC  American  Program  of  the 
American  Diabetes  Association. 

Of  course,  do  not  forget  about  local  lealth  care  providers 
such  as  local  health  departments,  hospitals,  and  neigh- 
borhood health  centers.  The  Convention's  Office  of 
Health  and  Human  Services  will  also  be  happy  to  assist 
you  in  locating  diabetes  information  and  resources. 

The  above  summary  is  for  general  information.  Please 
contact  your  local  physician  concerning  your  health  and 
the  actions  you  should  take. 
Signs  and  Symptoms  of  Type  2  Diabetes 

•  Increased  thirst 

•  Increased  Hunger 

•  Fatigue 

■  Increased  urination,  especially  at 
night 

•  Weight  loss 

•  Blurred  vision 

•  Sores  that  do  not  heal 

Many  people  have  no  signs  or  sympoms.  Symptoms  can 
also  be  so  mild  that  you  might  not  even  notice  them.  Of 
the  estimated  17  million  people  with  diabetes  in  the 
U.S.,  about  5.9  million  are  undiagnosed. 


The  above  summary  is  for  general  information.  Please 
contact  your  local  physician  concerning  your  health  and 
the  actions  you  should  take. 


not  distressed;  we  are  perplexed,  but  not  in  despair;  9 
Persecuted,  but  not  forsaken;  cast  down,  but  not 
destroyed;  10  Always  bearing  about  in  the  body  the  dying 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  that  the  life  also  of  Jesus  might  be  made 
manifest  in  our  body.  1 1  For  we  which  live  are  always 
delivered  unto  death  for  Jesus'  sake,  that  the  life  also  of 
Jesus  might  be  made  manifest  in  our  mortal  flesh.  12  So 
then  death  worketh  in  us,  but  life  in  you.  13  We  having  the 
same  spirit  of  faith,  according  as  it  is  written,  I  believed, 
and  therefore  have  I  spoken;  we  also  believe,  and  therefore 
speak;  14  Knowing  that  he  which  raised  up  the  Lord  Jesus 
shall  raise  up  us  also  by  Jesus,  and  shall  present  us  with 
you.  1 5  For  all  things  are  for  your  sakes,  that  the  abundant 
grace  might  through  the  thanksgiving  of  many  redound  to 
the  glory  of  God.  16  For  which  cause  we  faint  not;  but 
though  our  outward  man  perish,  yet  the  inward  man  is 
renewed  day  by  day. 

17  For  our  light  affliction,  which  is  but  for  a  moment, 
worketh  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight 
of  glory;  18  While  we  look  not  at  the  things  which  are  seen, 
but  at  the  things  which  are  not  seen:  for  the  things  which 
are  seen  are  temporal;  but  the  things  which  are  not  seen  are 
eternal.  (KJV) 

PRAY  FOR  THE  GBSC,  INC. 
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Q  &  A  Cont.  From  Page  3 

with  the  right  of  remarriage  in  certain 
circumstances.  Had  Bishop  E.  L. 
Crammer's  propoals  for  a  revised 
cannon  law  ever  reached  the  statute 
book,  they  would  have  included  pro- 
vision of  divorce  adultery,  malicious 
desertion,  prolonged  absence  without 
news  attempts  against  the  partners 
life  and  cruelty. 

How  we  appropriate  biblical  text  for 
good  or  for  ill,  will  sometimes  be 
influenced  by  our  own  circumstances 
or  experiences  Fm  not  always  quick 
to  appeal  to  the  letter  of  the  word.  I 
have  too  many  wholes  in  my  own 
life.  So  I'm  somewhat  Pauline  in  this 
regard,  because  as  he  says  in  2 
Corinthians  3:5,  6: 

"Not  that  we  are  sufficient  of  ourselves  to 
think  any  thing  as  of  ourselves;  but  our  suffi- 
ciency is  of  God.  Who  also  hath  made  you 
able  ministers  of  the  New  Testament  not  of 
the  letter,  but  of  the  spirit:  for  the  letter  kil- 
leth,  but  the  spirit  giveth  life  " 

When  the  Pharisees  brought  to 
Jesus  the  women  caught  in  adultery, 
they  appealed  to  the  letter  of  the  law. 
On  her  behalf;  Jesus  appeals  to  the 
spirit  and  does  not  condemn  her. 

However  you  choose  to  appropri- 
ate scripture,  be  truly  Christian,  what- 
ever you  do.  Do  not  appropriate  it  at 
other  peoples  expense  to  label,  stig- 
matize or  dehumanize  them  as 
beneath  you  and  less  than  you, 
because  life  has  not  been  kind  to 
them  Or,  perhaps  their  lives  have  fall- 
en outside  the  lines  of  what  you 
believe  is  biblical  normalcy.  God  did 
not  make  people  robotic;  be  made 
them  rational,  and  capable  of  reason- 
ing, and  spiritual. 

"Come  now,  and  let  us  reason  together, 
saith  the  Lord:  though  your  sins  be  as  scar- 
let they  shall  be  as  white  as  mow;  thought  y 
be  red  like  crimson,  thy  shall  be  as 
wool" 

(Isaiah  1:18  KJV). 
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VP.  's  News  Continued  From  Page  5 

forting  because  they  experience  grief  People  still  need  guidance  because  they  get  confiised.  People  still  need  com- 
passion and  companionship  because  they  get  lonely.  People  still  need  forgiveness  and  a  Savior  because  they  (or 
should  I  say  we  all)  sin.  People  still  need  hope  because  at  some  point  we  all  die. 
Some  things  do  not  change! 

God's  grace,  mercy,  and  love  do  not  change.  In  Christ,  God's  image  is  not  stained.  In  Christ,  God's  power  is  not 
weak.  God  is  immutable.  In  darkness,  God  is  light  ...  in  chaos,  God  is  truth  ...  in  weakness,  God  is  strength  ...  in 
death,  God  is  eternal  life!  Some  things  do  change.  God  does  not!  God's' purpose,  power,  presence,  and  provision  do 
not  change.  As  Disciples  of  Christ  seeking  to  reach  the  masses,  our  methods  may  change,  but  the  message  is  still  the 
same:  REACH  THE  MASSES! 

Are  we  helping  to  reach  the  masses?  The  Central  Children's  Home  in  Oxford  is  waiting  to  hear  from  us.  Some 
things  do  not  change:  the  home  needs  our  support  and  prayers.  Some  things  do  change:  the  close  of  living  and  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  home  increase  each  day.  Some  things  do  not  change:  the  people  of  God  in  the  General  Baptist 
family  will  rise  up  to  meet  every  challenge,  every  lion's  den,  every  Red  Sea,  every  flaming  furnace,  every  wall,  every 
stronghold  that  attempts  to  thwart  the  mission  and  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Children  at  the  Central  Children's  Home  are  waiting  to  see  and  hear  from  us.  Help  us  by  setting  aside  Sunday, 
May  26th  as  Central  Children's  Home  Family  &  Friends  Day.  Send  your  prayers,  offerings,  care  products,  volunteers, 
etc.,  to  the  home.  If  you  need  fiirther  information,  please  contact  me: 

(Church)  704-637-0954; 
(Fax)  704-637-1137 


that  are  looking  for  events  to  attend  will  definitely  read 
this  section,  it  will  be  very  advantageous  to  you  to  adver- 
tise your  event  here. 

CHURCH  NEWS 

In  June,  the  Baptist  Informer  will  begin  to  report 
news  that  is  happening  in  member  churches.  Please  sub- 
mit newsworthy  information  that  is  happening  in  your 
church  that  you  feel  other  GBSC  members  would  benefit 
from  knowing.  For  example:  Greater  St.  Paul  Missionary 
Baptist  Church  in  Durham  now  has  a  Community 
Development  Corporation  that  is  planning  to  do  some 
great  things  in  the  Durham  community. 
There  are  churches  with  prison,  youth  or  women  min- 
istries that  have  made  great  strides.  Share  your  stories.  I 
truly  believe  others  want  to  know  about  these  things  and 
these  stories  will  be  an  inspiration  to  others.  And  readers 
love  pictures,  so  send  those  in  as  well.  Just  make  sure  you 
identify  the  people  and  what  they  are  doing  in  picture. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Have  you  renewed  your  subscription?  Please  do  so  by 
June  so  that  your  subscription  is  not  closed.  If  you  renew 
before  the  end  of  June,  the  cost  is  $10.00  per  year.  The 
subscription  rate  will  increase  to  $20.00  per  year  in 
September. 
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REMINDERS  Cont.  from  Page  4 

pay  the  same  fees  as  given  for  the 
wives.  (See  Form) 

5.  The  Leadership  Training 
Conference  will  convene  the  week  of 
June  3-7,  2002  at  the  Baptist 
Assembly,  Laurel  Hill.  The  fee  is 
$120.00  per  person.  Please  send  to 
the  office  for  forms  and  return  by 
May  12,  2002. 

6.  The  Youth  Bible  Camp  will  be 
held  June  9-14,  2002  (Week  1);  June 
16-21,  2002  (Week  2);  June  23-28, 
2002  (Week  3).  The  fee  for  the  regu- 
lar camper  is  $160.00  and  for  the  day 
camper  is  $  100.00.  Campers  are 
received  on  a  first-come  basis.  The 
fee  or  a  non-refundable  deposit  of 
$10.00  must  be  sent  along  with  the 
completed  registration  form,  health 
form,  and  parental  or  guardian  state- 
ment form.  Please  contact  the  office 
for  forms. 

7.  Self-Denial  Envelopes  can  be 

secured  from  the  office.  Funds 
should  be  sent  to  the  office  prior  to 
this  year's  Annual  Session  (See 
notice  included.). 

8.  The  118th  Annual  Session  Pre- 
Convention  Banquet  Tickets  may 

be  secured  from  the  office  now. 
Tickets  in  advance  are  $30.00  and  at 
the  door,  $31.00.   Please  send  your 


To  God  be  th  glory  for  our  Annual 
State- Wide  Leaders'  Workshop  last 
month  and  thanks  to  each  of  you  who 
partook  in  some  way  or  another! 
Some  of  your  verbal  evaluations 
indicate  that  the  ministry  was  effec- 
tive. 


ticket  request  along  with  funds  to  the 
office. 

9.  Housing  Reservation  Forms  for 
the  118th  Annual  Session  are  now 

available  from  the  office.  Please 
complete  the  form  and  send  it  direct- 
ly to  the  host  hotel,  Adam's  Mark, 
Winston-Salem.  The  Annual  Session 
Assembly  will  meet  July  29-August 
1,  2002  at  the  Benton  Convention 
Center,  Winston-Salem. 

10.  The  Young  Adult  Retreat  will 
meet  at  St.  Paul  Baptist  Church, 
Charlotte,  Dr.  Gregory  Moss,  pastor. 
May  3 1 -June  1,  2002.  Please  secure  a 
form  from  the  office  and  return  by  the 
given  date.  (See  form) 

11.  Our  budget  for  fiscal  year  2001- 
2002  is  $801,357.00  in  terms  of 
$33,500.00  -Shaw  Divinity  School; 
$49,500.00  -  Shaw  University; 
$80,200.00  -  Foreign  Missions; 
$36,500.00  -  Central  Children's 
Home;  $561,157.00  -  State  Missions; 
$40,500.00  -  Baptist  Assembly. 
Please  send  contributions  for  the 
Woman's  Convention  made  payable 
to  the  Woman's  Baptist  State 
Convention  or  Woman's  Baptist 
Home  and  Foreign  Missionary 
Convention.  Please  mail  contribu- 
tions and  correspondence  to: 

P.  O.  Box  1818,  Raleigh,  NC  27602. 


The  Bookstore  Cont.  From  page  8 

would  like  to  have  a  Satellite 
Bookstore  please  contact  Dr.  Jimmie 
Whitehurst  Executive  Manager 
General  Baptist  Bookstore,  603 
Wilmington  Street,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
800-639-GBSC;  919-839-2211 
Monday-Friday9a.m-5p.m.  We 
nowaccept  credit  cards. 
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place  and  work  together  with  others. 
God  chose  us  in  Christ  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world.  He  made  us 
one  that  we  might  grow  up  in  the  full- 
ness of  Christ.  There  is  one  Lord  one 
Christ  and  one  baptism. 
Christ  functions  in  the  world  through 
the  church.  Christ  the  head  of  the 
church  is  as  the  head  directs  the  body. 
The  church  is  the  bride  of  Christ  and 
she  is  to  be  faithful  to  Him.  Every 
member  of  the  church  whether  great 
or  small  has  an  important  role  in  the 
church.  If  a  member  knows  the  Lord, 
he  is  able  to  work  in  the  church. 
There  are  no  big  You's  and  I's. 

Work  while  it  is  day.  You  must 
give  an  account  of  all  that  you  do. 

Skills  Continued  from  page? 
Assembly  in  Laurel  Hill,  North 
Carolina. 

We  are  entering  into  a  busy 
son  of  the  year  for  the  Laymen's 
League.  It  is  time  to  start  making 
plans  to  attend  our  next  Study 
Commission  Meeting.  This  meeting 
will  be  held  June  8,  2002  at  the 
Genesis     Baptist     Church  in 
Greensboro,  North  Carolina.  The 
Executive  Committee  Meeting  will 
start  at  9:00  AM  and  the  regular  ses- 
sion will  start  at  10:00  AM.  This  will 
be  the  first  time  the  Layment  have 

Church  Alert  Cont.  From  Page  18 

insurance  and  therefore  are  unable  to 
get  basic  health  care  services  when 
they  need  them.  That  is  uncon- 
scionable and  people  of  faith  need  to 
be  active  on  their  behalf,"  Reed  said. 

"But  we  also  need  to  know  who 
our  sources  of  information  are  and 
whose  positions  and  agendas  we  are 
promoting." 

Reed  points  out  that  church 
groups  might  well  choose  to  support 
the  drug  company's  position,  but  that 
they  should  keep  in  mind  that  the 
issues  are  more  complicated  than 
they  might  appear.  Allowing  doctors 
to  prescribe  the  newest  and  most 
expensive  drugs  at  will,  for  instance, 
could  contribute  to  soaring  insurance 
costs  and,  in  turn,  lead  to  reductions 
in  coverage  for  some. 

In  evaluating  requests  for  sup- 


Every  member  needs  what  makes  up 
a  fiall  body.  Little  people  can  do 
great  things  if  you  train  them.  The 
Lord  can  take  a  little  and  make  a  lot. 
Some  churches  have  cliques.  If  you 
hinder  God's  children,  you  are  hin- 
dering the  work  of  the  Lord.  The 
Lord  knows  who  is  right  and  who  is 
wrong.  The  battle  is  not  yours  —  it's 
the  Lord's.  The  Lord  can  change 
strong  hearts.  Some  may  say  "I  can't 
rule,  I  won't  work".  You  may  as  well 
enjoy  yourself  because  you  are  going 
to  hell  because  you  have  never  done 
anything. 

Reverend  Robinson  gave  the 
Benediction. 


had  a  session  in  the  Greensboro  area 
in  a  few  years,  so  let  us  attend  in 
large  numbers. 

During  the  month  of  July  we 
have  two  major  events.  The  Laymen 
and  Boys  Summer  Retreat  will  be 
held  at  the  J.J.  Johnson  Baptist 
Assembly  July  10-11  and  July  12-13, 
2002.  The  Laymen  Annual  Session 
will  be  held  July  15-16,  2002  at  the 
Martin  Street  Baptist  Church  in 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  Please  put 
these  dates  on  your  calendar  and  try 
to  attend  all  the  events. 


port,  faith  groups  should  consider 
several  factors  including: 

•  Do  they  recognize  the  name  of 
the  group?  Don't  be  drawn  in  by  con- 
sumer-friendly sounding  names  if 
the  organization  is  unfamiliar. 

•  Does  the  campaign  seem  more 
corporate  than  grassroots?  Phone 
banks  and  multiple  faxes  are  outside 
of  the  budget  of  many  local  non- 
profits. 

•  Does  the  group  advocate  a  partic- 
ularly narrow  position?  An  organiza- 
tion advocating  for  across-the-board 
Medicare  protections  probably  won't 
promote  a  specific  drug  therapy. 

Faith  groups  with  questions 
about  a  request  can  contact  the  North 
Carolina  Council  of  Churches  for 
additional  information  at  919-828- 
6501  or  nccofc@nccouncilofchurch- 
es.org. 

MUSICIAN  NEEDED 
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News 

Don't  Get  Hung  Up  on  Prepaid  Local  Phone  Service 


By  Attorney  General  Roy  Cooper 

Most  of  us  view  local  telephone 
service  as  a  necessity,  not  a  luxury. 
So  why  are  some  consumers  being 
suckered  in  to  paying  extravagant 
prices  for  something  that  is  actually 
affordable? 

We  all  know  how  quickly  bills 
can  pile  up.  Imagine  this  scenario: 
you  miss  a  couple  of  payments  on 
your  local  phone  bill  and  the  phone 
company  cuts  off  your  service. 

That  is  when  prepaid  local  phone 
service  providers'  swoop  in.  These 
companies,  such  as  Comm  South.  EZ 
Tel,  and  Smoke  Signal,  charges  about 
$50  a  month  just  to  provide  you  with 
a  dial  tone.  The  same  service  from 


your  local  phone  company  would 
cost  you  about  $20  a  month. 

It  is  almost  always  better  to  settle 
up  with  your  local  phone  company 
than  to  use  prepaid  local  phone  serv- 
ices. They  are  in  the  business  of  buy- 
ing service  from  that  same  local 
Phone  Company  and  reselling  it  at 
inflated  prices  to  consumers  whom 
have  fallen  behind  in  their  local 
phone  service  payments. 

The  Consumer  Protection 
Division  of  the  Attorney  General's 
office  asked  the  state  Utilities 
Commission  to  change  a  rule  in  a 
way  to  better  protect  consumers,  and 
since  that  rule  change  local  phone 
companies  can  no  longer  cut  off  your 
local  service  if  you  owe  money  for 
long  distance  charges.  That  means  if 
you've  lost  your  dial  tone,  you  can 


get  it  back  by  paying  off  only  your 
local  bill  (not  any  long  distance 
charges  you  may  owe)  and  a  deposit. 

So  digging  yourself  out  of  debt 
may  not  be  as  difficult  as  you  think. 
Local  phone  companies  typically  cut 
off  your  local  phone  service  after 
only  a  month  or  two  if  you  don't  pay. 
To  get  your  local  phone  service  back, 
you  must  pay  off  any  unpaid  local 
phone  bills.  You  may  also  be  asked  to 
pay  a  deposit  of  as  much  as  two- 
months'  service.  This  deposit  is 
refundable  and  earns  interest  at  8%  a 
year. 

When  you  add  it  up,  getting  back 
your  local  service,  from  your  old 
phone  company  is  probably  a  better 
buy  than  prepaid  local  phone  service. 
Think  twice  before  you  drop  $50  a 
month  for  prepaid  local  phone  serv- 


ice. Drop  a  quarter  in  a  pay  phone 
instead  and  call  the  Consumer 
Protection  Division  of  the  Attorney 
General's  office  at  (919)  716-6000. 

Attorney  General  Roy  Cooper 
and  his  staff  want  consumers  to  know 
that  they  have  choices  when  it  comes 
to  getting  local  phone  service.  We  are 
here  to  be  of  service  when  you  need 
us,  but  through  consumer  education 
efforts  like  these  columns  we  hope  to 
help  consumers  avoid  problems  from 
the  start. 

Note  to  editors:  This  is  one  in  a  series  of 
columns  that  the  Attorney  General  is  distribut- 
ing to  educate  consumers.  If  you  have  ques- 
tions or  would  lilce  to  receive  future  columns  via 
email  instead  of  U.S.  mail,  please  contact 
Catherine  Nickalson  at  (919)  716-6409  or 
cnick@mail.ju$.state.nc.us 


Slisw  |ltiivfr$ity 
Hivffifly 


has:  ii  *Ji^  ■  i.jij  I  j  ;V  11  .>.„. 


THE  NEHEMIAH  PRAYER  CHAIN 

Of  the 

Woman's  Baptist  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Convention 
Of  North  Carolina,  Auxiliary  to  G.B.S.  C,  Inc. 
initiated  at  the  Leadership  Training  Conference 
Baptist  Assembly,  June  10,1999 

2  Chronicles  7:14 

'fEvery  time  I feeC the  Spirit,  l'IT<Pray" 


Anson 
Brunswick 
Columbus 
Cumberland 


Participating  Counties 

Durham  Jones  Scotland 

Hertford  Mecklenburg  Stanley 

Hoke  Onslow  Union 

Iredell  Orange  Vance 


Each  county  should  have  prayer  waniors  committed  to  the  chain  that  pray  every  time 
the  Spirit  says  pray  for  our  families,  Woman's  Convention,  churches  and  our  youth. 

Designated  times  to  pray: 

Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday  at  12  Noon  and  any  other  time  that  the  Spirit  says  so. 

Scriptures 

Jlcu  12:S  'EpHesians  6:18  James  S:  16 

James  4:21  John  3:22  Jolin  14:13-14 

1  John  5:14-15         Lu^e  18:1  Acts  1:14;  2:1-4,41-42 

The  Prayer  Warriors  Chain  encourages  any  persons  who  desire 
to  liecome  a  link  in  the  chain  to  do  so  anytime  you  care  to. 
We  all  need  to  stay  prayed  up! 
Jesus  might  come  anytime! 

IMrs.  Robbie  Diggs,  Chairperson 
Mrs.  Colene  Stanley,  Co-Chairperaon 
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CENTRAL  CHILDREN'S  HOME  DAV 


FEATURING:  HILLSIDE  MARCHING  BAND  & 
-  OTHERS 


Parade:  10:00  A.AA.  -  Downtown  Oxford 

Campus  Activities:  12:00  P.AA.  -  Central  Children's  Home 
eUARANTEED  something  FUN  for  EVERYONEII! 

INFO  FOR  BOOTH  RENTALS/  PARADE  ENTRIES,  CONTACT: 
Central  Children's  Home,  211  W.  Antioch  Drive,  Oxford,  NC  27565,  (919)  693-7617 

^5  #  ♦    •    •  •jfc  4mk9 ^  m>' 

THE  REVOLUTION  WILL  BE  TELEVISED!! 
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to  create  a  being  in  need  of  moral 
development.  God  intends  for  our 
time  on  earth  to  be  spent  in  building 
moral  and  spiritual  character  in 
preparation  for  our  participation  in 
the  Kingdom  of  God.  If  God  wants 
to  use  the  world  to  build  souls,  He 
cannot  place  us  in  spiritual  paradise, 
an  everlasting  "Garden  of  Eden," 
where  nothing  ever  goes  wrong, 
where  there  is  no  sickness  or  sorrow, 
no  pain  or  suffering,  no  hello  and 
goodbye.  Consequently,  there  is  evil 
in  the  world,  but  God  is  not  to  be 
blamed  for  it,  since  He  intends  to  use 
it  to  build  souls  and  ultimately  devel- 
op each  of  us  in  His  image  to  a  point 
where  we  are  ready  for  life  in  the 
Kingdom  of  God. 

Conclusion 

There  is  GOOD  NEWS  in  our 
fight  against  the  devil.  God  in  Christ 
Jesus  has  promised  us  that  we  will 
overcome  any  obstacle,  and  devil  or 
even  the  gates  of  hell.  Paul  reminds 
us  daily  in:  2  Corinthians  4  what  our 
ministry  and  our  calling  are  all  about. 
In  these  last  and  evil  days  the  church 
must  rise  up  and  fight  the  devil.  As 
Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the 
GBSC,  Inc.  We  need  your  help 
Moderators,  Pastors,  Church  leaders. 
We  need  your  stewardship  support. 
God  has  blessed  our  Convention  with 
a  great  and  noble  mission  and  pur- 
pose. We  need  contributions  to  sup- 
port the  Objectives,  the  Auxiliary  and 
our  Special  projects.  Our  Baptist 
Headquarters  must  be  rebuilt.  At 
times  I  feel  discouraged  and  think  our 
work  is  in  vain  but  then  the  HOLY 
SPIRIT  comes  and  revives  my  SOUL 


again. 

The  excitement  of  "the  work";  the 
challenge  of  service  at  Baptist 
Headquarters;  the  opportunity  to 
make  a  religious  difference  in  this 
life's  journey  are  spiritual  motivators. 
If  any  of  you  have  been  in  a  fight 
with  the  devil  and  demonic  spirits 
lately;  if  things  are  not  like  your  feel 
they  should  be  in  your  church. 
Association,  home,  job  or  in  the 
world  join  me  this  month  is  studying 
2  Corinthians  4.  The  VICTORY  is  in 
Jesus  not  us.  Paul  writes: 
4: 

1  Therefore  seeing  we  have  this 
ministry,  as  we  have  received  mercy, 
we  faint  not;  2  But  have  renounced 
the  hidden  things  of  dishonesty,  not 
walking  in  craftiness,  nor  handling 
the  word  of  God  deceitfully;  but  by 
manifestation  of  the  truth  commend- 
ing ourselves  to  every  man's  con- 
science in  the  sight  of  God.  3  But  if 
our  gospel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  them 
that  are  lost:  4  In  whom  the  god  of 
this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of 
them  which  believe  not,  lest  the  light 
of  the  glorious  gospel  of  Christ,  who 
is  the  image  of  God,  should  shine 
unto  them. 

5  For  we  preach  not  ourselves,  but 
Christ  Jesus  the  Lord;  and  ourselves 
your  servants  for  Jesus '  sake.  6  For 

God,  who  commanded  the  light  tc 
shine  out  of  darkness,  hath  shined  ir 
our  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  th« 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the 
face  of  Jesus  Christ.  7  But  we  have 
this  treasure  in  earthen  vessels,  thai 
the  excellency  of  the  power  may  be 
of  God,  and  not  of  us. 
8  fVe  are  troubled  on  every  side,  ye\ 
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meeting  our  commitments.  Just  as 
you  receive  tithes  and  offerings  each 
week  we  need  systematic  steward- 
ship support. 

Monthly  contributions  to  the 
GBSC,  Inc.,  would  greatly  help  our 
cause.  When  there  is  discord,  con- 
flict and  strife  in  the  local  Church  and 
Association  it  affects  the  work  of  the 
GBSC.  When  we  become  totally 
focused  on  self  and  neglect  the 
greater  MISSION  of  our  calling  the 
devil  and  demonic  spirits  have  invad- 
ed our  congregations.  We  must 
understand  that  evil  is  ALWAYS 
PRESENT  in  our  churches,  homes, 
Associations,  jobs  and  any  place  we 
go.  Judas  was  a  close  companion  of 
Jesus;  the  tempter  followed  behind 
the  Master;  there  were  two  sinners 
beside  Jesus  at  Calvary.  Christian 
doctrine,  in  accordance  with  the 
Scriptures,  defines  EVIL  as  physical 
and  moral. 

Physical  Evil:  Also  known  as  natural 
evil  creates  disorder  in  the  world. 
Natural  evil  is  whatever  destroys  or 
any  way  disturbs  the  perfection  of 
natural  beings,  such  as  trouble,  sick- 
ness, blindness,  diseases,  and  death. 
Such  physical  causes  are  waged 
against  physical  well-being  are  there- 
fore called  evils;  Those  evils  are,  to 
some  extent  at  least,  the  effect  or 
penalty  of  sin  is  a  clear  teaching  of 
Scripture  (see,  Genesis  3:10-12; 
6:13). 

Moral  Evil:  Known  as  sin,  is  disor- 
der in  the  moral  world.  It  is  the  fail- 
ure of  rational  and  free  beings  to  con- 
form in  character  and  conduct  to  the 

Christian  Education  Continued 
From  page  13 

ORDANANCES  OF  BAPTISM 
AND  THE  LORD'S  SUPPER 

Jesus  commanded  his  followers  to 
practice  the  observance  of  Baptism 
and  the  Lord's  Supper.  Baptism  pro- 
ceeds the  Lord's  Supper. 
TRAIN  THE  CHILDREN 
Parents  must  teach  their  children 
that,  just  as  in  school,  there  are 
times  for  breaks  and  recess. 


will  of  God.  This  is  the  greatest  evil 
(see  Romans  1:18-32).  Moral  evil  is 
the  disagreement  between  the  actions 
of  a  moral  agent  and  the  rule  of  those 
actions.  When  we  act  contrary  to  the 
revealed  law  of  God,  it  is  termed 
wickedness  or  sin. 

During  my  years  at  Howard 
University  School  of  Divinity  in 
Washington,  DC  and  Duke 
University  Divinity  School  Durham, 
NC  we  were  often  challenged  in  class 
about  these  issues  of  evil,  sin  and 
demonic  forces  in  the  world:  Why 
does  God  even  allow  evil  in  the 
world?  Why  must  we  battle  the  gates 
of  hell?  Why  do  good  folks  suffer? 
(see,  Job)  Our  many  hours  of  class- 
room discussions  centered  around: 
The  Theodicy  Issue.  Two  major  the- 
ologians come  to  my  mind:  Gottfried 
Leibniz  and  John  Hick. 

Gottfried  Leibniz's  theodicy  theo- 
logical system  argues  that  God 
always  operates  on  the  basis  of  suffi- 
cient reason,  i.e.,  God  will  not  do 
something  without  a  sufficient  reason 
(discernible  by  pure  reason).  Thus, 
since  God  is  obligated  to  create  the 
best,  and  since  Leibniz  explains  in 
his  system  that  God  has,  we  can  see 
that  the  best  of  all  possible  worlds, 
metaphysically  speaking,  must  con- 
tain moral  and  physical  evil.  If  God 
had  reftised  to  create  such  a  world, 
God  would  be  morally  reprehensible, 
for  His  supreme  moral  obligation  is 
to  create  the  best  world. 

John  Hick,  on  the  other  hand  sug- 
gested that  God's  intent  in  creating 
humanity  from  the  beginning. 
Genesis  1 ),  was  not  to  create  a  perfect 
creature  in  a  perfect  world,  but  rather 

(Deuteronomy  6:1-9) 
PAGERS  AND  CELL  PHONES 
Pager  and  cell  phones  should-be  cut 
off  during  worship  services. 
SE  VEN  STA  TEMENTS  THA  T 
KILLS  CHURCH  GROWTH 

1 .  We've  never  done  it  that  way 

before. 

2.  We  are  not  ready  for  that. 

3.  We  are  doing  all  right  without 

that. 

4.  We  have  already  tried  that. 


5.  It  costs  too  much. 

6.  That  is  not  our  responsibility 

7. 1  cannot  see  how  that  is  going  to 
work 

FUNERAL  SERVICE 

With  music  and  message  combined, 
the  funeral  service  should  not  last 
more  that  one  hour. 

CHURCH  TIME  WASTERS 
Not  having  a  plan;  lacking  direction 
Failing  to  set  priorities;  trapped  by 
indecision 


Inability  to  say  no 

Attempting  to  take  on  more  tasks 

than  you  can  possibly  handle 

Failure  to  delegate 

OTHER  AREA  CHRISTIAN  EDU- 

CA  TION  IS  NEEDED 

Visiting  the  sick  and  the  shut  in 

Consoling  the  bereaved  family 

Comforting  those  in  the  hospital  and 

family  members 
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Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church 

600  South  Long  Street 
Post  Office  Box  447 
East  Spencer,  North  Carolina  28039 


Pastoral  Vacancy 


The  Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church  seeks  a  Pastor  to  serve  as  its  spiritual  leader,  teacher,  counselor  and  administrator. 
We  request  interested  persons  to  submit  a  letter  of  interest  to  include  a  vision  statement.  Please  enclose  references  (as  indicated) 
and  a  resume  that  includes,  but  not  limited  to.  years  of  service  to  the  church,  marital  status,  and  employment  history  for  the 
last  five  (5)  years.  Also,  enclose  copies  of  license,  ordination  certificates  and  educational  achievements.  Please  mail  to: 
Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Attention:  Deacon  Clarence  A.  Jones,  Chairman,  Pastoral  Search  Committee, 
Post  Office  Box  447,  East  Spencer,  North  Carolina  28039. 

Qualifications 


Must  be  a  bom-again  believer,  spirit  filled,  and  divinely  called  minister  with  strong  family  and  community  values, 

Must  be  licensed,  ordained,  and  experienced  Missionary  Baptist  Minister,  and  an  active  supporter  of  state  and  local  Baptist 

organizations,  a  Bachelor's  Degree  preferred. 

Must  have  proficient  knowledge  of  Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies  and  procedures  and  willing  to  follow. 
Evidenced  community  awareness  and  involvement;  a  good  role  model  and  possess  ethical  conduct. 
Must  possess  ability  to  teach,  train  and  coach  church  officers  and  auxiliary  leaders; 
Must  possess  ability  to  minister  to  family  needs  and  diversities. 
Must  be  the  husband  of  one  wife. 

Must  be  proficient  in  conducting  Holy  Sacrament  exercises,  funerals,  weddings,  and  baby  blessings. 
Must  possess  effective  oral  and  written  communication  skills, 
Musi  possess  ability  to  work  effectively  with  all  age  groups. 

Please  request  two  (2)  business  and  two  (2)  personal  references  mailed  to: 

Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Attention:  Clarence  A.  Jones,  Chairman 
Post  Office  Box  447 
East  Spencer,  North  Carolina  28039 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  WANTED 

Wake  Forest  congregation  seeks  Minister  of  Music.  Duties  to  include  working  directly  with  the 
Pastor  in  order  to  assist  and  cooperate  with  him  in  Christian  Worship:  playing  during  Sunday 
morning  worship  service;  rehearsing  with  various  choirs  one  night  per  week;  and  accompanying 
the  Pastor  on  engagements  to  other  churches.  Please  forward  a  cover  letter  and  resume  to:  Evans 
Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church  •  12700  Creedmoor  Road,  Highway  50  Wake  Forest,  NC 
27587.(919)  870-8874 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  VACANCY 

SPRING.  GREEN  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

PO  Box  924,  Warrenton,  NC  27589 
Rev.  Dennis  G.  Lindsay,  Pastor 

The  Spring  Green  Missionary  Baptist  Church  seeks  a  Minister  of  Music  to  provide  musical  direction 
and  accompaniment  for  4  choirs  in  the  church.  This  person  will  work  closely  with  the  Pastor  to 
provide  spiritual  leadership  in  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ  through  music,  i.e.  hymns,  spiritual  songs,  and 
praise  and  worship  music  that  glorifies  God. 

We  are  excepting  resumes  from  candidates  with  the  following  qualifications: 

1 .  Bom-again  Christian,  Spirit-tilled,  and  divinely  gifted  in  music  ministry. 

2.  Willingness  to  spiritually  align  the  music  ministry  with  Pastoral  vision. 

3.  Able  to  play  the  piano.  Keyboard  and/or  organ;  able  to  read  music  and  versatile. 

4.  Able  to  prepare  choirs  for  Sunday  morning  worship  services  and  other  services. 

5.  Able  to  teach,  as,  well  as  direct  choirs,  with  humility  and  love. 

6.  Able  to  rehearse  with  all  choirs  on  schedule,  and  available  for  all  Sunday  services 

7.  Able  lo  accompany  Pastor  and  choirs  to  other  services  as  required  (or  ensure  qualified  substitute  is 
available). 

8.  Able  to  select  appropriate  hymns  and  songs  for  worship 


FOSTER  MEMORIAL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

The  Pulpit  Search  Committee  of  the  Foster  Memorial  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  located  in  Rocky 
Mount.  North  Carolina,  is  accepting  resume  far  the  position  of pastor  Applicants  must  possess  the 
fallowing  qualifications: 

Education:  A  minimum  of  a  high  school  diploma,  prefarable  a  degree  or  courses  in  seminary  training 
from  an  accredited  college  or  university. 

E.xperience:  A  minimum  of  three  (3)  years  with  demonstrated  ability  in  counseling  and  supen'ising  all 
work  for  the  church. 

He  must  he  born  again,  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and  called  by  God  lo  preach  God's  word. 

He  must  possess  a  strong  knowledge  of  the  Missionaiy  Baptist  Doctrine,  Church  Policies,  and 
Practices,  and  be  willing  to  abide  by  them. 

He  must  have  the  skills  required  to  work  with  all  age  groups,  with  special  emphasis  on  the  youth. 

He  must  have  the  skills  required  for  planning  and  implementing  a  vision  for  spiritual,  physical  and 
financial  growth  of  the  Church. 

He  must  be  community  oriented,  and  have  strong  family  values. 

He  must  be  willing  to  attend  Sunday  School,  Prayer  Meetings,  and  teach  Bible  Study. 

He  must  have  high  moral  and  .spiritual  values,  ethical  conduct  and  be  a  good  role  model. 

Please  send  resume  to: 

Foster  Memorial  Missionaiy  Baptist  Church 

!91l  South  Church  Street 

Po.9l  Office  Box  6317  ■ 

Rock  Mount,  NC  27802-6317 

C/o  The  Pulpit  Committee 

Mr  Hiawatha  Knight 


Mount  Calvary  Missionary  Baptist  Church 


Wilmington,  North  Carolina 

The  Mount  Calvary  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  currently  accepting  resumes  /letters  of  inter 
est  from  licensed,  ordained  Missionary  Baptist  ministers  for  the  position  of  pastor.  Applicants 
must  possess  the  following  qualifications: 

1.  Spiritual  maturity 

2.  A  minimum  of  three  years  experience  as  a  pastor,  where,  when  and  how  long  did  you  pastor 
a  church. 

3.  Administrative  and  leadership  ability  sills 

4.  Strong  knowledge  of  Missionary  Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies  and  procedures 

5.  Must  work  effectively  with  boards,  auxiliaries  and  committees 

6.  Good  Written  and  oral  communication  skills  and  ability  to  communicate  with  all  age  groups 

7.  Have  excellent  teaching  skills 

8.  Must  be  family  oriented  and  possess  strong  Godly  character 

9.  Planning  organizing  and  implementing  programs  that  encourage  participation  of  youth  and 
young  adults  that  promotes  church  growth  and  progress. 

Interested  persons  meeting  all  of  the  above  qualifications  should  submit  the  following  informa 
tion: 

Letter  of  interest  /resume 

•  Copy  of  license  and  ordination  certification 

•  Proof  of  education  and  additional  theological  studies  transcript 

The  names,  addresses,  telephone  numben  of  at  least  five  references  of  which  only  two  can  be 
ministers. 

All  correspondence  must  be  addressed  as  follows: 

Mount  Calvary  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Attn:  Rena  Lennon 
P.O.  Box  1970 
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GALILEE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
P.O.  Box  644,  Oakboro,  NC  28129 

Must  be  a  Christian  available  to  serve  every  Sunday.  Prepare  Choirs  and  Praise  Team  for  Sunday  morning  worship.  Rehearse 
with  choirs  on  scheduled  times.  Be  available  to  accompany  Pastor  and  choirs  to  church  functions.  Direct  congregation  in  con 

gregational  hymns.   Must  be  able  to  play  he  ear  as  well  as  read  music 
\  To  Apply  call: 

(704)  532-6813  or  E-mail  to  GalileeNC(@aol.com 
Church  is  located  in  Stanly  County  (44  minutes  east  of  Charlotte) 


PENN  AVENUE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

225  West  McClanahan  Street,  Oxford.  NC.  27565 

Rev.  Willie  S.  Darby.  Pastor 
(919)  693-5396-  (919)  693-10  15,  Pastor's  Office 
The  Penn  AvenuCHURCH  MUSICIAN 
Mount  Olive  Baptist  Church  of  Lewiston  is  seeking  a  musician  for  a  station  church,  a  Christian,  who  is  responsible,  has 
good  character  and  a  good  reputation. 

Requirements: 

Plays  the  organ  and  piano 
*Able  to  work  with  a  diverse  group  of  singers 
*Experienced  in  all  sacred  music 
*Reads  music  and  is  versatile  in  playing  by  ear 
Send  resumes  or  responses  to:  Mount  Olive  Baptist  Church 
PO  Box  214, 

Lewiston-Woodville,  NC  27849 
Attention:  William  W.  Peele  Jr. 

The  Penn  Avenue  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Oxford.  NC.  is  currently  seeking  a 
MINISTER  OF  MUSIC. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

*Must  be  bom  again  Christian. 

*Must  be  able  to  play  the  piano,  keyboard  and/or  organ. 

*Must  be  able  to  read  music  and  is  versatile  in  playing  by  ear. 

*Must  be  able  to  work  well  with  a  diverse  range  of  singers  and  age  groups. 

*Musthe  able  to  teach  and  direct  hymns,  anthems,  spirituals,  gospels  and  other  sacred  music. 

*Must  be  able  to  rehearse  choirs  at  a  scheduled  time  unless  otherwise  notified. 

*Must  be  available  for  Sunday  morning  worship  services. 

*Must  be  available  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choirs  when  requested  or  provide  a  qualified  substitute. 

*Must  be  able  to  assist  in  the  selection  of  appropriate  songs  for  worship  and  services. 

*Will  be  responsible  with  the  pastor's  approval  in  hiring  other  musicians  if  deemed  necessary. 
Salary:  Negotiable 

Penn  Avenue  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  a  warm,  spirited-filled  church  that  has  worship  services  52  Sundays  a  year  and  at 
present  there  is  one  musician  available  for  2nd  Sunday  worship  services.  Service  begins  each  Sunday  at  1 1  am.  with  the 
exception  of  5th  Sunday  services  which  begin  at  10  am.  Please  send  resume  to  the  above  listed  address  or  inquiries  may  he 
made  by  calling  one  of  the  above  listed  numbers. 


Pulpit  Vacancy 
Union  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
5090  Richlands  Highway 
Jacksonville  NC  28540 

Union  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  now  accepting  resumes  for  a  Pastor.  Our  worship  services  are 

each  Sunday  of  the  month. 

Qualifications: 

Must  he  a  licensed  ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Minister 

Full  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Led  by  the  Spirit  of  God  in  all  matters. 
Full  of  wisdom,  knowledge  and  understands  the  office  of  Pastor,  and 
performs  it  according  to-the  scriptures  and  the  needs  of  the  church 

The  husband  of  one  wife,  vigilant,  sober,  of  good  behavior,  given  to  hospitality  and  able  to  teach. 

Not  given  to  wine,  no  filthy  lucre;  but  patient,  not  a  brawler,  not  covetous:  one  that  rules  his  own  house,  having  his  chil 

dren  in  subjection,  and  having  good  report. 

Know  the  doctrine  of  a  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

Know  and  he  familiar  with  T.R.O.G.A.  (Trent  River  Oakey  Grove  Association)  and  take  an  active  part  in  the  different 
activities  of  the  Association. 

Must  attend  meetings  of  different  auxiliaries  in  the  church  to  become  familiar  with  those  organization,  tions  and  their 

activities,  whenever  possible. 

Must  visit  the  sick  and  shut-in  when  possible. 

Must  attempt  to  become  involved  with  the  various  programs  that  the  church  participates  in  outside  of  the  home  church 
Send  resumes  to  the  above  address 


NEED  A  FILL-IN  OR  AN  INTERIM  PASTOR? 

Qualified,  Experienced,  Healthy  and  available  for  service.  Call  or  write: 
REV  MELVIN  W.  GATTIS 
3907  Bivins  Road 
Hillsborough,  NC  27278 


UNION  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

110  Lincoln  Ave.,  Lexington,  NC  27292.  Needed:  Minister  of  Music  or  Organist.  Please  send  resume  to:  Union  Baptist 
Church,  110  Lincoln  Ave.  Lexington,  NC  27292.  Attn:  Rev.  Darrell  L.  Thomas.  Or  call  336-243-1648  and  leave  your 
name  and  number. 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Third  and  Mulbury  Street.  Weldon,  North  Carolina  27890 

The  Pulpit  Committee  of  First  Baptist  Church  is  accepting  resumes  for  the  position  of  Pastor.  Mail 
Resumes  to: 

Deacon  Stanley  Edwards,  908  Country  Club  Rd.,  Weldon,  NC  27890 
Applicants  must  have  the  following  qualifications: 

•  bom  again  Christian 

•  must  be  able  to  preach  and  teach  God's  Word 

•  Preach  quality  sermons 

•  Possess  strong  knowledge  of  Baptist  doctrines,  policies,  and  practices 

•  Able  to  lead  and  communicate  with  all  ages  groups 

•  Able  to  work  effectively  with  church  boards  and  committees 
some  colleges  seminary  training  preferred 


First  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

The  First  Baptist  Church  is  now  seeking  a  pastor  to  serve  as  its  spiritual  leader,  teacher,  counselor  and  administrator.  All 

interested  persons  should  submit  a  letter  of  interest  and  resume  to  the 

Pulpit  Search  Committee. 

Qualifications: 

Bom  Again  Christian 

Ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Minister 

Knowledge  of  Baptist  Doctrine  and  Faith 

Seminary  Training  preferred 

Teaching  Bible  Study  Weekly 

Proficient  in  church  organization  and  ability  to  train  Church 
Pastoral  Experience  Preferred 
Family  Oriented 

Able  to  Plan  and  implement  innovative  youth  programs 
Interested  Applicants  should  Mail  Resumes  to: 
Pastoral  Search  Committee 
First  Baptist  Church 

ATTENTION:    Deacon  Calvin  Graham  Jr.,  Chairman 
RO.  Box  679,  Stedman,  North  Carolina  28391 


FIRST  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHRUCH 

First  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  currently  seeking  a  Pastor  and  is  accepting  resumes  from  interested  licensed,  ordained 
Baptist  Ministers.  Applicants  must  possess  the  following  qualifications. 

1.  Spiritual  maturity 

2.  A  degree  from  an  accredited  college  and  seminary 

3.  Administrative  and  leadership  skills 

4.  Community  oriented 

5.  Must  be  able  to  work  with  all  age  groups  with  particular  emphasis  on  the  youth 

6.  Strong  knowledge  of  the  Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies  and  procedures 

7.  Good  oral  and  written  communications  skills  and  ability  to  communicate  with  all  age  groups 

8.  A  minimum  of  5  years  experience  as  senior  pastor,  but  will  consider  years  of  experience  as  an  associate  pastor 

9.  Must  be  willing  to  attend  Sunday  School 
Responsibilities  include: 

Plan  and  implementation  of  innovative  religious  programs,  activities,  and  projects  designed  to  promote  the  church's  pro 

gression  and  encourage  active  participation. 

Please  send  resumes  to: 

Tanya  M.  Autry,  Chair 

The  Pastoral  Search  Committee. 

First  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

103  Church  Street.  ThomasviUe.  North  Carolina  27360 


GREATER  LOVELY  HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

The  Pulpit  Search  Committee  of  the  Greater  Lovely  Hill  Baptist  Church,  located  in  Warren  County, 
NC.  is  searching  for  applicants  for  its  personal  vacancy.  Currently  the  Greater  Lovely  Hill  Baptist 
Church  has  regular  worship  services  twice  monthly,  on  the  third  Sunday. 
Qualifications: 

1 .  Must  be  an  experienced  licensed  ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Minister  living  according  to  First  Timothy  3:1-7  and 
Titus  1:6-9. 

2.  The  applicants  should  have  a  vision  for  the  church. 

3.  Must  possess  the  ability  to  work  with  all  age  groups,  with  particular  emphasis  in  youth  development  and  community 
outreach,  and  with  all  auxiliaries  of  the  church. 

4.  Must  possess  effective  oral  and  written  communication  skills. 

5.  Must  be  community  oriented 

6.  Must  possess  strong  and  proven  administration  experience  with  a  broad  knowledge  of  Baptist  doctrines,  church 
policies  and  practices. 

Education: 

Must  possess  a  high  school  diploma  (or  equivalent)  preferring  a  degree  or  courses  in  Seminary  Training  from  an 

accredited  college  or  university. 

Interested  applicants  should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume  of  relevant  experience. 

2.  A  copy  of  the  certificate  of  license  and  ordination. 

Send  resumes  to:  Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Branch,  PO  Box  52.  Warrenton,  NC  27589 
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NOTICE 
PASTOR  NEEDED 

At 

Friendship  Baptist  Church 
Whiteville,  NC 
For  Application  Write: 
Pastor  Selection  Committee 
PO  Box  1365,  Whiteville,  NC  28472 


The  Center  Baptist  Church  in  Gatonia,  NC  is  currently  seel<ing  a  Minister  01  Music  who  is  able  to  work  well 
with  a  diverse  group  of  singers  including  youth.  Must  he  able  to  play  keyboard,  piano.  ,  and  organ.  Must  he 
dependable  and  have  good  moral  character  Salary  is  commensurate  with  training  and  experience.  Please  send 
cover  letter  and  resume  to  ('enter  Baptist  Church.  Attention: 

Personnel  Committee.  POB  550064,  Gastonia,  NC.  28055  or  fax  cover  letter  and  resume  to  Personnel 
Committee  at  704-824-7683. 


ST.  FRANCIS  BAPTIST  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
is  looking  for  a  Pastor 

This  person  should  be: 

I.  Missionary  Baptist 

II.  Have  good  organizational  and  leadership  skills 

III.  Commuting  Distance 
IV  .Family  Oriented 

V.  Experience  Preferred 

Interested  parties  send  resume  to:  c/o  Piilpit  Committee 

St.  Francis  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  736,  Windsor,  NC  27983 


EMMANUEL  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

ANNOUNCEMENT:  Seeking  Full-time  Christian  Minister  of  Music.  Loyal  and  (Committed  to  Gods 
program.)  Must  possess  people  skills,  be  trained  as  a  Musician.  Conductor  and  Choir  Director.  Salary: 
Commensurate  with  training  and  experience.  Interested  persons  may  send  resume/portfolio  to: 
Attention:  Trustees  Emmanuel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
913.N.  Highland  Street,  Gastonia,  NC  25052 


PHILLIPS  CHAPEL  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Philips  Chapel  Missionary  baptist  Church  in  Winston-Salem,  NC  is  currently  seeking  a  senior  pastor, 
spiritual  leader,  counselor  and  administrator  All  interested  persons  should  submit  a  letter  of  interest 
and  resume  no  later  than  December  200 1 . 
The  successfiil  candidate  will  meet  the  following  qualifications: 

Must  be  bom  again,  spirit  tilled,  divinely  called  minister  with  strong  family  and  community  values 

Must  possess  the  willingness  to  follow  by  the  by-laws  governing  the  church 

Must  have  knowledge  of  Baptist  doctrines,  church  policies  and  procedures  and  be  willing  to  follow 

such 

Must  be  a  licensed,  ordained  Baptist  minister 
Must  have  significant  experience  as  a  Senior  Pastor 

Must  have  a  Bachelor's  Degree  in  Religion,  Theology,  or  Divinity  from  an  accredited  college,  universi 
ty  or  divinity  school. 

Must  be  willing  to  work  with  all  age  groups  with  particular  interest  in  the  spiritual  growth  and  develop 
ment  of  our  youth. 

Must  be  able  to  develop  and  share  a  vision  for  the  fiiture  growth  and  development  for  the  church. 
Must  visit  and  commune  with  the  sick,  shut-in  and  bereaved  families 
All  applicants  should  provide  the  following  information: 

Copy  of  college  degree(s).  certificates  of  license  or  ordination  Proof  of  completion  of  ALL  accredited 
theological  training 

Name,  address  and  telephone  number  of  (4)  personal  and  professional  reference  with  no  more  than  (2) 

coming  from  other  ministries 

All  materials  should  be  forwarded  to: 

Dr.  Ernie  Wade  , 

Chairman,  Pulpit  Committee 

Phillips  Chapel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 


CEDAR  GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
14600  Railroad  St.,  Gibson,  NC  28343 
CHURCH  MUSICIAN 

The  Cedar  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Gibson,  N.C.  is  seeking  a  person  to.  serve  as  Church  Musician. 
Qualifications:  Should  be  a  Christian  who  lives  and  acts  responsibly  and  has  a  good  character  and  reputation. 
Musician  requirements:  *Be  able  to  play  a  piano,  keyboard,  organ  and  he  able  to  work  well  with  a  diverse 
range  of  singers  with  directions  for  musical  selections.  *Be  available  for  necessary  rehearsals  and  Sunday 
Worship  Services.  *Be  available  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choirs  to  all  church  ftinctions  when  requested. 
Salary  negotiable.  Please  send  resume  to  Cedar  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church  at  the  above  address. 


FRIENDSHIP  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
715  West  Willis  Ave.,  High  Point,  NC  27260 
CHURCH  MUSICIAN 

The  Friendship  Missionary  Baptist  Church  is  accepting  resumes  for.a  Church  Musician. 
Qualifications: 

Should  be  a  Christian  who  lives  and  acts  responsibly  and  has  a  good  character  and  reputation. 
Musician  requirements: 

•  Be  able  to  play  a  piano,  keyboard,  organ  and  he  able  to  work  well  with  a  diverse  range  of  singers 
with  directions  for  musical  selections. 

•  Must  have  experience  in  church  music  (anthems,  hymns,  spirituals,  praise  and  worship,  etc.)  of 
gospel  traditional  and  contemporary. 

•  Be  available  for  necessary  rehearsals  and  Sunday  Worship  Services. 

•  He  available  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choirs  to  all  church  functions  when  requested. 
Salary  negotiable: 


CHURCH  MUSICIAN 

The  New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  Gates.  N.C.  is  sc  %  a  person  to  serve  as  Church  Musician. 
REQUIREMENTS: 

1 .  Able  to  play  organ  and/or  organ. 

2.  Able  to  play  diverse  music. 

3.  Able  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choir  to  church  engagements  if  possible. 
SALARY  NEGOTIABLE: 

Send  resume  to; 

New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  PO  Box  91,  Gatesville,  NC  27938 
Attn:         Fannie  M.  Spivey,  Secretary 

Calling  (252)  357  may  make  inquiries.  1061  after  4:30  p.m. 


Pastoral  Vacancy 

Mitchener  Memorial  Baptist  Church  is  searching  for  a  Pastor  We  are  located  in  Smithfield.  North  Carolina 
and  have  about  75  members.  Worship  Service  is  held  cacti  Sunday.  We  are  an  autonomous  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  that  is  affiliated  with  the  Johnston  District  Missionary  Baptist  Association  and  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Incorporated  and  their  respective  auxiliaries. 

We  are  looking  for  pastoral  candidates  with  the  following  qualifications: 

a.  Must  be  a  bom-again  Christian. 

b.  Must  he  an  ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Minister 

c.  Must  be  knowledgeable  of  and  believe  in  Baptist  doctrine. 

d.  Must  be  a  strong  spiritual  leader,  administrator  and  teacher 

e.  Must  have  a  minimum  of  three  years  of  experience  as  a  pastor  or  as  assistant  pastor  or  asso 
ciate  pastor 

f  Must  oe  High  School  graduate  or  equivalent. 

g.  Seminary  Graduate  required. 

h.  Prefer  person  that  is  married  and  family  oriented. 


Church  musician  needed.  Knowledge  of  music  and  the  ability  to  play  by  ear 
is  appreciated.  Presently,  morning  worship  service  is  held  every  fourth 
(4th)  Sunday,  but  we  are  considering  an  additional  Sunday  for  services. 
Must  be  able  to  play  for  youth  choir  and  adult  choir.  Church  is  located  in 
Warren  County,  North  Carolina.  For  fiirther  information,  please  call  (252) 
257-0221. 


SHILOH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
P.O.  Box  175-  1390  South  Chavis  Road 
Kiltrell.  North  Carolina  27544-0175 
(252)  492-0567 

The  pulpit  committee  of  Shiloh  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Kittrell.  North  Carolina  is  accepting  resumes  for  the  post 
tion  of  pdstor  Applicants  should  possess  the  following  qualifications: 
Must  he  a  horn  again,  spirit-filled,  ordained  and  divinely  called  minister. 
Must  posse.ss  strong  and  proven  administrative  skills  and  e.\perience. 
Must  have  a  broad  knowledge  of  the  Baptist  Doctrines. 

Must  possess  good  oral  and  written  communication  skills  and  have  the  ability  to  communicate  with  all  age  groups 
with  particular  emphasis  in  youth. 

Must  be  saved  and  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and  able  to  proclaim  the  unadulterated  Word  of  God  that  will  lead  peo 
pie  to  Christ. 

Interested  candidates  should  submit  a  resume  with  a  cover  letter  to: 
Pulpit  Committee 

C/o  Shiloh  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
P.O.  Box  175  -  1390  South  Chavis  Road 
Kitlrell.NC  27544-0175 

All  materials  should  be  postmarked  no  later  than  Monday.  June  1 7,  2002. 
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Woman's  Baptist  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Convention  of  North  Carolina 
Auxiliary  to  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention,  Inc. 

SCHOLARSHIP  PROGRAM 

"Study  to  show  thyself  approved  unto  God"  II  Timothy  2:15 

Purpose? 

The  Woman's  Convention  Scholarships,  established  in  1994,  provide  annual  scholarships  to  a  Youth  and  Young  Adull  to  encourage,  support,  and  enhance 

post  high  school  training  and  cai 


Amount  of  Scholarships? 

$500  (each)  non-renewable  scholarship  will  be  awarded  to  a  Youth  and  a  YA. 

Who  May  Apply? 

YOUTH  -  a  high  school  graduating  senior,  or  equivalent.  YOUNG  ADULT  -  enrolled  in  a  technical  school,  college,  or  university. 

Criteria? 

The  applicant  must  be; 

an  active  member  of  a  Missionary  Baptist  Church  that  supports  the  Woman's  Convention. 

well  disciplined  academically  and  socially. 

an  active  member  of  the  local  missionary  department  (as  a  youth). 

endorsed  by  his/her  paster 

selected  by  the  State  Scholarship  Selection  Committe. 

Where  to  Secure  and  Send  Applications? 

Applications  may  be  obtained  from  the  Woman's  Baptist  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Convention  Office, 
601  S.  Wilmington  Street,  Raleigh.  NC  27601  (919)  833-4823  and  sent  to  P.  0.  Box  1818,  Raleigh,  NC  27601. 

What  are  the  Timelines? 

Applications  must  be  received  by  the  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Woman's  Convention  on  or  before  May  3 1 .  Notification  to  award  recipients 
will  be  on  or  before  July  30.  Awards  will  be  made  during  the  Annual  Session  of  the  Convention  in  July. 

How  Will  Scholarship  Funds  Be  Processed? 

Scholarship  recipients  will  provide  the  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Woman's  Convention  official  notification  from  the  institution  to  which  funds 
are  to  be  sent.  All  funds  will  be  sent  directly  from  the  Convention  to  the  school,  college,  or  University. 
Other  Financial  Assistance  Opportunities  (see  the  Scholarship  Brochure  for  more  details)  Cora  Pair  Thom'as  Scholarship  Fund,  Ministers' 
Wives  Fellowship,  Ellen  S.  Alston  Memorial  Fund  (ESAMT)  and  the  Shaw  University  or  Shaw  Divinity  School  Scholarship. 


SELF-DENIAL  OFFERING  UPDATE 

That  Seniors  give  a  minimum  of  five  dollars  ($5.00)  per  year  for  Self-Denial 
(Seniors  Self  Denial  for  Mission  -SSDFM). 

that  Young  Adults  give  Self-Denial  (Young  Adult  Dollars  For  Mission- YADFM) 
also;  no  set  amount  of  dollars  was  given. 

That  Youth  give  Self-Denial  (Youth  Quarters  For  Mission-YQFM)  also. 


Officially  Revised:  11/10/2001 

By  the  WBHFMC  Executive  Board 


SELF-DENIAL  OFFERING 

(Minimum  of  $5.00  Per  Year) 

Woman's  Baptist  Home  And  Foreign  Missionary  Convention 

Our  11 8th  Annual  Session 

To  Be  Held 

July  29-August  1,2002 

Benton  Convention  Center 

Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina 

Stale  Missions  Foreign  Missions  Christian  Education 

Name  

Address  

Church  City  


Mrs.  Julias  McDonald,  President 

Dr.  Priscilla  A.  Brodie.  Executive  Secretary 

(Please  change  coins  into  currency  or  check) 


Department_ 


Note:  Please  make  oil  checks/money  orders  payahic  lo  the  Woman's  Baptist  State  Convention  or  VViiman's 
Baptist  Home  And  Foreign  Missionary  Convention  and  send  to  Woman's  Baptist  State  Con\ cniicii,  P().  Box  1818. 
Raleigh  NC  27602 


Parade  Participation 

To:  All  Friends  &  Supporters  of  the  Central  Children's  Rome 

From:       The  Central  Children's  Home  Day  Committee 

Re:  Participation  in  the  Parade  on  June  15,2002  at  10:00  AM 

We  need  your  support  in  helping  to  make  this  parade  a  success.  If  you  are  interested  in  being  hi  the  parade,  please  fill  in  the 
appropriate  section  and  return  to  Mrs.  Vemell  Anderson  or  Ms.  Angela  Jones,  21 1  West  Antioch  Drive,  Oxford,  North  Carolina 

27565 

There  is  no  charge  for  entering  the  parade,  however,  we  need  to  have  a  definite  commitment  from  you. 


MOTORCYCLES 

Name  of  Group  or  Organization  _ 
Motorcycle  Club  


_(check  if  applicable) 


Number  of  Riders 


HORSEBACK  RIDERS 

Name  of  Group  or  Organization  _ 

Horseback  Riding  Club  

Number  ofj^iders 


CLUBS  OR  UNITS 

Name  of  Group  or  Organization 
Number  of  Cars  entering  


Number  of  Persons  Walking  _ 


FLOATS 

Name  of  Organization 
Number  of  Floats 


Please  mail  blank  and  money  by  May  22,  2002  to: 
Woman's  Baptist  Home  &  Foreign  Missionary  Convention  of  North  Carolina 
YOUNG' ADULT  RETREAT 

Si.  Paul  Baplisi  Church.  1401  Allen  Sired.  Cliarlone.  Norlli  Carolina 

"Empowering  Young  Adults  to  Reach  the  Masses  Through  Christian  Communication" 

Friday  May  31,  2002  (6:00  p.m.  -  9:00  p.m.)  and 
Saturday.  June  1 ,  2002  (8:00  a.m.  -  2:00  p.m.) 

PLEASE  PRE-REGISTER  -  DEADLINE,  MAY  22,  20O2 

2  DAY  COST 


Advance  Donation; 
On  Site  Donation: 


Advance  Donation: 
On  Site  Donation: 


$25.00  per  person 
_526.00  per  person 


_  $20.00  per  person 
$26.00  per  person 


AMOUNT  ENCLOSED:  S 


$40.00  per  couple  (Husband  &  Wife) 
$4 1 .00  per  person  (Husband  &  Wife) 


_$35.00  per  couple  (Husband  &  Wife) 
_  $41.00  per  person  (Husband  &  Wife) 


(Lunch  and  snacks  will  be  provided) 


Hotel  Informatioo:  Be  sure  to  ask  for  the  block  of  rooms  for  the  Woman's  Convention: 

Luxbury  Inn  (fonnerly  Best  Western),  4904  North  l-SS  Service  Road,  Charlotte,  NC  28206  (704)  596-9229  (Exit  41  Sugar  Creek  Road,  Right 
at  McDonald's  on  Service  Road,  Luxbury  Inn  on  the  Icif).  Brookwood  Ino,  1200  West  Sugar  Creek  Road,  (704)  .'i97-«00(6xit  41  Sugar  Creek 
Road,  Inn  on  left  across  from  McDonald's). 


Mailing  Addres! 
Church  


Telephone  No.  (  )_ 

Youijg  Adulf  


'roung  Adull  Diiector/Associate  _ 
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Please  mail  your  donation  for  a  Booth  to: 

Central  Children's  Home  of  North  Carolina 
A211  West  Antioch  Drive 
Oxford,  North  Carolina 


BOOTHS 

Spaces  for  booths  are  20  feet  wide  and  $35.00  per  space.  Assignments 
must  be  made  by  May  24,  2002.  There  will  be  some  tables  available, 
but  you  will  need  to  provide  your  own  tent  for  shade.  Fill  in  the 
blanks  below  and  mail  on  or  before  May  17,  2002.  Payment  must 
accompany  your  request  for  space. 

Name  of  Organization  


Type  of  stand  to  be  used 


Items  to  be  Sold 


Central  Children's  Home  of  North  Carolina,  Inc. 
211  West  Antioch  Drive  , 
Oxford,  North  Carolina 
Central  Children's  Home  Day  June  IS,  2002 

SOUVENIR  JOURNAL  CONTRACT 

We  solicit  your  participation  In  the  Souvenir  Journal  for  Central  Children's  Home  Day 
DEADLINE  FOR  ALL  ADS  -  MAY  24,  2002 


Full  Page  Ad 

$100.00 

Half  Page  Ad 

$  50.00 

Quarter  Page  Ad 

$  25.00 

Eighth  Page  Ad 

$  15.00 

Patrons 

$5.00 

All  photos  for  ads  must  be  Original  Photographs 
In  addition  they  must  be  size  appropriate  for  the  ad. 
(All  photographs  will  be  returned) 
CHECK  YOUR  AD  CAREFULLY.  IT  WILL  BE  PRINTED  ACCORDING  TO  FORM 
We  recommend  that  all  ads  submitted  be  previously  typeset 
♦  ♦♦**♦♦♦*******♦***♦*♦*****♦*****♦***♦»****♦*♦*♦**+♦♦+*♦♦*♦**♦***+♦+ 

COMPLETE  AND  RETURN  WITH  AD  COPY 
Please  enter  a  subscription  for  (circle  one)  Full  Page,  Half  Page,  Quarter  Page,  Eighth  Page  advertisement  in  the  Souvenir  Journal 

to  be  published  on  June  15,  2002. 

Please  Print 

Name  of  Person  Accountable  

Address  

City 

Date  Phone  Number 


State 


Zip_ 


Paid  by  Check  No.or  Postal  Money  Order  No. 


CashS 


NOTE:  PAYMENT  IN  FULL  MUST  ACCOMPANY  Al)  ORDERS! 
Make  Checks  or  Money  Orders  Payable  and  Mail  To: 

Central  Children's  Home 
211  West  Antioch  Drive 
Oxford,  North  Carolina  27565 


General  Baptist  State  Convention 
of  Nortli  Carolina,  Inc 

Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry 
May  is  National  Foster  Care  Month 
GBSC  Foster  Care  Month  observance 
May  1st  -  31st 

During  the  month  of  May,  the  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry  will  be 
observing  National  Foster  Care  Month.  We  will  be  celebrating  the  important  role  that  our  churches  can  play  in 
the  lives  of  children  In  foster  care-  now  working  on  behalf  of  waiting  children.  We  are  asking  for  all  GBSC 
churches  to  get  involved  and  sponsor  a 
Foster  Care.  Observance  Event  on  or  before 
.Sunday  May  26,  2002 

Suggestions 

During  morning  service  recognize  a  foster  family  in  your  church  who  has  made  a  difference  in  the  life  of 
a  child. 

2)  Sponsor  a  Foster  Care  Breakfast  or  Dinner  recognizing  Foster  Families  at  church. 

3)  Devote  a  Special  Sermon  concerning  Foster  Care. 

4)  Recruit  a  family  interested  in  becoming  Foster  Care  Parents. 

5)  Assign  a  church  representative  to  serve  as  a  Church  Liaison  with  the  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry;  to  participate  at  our  display  booth. 

6)  Include  stories  and  updates  in  your  church  newsletter  about  members  who  have  been  or  are: 
adoption/foster  parents,  mentors,  respite  care  providers,  or  adopted  themselves. 

7)  Make  information  and  referral  available  to  your  congregation  and  community  about  fostering,  adoption, 
mentoring,  respite  care,  and  other  services. 

8)  Get  your  church  members  licensed  so  that  they  can  become:  "Holiday  Parents"  or  Respite 
Care  Providers  (short-term  relief  for  foster  and/or  adoptive  parents);  take  a  child  to  church, 
take  a  child  on  "one-day"  trips — become  a  "Special  Day  Parent"! 

9)  Host  a  one-hour  "Monthly  Orientation  Meeting"  for  prospective  foster  and/or  adoptive 
parents;  or  participate  in  rotating  the  meetings  with  other  area  churches — open  your  doors  not 
only  to  your  members  but  to  your  community  to  discuss  foster  and  adoption  parenting  options 

(we  will  work  with  you  to  provide  you  with  at  least  1-2  representatives  from  your  County  Dept.  of  Social 
Services. 

10)  Send  stewardship  donations  to  GBSC  State  Missions  to  help  support  the  GBSC  Adoption 
and  Foster  Care  Ministry  in  their  recruitment  efforts. 

11)  Send  this  PSA  to  your  local  and/or  community  newspaper,  radio,  TV/cable  station  and  ask  that  it  be 
announced  or  printed. 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Ministers'  Wives  and 
Widows  Retreat 
(with  a  concurrent  session  for  husbands) 
Saturday,  May  4,  2002 
J.  J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly 
Laurel  Hill,  North  Carolina 
9:00  AM.  3:00  RM. 

Saturday  Retreat  Only 
Advance  Donation  -  $18.00  per  person 
Advance  Donation  -  $36.00  per  couple  (husband  and 
wife) 

On-Site  Donation  $20.00  per  person 
On-Site  Donation  -$40.00  per  couple  (husband  and 
wife) 

'Friday  Night  Stay-over 

and  Saturday  Retreat 
Advance  Donation  -$2S.00  per  person 
Advance  Donation  -  $50.00  per  couple  (husband  and 
wife) 

On-Site  Donation  -$26.00  per  person 
On-Site  Donation  -  $52.00  per  couple  (husband  and 
wife) 

'Please  brings  your  own  pillow,  linens 
and  toiletries  for  overnight  stay. 

—  Lunch  will  be  served.  — 

Please  pre-register. 

Deadline  for  pre-registration 
is  April  19,  2002 


MINISTERS'  WIVES 
AND  WIDOWS  RETREAT 
Saturday,  May  4,  2002 
J.  J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly 
Laurel  Hill,  North  Carolina 
9:00  A.M.  —  3:00  PM. 

Pr»-Registrati9n  Form  ^ 


Address 


Telephone 


Church  &  City 
E-mail  


  My  husband  will  attend. 

His  name  is  


  My  husband  will  not  attend. 

Amount  enclosed  $  

Date  of  arrival  

Signed   

Date 


Please  return  completed  blank  along  with  check  or 
money  order  made  payable  to  Woman's  Baptist  State 
Convention  to: 

Woman's  Baptist  State  Convention 
P.O.  Box  1818 
Raleigh,  NC  2760 


/ 
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e  General  Baptist  Staffi^W^^SWW?ff 
of  500,000  North  Carolina  Baptists 


JOINING  HANDS  FOR  KINGDOM  BUILDING 


By  Tony  W.  Cartledge 

WINSTON-SALEM  —  With  com- 
bined resources  of  L8  million  mem- 
bers and  6,000  churches,  black  and 
white  Baptists  of  North  Carolina  "can 
do  anything  we  want  to"  by  focusing 
on  kingdom  goals,  Jim  Royston  told  a 
joint  session  of  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention  (GBSC)  and  the  pre- 
dominately white  Baptist  State 
Convention  (BSC).  The  last  joint 
meeting  was  held  in  1981. 

Royston,  BSC  executive  director- 
treasurer,  spoke  at  a  special  session  of 
the  two  conventions,  held  during  the 
GBSC's  annual  midyear  meeting. 
About  600  people  attended  the  May 
program  at  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church 
in  Winston-Salem. 

GBSC  President  John  Fuller  noted 
points  of  closeness  between  the  two 
conventions.  "Most  towns  of  any  size 
have  white  and  black  churches  that 
began  as  a  single  congregation,"  he 
said.  "But,  the  GBSC  historically  has 
done  more  with  other  denominational 
groups  —  even  "some  of  which  we 
don't  think  are  going  to  heaven"  — 
than  with  the  BSC."  Fuller  expressed 
hope  for  more  joint  efforts  between 
the  two  Baptist  bodies. 

Royston  announced  that  the  BSC's 
Baptist  Men  and  the  GBSC's  Baptist 
Laymen's  League  will  jointly  build 
two  houses  in  Princeville  this  summer 
to  aid  victims  of  Hurricane  Floyd. 
Royston  said  he  prays  that  the  joint 
project  might  grow  into  an  effort  to 
eradicate      substandard  housing 


Emmanuel  Baptist  Chutch  of  Winston  Salem  hosted  the  2002  GBSC  Mid-Year  Session.  The 
choir  provided  the  music.  The  pastor  is  Dr.  John  Mendez. 


Statewide  and  bring  many  people  to 
Christ.  The  building  project  will  be 
accompanied  by  evangelistic  efforts 
employing  a  jointly  developed  flyer, 
he  said. 

Pereira,  BSC  president,  said  the 
conventions'  joint  efforts  were  "a  way 
of  trying  to  be  the  hands  of  Jesus  in  a 
hurting  world."  Using  the  word 
"hands"  as  an  acronym,  Pereira  said 
the  conventions,  empowered  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  should  work  together  as 
Christ's  healing  hands,  anointed 
hands,  nail-pierced  hands,  dedicated 
hands  and  saving  hands. 

Wesley  Wiley,  a  North  Carolina 
native  who  served  as  a  pastor  in  North 
Carolina  and  Washington,  D.C., 
praised  the  joint  plan  to  combine 
home-building  and  faith-sharing  in 
promoting  the  kingdom  of  God. 
Wiley,  who  has  worked  with  the  Home 


Mission  Board  (now  North  American 
Mission  Board)  in  directing  coopera- 
tive ministries,  referenced  Jesus'  com- 
ment that  the  "rich  young  ruler"  was 
not  far  from  the  kingdom  of  God. 
"How  far  is  'not  far'?"  he  asked. 
"How  many  more  conferences  must 
we  hold  together  before  we  move  up?" 

To  get  together,  "we  have  to  work  a 
little  harder,"  he  said,  taking  lumber 
designed  for  fences  and  using  it  to 
build  bridges  instead. 

H.C.  Miller  of  the  GBSC  and  James 
Richardson  of  the  BSC  gave  a  joint 
report  on  evangelism.  "Evangelism  is 
the  heartbeat  of  our  convention," 
Miller  said.  "Christ  is  relevant,  Christ 
is  real,  and  the  church  has.  a  divine 
mandate  to  reach  the  masses." 
Richardson  said  both  conventions  are 


Joining  Hands  continues  on  Page  15 


2ND  TRINITY 
ANNUAL  ■ 
SESSION 

LAYMEN'S  LEAGUE, 
CONGRESS  &  USHERS 

to  be  held  at 
MARTIN  STREET 
BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
1001  East  Martin  Street, 
Raleigh,  NC  27601 
(919)  833-9756 
Dr.  Charles  Bullock,  Pastor 

COMPLETE  DETAILS  ON  PAGE  13 
REGISTRATION  FORMS  ON  PAGE  24 


THE  I18TH  ANNUAL 

SESSION  OF  THE 
WOMAN'S  BAPTIST 
HOME  AND  FOREIGN 
MISSIONARY 
CONVENTION  OF 
NORTH  CAROLINA 
Benton  Convention  Center. 
Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 
July  28  -August  1,  2002 
Reverend  F.O.  Bass,  Jr.,  & 
Mt.  Vernon  Baptist  Church  ■ 
of  High  Point  will  serve  as 
hosts. 

Please  begin  praying  and  mak- 
ing preparation  to  attend  and 
participate  in  this  celebration. 

COMPLETE  DETAILS  ON  PAGE  4. 
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2002  MID-YEAR  SESSION  REPORT  OF  THE 
EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY-TREASURER 


Logan 


By  Reverend  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr.,  Ed.D. 

INTRODUCTION 

Greetings  in  the  precious  name  of 
Jesus  Christ!  Thank  you  for  your 
prayers,  and  stewardship.  2002  repre- 
sents our  135^h  Year  of  MISSION, 
MINISTRY  and  KINGDOM  BUILD- 
ING as  a  Christian  organization.  We 
remember  Lemuel  Washington  Boon, 
William  Warrick  and  others  who  were 
lead  by  God  to  establish  our  "work." 
Many  loyal  and  faithful  souls  have 
gone  before  us.  We  remember  them 
and  memorialize  their  work.  During 
our  135^^  Mid- Year  Session  the 
Baptist  State  Convention  of  North 
Carolina  have  joined  us  as  our  guest. 
We  celebrate  our  long  and  cooperative 
relationship  in  evangelism,  mission 
and  ministry  projects. 

Our  two  conventions  last  met 
together  in  1981  through  the  efforts  of 
our  cooperative  ministry  relationship. 
This   2002   Mid-Year  Celebration 


comes  for  a  call  by  our  two  bodies  for 
mass  evangelism  and  the  building  of 
homes  for  Hurricane  Floyd  survivors. 
The  Baptist  State  Convention  and  the 
General  Baptist  State  Convention 
share  a  common  passion  of  Christian 
witness.  We  care  for  the  least,  lost, 
and  lowly  among  us. 

We  are  gratefiil  for  the  support  and 
full  cooperation  of  Dr.  John  D.  Fuller, 
Sr.,  President;  and  other  elected  offi- 
cers of  the  GBSC,  they  have  all  gone 
beyond  the  call  of  duty  to  make  this 
fiscal  year  successful.  I  am  especially 
indebted  to  our  Baptist  Headquarters 
staff:  We  have  been  blessed  by  the 
leadership  of  our  "Objectives":  Mr. 
Michael  Alston,  Central  Children's 
Home;  Dr.  David  Goatley,  Lott  Carey; 
Dr.  Talbert  O.  Shaw,  Shaw  University 
and  Shaw  University  Divinity  School. 

THE  GBSC  STEWARDSHIP 
REPORT 

Our  Stewardship  has  been  affected 
by  the  tragedy  of  "September  11,  the 
sagging  economy  and  the  statistics 
that  reveal  over  800  of  our  churches 
gave  $200.00  or  less.  As  of  March  3 1 , 
2002  our  expected  stewardship  rev- 
enue is  far  short  of  expected  goals. 
We  have  joined  with  our  Home 
Missions  Department  to  devise  a  plan 
to  reach  our  delinquent  churches  and 
associations.  However  let  me  thank 
each  of  you  that  have  been  faithful  to 
our  cause  of  "Kingdom  Building." 

Our  work  is  significant:  The 
Unified  Plan;  Heath  and  Human 
Service  Program;  Adoption  Foster 
Care  Program;  Evangelism,  and 
Housing  Ministry  have  become  the 
leaders  among  African-American 
Religious  Denominations.    We  also 


thank  ^  w«rik:  of  our  many 
Commissions,  Committees  and 
Councils.  The  pastors,  moderators, 
presidents,  officers,  members  and 
friends  of  the  GBSC  must  be  com- 
mended. Together  we  have  made  a 
difference  in  the  lives  of  the  lost,  for- 
gotten, dispossessed,  oppressed  and 
deeply  hurting  souls. 

SUMMARY  OF  LEGAL  MATTERS 
COMPLETED  BY  THE  GBSC 

The  GBSC  has  no  pending 
legal  action.  We  want  to  thank 
Attorneys  Stephanie  C.  Hand, 
Kenneth  Lewis  '  and  Karlene 
Turrentine  for  their  outstanding  work 
and  professional  support. 

THE  GBSC  AUXILIARIES  AND 
OBJECTI  VES 

Our  "Auxiliaries,  Objectives  and 
Christian  causes"  continue  to  be  the 
basis  of  our  mission  and  ministry  as  a 
Convention.  We  have  been  faithful  to 
the  work  of  the  Laymen's  League, 
Ushers,  Congress  of  Christian 
Education,  Baptist  Student 
Fellowship,  WBH&FMC,  J.  J. 
Johnson  Baptist  Assembly,  State 
Missions,  Shaw  University,  Shaw 
University  Divinity  School,  Central 
Children's  Home,  Lott  Carey  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Convention  and  other 
Christian  causes. 

We  want  to  thank  the  Woman's 
Baptist  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary 
Convention,  Auxiliary  to  the  GBSC 
for  working  closed  with  us  in  the 
improvements  at  the  J.  J.  Johnson 
Baptist  Assembly.  Dr.  Priscilla  A. 
Brodie,  Executive  Secretary- 
Treasurer;  new  President  Julius 
McDonald  and  WBH&FMC  Board 
Members  were  instrumental  in  the 
success  of  our  J.  J.  Johnson  Baptist 
Assembly  Ministry.  We  have  a  staff 
member  on  site  fuUtime  to  coordinate 
and  supervise  the  work  at  the 
Assembly.  Call  Reverend  Eric  Harris, 
910-462-2444,  910-462-3440  fax  to 
schedule  your  events. 

Our  staff  continues  to  travel  the 
State  meeting  GBSC  Leaders,  Pastors 
and  Moderators.  As  your  full-time 
Executive  Secretary  I  am  available  to 
worship  with  your  congregations  on 
Sunday  Mornings.  Please  feel  free  to 
call  on  me.  I  want  to  update  your  con- 
gregations on  the  work  of  the  GBSC. 


We  have  several  GBSC  Field  Workers 
available  to  visit  your  Churches  and 
Associations.  We  provide  workshops 
and  seminars  on  many  Baptist  topics 
and  issues.  Call  us  800-639-GBSC; 
919-821-7466,  919-836-0061  fax,  alo- 
gan(g).gbasc.org.  www.gbsc.org  or 
write  me  at  Baptist  Headquarters,  603 
South  Wilmington  Street,  Raleigh, 
NC,  27601-2338. 

THE  HEALTH  AND  HUMAN  SER- 
VICES PROGRAM 

The  Health  and  Human  Services 
Program,  (HHSP),  is  presently  being 
administered  by  Dr.  Anita  Holmes.  We 
partner  in  The  Diabetes  Education  & 
Outreach  Initiative  Program  and  the 
Minority  Infant  Mortality  Reduction 
Project,  with  the  North  Carolina 
Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services.  The  project  presently  serves 
clients  in  Northhampton,  Bertie  and 
Columbus  Counties. 

The  GBSC  also  supports  a  Church- 
based  training  program  called: 
Diabetes  Today.  This  program  is  spon- 
sored by  the  North  Carolina 
Department  of  Environment,  Health 
and  Natural  Resources.  The  HHSP 
seeks  to  involve  the  church  in  health 
issues  and  health  awareness.  The 
Health  and  Human  Services 
Committee  chaired  by  Reverend 
Comolius  Moore,  Chairman,  manages 
these  programs. 

THE  ADOPTION  AND  FOSTER 
CARE  PROGRAM 

Dr.  Dorothy  Demby-Paige  of 
Bridges,  Inc,  now  heads  the  GBSC 
Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Grant 
Program.  Dr.  Paige  succeeds  her 
spouse  the  late  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Paige. 
Reverend  G.  I.  Allison  now  heads  the 
GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care  com- 
mittee. 

THE  GENERAL  BAPTIST  BOOK- 
STORE 

We  ask  our  Churches  and 
Associations  to  support  our  own 
General  Baptist  Bookstore.  The  store 
is  located  at  our  headquarters  office, 
603  South  Wilmington  Street, 
Raleigh,  NC  27601-2338.  Please  visit 
our  store  or  place  your  church  orders 
by  phone:  800-639-GBSC.  Our  con 

Session  Report  continues  on  Page  21 
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PRESIDENT'S  NEWS 


Baptist  Church  Bodies 

by 

Reverend  Dennis  Leach  BS.  M.  Div., 

1 .  Missionary  Baptist 

2.  Free  Will  Baptist 

3.  Southern  Baptist 

4.  Independent  Baptist 

5.  American  Baptist 

6.  Primitive  Baptist 

7.  Full  Gospel  Baptist 

All  Baptist  have  a  common  begin- 
ning. Those  called  Baptist  have  their 
roots  within  what  may  be  called,  for  a 
lack  of  a  better  term,  the  Free  Church 
movement,  which  found  variant 
expressions  throughout  the  history  of 
Christianity.  From  a  historical  per- 
spective the  term  (Baptist)  cannot  be 
defined  strictly,  it  is  useful  to  describe 
the  effort  of  Christians  of  varying  the- 
ological beliefs  and  ecclesiastical 
backgrounds  to  restore  the  New 
Testament  emphasis  upon  a  Spirit- 
filled  community  of  faith.  In  essence, 
the  Free  Church  ideal  stressed  the 
necessity  of  a  person-to-person  con- 
frontation with  God,  and  so  placed 
only  secondary  emphasis  upon  liturgy, 
formalism,  organization,  and  creedal- 
ism  in  its  rigid  form.  The  Baptists 
belonged,  in  this  respect,  to  what  Ernst 
Troeltsch  has  called  the  "sect-type",  of 
Chrisfianity.  In  contrast  is  the  "church- 
type"  with  its  emphasis  upon  institu- 
tionalism  and  with  an  ecclesiastical 
authority  vested  in  a  priestly  ministry 
that  is  entrusted  with  the  sacraments  of 
grace. 

Accordingly,  Baptist  historically 
have  stressed  the  necessity  of  a 


Christian  experience  for  church  mem- 
bership, the  subordination  of  organiza- 
tion to  a  secondary  position,  a  demo- 
cratic expression  of  church  life,  a  sin- 
gle standard  of  Christian  living  which 
is  radical  in  its  ethical  demands,  and 
the  principle  of  voluntarism  in  church 
support  as  opposed  to  state  support. 

Baptist  Distinctions 

1.  Anabaptist 

2.  Particular 

3.  Regular 

4.  Separate 

Some  Historians  trace  Baptist  roots 
all  way  back  to  John  the  Baptist,  but 
the  above  groups  are  out  of  the  reform 
tradition.  The  Reformation  that  swept 
across  Europe  (1517-1648)  gave  rise 
to  many  distinctions  in  the  church. 

Anabaptists  from:  (Greek  Ana, 
"again,"  and  baptein,  "to  dip  in  water") 
those  who  advocate  rebaptism  in  cer- 
tain instances.  Most  prominently,  then 
16th  century  reformers  who 
renounced  infant  baptism,  stressed  the 
literal  reading  of  Scripture,  and  sup- 
ported the  separation  of  church  and 
state. 

Particular  Baptist:  A  group  of 
Baptists  that  began  in  England  in  the 
17th  century  (1633)  and  that  held  to  a 
Calvinistic  view  of  theology. 
Calvinistic  theology  is  also  called 
Reformation  theology,  and  its  key 
emphasis  include  the  Scriptures  as 
authority,  Christ  as  the  sole  agent  of 
salvation,  and  faith  as  the  means  of 
justification. 


Fuller 


Separate  Baptist:  Separatist  or 
Strict  Congregational  churches 
appeared  in  New  England,  so-called 
because  they  insisted  upon  an  experi- 
ence of  regeneration  for  membership 
and  separated  themselves  from  any 
halfway  measures.  The  Separate 
Baptist  movement  had  in  it  the  fire  and 
fervor  of  the  Whitefield  revival.  The 
emotional  appeal  of  evangelist  George 
Whitefield  reached  the  masses,  most 
of  whom  had  been  indifferent  to  reli- 


gion. Their  reaction  to  a  harrowing 
conviction  of  sin  was  manifested  in 
unusual  expressions  of  primitive  emo- 
tions: weeping,  wailing,  the  "holy 
laugh"  which  fi-equently  accompanied 
the  convert's  ecstasy  of  joy,  dancing, 
and  the  cruder  forms  of  emotional 
excitement,  such  as  barking  like  a  dog, 
uncontrollable  jerking  or  muscular 
spasms  of  the  body,  and  falling  to  the 
ground  in  a  dead  faint. 

These  phenomena  tended  to  divide 
Christians  into  two  camps:  those  who 
approved  and  encouraged  such  occur- 
rences as  evidences  of  the  working  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  those  who  strong- 
ly disapproved  them.  Its  earliest 
adherents  were  converted  in  New 
England,  where  there  were  frequent 
occurrences  of  entire  Congregational 
churches  and  their  ministers,  who  had 
separated  Irom  the  established  church 
and  its  Half- Way  Covenant,  becoming 
Baptist.  In  their  preaching  they  were 
more  noisy  and  zealous. 

BoptisI  church  continues  on  page  19 


Only  10%  made  the  grade. 

How  did  your  insurance  company  do? 

l,;isl  year,  only  lO'-'i  of  Anicnca^  cinmncrcial  lines 
pntperty  and  casualt\  Insmanct.'  companies  reeciveJ  A  M.  Bcsl  s 

"Superior" "  rating  k>r  tinancial  slreiiL'lh.  ( "hua  h  Mutual  has 
eanicil  ihc  distinetion  tor  49  eonsceuino  \ear^.  Sii|Xthii  lirniieial 
slabilily  -  another  tvason  more  ehurelics  iriisi  The  S(vcnli-~i 

Church  A 
IVIutual/1 

3(lil<i  Schuslcr  I  jric  •  1*0.  Bi»  .'.'^7  •  Mrarili  •  Wl  •  .s4452  •  1-X(K)-.S54-.''.M?  •  www.churdiniutuul  com 


Hanging  With  Mr.  Cooper 

Customer  Clothiers 
Larry  J.  Cooper 

President/CEO 

1-800-266-7515  •  Fax  949-260-2099 
5000  Birch  St.,  West  Tower,  Suite  4000, 
Newport  Beach,  CA  92660 


Page  Four 


Baptist  Informer 


June  2002 


WOMEN'S  CONVENTION  NEWS 


Dr.  Brodie 

A  FATHER'S  IDEAL 
INSTRUCTION 

By  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  Brodie 

In  Proverbs  1:8-18  and  3:5-8  we 
find  God's  Word  and  Wisdom 
Communicated  through  a  God  fearing 
father  who  desires  the  best  for  his 
child.  Let's  consider  this  admonition: 

My  Son,  hear  the  instruction  of 
thy  father,  and  forsake  not  the  law 
of  thy  mother: 

For  they  shall  be  an  ornament  of 
grace  unto  thy  head,  and  chains 
about  thy  neck. 

My  son,  if  sinners  entice  thee, 
consent  thou  not. 

If  they  say.  Come  with  us,  let  us 
lay  wait  for  blood,  let  us  lurk  privi- 
ly for  the  innocent  without  cause. 

Let  us  swallow  them  up  alive  as 
the  grave;  and  whole,  as  those  that 
go  down  into  the  pit: 

We  shall  find  all  precious  sub- 
stance, we  shall  fill  our  houses  with 
spoil: 

Cast  in  thy  lot  among  us;  let  us 
all  have  one  purse: 

My  son,  walk  not  thou  in  the  way 
with  them;  refrain  thy  foot  from 
their  path: 

For  their  feet  run  to  evil,  and 
make  haste  to  shed  blood. 

Surely  in  vain  the  net  is  spread  in 
the  sight  of  any  bird. 

And  they  lay  wait  for  their  own 
blood;  they  lurk  privily  for  their 
own  lives. 

Trust  in  the  LORD  with  all  thine 
heart;  and  lean  not  unto  thine  own 
understanding. 

Ideal  Father  continues  on  page  5 


118TH  ANNUAL  SESSION  EVENTS 

The  118th  Annual  Session  of  the  Woman's  Baptist  Home  and  Foreign 
Missionary  Convention  of  North  Carolina  will  convene  in  Winston-Salem, 
North  Carolina  at  the  Benton  Convention  Center.  Please  begin  praying  and  mak- 
ing preparation  to  attend  and  participate  in  this  celebration. 

The  session  convenes  during  the  week  of  July  28-August  1,  2002.  Reverend 
F.O.  Bass,  Jr.,  and  Mt.  Vernon  Baptist  Church  of  High  Point  will  serve  as  hosts. 
The  headquarters  hotel  is  the  Adam's  Mark  inWinston-Salem. 

Among  the  activities  are: 

1.  A  Communion  Service  on  Sunday  evening,  July  28th,  2002  at  7:00  p.m.  at 

New  Bethel  Baptist  Church.  There  will  not  be  a  pre-convention  musical 
on  Sunday  evening. 

2.  The  Johnnie  Blunt  McLester  Pre-ConventioU'  Banquet  on  Monday 

evening,  July  29^^,  2002  at  6:00  p.m.  at  the  Benton  Convention  Center. 
You  may  secure  tickets  from  the  office  of  the  Woman's  Convention  now. 
-  Tickets  purchased  by  the  advance  deadline  of  June  22,  2002  are  $30.00 
each.  Tickets  purchased  on  site  are  $3 1 .00  each.  Please  send,  to  the  office 
now  for  tickets. 

3.  Missions  Study  Classes  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday  (July  30- 

August  1,  2002),  beginning  at  8:00A.M. in  the  Convention  Center  and 
Adams  Mark  Hotel.  Pre-registration  information  is  available  for  class 
registration.  There  will  be  classes  for  Pastors  and  Senior,  Young  Adult 
and  Youth  missionaries.  A  pastor  will  teach  the  class  for  pastors. 

4.  Youth  Projects  on  Tuesday,  July  30,  2002. 

5.  The  Young  Adult  Missions  Prayer  Breakfast  on  Tuesday,  July  30  at  6:45 

a.m.  The  advance  donation  is  $15.00:  at  the  door,  $16.00.  Space  is  lim- 
ited. Please  send  to  the  office  for  tickets  now. 

6.  The  Ministers'  Wives  and  Widows  Fellowship  Luncheon  on  Tuesday, 

July  30  at  12:30  p.m.  The  advance  donation  is  $15.00;  at  the  door, 
$16.00.  Space  is  limited.  Please  send  to  the  office  for  tickets  now. 

7.  The  Youth  Prayer  "Pizza  Party"  during  the  conventional  week  (time  and 

place  to  be  announced.)  The  advance  donation  is  $7.00;  at  the  door, 
$8.00.  Space  may  be  limited.  Please  send  to  the  office  for  tickets  now. 

8.  Annual  Address  of  President  McDonald,  along  with  the  report  of 

Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  Brodie,  on  Wednesday  morning  (July 
31). 

9.  Early  Morning  Prayer  Hour  from  6:00  a.m.  to  7:00  a.m.  Tuesday  through 

Thursday. 

10.  Executive  Committee  Meeting  on  Monday,  July  29  at  9:00  A.M.  The 

Executive  Board  will  meet  at  10:00  A.M.  The  General  Board  will  meet 
at  1 :45  PM. 

Representation  and  Pre-registration  fees  should  be  sent  to  the  office  by  July 
5,  2002.  Fee  information  and  forms  have  been  mailed  to  District  Chairpersons 
and  Circle,  Union,  and  Auxiliary  Presidents.  Chairpersons  and  Presidents, 
please,  contact  the  office  if  you  have  not  received  your  Annual  Session  pre-reg- 
istration information. 

Please  be  reminded  that  the  2001-2002  budget  is  $801,357.00.  We  need  approx- 
imately $465,762.85  to  reach  the  budget.  Please  bring  or  send,  before  the 
Convention,  the  greatest  part  of  the  balance  of  your  quotas.  Our  fiscal  year  ends 
August  31,  2002.  This  is  the  tenth  month  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Please  make  checks  /  mo.  payable  to  the  Woman's  Baptist  Home  and 
Foreign  Missionary  Convention  or  the  Woman's  Baptist  State  Convention. 
Please  mail  contributions  and  correspondence  to:  Woman's  Baptist  State 
Convention,  PO  Box  1818,  Raleigh,  NC  27602. 


Young 


Rev.  Mary  Young  is 
Banquet  Speaker 

The  Johnnie  B.  McLester  Pre- 
Convention  Banquet  of  the  Woman's 
Baptist  Home  &  Foreign  Missionary 
Convention  will  be  held  on  Monday, 
July  29,  2002,  at  6:00  PM.  at  the 
Benton 
Convention 
Center, 
Winston- 
Salem. 
Reverend 
Mary  Young 
will  be  the 
guest  speak- 
er. 

Rev. 
Young,  a 
native  of  En  ,Jid,  North  Carolina, 
received  a  B.S.  degree  in  Mathematics 
and  a  graduate  degree  from  the  School 
of  Theology  of  Virginia  Union 
University,  Richmond,  Virginia.  She 
is  currently  a  doctoral  candidate  at 
Union  Theological  Seminary  and 
Presbyterian  School  of  Christian 
Education. 

Her  experience  as  a  teacher,  lectur- 
er and  workshop  facilitator  include  the 
areas  of  prayer,  leadership  develop- 
ment, family  ministry,  discipleship, 
evangelism,  workshop  and  preaching. 
She  regularly  teaches  at  the  week  long 
Congress  of  Christian  Education  for 
the  Baptist  General  Convention  of 
Virginia.  She  was  chosen  as  a  partici- 
pant in  the  Association  of  Theological 
Schools  Women  in  Leadership  in 
Theological  Education  program. 

Reverend  Young  holds  member- 
ship in  the  ABCOTS  Minister's 
Council,  Baptist  Minister's 
Conference  of  Richmond  and  Vicinity, 
America  Baptist  Women  In  Ministry 
and  several  other  organizations. 

She  is  the  wife  of  Reverend  Barry 
Young,  pastor  of  Mosley  Memorial 
Baptist  Church,  where  she  serves  in 
several  ministries.  They  are  the  proud 
parents  of  a  daughter,  Jessica.  The 
family  resides  in  King  William, 
Virginia. 
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MISSIONS  PRAYER  BREAKFAST 

Sponsored  By 
The  Young  Adult  Department 
of  the 

Woman's  Baptist  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Convention, 
Auxiliary  to  GBSC 

Tuesday,  July  30,  2002 
Adam's  Mark,  Winston-Salem 
6:45A.M.-8:00  A.M. 

200  spaces  have  been  reserved  (first  come,  first  served).  The  advance 
donation  is  $15.00  per  person  and  $16.00  per  person  at  the  door.  The 
donation,  along  with  form,  should  be  sent  to  later  than  July  12,  2002,  so 
that  the  breakfast  ticket(s)  can  be  mailed  to  you  before  the  Convention. 
Seniors,  Young  Adults  and  Youth  are  invited. 

(A  feature  of  interest  will  be  presented.) 


Name 


MISSIONS  PRAYER  BREAKFAST 
Tuesday,  July  30,  2002 
Young  Adult  Department,  WBH&FMC 

Date 


Mailing  Address_ 


Church 


Pastor 


Amount  Enclosed 
Telephone  No.  


Number  of  Tickets  Desired 


Signed 


Please  mail  form  and  money  to:     Woman's  Baptist  State  Convention 

P.O.  Box  1818 
Raleigh,  NC  27602 
(Please  return  form  with  funds  no  later  than  July  12,  2002.) 


Ideal  Father  continues 

In  all  thy  ways  acknowledge  him, 
and  he  shall  direct  thy  paths. 

Be  not  wise  in  thine  own  eyes: 
fear  the  Lord,  and  depart  from  evil. 

It  shall  be  health  to  thy  navel, 
and  marrow  to  thy  bones. 

This  parental  instruction  from  God 
is  of  significant  value  to  communicat- 
ing to  youth  of  today,  as  well  as  when 
it  was  written.  God's  Word  needs  no 
revision.  Do  not  fathers  today  have 
the  charge  to  give  Godly  admonition 
and  also  live  before  their  children  in 
order  to  steer  them  away  from  the 
fowler's  snares? 


TO  ALL  FATHERS, 
HAPPY  FATHER'S  DAY! 


(Please  read  all  information  in  this 
paper,  regarding  the  events  of  the 
July  Session,  the  Banquet  speaker, 
and  the  State-Wide  Leaders' 
Workshop  review.  Please  complete 
the  registration  forms  for 
Minister's  Wives  Luncheon  and  the 
Mission's  Prayer  on  this  page  and 
the  Mission's  Prayer  Pizza  Party  on 
Page  11.) 


"TRANSFORMING... THROUGH  CHRISTIAN 
COMMUNICATION" 

By  Ms.  Jean  Lloyd 

"Transforming  the  Family 
Through  Christian  Communication" 
was  the  theme  for  the  Thirty-Second 
Annual  State-Wide  Leaders' 
Workshop  which  was  held  April  6, 
2002  at  the  Raleigh  Convention 
Center.  The  Senior  Session  opened 
with  Second  Vice  President,  with  Mrs. 
Audrey  Battle  presiding.  Mrs.  Cleo 
Bowden,  Worship  Chairperson,  led  the 
congregation  in  the  Worship  and 
Praise  Moments.  Other  devotion  par- 
ticipants included  Mrs.  Claudine 
Garrett  and  Mrs.  Patricia  Russell. 

Mrs.  Lillian  Williams  shared  sev- 
eral points  in  her  discussion  of  the 
theme,  with  emphasis  on  these  points: 
teach  children  about  God;  spend  time 
together  as  family  members;  and  pray 


Julias  McDonald 
President  of  WBH  &  FMC 

as  a  family.  Mrs.  Carolyn  Hines  gave 
spiritual  uplifting  as  she  sang  "His  Eye 
Is  On  the  Sparrow."  President  Julias 
McDonald  extended  greetings.  Dr. 
Priscilla  A.  Brodie,  Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer,  gave 

Transforming  continues  on  page  II 


MISSION  PRAYER  PIZZA  PARTY  REGISTRATION  FORM 
ON  PAGE  11  -  PHOTOS  OF  STATEWIDE  LEADERSHIP 
WORKSHOP  ON  PAGES  8  &  9 


WBH&FMC  MINISTERS'  WIVES  LUNCHEON 

TUESDAY,  JULY  30,  2002 

Place  To  Be  Announced,  Winston-Salem 

Advance  Donation  -  $15.00  Per  Person 
At  The  Door  Donation  -  $16.00  Per  Person 

(URGENT!  Please  Pre-Register  by  July  12,  2002) 

WBH&FMC  MINISTERS' WIVES  LUNCHEON 
Tuesday,  July  30,  2002 

Pre-Registration 

Name  Date 


Mailing  Address 
Church 


Pastor 


Amount  Enclosed 


Telephone  # 


Signed 


Please  mail  blank  and  money  to:      Woman's  Baptist  State  Convention 

P.O.  Box  1818 
Raleigh,  NC  27602 
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VICE  PRESIDENT'S  NEWS 


FOURTH  VICE  PRESIDENT 


THIRD  VICE  PRESIDENT  -  SHAW  NEWS 


Reverend  Nilous  M.  Avery,  II  -  M.  Div. 
GBSC  Fourth  Vice  President 

To  the  holy  and  faithful  sisters  and 
brothers  in  Christ  of  the  General 
Baptist  family:  Grace  and  peace  to  you 
from  God  our  Creator,  Redeemer,  and 
Sustainer.  In  concurrence  with  the 
Apostle  Paul  &  his  relationship  to  the 
church  at  Phillppi,  I  thank  my  God 
every  time  I  remember  you.  Why? 
"Because  of  your  partnership  in  the 
gospel  and  the  confidence  of  knowing 
that  God«will  finish  what  was  started 
(a  good  work  in  each  of  you)  and  carry 
it  on  to  completion  until  the  day  of 
Jesus  Christ"  (Philippians  1 :5-6,  para- 
phrased). 

Several  years  ago,  songwriter 
Jimmy  Owens  wrote  a  song  entitled 
"Forgive  Me,  My  Friend."  In  this 
song,  he  posed  a  rather  revealing  ques- 
tion: Have  we  failed  those  around  us 
who  look  to  see  a  glimpse  of  Christ  in 
us?  In  other  words,  as  Christians  who 
are  called  to  be  the  "light  of  the 
world,"  have  we  lit  our  lamps  and  put 
them  under  a  bowl?  Does  the  world 
around  us  view  us  as  a  city  on  a  hill 
that  cannot  be  hidden?  Are  we  failing 
those  who  look  to  see  a  glimpse  of 
Christ  in  us? 

Wait  a  minute!  A  glimpse  of 
Christ...  in  us?  YES!  Jesus  seemingly 
gave  the  world  permission  to  expect  a 
glimpse  of  Christ  in  US.  Why  else 
would  Jesus  issue  this  timeless  chal- 
lenge to  His  disciples  of  yesterday,  for 
today,  and  through  forever  "Let  your 
light  shine  (for  everyone),  that  they 
may  see  your  good  deeds  and  praise 
(God)  in  heaven"  (Matthew  5:16,  ). 

How  awesome,  how  profound,  how 
scary!  A  glimpse  of  Christ  in  us: 
•  A  glimpse  of  Christ's  COURAGE 
as  displayed  by  Peter  and  John  who 
decided  to  preach  in  the  name  of 
Jesus,  anyway,  anywhere,  and  anyhow 


(Acts  4:18-19). 

•  A  glimpse  of  Christ's  COMPLETE 
STEWARDSHIP  as  displayed  by  the 
poor  widow  who  gave  all  she  had  to 
live  on  (Mark  12:42  &  Luke  21 :2). 

•  A  glimpse  of  Christ's  COMPAS- 
SION as  displayed  by  Stephen  when 
he  prayed  for  his  mockers  and  murder- 
ers (Acts  7:60). 

•  A  glimpse  of  Christ's  CONSTANT 
&  CONSISTENT  PRESENCE  as  dis- 
played by  the  women  before  the  cross, 
at  the  cross,  at  the  tomb,  on  Ascension 
Day,  and  before/during/after  the  Day 
of  Pentecost. 

Many  lives  have  been  influenced 
because  of  the  glimpses  of  Christ  in 
Christians  who  have  left  footprints  on 
the  sands  of  time.  My  beloved  sisters 
and  brothers,  has  anyone's  life  been 
positively  influenced  because  they 
saw  a  glimpse  of  Christ  in  us?  Has  our 
resistance  to  temptation  and  trust  in 
God  been  a  beacon  of  light  to  a  weary 
traveler  who  may  be  looking  for  a 
glimpse  of  Christ  in  us?  Have  we  have 
embraced  and  exhibited  a  life  surren- 
dering and  will-submitting  PAS- 
SION FOR  GOD.  -.  COMPASSION 
FOR  PEOPLE? 

The  opportunity  to  provide  a 
glimpse  of  Christ  in  us  is  here  and 
now!  The  children/youth  of  our 
Central  Children's  Home  in  Oxford 
are  watching  and  waiting  to  catch  a 
glimpse  of  Christ  in  us.  Let  us  shine 
our  lights  and  stand  tall  as  a  city  on  a 
hill  for  God  through  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord  and  Savior.  Today,  this  day,  I  am 
challenging  every  General  Baptist  dis- 
ciple of  Jesus  Christ  to  become  a 
"glimpse-provider"  through  your  sup- 
port (financial,  spiritual)  of  the  Central 
Children's  Home  and  other  General 
Baptist  objectives. 
Contact: 

Mr.  Michael  Alston,  Exec.  Director 

211  West  Antioch  Drive 

Oxford,  NC  27565 

E-mail:  cch(^gloryroad.net 

(919)  693-7617;  (919)  693-1213; 

(919)  693-3963  Fax 

Reverend  Nilous  M.  Avery,  II, 

Pastor,  Mt  Zion  Miss.  Baptist  Christ 

413  N.  Church  Street/RO.  Box  2767 

Salisbury,  NC  28145-2767 

E-mail;  averyrevkin@aol.com 

(704)  637-0954;  (704)  633-6227; 

(704)  637-1137  Fax 

"The  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  be  with 

you.  My  love  to  all  of  you  in  Christ 

Jesus.  Amen.(l  Corinthians  16:23-24, 

NIV). 


By  Reverend 
N.  T.  Davis  - 

(pictured  right) 
GBSC  Third 
Vice  President 

-  Shaw 
University  & 
Shaw  Divinity 
School 


Grace  and  Peace  be  unto  you  from 
God  the  Father  and  from  His  only  Son 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  may  the 
Holy  Spirit  lead  and  guide  you  until 
the  return  of  the  Son. 

Graduation  was  May  12,  2002  and 
we  wish  all  the  graduates  the  best  in 
life.  We  are  praying  for  your  success 
and  future.  Let  God  be  the  center  of 
your  lives. 

To  Shaw  University  and  Shaw 
University  Divinity  School  President 
Dr.  Talbert  0.  Shaw  and  to  the  Dean  of 
the  Divinity  School,  Dr.  A.  T 
Roberson  thank  you  for  the  service 
you  rendered  all  year!  To  the  youth  at 
Shaw,  the  Divinity  School,  and  the 
staff  who  make  the  good  thing  happen 
at  the  University.  We  are  praying  for 
you  to  have  a  Happy  Summer. 

Summer  School  will  start  May  15, 
2002  and  we  wish  those  who  are 
involved  well.  Thanks  for  the 
"Upward  Bound  Program"  that  will 
enrich  the  lives  of  our  youth.  Also 


thank  you  for  hosting  the  Loft  Carey 
Conference  each  year.  It  is  our  prayer 
and  Hope  that  you  will  find  Peace  this 
summer  and  some  much-needed  rest. 

We  know  some  will  be  looking  for 
jobs  and  we  hope  you  will  be  success- 
ful. There  will  be  a  Leadership 
Conference  for  Pastors  and  Church 
Leaders  in  June  on  campus. 

Things  are  looking  dim  in  the  work 
place  as  far  as  new  jobs  are  concerned. 
We  are  praying  for  those  who  graduate 
those  who  are  looking  for  work  and 
we  wish  you  well.  God  is  still  in  the 
blessing  business  and  will  make  a  way 
for  His  children. 

Let  us  trust  in  the  Lord  with  all  our 
heart  and  lean  not  into  our  own  under- 
standing. In  all  thy  ways  acknowledge 
Him  and  He  will  direct  our  path.  God 
knows  your  ups  and  downs.  God 
knows  when  you  are  on  the  rough  side 
of  the  mountain  for  He  put  you  there 
to  teach  you  how  to  climb.  You  can't 
climb  on  smooth  mountains. 

Therefore  we  need  the  rough  places 
to  hold  on  to.  God  knows  what  His 
children  need  even  before  we  ask,  but 
He  wants  us  to  turn  to  him  and  call  on 
Him,  and  He  will  supply  all  of  our 
needs.  King  David  testifies  that  I  was 
young  and  now  I  am  old,  but  I've 
never  seen  the  righteous  forsaken  or 
His  seed  begging  bread.  Psalms  37:25 
God  blesses  you  all  and  have  a  nice 
summer. 
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VICE  PRESIDENT  AT  LARGE 


SECOND  VICE  PRESIDENT 


By  Reverend 
Charles  T. 
Bullock 

(pictured  left) 

Vice  President 
At  Large 


Equipping  And  Encouraging  The 
Church  To  Serve  The  Present  Age 

As  Disciples  of  Christ,  we  have  the 
responsibihty  to  help  other  members 
in  the  body  of  Christ  to  grow  in  faith 
and  service.  The  ministry  is  for  all  that 
are  called  to  share  in  Christ's  life. 
Through  Education  and  Research  we 
can  use  our  gifts  to  build  up  of  the 
body  of  Christ.  Integrity  and 
Commitment  exemplifies  our  charac- 
ter and  dedication  for  carrying  out  the 
mandates  of  Christ. 

Therefore,  we  shall  consider  to 
some  degree  what  the  church  is  and  is 
not  designed  for  as  we  focus  attention 
on  the  following  questions.  Does  God 
have  a  purpose  for  the  individual  in 
today's  world?  Does  God  have  a  spe- 
cific purpose  for  the  local  congrega- 
tions of  believers,  local  associations 
and  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina? 

The  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  is  in  existence  because  of 
the  local  associations  and  individual 
believers  of  a  local  congregation,  the 
church.  Therefore  as  disciples  of 
Christ  we  emphasize  that  the  church  is 
not  in  the  world  to  convince  men  and 
women  of  its  relevance  to  contempo- 
rary life.  Rather  it  is  here  to  convict 
this  present  age  of  sin  through  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel. 

The  church  is  not  in  the  world  to  win 
the  allegiance  of  each  individual  to  an 
organization.  It  exists  for  the  purpose 
of  winning  humanity  to  Christ.  The 
purpose  of  the  church  is  not  to  pro- 
claim an  ideology  compatible  with  the 
world's  outlook.  The  church  is  the 
custodian  and  minister  of  spiritual 
truth  as  revealed  in  the  scriptures. 

God,  through  the  Holy  Spirit,  has 
equipped  each  believer  with  a  spiritu- 
al gift  or  gifts  to  serve.  These  gifts  are 
given  "For  the  perfecting  of  the 
saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for 
the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ  (Eph. 
4:12).  We  should  help  individuals  to 


identify  and  recognize  their  spiritual 
gifts,  their  importance  and  purpose, 
and  equip  them  to  use  these  gifts  to 
serve  the  present  age.  Likewise,  the 
Convention  should,  through  research 
and  educational  opportunities,  help  to 
equip  the  church  to  use  its  many  and 
important  resources  to  serve  the  pres- 
ent age. 

We  recognize  that  there  will  be  chal- 
lenges as  we  enhance  our  efforts  to 
equip  and  encourage  individuals, 
churches,  and  associations  to  serve 
this  present  age.  However,  we  recog- 
nize that  challenges  for  Christians  are 
not  new  and  are  to  be  expected.  We  are 
confident  that  as  we  go  forth  to  serve, 
God  will  not  allow  the  problems  to 
defeat  us.  We  read  in  the  book  of 
Numbers  that  Moses  sent  out  the 
twelve  spies  to  spy  out  the  promise 
land. 

"Then  Caleb  quieted  the  people 
before  Moses,  and  said,  "let  us  go  up 
at  once  and  take  possession,  for  we 
are  well  able  to  overcome  it.  "  But  the 
men  who  had  gone  up  with  him  said, 
"we  are  not  able  to  go  up  against  the 
people,  for  they  are  stronger  than  we. 
"And  they  gave  the  children  of  Israel  a 
bad  report  of  the  land  which  they  had 
spied  out,  saying,  "The  land  through 
which  we  have  gone  as  spies  is  a  land 
that  devours  its  inhabitants,  and  all 
the  people  whom  we  saw  in  it  are  men 
of  great  stature"  (Numbers  13:30-32). 

Ten  of  the  spies  saw  the  problem, 
but  Joshua  and  Caleb  saw  the  possibil- 
ities. Their  purpose  in  spying  was  not 
to  determine  if  the  land  could  be 
taken.  That  had  already  been  decided. 
Their  purpose  was  to  decided  how  best 
to  accomplish  the  task.  The  twelve 
found  the  land  to  be  exceedingly  good 
land,  flowing  with  milk  and  honey. 
They  saw  the  giants,  the  sons  of  Anak. 
But  Caleb  and  Joshua  saw  these  giants 
in  the  light  of  God  and  therefore  were 
in  no  sense  terrified  by  them;  they  rep- 
resented only  an  opportunity. 

It  is  not  for  us  to  decide  to  serve  this 
present  age;  that  has  already  been 
decided.  The  calling  of  God  is  upon 
our  lives.  There  are  church  problems, 
social  problems,  family  problems, 
national  problems,  international  prob- 
lems and  individual  problems.  We 
cannot  ignore  them.  They  will  not 
defeat  us.  Let  us,  like  Joshua  and 
Caleb,  put  out  faith  in  the  power  of 
God  and  dedicate  us  completely  to  the 
Lord  and  trust  him  for  the  results.  Let 

Present  age  continues  on  page  12 


From  Rev.  David  Emmanuel  Goatley, 
Ph.D 

Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  -  Lott 
Carey  Convention 

Dear  Friends: 

You  and  1  share  a  richly  caring 
Christian  heritage.  But  these  days,  it's 
easy  for  us  to  get  caught  up  with  our- 
selves. If  we  aren't  careful,  we  can  get 
consumed  with  our  own  families,  our 
own  communities,  our  own  ambitions. 
In  short,  our  world  can  get  too  small 
and  our  future  can  get  too  thin. 

That's  why  I'm  inviting  you  and 
your  church  to  become  a  part  of  the 
Lott  Carey  family.  Since  it's  founding 
in  1 897,  Lott  Carey  has  been  a  bound- 
ary-breaking, big-stepping,  world- 
embracing  outreach  of  African 
American  Christians.  People  like  you. 
People  like  me. 

Through  a  contribution  from  you  or 
your  church  family,  you  can  be  a  part 
of  this  effective,  spiritually  sensitive 
missionary  effort.  Lott  Carey  will  help 
you  break  free.  Lott  Carey  will  help 
you  reach  out.  Lott  Carey  will  help 
you  better  connect  to  the  joyful, 
worldwide  community  of  God. 

In  the  last  few  years,  as  Lott 
Carey's  chief  executive,  I've  traveled 
widely  around  our  world.  I've  inter- 
acted with  Lott  Carey's  dynamic  mis- 
sion partners  in  places  like  Guyana, 
India,  Jamaica,  Kenya,  Liberia, 
Nigeria,  South  Africa,  Zimbabwe,  and 
more. We've  laughed  together,  danced 
together,  prayed  together,  and  worked 
together.  How  I  wish  you  could  meet 
them! 

From  their  testimonies,  I  know 
what  a  difference  Lott  Carey  makes. 
That's  why  I'm  asking  you  to  join  me 
as  a  contributing  partner.  Lott  Carey 
will  stretch  your  steps.  Lott  Carey  will 
enrich  your  soul.  Lott  Carey  will 
strengthen  your  hands. 

Lott  Carey  will  connect  you  and 
your  congregation  with  an  empower- 
ing God  who  is,  even  now,  at  work 


Dr.  Howard  W.  Parker, 
Jr. 

Second  Vice  President  - 
Lott  Carey  Convention 


breaking  through  the  evil  and  injustice 
of  our  world.  Preaching,  teaching, 
healing,  feed- 
ing, caring  for 
others,  these 
are  Lott 
Carey's  agen- 
da. 

With  you, 
we're 
responding  to 
the  global 
HIV/AIDS 
crisis  that  is 

ravishing  sisters  and  brothers  in 
Africa.  Everywhere  we  go,  we  "do" 
the  gospel  while  helping  build  a  new 
generation  of  Christian  leaders  around 
the  world. 

When  you  contribute  to  Lott  Carey, 
your  money  goes  far.  We're  focused. 
We're  honest.  And  we  don't  get  dis- 
tracted. From  the  beginning,  Lott 
Carey  has  been  missions,  pure  and 
simple.  I  believe  we  practice  the  best 
stewardship  of  money  that  you  will 
find  anywhere.  We're  a  worldwide 
outreach  that  you  and  your  congrega- 
tion can  be  proud  of 

Won't  you  join  us  as  we  link  arms 
with  sisters  and  brothers  around  the 
world  to  spread,  and  do,  the  good 
news  of  Jesus?  Everybody  is  some- 
body with  Lott  Carey. 

That's  why  we  "come  alongside" 
national  Christian  leaders,  laboring 
together  for  Christ.  Under  their  leader- 
ship, we  do  evangelism,  education, 
and  empowerment.  You'll  find  that  as 
we  work  together  to  meet  the  physical 
and  spiritual  needs  of  God's  people, 
all  of  us  grow.  All  of  us  are  blessed.  So 
join  me.  Together,  we'll  break  through 
the  walls.  Together,  we'll  feel  the 
Spirit's  power.  And  together,  we'll 
know  the  truth  of  that  old  song,  "He  s 
got  the  whole  world  in  His 
hands...  "Isn't  it  time  we  recovered  our 
heritage?  I'm  ready  for  God's  anoint- 
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HIGHUGHTS  OF  THE  32ND  STATEWTOE  LEADERS  WORKSHOP 


The  32nd  Statewide  Leaders' 
Workshop  was  held  at  the  Raleigh 
Civic  Center  on  April  6,  2002. 
(from  left  to  right)  are:  Rev. 
Jeremiah  Robinson,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Marrow,  4th  Vice 
President;  Mrs.  Linda  Inman,  3rd 
Vice  President;  Mrs.  Audrey 
Battle,  2nd  Vice  President;  Mrs. 
Bronnie  Daniels,  1st  Vice 
President;  Mrs.  Julias  McDonald, 
President;  Dr.  Pricilla  A.  Brodie, 
Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  of 
the  WBSC. 


Youth  Session  Directors  and 
panel  participants  in  panel 
discussion  for  the  young 
adults,  (left  to  right):  Mrs. 
Helen  Judd,  Associate 
Director;  Ms.  Vanessa 
Gregory,  Director;  Mr. 
Sigmond  Jenrette,  Asst. 
Chair  Director;  Ms. 
Jewelyn  Dunn  and  Ms. 
Tilda  MitchelL 


Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  Pricilla  A.  Brodie  gives  the 
Directives  for  the  32nd  Statewide  Leader's  Workshop. 


President  Julias  McDonald  is  giving  greetings  to  all  of  the 
Workshop  participants. 


Mrs.  Carolyn  Mines  sings  a  solo  for  the  crowd 
during  the  Senior  Session  program. 


PRESENTERS  AT  THE  STATEWIDE  LEADERS  WORKSHOP  SENIOR  SESSION 


Third  Vice  President  Minister  Linda  Inman 


Ms.  Betty  Adams 


Mrs.  Blanch  Wimherly 
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MORE  HIGHLIGHTS  . . . 


"Proclaim  The  Word" 
By  Ms,  Linda  Peele 

The  Missionary  Training  Institute 

was  held  March  11*  _  15*,  2002,  at 

f  New  Bethany  Baptist  Missionary 

'  Church,  Harrellsville,  NC  at  7:00  P.M. 
nightly.  Reverend  William  C.  Clark  is 
the  pastor.  Reverend  Elbert  Lee,  Jr., 
was  the  moderator;  Ms.  Linda  Peele  is 
President  of  the  Woman's  Auxiliary, 

;  and  Ms.  Delia  Moore  served  as 
Assistant  Directress.  The  training  was 

.  divided  into  4  classes. 

^  Mrs.  Audrey  T.  Battle  taught  the 
adult  class.  She  is  the  Second  Vice- 
President  of  the  Woman's  Baptist  State 

■  Convention  of  North  Carolina.  The 
study  book  was  Getting  Acquainted 

;  With  The  Bible.  In  addition  to  the 
study  book,  Mrs.  Battle  shared  hand- 

;  outs  with  the  group  each  night.  They 
included  handouts  about  the  "Bible", 
i  What  Is  The  Bible",  and  "What  Does 
The  Bible  Say  About  Jesus", 
"Understanding  The  Gospel", 
"Finding  Out  Ways  Around  The 
Bible",  "The  Ten  Commandments  and 
Me."  Mrs.  Battle  asked  the  question, 
"When  you  read  scripture,  how  do  you 
see  Jesus?"  She  also  told  us  that  we 
should  state;  "It  is  my  intention  to  read 
the  Bible  so  that  the  Bible  gets  my 
attention."  We  must  know  what  we  are 


about.  There  were  150  adults  regis- 
tered for  the  week  and  55  received  cer- 
tificates for  attending  at  least  4  nights. 

Minister  Belinda  Smith  and  Mrs. 
Terri  Cheatham  taught  the  teen  class. 
The  teens  used  the  book  entitled  The 
Bondage  Brealter.  There  were  sever- 
al informal  discussions  each  night 
including  using  makeup  or  paint  as  the 
Bible  refers  to  it.  The  class  was  told 
that  "paint"  came  from  women  (prosti- 
tutes) who  wanted  to  appeal  to  men. 
Another  discussion  was  about  being 
baptized  and  saved.  They  were  asked 
how  and  why  did  they  get  baptized. 
Most  said  they  got  baptized  because 
their  parents/grandparents  told  them  to 
and  some  did  it  because  others  did. 
Some,  however,  said  they  got  baptized 
because  they  wanted  to  and  felt  that 
they  were  led  by  God  to  do  it.  Another 
discussion,  which  was  the  basis  for 
their  report  on  Friday,  was  "Who  1 
Am."  The  teacher  asked  them  what  do 
you  see  when  you  look  in  the  mirror? 
"When  you  look  beyond  your  physical 
features  what  do  you  see?"  Some  stat- 
ed that  they  see  a  child  of  God,  (who 
represents)  the  light  of  the  world  and 
the  way  the  truth  and  the  light.  The 
teen  class  registered  43  students. 

The  Youth  class,  ages  6-11,  was 
taught  by  Mrs.  Bema  Stevens.  They 
used  two  books,  Surprise  in  Disguise 


and  Thanii  You  Jesus.  Both  books 
focused  on  Jesus  and  His  death  and 
resurrection.  Lecia  Mitchell,  a  young 
lady  from  Mt.  Olive  Missionary 
Baptist  Church,  Lewiston,  NC,  gave  a 
report  of  their  class.  She  reported  that 
they  were  taught  about  sin  and  even 
though  we  sin,  God  still  loves  us.  The 
youth  class  registered  27,students. 

Before  Reverend  William  C. 
Clark's  sermon  on  Friday,  March  15, 
Ariel  Allen,  a  young  man  from  Indian 
Woods  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
sang  a  solo,  "The  Holy  City." 
Reverend  Clark  preached  a  message 
entitled  "The  Power  of  the  Word." 
Reverend  Clark's  scripture  was  from, 
Hebrews  4:12.  He  talked  about  the 
importance  and  power  of  the  Bible. 

First,  he  asked,  "What  is  the 
Bible?"  It  is  a  book  of  books  and  the 
revelation  of  God  given  to  men.  There 
are  39  books  in  the  Old  Testament  and 
27  books  in  the  New  Testament.  It  is 
God's  inspired  Word.^  There  were  two 
Covenants-  one  in  the  Old  Testament 
and  one  in  the  New.  The  New 
Covenant  was  provided  after  the  dis- 
obedience and  downfall  of  Israel.  The 
Word  became  flesh  and  became  the 
redemptive  work  of  God.  Emmanuel 
is  with  us.  Christ  is  the  source  of  the 
Gospel.  He  came  to  His  own  and  they 
rejected  Him,  so  then  he  turned  to  us. 


t  h  e 
Gentiles. 
.  If  you 
want  to  be 
saved,  you 
must 
believe  and 
receive  the 
Gospel. 
The  Word 
of  God 
shall  stand 
forever. 

Mark  16:15  says,  "Go  ye  into  the 
world  and  preach  the  Gospel  (good 
news)  of  Jesus  Christ."  The  Bible 
lying  unopened  on  the  table  will  not 
save  a  soul  but  opening  it  will  save 
someone.  We  need  to  hear  and  receive 
God's  Word.  We  need  to  proclaim  it; 
parents  tell  your  children  what  God 
has  done  for  you.  What  is  wrong  with 
our  world  today  is  that  we  have  not 
heard  the  Word  or  have  not  obeyed  it. 
Jesus  is  the  living  Word,  the  only  one 
between  God  and  man.  We  need  to 
proclaim  that  I  know  a  man  from 
Galilee  who  can  save  everybody. 

A  tree  is  known  by  the  fruit  it  bears. 
You  can't  be  a  Christian  and  a  devil. 
We  must  proclaim  the  Word  of  God. 
Jesus  told  us  to  go  and  preach  the 
Gospel  to  everyone.  It  will  change 
your  life.  We  must  tell  it  everywhere 
we  go.  This  week  as  you  have 
received  instructions,  don't  forget  to 
tell  the  Word  of  God  in  its  purity.  It's 
not  enough  to  know  the  Word  and 
don't  live  by  it.  If  you're  a  Christian, 
you  must  act  like  one.  People  may  not 
want  to  hear  it,  but  tell  them  anyway 
that  Jesus  can  save  everyone.  We 
must  proclaim  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  If  you  witness  and  live  it, 
someone  will  hear  it  and  be  changed. 
Tell  the  sinners  that  won't  come  to 
church  that  God  loves  them.  Tell  the 
backsliders  God  loves  them.  When 
people  argue  with  you  about  coming 
to  church,  tell  them  to  come  and  show 
you  another  way  of  doing  it,  and  then 
there'll  be  two  people  trying  to  work 
for  Jesus.  In  his  closing  Reverend 
Clark  told  us  to  "Proclaim  the 
Word." 


Page  Ten 


Baptist  Informer 


June  2002 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


A  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  MOMENT 


Jasper  P. 
jBr  Reed 

(pictured  left) 
1  President, 
Wf^'       ^'^^life-    Congress  of 
Christian 

.'■  Education 

*  1 

As  we  continue  our  series  on  who 
will  lead  our  Convention  for  the  next 
four  years,  let  us  at  the  same  time 
focus  on  our  Auxiliaries  with  special 
emphasis  on  the  Congress  of  Christian 
Education.  In  the  past  articles  we  con- 
centrated on  two  imperatives  inherited 
in  God's  call  to  His  Servant  Leaders. 
In  this  article  I  want  to  raise  to  the 
level  of  examination  three  things  that 
ought  command  our  attention  as  we, 
through  prayer  and  supplication, 
approach  the  Throne  of  God  with  as 
we  seek  servant  leaders  for  the  future. 

The  first  thing  we  should  seek  to 
determine  is  the  call  and  characteris- 
tics of  a  servant  leader.  In  Matthew 
20:25-27  we  find,  "  Ye  know  that  the 
princes  of  the  Gentiles  exercises 
dominion  over  them,  and  they  that  are 
great  exercise  authority  upon  them. 
But  it  shall  not  be  so  among  you:  but 
whosoever  will  be  great  among  you, 
let  him  be  your  minister;  and  whoso- 
ever will  be  chief  among  you,  let  him 
be  your  servant:  The  word  for  disci- 
ples of  today  is  a  reminder  that  inher- 
ited in  these  words  from  Jesus  are 
some  important  principles  for  us  to 
live  and  be  guided  by.  While  some 
people  around  us  rules  and  while  high 
officials  have  a  tendency  to  lord  over 
others  Christians,  as  disciples  are  not 
to  act  this  way.  Greatness  in  the  Lord's 
Kingdom  does  not  come  through  ruler 
ship  or  authority  but  rather  through 
service  to  one  another.  Please  note  that 
those  leaders  who  will  be  the  most 
highly  esteemed  will  be  those  who 
serve,  those  who  are  humble.  Jesus 
serves  as  our  model  as  a  servant 
leader. 

Secondly,  as  we  approach  the  time 


of  leadership  change  we  should  go 
back  and  study  alresh  the  Word  of  the 
Lord  that  is  recorded  in  Numbers 
27:18-23.  In  response  to  the  scenario 
described  by  Moses  in  verses  15-17 
the  Lord's  responded  immediately.  He 
impressed  upon  him, 
Moses,  the  necessity  for  training  new 
leaders.  This  should  occur  before  turn- 
ing over  the  leadership  role  to  them. 
Examine  the  Lord's  lisf  of  attributes 
for  new  leaders.  The  leader  should  be 
spirit-filled,  one  who  has  already 
demonstrated  intent,  commitment,  and 
the  ability  to  carry  out  the  charge  that 
is  inherited  in  the  position  of  his  or  her 
choice.  The  new  leaders  need  to  be 
ideal  successors  to  the  outgoing 
administration.  The  appointment, 
installafion,  must  be  public  so 
That  everyone  in  the  Convention  will 
know  that  they  are  the  new  officers 
and  are  entitled  to  be  respected  as 
such.  To  bring  this  into  cleared  focus 
let  us  read  in  Paul's  letter  to  Titus  1:1- 
3.  In  his  salutation  Paul  was  readying 
Titus  for  future  leadership  in  the 
Church.  He,  Paul,  raised  two  main 
concerns:  the  faith  of  God's  people 
and  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  that 
leads  to  godliness.  Paul  used  himself 
as  an  example  of  a  servant  leader 
being  used  by  God.  He  was  to  call  out 
a  people  for  God  and  also  to  teach 
them  the  truth,  which  is  conducive  to 
godly  living.  For  Paul  this  meant  the 
salvation  and  sanctification  of  God's 
people.  This  is  why  Paul  felt  the  need 
to  train  Titus  in  those  things  with  a 
view  of  eternal  life. 

Finally,  Paul  gives  us  parting  words 
in  Galatians  5:13-15.  Do  not  use  your 
leadership  position  as  a  base  of  opera- 
tion that  would  allow  a  hint  of  sin  to 
gain  a  foothold  in  your  administration. 
Let  your  serving  be  not  lusting  for 
power.  Remember  Jesus  said,  "All 
power  in  Heaven  and  Earth  is  in  my 
hand."  Let  your  serving  be  based  on 
love.  For  future  guidance  and  strength 
read  Romans  13:8-10. 


A  Christian  Education  Moment  for 
Our  YOUTH  and  Young-at-Heart— 
Quiz  602 
SERVANTS 

1.  Who  was  the  unfair  employer? 
Genesis  16:4 

2.  Who  was  this  treaty  made  with? 
Joshua  9:21-22 

3.  Who  was  the  King  that  is  being 
spoken  to?  II  Samuel  15:21 

4.  Who  is  speaking  in  this  scripture? 
II  Chronicles  9:7 


5.  What  is  the  reward  for  steward 
taking  care  of  the  fig  tree?  Proverbs 
27:18 

6.  What  does  this  verse  means  to  us 
today?  Matthew  10:24 

7.  Are  there  rewards  for  being  faith- 
ful? Matthew  24:45 

8.  What  do  we  know  about  Simon  in 
this  verse?  Mark  15:21 

9.  Who  was  John  describing  in  this 
passage?  Luke  3:16-17 

10.  Whom  Paul  is  describing  in  this 
passage?  Philippians  2:7 


TEN  MYTHS  WOMEN  OVERCOME  IN  THE  CHURCH 


Written  By  J. 

1.  God  created  women  as  inferior 
beings. 

God  created  male  and  female-in  his 
own  image.  Womanhood  was  no  after- 
thought with  God,  and  it  was  through 
the  creation  of  both  male  and  female 
that  God  has  offered  his  fiillest  self- 
revelation.  (Genesis  1 :27). 

2.  Women  are  not  equipped  to 
assume  leadership  roles  in  the 
church. 

Miriam  represented  the  authority  of 
God  to  the  people  She  spoke  for  God. 
That's  why  she  is  described  in  Exodus 
15:20  as  a  prophetess.  Deborah  held 
the  respected  position  of  Judge. 
Samuel.  Judges  4:3. 

3.  Women  must  not  teach  or 
preach  to  men  in  a  church  setting. 
Paul  is  simply  quoting  the  oral  law  of 
the  Jews.  Priscilla  and  Aquila  were 
both  ministers  who  had  a  church  in 
their  home  (Roman  16:5).  Paul  said, 
"Help  those  women  which  labored 
with  men  the  Gospel."  (Phil  4:3).  The 
Lord  also  foretold,  "Your  sons  and 
daughters  shall  prophesy  upon  the 
handmaids  in  those  days  will  I  pour 
out  my  Spirit."  (Joel  2:28). 

A  woman  should  view  her  husband 
as  the"  priest  of  the  home." 

We  have  only  one  Priest,  Jesus 
Christ.  There  is  only  one  mediator 
between 

God  and  humanity,  that  is  Jesus  Christ. 


Portia  Brandon 


Lee  Grady  -  Submitted  by  Portia  Brandon 

We  are  not  segregated  by  gender,  with 
men  in  the  holy  of  holies  and  women 
in  the  outer  courtyard.  God's  grace  is 
made  fiilly  available  to  women  and 
men  alike. 

5.  A  man 
needs  to 
"cover"  a 
woman  in 
her  min- 
istry activi- 
ties. 

There  is  no 
verse  In  the 
Bible  that 
says.  If  a 
woman 

teachers  My  Word,  make  sure  a  man  is 
present  so  she  will  be  covered  proper- 
ly. Jesus'  blood  was  shed  for  all  male 
and  female,  and  it  is  the  only  covering 
we  need.  When  Christ  suffered  at 
Calvary,  women  were  there  at  the  foot 
of  His  cross-and  those  same  women 
identified  with  His  death  three  days 
later  when  they  bought  spices  to  His 
tomb  early  Easter  Sunday  morning. 

6.  Women  who  exhibit  strong  lead- 
ership qualities  pose  a  serious  dan- 
ger to  the  church. 

There  are  many  great  women  of  the 
Bible  who  are  fearless.  Remember 
Pharaoh  had  sentenced  the  Jewish 
midwives  who  put  their  lives  in  jeop 

Ten  Myths  continues  on  page  21 
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Transforming  continues 

"Perspectives."  She  asked  that  the 
congregation  would  try  something 
new  in  an  "old  way."  Reading  pas- 
sages of  scriptures,  one  side  of  the 
congregation  was  requested  to  read  in 
unison  Titus  3:4-7  and  the  other  side 
to  read  Psalm  147:1-5.  After  identify- 
ing the  study  books  for  all  levels  of 
study.  Dr.  Brodie  called  attention  to 
upcoming  events  and  the  varied  forms 
for  convention  activities.  Among 
those  were  informational  materials  for 
the  Ministers'  Wives  and  Widows' 
Fellowship  Retreat,  Young  Adult 
Department  Missions  Prayer 
Breakfast,  and  "Dr.  Luella  D.  Edwards 
Mission-A-Thon",  and  the  Youth 
Department  Special  Projects  informa- 
tion. She  announced  that  the 
Executive  Board  has  approved  that 
minimal  giving  for  Self-Denial  be  five 
dollars  ($5.00)  and  shared  that  the 
convention  has  a  website.  The  website 
address  is  www.wbh-fmc.org.  She  fur- 
ther stated  that  the  Young  Adults  were 
receiving  foods  for  the  "food  bank"  on 
this  day.  Pre-registration  totaled  more 
than  nineteen  hundred  (1900).  She 
gave  the  financial  report  and  encour- 
aged generous  giving  with  checks 
being  made  payable  to  the  Woman's 
Convention. 

The  workshop  session  theme  was 
"Transforming  Leaders  Through  the 
Ministry  of  Missions."  Ms.  Betty 
Adams  invited  the  congregation  to 
think  on  the  question,  "Who  Is  a 
Missionary?"  She  defined  a  mission- 
ary and  outlined  responsibilities  man- 
dated by  Christ  in  "The  Great 
Commission."  Stressing  the  need  for 
effective  Christian  communication 
and  identifying  whose  responsibility  it 
is,  Ms.  Blanche  S.  Wimberly  outlined 
methods  of  communication  and  urged 
that  missionaries  be  sure  that  their 
words  and  deeds  matched  their  com- 
munication. 

Ms.  Linda  Inman  closed  the  work- 
shop session  with  the  topic, 
"Missionary  Leaders."  She  identified 
types  of  leaders  and  gave  helps  for 
effectively  communicating  as  a  leader. 
Further,  she  shared  other  points  perti- 
nent to  structure  of  the  Woman's 
Convention. 

Mrs.  Bronnie  Daniels  led  a  ques- 


tion and  answer  period.  Third  Vice 
President  Mrs.  -Colene  Stanley  gave 
the  historical  background  for 
"WBH&FMC  Nehemiah  Prayer 
Chain"  and  called  for  unity  in  our 
prayers.  New  Zion  Baptist  Church  of 
Charlotte  rendered  a  musical  selection 
prior  to  recognition  of  Executive 
Board  retirees,  Mrs.  Ida  Dunston  and 
Mrs.  Marion  Phillips.  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Marrow  gave  the  offertory  appeal  and 
prayer.  Following  was  the  presentafion 
of  the  minister  who  was  to  bring  the 
message.  Mrs.  Gloria  Mack  presented, 
the  Reverend  Jeremiah  Robinson,  who 
spoke  from  the  theme,  "Working 
Together."  The  scripture  was  from  I 
Corinthians  12:18-20  and  Ephesians 
2: 1 8-2 1 .  He  emphasized  that  believers 
must  work  together  and  walk  worthy 
of  God's  calling.  Stay  away  from 
church  and  convention  clicks  and  be 
what  God  wants  us  to  be  was  his 
admonition  to  the  congregation. 
Urging  that  believers  work  together 
and  be  blessed  by  God,  he  closed  by 
leading  the  congregation  in  "Lord, 
You  Sure  Have  Been  Good  to  Me." 
Reverend  Robinson  gave  the  benedic- 
tion. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Director 
Vanessa  Gregory,  the  Young  Adults 
witnessed  an  informative  and  inspir- 
ing session.  Topics  and  activities  for 
young  adults  included  "My 
Commitment"  and  "Communicating 
the  Leaders'  Role  in  Recruitment  and 
Retention."  President  Erica  Bamhill 
gave  the  Mission  overview.  Youth 
Supervisor,  Mrs.  Ellender  LeMay, 
presided  during  the  Youth  session. 
Vernice  Lassiter,  youth  president, 
directed  the  group  through  their  work- 
shop schedule  as  presenters  shared 
information  related  to  the  officers' 
duties  and  convention  objectives.  The 
workshop  segment  involved  topical 
discussions  and  a  question-answer 
period. 

Attendees  left  more  inspired  and 
enlightened,  having  been  the  recipi- 
ents of  a  wealth  of  information,  which 
was  imparted  by  presenters  and  other 
participants.  Seniors,  Young  Adults 
and  Youth  were  given  a  "charge"  by 
which  to  return  to  their  respective 
local  settings  to  be  more  effective  mis- 


MISSIONS  PRAYER  PIZZA  PARTY 

Sponsored  by 
The  Youth  Department 
of  the 

Woman's  Baptist  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Conven^n 
Auxiliary  to  GBSC 

Time  and  Place  To  Be  Announced,  Winston-Saten 

Approximately  250  spaces  will  be  reserved  (first  come,  first  served).  The 
advance  donation  is  $7.00  per  person,  and  $8.00  at  the  door  per  person. 
The  donation,  along  with  form,  should  be  sent  no  later  than  July  12,  2002, 
so  that  the  ticket(s)  can  be  mailed  to  you  before  the  Convention.  It  is  not 
planned  that  tickets  be  sold  on  site  at  the  time  of  the  event.  Supervisors 
and  Conventional  Youth  are  invited. 

(A  feature  of  interest  will  be  presented) 

MISSIONS  PRAYER  PIZZA  PARTY 
Youth  Department,  WBH&FMC 


Name 


Date 


Mailing  Address 
Church 


Amount  Enclosed 
Telephone  No.  


Number  of  Tickets  Desired 


Signed 


Please  mail  form  and  money  to:     Woman's  Baptist  State  Convention 

P.O.  Box  1818 
Raleigh,  NC  27602 

(Please  return  form  with  funds  no  later  than  July  12,  2002.) 


BookMe 


327  Haywood  Rd.  Ashville,  NC  28806  .  704-0804 


An  African-American  Book  Store  

Every  Sunday  Bulletin  Service  (Warner  Press) 

You  only  have  to  order  to  receive  bulletins  regularly  at  low  cost  of  only  $4.20  per  100  bul- 
letins, postpaid.  You  save  $5.80  per  100  bulletins  based  on  counterpiece  of  10  cents  each. 
Let  us  send  information  on  how  you  can  start  saving  money  on  your  bulletins!  Cut  this  ad 
out  and  send  it  to:  BookMe,  3271  A  Haywood  Rd.,  Ashville,  NC  28806. 


Name 
Address 


City 


Zip 


sionaries  and  to  seek  to  "Transform  Communication." 
the    Family     Through  Christian 
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HEALTH  AND  HUMAN  SERVICES 


The  Role  of  the  Local  Church  Regarding  Health  By  Charolette  Leach,  M.S.,  Physical  Fitness  Consultant  &  Anita  Holmes,  JD,  MPH,  Exec.  Director 


Jesus  said  in  John  10:  10,  "/  am  come  that 
they  may  have  life,  and  ihat  they  might  have  it 
more  abundantly  ".  What  exactly  constitutes 
abundant  life? 

Since  the  main  purpose  of  the  death 
of  Christ  on  the  cross  was  for  our  souls 
to  be  saved  in  order  that  we  would  be 
able  to  live  eternally  with  God,  this 
abundant  life  definitely  refers  to  salva- 
tion. The  thought  of  spending  eternity 
in  heaven  is  wonderful,  but  Jesus  also 
knew  that  before  we  reached  eternity, 
we  had  a  life  to  live  on  this  earth. 

Considering  the  definition  of  abun- 
dance from  Webster,  the  life  that  Jesus 
refers  to  is  to  be  abounding  and  plen- 
teous. To  which  areas  of  life  do  you 
think  Jesus  was  referring?  Was  he 
talking  about  our  finances?  Maybe  he 
was  considering  our  marriages  and 
families.  Did  he  mean  that  we  would 
abound  in  our  careers?  Maybe  he  was 
saying  that  we  would  have  plenty  of 
money.  If  we  are  in  poor  health  and 
lack  stamina  and  energy,  how  abun- 
dant is  our  life?  If  we  are  angry  much 
of  the  time  and  have  a  hard  time  deal- 
ing with  people,  does  this  point  to 
abundance  in  life? 

Is  it  possible  that  Jesus  was  includ- 
ing all  aspects  of  life  when  he  talked 
about  why  he  came,  even  to  include 
our  health?  This  probably  is  the  case, 
when  you  consider  the  words  of  II 
John  2,  "Beloved  I  wish  above  all 
things  that  thou  mayest  prosper  and  be 
in  health,  even  as  thy  soul  prospereth 
".  John  placed  emphasis  and  priority 
on  being  in  health.  We,  as  Christians 
should  heed  these  words,  and  should 
place  emphasis  and  priority  on 
improving  and  maintaining  our  health. 

Where  does  the  local  church  fit  with 
regard  to  promoting  health?  Many 
people  need  additional  encouragement 
to  practice  healthy  lifestyles.  We  may 
find  it  difficult  to  routinely  exercise, 
eat  in  moderation,  and  practice  stress- 
reducing  behavior.  Maybe  life  is  too 
busy,  or  we  don't  easily  see  the  impor- 
tance. 

A  significant  role  of  the  local  church 


with  regard  to  health  is  to  encourage 
steps  proven  beneficial  toward  health 
improvement.  This  can  involve  any 
aspect  of  health.  Your  church  may 
encourage  physical  health  by  having  a 
walking  ministry,  or  offering  gospel 
aerobics.  A  health  ministry  at  a  local 
church  may  offer  a  class  that  discusses 
proper  ways  to  handle  stress. 

Encouragement  toward  proper  eat- 
ing may  include  education  sessions 
and  cooking  demonstrations  on  lower- 
ing sugar,  fat,  and  caloric  intake.  How 
much  a  church  does  is  dependent  on 
many  variables.  Are  there  persons  in 
your  congregation  who  are  well  suited 
to  head  up  these  ministries?  How  will 
it  be  funded?  One  critical  question  to 
ask  is  "How  interested  is  the  congre- 
gation in  promoting  health?  One  thing 
that  you  will  probably  find  in  all  con- 
gregations is  that  there  is  at  least  some 
degree  of  interest  in  improving  health. 
It  may  take  some  time  and  effort  to 
find  out  what  should  be  offered.  Each 
congregation  is  unique,  with  health 
ministries  differing  between  congrega- 
tions. 

The  Office  of  Health  and  Human 
Services  (OHHS)  would  like  to  identi- 
fy those  churches  within  the 
Convention  that  have  health  ministries 
and  gather  some  general  information 
about  their  areas  of  focus  and  activi- 
ties. This  will  be  very  helpfial  in  plan- 
ning activities  that  may  facilitate  shar- 
ing among  health  ministries  and  in 
identifying  churches  that  may  be,  inter- 
ested in  selected  health  related  infor- 
mation and  programs.  To  assist  in 
gathering  this  information,  please 
complete  the  Health  Ministry  Form  on 
this  page  (or  a  copy  of  the  form)  and 
either  mail  or  fax  to: 
Office  of  Health  and  Human  Services 
GBSC  of  NC,  Inc. 
301  Glenwood  Ave.,  Suite  270 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina  27603-1452 
(919)  831-4249  (Fax) 


Name  of  Church_ 
Church  Address_ 
Church  Tel.  No. 


Church  Fax.  No.  (If  applicable) 
GBSC  Associafion 


Name  of  Health  Ministry 


Chairperson  or  Leader(s)  of  Health  Ministry  

Current  Health  Programs  (Attach  additional  sheet  if  needed): 


Name  of  Program 


Brief  Description 


What  do  you  believe  are  the  congregation's  five  most  significant  health  prob- 
lems (Please  list  in  order  of  importance)? 
1 


AdditionalComments : 


Name  of  person  Completing  Form 
Address: 


Telephone  Number: 
E-mail  Address: 


Fax  Number: 


Date  Form  Completed 


Present  age  continues 

US,  individually  and  collectively,  go 
forth  as  people  of  God  using  our  gifts, 
talents,  and  resources  to  win  the  world 
for  Christ.  The  challenge  is  now  and 
we  are  well  able  to  possess  this  land. 


Let  us  resolve  that  this  convention  is 
well  able  to  share  with  local  churches 
in  equipping  and  encouraging  as  we 
serve  the  present  age. 
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AUXILIARY  NEWS 


ELECTION  PROTOCOL  FOR  2002  GBSC,  INC  AUXILIARY  UNITY  SESSION 


2002 

CHURCH  VOTING  ELECTION  FEE  REQUIREMENTS 
CONGRESS  &  USHERS 

CHURCH  REPRESENTATION  FEE  OF  $200.00 

EACH  CHURCH  SHALL  PAY  REGISTRATION  FEE 

BASED  ON  POPULATION  OF  CHURCH  -  PLEASE  SEE  GBSC 

CONSTITUTION  -  ARTICLE  X  . 

VOTING  MESSENGERS  ARE  DETERMINED  BY  GBSC  CONSTI 

TUTION  ARTICLE  X. 

EXAMPLE: 

CHURCH  REPRESENTATION  FEE  $200.00 
CHURCH  VOTING  REGISTRATION  FEE  35.00 
(BASED  ON  CHURCH  POPULATION  -  ARTICLE  X) 

church  fee  of  $35.00  entitles  church  to  3  voting  messengers 
TOTAL  CHURCH  COST  TO  VOTE  235.00 

ALL  VOTING  MESSENGERS  WILL  RECEIVE  A  VOTING  BADGE 
AND  KIT 


DEADLINE  FOR  RECEIPT  OF  GBSC  CONGRESS  AND  USHERS 
ELECTION  FORMS  TO  GBSC  HEADQUARTERS  -  JUNE  24.  2002 

*  AH  non-voting  messengers  shall  pay  $10.00  registration  fee. 


If  you  are  seeking  an  Officer  of  the  Congress  please  write  a  letter  stating  your 
intent  to  run  for  the  specific  position  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Congress  Election 
Nominating  Committee,  Dr.  David  Forbes.  Mail  your  letter  to  GBSC 
Headquarters  on  or  before  July  1,  2002. 

If  you  are  seeking  an  Officer  of  the  Usher's  Convention  please  write  a  letter  stat- 
ing your  intent  to  run  for  the  specific  position  to  The  Usher's  Election 
Nominating  Committee.  Mail  to  GBSC  Headquarters  on  or  before  July  1,  2002. 

Baptist  Headquarters 
603  South  Wilmington  Street 
Raleigh,  NC  27601-2338 
800-639-GBSC  -  919-821-7466  -  919-836-0061  FAX 
alogan@gbsc.org 

LAYMEN'S  LEAGUE:  JULY  15.  2002 

During  the  business  session  of  the  Laymen's  League  Session,  July  15,  2002  the 
nominating  committee  will  present  Officers  to  the  body.  The  Laymen 
"Messengers"  will  vote  on  the  nominating  committee  report. 

THE  CONGRESS  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION:  JULY  16-18.  2002 

The  election  of  all  Officers  for  the  Congress  of  Christian  Education  of  the  GBSC 
will  take  place  at  Martin  Street  Baptist  Church  in  Raleigh,  NC,  July  17,  2002. 
The  procedures  are  as  follows, 

Be  present  at  Martin  Street  Baptist  Church,  on  Tuesday  July  16,  2002  at  2:30 
PM  to  certify  your  candidacy.  This  process  will  enable  the  Congress  and  GBSC 
Election  Committees  to  make  a  Ballot  to  be  used  during  the  election  process.  On 
Wednesday  July  17,  2002  from  1 1 :30  AM  to  12:30  PM  Candidates  will  be  allot- 
ted Mme  to  make  remarks  before  the  session. 

Churches  shall  represent  and  enroll  before  their  Messengers  can  vote.  Each 
voter  must  have  a  Badge  in  order  to  enter  the  voting  area. 

Voting  will  take  place  in  a  designated  area,  at  Martin  Street  Baptist  Church  on 
Wednesday,  July  17,  2002:  Beginning  at  2  PM  Only  certified  voters  will  be  per- 
mitted to  cast  ballots. 

The  Election  Committee  will  notify  us  during  our  Wednesday  night  program 
whether  or  not  run-offs  are  necessary.  If  there  be  any  we  will  Cast  Ballots, 
Thursday  Morning,  9  AM  to  10  AM  July  18,  2002.  The  Committee  will  prepare 
to  introduce  the  new  Officers. 

At  or  about  12  Noon  on  Thursday  July  18,  2002  the  new  Slate  of  Officers  to 
serve  The  Congress  of  Christian  Education  until  2006  will  be  introduced, 
installed  and  charged  during  worship. 

THE  USHER'S  CONVENTION  JULY  19-20.  2002 

The  election  of  all  Officers  for  the  Usher's  Convention  of  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention  will  be  held  at  Martin  Street  Baptist  Church  in  Raleigh,  NC, 
July  20  2002.  The  procedures  are  as  follows. 

Be  present  at  Martin  Street  Baptist  Church,  on  Friday,  July  19  2002  at  2:00  PM 
to  certify  your  candidacy.  This  process  will  enable  the  Usher's  and  GBSC 
Election  Committees  to  make  a  Ballot  to  be  used  during  the  election  process.  On 


Friday  July  19,  2002  from  7:00  PM  to  7:30  PM  Candidates  will  be  allowed  to 
maker  statements  before  the  body. 

Churches  shall  represent  and  enroll  before  their  Messengers  can  vote.  Each 
voter  must  have  a  Badge  in  order  to  enter  the  voting  area. 

Voting  will  take  place  in  a  designated  area,  at  Martin  Street  Baptist  Church  on 
Saturday,  July  20,  2002:  Beginning  at  10  AM.  Only  certified  voters  will  be  per- 
mitted to  cast  ballots. 

The  Election  Committee  will  notify  us  of  results  at  1 2  Noon.  The  new  officers 
will  be  introduced  and  installed  at  that  time. 


CHURCH  INSURANCE 


A  Guide  One  Insurance  Group 


(§)CNBC 

THE  CONGRESS  OF 
NATIONAL  BLACK  CHI  RCHES.  INC 

Sponsor  ..l  lh.-Cluiroli  Iiisui.iikl  I'iolm 


For  more  than  30  years,  we've  speacial- 
ized  in  Church  Insurance.  We  offer  you 
comprehensive  coverage,  from  Church 

Property,  to  Day  Care  Liability. 
CHURCH  HOME  LIFE  AUTO 

For  more  information  on  how  your  chnrch  can 
participate  in  our  chnrch  group  program  con- 
tact: 

ROXANNE  TAYLOR,  PRESIDENT 


CHURCH  INSL!R.\NCE  PARTNERSHIP  AGENCY,  INC 

1-800-4.18-8010 

A  MEMBER  OF  THE  GUIDE  ONE  INSl  RANCE  GROL  P 
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at  Paramount^  Kings  Dominion  and  Paramounts  Caroi^inds! 


Rid«  the  fast  track 
of  imcxpected  twists, 
hairpin  turns,  breathtaidng 
bumps  and  a  fantastic 
50-foot  drop  on  Ricochet'", 
new  thb  year  at  both 
Paramount's  Kings  Dominion 
and  Paramount's  Carowlnds! 


JK%  Discouti^ 
I     tickets  onty.  .. 

-  $nnoo 

Jul   dE  Ag|!  7  and  ai:)ove 
Save  $15.9*  ,7  >; 
off  $39.99  regular 
general  admission 

Age  3  to  6 

Save  $7.49 
off  $27.99  regular 
child  adnrtisslon 

2  and  under  are  free. 


Yao  -  I  would  like 
I  would  like 


Age  7  and  above  dckcts  at  $24.00  = 

Age  3  to  6  ticket!  it  $20,50  each  " 

po5C^ge  fee  (p<3-  ordky) 
TOTAL  (paymcn:  er^JoicdV  " 


$5.a> 


MaiMn  Onders  Smpiy  ca«iip<e<e  this  tidcec  order  Jorm 
ar>d  moj  with  payment  to: 

Paramounl'i  Kings  Dominion 

Attn:  NCBGC  Day* 

RO.  Box  7000 

DoT«e».VA  23047-2761 1 
M»lce  checlci  payable  to;  Paramourrt's  Kings  Dominion  - 
Do  Not  Send  C»jh.  Deadline  for  m»d^n  orderj  is  2  weeks 
prior  to  your  day  of  visrt.  Late  orders  will  be  heid  for  ptck 
up  at  tiie  Group  Aijmisiiom  Bmldtn^ 

Call-in  or  Fax  Crecfit  Cart]  Orders 

Call  toll-free:  804-87&.5S6I.  mentjon  NCBGC  Days 

and  ask  for  your  tickets  to  be  freuted  to  you. 
Or  Fax:  S04.876-S076 

Allow  7  days  for  your  order  to  be  processed. 


Fc8-  aiMrtional  irfonration  caM  e04-876-S56l 


Rcmcfrtbcr  these  combo  tockots  ara  good  at  otth«r 
Pamv3«jnt"j  Kings  Donwioo  or  Parsfftnount"  Carc*M>ds. 
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Question  of  the  Month: 
How  effective  are  Hip-Hop 
Ministries  in  the  Cliurch? 
"/  feel  that  with  the  young  gen- 
eration main  stream  being  hip- 
hop,  I  come  to  recognize  that 
God  is  so  powerful,  He  can  use 
hip-hop  to  draw  youth.  I  also 
understand  this  is  not  tradition- 
al music  for  church  but  God  is 
tearing  down  the  wall  of  tradi- 
tion so  we  might  receive  Him  in 
his  full  omnipotent.  In  closing, 
we  are  limited  but  God  is 
unlimited.  Be  blessed. " 

Minister  A.  M.  Lyons 
Associate  Pastor 
New  Providence  Baptist  Cliurcli 
Fuquay  Varina,  N.  C. 


To  God  Be  the  Glory! 

Greetings  in  the  name  of  my  Lord 
and  Savior  Jesus  Christ! 

Beginning  this  month,  the  Baptist 
Informer  will  offer  response  to  the 
QUESTION  OF  THE  MONTH.  Last 
month  the  question  was  "How  effec- 
tive are  Hip-Hop  Ministries  in  the 
Church? 

Minister  A.  M.  Lyons'  response  is 
featured  on  the  left. 

QUESTION  OF  THE  MONTH 
How  do  you  feel  about  tlie  Priest 
who  are  being  charged  with  child 
molestation?  Should  they  be 
thrown  out  of  the  Church?  How  can 
we  make  sure  this  does  not  happen 
in  our  churches? 

Please  send  your  responses  to: 


acoleyevent@msn.com.  And  feel  free 
to  call  me  at  (919)  956-7673  if  you 
have  comments,  questions  or  sugges- 
tions. 

Church  News  is  not  coming  in  like 
I  would  like  to  see  it.  I  know  there  are 
revivals,  church  anniversaries,  pastor 
anniversaries  that  are  taking  place.  Let 
your  fellow  GBSC  members  know 
what  you  are  doing.  This  may  give 
them  ideas  or  they  may  just  be  inter- 
ested in  attending  if  they  knew  about 
the  program. 

The  goal  is  to  make  the  Baptist 
Informer  truly  what  its  name  suggest, 
a  vehicle  to  inform  Baptists.  That  will 
not  happen  without  your  input. 
Moderators  and  District  Leaders,  may 
I  suggest  that  you  appoint  someone  in 
your  association  to  be  the  reporter 


with  the 
responsibili- 
ty of  sending 
news  to  the 
Baptist 
Informer  for 
the  churches 
in  your  dis- 
trict and/or 
association. 

I  know 
this  sounds 
like  adding 
more  work 

to  your  already  busy  schedule  but  it 
will  be  worth  it  when  your  church  is 
full  because  it  was  seen  in  the  Baptist 
Informer. 

HAPPY  FATHERS  DAY 


Phyllis  Coley 
Publisher 


Joining  hands  continues 

called  to  "go  ye  therefore"  and  reach 
the  masses,  teaching  them  what  it 
means  to  be  a  part  of  God's  kingdom. 

Don  Bouldin,  executive  team  leader 
for  the  BSC  congregational  services 
group  asked,  "Why  are  we  in  exis- 
tence except  to  get  the  good  news  out? 
I  The  potential  is  in  this  room  to  change 
the  spiritual  fabric  of  North  Carolina." 
Bouldin  referenced  the  millions  of 
people  in  North  Carolina  who  do  not 
know  or  believe  the  gospel  of  Christ. 
The  churches  have  a  responsibility  to 
share  the  good  news,  he  said. 

The  churches  must  remember  that 
God  wants  churches  to  be  "good  news 
clubs"  rather  than  introverted,  selfish 
religious  societies,  Bouldin  said.  But 
"we  spend  our  time  doing  convention 
business,  and  not  doing  the  business  of 
the  convention."  Bouldin  said  church- 
es are  called  to  bear  fruit,  but  some 
churches  have  left  the  fruit-bearing 
business  and  started  selling  firewood 
that  makes  an  impressive  blaze  but 
bums  out  quickly.  While  Christians 
are  called  to  be  fruit  bearers,  Bouldin 
said  churches  are  hampered  by  mem- 
bers acting  as  fruit  consumers  who 
take  but  don't  give,  fruit  inspectors 
who  bear  no  fruit  but  critique  others, 
fruit  flies  "who  only  show  up  when 
there's  a  stink,"  and  even  "fruit  loops" 


who  "aren't  on  the  cutting  edge  but 
over  it."  To  be  effective  in  bearing 
fruit,  Bouldin  said  Christians  must 
renew  their  commitment  to  love  all 
people,  even  those  who  are  different 
and  hard  to  love. 

Gardner  Taylor,  who  was  pastor  of 
the  Concord  Baptist  Church  of  Christ 
in  New  York  for  42  years,  praised  the 
black  Baptists  of  North  Carolina  for 
remaining  united  despite  "fractious- 
ness"  on  the  national  level.  "I  hope  the 
day  is  not  far  in  the  future  that  we 
Baptises  will  all  be  together,"  he  said. 
Taylor  challenged  believers  to  test 
their  faith.  "Any  Christian  who  does 
not  in  some  sense  come  into  tension 
with  civil  authority  and  even  religious 
authority  may  have  his  Christian  cre- 
dentials under  question,"  he  said.  "We 
have  so  civilized  and  domesticated  the 
faith  that  there  is  no  tension,"  Taylor 
said,  but  "there  ought  to  be  tension 
between  what  is  and  the  word  of 
God."  Instead,  "we  have  a  slick,  acco- 
modatibnist  pseudo-Christianity  that 
finds  comfort  in  whatever  is  rather 
than  what  ought  to  be." 

The  Baptist  State  Convention  was 
founded  in  Greenville  in  1830,  as  an 
outgrowth  of  the  "North  Carolina 
Benevolent  Society."  The  General 
Baptist  State  Convention  was  founded 


in  Goldsboro  in  1 867  as  "The  General 
Association  of  the  Colored  Baptists  of 
North  Carolina."  Since  few  African 
Americans  at  the  time  could  read  or 
write,  officials  of  the  Baptist  State 
Convention,  meeting  in  Goldsboro  at 
the  same  time,  provided  some  assis- 
tance with  organization  and  the  writ- 
ing of  a  constitution  for  the  new  con- 
vention. Currently,  the  GBSC  has 
approximately  600,000  members  in 


about  2,000  churches.  The  BSC  counts 
1.2  million  members  in  just  more  than 
4,000  churches  and  missions. 

The  two  conventions  cooperate  in 
various  ways,  including  a'  plan  that 
provides  retirement  and  insurance 
benefits  for  GBSC  pastors  and  staff 
through  the  BSC's  link  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  Annuity  Board. 

Reprint  permission  granted  by 
Biblical  Recorder 


The  General  Baptist  State  Convention 
now 

accepts  MASTERCARD  or  VISA 

www.gbsc.org 
for  more  information:  800-639-GBSC 


Just  Off  the  Press  ...  Latest  Release  of  ] 

GBSC's  Bible    Price  $49.95  \ 
Leather  Bound 

Check  out  the  General  Baptist  Bookstore  for  New  Releases  at] 

919-839-2211  i 
1  -800-627- 1 690  •  Fax  9 1 9-839-2266  ^ 
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Highlights  of  the  2002  Midyear  Session 


CHRISTOPHER  E.  JENKINS  CPA 

Jenkins  Management  Consulting,  EC. 

Non-Profit  Accounting  &' Management 
Audits  ,  Church  Aministration 
Clergy  Tax  &  Financial  Planning 
Tax/Information  Return  Preparation 
Voice  (252)  439-1185  .  FAX  (252)  439-1184 
2024  Mare's  Way,  Greenville,  NC  27858 
e-mail:  jmgmtc@greenville.com 


MAKE  TREMENDOUS  PROFITS  BY  SPONSORING  POSITIVE  BLACK  IMAGE 
FUNDRAISERS  OR  SELLING  BLACK  ART  RETAIL!! 


FBI  Arts  Prims  Afe  Siiperfy  For:  Churches  &  Religious  Organizations   Buikling  Funds   Educational  Funds   Church  Board/ Usher.  Deacon.  Choir 
Other  Special  Projects  or  Events  -Individuals  ■  Small  Business  Start-up  (Home-based,  Vendors,  etc.)  Part-time  Business   Extra  Income 


Call  919-736-4166  any  time  or  wi 

CHRISTIAN  ARTS 
^  605BR()()KW()()I)  LAN] 
S      GOLDSBORO,NC  27534. 


"The  Old  Fashioned  Baptism' 
by  Arthello  Beck 


Order  Your  Sampler  Or  Starter 
Kit  Now  for  pnly  $20! 


Fund-raiser  Sampler  Kit  includes:  4  full  color 
Religious  Art  Prints  .  Instructions  for  Conducting 
an  Event .  Over  100  images  of  Black  Art  (Open  & 
Limited  Edition  Prints  focusing  on  Religious, 
Children's  &  Contemporary  Themes) .  All  Occasion  & 
Christmas  Greeting  Cards  &  Artifacts 
&  Casual  Wear  .  Free  Mini-Prints  .  A  Free  Subscription 
to  our  PBl  Newsletter  .  Below  Wholesale  Prices! 


SEND  to:  POSITIEVE  IMAGES,  PO  BOX  775,  DEPT.  CFR,  GAITHERSBURG,  MD  20884 


Please  Rush  _ 


FurtdsRaiser^mple  Kit(s)  For  Only  $20  EA. 


Individual  Stan  Kit  ONLY 


Money  Order,  check  or  Cahier's  Check  payable  to:  Positive  Blacl<  Images  enclosed. 
Change  to  my  Visa  Mastercard^   


Exp.  Date 


Signature 


Ship  to:  Name 
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Phone 
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Evening  Number 
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FATHERS'  DAY  HISTORY 

By  Delores  Griffey 

It  is  said  that  the  first  Father's  bay 
celebration  was  conceived  in  Spokane, 
Washington  State,  1909.  Sonora 
Louise  Smart  Dodd,  the  daughter  of 
Civil  War  veteran  William  Smart,  pro- 
posed a  day  to  honour  fathers  around 
the  country.  Her  father,  who  after  the 
death  of  his  wife  during  childbirth  in 
1 898,  had  raised  her  and  her  5  siblings 
alone.  Inspired  by  this,  she  wanted  to 
let  him,  and  the  world,  know  how  spe- 
cial he  was  to  her.  The  idea  is  said  to 
have  come  to  her  whilst  listening  to  a 


Mother's  bay  sermon. 

After  Sonora  became  an  adult  she 
realized  the  selflessness  her  father  had 
shown  in  raising  his  children  as  a  sin- 
gle parent.  It  was  her  father  that  made 
all  the  parental  sacrifices  and  was,  in 
the  eyes  of  his  daughter,  a  courageous, 
selfless,  and  loving  man.  Sonora's 
father  was  bom  in  June,  so  she  chose 
to  hold  the  first  Father's  bay  celebra- 
tion in  Spokane,  Washington  on  the 
19th  of  June  1910. 

By  1916  the  idea  had  spread  across 
the  country,  and  was  even  promoted 
by  President  Woodrow  Wilson.  In 
1924,  President  Calvin  Coolidge  sup- 


ported the  idea  of  a  national  Father's 
bay.  In  1956  Father's  bay  was  recog- 
nized by  a  Joint  Resolution  of 
Congress.  It  wasn't  until  1966  that 
President  Lyndon  Johnson  proclaimed 
the  third  Sunday  of  every  June,  the 
official  Father's  bay.  Later  in  1972 
President  Nixon  established  a  perma- 
nent national  observation  of  the  day. 
The  19th  of  June  1910,  Spokane 
Washington,  was  originally  when  and 
where  the  first  Father's  bay  celebra- 
tions were  held,  being  in  the  home  and 
birth  month  of  William  Smart. 

Harry  C.  Meek  is  also  given  credit 
for  founding  the  idea  of  Father's  bay. 


A  President  of  a  Chicago  Lions  Clul: 
Meeks  gave  speeches  to  variou 
groups  about  the  need  to  honou 
fathers  through  out  the  United  Statei 
In  appreciation  for  his  work,  the  Lion 
Clubs  of  America  presented  him  wit 
a  gold  watch,  with  the  inscriptio 
"Originator  of  Father's  bay,"  on  hi 
birthday,  June  20,"  1920. 

Remember  that  Father  doesn't  hav 
to  mean  only  your  biological  fathei 
Use  this  day  to  tell  all  your  "dads 
how  much  you  care  about  them. 

Scripture  Reference  (Deuteronom  i 
6:4-9)  1 


NEW  PASTOR'S  CORNER 


By  Rev.  Sandra  Holland-Trotter 
Pastor  /  Shiloh  Temple  of  Faith 
Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina 

To  aspire  to  leadership  in  God's 
kingdom  requires  us  to  be  willing  to 
pay  the  price  higher  than  others  are 
willing  to  pay.  The  toll  of  true  leader- 
ship is  heavy,  and  the  more  effective 
the  leadership,  the  higher  the  cost. 
The  words  of  our  Lord  in  Joshua  chap- 
ter one,  in  the  first  nine  verses  of  this 
chapter,  God  gives  Joshua  the  instruc- 
tions that  would  carry  him  throughout 
his  ministry.  There  shall  not  any  man 
be  able  to  stand  before  thee  all  the 
days  of  thy  life;  as  I  was  with  Moses, 
so  I  will  be  with  thee:  I  will  not  fail 
thee,  nor  forsake  thee.  (Joshua  1 :5) 
God  knew  in  advance  every  situation 
and  every  problem  that  Joshua  would 
face. 

Every  leader  must  be  willing  to  sac- 
rifice of  his  or  her  self  The  sacrifice 
comes  in  many  ways;  loneliness, 
fatigue,  criticism  and  rejection.  Just  to 
name  a  few.  We  must  be  willing  to 
pick  up  our  cross  daily  and  follow 
Jesus.  And  whosoever  of  you  will  be 
chief,  shall  be  servant  of  all.  "For  even 
the  Son  of  man  came  not  to  be  minis- 
tered unto,  but  to  minister,  and  to  give 
his  life  for  ransom  for  many."  (Mark 


10:44-45) 

Spiritual  leaders  are  not  elected, 
nominated  nor  appointed  by  the 
church;  rather  they  are  called  by  God 
to  serve  His  purpose  and  people.  Only 
God  can  make  a  man  or  a  woman  a 
spiritual  leader.  Leadership  begins 
first  with  a  relationship  with  Jesus  and 
a  call  to  serve.  A  spiritual  leader  began 
his  or  her  leadership  with  an  audience 
of  one,  God  himself.  For  unto  whom- 
soever much  is  given,  of  him  shall  be 
much  required.  (Luke  12:48b) 

Spiritual  leaders  recognize  that  all 
of  their  help  comes  from  the  Lord.  We 
will  experience  many  hardships  and 
joys  during  the  life  of  the  ministry. 
Spiritual  leaders  are  called  to  give 
themselves  in  the  mission  as  well  as 
the  ministry.  God's  chosen  leaders  be 
called  to  be  faithful  to  the  work  of  the 
ministry. 

A  chosen  leader  of  God  must  be 
ahead  of  his  or  her  followers.  Because 
of  this  he  or  she  often  lives  with  lone- 
liness. There  are  areas  in  our  lives  that 
we  must  walk  alone.  In  our  human- 
ness,  we  need  the  company  of  others 
and  want  to  share  our  heavy  loads  with 
a  friend  or  what  seems  to  be  a  friend. 
Leadership  is  a  very  lonely  position  on 
this   Christian  journey.   The  Old 


Testament  prophets  were  lonely  men. 
Now  we  can  understand  why  it  is  so 
important  to  have  a  relationship  with 
Jesus  first.  That  relationship  must  be 
nurtured  by  reading  the  word  of  God 
and  getting  a  lot  of  knee  exercise. 

Fatigue  is  a  word  all  leaders  know 
very  well.  Nevertheless,  let  us  not  be 
weary  in  well  doing:  for  in  due  season 
we  shall  reap  if  we  faint  not. 
(Galatians  6:9)  The  spirit  of  the  wel- 
fare state  does  not  produce  leaders. 
Leaders  must  be  willing  to  rise  early 
and  work  late  to  expend  great  efforts 
in  diligent  study  and  faithfiil  work. 

Leaders  have  been  criticized  from 
the  beginning  of  time.  If  you  are  doing 
anything  for  the  Kingdom  of  God, 
working  in  the  vineyards,  criticism 
will  come.  It  is  so  easy  to  sit  on  the 
sideline  and  criticize  one  another,  but 
what  are  you  doing  for  the  Kingdom? 
Is  anyone  getting  saved  under  your 
leadership?  Are  lives  being  changed? 
Are  you  making  a  difference?  Or,  are 
you  still  sitting  there  making  excuses! 
The  cost  of  leadership  is  very  expen- 
sive. 

Rejection  is  something  all  chosen 
leaders  feel.  Many  of  us  experience 
and  all  of  us  are  aware  of  what  it  feels 
like  to  be  rejected.  Jesus  was  rejected 


by  His  own  and  they  received  Hu: 
not.  As  pastors,  spiritual  leaders 
Christian  leaders,  we  must  understant 
the  price  of  leadership.  Then  and  onl; 
then  are  we  able  to  survive  the  cost  o 
leadership.  As  long  as  we  stay  focuse 
on  the  prize  of  the  higher  calling  o 
Christ  Jesus,  we  will  make  it  in  lif 
and  make  a  difference  in  the  lives  o 
God's  people. 

We  must  understand  that  we  ar 
chosen  vessels  to  do  the  work  and  th 
will  of  the  One  who  sent  us.  Just  lik 
God  assured  Joshua,  I  will  never  fai 
thee  nor  forsake  thee.  As  spiritua 
leaders  we  must  be  strong  and  of  goOd 
courage;  we  must  not  be  afraid.  Ai 
new  pastors  we  are  challenged  dail) 
When  we  face  trials,  tribulations,  ani 
temptations,  we  must  recognize  the 
God  is  with  us  to  face  every  challengt 
God  has  already  equipped  us  to  b 
more  than  conquers  as  leaders  in  th 
ministry  and  in  every  aspect  of  ou 
lives.  As  chosen  leaders  of  God  Wi 
must  trust  Him  and  seek  his  divin 
direction.  Let  the  word  of  God  becom 
life  through  you.  Meditate  on  the  won 
day  and  night  and  do  all  that  is  writtei 
in  it  and  our  ways  shall  be  made  pros 
perous  and  we  shall  have  good  sue 
cess. 


le  2002 


Baptist  Informer 


Page  Nineteen 


NEWS 


Rev.  R.  L.  Sanders  Receives  His  Masters 


Sanders 


On  June  8,  2002,  Reverend  Robert 
Sanders  received  his  Master  of  Arts 
Ministry 

r  o  m 
a  r  o  1  i  n  a 
liversity  of 
eology  in 
:  a  n  1  e  y  , 

o  r  t  h 
i  r  o  1  i  n  a  . 
;  V  e  r  e  n  d 
nders  is 
;  pastor  of 
;  Antioch 
issionary  Baptist  Church  in  Monroe, 
>rth  CaroHna.  Antioch  Missionary 
ptist  Church  is  the  home  church  of 
iter  JuUas  McDonald,  the  President 

the  Women's  Baptist  Home  and 
reign  Missionary  Convention  of 
►rth  CaroHna.  Reverend  Sanders  is 
rrently  Bl-vocational  and  has  served 
I  honorable  years  in  the  United 
ites  Armed  Forces  where  he  was  a 
lipient  of  the  Bronze  Star  Award 
d  held  the  rank  of  Captain.  He 
;eived  a  Bachelor  of  Science  Degree 


in  Electrical  Engineering  from 
Tuskegee  University  and  holds  an 
additional  masters  in  the  area  of 
Business  Administration. 

Reverend  Sanders  has  literally 
preached  and  ministered  around  the 
world  to  diverse  congregations  and 
individual  souls.  However,  the  joy  of 
his  heart  is  being  pastor  of  Antioch 
Missionary  Baptist  Church.  A  church 
that  has  remained  spiritually  driven  for 
124  years  and  full  of  African 
American  History  from  the 
Rosenwald  School  which  still  stands 
on  its  property  to  the  rich  traditional 
heritage  shared  by  the  church  elders. 
Reverend  Sanders  sees  Antioch  as  a 
church  spiritually  posed  for  the  suc- 
cess of  God's  work  and  budding  with 
new  life.  Reverend  Sanders  plans  to 
continue  his  educational  growth  in 
God's  word  by  pursuing  a  Doctor  of 
Ministry  degree  from  Carolina 
University  of  Theology.  He  is  married 
to  Anita  D.  (Locus)  Sanders,  and  they 
have  three  children,  Joshua,  Jessica 
and  Ashley. 


list  Cliurch  continues 

Regular  Baptist:  Regular  Baptist 
ire  comprised  chiefly  of  the  town 
opie  and  those  of  better  education, 
parate  Baptist  were  critical  of  the 
gular  Baptist,  because  they  felt  they 
;re  not  strict  enough  in  requiring 
w  church  members  to  give  a  clear 
idence  of  a  conversion  experience, 
sentially  those  who  remained  con- 
cted  to  the  Church  of  England  were 
nsidered  Regular  Baptist. 

issionary  Baptist  a  Short  synopsis 
The  Reverend  W.W.  Colley,  a  native 
Virginia  and  a  Negro  missionary  to 
rica  under  the  foreign  Mission 
)ard  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
mvention,  was  mainly  instrumental 
the  organization  of  the  Baptist 
ireign  Missionary  Convention  at 
ontgomery  Alabama,  in  November 
80.  Colley  was  its  first  correspon- 
ig  secretary,  a  position  which  he 
cupied  until  1893  when  he  returned 


to  Africa  with  five  other  missionaries 
sent  out  by  the  new  Convention.  In  an 
effort  to  unite  all  Negro  Baptists  for 
missions,  the  American  National 
Baptist  Convention  was  organized  by 
six  hundred  delegates  representing 
seventeen  states,  meeting  in  the  city  of 
St.  Louis  on  August  25,  1886.  The 
Reverend  W.  J.  Simmons,  of 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  was  elected  the 
first  president.  The  forming  of  this 
body,  however,  did  not  solve  the  prob- 
lem created  by  the  multiplicity  of  mis- 
sionary agencies  among  colored 
Baptists.  In  1893  another  was  organ- 
ized in  Washington,  D.C.,  under  the 
name  of  the  Baptist  National 
Educational  Convention.  By  1895  it 
was  possible  to  unite  Negro  Baptists  in 
one  body,  the  National  Baptist 
Convention  of  America,  organized 
at  Atlanta,  Ga.  It  was  to  function 
through  a  Foreign  Mission  Board,  a 
Board  of  Education,  and  a  Board  of 
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Missions.  In  1915  the  Convention  was 
divided  over  a  dispute  concerning  con- 
trol of  property  and  publications.  The 
larger  segment  was  incorporated  as  the 
National  Baptist  Convention  of  the 
U.S.A.,  Inc.  The  smaller  segment 
retained  the  original  name  by  court 
action.  Both  organizations  represent 
today  a  combined  membership  of 
approximately  ten  millions,  and  exert 
a  much  greater  influence  in  American 
life  than  becomes  evident  to  the  casu- 
al reader  of  Baptist  history.  Their  story 
is  yet  to  be  told  adequately. 

The  New  Kid  on  the  Block 

The  Full  Gospel   Baptist  Church 

Movement 

1.  What  type  of  governmental  struc- 
ture do  they  use? 

2.  What  is  meant  by  full  gospel? 

3.  What,  does  it  offer? 

4.  How  does  that  differ  from  what  you 


now  have? 

5.  What  are  you  leaving? 

6.  Is  it  worth  it?  ~ 

7.  Is  this  new,  or  something  old 
repackaged? 

From  W.  E.  B.  Dubois's  book:  A 
Prayer  For  Dark  People: 
In  these  first  beginnings  of  the  new 
life  of  the  world,  renew  in  us  the  reso- 
lution to  persist  in  the  good  work  we 
have  begun.  Give  us  strength  of  body 
and  strength  of  mind  and  unfaltering 
determination  to  carry  out  that  which 
we  know  to  be  good  and  right.  Forgive 
all  wavering  in  the  past  service 
of  Thy  cause  and  make  us  strong  to  go 
forward  in  spite  of  the  doubts  of  our 
friends  and  our  enemies  and  in  spite  of 
our  own  distrust  in  ourselves.  Out  of 
the  death  of  winter  comes  ever  and 
again  the  resurrection  of  spring:  so  out 
of  evil  bring  good,  O  God,  and  out  of 
doubt  determination.  Amen. 
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ADOPTION  AND  FOSTER  CARE  NEWS 


Who  Says  Singles  Cannot  Adopt? 


Think  of  at  least  10  qualities  that 
describe  you.  Once  you  have  thought 
of  those  qualities,  write  them  on  paper. 
I  am  going  to  list  some  qualities  that  I 
think  describes  you.  Those  qualities 
are:  God-fearing,  loving,  giving,  sup- 
portive, caring,  making  a  difference, 
family-oriented,  active,  dependable 
and  single.  If  these  qualities  describe 
yourself  then  you  would  be  perfect  to 
become  a  single  adoptive  or  foster 
care  parent.  Who  says  singles  cannot 
adopt  if  they  possess  these  qualities? 

In  1970,  if  an  interested  single  had 
decided  to  go  to  an  adoption  agency 
and  apply  for  a  child,  unfortunately, 
they  would  have  been  denied.  There 
would  not  have  been  a  second  thought. 
Back  then  there  were  laws  in  some 
states  against  single  parent  adoption. 
Now,  thousands  of  children  are  stay- 
ing in  a  loving  permanent  home  with 
single  men  or  women  who  have  decid- 
ed to  become  parents.  In  the  last  20 
years  there  has  been  a  sizable  increase 
in  the  number  of  single  parent  adop- 
tions. 

In  this  new  century  more  independ- 
ent singles  are  now  becoming  adoptive 
and  foster  care  parents.  They  go 
through  the  same  mandatory  parenting 
training  classes  as  married  couples  do. 
Single  parents  give  just  as  much  love 
as  a  married  couple  does.  For  exam- 
ple, GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry  hosted  a  conference  at  a 
church  in  Greensboro.  At  this  confer- 
ence there  were  informative  seminars 
about  adoption  and  foster  care.  One  of 
the  seminars  that  really  touched  me 
was  the  testimony  of  young  woman 
and  teenager  who  became  a  family. 

The  teenager  gave  a  vivid  picture 
of  what  she  went  through  as  a  child. 
She  mentioned  that  her  family  situa- 
tion vyas  not  good.  Eventually,  she  was 
taken  away  from  her  family  and 
placed  into  a  foster  home.  She  always 
felt  that  something  good  was  in  store 
for  her.  She  started  attending  this 
church  and  met  a  young  woman  who 
is  a  member  of  this  church  and  they 
began  a  friend-mentor  relationship. 


Did  I  mention  that 
young  woman  is  single? 
For  months  their  rela- 
tionship grew  and  they 
became  more  than  just 
friends.  One  day  while 
the  two  were  spending 
time  together  she  joking- 
ly asked  her  friend  "don't 
you  want  to  adopt  me"? 
This  time  around  the 
young  lady  thought  that 
she  was  just  joking.  She 
was  not  even  thinking  about  adopting 
a  child  and  at  that  a  teenager. 

What  could  she  do  with  a  teenager 
that  is  already  set  in  their  way?  The 
young  woman  really  did  not  think 
about  adoption  until  her  young  friend 
mentioned  it.  She  prayed  and  thought 
about  it.  The  next  time  the  two  were 
spending  time  with  each  other  and  the 
woman  jokingly  said,  "What  would 
you  say  if  I  wanted  to  adopt  you"?  The 
teenager  thought  that  she  was  playing 
a  trick  on  her.  She  asked  the  woman  if 
she  was  serious.  The  woman  respond- 
ed by  saying  "yes". 

The  woman  went  through  all  the 
required  background  checks  and  par- 
enting courses  that  perspective  parents 
went  through.  Once  she  completed 
everything  the  easy  part  came  when 
she  received  the  news  that  the  teenag- 
er was  clear  for  adoption. 

Since  then  their  relationship  has 
blossomed  into  a  true  mother-  daugh- 
ter relationship. 

At  the  end  of  the  testimony  the 
young  woman  said  something  about 
her  daughter  that  I  will  not  forget.  She 
said,  "I  believe  God  has  something  in 
store  for  everyone".  "  I  did  not  know 
that  I  was  going  to  become  an  adop- 
tive parent.  If  God  has  planned  for  me 
to  do  this,  then  may  the  work  1  have 
done  speak  for  me";  The  young 
woman  was  very  sincere  with  her 
emotions  with  making  the  statement. 
Who  says  that  singles  cannot  adopt? 
The  answer  is  no  one.  -The  only  one 
who  can  truthfully  answer. that. ques- 
tion is  our  savior. 


The  Faith  Community:  The  Hotline 
Operators  of  Faith 

Hello!  You  have  ed  a  leap  of  faith  and  their  willingnc- 
reached  the  Adoption  and    to  vessel. 

Foster  Care  Faith  based    The  North  American  Council 


By  Earl  Horton 
(pictured  above) 
GBSC  Adoption  &  Foster  Care 
Ministry  -  Director  of  Public 
Relations 


Community  Hotline. 
Please  touch  2  if  you  are 
interested  in  Adoption,  3 
if  you  are  interested  in 
foster  care  and  touch  1 1  if 
you  are  interested  in  both 
Adoption  and  Foster  Care. 
Once  your  selection  has 
been  made  please  listen  to  the  instruc- 
tions on  how  to  become  an  Adoptive 
and/or  Foster  Care  parent. 

The  Faith  Based  Initiatives  across 
the  nation  are  forming  partnerships  to 
address  the  issue  of  thousands  of  chil- 
dren in  need  of  permanency  in  their 
lives.  Under  the  leadership  and  guid- 
ance of  Dr.  John  D.  Fuller,  Sr., 
President  and  Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr., 
Executive  Director  of  General  Baptist 
State  Convention  of  North  Carolina, 
Inc.  is  assisting  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  and  the  nation  with  bridging 
the  gap  to  permanency  for  children  of 
different  cultural  and  religious  back- 
grounds. 

The  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry  staff  has  a  sense  of  renewed 
commitment  and  heightened  anticipa- 
tion of  its  mission  to  identify  families 
for  children.  Recently,  President  Bush 
has  pledged  his  support  by  establish- 
ing the  Office  of  Faith-Based  and 
Community  Initiatives  to  take  the  lead 
responsibility  to  strengthen  and 
expand  grassroots  and  faith-base  serv- 
ices. I  am  proud  to  be  affiliated  with 
our  Convention  in  that  our  leadership 
has  been  at  the  forefront  with  estab- 
lishing strength-based  projects  as 
expressed  by  President  Bush.  The 
Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry 
project  and  other  Community-based 
projects  under  the  leadership  of  Dr. 
Fuller  and  Dr.  Logan  have  demonstrat- 
If  you  are  single  and  interested  in 
becoming  an  adoptive  or  foster  care 
parent  please  call  the  GBSC 
Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry  at 
919-754-8333. 


Adoptable  Children  (NACAC)  pr 
filed  several  successful  programs  fro 
the  faith  community.  The  Genei, 
Baptist  State  Convention  of  Not 
Carolina  Inc.  (GBSC  Adoption  ai 
Foster  Care  Ministry)  was  one  of  t 
programs  featured  for  our  recruitme 
of  African-American  singles  and  co 
pies  in  the  faith  community  in  Noii 
Carolina.  Last  August,  NACAC  inv 
ed  the  project  staff  to  present  a  wor 
shop  on  recruitment  of  Afric;' 
Americans  in  the  faith  community ! 
their  National  Conference.  The  sen 
nar  illustrated  our  approach  in  recrul 
ment  of  families  within  the  commui 
ty.  I 

The  NC  Division  of  Social  Servici 
and  the  GBSC  established  this  recru' 
ment  project  in  1998.  The  GBSC  hi 
taken  the  initiative  to  go  into  t 
African-American  churches  and  pni 
ent  the  need  of  finding  permane 
homes  for  African- American  childre' 
The  ministry  also  recruits  voluntet 
within  local  congregations  to  coon 
nate  recruitment  activities,  which 
not  limited  to  Baptist  denominate 
North  Carolina.  I 

With  the  support  from  the  Fail 
Communities  and  with  the  renew! 
commitments  by  the  Federal  and  Sul 
government  the  urge  of  identifyiii 
families  for  children  will  be  not  only 
national  task  but  a  statewide  one  alsl 
Please  contact  Mr.  Earl  Horton  or  Rtl 
Anthonette  Wright  for  additior 
information  concerning  the  Adopti! 
and  Foster  Care  Ministry.  Staff 
available  to  attend  conferences,  coi, 
munity  day  functions,  and  oth 
church  services.  For  more  infonr, 
tion:  919-754-8333  or  919-754-880(1 


Meet  Alex  &  Ciara,  2  beai 
tiful  children  looking  fb? 
loving  home,  on  Page  24 


ne  2002 


Baptist  Informer 


Page  Twenty-One 


ision  report  continues 

;ntion  promotes  Christian  Education 
id  training.  You  can  also  order  your 
ibles,  robes,  hymnbooks  and  Sunday 
:hool  supplies  from  our  bookstore. 
The  GBB  also  expanded  to 
izabeth  City,  NC,  with  a  branch  at 
e  Saint  Stephens  Missionary  Baptist 
liurch.  Moderator  Ricky  Banks, 
istor.  Support  our  stores.  Please 
der  your  materials  from  us. 

VE  BAPTIST  INFORMER 

The  Baptist  Informer  continues  to 
;  the  leading  African-American  reli- 
ous  publication  in  the  country.  We 
e  excited  about  the  paper.  We 
icourage  every  church  and  General 
iptist  to  subscribe.  Send  your  annual 
bscriptions  to  Baptist  Headquarters, 
)3  South  Wilmington  Street,  Raleigh, 
C  27601-2338.  RATES  WILL 
ICREASE  September  I,  2002. 

ISASTER  RELIEF  &  HOUSING 
We  are  grateful  and  appreciative  of 
e  work  of  the  Reverend  Dr.  Thurman 
,  Everett  and  the  GBSC,  Inc., 
ousing  Committee.  The  GBSC  con- 
lues  to  respond  to  the  tragedy  fol- 
wing  Hurricane  Floyd  and  to  make 
)me  ownership  possible  for  any  per- 
in  that  desires  a  home  of  his  or  her 
vn. 

We  have  received  several  grants  for 
urricane  Floyd  survivor  projects  in 
■inceville  and  Navassa,  NC.  The 
ommittee  also  is  working  with 
lurches,  associations  and  families 
terested  in  home  ownership,  credit 
lief  and  predatory  lending.  We  thank 
e  support  of  local,  county,  State  and 
deral  officials. 

HE  MILLENNIUM  STEWARD- 
HIP  CAMPAIGN 

The  GBSC,  Inc.,  is  in  the  midst  of 
ir  first  Millennium  Stewardship 
ampaign.  The  Campaign  is  headed 
id  coordinated  by  Dr.  W.  B.  Lewis, 
everend  Clinton  Feemster,  Mrs. 
lizabeth  Young;  along  with  Mr. 
exter  Perry  of  A&B  Asset 
lanagement  Service  Inc.,  coordinator 
f  our  General  Baptist  Foundation, 
ic;  Mr.  Ulysses  Bell,  The  Bell  Group 
id  Mr.  Willie  T.  Closs,  Jr.,  North 
arolina  Mutual  Insurance  Company, 
he  project  seeks  to  create  a  perma- 


nent endowment  for  the  GBSC  and 
GBF.  Call  919-858-7817,  919-816- 
9241  fax,  dexterp@bellsouth.net  for 
more  information. 

PRAY  FOR  THE  WORK 

Call  us  at  800-639-GBSC  or  919- 
821-7466,  or  fax  919-836-0061,  email 
alogan(q),gbsc.org.  www.gbsc.org  or 
write  to  Baptist  Headquarters,  603 
South  Wilmington  Street,  Raleigh, 
NC,  27601-2338. 

Ten  Myths  continues 

ardy  in  Egypt  to  protect  the  infants 
who  to  death.  (Exodus  1:15-21) 
Remember  Rahab,  who  disobeyed  the 
authorities  in  Jericho  because  she 
knew  God  was  with  the  Israelite  spies. 
Her  faith  saved  her  household  and 
places  her  in  the  lineage  of  Christ. 
(Joshua  2:1-2;  6:23-25;  James  2:25) 

7.  Women  are  more  easily  deceived 
than  men. 

Women  have  never  been  the  major 
source  of  deception  during  any  period 
of  church  history.  Sin  sand  evil  are 
sources  of  deception  for  both  men  and 
women.  (2  Thess.  2:9-10  NKJV) 

8.  Women  cannot  be  fulfilled  or 
spiritually  effective  without  a  hus- 
band and  children. 

Scripture  says  that  our  lives  can  be 
made  complete  by  only  one  thing:  a 
constant,  abiding  relationship  with 
Christ.  This  is  true  for  men  and 
women  alike  all  of  us  are  called  to 
know  Him.  (Romans  8:17) 

9.  Women  should  not  work  outside 
the  home. 

Jesus  wants  His  witness  everywhere. 
We  need  godly  women  in  the  work- 
place.We  need  godly  women  in  gov- 
ernment. We  need  godly  women  in  the 
media,  in  every  profession.  How  can 
we  be  "the  light  of  the  world"  if  we 
take  half  the  light  we  have  and  hide  it 
under  a  bushel?  (Matthew  5:14) 

10.  Women  must  obediently  submit 
to  their  husbands  in  all  situations. 
Only  submitted  men  of  God  are  apt 
heads  of  households.  (Eph.  5:25-33; 
Col.  3:19)  It  is  so  important  that 
women  wait  for  God  to  send  husbands 
in  the  "word."  As  we  wait,  we  should 
prepare  for  a  Holy  union. 


PREACHER'S  HOOPER  SERMON  REPORT  2002 
BLACK  PREACHING  SERMONS 
Dr.  Ricky  R.  Eason  Sr.-  94  Different  Sermons  (20  hrs.  of  research  per  sermon) 


SERMON 

01.  Your  Anchor  Holds  And  Grips  The  Solid 

Rock 

02.  You  Got  The  Right  One  Baby/Doing  The 

Thing  Right 

03.  God  Said  It,  I  Believe  &  That  Settles  It  / 

It  All  Adds  Up 

04.  Burn  Up  Or  Burn  Out  For  God 

05.  Busted  Britches  From  Straddling  The 

Fence 

06.  Dangerous  Minds 

07.  Don't  Even  Think  About  It 

08.  Fired  Up  By  The  Holy  Ghost 

09.  Are  You  Full  Of  The  Stuff 

10.  Let's  Get  On  Board 

11.  God  Picked  Me  To  Be  On  His  Side 

12.  Grace  On  The  Race 

13.  Grow  Up  Or  Blow  Up 

14.  Hang  In  There 

15.  He  Lifted  Me  Up  Out  Of  The  Miry  Clay 

16.  Look  Where  The  Lord  Has  Brought  Me 

From 

17.  If  My  People 

18.  We  Can  Do  It  For  A  New  Day  Has  Come 

19.  I  Know  What  Prayer  Can  Do 

20.  Put  Some  Clothes  On  Child 

21.  A  Right  Thing  In  A  Wrong  Time 

22.  The  Man  Who  Had  Everything  But  The 

Right  Thing 

23.  Soap  For  The  Soul 

24.  Stay  On  The  Lord's  Side 

25.  If  You  Take  One  Step  He'll  Take  Two 

26.  Stepping  In  Your  Own  Mess 

27. 1  Can't  Lose  With  The  Stuff  I  Use 

28.  You  Can't  Touch  This 

29.  Warm  In  A  Cold  Situation 

30.  That's  The  Way  He  Died  But  That's  Not 

The  End  Of  The  Story 

31.  What  You  See  Is  What  You  Get 

32.  What's  Faith  Got  To  Do  With  It 

33.  You  Can't  Make  It  Without  God 

34.  I  Just  Want  To  Say...  "Thank  You  Lord" 

35.  A  Heart  Like  Thine 

36.  Just  A  Closer  Walk  With  Thee 

37.  Give  Me  A  Clean  Heart  So  I  Can  Serve 

You 

38.  What  Ever  The  Problem  God  Has  The 

Answer 

39.  Peace  -  In  The  Midst  Of  My  Storm 
40. 1  Am  On  The  Right  Road,  Now! 

41.  A  Good  Man  In  A  Bad  Situation 

42.  Good  Medicine  For  A  Bad  Ailment 

43.  Stand  Up  And  Testify 

44.  Bad  Boys!  What  You'll  Going  To  Do 

When  He  Comes  For  You 

45.  Angels  Just  Keep  Watching  Over  Me 

46.  Go  Ahead!  Make  My  Day 

47.  A  Trip  To  The  Cross 

48.  Jesus!  Jesus!  Jesus!  He  Is  Somebody's 

Preacher 

49.  On  The  Day  Of  Pentecost 

50.  Jesus  Is  All  That!  And  A  Whole  Lot 

More 

51.  Muddy  Putty  in  The  Potters  Hands 

52.  When  Stress  Controls  You  Jesus  Consoles 
You 

53.  Black  Men  And  Women,  Changing  A 

Generation 
S4.I  Am  Black  But  I  Am  Somebody 
55.Staying  Afloat  In  A  Sinking  Boat 


TITLES: 

56.  He  That  Has  A  Friend  Must  Show 
Himself  Friendly 

57.  Victory  Is  Mine 

58.  Occupy  Till  I  Come 

59.  A  Man  On  A  Mission/The  Borrowed  Ax 

60.  Busy  In  God's  Business 

61.  That's  Just  Like  Mama 

62.  He's  Alive  And  I  Am  Glad  About  It 

63.  What  The  World  Needs  Now  Is  Love 

Sweet  Love 

64.  I  Moved  From  My  Old  House  And  My 

Old  Friends 
65. 1  Just  Want  To  Know  Why 

66.  What  Do  You  Do  When  Life  Is  Not  Fair 

67.  Why  Do  Bad  Things  Happen  To  Good 

People 

68.  What  Do  You  Do  When  Your  Brook  Runs 
Dry 

69.  Diagnosis  From  Dr.  Jesus,  Go  And  See 

The  Dr. 

70.  Who  Is  This  Man 

71.  What  Would  Jesus  Do 

72.  If  I  Could  But  Touch  The  Hem  Of  His 

Garment 

73.  Come  See  A  Man  Twenty-One  (21)  New 

Sermons 

74.  Wounded  By  The  Ones  You  Love 

75.  How  To  Stand  In  The  Storms  Of  Life 

76.  Don't  Quit 

77.  Speak  To  Me  Lord  Jesus 

78.  Get  Behind  Me  Satan 

79.  Good  Things  Happen  When  Jesus  Shows 

Up 

80.  Where  Are  You?  Adam 

81.  Committed  Because  I  Am  Submitted 

82.  Are  You  A  Disciplined  Disciple 

83.  Answering  God's  Call 

84.  Too  Blessed  To  Be  Stressed 

85.  Thrilled  By  His  Will 

86.  These  Things  Only  Come  By  Prayer  and 

Fasting 

87.  Just  Like  Daddy 

88. 1  Got  Two  Wing  And  The  World  Can't 
Do  Me  No  Harm 

89.  The  Prayer  Of  Jabez 

90.  I  Will  Meet  You  On  The  Other  Side 

91.  Can't  Come  Right  Now,  I  Am  On  Duty 

92.  What  A  Mighty  God  We  Serve 

93.  When  Life  Makes  You  Wonder 

94.  Fighting  Mad 

You  may  order  sermons: 

Make  check  payable  to:  Ricky  Eason 

Prices: 

1.  Individual  sermons  are  2.99  each  -  CCD's  Are 
Available 

2.  1  Sermon  Notebook  With  10  Sermons  -  28.95. 
Each  Notebook 

3.  10  Sermons  in  each  notebook  -  Mix  or  makeup 
your  own  notebook  -  By  Mail!  Add  $3.50  Postage 
And  Handling.  Money  Order  or  Cash  -  Two-three 
day  delivery  *Design  your  own  notebook  of  ser- 
mons at  the  same  great  price.  *Have  it  your  way! 
Checks  Accepted! 

4.  For  Revival  Preaching  Appointments  or 
Sermon  order  call: 

Call  First  -  Home  (864)  576-4961 

2nd  Business  (864)  576-3747 
E-mail  address:  rickyl39@bellsouth.net 
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SOMM  TUmGS  Y^USHOUJLDKNOWJkSOUT 

CHURCH  BONHS 


What  Are  Church  Bonds? 

Church  Bonds  are  certificates  issued  to  provide  funds  for  buildings 
or  some  other  financial  need.  Governments,  corporations,  utilities 
and  other  non-profit  organizations  issue  Bonds  to  finance  many 
kinds  of  projects. 

Are  Bonds  L.ike  Stock? 

No.  Stock  represents  ownership,  while  Bonds  represent  borrowed 
money.  With  Bonds,  the  borrower  (church)  agrees  to  repay  the 
investors  their  principal  with  interest. 

How  Is  Interest  Paid? 

Simple  interest  Bonds  pay  the  interest  by  check  each  six  months. 
Compound  interest  Bonds  accrue  and  compound  the  interest  each 
six  months  with  principal  and  interest  paid  at  maturity.  For  the 
interest  rates  on  our  Bonds,  consult  the  back  of  this  brochure. 

What  Secures  My  Investment? 

The  prospectus  includes  a  section  entitled  Security  for  the  Bonds. 
Questions  with  regard  to  the  security  of  the  bonds  are  addressed  in 
this  section. 

What  Denominattions  Are  Available? 

Bonds  are  available  in      year  increments  in  any  multiple  of  $250. 

How  Do  I  Purchase  A  Church  Bond? 

Bonds  are  offered  by  churches  only  by  means  of  a  prospectus, 
which  sets  forth  the  information  you  need  to  know  before  making 
the  investment.  Copies  of  the  prospectus  are  available  from  either 
the  church  or  the  broker. 


How  Do  I  Redeem  MLy  Bonds? 

You  really  do  not  have  to  do  anything,  since  the  bonds  are  issned 
in  book  entry  form.  Upon  maturity,  the  Trustee  will  automatical^ 
mail  you  a  check  for  your  principal  phis  any  accrued  interest.  YoM 
will  receive  an  acknowledgment  within  thirty  days  of  purchase  tiMt 
the  Trustee  has  registered  your  church  Bond(s>.  Be  sure  to  infonra 
the  Trustee  if  your  address  changes. 

Can  The  Church  Pay  The  Bond  Off  Before  Maturity? 

Yes,  the  church  can  redeem  any  or  all  of  its  Bonds  on  three-monA 
intervals  provided  the  owner  of  record  receives  a  thirty-day  notice. 
The  Church  would  pay  the  accrued  interest  through  the  date  of  the 

"call. " 

When  Does  The  Interest  Begin? 

TTie  interest  begins  to  accrue  on  the  issue  date  provided  the  escrow 
agent  receives  payment  for  the  Bond(s)  on  or  before  that  date. 
Otherwise,  interest  will  begin  on  the  date  payment  is  received  by 
the  escrow  agent. 

Can  Bonds  Be  Used  To  Fund  IRA  Accounts? 

Yes.  You  can  usually  transfer  (rollover)  your  present  IRA  or  SEP 
funds  into  a  Self-Directed  Account.  You  then  instruct  your  Trustee 
to  purchase  Bonds  to  fund  that  account. 

Can  I  Cash  My  Church  Bond  At  Any  Time? 

No.  However  you  would  be  free  to  sell  your  Bond,  give  it  away,  or 
borrow  money  on  it.  You  cannot  redeem  it,  though,  imtil  it 
matures. 

Is  The  Interest  Taxable? 

Yes,  interest  on  church  Bonds  is  taxable  as  ordmary  income.  The 
owner  will  receive  a  1099  aimuatly  from  the  registrar. 


tstory  of  the  CHurch 


Ebenezer  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  LaGrange, 
located  in  Lenoir  County,  was  founded  in  1871, 
during  the  reconstruction  period  for  African- 
Americans  in  this  country.  Ebenezer  Missionary 
Baptist  Church  was  one  of  the  first  African- 
American  churches  to  be  organized  in  Lenoir 
County.  The  organization  of  the  church  during 
these  times  not  only  made  a  theological  statement 
of  faith,  but  was  an  expression  of  the  community's 
need  and  desire  for  an  institutional  base  from 
which  newly  freed  slaves  and  their  children  could 
launch  a  struggle  for  a  better  life.  Ebenezer 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  spoke  to  several 
different  needs.  It  provided  a  physical  structure  in 
which  members  could  freely  worship  and  declare 
their  faith  in  Jesus  as  their  Savior.  The  church 
also  provided  a  meeting  place  for  members  and 
others  to  associate  and  served  as  a  place  where 
former  slaves  and  their  children  could,  for  the  first 
time  in  history,  attain  an  education. 


The  sanctuary  was  purchased  in  1871  and  rebuilt 
in  1920  on  their  property  located  at  209  South 
Carey  Street,  LaGrange,  North  Carolina.  The 
building  has  3,562  square  feet  consisting  of  a 
vestibule  with  restrooms,  pulpit  area,  a  bathroom 
and  choir  room.  The  rear  of  the  church  has  a 
lower  level  that  is  approximately  787  square  feet 
and  Includes  a  bathroom,  office,  and  storage 
room.  The  Sunday  school  rooms,  nursery  and 
older  kitchen  are  located  in  the  older  part  of  the 
fellowship  hall,  which  was  constructed  in  1973. 
During  this  time,  Ebenezer  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  opened  its  doors  to  the  first  Meals  on 
Wheels  Program  and  the  nutritional  feeding 
program  for  Lenoir  County  elderly  citizens.  The 
success  and  popularity  of  this  effort  resulted  in  the 
Church  purchasing  a  van  in  order  to  transport 
elderly  citizens  to  the  Church.  In  1999  a  5,000 
square  foot  Fellowship  Hall  was  constructed. 


ommunittf  Projitc 


LaGrange,  North  Carolina,  has  a  population  of 
approximately  3,000,  with  the  surrounding  area, 
Lenoir  County,  having  an  estimated  population  of 
59,262.  The  Church  is  located  near  Wayne 
County  Industrial  Park,  Lenoir  Community 
College,  LaGrange  Elementary,  Vernon  Park  & 
Mall  and  Frink  Middle  School.  The  Church  is 
located  near  developing  residential  areas 
approximately  one  block  west  of  downtown 


Homes  in  the  area  range  In  value  from  $125,000 
to  $200,000.  Major  employers  include  the  Pepsi 
Bottling  Company,  Wal-Mart,  BellSouth, 
Chevrolet,  Lowes,  Target  and  Sams  Club. 


tcxirity  for  -the  JBond 
Issue 


Estimated  value  1 .33  acres  of  land  together  with 
existing  improvements  thereon  $735,000 


crnbership 


Year 
2001. 
2000 
1999 


Membership 

240 
.  .  210 


190 


'€iptt€M.l  Gifts  Campatgn 


On  July  1,  1999,  the  Church  conducted  a  capital 
stewardship  campaign  in  which  written  pledges 
were  received  from  members  totaling  $318,990 
for  the  period  ending  December  31 ,  2001 .  As  of 
December  31 ,  2001 ,  the  Church  had  received 
$1 1 0,970  of  such  pledges,  which  funds  were 
used  to  pay  towards  the  costs  of  the  fellowship 
hall  and  parking  lot  paving. 


rocecds  of  this  Issue 
Will  be  Use  to... 


The  Issuer  now  plans  to  pay  off  the  outstanding 
indebtedness  with  Southern  Bank  and  Trust 
Company  and  to  pay  costs  of  the  renovation  of 
the  stained  glass  windows  with  proceeds  from 
the  Bonds  of  this  issue. 


ijyiliations 


General  Baptist  State  Convention. 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina 

Bear  Creek  Missionary  Baptist 
Association 

Goldsboro,  North  Carolina 


le  2002 


Baptist  Informer 


Page  Twenty-three 


BVTEREST  RATES 


I 


IVlaturities 


Annual  Rates 


.5  to  l.O  years  4.00% 

l.S  to  2.5  years  4.75% 

3.0  to  4.0  years  5.40% 

4.5  to  6.0  years   5.95% 

6.5  to  8.0  years  6.70% 

8.5  to  lO.O  years   7.00% 

Bonds  of  this  issue  mature  semi- 
annually on  October  30  and  April  30, 
with  interest  payable  semi-annually. 
Some  bonds  pay  the  interest  by  check 
each  six  months,  while  others 
compound  semi-annually  with  both 
principal  and  interest  paid  at  maturity. 
The  bonds  are  offered  in  multiples  of 
$250.00 


This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a 
solicitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  The  offering  is  made  onty 
by  the  Prospectus  to  which  reference  is  made  for  the 
complete  information  authorized  in  the  sate  of  securities. 
These  securities  will  not  be  registered  with  the  Securities 
and  Exchange  Commission  being  exempt  securities 
under  section  3  (a)  (4)  of  the  Securities  Act  of  1933  as 
amended.  These  securities  will  be  exempt  from 
registration  or  otherwise  qualified  for  sale  in  all  states 
in  which  they  are  offered  and  in  which  states  Rives, 
Leavetl  &  Co.  is  qualified  to  act  as  a  Dealer  or  Broker. 


$232,000  General 
IMortguge  Bawtd  Issue 


Anticipated 
Issue  Date: 

April  30,  2002 


be:ive:z;e:r  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  of  LaGrange 


L-AGKANOli,  NORI  H  CAROLINA 


Semi-annual  Maturities: 
6  months  through  lO  years 


National  ^ssociMian  of  Securiti^  Dealers  O^-ASDJ 
Securities  Investor  J^otectian  Corporation  (StPCf) 
Securities  Industry  Association  {SIAl} 
JVationai  Association  of  Church  and 
insMtitionai  Financing  Cfrganizations,  Inc.  fNACIFO} 


■  c  "<? 


Yields: 

4.04% 
through 
7-12% 


733  North  State  St 
Jackson,  MS  39202 
(800)  748-8877 
(601)  948-4SOO 
www.rivesleavell.com 


Rates 

5.40% 
5.40% 
5.95% 
5.95% 
6.70% 


Years 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 


SIMPLE  INTEREST  INCOME  CHART 

Amount  Invested/Semi-Annual  Income* 

$20.ooo          $io.ooo          $s.ooo           $1.000  $soo 

$540.00             $270.00             $135.00               $27.00  $13.50 

540.00               270.00               135.00                 27.00  13.50 

595.00               297.50               148.75                 29.75  14.88 

595.00               297.50               148.75                 29.75  14.88 

670.00               335.00               167.50                 33.50  16.75 

COMPOUND  INTEREST  GROWTH  CHART 


$250 

$6.75 
6.75 
7.44 
7.44 
8.38 


Amount  Invested/Maturity 

Value* 

Rates 

Years 

$20,000 

$10,000 

$s.ooo 

$1,000 

$500 

$2SP 

4.00% 

$20,400.00 

$10,200.00 

$5,100  00 

$1,020.00 

$510.00 

$255.00 

4.04K  Annual  YieM 

1 

20.808.00 

10.404.00 

5,202.00 

1.040.40 

520.20 

260.10 

4.75% 

114 

$21,459.11 

$10,729.56 

$5,364.78 

$1,072.96 

$536.48 

$268.24 

4.81%  Annual  YieM 

2 

21,968.77 

10,984.38 

5.492.19 

1 ,098.44 

549.22 

274.61 

2Vi 

22.490.52 

11,245.26 

5.622.63 

1,124.53 

562.26 

281.13 

5.40% 

3T4 

$24,100.34 

$12,050.17 

$6,025.08 

$1,205.02 

$602.51 

$301 .25 

S.47'»  Annual  YleW 

5.95% 

4% 

$26,038.51 

$13,019.26 

$6,509.63 

$1,301.93 

$650.96 

$325.48 

6  [J4<M,  Annual  Ylaki 

5T4 

27.610.85 

13,805.43 

6.902.71 

1.380.54 

690.27 

345.14 

6.70% 

6T4 

$30,694.90 

$15,347.45 

$7,673.73 

$1,534.75 

$767.37 

$383.69 

6  .d1  %  Annual  Yield 

7% 

32,785.91 

16,392.95 

8.196.48 

1.639.30 

819.65 

409.82 

8 

33.884.24 

16.942.12 

8,471.06 

1.694.21 

847.11 

423.55 

7.00% 

8!4 

$35,893.51 

$17,946.76 

$8,973.38 

$1,794.68 

$897.34 

$448.67 

7.12%  Annual  YMd 

9 

37,149.78 

18.574.89 

9,287.45 

1.857.49 

928.74 

464.37 

954 

38,450.03 

19.225.01 

9,612.51 

1.922.50 

961.25 

480.63 

10 

39,795.78 

19,897.89 

9.948.94 

1,989.79 

994.89 

497.45 

EBENEZER  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 
OF  LAGRANGE 

LaGrange,  North  Carolina 

invites  your  indication 
of  interest  in 
$232,000 
General  Mortgage  Bonds 


This  Church  Is  Being  Assisted  By 
Rives,  L,eavell  &  Co. 

733  North  State  Street 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39202 

Phone:  (601)  948-4500 
Toll-free:  (800)  748-8877 
Email:  info@rivesleave11.com 


•This  chart  represents  the  value  of  securities  It 
payment  is  received  by  the  escrow  agent  on  or 
before  the  issue  date.  Payment  made  after  the 
issue  date  or  securities  called  before  maturity  will 
earn  interest  at  the  rate  specified  but  the  actual 
dollar  amount  at  redemption  will  be  less  than 
shown.  This  announcement  is  neither  <»n  offer  to 
sell  nor  the  solicitaion  of  an  offer  to  buy  these 
securities.  The  offering  is  made  by  prospectus 
only. 


O  Rtvas.  Leave!  &  Co. 


DFU  4/21/D2 


June  2002 
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REGISTRATION  AND  REPRESENTATION  FOR 


LAYMEN'S  LEAGUE,  CONGRESS  AND  USHERS 

DR.  JOHN  D.  FULLER,  SR.,  PRESIDENT       DR.  ARCHIE  D.  LOGAN,  JR.,  EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY  TREASURER 


MARTIN  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  1001  EAST  MARTIN  STREET.  RALEIGH.  NC  27601  (91 9>  833-9756 

DR.  CHARLES  BULLOCK.  PASTOR 

CHURCH  


ADDRESS . 
CITY  


STATE 


_ZIPCODE_ 


PASTOR 


ASSOCIATION 


PHONE  NUMBER  CHURCH  (      ) . 

YOUR  NAME  

ADDRESS  


PHONE  NUMBER  PASTOR  ( 


CITY 


STATE 


ZIPCODE 


YOUR  PHONE ( 


EAMIL  ADDRESS 


PERSONAL  REGISTRATION  $10.00  PER  PERSON 
NUMBER  OF  MESSENGERS  @  $10.00  EACH 

CHURCH  REPRSENTATION  $200.00  FOR  THE  SESSION 


AMOUNTS. 
AMOUNT  $  


PLEASE  SEND  YOUR  REGISTRATION/REPRESENTATION  FORM  TO 

BAPTIST  HEADQUARTERS 

"2ND-  -TRINITY  SESSION" 

603  SOUTH  WILMINGTON  STREET 

RALEIGH,  NC  27601-2338 

800-639-GBSC  (4272)  -  919/821-7466 

CHECK  ALL  SESSION(S)  YOU  PLAN  TO  AHEND 


MASTER  CARD/  VISA 


UYMEN 
CONGRESS. 
USHERS  _ 


******** 


******** 


HOTEL:  RALEIGH  CAPITAL  CENTER 
421  SOUTH  SALISBURY  STREET 
RALEIGH,  NC 
919-834-9900 
$89.00  +  12.5%  TAX 
DEADLINE  JUNE  15,  2002 


A&O  CHURCH  FURNITURE 


PO  Box  1053.  Jamestown.  NC  272X2 


1(105  Greensboro  Road.  High  Point.  NC  27250 


Local  .)36-454-5l45  •  ha\  .i.ifr.'.M.f  •  Toll  I-WI0-523-905K  •  T- 


I  Adda 


aoehurehfumilurefti'liotniatU 


•Who.Icsale 

•Pricing  10  Churches  & 
•Church  AHllialcd  Schools 
•Classroom  Scaling 
•Chalk  hoards 
•Bulletin  Boards 
•Folding  Tables 
•Folding  Chairs 
•Rocking  Chairs 
•Storage  Caddies 
•Teachers  Desks 


•Easels 

•Juvenile  Furniture 
•Folding  Stages 
•Activity  Tables 
•Library  Fumimrc 
•Folding  Doors 
•Room  Dividers 
•Office  Desks 
•Cabinets 

•Commercial  Carpel 


■Coal  Racks 
•NLirser>-  Cribs  &  Cots 
•Pews 
•Carpet 
•Stained  Glass 
•Pew  Upholstering 
•Pe«  Cushions 
•Fdiicational  Furniture 


Alex 


ADOPT  ALEX  AND 
CIARA. 


CIARA  and  ALEX 

Introducing  Ciara  and  Alex 
Ciara  and  Alex  are  affectionate 
and  very  pleasant  children.  They 
have  depended  on  each  other  their 
entire  lives  and  hope  a  nice,  lov- 
ing family  will  adopt  them  both. 

A  Closer  Look  at  Alex 

Little  Alex  likes  pre-school, 
but  he  can't  wait  to  go  to  "Big 
Boys"  school.  He  an  active,  outgo- 
ing and  social  little  boy  who 
makes  friends  easily.  He  has  good 
manners,  behaves  very  well  in 
public  and  doesn't  mind  doing 
chores  around  the  house.  Alex 

also  likes  to  play  with  Haus  and  ride  his  bike.  His  favorite  foods  are  hot 
dogs  and  candy,  when  he  can  get  it.  Alex,  too,  loves  to  get  lots  of  atten- 
tion and  hugs.  Alex  has  a  speech  problem  that  causes  him  to  stutter,  but 
he  works  with  a  speech  therapist  and  is  making  steady  progress  on  cor- 
recting it.  Birtliday:  June  30, 1997. 


A  Closer  Look  at  Ciara 

Ciara  is  a  healthy,  friendly 
little  girl  who  loves  attention, 
laughing  and  getting  hugs.  She 
makes  friends  very  easily  and  is  a 
joy  to  be  around.  Ciara  loves  to 
ride  her  bike,  play  dress  up  and 
shop  at  consignment  shops  with 
her  foster  mom.  She  also  likes  to 
play  with  her  dog,  Haus,  and  she 
has  recently  developed  a  great 
love  for  horses.  Ciara  faces  some 
challenges  academically  and  takes 
medication  to  help  her  stay 
focused  in  school.  She  works  very 
hard  in  class  and  can  do  well, 
given  some  individual  assistance. 


Ciara 
Birthday:  July  11,  1993 


A  Family  for  Ciara  and  Alex 

This  brother  and  sister  need  parents  who  can  set  limits  and  provide 
consistency,  along  with  lots  of  attention  and  love.  Ciara  and  Alex  both 
respond  well  to  praise  and  are  easy  kids  to  love  and  care  for.  (NC 
#045-1197)  (NC  #045-1198) 

For  more  information  about  Ciara  and  Alex,  or  adoption  in  general, 
please  call  the  NC  Kids  Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Network's  toll  free 
Hotline  at  1-877-625-4731. 


COMING... 

Black  College  .Awareness  Day  *2002' 

Saturday,  September  28,  2002 

10:00  a.m. -3:00  p.m. 
•  Over  SO  Historically  Black  Colleges  &  Universities 

•  Financial  Aid/Scholarships  Workshops 

•  ADA  (American  Disabilities  Act)  Workshop 
•  Middle  School  Standards,  Policies,  Procedures  Workshop 

•  College  Survival  Skills  'Rap^  Sessions 

•  Greek  Displays 
•  Door  Prizes 
•  High  School  Band  Block  Show  and  more  

This  event  is  FREE. ...No  Registration  Costs.. ..Lunch  Provided!lst  come  and  share  this  time  of  information,  fel- 
lowship and  fun! 

*For  more  information  contact:  Cathy  Jones  (a  (704)  537-6197  or  the  church  office  (ff  (704)  392-0392,  www.fmbc- 
charlottc.org  Servants  Affirming  God's  Word  Globally. ..Forward  Together 
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65th  Annual 
Church  Leadership  Conference 


Shaw  tiiiversitj-  Diviuily  Schooi 


July  12  &  I?.,  2002 


Workshop!)  Include.  7'/il'  /i/m*  Church  KxpfrmiKL'-  Then 
anJ  N'ini:  I  milling  Up  in-  Scllmj^  Oiil  ( hir  Youlh.  Spinlmil 
Formaliim.  Visionary  Leadership,  I'rcdchm)^  ( 7/«/t.  Spiritu- 
ality and  Healing,  Inlerprelina  I  hlfn  uli  /'avsn^'i's  in  the  (Jkl 
Testament,  ['reaching  Dijficult  New  Testament  Scrtfilures. 
('hurch  Conflict  and  Legal  .-luareness  Issues,  Church  Music, 
Domestic  Violence  and  Involving  Our  Youth  in  the  <  'hurch. 


June  22. 2002 

Of  >\^orksho>>s 

i/.irly  iiegisintlion  hy 
■hmc  'ih  S.ili 


o-  Iviltmu^ir.  Atn 


Shaw  University 
Divinity  School 

I  i  S  Soutti  Sirccr 
Ralsigh.M  27601 

If ortsli(,ps  held  on  ;uiri,.,,,v  in 
iiiMrirIc  l.e„ntirrJ  Huildmsi 

Phone:  919-546-S570 
rM:9IOS4«-8571 
Kinaif:  nrippii^shawii  edu 


SIDS 

lit  IIH<  t  .  ricli  in  hrril»K«- 
■  nil  lioo 


Shaw  rniwrsitv  Piviiiilv  s>  !uv;  'IT 


Uth  7)'.M  Worship 

13lh  W^^rkshi>p^: 
Male  Pastors  Mentoring  Female 
Clergy,  Spiritual  Formation, 
Christian  Education  in  the  Afri- 
can American  Expression,  Wor- 
ship, The  Call  o  f  God  &  Equip- 
ping Women  for  iMiJership  in 
the  Church 

Ecumenjeal  Holy  Cpimrainion 

TalbmO.  Staw,  PrfxJeni 
i.  1'.  Rtftiersoa,  Jr.,  Asiir 
Radolpb  Tripp.  IJinxloraf  Ci'nfiiining 


M  So  ■Ui  Street  /  Ruk-i^h.  NC  27G01 

1  ]  ipp 


Early  Registration-SSO       On-Site  Registration~S60 
Earfy  Regiatrstiort  Deadline—iune  28^ 

-:t--o;<-i>  '-.yiusii'M'i 
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Of  t«lllM«ra,  MO  (*l*B, 

Mall  tikglstratloa  Ufari 
Bt>««r  Ualvcratly  Olvln'it] 


I  ltal*l|ll.  KC  27<«1 


A  Fresh  Look  at  the 
New  Testament  Deacon 

By  John  H.  Walker,  D.  Min. 


NOW  AVAILABLE! 


There  is  a  critical  problem  concerning  the  Deacons  and  the  local  church,  stale  and  national 
conventions.  The  Deacons  are  assuming  leadership  roles  without  being  equipped  for  the  task  of 
leadership.  The  relationship  between  the  pastor  and  deacon  is  widening  because  there  is  a 
misunderstanding  concerning  the  mission  of  the  church.,  pastoral  leadership,  and  the  role  of  the 
deacons. 

This  book  is  a  must  tool  to  bridge  the  gap  between  the  role  of  Pastor  and 
Deacons  in  order  to  provide  EFFICtmVE  LEADERSHIP. 


www.macedoniaofcharlotte.org 

iiiHtiirimfiiManflmfnirnHB 


Cily 


Zip  Code 


Area  Code  &  Phone  Number 


A  Fresh  Look  at  the  New  Testament  Deacon 


A  Fresh  Look  at  the  New  Testament  Deacon  Workbook 


rsuDtotaT  Snipping 
lIptoS20      $2.50  120.01-200  S12.9S 
20.01-62.00  SS.OO  200.0 1 -over  S20.00 
62.01-120.00  $7.9S 


Qty 


Shipping  Sl  Handling 
Grand  Total 


$17.95 


Send  Completed  Form  along  with  a  check  or  money  order  to:  Dr.  John  11.  Walker.  P.O  Box 
217256,  Charlotte.  NC  28221-7256 

Dr.  John  H.  Walker.  D.  Min.  :  OfTice  Phone  (704>  392-8496  Emaihihenwalkffiihotmail.com 


ATTENTION!  PASTORS  &  PREACHERS  STOP!  &  ANSWER 

*  Is  your  schedule  busy! 

*  Do  you  find  yourself  laboring  hard  and  long  preparing  sermons? 

*  Would  you  find  yourself  laboring  long  and  hard  preparing  sermons? 

*  Would  you  like  to  get  the  material  that's  ready  for  the  pulpit? 

*  Would  you  like  to  have  material  that's  easy  to  read,  where  all  the  research  is 
already  done  for  you? 

Then  "SERMCO  MINISTERS"  is  you  solution 

*  We  have  sermons  that  ADDRESS  ALL  OCCASIONS 

*  Each  sermon  is  easy  to  read 
(DOUBLE  SPACED  ON  SINGLE  SHEETS) 

*  Each  sermon  is  HOMILETICALLY  arranged 
(Introduction,  Exposition,  Come-Home,  and  Closing) 

*  Each  sermon  has  VERSES  OF  SONGS  ,  HYMNS  INSERTED 
(where  appropriate) 

*  Sermons  as  received  ar  READY  FOR  THE  PULPIT 
with  minimum  amount  of  study  and/adjustments. 

Single  copies  are  $5  each.  Anthology  (Book  of  26  Sermons)  Volume  I  and  Volume 
II,  $75  each.  Shipping  and  handling  charges  will  be  added  to  all  orders.  Catalogs 
with  listings  are  free  upon  request.  Direct  all  questions  and  answers  to: 
MT.  ARARAT  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  INC,  2503  N.  MYRTLE  AVE.,  JACK- 
SONVILLE, FLA.  32209 
ATTN:  SERMCO  MINISTRIES,  PASTOR  D.A.  LATTIMORE  JR. 
1-904-354-7893  (CHURCH)  (FAX  904-354-5883) 


Twenty-six 


Baptist  Informer 


June  200 


ELECTION  NEWS 


LEONZO  D.  LYNCH 
CANDIDATE  FOR  GBSC 

3^^  VICE  -  PRESIDENT 

Leonzo  D.  Lynch  announces  his 
candidacy  for  the  office  of  3rd  Vice- 
President  of  the  GBSC  in  the  upcom- 
ing election  to  be  held  in  October 
2002. 

Dr.  Lynch  is  the  5^^  generation  of 
the  ministers  in  his  family.  He  accept- 
ed the  call  into  the  ministry  in  1981 
and  delivered  his  initial  sermon  on 
Palm  Sunday  of  that  year. 

Since  1984,  he  has  been  in  active 
service  unto  God  as  a  Pastor.  This 
ministry  has  taken  him  to  four  congre- 
gations in  North  Carolina:  the  Winn 
Chapel  Baptist  Church  of  Mt.  Olive, 
NC;  the  Rock  Spring  Baptist  Church 
of  Creedmoor,  NC;  the  Mt.  Level 
Baptist  Church  of  Durham,  NC;  -  one 
congregation  in  South  Carolina;  the 
Long  Branch  Baptist  Church  of 
Greenville  SC;  and  his  current  posi- 
tion at  the  Ebenezer  Baptist  Church  of 
Charlotte,  NC.  He  is  the  youngest  son 
of  Rev.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lorenzo  A. 
Lynch,  Sr.,  of  Durham,  NC. 

Dr.  Lynch  received  his  Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree  from  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  at  Greensboro  (May 
1984),  his  Master  of  Divinity  degree 
from  Duke  University  Divinity  School 
(May  1987),  and  his  Doctor  of 
Ministry  degree  from  United 
Theological  Seminary  (May  1997). 

He  has  been  very  active  in  denomi- 
national work  on  the  local,  state,  and 
national  levels. A  former  member  of 
the  Durham  interdenominational 
Ministerial  Alliance,  where  he  served 
asChairman  of  the  Program 
Committee,  and  Secretary.  A  former 
member  of  the  East  Cedar  Grove 
Association,  having  served  as 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Board  and 
Secretary  of  the  Ordination  Council.  A 
former  member  of  the  Baptist 
Educational  &  Missionary  Convention 
ofSouth  Carolina,  where  he  served  as 
Instructor   in   the   Old  Testament 


Division  of  the  StateCongress. 

He  is  currently  Third  Vice- 
Moderator  &  Dean  of  the  Institute  -  of 
the  Mecklenburg  General  Baptist 
Association,  a  member  of  the  General 
Baptist  State  Convention  of  North 
Carolina,  where  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Board,  the  General  Board, 
the  Evangelism  Committee,  and 
President  of  the  Ministers'  Council. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  National  Baptist 
Convention,  USA,  Inc.,  where  he 
serves  as  an  Instructor  in  the  NBC, 
USA,  Inc.,  Congress  of  Christian 
Education. 

Dr.  Lynch  is  the  founder  and  former 
Chairman  of  the  Greenville  SC 
Ministers'  Institute.  He  is  the  founder 
and  current  Chairman  of  the  Queen 
City  Ministers'  Institute,  of  Charlotte, 
NC.  {an  institute  for  pastors  and  min- 
isters seeking  to  develop  their  min- 
istries} 

Dr.  Lynch  has  dedicated  his  life  to  the 
proclamation  of  the  gospel.  He  has 
preached  across  this  nation.  He  seeks 
to  live  a  life  of  service  to  humankind. 
Please  continue  to  pray  that  God  will 
continue  to  bless  his  ministry. 
For  more  information  you  may  contact 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church,  2020  Sugar 
Creek  Road  West,  Charlotte,  NC 
28262.  704-598-2219  =. phone  /  704- 
598-8774  =  fax. 


CHARLES  T.  BULLOCK  FOR 
GBSC  PRESIDENT 

ELECTION  COMMITTEE  IN 
FULL  FORCE 

In  his  quest  for  -the  office  of 
President  of  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Inc., 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  1 .  Bullock  is  sup- 
ported by  the  campaign  team  of  Rev. 
Paul  L.  Anderson,  Campaign 
Manager,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dumas  A. 


Harshaw,  Jr.,  Treasurer.  In  addition, 
the  membership  of  the  Committee  to 
Elect  Charles  T.  Bullock  President  of 
the  General  Baptist  State  Convention 
of  North  Carolina,  Inc.  continues  to 
grow  as  more  GBSC  members  lend 
their  prayers,  time,  and  financial  sup- 
port to  this  important  endeavor. 

Using  the  theme,  "Equipping  and 
Encouraging  the  Church  to  Serve  the 
Present  Age,"  Dr.  Charles  T.  Bullock 
has  chosen  the  following  scripture  to 
underground  his  campaign: 

"And  he  gave  some,  apostles; 
and  some,  prophets;  and 
some,  evangelists;  and  some, 
pastor  and  teachers;  for  the 
perfecting  of  the  saints,  for 
the  work  of  the  ministry,  for 
the  edifying  of  the  body  of 
Christ. "  (Ephesians  4:11-12) 

According  to  Dr.  Bullock.  "We  have 
the  responsibility  to  help  every  other 
member  in  the  body  of  Christ  to  grow 
in  faith.  The  ministry  is  for  all  that  are 
called  to  share  in  Christ's  life. 
Through  education  and  research  we 
can  use  our  gifts  for  the  building  up  of 
the  body  of  Christ.  Integrity  and  com- 
mitment exemplify  our  dedication  for 
carrying  out  the  mandates  of  Christ." 

In  October  2002,  the  membership  of 
the  General  Baptist  State  Convention 
of  North  Carolina,  Inc.  will  "turn  a 
new  page"  in  the  organization's  histo- 
ry book.  We  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  elect  new  leadership  ~  leadership 
that  is  equipped  to  carry  our  organiza- 
tion forward  and  build  upon  our  past 
successes.  Our  new  leadership  must 
have  the  vision,  experience,  integrity 
and  commitment  needed  to  guide  our 
organization  in  its  work  for  the  cause 
of  Jesus  Christ.  The  Committee  to 
Elect  Charles  T.  Bullock  President  of 
The  General  Baptist  State  Convention 
of  North  Carolina,  Inc.  believes  that 
Charles  T.  Bullock  will  provide  this 
leadership. 

Dr.  Charles  T.  Bullock  has  the  aca- 
demic preparation  and  over  35  years 
of  educational  experience  to  expand 
the  vision  of  the  teaching  ministry  of 
the  General  Baptist  State  Convention. 
He  has  over  40  years  of  pastoral  expe- 
rience that  equips  him  to  increase  our 
organization's  responsiveness  to  the 
issues  our  churches  are  facing  today. 
His  travels  beyond  the  United  States  to 
places  such  as  South  Africa,  South 
America  and  Germany  as  a  preacher 
and  teacher  are  examples  Of  his  ability 
to  boldly  declare  God's  Word.  Dr. 
Bullock  has  shown  his  commitment  to 


THE    2002  GBSC, 
Inc .  ANNUAL 
ELECTION 

The  2002  GBSC,  Inc.  Annual 
Election  will  be  held, 
October  30,  2002,  in 
Fayetteville,NC.  Messengers 
will  be  certified  throughout 
the  week,  from  October  28, 
2002  until,  12  noon,  October 
30,  2002. 


THOSE  PERSONS  WHO  SEEK 
TO  SERVE  AS  OFFICERS  OF 
THE  GBSC,  Inc.,  AND  DESIRE 
TO  BECOME  A  CANDIDATE 
FOR  OFFICE  MUST 
ANNOUNCE  THEIR  CANDI-, 
DACY  IN  THE  BAPTISll 
INFORMER  AT  LEAST  THREE 
MONTHS  PRIOR  TO  THe| 
DATE  OF  THE  ELECTION 
(SEE  GBSC  CONSTITUTION 
Article  V.) 

ALL  CANDIDATES  SHOULD 
SUBMIT  A  LETTER  TO  THE 
NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 
NO  LATER  THAN  July  30,  2002. 
SO  THAT  BALLOTS  CAN  BE 
PREPARED. 


CANDIDATES  SHOULI 
SEND  THEIR  LETTER? 
OF  INTENTION  TO: 
Reverend  F.  O.  Bass 
GBSC,  Inc.  Nominating 
Committee 
716  Leonard  Avenue 
High  Point,  NC  27260 
336-882-9216 


III 
C 


the  ideals,  objectives  and  ministry 
the  General  Baptist  State  Conventii 
by  serving  on  the  Executive  Board 
the  Convention  for  over  25  years. 
The  campaign  platform  for  D 

Bullock  Contiued  on  Page  27 


e  2002 
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larles  T.  Bullock  is  "ERIC",  which  stands  for  Education,  Research,  Integrity 
d  Commitment.  The  Committee  to  Elect  Charles  T.  Bullock  President  of  the 
;neral  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolinajnc.  invites  everyone  to  join 
in  our  fervent  support  of  the  man  who  will  serve  ourConvention  well.  You 
n  reach  us  at  Post  Office  Box  28522,  Raleigh,  NC  27601;  (919) 
3-9756  or  email  us  at  cbullock@msbc-nc  org;  pla7545@aol.com. 

ly  God  continue  to  richly  bless  you! 


Here  is  the  church, 

here  is  the  steeple 
Open  the  door  and 
see  all  the  people 

.  .  .  who  can  now  worship  in  comfort  and  gracious  style 
since  L.  A.  Downey  &  Son  helped  them  build  their 
new  Sanctuary  and  Christian  Education  buildings. 

L.  A.  Downey  &  Son  provides  complete, 
turnkey  solutions  for  all  kinds  of  churches 
and  all  kinds  of  budgets. 
Our  professionals  can  help  you  from  start 
to  finish,  including  architectural  design 
work,  site  development,  permit 
approval,  actual  construction,  and  more. 

Call  us  today  to  find  out 
how  we  can  help  your  congregation 
meet  its  facilities  needs. 

(919)  688-8029 

L.  A.  Downey  &  Son,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1688   Durham,  North  C  arolina  27702 


Light  Rock  Realty 
(705)  568-5000 


Areas  of  Specialty:  Residential  Purchasing/Sellig 
Church  &  Land  Purchasing/Selling 
Group  Homebuying  workshops  for  churches 
Homebuying  programs 
.  No  Money  Down 
.  Down  Payment  Assistance 
.  Ahernative  Financing  Options 
If  You  Need  Assistance  in  any  of  the  above  areas.c 
ontact  Gerald  Searles  at  (704)  568-5000 


AMERICAN  INCOME  LIFE 
INSURANCE  COMPANY 

American  Income  Life  Insurance  Company  with  over  a  40-year  history  of  serving  associations.  Credit 
Unions  and  Union  Members  with  afibrdable  life  health  insurance  benefits.  American  Income  is  proud  to 
announce  No  Cost  benefit  to  subscribers  of  the  Baptist  Informer. 

Learn  how  you  and  your  family  can  receive  the  OneCard  Member  benefit  which  will  safe  you  up  to 
60%  discount  on:  Vision  ...  Hearing  ...  Chiropractic  and  Prescriptions  at  No  Cost 

Simply  fill  out  the  form  below  and  mail,  a  representative  of  ALL  will  deliver  your  discount  card  and 
explain  its  use,  plus  explain  our  New  Family  Dental  Plan  which  is  available  to  your  entire  family  for  $29.95 
per  year!  The  dental  plan  and  supplement  health  and  life  benefits  are  being  made  available  for  your  consid 
eration.  You  are  under  no  obligation. 


cut 


PLEASE  BE  SURE  I  RECEIVE  MV  ONECARD  MEMBER  BENEFIT 


cut 


HOME  PHONE. 
Spouse's  Name  _ 


Residential  Address 
City  


.Zip, 


County_ 


PLEASE  MAIL  THIS  FORM  TO: 
AIL,  P.O.  BOX  18825,  RALEIGH,  NC  27619-8825 


I2\ 


MOUNT  PISGAH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CI 
PASTOR'S  8TH  ANNIVERSARY 

HONORING  DR.  MATTHEW  ROUSE,  JR. 
FEATURING-LUTHER  BARNES  &  THE  SUNSET  JUBILAIRES 


51 


SEPTEMBER  7,  2002  @  6  PM 
HOLIDAY  INN  BORDEAUX 
1707  OWEN  DRIVE  FAYETTEVILLE  NC 
FORMAL  DINNER  SERVED 
DONATION:     $35. 00 

CONTACT  PERSON 
SIS  MACHALLE  LOVE 
C\0  MT.  PISGAH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
414  PITTMAN  GROVE  CHURCH  RD 
RAEFORD,  NC  28376 

910-875-2669  -  (leave  a  message) 


J 
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MODERATOR  OF  MODERATORS  NEWS 


You've  Got  To  Tell  It  All 


Grace  and  Peace  to  all  of  you,  my 
brothers  and  sisters! 

In  the  October,  2001  issue  of  the 
Baptist  Informer,  1  wrote  an  article 
entitled  "Honesty  is  the  best  policy."  I 
addressed  an  issue  that  ministers  are 
confronted  with  when  being  consid- 
ered for  a  pulpit  vacancy.  It  was  the 
importance  of  giving  fiall  disclosure. 
In  that  article,  I  stated,  "Now,  this  does 
not  mean  that  one  has  to  give  every  lit- 
tle detail  of  some  negatives  in  his  or 
her  background  but  one  does  need  to 
inform  or  mention  the  matter  or  mat- 
ters to  the  church" 

Well,  in  my  observations  and  expe- 
riences, I  now  believe  I  made  an  incor- 
rect statement.  It  seems  that  churches 
and  pulpit  committees  want  more  than 
just  an  admission  of  some  past  wrong 
doings  but  they  also  desire  to  know  the 
details.  Consider  if  you  will,  this  dia- 
logue. Question:  Is  there  anything  in 


your  background  that  you  would  like 
to  share  with  this  pulpit  committee? 
Answer:  Well,  not  really  but  if  you  go 
back  before  I  was  called  into  the  min- 
istry, I  don't  know  what  you  might 
find.  Actually,  I  have  had  a  very 
painful  and  bitter  experience  that  is 
hard  for  me  to  share  but  since  I  have 
been  called  to  the  ministry  I  have 
nothing  in  my  ministry  that  I  am 
ashamed  to  disclose.  (End  of  dialogue) 
Now  the  committee  discovers  this 
painful  and  bitter  experience  and 
regardless  of  being  the  most  qualified 
in  all  other  areas,  you  find  yourself 
bumped  from  consideration.  You  need 
to  tell  it  all  or  be  prepared  to  suffer  the 
consequences 

I  am  now  confronted  with  this  same 
issue  as  I  consider  seeking  an  office 
within  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  NC,  Inc.  It  is  hard  to 
ask  for  your  support  and  vote  without 
sharing  my  background.  My  mother 
and  grandfather  were  staunch 
Missionary  Baptists  and  I  have  been  a 
Missionary  Baptist  all  my  life.  I  had 
the  privilege  of  attending  many  con- 
vention settings  with  my  grandfather, 
the  late  Rev.  S.  P.  Massenburg  and  the 
late  Rev.  S.  G.  Dunston.  I  was  very 
involved  in  the  work  of  the  church.  I 
was  what  I  consider  a  rather  successful 
attorney.  I  ran  for  a  judgeship.  I  served 


as  Vice-President  of  the  Association 
of  Black  Lawyers  of  N.C.  I  served  as 
President  of  the  NCCU  Law  School 
Alumni  Association. 

However,  I  brought  into  the  profes- 
sion a  gambling  habit  that  eventually 
got  the  best  of  me.  1  became  a  compul- 
sive gambler.  I  used  some  money  of  a 
client  to  support  this  compulsion  and 
in  July  1981,  I  was  so  depressed, 
despondent  and  desperate  that  I 
entered  a  bank  and  robbed  it  of  money 
to  replenish  what  I  had  taken.  I  surren- 
der a  few  hours  later  with  the  assis- 
tance of  close  medical  and  legal  asso- 
ciates. 

During  my  ordeal,  God  called  me 
to  the  ministry  and  I  preached  my  ini- 
tial sermon  in  January  1982.  During 
my  confinement,  the  Lord  used  me 
tremendously.  I  worked  as  an  assistant 
to  the  Chaplain,  attended  numerous 
Christian  workshops,  and  received  a 
certificate  in  Discipleship  Training 
from  Ligoneer  Valley  Study  Center, 
Stallstown,  PA.  In  April  1987,  I  was 
ordained  as  a  Baptist  Minister  by  the 
United  Shiloh  Missionary  Baptist 
Association.  Later,  I  became  certified 
as  an  In-Prison  Seminar  Instructor 
with  Prison  Fellowship  Ministries  and 
I  have  taught  seminars  at  Federal 
Correctional  Institution,  Butner,  NC, 
Federal    Correctional  Institution, 


Leavenworth,  KS  and  Central  Prisi 
Death  Row,  Raleigh,  NC. 

I  have  been  blessed  to  receive  n 
Master  of  Divinity  Degree  and  I  a 
now  a  candidate  for  the  Doctorate ' 
Ministry  Degree.  I  was  called 
Pastor  of  Mt.  Calvary  Missiona 
Baptist  Church  in  March,  1991,  ele( 
ed  as  Moderator  of  East  Cedar  Gro 
Missionary  Baptist  Association  ai 
appointed  by  our  current  President 
Moderator  of  Moderator  for  the  GBS 
of  NC,  Inc.  I  am  a  living  testimony 
what  God  can  do.  If  you  know  wh 
God  has  done  for  you,  it's  okay  to  \x 
it  all. 

If  you  wish  our  services  in  any  we 
please  contact  us  at  the  following: 

Rev.  James  W.  Smith,  JD 
146  Presidents  Drive 
Durham,  NC  27704    (919)  479-05( 
Email  Jsmith9450@aol.com 

Dr.  Joshua  J.  Haire,  Jr. 
P  O.  Box  53803 
Fayetteville,  NC  28305 
(910)  323-1508 

Rev.  W.  J.  Cox 
107  Gray  Street 
Goldsboro,  NC  27534 
(919)  751-9899 


EDI 

^EDUCATIONAL  DIMENSIONS.  INc!) 

"Dedicated  to  excellence  in  educational 
products  and  services" 

311  N.  Spence  Ave.  Goldsboro,  NC  27534 
(919)  778-8646  Fax:  (919)  778-3431 
Web:  www.eclilearning.com 
Tutoring  •  School  Supplies  •  Summer  Camps 
SAT  Prep  •  Pre-School  &  Daycare  Supplies 
Giftware  •  School  Uniforms  •  Catalogues 
Screen  Printing  •  Promotions  •  Teacher  Aids 
Advertising  Specialties 
Employee  Recognition  Program^ 


Dr.  Willette 
Campbell  Wooten 


Sweat-Shirts 
&caps! 
Call  today 
for  a  quote! 


RENEWAL  &  SUBSCRIPTION  FORM 


Please  look  at  your  mailing  label.  It  is  time  to  renew  your  Baptist 
Informer.  It  is  important  that  you  renew  your  subscription  to  the  pap 

Individual  subscriptions  per  year  are  $10.00    (    )  RENEWAL      (    )  NEW 
NAME   


ADDRESS, 
CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


TELEPHONE (  ) 


TOTAL  AMOUNT  ENCLOSED  WITH  ORDERS  $  , 


OFFICE  OF  THE  EDITOR 
BAPTIST  INFORMER 
603  SOUTH  WILMINGTON  ST.,  RALEIGH,  NC  27601 
800-639-GBSC  or  www.gbsc.org 
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PROMISE  KEEPERS  CONFERENCE 

"Storm  The  Gates" 

July  19-20,  2002 
Raleigh  Entertainment  &  Sports  Arena 


Register  today  and  join  Promise  Keepers  in  Raleigh,  N.C. 
for  the  Storm  the  Gates  men's  conference.  Packed  with  exciting 
drama,  worship,  speakers,  fellowship,  music,  and  praise, 

you  won't  want  to  miss  it! 


Schedule: 


Registration: 


Contact: 


Friday  6:30  pm  to  9:30  pm 
Saturday     8:30  am  to  6:00  pm 


Adults 
Youth 


$  69.00 

$  49.00  (18  and  under) 


PK  Team  -  Raleigh 
702  Oberlin  Road,  Suite  450 
Raleigh,  N.C.  27605 
(919)  582-3109  phone 
l91 9)  582-3119  fax 


Register  Online: 

Volunteer  Hotline:     (91 9)  582-31 09 

.1 


Contact:  PK  Team  -  Raleigh  (919)  582-3109  to  Order  Today! 
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Classified 


(PLEASE  CONTACT  CHURCHES 
FOR  SPECIFIC  QUALIFICATIONS 
SOME  REQUIRE  3  OR  MORE 
YEARS  PASTORAL  EXPERIENCE, 
SEMINARY  TRAINING,  MISSION- 
ARY BAPTIST  ORDINATION, 
MUSICAL  SKILLS) 
(FOR  SPECIFIC  CHURCH  QUALIFICA- 
TIONS CONTACT  THE  PULPIT  COM- 
MITTEE) 

PASTORS 

MOUNT  OLIVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Bayboro,  NC:  currently  accepting 
applications  for  a  Pastor.  Interested  applicants 
should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

3.  One  business  and  two  personal  references 
(no  family  references) 

Send  information  to: 

Mayor  B.  Credle,  Deacon  Chairman 

Mt.  Olive  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

5972  NC  Highway  304 

Bayboro,  NC  28515 

OLIVE  BRANCH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 

CHURCH,  Elizabeth  City,  NC:  currently 

accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor.  Interested 

applicants  should  provide  a  resume. 

Send  information  to: 

The  Pulpit  Committee 

Brother  Elonza  Joyner,  Chairperson 

1 06  Graves  Avenue 

Elizabeth  City,  NC  27909 

elonzajoyner(aihotmail.com 

SAVANNAH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Fayettevilie,  NC:  currently  accept- 
ing letters  of  interest  and  resumes  for  the  posi- 
tion of  Senior  Pastor  Interested  applicants 
should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume  or  Letter  of  Interest 

2.  A  copy  Missionary  Baptist  religious  cre- 
dentials: License/Ordination 

3.  Five  personal  references  (two  from 
Ministers) 

Send  information  to: 

The  Pulpit  Committee 

ATTN:  Sister  Ernestine  Tucker 

Savannah  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

6676  Tabor  Church  Road 

Fayettevilie,  NC  28310 

PASTOR:  OAKEY  GROVE  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Clayton,  NC:  current- 
ly accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor  with 
strong  Missionary  Baptist  roots.  We  are  affili- 
ated with  the  Johnston  District  Missionary 
Baptist  Association  and  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention.  Interested  applicants  should 
provide  the  following: 
1 .  A  resume 


2.  Personal  references 

Send  information  to: 

Oakey  Grove  Baptist  Church 

Pulpit  Search  Committee 

Deacon  Loomis  Hodges,  Chairperson 

PO  Box  2435 

Smithfield,  NC  27577 

MOUNT  CARMEL  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  of  Elizabeth  City,  NC:  currently 
accepting  applications  for  an  ordained 
Missionary  Baptist  Pastor.  Interested  appli- 
cants should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  Salary  Negotiable  based  on  experience  and 
qualifications 

Send  information  to: 

Mt.  Carmel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

Pulpit  Committee 

PO  Box  1421 

Elizabeth  City,  NC  27906-1421 

FIRST    BAPTIST   CHARITY  CHURCH, 
Greenevers,  NC:  currently  accepting  applica- 
tions for  a  Pastor  Services  are  first,  second, 
third  and  fourth  Sundays.  Interested  applicants 
should  provide  a  resume. 
Send  information  to: 
Deacon  Femald  Rawles,  Jr. 
920  Pasture  Branch  Road 
Rose  Hill,  NC  28458 

MOUNT  PLEASANT  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Harrellsville,  NC  is  cur- 
rently accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor.  The 
church  is  located  in  Hertford  County.  Interested 
applicants  should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  Resume 

2.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

3.  Two  personal  references  (no  family  refer- 
ences) 

Send  information  to: 

Mount  Pleasant  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Pastoral  Search  Committee 
ATTN:  Deacon  Eugene  White 
815  Swains  Mill  Road 
Harrellsville,  Nc  27942 

CHINQUAPIN  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Mocksville,  NC:  currently  accepting  applica- 
tions for  a  Pastor.  The  church  is  a  small  rural 
congregation.     Interested  applicants  should 
provide  a  Resume. 
Send  information  to: 
Chinquapin  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Pastoral  Search  Committee 
Mr.  Richard  Moore,  Chairman 
4462  NC  Hwy,  801  North 
Mocksville,  NC  27028- 
336-998-3362 

UNION  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Warrenton,  NC:  currently  accepting  applica- 
tions for  a  Pastor.  Interested  applicants  should 
provide  the  following: 


A  Resume 

Send  information  to: 

Brother  Alonza  Jones,  Board  Chairman 

Pastoral  Search  Committee 

Route  2,  Box  128 

Norlina,  NC  27563 

GALILEE       MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Oakboro,  NC  is  currently  accepting 
applications    for    a    Pastor    with  strong 
Missionary  Baptist  roots.  The  church  is  locat- 
ed in  Stanley  County,  45  minutes  east  of 
Charlotte.    We  are  affiliated  with  the  Zion 
Missionary   Baptist   Association   and  the 
General  Baptist  State  Convention.  Interested 
applicants  should  provide  a  resume: 
Send  information  to: 
Deacon  James  Ashcraft 
Pulpit  Search  Committee 
PO  Box  644 
Oakboro,  NC  28129 

FIRST  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Thomasville,  NC:  currently  accepting  applica- 
tions for  a  Pastor  with  strong  Missionary 
Baptist  roots.     We  are  affiliated  with  the 
Johnston     District     Missionary  Baptist 
Association  and  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention.  Interested  applicants  should  pro- 
vide a  resume.  Send  information  to: 
Tanya  M.  Autry,  Chairperson 
Pastoral  Search  Committee 
First  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
103  Church  Street 
Thomasville,  NC  27360 

GREATER  LOVELY  HILL  BAPTISt  Church 
Warrenton,  NC:  currently  accepting  applica- 
tions for  a  Pastor  with  strong  Missionary 
Baptist  roots.  We  are  located  in  Warren 
County.  Interested  applicants  should  provide 
the  following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordinafion 

Send  information  to: 
Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Branch 
PO  Box  52 
Warrenton,  NC  27589 

EBENEZER  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Newburgh, 
NY:     currently  accepting  applications  for 
Senior  Pastor  with  strong  Baptist  roots.  The 
Committee  will  provide  each  candidate  with  an 
application  packet. 
Send  request  to: 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church 
ATTN:  Deacon  Milton  Buxton/Confidential 
PO  Box  248 

Newburgh,  NY  12551-0248 

MICHENER  MEMORIAL  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Smithfield,  NC:  membership 
approximately  75,  is  currently  accepting  appli- 
cations for  a  Pastor  with  strong  Missionary 
Baptist  roots.     We  are  affiliated  with  the 


Johnston     District     Missionary  Bap 
Association  and  the  General  Baptist  S  j,, 
Convention.  Interested  applicants  should 
vide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  At  least  three  no  more  than  five  persii 
references 

Send  information  to: 
Mitchener  Memorial  Baptist  Church  , 
Pulpit   Search  Committee   ,  c/o  Dea 
Nathaniel  L.  Sanders,  Jr. 
308  Snead  Drive 
Clayton,  NC  27520 


SHADY  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  1, 
Spencer,  NC:  currently  accepting  applicat; 
for  a  Pastor  with  strong  Missionary  Baj 
roots.  Interested  applicants  should  provide  j 
following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  At  least  four  references:  (2)  business  ( 
personal 

3.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

Send  information  to: 
Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church 
ATTN:  Clarence  A.  Jones,  Chairperson 
PO  Box  447 
East  Spencer,  NC  28039 


U 


FOSTER  MEMORIAL  MISSIONi^j 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Rocky  Mount,  NC: 
rently  accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor  i 
strong  Missionary  Baptist  roots.  Intere 
applicants  should  provide  a  resume. 
Send  information  to: 

Foster  Memorial  Missionary  Baptist  Churc 
The  Pulpit  Committee 
C/o  Mr.  Hiawatha  Knight 
PO  Box  6317 

Rocky  Mount,  NC  27802-6317 


tin 
0 

■of 


MOUNT  CALVARY  MISSION^ 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Wilmington,  NC: 
rently  accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor 
strong  Missionary  Baptist  roots.  Inten 
applicants  should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume  or  Letter  of  Interest 

2.  A  t  least  five  references:  (Two  can  be 
isters) 

3.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

Send  information  to: 

Mount  Calvary  Missionary  Baptist  Churcj 
ATTN:  Rena  Lennon 
PO  Box  1970 
Wilmington,  NC  28420 


lel 
If 

k 


SHILOH        MISSIONARY  BAP"! 
CHURCH,  Kittrell,  NC  currently  acce| 
applications    for    a    Pastor  with 
Missionary  Baptist  roots.  Interested  appliq 
should  provide  the  following: 
1 .  A  resume  with  cover  letter  of  interest 
Send  information  to: 
Shiloh  Missionary  Baptist  Church 


\ 
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At  least  tlve  references:  (Two  can  be  min- 
ers) 

A    copy    of    religious  credentials: 
cense/Ordination 
nd  information  to: 

ount  Calvary  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
"TN:  Rena  Lennon 
)  Box  1970 
ilmington,  NC  28420 

IILOH       MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 

iURCH,  Kittrell,  NC:  currently  accepting 

plications    for    a    Pastor    with  strong 

issionary  Baptist  roots..  Interested  appli- 

nts  should  provide  a  resume  with  cover  let- 

■  of  interest 

nd  information  to: 

liloh  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

ilpit  Search  Committee 

)  Box  175 

ttrell,  NC  7544-0175 
2-492-0567 

ASTERN  STAR  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 

iURCH  of  Tarboro,  North  Carolina  27886 

sking  a  pastor. 

\e.  must  be  experienced 

Veil  seasoned 

le  must  believe  in  the  word  of  god 
\c  must  live  by  the  word  of  god 
billing  to  teach  Sunday  school  and  bible 
idy  class 

4ust  be  between  the  age  of  25-55 
sase  submit  Resume  to: 
ilpit  Committee 

istem  Star  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

ist  Office  Box  1677 

rboro.  North  Carolina  27886 

HURCH  MUSICIANS 

Born-again  Christian,  Spirit-tilled,  and 
vinely  gifted  in  music  ministry. 

Willingness  to  spiritually  align  the  music 
inistry  with  Pastoral  vision. 

Able  to  play  the  piano.  Keyboard  and/or 
gan;  able  to  read  music  and  versatile. 

Able  to  prepare  choirs  for  Sunday 
orning  worship  services  and  other  servic- 

Able  to  teach,  as,  well  as  direct  choirs, 
ith  humility  and  love. 

Able  to  rehearse  with  all  choirs  on 
hedule,  and  available  for  all  Sunday  serv- 
es 

Able  to  accompany  Pastor  and  choirs  to 
her  services  as  required  (or  ensure  quail- 
ed substitute  is  available). 

Able  to  select  appropriate  hymns  and 
mgs  for  worship. 

VANS  GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
HURCH  of  Wake  Forest  seeks  musician. 
)  The  duties  include  working  directly  with 
e  Pastor  in  order  to  assist  and  cooperate 
ith  him  in  Christian  Worship,  2.)  Playing 


during  Sunday  morning  worship  service,  3.) 
Rehearsing  with  various  choirs  one  night  per 
week,  4.)  And  accompanying  the  Pastor  on 
engagements  to  other  churches.  Please  for- 
ward a  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 
Evans  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
12700  Creedmoor  Road 
Highway  50 
Wake  Forest,  NC  27587 
(919)  870-8874 

THE  SPRING  GREEN  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH:  seeks  a  Minister  of 
Music  to  provide  musical  direction  and 
accompaniment  for  4  choirs  in  the  church. 
This  person  will  work  closely  with  the  Pastor 
to  provide  spiritual  leadership  in  the  ministry 
of  Jesus  Christ  through  music,  i.e.  hymns,  spir- 
itual songs,  and  praise  and  worship  music  that 
glorifies  God. 

We  are  excepting  resumes  from  candidates 
with  the  appropriate  qualifications.  For  addi- 
tional information  please  send  inquiry  or 
resume  to: 

Spring  Green  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
PO  Box  924,  Warrenton,  NC  27589 
Rev.  Dennis  G.  Lindsay,  Pastor 

GALILEE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH:  seeks  ministrer  of  music.  Must  be 
a  Christian  available  to  serve  every  Sunday. 
Prepare  Choirs  and  Praise  Team  for  Sunday 
morning  worship.  Rehearse  with  choirs  on 
scheduled  times.  Be  available  to  accompany 
Pastor  and  choirs  to  church  fianctions.  Direct 
congregation  in  congregational  hymns.  Must 
be  able  to  play  he  ear  as  well  as  read  music 
To  Apply  call: 

(704)       532-6813       or       E-mail  to 

GalileeNC(@aol.com 

Galille  Missionary  Baptist 

PO.  Box  644,  Oakboro,  NC  28129 

THE  PENN  AVENUE  MOUNT  OLIVE 

BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Lewiston:  seeking  a 

musician  for  a  station  church,  a  Christian,  who 

is  responsible,  has  good  character  and  a  good 

reputation. 

Requirements: 

*Plays  the  organ  and  piano 

*Able  to  work  with  a  diverse  group  of  singers 

*Experienced  in  all  sacred  music 

*Reads  music  and  is  versatile  in  playing  by 

ear 

Send  resumes  or  responses  to: 
Mount  Olive  Baptist  Church 
PO  Box  214, 
-  Lewiston- Woodville,  NC  27849  . 
Attention:  William  W.  Peele  Jr. 

THE  PENN  AVENUE  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Oxford.  NC.  current- 
ly seeking  a  Minister  of  Music 
Specificc  Qualificafions: 
*Will  be  responsible  with  the  pastor's 


approval  in  hiring  other  musicians  if  deemed 

necessary. 

Salary:  Negotiable 

Sunday  worship  services.  Service  begins  each 
Sunday  at  1 1  am  with  the  exception  of  5th 
Sunday  services  which  begin  at  10  am.  Please 
send  resume  to  the  above  listed  address  or 
inquiries  may  he  made  by  calling  one  of  the 
above  listed  numbers.  ■ 

UNION  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Minister  of  Music  or  organist  needed: 

Please  send  resume  to: 

Union  Baptist  Church 

110  Lincoln  Ave. 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

Attn:  Rev.  Darrell  L.  Thomas 

Or  call  336-243-1648  and  leave  your  name 

and  number. 

THE  NEW  HOPE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  of 
Gates  N.C.  seeks  a  person  to  serve  as  Church 
Musician. 

REQUIREMENTS: 

1 .  Able  to  play  organ  and/or  organ. 

2.  Able  to  play  diverse  music. 

3.  Able  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choir  to 
church  engagements  if  possible. 

salary  negotiable 
Send  resume  to: 

New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  PO  Box  91, 
Gatesville,  NC  27938 
Attn:      Fannie  M.  Spivey,  Secretary 
Calling  (252)  357-1061  may  make  inquiries, 
after  4:30  p.m. 

CHURCH  MUSICIAN  NEEDED: 
Knowledge  of  music  and  the  ability  to  play  by 
ear  is  appreciated.  Presently,  morning  worship 
service  is  held  every  fourth  (4th)  Sunday,  but 
we  are  considering  an  additional  Sunday  for 
services.  Must  be  able  to  play  for  youth  choir 
and  adult  choir.  Church  is  located  in  Warren 
County,  North  Carolina.  For  furthej  informa- 
tion, please  call: 
(252)  257-0221. 


THE  CENTER  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in 
Gatonia,  NC  currently  seeks  a  Minister  of 
Music.  Salary  is  commensurate  with  training 
and  experience.  Please  send  cover  letter  and 
resume  to: 

Center  Baptist  Church.  Attention: 

Personnel  Committee. 

POB  550064 

Gastonia,  NC.  28055 

or  fax  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 

Personnel  Committee  at:  704-824-7683. 

EMMANUEL  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  seeks  Full-time  Christian  Minister 
of  Music.  Loyal  and  (Committed  to  Gods  pro- 
gram.) Must  possess  people  skills,  be  trained 
as  a  Musician,  Conductor,  and  Choir  Director. 
Salary:  Commensurate  with  training  and  expe- 
rience. Interested  persons  may  send 
resume/portfolio  to: 
Attention: 

Trustees  Emmanuel  Missionary 
Baptist  Church 
913. N.  Highland  Street 
Gastonia,  NC  25052 

THE    CEDAR    GROVE  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  GIBSON,  N.C.  seek- 
ing a  person  to.  serve  as  Church  Musician. 
Qualifications:  Salary  negotiable.  Please  send 
resume  to  Cedar  Grove  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  at  this  address. 
Cedar  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
14600  Railroad  St. 
Gibson,  NC  28343 

THE  FRIENDSHIP  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  accepting  resumes  for  a  Church 
Musician. 

For  Specific  Qual^atr6ns-:'°fe8d'igquiry  to  the 
address  list^belbw. 
Salary  negotiable: 
715  West  Willis  Ave. 
High  Point,  NC  27260 


CeciGa  M^akon 
S33-S440 

Torn^(mOn[y 

ByCeciUa 

(DressTfui^ng,  (Draperies  ^  ^UpkoCstery 
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African  American  Baptist  Convention  of  North  Carolina 
Breaks  Ground  on  Affordable  Housing  For  Hurricane  Floyd  Survivors 

responded  immediately  by  standing 
behind  tliis  mission  effort.  Wliile  distrib- 


By  Reverend  Dennis  Leach  BS.  M.  Div., 

On  May  31,  2002  at  2:00  PM  in 
Navassa,  North  Carolina,  The  General 
Baptist  State  Convention  of  North 
Carolina  Inc.,  under  the  visionary  leader- 
ship of  Dr.  John  D.  Fuller  Sr.  its  President, 
collaborated  with  local,  city,  state,  and 
federal  officials  to  lead  the  Convention  in 
a  historic  ground-breaking  ceremony  to 
build  affordable  housing  for  Hurricane 
Floyd  survivors,  as  well  as  for  low  and 
moderate  income  families.  National, 
state,  and  local  officials  attended  the  cer- 
emony. Dr,  Thurman  Everett,  CBS(; 
Housing  Committee  Chairman  presided. 
Among  those  who  participated,  and 
addressed  Conventioneers  were  Di'.  E.  B. 
Turner,  CBS(]  Past-President,  rendering 
the  invocation,  Dr  John  D.  Fuller  Sr, 
(^BSC  President,  gave  the  welcome, 

!•  Mayor  Eulis  A.  Willis,  brought  gre(>tings. 
Senator  (^.R.  Edwards,  spoke  on  behalf 
of  Governor  Easley.  the  Honorable 
Kenneth  Wilkins  spoke  on  behalf  of 

,  Senator  Edwards,  the  Honorable 
Thomas  Wright,  N.C.  I  louse  of 
Representatives  delivered  a  slior  l  speech 
in  support  of  die  projecl.  tlic  I  loiiorable 
David  E.  Kelley,  Director  of  NC 
Redevelopment  Center,  the  Honorable 
Cleveland  Simpson,  A,ssi.stant  Secretary 
for  Community  De\('lo|)ment,  each 
spoke.  Mr  Brian  Crawford,  North 
(  ;irolina  CoMimuiiily  Development 
Iniliative,  Inc.  broughl  a  check  for  one 
hundred  and  forty  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  and  presented  it  to 


GBSC,  INC.  AFFORDABLE  HOUSING  PROJECT 
GROUNDBREAKING  IN  NAVASSA,  NC 


President  Fuller.  Dr  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr, 
Fxeciiti\e  Secretary- 1  reasurer  and  Dr 
Everett.  Mr  William  Sue,  Brunswick 
County  Commission,  the  I  lonorable 
Louis  "Bobb\  "Brown"  President 
Brunswick  County  CD(i.  Mr.  Jaman 
"Jim"  Vithalani,  Pn^sidenl  Right  Angle 
Engineering,  and  Tim  Ri\erbark, 
Contractoi'  all  addressinl  tliose  in  atten- 
dance. Dr.  Logan,  gasc  an  informative 
overview  of  the  |)roje(  l.  and  Dr.  Eveiett 
speaking  on  behalf  of  ijie  (iBSC  h -lous- 
ing ('ommillee  said  this  was  a  small  slep 
in  (he  righl  direction  that  would  begin  the 
journey  toward  affordable  housing  for 


(hose  still  trying* to  recover  from  die 
I  lun  icane  Floyd  disaster 

President  Fullei.^issumed  leadership  of 
the  Convention,  which  consist  of  nearly 
two  thousand  Missionai  y  Baptist  church- 
es, with  nearly  five  hundred  thousand 
memliers  n  October  of  F)98.  Wliile  on  his 
watch.  I  lur  i  icane  Floyd  struck  North 
(Carolina  lea\  itig  n  its  wake  many  home- 
less, jobless,  displaced  famili(>s,  anfl  dam- 
aged churches.  Acting  under  the  theme: 
"77/f  (luillcii^e  is  I  lie  Same,  licacli 
l/ie  Masses,"  john  ]2:;32.  Dr  Fuller"s 
leadership  was  able  to  galvanize  officers 
and  members  of  the  Convention  who 


uting  funds  and  other  resources  the 
Convention  was  forced  to  reevaluate  its 
ministry  responsibility  to  the  victims  of 
Hurricane  Floyd  who  had  lost  every- 
thing. Dr  Fuller  said  to  conventioneers; 
"as  a  Convention,  we  have  teamed 
together  that  the  parameters  of  ministry 
could  be  stretched  beyond  normal 
boundaries,  soon,  after  the  waters  of 
1  lun  icane  Floyd  had  subsided.  And,  as  a 
community  of  faith  we  are  now  chal- 
lenged to  wrestle  with  he  aftermath  of 
this  natural  disaster,  and  to  look  at  how 
the  church  should  respond  in  ministry  to 
the  plight  of  brothers  and  sisters  who  are 
now  without  shelter  If  the  words  of  Jesus 
found  in  Matthew  25:35— tO  means  any- 
thing, we  are  duty  bound  to  read  in  a 
most  magnificent  way,  as  Christ  disciples, 
showing  love.  . 

Dr.  Fuller  has  been  labeled,  and  called 
a  practical  prophet,  by  his  conteinporary 
colleagues;  whose  theology  can  be  meas- 
ured in  his  service-oriented  approach  to 
Christian  ministry.  While  sei\  iiig  as  pas- 
tor of  the  Lewis  ( lhapel  Baptist  ( lliurch  in 
I  ayetleville.  North  Carolina  for  the  past 
twenty-nine  Ncais  he  has  proven  over, 
aiifl  over  again  his  commitment  to  the 
mandates  of  Jesus  Christ  throiigri  prolific 
practical  ministries.  The  cluiicli  s  min- 
istries include  a  lull  service  cliildcaic  cen- 
ter, a  tutorial  program,  and  it  is  one  ol  a 
few  churches  in  Fayetteville  that  partici- 
pates in  The  Inter-Faith  Hospitality 
Program  for  homeless  families.  As  a  result 

Breaking  Ground  cont.  on  page  3 
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FROM  THE  DESK  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY-TREASURER 


GENERAL  BAPTIST  STATE  CONVENTION  2001-2002  FISCAL  YEAR 

ENDS  AUGUST  31,  2002 


Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr. 

By  Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr.,  Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer 

We  greet  you  in  the  name  of  our  Savior 
Jesus  Christ!  We  are  in  the  last  quarter  of 
this  GBSC  fiscal  year.  This  year  we  are 
running  behind  in  our  projected  steward- 
ship contributions.  We  ask  each  Church 
and  Association  to  meet  your  stewardship 
requests.  If  you  have  not  sent  your  stew- 
ardship contributions  to  the  GBSC  for  the 
2001-2002,  fiscal  year  please  send  them 
to  Baptist  Headquarters,  603  South 
Wilmington  Street,  Raleigh,  NC,  27601- 
2338,  919-821-7466,  800-639-GBSC, 
as  soon  as  possible  and  before  August  31, 
2001,  so  that  they  may  be  included  in  our 


Annual  Minutes.  Please  pray  for  the  suc- 
cess of  our  glorious  and  noble  cause. 
The  GBSC  has  continued  to  assist  the 
flood  survivors  in  Eastern  North  Carolina. 
Our  Princeville,  NC  subdivision.  Phoenix 
Village  is  on  schedule.  We  have  begun 
development  for  three  more  affordable 
homes.  We  have  broken  ground  in 
Navassa,  NC  for  flood  survivors  and 
mixed  used  development  for  the  GBSC. 
We  have  staffed  the  J.  J.  Johnson  Baptist 
Assembly  in  Laurel  Hill,  NC.  Also 
Scotiand  has  begun  putting  water  lines  in 
Laurel  Hill.  We  will  tap  on  this  year. 
These  projects  were  in  addition  to  our 
commitments  to  our  "Objectives  and 
Auxiliaries." 

Our  Convention  staff  has  provided 
workshops,  institutes  and  training  ses- 
sions across  the  State.  Our  "special  min- 
istries": Health  and  Human  Services,  J. 
J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly,  Adoption  & 
Foster  Care,  and  Housing  all  have  staff  to 
support  their  work.  The  President,  Vice 
Presidents  and  Auxiliary  Presidents  have 
labored  in  a  spirit  of  unity  as  never  before 
in  our  body.  Many  of  our  "committees" 
were  active  in  ministry.  The  GBSC  has 
made  a  measurable  difference  in  the  lives 
of  lost  souls,  high-risk  health  populations 
and  deeply  hurting  people;  however,  we 
need  your  additional  stewardship  contri- 
butions for  this  fiscal  year.  The  GBSC  is 
a  family,  if  we  aU  carry  our  corner  the 
mission  and  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ  can 
reach  the  loss  and  those  in  need.  We  have 
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made  commitments  to  Shaw  University, 
Shaw  University  Divinity  School,  Central 
Children's  Home,  Lott  Carey,  State 
Missions  and  other  worthy  causes  that 
must  be  met. 

During  our  historic  135th  Mid -Year 
Celebration,  May  8-9,  2002  at  the 
Emmanuel  Baptist  Church,  Winston- 
Salem,  NC,  Dr.  John  Mendez,  host  Pastor 
we  met  with  the  North  Carolina  Baptist 
State  Convention.  The  laymen  of  both 
Conventions  pledged  to  build  two  homes 
in  Eastern  North  Carolina  for  Hurricane 
Floyd  Survivors.  Also  during  the  Session 
we  kicked  off  our  first  ever  GBSC 
Stewardship  Campaign. 

We  realize  that  all  of  you  have  obliga- 
tions and  responsibilities  in  your  own 
Churches  and  Associations.  Our  appeal 
starts  from  the  "bottom-up."  If  your 
Church  or  Association  has  not  made  ANY 
OR  ONLY  A  MODEST  STEWARDSHIP 
CONTRIBUTION  to  the  "work"  of  the 
GBSC  this  fiscal  year  please  send  your 
stewardship  checks  today.  We  wifl 
receive  contributions  and  suggested  quo- 
tas from  the  Ushers,  Congresses  of 
Christian  Education,  Laymen's  Leagues, 
the  UNIFIED  PROGRAM,  designated 
gifts  and  worthy  causes  during  the  Unity 
Auxiliary  Annual  Sessions,  July  15-20, 
2002  at  the  Martin  Street  Baptist  Church, 
Raleigh,  NC,  Dr.  Charles  Bullock,  Pastor. 
THIS  YEAR  IS  ELECTION  YEAR  FOR 
THREE  OF  ITS  AUXILIARIES.  PLEASE 
REGISTER  AND  SEND  YOUR  MES- 
SENGERS TO  RALEIGH  FOR  THE 
UNITY  SESSION  -  We  will  elect  new 
officers  for  the  Laymen,  Congress  and 
Ushers.  Moderators,  Pastors,  Church 
Officers  and  leaders  please  help  us  make 
2001-2002  one  of  the  most  successful  in 
GBSC  history.  Every  stewardship  contri- 
bution makes  a  difference,  regardless  of 
how  large  or  small! 

The  strength  of  the  GBSC  is  in  our  unity. 
Each  Church,  each  Association,  each 
Union,  and  each  member  of  the  conven- 
tion is  like  a  link  on  a  chain.  As  we  join 
together  in  support  of  common  goals  and 


objectives  we  are  able  to  do  great  mission 
work  and  ministry.  The  greater  the  sup- 
port we  have  for  the  causes  of  Kingdom 
Building  the  greater  our  witness  as 
General  Baptist. 

I,  along  with  our  Field  Staff,  will  try  to 
contact  each  Moderator  and  Pastor 
before  the  fiscal  years  ends.  We  depend 
on  you  for  prayer  and  support.  Your 
check  win  make  a  difference  in  the  fol- 
lowing areas: 

Home/State  Missions 
The  Unified  Program 
Support  of  Hurricane  Floyd  "Survivors" 
Princeville/Navassa/Laurel  Hill  Projects 
Shaw  Divinity  School  Library  Fimd 
Central  Children's  Home 
Lott  Carey  Ministry  in  Africa  and  abroad i 
Shaw  University  GBSC  Church  Music 

Scholarships 
General  Baptist  Field/Administrative 
Staff" 

The  3  Million  Dollar  30  Month 
Stewardship  Campaign 
Finally,  President  John  D.  Fuller,  Sr., ' 
joins  me  in  thanking  you  for  your  support 
and  sacrifices  this  fiscal  year.  Many  of 
you  have  gone  the  extra  mile  to  support 
the  "work."  Please  send  your  steward- 
ship support  before  August  31,  2002. 
The  Challenge  Is  The  Same:  Reach  The 
—  Masses"  John  12:32  (KJV) 


2ND  TRINITY 

ANNUAL 
SESSION 

LAYMEN'S  LEAGUE, 
CONGRESS  &  USHERS 
to  be  held 
MARTIN  STREET 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 
1001  East  Martin  Street, 
Raleigh,  NC  27601 
(919)  833-9756 
Dr.  Charles  T.  Bullock,  Pastor 
DETAILS  ON  PAGE  24 
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PRESIDENT'S  NEWS 


ieakin^i  (iroiuid  conl.  from  pa^v  I 

por  I'lillcr  s  iiiinic  has  hccoiiir  >\  iioiu  - 
Ml  Willi  niiiiislciiiil  cNccllciicc  id  lucal. 
I'  luitiotiiil'.  iitid  iiilcriwil loiiai  (nii- 
il  circles.  Dr.  I'lillcr  s  |)liil<ihO|)li\  i^: 
ic  '  hiircli  is  iiol  liic  chmcli.  unless  ii 
,'e^  ilseir  a\\a\.  "  And.  llie  I  .e\\  i,-,  ( :iia|)el 
tj)lis(  (lliiircirs  iiiollo  is:  "  I  lie  eluiieli 
III  uoes  loiwaid  ((♦i('\er.  backward 
Ver." 

Viler  heiiiji  elecled  Pre.Mdeiil  of  die 
('111 ion.  Dr.  I'liller  was  soon  lo 
j)oin(  Dr.  I  Imrinan  Kxerell  as 
)iisin<>  ( ioniniiUee  (iliairinan. 
uiirmaii.  Kxcretl  worked  lirelessl\  in 
idem  wilh  Dr.  Archie  I).  lj)<ian,Ji..  ihe 
?S(]  K,\eculi\('  Secrelarv  IVeasnrer. 
d  lo<j;elher  ihey  were  ahle  lo  secure 
Jeral,  and  slale  granl  money  lo  help 


linance  ihi.^  housing  minisli  v  pidjecl.  I  he 
( ioineiilioii  wa>  al)le  lo  m'ciiic  oNcr  ll!o 
aches  ot  land  in  \a\aisa.  Ihe  oiiK 

\[ricaii  American  l\lissioiiai\  Baplisl 
( 'oii\ eiilion  III  .Norlli  (Carolina  also  leads 
III  die  rehiiildiiii:'  eflorls  dial  ha\e  lakcii 
place  III  Pniici'N ille.  Norlh  (.aiolina  die 
oldesl  hisloricalK  Black  lowiisliip  in  die 
iialion  dial  was  \  irliialK  (leslro\ed  l)\  die 
lloodinii:.  I  lie\  ha\ c  cominilled  hiiaiicial 
and  hiiinan  resources  lo  properU  ac(|iii- 
silioii  and  hoiisiDii  reiKwval.  and  wilh  die 
conslniclion  ol  Phoenix  Nillajic  a  hoiisiiiii, 
de\('lopnieiil  111  Priiice\  ille.  llie 
(loiivenlion  coiiliimes  lo  aid  in  die  recov- 
eiv  sinir  goiiiii  '"ii  lliere.  I  he  Al'rican 
American  Baplisl  cliiirclies  of  die  (iliSd 
have  led  (he  lailli-based  response  lo 
I  liirricaiie  hdoyd  recovery  across  Kaslern 
Noi  ih  ( Carolina. 


LED  BY  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 


I'Voni  (Jiarlos  T.  Bullock 

Vice  Pivsidcnl  \l 


Charles  T.  ItnUock 

I  ice  I'rcsidciil .  1/  Lariic 

\s  we  ( (iiiiiniic  lo  lalxir  in  miiiislr\  lor  kiiin- 
in  iMiildiiii;  in  llicsc  imccilain  liirirs.  Id  ns 
il(  aiid  follow  liic  ^iiidimcc  ol'liic  [loi\  S|iiiii. 
is  lliidii;;ii  ihc  |)o\vci-  ol  llic  I  lol\  Spiiil^  liiiil 
■will  <'irr(li\('ly  reach  llic  masses  tllt•(Hlf^ll  oui- 
I'ai  Ihiil;.  leacliiliij;  and  w il iiessiiif^.  The 
rijiliiie  and  conleiniioiai y  hisloiy  reveal  how 
nl  s  will  was  accoiliplished  hv  those  who  lol- 
ved  ihe  lead  of  llie  I  loly  Spiril.  The  S|)iril  led 


.jesiis  iiilo  ihe  wilderness  lo  he  leni|)led  hv 
Salan.  The  Spiril  led  .jesiis  lo  .jeriisaleiii  lo  he 
eruciried,  all  in  (iod  s  w  ill.  Church  I  lislorv 
reveals  llial  llie  Spiril  also  led  Mai'lin  Liilhei. 
.lolin  (iakin.  Saiiil  Aiifiiisline.  Uoger  Williams, 
.lolin  Weslev  and  olhers  as  well  as  a  [ireacher. 
leaelier.  leader  ol'  ihe  (wcniielli  ceiilnrv,  Marlin 
.Liillier  Kinji.  ,jr  I  ie.  llie  I  loly  Spirit  of  (iod.  will 
eonliniie  lo  lead  lliose  of  us  who  are  willinjf  lo 
lollovv. 

\s  the  Spir  it  ol'  (iod  has  lead  the  presidents 
and  other  orhcers  ol  our  coincnlioii  in  the  past, 
so  will  I  Ie  lea(^  our  eonxentioii  as  we  prepare  lor 
the  hilure.  As  an  (tH'icer  of  the  eonvenlion.  I  am 
sincereK  iiiatehil  lor  the  conrideiice.  trust  and 
support  tiial  \'ou  have  ijiven  me.  I  ask  lhal  V'ou 
vvHI  continue  thai  conhdeiice.  Inisl  and  support 
as  I  seek  to  (irov  ide  hu  t  her  leadership  of  our  eon- 
venlioii  as  president.  I  call  upon  von  lo  join  with 
ine  as  we  seek  (iod  s  miidance  to  he  led  of  ihe 
I  lolv  Spirit  in  carrv iiii; out  the  (dinmand  ol  (iod 
llirou<>'li  this  convention. 

I  realize  lhal  as  presideni  I  iiuisl  commit; 
and  I  do  coiniiiit  to  serve  on  voiir  lieliall.  to 
alwavs  keep  the  mi.ssion  ol  our  eonvenlion  iii 
Focus  and  lo  execute  the  duties  and  responsihili- 
ties  of  die  oHice. 

•  lo  vvoik  with  the  I'.xeciilive  Secrelarv - 
treasurer,  other  olTicers  and  comniiltees  in  llie 
developiiieiil  and  ihe  iiiiplemeiilal ion  ol  min- 
islrics.  projiiams  and  policies. 

•  lo  work  diligenllv  vv  ilh  the  oHicers  and  com- 
millees  lo  iiciieraled  ihrounhoul  the  slale  posi- 
tive ihiiikiiig  and  supportive  coiiiniilineiil  lor  all 
ol'  the  ohjeclivcs  ol  our  convention. 

•  lb  help  insure  sound  accoiinlahilitv  lor  the 

IjC(1  ronliiiiH's  on  page  <S 


Mr.  Ben  KtilTiii.  ( IKO  of  die  KnlTin  Croup 
otil  ol  Wiiislon  Salem.  Norlli  (iaroliiia 
slated  while  speakini:  lo  ( ioiivciilioii 
memliers  al  ihi'  \iiiHial  Martin  Liillier 
Kiiil;  .)r..  Baii(|tiel  thai:  '  l-'re.-iidciil  l  iiller. 
IS  In  riling  on  iiiiiiisl  r\  Imhis  I  hal  w  ill  liav  c 
a  lar  reacliiiii:  ellecl  hevdiid  Ins  leiiiire. 
And.  Ins  promcssivc  rorward  lliinktiii; 
leadeisliip  has  caused  die  ( oiivciilion  lo 
lake  a  uiaiil  leap  lorvvard  Tor  llie  church. 
Willi  Dr.  lailler  al  ihc  helm,  the  Ahican 
American  Missionarv  Baptist  of  Morlh 
(laroliiia  coiilinuc  to  lead  die  nalion  l)\  ils 
example  and  iiivoKcnieiil  in  this  housing 
project  elTorl  lor  llu"  "leasl"  of  lliose 
aiiionii  us. 


Dr.  John  D.  Fuller  Sr. 


www.gbsc.org 
800-639-GBSC 


Only  10%  made  the  grade. 

How  did  your  insurance  company  do? 


I  ,.1^1  viMi- "iiK  10''  III  NiiieiK'.i  ^  .  iiinnii'ii  lal  linos 
pru|X'rI\  .iDiUasuallv  iiiMii.inn  v  I'liiixmiv^  n  i  cucil  \  X!  Iicst\ 

■  Su|x-i  \o\"  laliii.ij  lui  I  111. iiu  1.1 1  si  1^-11  u III  (  hiiK  h  Xluiii.il  h.is 
carried  llic  ilisliin.  lu>ii  Km  h>  i  niisccini\c  >oars.  .Sii|xtjoi  lliiaiii.  lal 
>lahilil\    .iiioilii  I  KM--111I  nil 'K- i  liiiu  lies  tnisi  riio  .S(Kvialisi  . 


Church 
Mutual 


'  I  I  I  J  I  I  $  r 


ilKK)  Schu^lcl  1..II1C  •  IH),  Bu\  l'^  ■  •  \loiiili .  Wl .  ■- 1 1^:  •  I  S(Kl-554-3M?  •  %>«w,churcliTiii.!u.i! . 
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WOMEN'S  CONVENTION  NEWS 


The  Power  of  God's  Word  (Communication) 

B\  K\(-(  iiti\('  Sccrdarv-  lreasiircr  Bnxlio     l)v  iIk'  hrcath  of  Ins  mouth. 


Dr.  PriscilUi  A.  lirodie 
Execulire  Secretan'-  Treasurer 


1 .  Rejoice  in  the  lord,  0  Ye  righteous:  for 
|)raise  is  comeK  (oi-  (he  upright. 

2.  I'laise  the  Lord  with  harp:  sing  unto 
hiin  with  the  psaltery  and  an  instrument 
oC  ten  strings. 

3.  Sing  unto  him  a  new  song;  play  skill- 
hillv  with  a  loud  noise. 

4.  hor  the  word  ol  the  li)RI)  is  right;  and 
all  his  works  are  done  in  truth. 

5.  He  loveth  righteousness  and  judgment: 
the  earth  is  lull  ol  the  goodness  ol 

the  LORD. 

6.  By  the  word  of  the  LORD  were  the 
heavens  made;  and  all  the  host  of  them 


togelher  as  an  heap;  he  laveth  up  the 
de|)lh  in  storehouses 

8.  Let  all  the  earlh  fear  the  LORD;  let  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  world  sland  in 
awe  of  liiin. 

l  or  he  s|)ake  and  it  wasf/o/(r;  he  eom- 
manded.  and  it  stood  fast. 
Psalms  33:1-9 

The  theme  of  the  Woman's  Oonvention 
this  year  relates  to  "  I  ransforming  I  he 
Family  Through  (Christian 

Communication."    I  his  scripture  shows 

The  Power  Continued  on  Page  5 


Julias  McDonald 
President  of  WBII  &  FMC 


MISSIONS  PRAYER  PIZZA  PARTY 

Sponsored  by 
The  Youth  Department 
of  the 

Woman's  Baptist  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Convention 
Auxiliary  to  GBSC 

Time  and  Place  To  Be  Announced,  Winston-Salem 

Approximately  250  spaces  will  be  reserved  (first  come,  first  served).  The  advance  donation  is  $7.00  per 
person,  and  $8.00  at  the  door  per  person.  The  donation,  along  with  form,  should  be  sent  no  later  than  July 
1 2,  2002,  so  that  the  ticket(s)  can  be  mailed  to  you  before  the  Convention.  It  is  not  planned  that  tickets  be 
sold  on  site  at  the  time  of  the  event.  Supervisors  and  conventional  Youth  are  invited. 

(A  feature  of  interest  will  be  presented) 


MISSIONS  PRAYER  PIZZA  PARTY 
Youth  Department,  WBH&FMC 


Name 


Date 


Mailing  Address 
Church 


Amount  Enclosed 
Telephone  No.  


Number  of  Tickets  Desired 


Signed 


Please  mail  form  and  money  to: 


Woman's  Baptist  State  Convention 
P.O.  Box  1818 
Raleigh,  NC  27602 


118^^^  Annual  Session  Events 

The  118th  Annual  Session  of  the  Woman's  Baptist 
Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Convention  of  North 
Carolina  will  convene  in  Winston-Salem,  North 
Carolina  at  the  Benton  Convention  Center.  Please 
begin  praying  and  making  preparation  to  attend  and 
participate  in  this  celebration. 
Lhe  session  convenes  during  the  week  of  July  28- 
August  1,  2002.  Reverend  FO.  Bass,  Jr.,  and  Mt. 
Vernon  Baptist  (Church  of  High  Point  will  serve  as 
hosts.  The  main  hotel  is  the  Adam's  Mark,  Wmston- 
Salem. 

Among  the  activities  are:  ' 

1.  A  Communion  Service  on  Sunday  evening,  July 
28th,  2002  at  7:00  p.m.  at  New  Bethel  Bapdst 
Church.  There  will  not  be  a  precovention  musical  on 
Sunday  evening. 

2.  The  Johnnie  Blunt  McLester  Pre-Conventioni 
Banquet  on  Monday  evening,  July  29^^^  2002  at 
6:00  p.m.  at  the  Benton  (iOnvention  Center  You  ma 
secure  tickets  from  the  office  of  the  Woman's 
Convention  now.  J  ickets  purchased  by  (he  advance 
dea  line  of  June  22,  2002  are  $30.00  each.  Tickets 
purchased  on  site  are  $31 .00  each.  Please  send  to  th 
office  now  for  tickets. 

3.  Missions  Study  Classes  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday  ' 
and  Thursday  (July  30-August  1,  2002),  beginning  ai 
8:00A.M. in  the  Convention  Center  and  Adams  Mark 
Hotel.  Pre-registration  information  is  available  for 
class  registration.  There  will  be  classes  for  Pastors  an( 
Senior,"Young  Adult  and  Youth  missionaries.  A  pastor 
will  teach  the  class  for  pastors. 

\t1i8thAnnuaL(^otJimiii»^j<^^ 
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MISSIONS  PRAYER  BREAKFAST 

Sponsored  By 
The  Young  Adult  Department 
of  the 

Woman's  Baptist  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Convention, 
Auxiliary  to  GBSC 

Tuesday,  July  30,  2002 
Adam's  Mark,  Winston-Salem 
6:45A.M.-8:00  A.M. 

0  spaces  have  been  reserved  (first  come,  first  served).  The  advance 
nation  is  $15.00  per  person  and  $16.00  per  person  at  the  door.  The 
nation,  along  with  form,  should  be  sent  to  later  than  July  12,  2002,  so 
at  the  breakfast  ticket(s)  can  be  mailed  to  you  before  the  Convention, 
niors.  Young  Adults  and  Youth  are  invited. 

(A  feature  of  interest  will  be  presented.) 


ime 


MISSIONS  PRAYER  BREAKFAST 
Tuesday,  July  30,  2002 
Young  Adult  Department,  WBH&FMC 

 Date 


ailing  Address, 


liurch 


Pastor 


mount  Enclosed 


lephone  No. 


Number  of  Tickets  Desired 


Signed 


ease  mail  form  and  money  to:     Woman's  Baptist  State  Convention 

P.O.  Box  1818 
Raleigh,  NC  27602 
(Please  return  form  with  funds  no  later  than  July  12,  2002.) 


e  Power  Continued  From  Page  4 

the  power  and  life  in  God's  spoken 
ird.  When  God  spoke,  things  happened 
He  declared.  God  in  Christ  allows  the 
iristlan  family  to  speak  "life"  or 
eath"  into  their  relationships.  There 
;  many  scriptures,  which  relate  to  what 
:  speak  or  communicate.  However,  let 
be  remindful  of  our  theme  scripture: 
averbs  21:23  and  James  1:26 


118th  Annual  Cont.  from  Page  4 
pastor  will  teach  the  class  for  pastors. 

4.  Youth  Projects  on  Tuesday,  July 
30,  2002. 

5.  The  Young  Adult  Missions 

Prayer 

Breakfast  on  Tuesday  July  30  at  6:45 
a.m.  The  advance  dontion  is  $15.00:  at 
the  door,  $16.00.  Space  is  limited. 
Please  send  to  the  office  for  tickets 
now. 

6.  The  Ministers'  Wives  and 
Widows  Fellowship  Luncheon  on 
Tuesday,  July  30  at  12:30  p.m.  The 
advance  donation  is  $15.00;  at  the 

118th  Annual  Continues  above 

t  ..^  . . . . . 


UStb  Annual  Cont.  torn  below 

door, 

$16.00.  Space  is  limited. 

Please  send  to  the  office  for  tickets 

now. 

7.  The  Youth  Prayer  "Pizza  Party" 
during  the  conventional  week  (tim 
and  place  to  be  announced.)  The 
advance  donation  is  $7.00;  at  the 
door,  $8.00.  Space  may  be  limited. 
Please  send  to  the  office  for  tickets 
now. 

8.  Annual  Address  of  President 
McDonald,  along  with  the  report  of 
Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 
Brodie,  on  Wednesday  morning  (July 
31). 

9.  Early  Morning  Prayer  Hour 
from  6:00  a.m.  to  7:00  a.m.  Tuesday 
through  Thursday 

10.  Executive  Committee  Meeting 
on  Monday  July  29  at  9:00  A.M.  The 
Executive  Board  will  meet  at  10:00 
A.M.  The  General  Board  will  meet 
at  1:45  P.M. 


Representation  and  Pre-registration 
fees  should  be  sent  to  the  office  by 
July  5,  2002.  Fee  information  and 
forms  have  been  mailed  to  District 
Chairpersons  and  Circle,  Union,  and 
Auxiliary  Presidents.  Chairpersons  and 
Presidents,  please,  contact  the  office  if 
you  have  not  received  your  Annual 
Session  pre-registration  information. 
Please  be  reminded  that  the  2001-2002 
budget  is  $801,357.00.  We  need 
approximately  $465,762.85  to  reach  the 
budget.  Please  bring  or  send,  before 
the  Convention,  the  greatest  part  of 
the  balance  of  your  quotas.  Our  fiscal 
year  ends  August  31,  2002.  This  is  the 
tenth  month  of  the  fiscal  year. 
Please  make  checks  /  m.o.  payable 
to  the  Woman's  Baptist  Home  and 
Foreign  Missionary  Convention  or 
the  Woman's  Baptist  State 
Convention.  Please  mail  contribu- 
tions and  correspondence  to: 
Woman's  Baptist  State  Convention, 
P.O.  Box  1818,  Raleigh,  NC  27602. 


WBH&FMC  MINISTERS'  WIVES  LUNCHEON 

TUESDAY,  JULY  30,  2002 

Place  To  Be  Announced,  Winston-Salem 

Advance  Donation  -  $15.00  Per  Person 
At  The  Door  Donation  -  $16.00  Per  Person 

(URGENT!  Please  Pre-Register  by  July  12,  2002) 


WBH&FMC  MINISTERS'  WIVES  LUNCHEON 
Tuesday,  July  30,  2002 

Pre-Registration 


Name 


Date 


Mailing  Address 
Church  


Pastor 


Amount  Enclosed 


Telephone  # 


Signed 


Please  mail  blank  and  money  to: 


Woman's  Baptist  State  Convention 
P.O.  Box  1818 
Raleigh,  NC  27602 


,1 


www.gbsc.org 
800-639-GBSC 
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VICE  PRESIDENT'S  NEWS 


4lh  \  icc-Pre.sidcnl 
Reverend \ilom  M.  Aveiy,  II, 
M.Div. 

The  Awsome  Power 
of  Christ 

'To  the  [(icncral  Baptist  l  ainily]  of 
(iod  in  [Nortli  (Carolina],  to  those  sancti- 
fied in  Christ  Jesus  and  called  to  be  holy, 
together  with  all  those  everywhere  Wlio 


call  on  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  —  their  Lord  and  ours:  Grace 
and  peace  to  you  fiom  God  our  Father 
and  the  l^ord  Jesus  Christ" 
{1  Corinthians  1:2-3,  NIV}. 

I  always  thank  God  for  as  you  I  travel 
around  this  great  state  thiough  the 
channels  of  this  great  Convention.  God  is 
doing  great  things  through  you  in  min- 
istiy  and  the  manifestation  of  spiritual 
gifts.  Jesus'  statement  in  Matthew  5:l-t 
rings  loudly  in  my  ears:  "You  are  the 
light  of  the  world.''  When  we  carefully 
and  prayerfully  examine  this  statement, 
it  is  clearly  a  bold,  yet  bewildering 
proclamation.  Imagine  how  perplexed 
the  listeners  of  Jesus'  day  were  when 
they  beard  this  profound  proclamation. 

1  leie  they  were,  living  in  a  land  that 
was  far  removed  from  the  awesome  and 
magnificent  power  of  imperial  Rome. 
They  perhaps  had  envisioned  what  the 
great  citv  of  their  oppressor  must  have 
looked  like.  Rome  to  them  was  the  bright 
light  that  shone  upon  a  hill.  Yet,  Jesus 
proclaimed  them  (1  lis  disciples)  to  be 

Avery-  continues  on  page  8 


News  From  The  Foreign  Field:  The  Lott 
Carey  Convention 


From  The  Second  Vice 
President: 

Dr.  Howard  W.  Parker,  Jr. 

Ms.  Amanda  Haines  of 
McKeesport,  Pennsylvania,  was  pari 
of  the  Lott  Carey  Youth  Work 
Mission  team  to  Guyana,  South 
America,  and  tells  of  her  unforget- 
tiible  experience. 

She  states  that  Guyana  lies 
between  Venezuela  and  Suriname, 
and  above  Brazil  on  the  Northern 
lip  of  South  America.  Its  capital  is 
Georgetown.  Population  is  about 
697,286  or  more.    This  nation  con- 
sists of  five  ethnic  groups: 
Amerindians,  Whites,  Blacks,  Last 
Indians,  and  Chinese.   Some  of  the 
religions  practiced  by  the  Guyanese 
people  are  (Christianity,  Hinduism, 
Islam,  Amei'incUan  religions,  and, 


1 

Ml* 

SHAW  UNIVERSITY  AND  SHAW  DIVINITY 
SCHOOL  NEWS 


Reverend  N.  T.  Davis 

Grace  and  Peace  be  unto  you  from 
God  the  f  ather  and  1  lis  only  Son  Jesus. 
He  has  blessed  us  to  see  another  spring 
and  summer  is  near.  Dr  Talbert  0. 
Shaw  has  retired  as  President  of  Shaw 
University  effective  December  21,  2002. 
We  have  lost  a  true  champion.  An  effec- 
tive leader,  a  great  fund  raiser  and  schol- 
ar 

From  the  Baptist  of  North  Carolina  we 
thank  Dr  and  Mrs.  Shaw  for  your  \  ears 
of  faithful  service  to  the  University  and 
to  the  Raleigh,  State  and  Nation. 
God  blessing  be  with  you  as  you  letire 
and  His  blessing  is  with  you  always. 
Surely  all  will  miss  you.  The  Baptist  of 
North  (iarolina  are  praying  for  you  daily 
in  all  the  steps  you  take  for-  we  know  the 
steeps  of  a  good  inan  is  ordered  by  the 
I^ord. 


May  26,  1966,  Guyana  gained  its' 
independence  from  the  United 
Kingdom.  On  February  23,  1970, 
Guyana  was  declared  a  Republic. 
This  date  is  a  celebrated  national 
holiday.  Guyana  has  a  parliamen- 
tary government  and  is  a  member 
state  of  the  British  Commonwealth 
of  Nations. 

The  theme  was  "^lienienibering 
Christ  \s  Words:  The  Challenge  for 
the  Church. "  Luke  24:8.  The 


liev.  Davis 


body  sought  to  embrace  this  theme 
through  their  work,  worship  and 
witness.  God  showed  them  that, 
while  they  worked,  they  were  wit-| 
nessing  and  worshiping.  It  is  excit-: 
ing  to  understand  that,  as  a  followei 
of  Christ,  you  don't  have  to  speak  U 
witness.  You  can  be  a  witness 
without  saying  a  wortL  Your 
actions,  character,  and  the  way  you 

Foreign  Field  continued  on  page  7 


Dr.  Howard  W.  Parker,  Jr. 

others.  The  languages  spoken  are 
English,  Creole,  Amerindian 
dialects,  Hindu,  and  Urdu.  On 


PEW  UPHOLSTERING 
REVERSABLE  CUSHIONS 

NEW  PEWS  •  PEW  REFINISHING  •  STAINED  GLASS 
LIGHTING  •  CARPET  •  PAINTING  •  PLASTER  REPAIR 

POST  OFFICE  BOX  5346 
HIGH  POINT,  NC  27262 

1-800-289-7397 

CHURCH  INTERIORS,  INC. 

THE  NATION'S  LEADING  CHURCH  RENOVATION  SPECIALISTS 


uly  2002 
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HUMANITARIAN  AGENCY  CHURCH  WORLD 
SERVICE  LEADING  PEACE  DELEGATION  TO 
WEST  AFRICA 


SiihinilU'd  liy  (\trol  Smith 
^  Maiui^in<j;  Ixlilor 

Inletnalioiial  hiimanilaiiari  (lluiicli 
Service  h^xecuilivc  Dircclor  Joliii  L. 
IcCliillouffh  will  lead  a  nine  member  del- 
{ialioii  (()  West  Africa  in  July  2002. 


res[)()n(ling  (o  a  call  (or  help  from  church- 
es in  the  region  thai  have  reached  out  to 
each  other  across  national  borders  to 
work  lor  peace. 

On  the  schedule  lor  July  2-18  are 
meetings  with  the  presidents  of  Lil)eria, 
Sierra  Leone.  (Guinea  and  (winibia;  ecu- 
menical and  interlaith  councils  in  (he  four 
countries,  and  U.S.  ambassadors  to  each 
country.  (WS'  goal:  strengthening  part- 
ner' cinirihes'  work  for  peace,  human 
lights,  reconcrliation,  rcconstruclron  and 
sustainable  development  In  a  region 
wracked  by  polilical  instabilrty,  ()overtY, 
Irghling  and  massrve  drs|)lacement  of 
f)eople  within  and  across  borders. 

[  he  councrls  of  churches  along  with 
an  rnlei-relrgious  group  in  (he  Mano 
River  Union  countries  of  (Guinea.  Liberia 
and  Sierra  Leone  [iressed  then  coiinlries" 
|)residen(s  to  meet  together  (wice  in  (he 
pas(  18  mondis  (o  address  the  urgent 

Hiiniaiiilariaii  (hul.  on  pa^c  19 


Church  Administration  Software 
www.CapitalComputing.coni 


Membership  Profiles 
Pictorial  Directories 
Activities  &  Skills 
Attendance 
Visitation 
Ministry  Services 
Church  Mailing  List 
Equipmt  Inventory 
Music  Library 

Tape,  Book,  and  Video  Library 


Sermon  Filer 
E-Mail  Directory 
Fund  Accounting 
Accounts  Payable 
Accounts  Receivable 
Contributions 
Payroll 

Built-in  Security 
Graphics 


Customer  Report  Writer 
Phone  Tree  Interface 
32-bit  Performance 
Year200  Ready 
Print  W/2W3  Tax  Froms 
Custom  Reports 
Pledges 

Netwrok  Ready 

Customizable 

TVaining  Available  On-site 


Capital  Computing  Services 
19W.HargettSt.,Suite20fl 
PO  Box  367 

Raleigh,  NC  27602-0367 
(919)  833-8975  fax 

Charles  Brown@  Capital  Computing.com 


ONLY  $295 

(ta,x  &  shipping 
not  included) 


CONTACT  US  TODAY 


oivi^ii  D'iUI  colli,  from  p(i<!;t'  6 

ive  your  life  <'an  lead  someone  to 
jhrisl.  We  also  realize  (hat  work 
an  be  an  act  of  worship. 

We  helped  two  families  build 
heir  homes,  and  we  did  very  physi- 
al  nork  but,  as  we  wf)rke(l  we 
Vaised  (iod.  As  we  worked,  it  did- 
I't  matter  how  diilleult  (he  labor 
vas.   We  knew  (ha(  our  service, 
^ves  Cod  Praise  and  allirms  Cod's 
^ove  for  all  people.  If  we  continue 

0  weave  that  all  together,  Wo//\ 

1  lelping  someone  build  their  home), 
h)r.s/ii/j(WU\\v  we  wor  ked,  we  praise  the 
jord),  IViLtiess  (Being  a  witness  for 
■veryone  to  see  find  living  the  life  that 
<od  has  called  us  to  Irve),  you  can  see 
vhal  an  exciting  lime  we  liad  together. 

Twelve  persons  from  the  USA 
md  (hir(een  (Guyanese  (Sou(h 
Vmericans)  made  up  our  mission 
e«un.  For  me.  South  America  has  a 

'on'i<rn  rU'ld  mnlimu's  on  paf^c  V 


GET  READY  TO  ATTEND 
2nd  ANNUAL  CRIME  &  INCARCERATION 
CONFERENCE! 

OFFICE  OF  INSTITUTIONAL  & 
SPFCIALIZFI)  MINISTRIES 

Theme 

"Tlic  (  liwTh  s  Mission  In  Tin-  Midst  of 
(  rime  ic  Incaiccialion" 

By:  Michael  W.  Smith,  Sr.,  Chairman 


l  ire  lime  is  now  (o  l)egin  preparation  (o 
attend  I  he  2nd  Annual  (Irime  & 
Incarceration  Conference  September  27- 
28,  2002.  This  year  s  conference  will  l)e 
held  at  the  I'edeial  Correctional 
(Complex  in  Bulner.  N(l.  This  com|)lex  is 
one  of  (he  laiges(  corredional  complexes 
in  (he  cound  v.  1  hrs  year' s  conference 
will  provide  ex|)er(  raining,  dialogue 
widi  inma(es,  (ours  and  wor  ship  ser  vic- 
es. These  events  will  lake  place  in  the 
Vi  W.  Tr  aining  (xMiter  and  inside  the 


Michael  It.  Smith,  Sr.  Chairman 
Crime  continues  on  pa^e  22 


CBSC  Pastor  Receives 
Ph.D.  Degree  in  English 

liv  Carol  Smil/i.  Mditd'^iiip:  I  'di/or 

\  (ienei  al  Baplrst 
S(a(e  (ioiiveiUion 
pas(or  received  his 
l)oc(or  of  Philoso()h\ 
(Ph.D.)  degree  in 
Knglish  during  (he 

iioi'i 

( lommenccMnent 
Kxercises  a(  The 
Universilv  oi  North 
(Carolina  at  (weensboro  (UN(Xi)  on 

Sunday,  May  19^^,  2002.  The  Rev. 
Donald  Kav  .jenkins,  who  serves  as  pas- 
tor of  Shiloh  Ba|)tisl  Church  in 
Mocksville.  was  one  of  39  students 
receiving  doc-toral  degrees.  Si.xteen 
member  s  from  .lenkiris  s  church,  one  of 
his  former  high-school  teachers,  and 

Pastor  Ph.D.  coiilinnes  on'pa<£e  '  fi 
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Ijed  conihmed  from  page  6 

•  To  enJiance  the  teaching  ministry  of 
our  convention,  utilizing  state-of-art 
strategies  and  technology  on  the  local, 
state  and  collegiate  levels  at  Shaw 
University  and  Shaw  University  Divinity 
School. 

•  To  increase  support  to  the  Health  and 
I  luman  Service  department,  so  that  this 
component  of  our  convention  can  be 
more  visible  and  more  serviceable  by 
addressing  health  issues  for  prevention 
and  early  detection  of  diseases  and  there- 
by enhance  the  quality  of  life  for  all  of  us. 

•  To  engage  the  convention  in  research 


and  or  exposure  to  studies,  materials  and 
resources  that  provide  relevant  solutions 
to  problems  and  issues  our  churches  are 
facing  today  as  it  relates  to  ministry, 
internal  conflict,  money  management 
skills  and  others. 

These  are  some  of  the  goals  that  will 
serve  as  guidelines  for  our  convention  to 
move  forward  in  this  century.  /\s  I  con- 
tinue to  seek  the  office  of  president  of 
The  General  Baptist  State  Convention,  I 
solicit  your  prayers  and  your  support 
that  together  we  may  have  an  exemplary 
Convention  to  the  praise  and  glory  of 
God. 


Avery  conliniied  from  page  6 
"the  light  of  the  world. '  Could  it  be  that 
Jesus  already  saw  them  wrapped  in  a 
f)ower  so  awesome  —  so  marvelous  — 
so  impressive  —  so  formidable,  that 
Rome's  light  paled  in  comparison?  YES! 
Jesus  knew  that  the  power  of  God, 
which  was  promised  to  those  who  trust- 
ed and  followed  I  lim  could  and  would 
achieve  what  no  other  power  in  exis- 
tence could!  Jesus  proclaimed  this  prom- 
ise several  times.  I^ook  at  it  in  two  spe- 
cific passiiges: 

•  "I  am  going  to  send  you  what 
my  leather  has  promised;  l)ut 
stay  in  the  city  until  vou  have 
been  clothed  with  power  from 
on  high"  {Luke  2-t:4t).  NIV}. 

•  ''...Do  iiol  leave  Jerusalem,  but 
wail  for  the  gilt  my  Father 
promised,  which  you  have 
heard  me  speak  about... you 
will  receive  power  when 

the  Holy  S[)irit  comes  on 
you..."     {Acts  1:-tb,8a,  NIV}. 
Jesus  was  declaring  thai  those  w  ho 
receive  (iod  s  power  would  a(  (  ()iii|)lish 
what  no  other  power  on  earth  could  do. 

I  h rough  them,  (/od  s  power  would  pro- 
vide light  to  a  world  that  was  bound  by 
the  darkness  of  lesser  powers.  I  liioiigh 
them.  God's  light  would  emihle,  equip, 
and  empower  them  to  be  witnesses  of 
Christ,  even  ''to  the  ends  of  the  earth." 

rhe  light  of  Rome  was  no  match  for  the 
promised  power  that  the  disciples  would 
receive  in  ord<'r  to  serve  as  the  light  of 
the  world. 


I  he  same  is  true  today.  IVly  sisters 
and  brothers  in  Christ,  YOU  ARE  THE 
LIGHT  OF  THE  WORLD!  This  is  the  ^ 
promise  of  Christ  from  Christ  to  all  who 
trust  and  follow  the  Lord.  The  source 
from  which  we  receive  this  world-illumi- 
nating power  from  God  is  an  intimate 
companionship  and  communion  with 
the  once  crucified,  but  now  risen  Christ! 
That's  it!  That  is  why  the  Apostle  Paul 
could  exclaim  with  confidence:  i  have 
been  crucified  with  Christ  and  I  no 
longer  live,  but  (^lirist  lives  in  me.  The 
life  I  liv(>  in  the  body,  I  liv(>  by  faith  in 
the  Son  of  (.iod,  who  loved  me  and  gave 
Himself  for  me"  {Galatians  2:20,  NIV}. 
With  this  power: 

•  we  oNcicome  weakness  because 
(iod  s  power  works  (hiough 
human  weakness; 

•  we  are  rescued  and  healed;  thus, 
we  beco'me  rescuers  and  healer 
liecause  Ciod's  [)ower  rescues  an 
heals  (hose  who  are  liandcufl'ed  in 
I  he  ruins  of  deslruclive  experi 
ences; 

•  we  become  a  Christian  communi 
ty  which  reaches  out  lo  the  least, 
the  losl,  ihose  who  are  left  out, 
looked  over;  and  lei  down  because 
(jod's  power  strengthens  (Christian 
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new  meaning.  South  America  is 
bigger  than  a  country  -  it  spanned 
two  continents  and  it  was  a  blessing 
to  my  heart  to  live  and  work  in 
such  a  Christian  community. 
Nobody  cared  about  their  nationali- 
ty or  their  ethnicity.  Everyone  was 
simply  excited  about  our  common 
love  for  Christ,  which  called  us  to 
work,  worship  and  witness.  After 
the  first  two  days  of  learning  each 
others  names  and  aspects  culture, 
the  Holy  Spirit  just  came  and  made 
all  of  us  one.  We  were  so  close  by 
the  end  of  our  work  mission  experi- 
ence, until  it  was  as  if  we  had 
known  each  other  our  whole  lives. 

God  Is  An  Awesome  Wonder! 


The  State  Usher's 
Convention 

By:;\liceW  McNair 
The  N.C.  State  Ushers  Convention 
will  be  held  (2  day  session)  July  19-20, 
2002  at  the  Martin  Street  Baptist 
Church,  Raleigh,  N.C.  Dr  Charles 
Bullock,  pastor.  Usher  presidents;  begin 
making  preparations  to  attend.  Make 
hotel  reservations,  gel  cars  and  church 
vans  ready;  bring  ytnw  uniforms;  for  the 
SaturdaN  a.m.,  (wand  Ushers  March. 
I  lope  to  see  vou  (here. 
LIshers,  this  is  officers  election  year.  Pres. 
( Jiaiies  Fletcher  has  l)een  a  very  good 
[)resi(lenl  for  the  |)asl  four  years.  Mr 
hJelcher  is  from  Winston  Salem,  N.C. 
and  he  is  stepping  dow  n.  I  he  Vice 
Presidenl  is  now  in  line  lor  the  presiden- 
cy. \  nice  letter  from  Bro.  hoiest  M. 
Faves,  Jr.  Charlotte,  N.C.  is  now  a  can- 
didate for  the  office  of  president  of  N.C. 
Ushers.  I  lis  theme  is  "Rendering  Service 
li)  (^od  By  Rend(>ring  Service  Jo  All  ". 
I  le  is  well  qualified  for  the  job.  I  le  is 
spiritually  equipped  and  knowledgeable 
lo  hold  this  position.  I  le  is  currently  1st 
vice  |)res.  of  State  Usher  s;  pres.  and 
coordinator  for  District  III  Ushers, 
Charlotte,  N.C.  area;  pres.  of  the 
Mecklenburg  General  Baptist  Association 


Usher  s  Auxiliar  y.  I  le  is  a  member  of  the 
Fr  iendship  Baptist  Church,  Dr  Clifford 
Jones,  Pastor.  We  prayerfully  solicit  your 
vote  for  Forest  M.  Eaves  for  the  presi- 
dent of  N.C.  State  Ushers  Convention. 
Western  Union  Ushers;  Clinton,  N.C, 
held  their  annual  Ushers  Fellowship 
Service  at  the  Snow  Hill  Baptist  (Ihurch, 
April  27,2002  at  5:00  p.m.  Rev.  Jesse 
Smith,  Pastor.  Approx.  100  ushers  in 
uniforms  gathered  outside -marched  into 
the  church  by  two's;  the  choir  sang 
"Marching  to  Zion".  Snow  Hill  Mass 
Choir  Rev.  Jesse  Smith  was  the  speaker. 
He  spoke  from  St.  Luke  10:38  and  St. 
John  2:9 — 10  "Putting  the  Best  Things 
First".  A  dynamic  speaker  and  a  soul 
stirring  message.  Next,  recognition  of 
ushers.  Mt.  Pleasant  B.  Church  won  the 
attendance  prize  with  14  ushers  present. 
Bro.  Earlie  Melvin  is  their  pr  esident,  Dr. 
V.  Fulwood,  pastor  Closing  remarks  by 
Pres.  Roy  Williams.  A  very  spir  itual  serv- 
ice and  well  attended.   Littlefield  B. 
Church,  Newton  Grove,  N.C.  will  have 
their  ushers'  anniversar  y,  July  14,  2002 
at  3:00p.m.  Mt.  Zion  B.  Church,  Dunn, 
N.C,  Pastor  Smith,  choir,  and  ushers 
will  be  their  guests.  Bro.  Larry  Grumpier 
is  the  president.  Western  Union  Ushers, 
(21)  churches  held  a  one  day  ushers 
convention  at  the  Big  Piney  Grove  B. 
Church,  Clinton,  N.C.  May  18.2002. 
Rev.  James  Mit(  hell.  Pastor  Opened  at 
9:()0a.m.  A  workshop  was  taught  by  Dr. 
Varnie  Inilwood  "l^ieaking  Spiritual 
Bondages",  Matthew  12:29.  He  is  a 
(K  namic  teacher.  It  was  an  electrifying 
-t5  minutes.  If \()u  ever  need  an  instruc 
tor  for  your  church  or  auxiliary,  call  Dr 
Fullwood,  pastor  of  the  Mt.  Pleasant  B. 
Church,  Clinton,  N.(.'.  'Church 
Fliquette",  a  short  discussion  was  gi\en 
by  yours  truK.  Alice  W'  McNair  Pres. 
Roy  Williams  spoke  of  the  joy  he  had  in 
rec  eiving  a  plaque  for  42  years  of  usher- 
ing from  the  State  One  Day  Session  in 
Winston  Salem,  N.C.  on  Feb.  23,2002.  A 
very  enjoyable  day.  Lunch  was  served.  . 

Hope  the  3  r  ecipients  of  the  longevity 
awards  (plaques) 

can  attend  the  State  Ushers  Convention, 
Raleigh,  N.C.  Bring  your  plaques.  We 

Stale  Usher's  cont.  on  page  22 
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FROM  THE  MINISTER'S  COUNCIL 


Dr.  Leonzo  Lynch 

Dr.  Leonzo  D.  Lynch,  President 
Greetings  in  the  matchless  name  of  our  risen 
Christ!  The  prayers  of  the  Ministers'  Council 
are  with  each  of  you  as  you  labor  in  the  vine- 
yard of  the  Master  The  GBSC  Ministers' 
Council  has  taken  our  charge  from  President 
Fuller  to  serve  the  ministers  of  this  great  con- 
vention. Our  efforts  have  been  put  forth  to 
provide  resources  to  the  clergy  of  this  con- 


vention with  the  aim  of  providing  assistance 
and  support  to  servants  of  God.  This  month's 
emphasis  will  continue  to  focus  on  the  minis- 
ter's personal  library.  One  book  that  is  highly 
recommended  is: 

The  12  Essential  Skills  For  Great  Preaching 
By  Wayne  McDill/Broadman  &  Holman 
Publishers,  Nashville,  TN  1994,  ISBN  #  0- 
8054-2012-6 

"Great  delivery  without  effective  content  is 
often  only  'sound  and  fury,  signifying  noth- 
ing." Dr.  McDill  continues,  "on  the  other 
hand,  striking  content  is  of  real  interest  to  the 
hearer"  and  is  a  crucial  part  of  every  preach- 
er's communication.  In  the  12  Essential 
Skills  for  Great  Preaching,  Dr.  McDill  draws 
on  35  years  of  experience  as  a  preacher  and 
homiletics  professor  to  show  that  effective 
preaching  isn't  some  mysterious  talent  a  few 
gifted  people  are  bom  with.  It  is  something 
you  can  learn.  He  presents  12  proven  ways  to 
pack  more  content  into  every  sermon.  He 
observes  that  the  gifts  necessary  to  be  an 
effective  pastor  come  from  God,  along  with 
the  call  to  preach  but  that  recognizing  and 
developing  those  gifts  are  each  preacher's 
responsibility. 

Minis(('r\s  conliiiued  on  pa^c  12 


Mini -Skills  Exhibit  for  Youth 


LAYMEN'S  LEAGUE 
By  Konias  L.  Hales 

riic  (icneral  Ba[)lis(  Stale  ( jdnvciilioii 
()(  North  (Carolina  Layincn's  League 
sponsored  its  Annual  Mini-Skills  Kxhibil 
lor  youdi  at  die  .).  ,J.  .lohnson  Ba|)(is( 
\>^cnibly  located  in  Laurel  Mill  North 
Carolina  on  Saturday.  May  18.  2002. 
The  Mitii-Skills  Kxhil)it  was  sfjonsored 
under  the  lea(lershi|)  ol'  Michael  Kendale. 

Those  that  participated  in  the  Mini- 
Skills  were  as  follows:  Naomi  (  /ai'cia  - 
Oraloiical  Presentation,  Sandy  Bun 
Missionary  Baptist  Lhurch.  .lacksoin  ille 
NL.  (Gregory  L.  Thomas  -  \hisical  Solo. 
St.  .hide  Missionary  Baptist  Lhurch. 
Hope  Mills  NC.  Clara  Dednam  -  ,\rt 
I)is[)lay,  Walts  Chapel  Baplisl  Church, 
Bah'igh  NC.  Alex  Kendall  -  Science 
l)is|)lay,  Walts  Chapel  Baptist  (Church, 
Raleigh  NC.  Youth  Dancers  - 
Inspiralioiial  Dance,  participants  were: 


If. 


I 


Romas  I  Idles 
Kaela  Keiiiie(l\.  ( ilii  istina  ( iante\.  LaVmie 
Battle.  .Jasmine  Washington,  .laleesa 
Bamsev.  Daiiiella  Dixon,  and  Kellie  Cox. 
all  of  Second  Calvary  Baptist  (ihurch  of 
Charlotte,  NC.  All  the  partici|)anls  were 
very  good.  Clara  Dednam's  art  dis[)lay 
was  voted  the  overall  best.  Thanks  lo  all 

Layniens  conlinue  on  page  12 


NC  Council  of  Churches  calls  for  Public 
Education  Sunday 


I5\  Rcxcrcnd  Dciiiiis  IJiowii.  Sl;ill  l{('|i(irli'i 

I'or  the  second  )('ar.  the  North 
Carolina  Council  of  Churches  is  asking 
faith  communities  to  show  support  for 
the  state  s  public  schools  by  holding  a 
Public  fjincation  Sunday.  The  eveni, 
whii  h  has  been  endorsed  b\  Iannis 
Nelson.  President  of  the  North  Carolina 
PT\.  and  North  Carolina  State 
Superintendenl  Mike  Ward,  calls  for  a 
renewed  and  deepened  commitment 
toward  the  [diblic  .schools  l)y  North 
Carolina's  religious  leaders.  While  tht> 
Sabbath  might  begin  with  a  special  day 
of  worship  |)rior  lo  the  reopening  of 
schools.  It  is  also  meant  to  encourage 
churches  and  congregations  lo  lake  an 
active,  ongoing  role  from  m(>nloring  stu- 
dents lo  advocacy. 

The  Sabbalh  Day  event  is  not  about 
criticizing  public  schools,  trying  lo  intro- 
duce religion  into  their  classrooms  or 


deining  ihe  contribiilion  made  bv  |)ri- 
\ate  scliools  and  home  schools.  But  it 
recogui/es  that  nine  out  of  10  children, 
on  a\eiage,  attend  |)iil)lic  schools.  "  I  he 
o\ei  whelming  majorily  of  our  children 
are  educated  in  the  public  school  sys- 
tem." said  (George  Beed.  Lxeculive 
Director  of  the  North  (iarolina  Council  of 
(ihiirches.  "By  supporting  this  \  ital  insti- 
tution and  working  on  its  behalf,  faith 
communities  ha\c  the  chance  to  iin|)rove 
the  li\('s  of  young  people  across  the  state. 
By  hel|)ing  our  schools  succeed,  we  help 
our  children  succeed.'' 

I  he  Council's  Committee  on  Public 
Lducalion  has  spearheaded  the  Sal;)bath 
project  lo  draw  attention  lo  the  chal- 
lenges facing  ihe  schools  and  encourage 
|)arlneishi|)s  between  churches  and  edu- 
cators. I  he  commillee  has  put  together  a 
|)acket  of  information  —  including 

NC  Council  continues  on  page  12 


SECOND  CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
114  NELSON  AVENUE 
CHARLOTTE,  NC  28216 

Second  Calvary  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  a  full  tinne  pastor  to  serve 
as  spiritual  leader,  teacher  and  counselor  for  its  congregation. 
Finalist  for  this  position  must  meet  the  following  qualifications 

+  Born-again  licensed,  ordained  Missionary  Baptist  minister  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 

+  BA  Degree  from  an  accredited  institution  of  higher  learning 
+  Senior  Pastor  for  at  least  4-5  years 
+  Administrative  and  Communication  skills 
+  Leadership  experience:  Youth  ministry,  community  service  pro- 
grams, etc. 

+  Willingness  top  affiliate  with  local,  state,  national  Baptist  conven- 
tions and  associations 

+  Present  location  within  5  hours  driving  time  from  Charlotte 
Willingness  to  submit  to  a  police  and  credit  check 

Resumes  for  persons  meeting  these  qualifications  should  be  sent  to 
the  Pulpit  Search  Committee,  Second  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  114 
Nelson  Avenue,  Charlotte,  NC  28216.  Resume  Deadline: 
September  19,  2002. 
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


Portia  lirandon,  M.  Dir.,  Christian 
Education  Coordinator 


THE  SPIRIT  OF  TRUE 
WORSHIP 

By  Portia  Brandon,  M.  Div.,  Christian 
Education  Coordinator 

(Following  is  a  Christian  F^ducation 
exercise  for  youth  through  seniors.  I 
selected  a  theme:  "The  Spirit  of  True 
Worship.  Then  I  selected  several  topics 
and  scriptures.  A  suggested  way  to  use 
this  exercise:  1)  Breakout  your  class  or 
group  into  small  groups  of  3  to  5  per- 
sons. 2)  Give  each  group  a  topic  allow 
them  approximately  15-20  minutes  to 
talk  about  worship  and  to  answer  the 
questions.  3)  Re-assemble  the  groups 
together  and  give  each  sub-group  5-10 
minutes  to  share  their  answers  with  the 
entire  group.  4)  As  the  groups  answer 
the  question  the  facilitator/group  leader 
goes  from  group  to  group  encouraging 
discussion  and  interaction). 

HOW  TO  WORSHIP  GOD 

How  only  can  God  be  iruly  wor- 
shiped? 

"(^od  is  a  Spiril:  and  they  that  worship 
him  must  worship  him  in  spirit  and  in 
trulh."  .lohii  -+:24 

l\o\\  HIT  we  instructed  to  worship 
the  Lord? 

"(;ivc  iiiilo  die  LoitI  the  glory  due  unlo 
his  name:  worship  the  Lord  in  the  beau- 


ty of  holiness.''  Psalm  29:2.  What  atti- 
tude is  indicative  of  a  spirit  of  humility 
and  of  true  reverence  in  worship?  "0 
come,  let  us  worship  and  bow  down;  let 
us  kneel  before  the  Lord  our  maker." 
Psalm  95:6 

VALUE  AND  JOY  OF  PUBLIC  WOR- 
SHIP 

What  were  the  psalmist's  feelings 

concerning  public  worship? 

"I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me.  Let 
us  go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord."  My 
soul  longeth,  yea,  even  faintieth  for  the 
courts  of  the  Lord:  my  heart  and  my 
flesh  crieth  out  for  the  living  (k)d."  "For 
a  day  in  thy  courts  is  better  than  a  thou- 
sand. 1  had  rather  be  a  doorkeeper  in 
the  house  of  my  God,  than  to  dwell  in 
the  tents  of  wickedness."  (Psalms  122:1; 
8-^:2,  10). 

What  admonition  has  Paul  given 
concerning  assembling  for  public 
worship? 

Not  forsaking  the  assembling  of  our- 
selves together,  as  the  manner  of  some 
is;  but  exhorting  one  another:  and  so 
much  the  more,  as  ye  see  the  day 
approaching."  (Hebrews  10:25). 

Does  God  take  account  of  the  asso- 
ciations of  His  people? 

"Then  they  that  feared  the  Lord  spake 
often  one  to  another:  and  the  Lord 
hearkened,  and  heard  it,  and  a  book  of 
remembrance  was  written  before  him  for 
them  that  feared  the  Lord,  and  that 
thought  upon  his  name.  And  they  shall 
be  mine,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  in  that 
day  when  I  make  up  my  jewels  [margin, 
"special  treasure"] :  anci  I  will  spare 
thcfji,  as  a  man  spareth  his  own  son  that 
serveth  him."  (See  Malachi  3:16,  17). 

What  caution  is  given  regarding 
behavior  in  God's  house; 

"Keep  thy  foot  when  thou  goest  to  the 
house  of  (iod,  and  be  more  ready  to 
hear,  than  to  give  the  sacrifice  of  fools: 
for  they  consider  not  that  they  do  evil." 
(Se<'  Fcclesiastes  5:1;  1  l  imo'thy  3:15). 

Are  ofl'erings  an  appropriate  part  of 
divine  worship? 

"(/ivc  unlo  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto 
his  name:  bring  an  olfcriii"'.  and  come 
into  his  coiirls. '  "Vow.  and  [)ay  unlo  the 
Lord  vour  Cod:  let  all  thai  be  round 
ahonl  liiiii  bring  prcs("nls  unlo  him  that 
ouglil  lo  be  feared"  (See  Psalms  96:8; 
76:11). 

GOD'S  APPOINTED  TIME 
The  Spiril  Continued  on  pa^e  15 


A  CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION  MOMENT 

Dr  Jasper  P  Reed,  President,  Congress 
of  Christian  Education 

During  our  last  offering  we  raised  a 
Cjuestion  that  will  act  as  the  emphasis  for 
the  remainder  of  this  series  of  articles. 
The  question,  "Who  Will  Lead,"  refers  to 
the  need  to  plan  for  future  outcomes 
that  will  promote  the  growth  of  the 
(A'lieral  Baptist  State  Convention  and  its 
Auxiliaries.  We  devoted  the  last  article  to 
Cod's  call  of  Abram  (Abraham). 
Included  in  that  call  were  two  impera- 
tives that  are  consistent  as  God  calls 
Leaders  for  His  People.  Because  of  your 
inability  to  avoid  them  you  must  accept 
and  commit  yourself  to  them  if  you  are 
going  to  be  an  effective  disciple  for  God. 

This  month  let  us  focus  on  Moses. 
Remember  God  positioned  the  Israelites 
in  Egypt  so  that  they  could  reach 
numerical  nationhood.  This  was 
achieved  in  light  of  the  Egyptians 
attempt  to  thwart  their  growth.  Turn 
with  me  to  Exodus  1:15-2:10  and 
examine  one  way  in  which  the 
Egyptians  sought  to  control  the  growth 
of  the  Israelites.  For  application  turn  to 
Matthew  Gospel  2:13-18  to  see  how  our 
lives  were  impacted  by  this  type  of 
thinking!  We  should  ever  be  mindful 
that  God's  purposes  were  not  be  thwart- 
ed by  the  efforts  of  man.  God,  through 
Moses,  was  cultivating  a  leader  to  bring 
His  people  out  of  Egypt  to  the  land  of 
promise  where  they  would  become  the 
Nation  of  Israel,  Wlierein  Moses'  leader- 
ship was  earthly  Jesus'  on  the  other 
hand  was  to  establish  a  Spiritual  or 
Heavenly  Kingdom.  Roth  leaders  were 
Commissioned  and  Ordained  by  God. 

Read  the  text  of  Exodus  1 : 15-2: 10  in 
a  (Contemporary  English  Version  of  the 
Bible,  rhere  you  can  relate  to  the  con- 
versational exchange  and  observe  the 
movement  of  the  I  lands  of  (/Ofl  in  the 
lives  of  I  lis  faithful  servants.  Read  how 
Cod  prcsei  ved,  |Drotecle(l.  and  prepaied 
Moses  lor  his  Leadership  role.  Even 
though  Moses  was  raised  in  splendor  he 
hafl  lo  give  up  his  comfort  zone  and  go 
to  the  desert,  to  be  prepared,  to  do 


Dr.  Jasper  P.  Iteed,  President, 
Congre.ss  of  Christian  Education 


God's  Ministry.  There  is  something 
about  a  desert  experience  that  prepares 
us  for  God's  work.  It  was  this  movement 
of  Ciod's  hands  that  demonstrates  Moses 
willingness  to  be  used  as  a  blessing  from 
God.  First,  he  interceded  on  the  side  of 
an  Israelite  in  a  fight  he  considered 
unequal  between  the  Israelite  and  an 
Egyptian.  Secondly,  he  interceded  in  a 
fight  between  two  Israelites,  and  thirdly, 
he  came  to  the  aid  of  the  daughters  of 
Jethro  when  the  shepherds  tried  to  take 
advantage  of  them  at  the  well.  Moses' 
heart  was  right  and  this  is  what  God 
needed  in  order  to  deliver  the  Israelites 
from  Egypt.  Moses  exhibited  both  of  | 
God's  imperatives.  He  was  willing  to  I 
leave  his  comfort  zone  and  to  be  used  aa 
a  blessing  for  some  one  else.  Note  that 
Moses  spent  most  of  his  life  in  the  desert. 
There  God  used  him  in  a  mighty  way. 
We  as  Christian  Educators  should  pre- 
pare for  a  life  in  the  desert. 

The  Angel  of  the  Lord  called  Moses 
while  he  was  in  the  desert  out  near 
Mount  1  loreb.  This  call  can  be  divide 
into  five  parts.  It  was  easier  for  Moses  to 
understand  the  call  in  parts  than  to 
attempt  to  decipher  the  whole.  How 
sim|)le  our  lives  would  be  if  we  waited 
for  Cod  to  explain  the  |)arts  of  His  call 
on  our  lives  rather  than  take  what  we  | 
supposed  He  said  on  act  upon  it.  The 

Christian  Ed.  continued  on  page  15 
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HEALTH  AND  FITNESS 


Healins  Our  Hurts  John  5:1-9 


Dr.  Anild  P.  Holmes  lii  cciilirc 
Director  Office  of  lleallh  and 
Human  Services 

By  Rev.  Coriiolius  Moore, 
Cliairperson  Health  and  Human 
memoes  Advisory  Committee  Pastor, 
Saint  James  Baptist  Church,  Rocky 

Mount,  NC 
iermoii  preseided  at  llw  Faith  and  llcallli 
\dvocale.s  Training,  June  I.  2002,  funded 
hron^h  tlie  Kate  li.  Iteynolds  Vharilatde 
Vrnsl  SELF  iniprorenieiit  Program. 

( )\  er  the  past  three  decades,  there 
lave  been  numerous  changes  In  me  social 
)rder.  Having  been  born  In  the  south  on 
I  clay  hill  in  North  Carolina,  the  youngest 
)f  eight  siblings,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  most 
d'ncan-Americans  were  engaged  In  agri- 
ultmal-  production  and  extractive 
ndiistries.  1  leaitii  care  services,  educa- 


iKiii  iiiid  olhci'  uppoiliiiiilic.s  wriv  iiillii- 
ciicrd  l)\  ;i  pallcni  ol  racial  ^r|)iiralion 
llial  pcniicaLi'd  iiiucli  ol  die  social  i(>alil\ 
lor  holli  races 

\liicaii- AiMi'iicaiis  (■(mipiisc  oiih  I2"'(i 
ol  di<'  LiS  population.  I  lowcver.  our  rales 
ol  poor  lieallh.  disahililN,  disease,  and 
preiiialiiie  dcalli  are  iniicli  grealer  dian 
diose  ol  odier  groups  in  lite  po|)ulation. 
One  ol  die  most  disturhiiig  comments 
that  1  hear  most  often  In  this  2lsl  centu- 
ry Is  "KcNcrend.  people  are  (King  and 
going  to  licll  ever\(lav  and  you  want  to 
take  the  time  to  talk  about  good  health 
practices?  You  need  to  be  telling  folk  how 
to  get  saved,  riiere  ain't  no  time  for  that 
stuff."' 

My  spirit  is  compelling  me  to  throw 
this  in  parenthetically.  My  mother  used  to 
say  to  me  "Son,  you  must  learn  to  deal 
with  the  conjunctions  in  life  "and  until 
you  learn  that  lesson  you  will  always  be 
struggling.  So  here  is  my  conjunction 
"but"  Psalm  103:2-5  says  "Bless  the 
Ijord,  0  my  soul.  and.  forget  not  all  his 
benents....who  forgiveth  all  thine 
Iniquides;  who  healeth  all  fhy  diseases; 
who  redeemeth  thy  life  from  destruction; 
who  crowneth  thee  with  loving  kindness 
and  tender  mercies;  who  satislieth  thy 

Healing  continues  on  page  15 


"Highlights  of  the  Physical  Activity  Module" 
GBSC  Faith  and  Health  Advocates  Training 


By  Charolette  H.  Leach,  M.S. 

iVliat  is  physical  activity  and  why  is 
t  important? 

'hysical  activity  is  any  bodily  movement 
iroduced  by  skeletal  muscles  (i.e.  volun- 
ary  muscles  that  result  in  the  use  of  ener- 
gy) and  includes  a  broad  range  of  occu- 
lational,  leisure  time,  and  routine  daily 
icli\  ities.  Physical  aclivilv  iticktdcs  tasks 
mr/i  us  gardening,  shoveling  snotr.  and 
mshing  windows. 

Iv\ercise  is  movement  that  is  planned 
imd  structured  and  that  causes  physical 
inovement.  Sports  sifch  as  haskelhalL 


football,  and  swimming  are  exercise. 
Physical  movement  such  as  walking.  Jog- 
ging, and  aerobics  is  also  considered  exer- 
cise. 

.411  exercise  is  considered  physical 
activity,  but  all  physical  activity  is  not 
considered  exercise.  Physical  activity  is 
important  because; 

-  It  improves  overall  health  and  well- 
being 

-  Hesearch  lias  shown  that  it  lowers  the 
risk  of  deyeloping  heart  disease.  Type  II 
diabetes,  high  blood  pressure,  and  colon 
cancer 

-  It  helps  us  to  live  longer 

lb  incorporate  physical  activity  into  ones 


Name  of  Church 
Church  Address_ 
Church  Tel.  No. 


Church  Fax.  No.  (If  applicable)_ 
GBSC  Association 


Name  of  Health  Ministry_ 


Chairperson  or  Leader(s)  of  Health  Ministry  

Current  Health  Programs  (Attach  additional  sheet  if  needed): 


Name  of  Program 


Brief  Description 


What  do  you  believe  are  the  congregation's  five  most  significant  health  prob- 
lems (Please  list  in  order  of  importance)? 
1 


AdditionalComments: 


Name  of  person  Completing  Form 
Address: 


Telephone  Number: 
E-mail  Address: 


Fax  Number: 


Date  Form  Completed 


life  requires  deliberate  |)lanning 

Why  is  physical  activity  important 

for  the  (Christian? 

-  All  ( Christians  are  called  to  a  marvelous 
work  of  ser\  ice  for  (iod 

(Mark  10:  -t;i-t5). 

-  Christians  must  be  good  stewards  of 
all  that  Cod  has  blessed  us  with,  includ- 


ing our  health  (ICor  -t:  1-2.) 

-    Because  of  the  power  that  we  have 

available   through    the    I  loly  Chost. 

Christians  should   be  the  Healthiest 

People  in  the  World  (Acts  L 8). 

Wliat  ahout  physical  activity  and  the 

African  American  Comnumity? 

Ilighlighl.s  continued  on  page  19 
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A  Good  No-Call: .       ^  , 
Let  consumers  have  their  privacy  back 

By  Attorney  General  Roy  Cooper 

Telemarketers'  sales  pitches  are  all  too  familiar  to  most  of  us.  They  call  to  convince  us 
that  now  would  be  the  perfect  time  to  order  replacement  windows  for  our  home.  They 
promise  us  incredible  savings  on  our  monthly  phone  bill  if  we  sign  up  today  with  their 
long  distance  plan.  They  tell  us  that  we  may  be  eligible  for  super  low  interest  rates  if  we 
switch  to  their  credit  card. 

With  a  statewide  No-Call  Registry. in  place,  consumers  would  get  to  choose  whether  or 
not  to  receive  telemarketing  calls.  Those  who  want  to  receive  calls  from  telemarketers 
wouldn't  sign  up  with  the  registiy  But  those  of  us  who  want  to  stop  telemarketers  from 
calling  would  simply  register  our  name  and  telephone  number.  While  non-profit  organiza- 
tiohs  would  still  be  able  to  call,  all  other  telemarketers  would  be  required  to  respect  our 
privacy  and  remove  us  from  company  call  lists. 

While  there  are  plenty  of  legitimate,  law-abiding  telemarketers  out  there,  my  office  also 
gets  many  complaints  about  telemarketers  who  are  calling  to  con  consumers.  According 
to  the  Federal  Trade  Commission,  fraudulent  telemarketers  scam  unsuspecting  U.S.  con- 
sumers for  as  much  as  $40  billion  a  year.  Some  of  the  most  common  and  successful  tele- 
marketing schemes  claim  to  sell  international  lottery  tickets,  advance  fee  loans,  and  credit 
card  or  identity  theft  protection.  Fraudulent  telemarketers  try  to  convince  consumers  that 
they  have  won  a  large  prize  but  must  pay  taxes,  customs  duties,  shipping  or  other  fees  up 
front. 

A  North  Carolina  No-Call  registry  would  cut  down  on  these  scams  by  giving  con- 
sumers another  way  to  protect  themselves.  The  new  law  that  1  have  proposed  would 
require  that  telemarketers  send  a  written  contract  to  consumers  who  have  purchased  serv- 
ices over  the  telephone.  That  will  eliminate  bad  deals,  and  the  quicker  you  catch  on  to  a 
scam,  the  safer  your  hard-earned  money  and  the  less  likely  you  are  to  become  a  victim. 

I  hope  that  state  lawmakers  will  act  quickly  to  establish  a  No-Call  registry  here  in 
North  Carolina.  In  the  meantime,  there  are  a  few  steps  you  can  take  to  cut  down  on  tele- 
marketing calls.  When  a  telemarketer  calls  and  asks  you  to  buy  their  products,  ask  them 
to  place  you  on  their  No-Call  list.  Federal  and  state  laws  require  companies  to  maintain  a 
record  of  your  request.  If  that  company  calls  you  again  within  1 2  months  of  placing  you 
on  their  list,  let  my  Consumer  Protection  Division  know  about  it. 

Attorney  General  Roy  Cooper  and  his  staff  want  to  help  North  Carolinians  protect  their 
privacy  and  their  money.  We  are  here  to  be  of  service  when  you  need  us,  but  through  con- 
sumer education  efforts  like  these  columns  we  hope  to  help  consumers  avoid  problems 
from  the  start.  (919)716-0044,  PO  Box  629,  Raleigh,  NC  27602-0629 


Laymen  H  conluiiied  from  /xi^e  9 

participants  and  tlieir  ad\  isors. 

I^YTVIEN  STUDY 
COMMISSION  MEETING 

I  he  Slate  Laymen's  l^eague  lield  its 
Quaitciiv  Stuflv  (Commission  Meeting  on 
Salurday.  .lune  8,  2(/()2.  'I1ie  meeting 
was  held  at  the  (Genesis  Baptist  (Ihiiich  of 
(weensl)()ro.  North  (-an)lina  where  Dr. 
C/regoi  N  I  leaden  serves  as  pastor. 

President  .Jarvis  Morgan  conducted  an 
K.\e(iili\e  (Committee  Meeting  al  9:00 
am  and  the  regular  session  started  at 
10:00  am.  The  regular  session  was  con- 
ducted by  First  Vice  President  John 
Gladden.  Following  the  devotion  by  the 
host  Laymen  and  the  welcome  by 
Brother  Richard  Holt,  we  had  greetings 
from  President  Morgan  and  Dr  (.regory 
I  leaden,  pastor  of  Genesis  Baptist 
Church. 

The  Christian  Education  session  was 
conducted  by  Dr  Gregory  Headen  in  the 
absence  of  Vice  President  Theodore 
David.  The  subject  for  the  session  was 
"Pastor's  Reflection  -  What  Men  Can  do 
to  Make  the  Word  Become  Flesh". 

Mr  Samuel  !>.  Green  of  Raleigh  con- 
ducted the  Study  (jommission  Workshop 
for  (Chairman  Dallas  Foster  Mr  Green 
conducted  the  workshop  on  the  topic: 
"Faith  in  Action".  He  gave  examples  of 
Faith  in  Action  in  the  Old  Testament  and 
the  New  Testament.  He  discussed  how 
faith  comes  and  how  faith  results  in  good 
works. 

A  business  session  was  held  following 
the  workshop.  We  had  reports  from 
President  .Jarvis  Morgan,  the  youth 
department  by  Vice  President  (Gregory 
(Gabriel  and  the  Field  Worker's  report  by 
Romas  Hales.  During  the  business  ses- 
sion it  was  announced  about  the  resigna- 
tion of  the  Laymen's  League  Meld  Worker 
Romas  L.  Hales  effective  July  .'iL  2002. 

M'misler\s  coiiUmml  from  pa^c  9 

Combining  scholarly  thinking  with  person- 
al examples  and  insights,  this  book  offers 
exercises  to  help  both  recent  seminary  gradu- 
ates and  seasoned  pastors  identify  skills  that 
need  improvement,  then  strengthen  them  at 
their  own  pace,  in  whatever  order  they  feel  is 
best.  The  result  is  preaching  that  lives  up  to 
your  potential. 

The  chapters  of  the  book  are  as  follows: 


I  hanks  to  the  Laymen  and  members  of 
Genesis  Baptist  Church  for  hosting  the 
meeting  and  providing  a  wonderful  meal. 

LAYMEN'S  52nd  ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 

We  hope  vou  have  comijleted  vonr  plans 
to  attend  the  State  Lav  inen\  32nd 
Annual  ( ionvcntion  on  Julv  1  •")-!().  2002. 
I  he  host  church  will  be  Martin  Street 
Baptist  Church,  located  at  1001  East 
Martin  Street,  Raleigh  NC  27601.  Dr 
Charles  Bullock  is  the  host  pastor 

The  convention  will  start  on  Monday, 
July  15.  2002  with  registration  starting  at 
8:00  am.  The  Laymen  Executive 
Committee  Meeting  will  be  held  at  9:00 
am  and  the  convention  will  be  called  to 
order  at  10:00  am.  We  will  have  a  Bible 
Study  and  Health  Workshop  that  we 
know  will  be  interesting  to  you. 

The  Laymen's  Annual  Banquet  will  be 
held  on  Monday  at  5:00  pm  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall  of  the  church,  the  price  of 
the  tickets  are  $20.00  each. 

On  Monday  night  starting  at  7:30  pm  the 
youth  program  will  be  held.  Brother 
Gregory  (Gabriel  will  be  presiding.  Please 
attend  and  give  the  youth  your  support. 

There  will  be  a  Laymen  Fellowship 
Breakfast  on  Tuesday  morning  at  7:00 
am.  The  breakfast  will  be  held  at  the 
church.  President  Morgan  will  give  his 
annual  address  on  liiesday  morning. 
The  session  will  end  at  12:00  noon  fol- 
lowing the  closing  sermon.  We  are  asking 
all  members  of  the  convention  for  your 
support  to  make  this  a  successful  session. 


Strengthening  Preparation  Skills 
Getting  the  Text  in  View 
Seeing  What  Is  There 
Asking  the  Right  Questions 
Naming  the  Textual  Idea 
Touching  Human  Needs 
Bridging  from  Text  to  Sermon 
Writing  Sermon  Divisions 
Planning  Sermon  Design 
Developing  Sermon  ideas 
Exploring  Natural  Analogies 


Drawing  Pictures,  Telling  Stories 
Preaching  for  Faith 
Planning  for  Better  Preaching 

Ingenious  yet  basic,  this  book  is  fiill 
of  the  information  needed  to  give  any  minis- 
ter a  boost  in  his/her  own  sermon  develop- 
ment. Keep  this  valuable  resource  under  your 
arm  as  you  get  ready  to  grow. 


NC  Council  continued  from  pa^e  9 

everything  from  ideas  for  sermons  to 
examples  of  successful  school-church 
partnerships  —  which  is  available  on 
the  Council's  web  site  (www.nccoun- 
cilofchurches.org) . 

(     (l(<     i  ;  '    'J?  Oj  (fJi-i'l  I  I  (\  ■   I  ■ 
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AUXILIARY  NEWS 


ELECTION  PROTOCOL  FOR  2002  GBSC,  INC  AUXILIARY  UNITY  SESSION 


2002 

CHURCH  VOTING  ELECTION  FEE  REQUIREMENTS 
CONGRESS  &  USHERS 

CHURCH  REPRESENTATION  FEE  OF  $200.00 

EACH  CHURCH  SHALL  PAY  REGISTRATION  FEE 

BASED  ON  POPULATION  OF  CHURCH  -  PLEASE  SEE  GBSC 

CONSTITUTION  -  ARTICLE  X  . 

VOTING  MESSENGERS  ARE  DETERMINED  BY  GBSC  CONSTI 

TUTION  ARTICLE  X. 

EXAMPLE: 

CHURCH  REPRESENTATION  FEE  $200.00 
CHURCH  VOTING  REGISTRATION  FEE  35.00 
(BASED  ON  CHURCH  POPULATION  -  ARTICLE  X) 

church  fee  of  $35.00  entitles  church  to  3  voting  messengers 
TOTAL  CHURCH  COST  TO  VOTE  235.00 

ALL  VOTING  MESSENGERS  WILL  RECEIVE  A  VOTING  BADGE 
AND  KIT 


DEADLINE  FOR  RECEIPT  OF  GBSC  CONGRESS  AND  USHERS 
ELECTION  FORMS  TO  GBSC  HEADQUARTERS  -  JUNE  24.  2002 

*  All  non-voting  messengers  shall  pay  $10.00  registration  fee. 


you  are  seeking  an  Officer  of  the  Congress  please  write  a  letter  stating  your 
tent  to  run  for  the  specific  position  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Congress  Election 
ominating  Committee,  Dr.  David  Forbes.  Mail  your  letter  to  GBSC 
eadquarters  on  or  before  July  1,  2002. 

you  are  seeking  an  Officer  of  the  Usher's  Convention  please  write  a  letter  stat- 
g  your  intent  to  run  for  the  specific  position  to  The  Usher's  Election 
ominating  Committee.  Mail  to  GBSC  Headquarters  on  or  before  July  1,  2002. 

Baptist  Headquarters 
603  South  Wilmington  Street 
Raleigh,  NC  27601-2338 
800-639-GBSC  -  919-821-7466  -  919-836-0061  FAX 
alogan@gbsc.org 

LAYMEN'S  LEAGUE:  JULY  15.  2002 

uring  the  business  session  of  the  Laymen's  League  Session,  July  15,  2002  the 
jminating  committee  will  present  Officers  to  the  body.  The  Laymen 
Messengers"  will  vote  on  the  nominating  committee  report. 

THE  CONGRESS  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION:  JULY  16-18.  2002 

he  election  of  all  Officers  for  the  Congress  of  Christian  Education  of  the  GBSC 
ill  take  place  at  Martin  Street  Baptist  Church  in  Raleigh,  NC,  July  1 7,  2002. 
he  procedures  are  as  follows, 

e  present  at  Martin  Street  Baptist  Church,  on  Tuesday  July  16,  2002  at  2:30 
M  to  certify  your  candidacy.  This  process  will  enable  the  Congress  and  GBSC 
lection  Committees  to  make  a  Ballot  to  be  used  during  the  election  process.  On 
Wednesday  July  17,  2002  from  1 1 :30  AM  to  12:30  PM  Candidates  will  be  allot- 
d  time  to  make  remarks  before  the  session. 

hurches  shall  represent  and  enroll  before  their  Messengers  can  vote.  Each 
3ter  must  have  a  Badge  in  order  to  enter  the  voting  area. 

oting  will  take  place  in  a  designated  area,  at  Martin  Street  Baptist  Church  on 
/ednesday,  July  17,  2002:  Beginning  at  2  PM  Only  certified  voters  will  be  per- 
litted  to  cast  ballots. 

he  Election  Committee  will  notify  us  during  our  Wednesday  night  program 
hether  or  not  run-offs  are  necessary.  If  there  be  any  we  will  Cast  Ballots, 
hursday  Morning,  9  AM  to  10  AM  July  18,  2002.  The  Committee  will  prepare 
)  introduce  the  new  Officers. 

.t  or  about  12  Noon  on  Thursday  July  18,  2002  the  new  Slate  of  Officers  to 
irve  The  Congress  of  Christian  Education  until  2006  will  be  introduced, 
istalled  and  charged  during  worship. 

THE  USHER'S  CONVENTION  JULY  19-20.  2002 

he  election  of  all  Officers  for  the  Usher's  Convention  of  the  General  Baptist 
tate  Convention  will  be  held  at  Martin  Street  Baptist  Church  in  Raleigh,  NC, 
jly  20  2002.  The  procedures  are  as  follows, 

le  present  at  Martin  Street  Baptist  Church,  on  Friday,  July  19  2002  at  2:00  PM 
)  certify  your  candidacy.  This  process  will  enable  the  Usher's  and  GBSC 
iiection  Committees  to  make  a  Ballot  to  be  used  during  the  election  process.  On 


Friday  July  19,  2002  from  7:00  PM  to  7:30  PM  Candidates  will  be  allowed  to 
maker  statements  before  the  body. 

Churches  shall  represent  and  enroll  before  their  Messengers  can  vote.  Each 
voter  must  have  a  Badge  in  order  to  enter  the  voting  area. 

Voting  will  take  place  in  a  designated  area,  at  Martin  Street  Baptist  Church  on 
Saturday,  July  20,  2002:  Beginning  at  10  AM.  Only  certified  voters  will  be  per- 
mitted to  cast  ballots. 

The  Election  Committee  will  notify  us  of  results  at  12  Noon.  The  new  officers 
will  be  introduced  and  installed  at  that  time. 


CHURCH  INSURANCE 


A  Guide  One  Insurance  Group 


(D  CNBC 

THE  CONGRESS  OF 
NATIONAL  BLACK  CHURCHES,  INC 

Sponsor  ol  lllu  Clnircli  InsuraiRf  I'rogriiin 


For  more  than  30  years,  we've  speacial- 
ized  in  Church  Insurance.  We  offer  you 
comprehensive  coverage,  from  Church 

Property,  to  Day  Care  Liability. 
CHLRCH  HOME  LIFE  ALTO 

For  more  information  on  how  your  church  can 
participate  in  our  church  group  program  con- 
tact: 

ROXANNE  TAYLOR,  PRESIDENT 


CHURCH  INSURANCE  PARTNERSHIP  AGENCY,  INC 

1-800-438-8010 

A  MEMBER  OF  THE  GtlDE  ONE  INSURANCE  GROUP 
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The  S/jin'l  (  onliniml  from  pa^v  10 

W  hat  day  has  GcmI  specially 
designed  for  public  worship? 

'The  seventh  day  is  the  sabbalh  of  rest, 
an  holy  convocation."  Leviticus  23:3. 

How  has  God  commanded  us  to 
keep  this  day? 

'"Remember  the  sabbalh  day,  to  keep  it 
holy. . .In  it  thou  shalt  not  do  any  work." 
(See  Exodus  20:8-10;  Isaiah  58:13,  H.) 

Will  there  be  public  worship  in  the 
new  creation? 

"As  the  new  heavens  and  the  new  earth, 
which  I  will  make,  shall  remain  before 
me  saith  the  Lord,  so  shall  your  seed 
and  your  name  remain.  And  it  shall 
come  to  pass,  that  from  one  new  moon 
to  another,  and  from  one  sabbath  to  an- 
other, shall  all  flesh  come  to  worship 
before  me,  saith  the  Lord."  See  Isaiah 
66:22,  23).     .  .the  new  heavens  and 
the  new  earth,  which  I  will  make,  shall 
remain  before  me  saith  the  Lord,  so 
shall  your^eed  and  your  name  remain. 
.\nd  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  from  one 
new  moon  to  another,  and  from  one  sab- 
bath to  another,  shall  all  flesh  come  to 
worship  before  me,  saith  the  Lord."  (See 
Isaiah  66:22,  23). 


Healing  Cont.  from  lop  of  page  15 

Ghurches  are  not  built  for  the  sake  of 
the  building,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  both  in,  but  especially  outside  of 
the  church,  that  they  might  be  brought 
close  to  the  pool  and  that  they  may  be 
healed  from  their  sickness  and  cleansed 
from  th(-ir  guilt.  People  need  to  kjiow  that 
there  is  life  In  the  pool... that  there  is 
mercy  in  God  and  that  there  Is  a  full 
fountain  of  healing  springing  up  in  dry 


llcdl'mg  Vonlimicd  from  page  1 1 

mouth  with  good  llimgs  (such  as  food); 
so  that  thy  youth  Is  lenewed  like  the 
eagles'. 

Now  let's  look  at  that  text.  It  talks 
about  an  odd  shaped  pool  that  is  a  little 
north  of  the  temple  In  Jerusalem  sur- 
rounded by  five  porches  called  Bethesda, 
where  crowds  of  sick  people  lay  waiting 
for  the  troubling  of  the  water.  Watch 
this — notice  there  was  no  equipment,  no 
doctors,  no  nurses,  no  staff,  and  no  med- 
icine. Just  a  complex  of  five  porches 
called  Bethesda.  The  pool  was  known  to 
have  healing  powers  at  certain  times. 
That  is  why  the  five  porches  are  called 
Bethesda.  Bethesda  means  "house  of 
mercy"  or  "house  of  healing."  It  is  a  good 
name  for  the  place  situated  around  the 
pool.  The  people  were  waiting  around  the 
pool  because  they  had  been  told  that 
when  the  water  was  troubled,  the  first  to 
jump  in  the  pool  after  the  troubling  of  the 
water  was  to  be  healed  of  whatever  dis- 
ease he  or  she  had. 


deserts  of  despair.  The  world  needs  to 
know  that  disabilities  can  be  transcend- 
ed... deficiencies  can  be  transformed  and 
disadvantages  can  be  overcome  by  the 
power  of  God.  (Churches  are  built  in  order 
to  proclaim  this  hope.  Notice  also  that  the 
porches  were  only  valuable  because  they 
led  to  the  pool.  The  porches  were  not 
good  to  anyone  unless  that  person  went 
beyond  the  porch  and  got  into  the  pool. 
Healing  conlimies  on  page  IS 


Let  me  back  u|)  and  make  il  plain. 
Kcincnibcr.  llicic  wcic  no  nurses,  no  slaff. 
and  no  doctors.  Iliere  are  some  things  we 
can  do  to  improve  our  health  condition 
without  the  aid  of  others.  Notice  the 
mode  of  transportation  that  Jesus  exer- 
cised most  of  the  time.  You  got  it  right,  he 
walked.  So  why  not  walk  a  mile  or  two  or 
maybe  even  three!  When  I  was  growing 
up  and  learning  to  play  the  guitar,  one  of 
the  first  country  songs  that  I  learned  says 
"walk  a  mile,  cry  a  smile  for  my  mommy 
and  daddy...  I  want  them  to  know  that  I 
love  them  so" 

So  why  not  exercise  that  heart  muscle 
by  walking  a  mile,  and  if  it  hurts,  cry  a 
smile,  because  God  loves  you  and  desires 
that  you  have  an  abundant  life.  You  do 
not  need  a  staff  of  nurses  or  doctors  to 
change  your  eating  habits.  In  I 
Corinthians  9:27  the  apostle  Paul  said,  "I 
buffet  my  body  and  make  it  my  slave" 
(NASB).  Now  let's  face  it.  The  word 
"buffet"  In  this  passage  Isn't  pronounced, 
"buf-fay",  and  Paul  Isn't  telling  us  to  eat 
a  table  full  of  delicacies.  Sorry — he's 
advising  us  to  discipline  our  bodies.  In 
this  text  John  shows  us  God's  work  and 
our  work  side  by  side. 

If  healing  is  to  come  forth,  God  must 
work,  but  we  must  work.  too.  C/od"s 
work  does  not  displace  our  work,  but  It 
makes  our  work  both  possible  and  neces- 
sary. An  old  revivalist.  Rev.  WE.  Beamon 
once  said.  "There  is  no  need  of  praying 
and  asking  God  to  come  down  fiom 
heaven  to  make  him  a  pan  of  biscuits 
because  Me  was  not  gonna  do  that.  But 
he,  thanked  the  Lord  for  sending  an  old 
lady  by  his  house  with  a  pan  of  biscuits." 

(k)d  has  given  us  knowledge,  strength, 
wisdom  and  some  power  to  do  some 
things  for  ourselves.  Diabetes.  canc<'r.  and 
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lieai  t  disease  can  be  picwiilcd  or  conifili- 
calioiis  reduced.  Ihese  lliree  piin(i|»|es 
are  found  (o  be  true: 
Eat  the  things  (jod  created  for  food,  and 
avoid  everything  else.  Eat  the  things  cre- 
ated foi'  food  before  they  are  changed  into 
nutrient  deficient  toxic  products. 
Avoid  addiction. 

Isaiah  -t8:  11,18  says  I  am  the  Lord 
your  (»od  who  teaches  you  what  is  best 
for  you,  who  directs  you  In  the  way  you 
should  go.  If  only  you  had  paid  attention 
to  my  commands,  your  peace  would  have 
been  like  a  river,  your  righteousness  like 
the  waves  of  the  sea." 

Look  at  the  text  again.  We  do  not 
know  who  or  what  construction  company 
built  these  porches  at  Bethesda.  But  we 
do  know  that  there  is  a  picture  of  the 
cooperation  that  exists  between  God  and 
us.  God  opens  up  a  pool  of  healing,  but 
we  must  build  the  porches  around  the 
pool.  God  provides  the  healing  but  we 
must  provide  the  supportive  services  of 
hospitals  and  clinics  and  foster  careers  In 
nursing  and  medicine.  Cod  opens  up 
fountains  of  spiritual  healing  but  we  must 
build  the  churches  around  the  experience 
and  make  available  to  others  the  good 
news  of  salvation  and  the  possibility  of 
new  creations  and  moral  energy  to 
change  the  world. 

God  reveals  both  truth  and  wisdom. 
God  scoops  up  the  pool  of  opportunity, 
but  we  must  build  up  the  5  porches  of 
human  responsibility  and  those  porches 
are  faith,  hope,  love,  wisdom,  and  work! 
\es.  (ahI  digs  the  pools  but  we  must  build 
the  porches.  Notice  if  you  will,  the  pur- 
pose of  the  porches,  fhe  porches  were 
built  in  order  to  help  people  come  close  to 
the  pool.  The  healing  power  was  not 
fouiifl  in  the  porches,  but  m  the  pool. 


BookMe 


327  Haywood  Rd.  Ashville,  NC  28806  .  704-0804 


An  African-American  Book  Store  

Every  Sunday  Bulletin  Service  (Warner  Press) 

You  only  have  to  order  to  receive  bulletins  regularly  at  low  cost  of  only  $4.20  per  100  bul- 
letins, postpaid.  You  save  $5.80  per  100  bulletins  based  on  counterpiece  of  10  cents  each. 
Let  us  send  information  on  how  you  can  start  saving  money  on  your  bulletins!  Cut  this  ad 
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I 
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Christian  Ed.  conlinued  from  page  10  — Quiz  A  Desert  Experience 
First  part  of  the  call  was  a  set  of  circum- 


stances designed  to  get  Moses'  attention, 
read  Exodus  3:1-3.  The  Second  part 
was  to  confront  him  so  that  he  could  be 
introduced  to  God,  read  e.xodus  3:4-10. 
The  Third  part  was  designed  to  disarm 
and  dismay  him  (consternation)  so  that 
his  heart  was  receptive,  read  Exodus 
3:11-15.  The  Fourth  part  was  to  give 
Moses  instructions  concerning  His  mis- 
sion, read  Exodus  3:  15-22.  Finally, 
God  responded  to  Moses'  complaints 
and  fears,  read  Exodus  4:1-17.  (^od 
rea.ssures  us  by  giving  us  the  resources  to 
d(t  His  Kingdom  Work.  He  did  this  for 
Moses  and  I  le  will  do  it  for  us. 

A  Christian  Education  Moment  for 
our  YOUTH  and  Young-at-IIeart  — 


1 .  Who  was  Moses  and  /\aron  talking  to 
in  this  scripture?  Exodus  5:3 

2.  Which  Mountain  did  the  Israelites  visit 
in  the  desert?  Exodus  19:2 

3.  What  was  the  promise  that  (iod  made 
to  the  Israelites  in  this  scripture?  Exodus 
23:31 

4. 1  low  will  God's  chosen  people  get 
water?  Isaiah  -t3:20 

5.  How  will  the  Lord  show  compassion 
to  Jeitisalem?  Isaiah  51:3 

6.  W1io  will  be  told  about  a  desert  wind? 
Jeremiah  4:11-12 

7.  What  was  Jeremiah's  wish?  Jeremiah 
9:2 

8.  Who  was  Luke  describing  in  this 
scripture?  Luke  1:80 
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HIGHLIGHTS  FROM  THE  BAPTIST  MINISTER'S  UNION 


BAPTIST  MINISTERS  UNION 
OFASHEllLLE  &  SURROUNDING  AREAS 


livLEVOAIA  CRAW  PIUJSfDENT 

The  Ml  Christian  Trainiiij;  liistitiile  sponsorerl 
by  llie  Baptist  Ministers  Union  «( i\sheville  and 
Surrounding  Areas.  Dr.  L.  C.  Ray,  President  was 
held  on  Sundav  April  21.  2002  lhiouu;h 
Tliursdav,  April  25,  2002.  I  he  Institute  opened 
with  a  Worship  Service  on  Sunda)'.  April  21. 
2002  at  New  Mount  Olive  Baptist  Clhurih.  Ilie 
speaker  was  Rev.  0.  T.  Tomes,  former  pastor  of 
New  Mount  Olive  Baptist  CJhurc  h.  10  classes 
were  offered  Monday  through  1  hursday  at  Hill 
Street  Baptist  Church  host.  Dr.  N.  M.  Avery, 
Pastor. 

1.  Dr.  6o  Mrs.  .\verv  taught  ministers  &c  Wives 
cliiss. 

2.  Deacons  &  Deaconess  —  Dr  C.  W.  Moslev 
.'5.    Irustees  —  Mrs.  Willie  Vincent. 

-i.  Sunflay  School,  Christian  Education  &  B.  T. 
U.  —  Dr.  John  Grant 

5.   Ushers-  Mrs.  Pauline  Young  &  Mrs.  Roberta 


Anderson 

6.  Music  —  Mrs.  Treavor  Chavis  &  Mr.  William 
Mamilton 

7.  Practical  Guide  througli  (he  Book  of  Romans 
—  Rev.  F.  .johnson 

8.  Youth  —  iXges  4— 7— Mrs.  Vonda  Mills 

9.  Youth  -  Ages  8 — 12-  Mrs.  Gi  Gi  Morton  & 
Ms.  Joyce  Gilmore 

Tecnjigers — .Ages  13-19  Mrs.  Robbie 

Williams  &  Mrs.  Shirley  Brooks 

The  Institute  closed  on  Thursday  night  with 
a  Mini  Gcjncert  by  the  Music  (ilass  and  presenta- 
tions from  each  Youth  Class.  We  were  blest  to 
have  present  with  us  on  Thursday  night,  Dr 
.Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr.,  Executive  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  Oneral  Baptist  State  (Convention 
arifl  Dr  Charles  Y.  Bulloik,  Vice  President  at 
Large  of  the  (jeneral  Baptist  State  Convention. 
Refreshments  were  served  each  night  with  Mrs. 
Dora  Dawkins  in  charge. 


Ministers  lake  a  break  al  the  Baptist  Minister's  Union  of  Asheville 
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MORE  HIGHLIGHTS 


Reguitraton  Table;  (Registrars  I  to  r  Louise  Ray,  Rosa  Roberts, 
Catherine  Whipple,  and  Ren  Hall) 


Sunday  School  &  Christian  Education  Class 


Pastor  Ph.D.  continues  from  page  7 

members  of  his  family  attended  the 
event. 

Jenkins  received  his  Bachelor  of  Ai  ts 
degree  in  English  with  summa  cum 
laude  honors  from  North  (larolina 


Central  University  in  Durham,  his 
Master  of  Arts  in  Education  degree  from 
The  University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Pembroke,  and  his  Master  of  Arts  degree 
in  English  from  UNC(i.  The  title  of 
Jenkins's  216-page  dissertation  was 


CHRISTOPHER  E.  JENKINS  CPA 

Jenkins  Management  Consulting,  P.C. 

Non-Profit  Accounting  &  Management 
Audits  .  Church  Aministration 
Clergy  Tax  &  Financial  Planning 
Tax/Information  Return  Preparation 
Voice  (252)  439-1185  .  FAX  (252)  439-1184 
2024  Mare's  Way,  Greenville,  NC  27858 
e-mail:  jmgmtc@greenville.com 


"Playing  by  the  Rules  and  Losing:  I  he 
Merit  Myth  in  Selected  African  American 
Fiction."  In  it,  he  used  six  literary  char- 
acters from  the  works  of  Charles  Waddell 
(]hesnutl,  Walter  l^ancis  Wliite,  .\nn 
Petry,  and  Ralph  Waldo  Ellison  to  argue 


that  race,  class,  and  gender — despite 
individual  merit — often  hamper  people 
in  their  pursuit  of  the  American  dream. 
Or  Sally  Ann  H.  Ferguson  directed  the 
dissertation. 

Pastor  PhD  continues  on  page  29 


MAKE  TREMENDOUS  PROFITS  BY  SPONSORING  POSITIVE  BLACK  IMAGE  i 
FUNDRAISERS  OR  SELLING  BLACK  ART  RETAIL! ! 


FBI  Ans  h  ints  Uv  Superb  For   Churches  &  Religious  Organizations  ,  Buikluv^  I  u.uh   hhu  aiional  Funds   Church. Boar JlUsha:  Dvac'>,r.  Choi. 
Other  Special  Pmjecls  or  Events  ■  Individuals   Small  Business  Start-up  ll Inmc-hoscil,  Vendors,  etc.)  Parr-time  Business  ■  Extra  Income 
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by  Arthello  Beck 
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PUBLISHER'S  NOTES 
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Healing  (  onliiiues  from  pa^e  15 

So  it  IS  with  the  church,  some  folk  are  still 
on  the  porch  and  have  not  gotten  into  the 
pool. 

I  he  church  is  valuable  and  necessaiy 
only  in  so  far  as  it  points  beyond  itself  to 
Jesus  Christ.  Its  buildings  are  worthless 
and  its  doctrines  are  false,  its  teachings 
are  fertile,  its  music  Is  dull,  its  preaching 
is  hallow  and  empty  '"unless"  they  point 
the  way  to  Jesus  Christ.  It  will  do  the 
church  no  good  to  point  to  Its  building, 
budget,  its  bank  account...  the  main 

question  still  remains  Is  Jesus  (Christ 

the  locus  of  its  lifer'  Is  Jesus  C-hrist  the 
center  of  Its  Joy?  is  Jesus  Christ  the  source 
(jf  Its  power?  In  case  you  don  t  know,  let 
me  share  with  you  that  the  effectiveness 
of  what  we  do  is  predicated  on  what  (iod 
is  doing.  Nothing  that  we  do  is  anything 
111  and  of  itself  unless  it  is  of  (iod! 

Bethesda  is  meaningless  without  the 
troubling  of  the  pool.  We  can't  do  any- 
thing without  Cod.  Kven  the  medicine  is 
nothing  unless  (iod  blesses  it.  The  doctor 
is  nothing  unless  (jod  uses  the  doctor. 
I  he  teacher  is  nothing  unless  (jod 
Inspires  the  teacher. .the  church  is  noth- 
ing unless  Cod  visits  the  church. ..the 
preacher  is  nothing  unless  Cod  puts  a 
word  in  the  mouth  of  the  preacher — f)iils 
the  Holy  Chost  In  the  heart  of  the 
preacher— rrpyts  life. .i^i,,t^p, soul  .of  th? 
preacfier  and  puts  fire  in  the  bones  of 


the  preacher.  Jesus  said  "I  am  the  vine 
and  ye  are  the  branches...  as  the  branch 
cannot  bear  fruit  by  itself  unless  it  abides 
in  the  vine,  neither  can  you  unless  you 
abide  in  me. 

Now  figain,  If  you  notice  the  te.xt  there 
are  three  things  that  I  want  to  lift  before 
you.  First,  the  compassionate  question — 
Do  you  want  to  be  whole?  I  his  question 
suggests  that  healing  is  a  choice.  You 
must  first  admit  that  you  are  hurting, 
During  the  past  twcniv  years  of  ministry, 
I  have  concluded  that  some  people  don't 
want  their  hurts  healed.  Some  folk  dont 
want  to  change  anything.  Just  because 
some  folk  show  up  on  Sunday  morning 
does  not  mean  that  they  want  to  be 
healed,  transformed,  or  delivered.  This 
would  mean  that  things  would  have  to 
change  in  their  daily  walk.  No  longer 
would  you  be  able  to  blame  someone  else 
for  your  infirmities. 

But  sir,  I  have  no  man  to  put  me  in  the 
pool  when  the  water  is  troubled.  But 
while  I  am  coming,  another  steps  down 
into  the  |)ool  before  me.  that's  not  the 
question  that  Jesus  asked  the  man.  It's 
time  for  each  of  us  to  take  full  responsibil- 
ity for  our  health  and  who  we  are  in 
Christ  Jesus.     Secondly,  it's  in  your 

hands  we  must  choose  healing  over 

our  hurts.  Yes,  that  does  mean  added 
.responsibility.  So. I'll,  walk  a  mile, and  if  it 
hurts.  I  walk  another  mile. ..and  if  some- 


one is  looking  at  me  as  my  body  aches,  I'll 
cry  a  smile.  It's  in  your  hands.  If  you  want 
to  be  made  whole,  if  you  want  the  heal- 
ing of  your  hurts  to  take  place  then  start 
with  the  Cod  given  abilities  that  already 
have.  My  daughter  said  to  me  several 
years  ago  when  I  was  sick,  '"Daddy,  you 
have  lived  for  years  eating  anything  that 
you  desired,  now  it's  time  for  you  to  eat 
to  live  because  I  want  to  keep  my  daddy 
as  long  as  I  can." 

Finally,  in  verse  8,  Jesus  said  unto  him. 


"Rise,  take  up  thy  bed  and  walk."  When  ' 
you  choose  healing  over  hurts  there  is  a 
blessed  result.  Notice  that  the  water  had 
to  be  troubled  in  order  to  have  a  healing 
effect.  The  water  could  not  heal  as  long 

as  it  was  still  it  had  to  be  troubled 

In  order  to  bless  and  heal.  Even  though 
you  may  be  troubled  with  some  health 
problems,  don't  give  nip.  Rather  look  up 
and  thank  Cod  for  the  trouble  in  your  life, 
for  new  possibilities  will  spring  up  and 

Healing  conlinued  on  page  19 
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NEW  PASTOR'S  CORNER 


Reverend  Sandra  Holland -Trailer 


WISDOM 

By  Reverend  Sandra  Holland- IVoUcr 
Pastor  /  Shiloh  Femple  of  Faith 
Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina 


lligldighLs  conlinued  from  page  1 1 

Physical  activity  during  leisure  lime  has 
been  measured  in  population  surveys. 
The  following  has  been  found: 

•  About  one-fourth  of  L',  S.  adults,  do 
not  (>ngage  In  any  leisuie-lime  physical 
activity. 

•  More  women  than  men  are  not  physi- 
cally active. 

•  Whites  were  more  physically  active 
than  Blacks,  I  lispanics,  and  persons  cat- 
egorized 

as  "other". 

•  White  men  was  the  one  group  that 
was  most  likely  to  be  active. 

•  Black  women  was  the  one  group  that 
was  most  likely  be  Inactive. 


The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning 
of  wisdom.  Not  the  fear  of  disappoint- 
ment, of  contention,  of  strife;  for  they 
are  not  of  Cod.  The  wisdom  of  the  Lord 
is  exemplified  for  us  in  the  life  of  Jesus. 
I  lave  we  been  disappointed?  Have  our 
wishes,  our  desires  failed  to  be  fulfilled? 
We  are  still  conquerors;  for  in  \\\m  we 
have  strength  and  power  and  might.  Let 
us  remember  "All  things  work  together 
for  good  to  them  that  love  Cod,  to  them 
who  are  called  according  to  I  lis  pur- 
pose."" 

Our  L^ord  taught  that:  If  thy  brother 
smite  thee,  turn  the  other  cheek;  if  he 
lakes  away  thy  coat,  lei  him  have  thy 
cloak  also;  if  he  faces  (hee  to  go  one 
mile,  go  with  him  two.  In  such  teaching 
there  is  wisdom,  for  we  are  not  hindered 
by  the  act,  while  our  biother  is  blessed 
by  being  in  the  presence  of  the  Divine. 
Nothing  except  the  spirit  of  (k)d  w  ithin 
us  loves  our  enemies.  Do  we  say  in  our 
heart,  yes  but  this  was  the  teaching  of 
the  Son  of  (iod,  and  He  had  the  strength 
that  is  not  within  me?  We  have  the 


(•ally  active  than  black  students. 

•  \('liite  females  lend  to  be  more  physi- 
cally active  than  black  females. 

•  For  both  males  and  females,  physical 
activity  decreaserl  with  age. 

Contributors  to  Overall  Health 
Outlook 

Heredity.  Iradilions.  and  Customs  con- 
tribute to  our  Overall  Health  Outlook! 
**Wc  live  what  we  see  and  are  taught.  We 
learn  our  physical  activity  hiil)i(s  from 
our  parents  and  grandparents,  and  then 
pass  them  on  to  our  children 
**We  must  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
become  more  phvsicallv  active  In  order  to 
Preserve  our  health,  all  to  the  (^lory  of 
Cod! 


promise  of  the  Son  "Lo  I  am  with  you 
always''  and  through  Him  greater  works 
shall  we  do.  He  that  giveth  a  cup  of 
water  in  the  name  of  Chiist  loses  not  his 
reward.  It  is  not  wisdom  to  give  it  that 
we  may  be  well  spoken  of,  but  rather 
that  the  glory  of  the  Father  may  be 
made  manifest.  It  is  to  the  glory  of  the 
Father  when  love  prompts  the  activity, 
when  love  prompts  the  desire  to  be  a 
blessing  to  others.  Then,  we  are  co- 
workers with  Him.  This  is  wisdom,  the 
wisdom  that  is  of  Cod. 

Wisdom  is  first  a  matter  of  choice,  of 
will  in  the  light  of  that  which  is  our 
ideal,  and  in  the  manner  in  which  we 
apply  il  in  our  exiM-ncnce  with  others, 
rhe  concept,  the  will,  the  appreciation 
became  a  triune  in  the  experience  of 
each  of  us,  if  however,  in  the  appiecia- 
tion  we  became  selfish,  exalt  the  Prince 
of  Peace,  and  seek  the  glory  of  the 
leather,  we  will  find  ourselves  in  His  con- 
sciousness. "Phis  is  the  true  approach; 
this  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom. 
Knowledge  of  the  fear  of  Cod  is  the 


llunianilarian  Con  I.  from  page  7 

Issues  facing  theii'  countries,''  said  the 
Rev.  McCullough.  "Now  they  are  asking 
us  to  meet  with  their  presidents  to 
strengthen  the  churches'  work  for  peace 
and  human  rights.  '  Added  the  Re\. 
Mc(]ullough,  "We're  watching  Liberia 
with  lioth  anxiety  at  the  worsening  secu- 
rity situation  and  hope  that  a  much- 
anticipated  [jeace  conference  can  take 
place  in  Monrovia  in  July." 

Church  World  Service  is  an  interna- 
tional humanitarian  agency  of  38 
Protestant,  Orthodox  and  Anglican 
denominations  —  comprising  50  million 
U.S.  (Christians  the  member  denomina- 
tions of  the  National  Clouncil  of  Churches 
U.SA. 


to  crush  a  rose  petal  before  it  well  give  up 
sweet  perfume... you've  got  to  agitate  the 
strings  of  a  violin  before  it  brings  forth 
music. 

This  man  in  our  text  said  that  it  was 
only  after  Jesus  stirred  up  the  water, 
stirred  up  my  mind,  stirred  up  my  atti- 
tude ...it  was  only  after  Jesus  stirred,  up 


beginning  of  wisdom.  The  whole  law  is 
to  love  Cod.  With  (>ur  entire  mind,  body, 
soul  and  our  nei^ibor  as^ourselves;  that 
He-the  Father,  in  the  Son  may  be  exalt- 
ed. 

We  should  use  that  wfiich  we  may 
have  in  hand  and  more  will  be  given  to 
meet  our  needs,  whether  they  are  men- 
tal, material  or  spiritual.  Jesus  is  the 
pattern  of  perfection.  We,  as  He,  in  seek- 
ing to  know  the  wisdom  of  the  Father, 
are  brought  to  an  understanding 
through  patience,  long  suffering,  and 
brotherly  love.  The  knowledge  of  Cod, 
the  w  isdom  of  Cod.  applied  in  our  daily 
experi(Mice  bring  strength  and  harmony; 
even  the  turmoil's  of  the  eai  th  —  sor- 
row, shame,  want,  and  degradation  — 
become  worthwhile  experiences,  if  we 
meet  them  in  the  wisdom  of  Cod. 

Where  strife,  turmoil,  self  —  glory  and 
self-exaltation  are  present,  there  is  no 
true  wisdom  of  Cod.  If  we  would  have 
love,  then  we  must  show  love.  If  we 
want  peace,  we  must  be  peaceable.  If 
any  of  you  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of 
Cod,  who  gives  to  all  liberally  and  with- 
out reproach.  We  must  embrace  the  wis- 
dom of  Cod  through  His  word  and 
through  his  works.  The  wisdom  of  Cod 
will  manifest  in  every  situation  and  cir- 
cumstance in  our  lives  if  we  are  open  to 
I  lis  spirit,  voice  and  will.  Cod's  divine 
w  isdom  speaks  daily  as  it  awakens  our 
mind,  spirit,  emotions,  and  temple.  It 
pulls  from  the  very  consciousness  of  our 
thoughts,  actions,  words  and  deeds.  Our 
applications  of  these  truths  should  be 
practicable  in  oui'  everyday  life,  and  not 
merely  tenets  or  sayings  that  pass  away. 
As  we  live  then,  they  become  living, 
enduring  realities.  "Seek  Wisdom."' 


my  behavior,  that  I  received  some  blessed 
results.  So  pick  up  your  bed  and  walk. 
Walk  if  your  health  Is  bad — walk  any- 
how, you'll  get  stronger  Wliere  there  is  a 
will  there  is  a  way.  So  stand  up,  look  up, 

get  up,  stay  up,  keep  up,  pick  u|3  take 

up  your  bed  and  walk,  Jesus  told  the  man 
Hhding  continued  6n  pdge  22 


What  about  youth  and  yc>ung 
adults? 

Physical  inactivity  among  youth  has  also 
been  measured  in  population  surveys. 
The  following  has  been  found  with 
regard  to  youth  ages  12-21  years  of  age: 
•   Physical  activity  is  higher  among 
males  than  females. 


Healing  conlimied  from  IS 

leap  up  horn  tension  and  frustration. 
Healing  comes  out  of  troubled  waters;  it 
uncovers  some  hidden  gifts. ..it  releases 
some  suppressed  songs.  I  lealing  comes 

from  brokenness  salvation  is  niised  up 

out  of  trouble.  You've  got  to  break  a  seed 
•r.  mrltf  Stj4Ufc,Ui^fcoU^  you  can  make  it  grow...you've  got 

....    -ILK.  .......  -    »♦,,,!,  >,,..(! 


•  •111'  't)»t»*«41il 


1 1 

I  »  •  •  •  t  4  « 


Page  Twenty 


Baptist  Informer 


July  2002 


ADOPTION  AND  FOSTER  CARE  NEWS 


A  Message  f rot n  the  Director  of  Church 
Relatiotis! 

'  '   '  as  a 


Attention  all  African-American  Singles 

and  African-American  Couples! 
Bridge  the  gap  to  permanency  tfirough 
Adoption  and  Foster  Care! 
Bv  R('\crcii(l  AndioiKMic  Wiiiilil.  Diicclor 
(»r  ( iluiicli  Hcladons 
(iBS( :  \(l(»|)lioii  and  l  oslcr  (laic 
MinisliN 

I  lie  (;BS(;  A(l()|)li()ii  and  hosier  ( iaic 
\linisli\  shared  in  die  celehralion  ol 
\la\  s  Nadonal  VIoplion  Monlli  l)\  wcl- 
coininu  Dr.  Lari\  Williams.  Presideiil  ol 
I  larvesl  ol  I  lope  I'aniiK  Sei  \  ices 
Nelwork.  Inc.  ol  New  .|erse\.  Dnriiiii  liis 
\  isil.  I)r  Williams  shared  w  ith  iis  his  con- 
cerns rCgardiiiii  die  crisis  dial  we  lace  in 
die  Uniled  Stales  dealing  with  our  chil- 
dren in  the  child  wcK'are  s\s(eni.  I  lie  cri- 
sis IS  iiol  only  in  North  (Carolina.  l)iil  New 
Jorsev  and  all  across  the  stale.  Like  the 
(iBS(  i  Adoption  and  hosier  ( lare  Ministry, 
the  I  larvesl  of  I  lope  hamilv  Services 
Network,  Inc.  is  commilted  lo  makin<i  die 
diCCerence  in  die  life  of  a  child.  I  larvesl  ol' 
I  lope  has  mohili/ed  cliiirch  coninuinities 
ihroufihoiit  New  .jersey  lo  address  the  cri- 
sis. The  churches  in  the  e.xisliiig  network 
eslahlisli  nnrlnring  environments  (or 
bailies  by  reciuilin<i  polenlial  Coster  |)ar- 
cnts,  providing  reli<-l  to  (osier  lainilies 
through  babysilling  services  and  dona- 
tions, and  |)rovi((ing  (acililies  (or  training 
and  s|)ecial  events.  I  larvesl  of  I  l()|)e  cares 
about  the  children  and  is  commilted  to 
do  something  about  it.  North  ('arolina 
needs  your  hel|)!  The  (iiBSC  Adoption 
and  hosier  (lare  Ministry  needs  your 
help!  W\\\  you  make  tlu-  difference  in  the 
life  of  a  child? 

riiere  is  a  story  about  4  |)eo|)le  named 
Kveryl)ody,  S()me()ody,  Anybody  and 
Nofjody.  I  liere  was  an  important  ini.ssion 
to  be  ((one  and  Kyeryl)ody  was  sure 
Somebody  would  do  il.  Anybody  could 
have  done  it,  but  Nol)ody  did  it. 
Somebody  got  angry  l)ecause  il  was 
Kvervbody  s  mission.  Kverybody  thought 
Anvl)o(ly  conl((  (io  it.  but  Nolxxly  realized 
that  Kveryl)ody  wouldn't  do  il.  Il  ended 
lip  that  h.verybody  blamed  Somebody, 
when  Nol)o(ly  did  what  An\bod\  could 
have  done.  In  essence  lliis  story  reminds 
lis  of  our  call  and  mission  from  Cod. 
I^erybody  has  a  mission  honi  (lod.  The 


Lord  has  need  of  xon.  I  le  has  a  |(»l)  that 
I  Ic  wants  each  and  exciA  one  of  us  lo  do. 
Adoption  and  hosier  (iare  is  someone's 
mission.  Ma\be  \<in  are  thinking  like 
inaiiN  people  think  toda\.  that  (lod  can't 
use  \()U.  \()u  are  too  \oiiiig.  \()U  re  loo 
old.  \{)u  don  t  make  enough  mone\.  you 
don't  Li\(>  ill  the  right  kind  of  house;  an\ 
excuse  one  can  lliiiik  of  is  an  excuse  as  lo 
win  \()u  can  I  be  used  by  (iod.  If  (iod 
chose  \()u  to  the  ministr\  of  adoption 
and/or  foster  care;  I  le  will  see  \(»u 
through.  Make  iIk"  (irsl  step;  conlacl  iis  so 
we  can  help  xoii  get  started.  "But  as  it  is 
w  rilteii.  I{\('  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard, 
neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of 
man.  the  things  which  (ahI  hath  pn^- 
pared  for  them  that  lo\e  liim."  (I 
( ioi  inthians  '2.^)) 

Support  this  ministry  by  becoming  an 
adoptnc  parent  or  a  foster  care  parent 
and  Ndliinleer  to  recruit  African-American 
Singles  and  (ioiiples  willing  lo  adopt  or 
(osier  Ahican- American  (lhil((reii.  Wild 
your  hel[).  we  can  make  a  ((iderence  in 
the  life  of  a  child.  Please  contact  me  for 
more  information  on  what  you  can  do  lo 
hrip  make  a  dil(erenc(>  in  a  chiki's  Life. 
You  may  write  me: 

(Reverend  Anthonelle  Wright,  Director  of 
(ihurch  IVIalions 
610  Maywood  Avenue  Suite  A 
lialeigh,  North  Carolina  27609  or 
K-mail  me;  Nwrighlabsc®aol.cpiii  or 
telephone  me;  919-75-t-88()0. 


The  Paige  Highlight 

IninKluces 

Reverend       Allison.  (iBSC  AdopUon  and  hosier  Care  Committee 

(Chairman 
By  Kai'l  Norton. 
(iliSC  Adoption  and  Foster  (]are 
Director  of  I'ublic  Relations 

Scriptnre:  h^xodns  36:1-2  "And 
Bezalel  and  .Vholiab.  and  every  gift- 
ed artisan  in  whom  the  LORD  has 
pnl  wisdom  and  nnderslanding,  to 
know  how  to  do  all  maimer  of  work 
for  the  service  of  the  sanctuary, 
shall  do  according  to  all  that  the 
LORD  has  commanded."  Phen 
Moses  called  Bezalel  and  Aholiah. 
and  ever)  giftetl  artisan  in  whose 
heart  the  LORD  had  put  wisdom, 
everyone  whose  heart  was  stirred, 
to  come  and  do  the  work.  (NKFV) 


The  Ke\creiid  i     Allison.  Paslor  of 
New  I  lope  Missionary  (Baptist  (Ihiirch  in 
(Greensboro.  NL  was  recently  appoinle(( 
the  new  (il3SC  VIoption  and  hosier  (^ire 
Ministry  (]omniillee  chairman,  (n  a 
recent  interview  with  him  I  was  over- 
whediied  of  his  abundance  of  wisdom, 
skid  and  intelligence  concer  ning  adop- 
tion and  (osier  care.  I  le  certainly  has  an 
enormous  task  l)efore  him  of  lea((ing  the 
ministry  lo  a  higher  level  of  recruiting  in 
the  faith  communities  in  the  stale  of 
North  Caro(ina.  With  the  strong  support 
of  the  (iliSC  family  lo  work  along  wilh 
his  leadershi|),  we  will  be  more  success- 
ful in  finding  permanent  homes  for 
Ah  ican  American  chi[dren.  Please  lake 


By  Earl  Horton 
(pictured  above) 
G BSC  Adoption  &  Foster  Care  Ministry  -  Director  of 
Public  Relations 


the  lime  lo  read  the  interview,  (^et  lo 
know,  personally,  the  new  Chairman  of 
the  (iBS(]  Adoption  an((  (  oster  (lare 
Ministry. 

EH:  Paslor  A((ison  how  does  it  ('ee(  lo 
become  the  (GBSC  Adoption  and  hosier 
Care  Commillee  Chairnian'r' 
GA:  Actually,  it's  a  feeling  of  returning 
home  in  a  way  because  (  have  been 
invo[ved  through  (n  iends  of  Black 

Pailie  lli^h/i^iil  Coiil.  on  page  21 


Exclusive  Paige  Highlight 

Take  Care  Of  the  Children,  A  Farewell 


Wriileii  By 
Reverend  Civetido/yii  I  lorioii 

As  one  of  llie  (onn((ers  of  the  (General 
(Baptist  Slate  Convention  of  North 
(Carolina,  Inc.  Adoption  aii((  hosier  Care 
Ministry  it  is  with  ambivalence  that  I 
must  say  good-l)ye.  Kffective  June  28, 
2002,  my  |)()sitioii  with  the  State  of 
North  Car(»liiia  as  (^rogram  Manager  of 
the  Adoption  and  hosier  Care  Kxchange 
has  [)een  rifled. 


It  was  a  rewarding  experience  lo  col- 
lectively work  with  so  many  adoption 
advocates  around  the  state  and  nation 
dial  truly  cared  about  the  placement  of 
children  into  (oving  homes,  hhe  (GBS(] 
VIoption  and  hosier  Care  Ministry  is 
currently  funded  through  June  2002,  I 
anticipate  that  funding  will  be  avai(ab(e 
the  next  state  fiscal  year.  Lveii  though 
my  position  wi((  no  longer  ()e  a  part  of 
ihe  mini.stry  the  need  d)r  the  placement 
of  children  will  not  slop.  I  urge-^adr^  iM\>' 


pastor  lo  look  within  your  congregation 
and  share  the  news  that  we  are  allowing 
our  children  to  grow  up  in  foster  care. 
We  must  quickly  enhance  our  ministry  lo 
identify  c()U|)(es  and  sing(es  both  ina(e 
and  female  that  dare  to  make  a  differ- 
ence in  the  (ife  of  a  child. 

The  late  Or.  Joseph  Paige,  Amc(ia 
Lance  and  (  recogni/ed  ihe  need  in  1998 
Take  Care  Conliimen  oil  page  29 


SEE  PAGE  24  FOR 
INFORMATION  ON 
ADOPTION  KIDS 
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GBSC  2ND  ANNUAL 

CRIME 
&  INCARCERATION 
CONFERENCE 

"  I  I  IE  CI  lURCI  rs  MISSION  IN  11  IK  MIDST  OP  CHIMK  &  INCARCRRAI  ION" 

SEPTEMBER  27  -  28,  2002 
FEDERAL  CORRECTIONAL 

COMPLEX 
BUTNER,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

*************************************************** 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT 
Michael  R.  Smith,  Sr.,  Senior  Chaplain/Pastor 
Office  -  919  575-4541  ext.4300 
Email  mrsmith@bop.gov 
GBSC  Headquarters  -  Attn:  Carol  Smith 
Office  -  800  639-GBSC 
Email  cjsgbsc@aol.com 

^EXPERT  TRAINING* 
^DIALOGUE  WITH  INMATES* 
^WORSHIP  SERVICES  &TOURS* 

"REACHING,  RECONCILING,  RESTORING  BROKEN 

LIVES" 


r 


Paige  Highlight  ami.  from  page  20 

(Children  in  Orange  County  and  Uirough 
''One  (jhurch,  One  (jhild"  project  so  to 
be  granted  an  opportunity  to  retur  n  to 
working  to  find  permanent  homes  for 
children  again  reminds  me  of  coming 
home. 

EH:  What  work  did  you  do  with  Friends 
of  Black  Children? 

GA:  Actually,  I  was  the  founding  chair- 
man of  Friends  of  Black  Children 
Council  in  Northern  Orange  County. 
Also,  I  served  on  the  Friends  of  Black 

•'»»»♦  l!  ♦♦♦>  ■         I  >  »  »  »  ♦  #  ♦  (t  t  *  ■!  >  W 


lies  and  worked  with  Social  Services  to 
find  homes  for  children  who  were  eligible 
for  adoption. 

EH:  Did  you  have  the  support  from  the 
faith  community? 

GA:  We  had  tremendous  support  from 
the  faith  community.  We  also  had  sup- 
port from  the  community  and  civic 
groups. 

EH:  What  interest  do  you  have  in  rela- 
tion to  Adoption  and  Foster  Care? 
GA:  To  find  homes  for  children  who  are 
lingering  in  the  system  in  need  of  good, 
Paige  Highlighl  cont.  on  page  25 


PREACHER'S  HOOPER  SERMON  REPORT  2002 
BLACK  PREACHING  SERMONS 
Dr.  Ricky  R.  Eason  Sr.-  94  Different  Sermons  (20  hrs.  of  research  per  sermon) 


SERMON 

01.  Your  Anchor  Holds  And  Grips  The  Solid 

Rock 

02.  You  Got  The  Right  One  Baby/Doing  The 

Thing  Right 

03.  God  Said  It,  I  Believe  &  That  Settles  It  / 

It  All  Adds  Up 

04.  Burn  Up  Or  Burn  Out  For  God 

05.  Busted  Britches  From  Straddling  The 

Fence 

06.  Dangerous  Minds 

07.  Don't  Even  Think  About  It 

08.  Fired  Up  By  The  Holy  Ghost 

09.  Are  You  Full  Of  The  Stuff 

10.  Let's  Get  On  Board 

11.  God  Picked  Me  To  Be  On  His  Side 

12.  Grace  On  The  Race 

13.  Grow  Up  Or  Blow  Up 

14.  Hang  In  There 

15.  He  Lifted  Me  Up  Out  Of  The  Miry  Clay 

16.  Look  Where  The  Lord  Has  Brought  Me 

From 

17.  If  My  People 

18.  We  Can  Do  It  For  A  New  Day  Has  Come 
19. 1  Know  What  Prayer  Can  Do 

20.  Put  Some  Clothes  On  Child 

21.  A  Right  Thing  In  A  Wrong  Time 

22.  The  Man  Who  Had  Everything  But  The 

Right  Thing 

23.  Soap  For  The  Soul 

24.  Stay  On  The  Lord's  Side 

25.  If  You  Take  One  Step  He'll  Take  Two 

26.  Stepping  In  Your  Own  Mess 

27. 1  Can't  Lose  With  The  Stuff  I  Use 

28.  You  Can't  Touch  This 

29.  Warm  In  A  Cold  Situation 

30.  That's  The  Way  He  Died  But  That's  Not 

The  End  Of  The  Story 

31.  What  You  See  Is  What  You  Get 

32.  What's  Faith  Got  To  Do  With  It 

33.  You  Can't  Make  It  Without  God 

34. 1  Just  Want  To  Say...  "Thank  You  Lord" 

35.  A  Heart  Like  Thine 

36.  Just  A  Closer  Walk  With  Thee 

37.  Give  Me  A  Clean  Heart  So  I  Can  Serve 

You 

38.  What  Ever  The  Problem  God  Has  The 

Answer 

39.  Peace  -  In  The  Midst  Of  My  Storm 
40. 1  Am  On  The  Right  Road,  Now! 

41.  A  Good  Man  In  A  Bad  Situation 

42.  Good  Medicine  For  A  Bad  Ailment 

43.  Stand  Up  And  Testify 

44.  Bad  Boys!  What  You'll  Going  To  Do 

When  He  Comes  For  You 

45.  Angels  Just  Keep  Watching  Over  Me 

46.  Go  Ahead!  Make  My  Day 

47.  A  Trip  To  The  Cross 

48.  Jesus!  Jesus!  Jesus!  He  Is  Somebody's 

Preacher 

49.  On  The  Day  Of  Pentecost 

50.  Jesus  Is  All  That!  And  A  Whole  Lot 

More 

51.  Muddy  Putty  in  The  Potters  Hands 

52.  When  Stress  Controls  You  Jesus  Consoles 
You 

53.  Black  Men  And  Women,  Changing  A 

Generation 
54.1  Am  Black  But  I  Am  Somebody 
55.Staying  Afloat  In  A  Sinking  Boat 


TITLES: 

56.  He  That  Has  A  Friend  Must  Show 
Himself  Friendly 

57.  Victory  Is  Mine 

58.  Occupy  Till  I  Come 

59.  A  Man  On  A  Mission/The  Borrowed  Ax 

60.  Busy  In  God's  Business 

61.  That's  Just  Like  Mama 

62.  He's  Alive  And  1  Am  Glad  About  It 

63.  What  The  World  Needs  Now  Is  Love 

Sweet  Love 
64. 1  Moved  From  My  Old  House  And  My 

Old  Friends 
65. 1  Just  Want  To  Know  Why 

66.  What  Do  You  Do  When  Life  Is  Not  Fair 

67.  Why  Do  Bad  Things  Happen  To  Good 

People 

68.  What  Do  You  Do  When  Your  Brook  Runs 
Dry 

69.  Diagnosis  From  Dr.  Jesus,  Go  And  See 

,  The  Dr. 

70.  Who  Is  This  Man 

71.  What  Would  Jesus  Do 

72.  If  I  Could  But  Touch  The  Hem  Of  His 

Garment 

73.  Come  See  A  Man  Twenty-One  (21)  New 

Sermons 

74.  Wounded  By  The  Ones  You  Love 

75.  How  To  Stand  In  The  Storms  Of  Life 

76.  Don't  Quit 

77.  Speak  To  Me  Lord  Jesus 

78.  Get  Behind  Me  Satan 

79.  Good  Things  Happen  When  Jesus  Shows 

Up 

80.  Where  Are  You?  Adam 

81.  Committed  Because  I  Am  Submitted 

82.  Are  You  A  Disciplined  Disciple 

83.  Answering  God's  Call 

84.  Too  Blessed  To  Be  Stressed 

85.  Thrilled  By  His  Will 

86.  These  Things  Only  Come  By  Prayer  and 

Fasting 

87.  Just  Like  Daddy 

88. 1  Got  Two  Wing  And  The  World  Can't 

Do  Me  No  Harm 
89.  The  Prayer  Of  Jabez 
90. 1  Will  Meet  You  On  The  Other  Side 

91.  Can't  Come  Right  Now,  I  Am  On  Duty 

92.  What  A  Mighty  God  We  Serve 

93.  When  Life  Makes  You  Wonder 

94.  Fighting  Mad 

You  may  order  sermons: 

Make  check  payable  to:  Ricky  Eason 

Prices: 

1.  Individual  sermons  are  2.99  each  -  COD's  Are 
Available 

2.  1  Sermon  Notebook  With  10  Sermons  -  28.95. 
Each  Notebook 

3.  10  Sermons  in  each  notebook  -  Mix  or  makeup 
your  own  notebook  -  By  Mail!  Add  $3.50  Postage 
And  Handling.  Money  Order  or  Cash  -  Two-three 
day  delivery  *Design  your  own  notebook  of  ser- 
mons at  the  same  great  price.  *Have  it  your  way! 
Checks  Accepted! 

4.  For  Revival  Preaching  Appointments  or 
Sermon  order  call: 

Call  First  -  Home  (864)  576-4961 

2nd  Business  (864)  576-3747 
E-mail  address:  rickyl39@bellsouth.net 
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DE4C0NS/DEAC0NESS,  TRUSTEES,  ADOPTION  & 
FOSTER  CARE  &  HEALTH  LEADERS  CONFERENCE 


REGISTRATION  AND  REPRESENTATION  FORM 


l)U.  .10!  IN  I).  Kl  SK.  I>RRSIDI-:N'I" 


(  III  w: 


AKc:iiii':  D.  LocvN.  .]H..  Fxvxvmv:  svA:m-:v\H\ 


Vl(;iSI  15  -  IT.  2002 
HICKORY.  NC 


\i)i)Hi:ss 


cm 


SIVIK 


zii'(  :()i)i-: 


inSTOK 


PI  lONE  NLMRKK  cm  K( 

\'OL'K  NAME  

ADDRESS 


PI  lONE  NLMBEM  P\S TOR  ( 


cm 


STATE 


ZIPC:ODE 


YOLK  PHONE  ( 


CI  JLIRCH  REPRESENTATION  $100.00  FOR  THE 


AMOUNT  $ 


PI:RS0N\L  REGISTRVTION  $10.00  per  person  .\tiiount  $ 

PI ,E\SE  SEND  YOLiR  RECilS TRVTION/REPRESENTATION  FORM  CO: 

lUP  I  IST  HEADQUARTERS 

l)i  :.\(  :()NS/DE..\CONESS.  TRUSTEES,  ADOP HON  cS: 

lOS  FER  C.\RE  &  HEALTH  LE.\DERS  C:()NFERENCE 

SOL  I H  WILMINGTON  STREET 
R\LEI(;H.NC  27601 -2;3;38 
8()0-():39-GBS(:  (■♦272)  -  919/821-7466 


park  inn  gateway  conference  center 
909  i iigi iway  70  sw 
hickory,  nc  28620 
sin(;les/d()UBLES  $69.00  +  t^\x 

828-328-5101 


Slate  I  slier 's  (  oiU.  from  pa^e  S 

will  try  iind  yd  you  ihrcc  lo-icthtM-  for  a  picttiic  and  put  il  in 
tlic  [)a|)ri.  \  lic\  jiic:  Mis.  Ticxa  Lcaiici'.  lar  I  led.  ()(! 
\('ars;         \A'\\v  (ioopcr.  I'.h/ahi'lli         Ni.  'yl  vcars;  and 
Mr.  Koy  Williain.s.  Aiilryvillc.  N.(!..-+2  years. My  a|)(>l<)ii'i('s  (t) 
Rev.  Olcllia  rroiihlcricld.  M(.  Olive.  N.C.  and  pres.  of 
Kenaiis\  ille  Kaslei  n  Vssocialion  L  shers.  Heccived  your  lisf  of 
ushers;  wrote  il  and  sent  it  in  \|)ril  news.  ,\ll  your  usIkms  with 
50  Ncai  s  or  more  of  serv  ice  w  as  named  il  was  never  printed. 
l)on"l  know  w  lial  happened.  Will  I rv  again  in  Aiiiiusl  news. 
I  ndl  ni'\i  lime.  Ma\  die  (iood  Lord  J)less  and  keep  vou.  Send 
usher  new s  lo: 

R().Bo,\  105.  N(wvton  (;rove.  N.C.  28366 

Crime  coiilimies  from  pa^e  7 

instilulions. 

Important  Note 

Kvery  confeience  attendee  that  wants  to  participate  in  events  ! 

inside  the  institutions  must  be  cleared  through  NCIIC  security 
checks  by  filling  out  a  security  check  authorization  form.  This 

two-part  form  can  be  obtained  from  (iBSCl  headquarters  or 
by  contacting  the  FCIC  Pastoral  (^are  Department  at  919 
575-+541  e.\t.+'500. 1  he  form  can  be  filled  out  and  faxed 
back  to  (919)  575-2011. 
This  year's  conference  will  allow  conference  attendees  to 
experience  the  impact  of  crime  and  incarceration  by  being  in 
the  midst  of  this  crisis  during  the  conference. 
This  is  an  opportunity  to  see  what  the  Lord  is  doing  in  the 
midst  of  crime  and  incarceration.  Prayerfully,  this  will  lead  to 
greater  spiritual  understanding  in  responding  and  supporting 
this  great  work.  (.iBSC  pastors  are  encouraged  to  send  a  rep- 
resentative who  will  be  leading  your  church's  response  to 
crime  and  incarceration. 


Ilumam'lariaii  Coiil.  from  pa^e  19 

issues  facing  their  countries,"  said  the 
Rev.  McCullough.  "Now  they  are  asking 
us  to  meet  with  their  presidents  to 
strengthen  the  (liun  hes'  work  for  peace 
and  human  rights."  Added  the  Rev. 
McXkillough,  "We're  watching  Liberia 
with  both  anxiety  at  the  worsening  secu- 
rity situation  and  hope  that  a  much- 
anticipated  peace  conference  can  take 
place  in  Monrovia  in  July." 

(Ihiirdi  World  Service  is  an  interna- 
tional hiiinanitarian  agency  of  38 
Protestant,  Orthodox  and  Anglican 
denominations  —  comprising  50  million 
U.S.  Clhrislians  the  member  denomina- 
tions of  the  National  (Council  of  (Ihurches 
U.S.A. 


Stale  I  usher's  con  I.  from  page  21 

Troublefleld,  Mt.  Oliv(\  N.C.  and  pres. 
of  Kenansville  Eastern  Association 
Ushers.  Received  your  li.st  of  ushers; 
wrote  It  and  sent  it  in  \[)ril  news.  All 
your  ushers  w  ilh  50  \  ('ars  or  more  of 
service  was  named  it  was  never  printed. 
Don't  know  what  happened.  Will  try 
again  in  August  news.  Until  next  time. 
May  the  (iood  l  jor4  bless  and  keep  you. 
Send  usher  news  to: 
PO.Box  105.  Newton  (wove,  N.C. 
28366 


Healing  contimied  from  page  19 

what  lo  do  because  .lesus  had  already 
given  him  the  strength  lo  do  il.  I  hat's  the 
way  Cod  works.  I  le  said  you  don't  have 
to  wait  around  here  for  the  troubling  of 
the  water. 

We.  loo  must  not  wail  for  someone  else 
to  do  for  us  w  hat  we  can  do  for  oiirseK cs. 
We  can  change  our  eating  habits,  include 
some  exercise  in  our  schedule,  and  look  to 
Jesus.  Can't  you  hear  I  lim  sa\  ing  thai  I 
have  what  noii  need  because  I  am  what 
you  ne(Ml.  I  am  bread  of  life  for  the  hun- 
gry...to  the  blind  I  am  the  light  of  the 
world. ..to  the  k)sl  I  am  the  good  slie[)herd 
lo  the  outcast  1  am  the  door. .to  the 
rejected  I  am  the  true  vine... to  the  weary 
1  am  the  way...lo  the  ho[)eless  I  am  the 


bright  and  morning  star. .to  the  dead 
am  the  resurrection  and  the  life. 

rhere's  a  man  walking  around  here- 

-I  le  has  all  power  in  his  hand  there's  1 

man  walking  around  taking  the  names  of 
persons  who  want  to  be  healed — I  le 

healed  my  body  He  healed  my 

soul  1  le   lifted   my   head  Ue^ 

changed  my  name  Wliat  l  ie's  don^ 

for  me,  i  le  will  do  for  vou! ! ! ! 


WWW.  GBSC.org 

800-639-GBSC 
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INTEREST  RATES 


Maturities 


Annual  Rates 


.S  to  l.O  years  4.00% 

l.S  to  2.5  years  4.75% 

3.0  to  4.0  years   5.40% 

4.5  to  6.0  years   5.95% 

6.5  to  8.0  years   6.70% 

8.5  to  10.0  years   7.00% 

Bonds  of  this  issue  mature  semi- 
annually on  October  30  and  April  30, 
with  interest  payable  semi-annually. 
Some  bonds  pay  the  interest  by  check 
each  six  months,  while  others 
compound  semi-annually  with  both 
principal  and  interest  paid  at  maturity. 
The  bonds  are  offered  in  multiples  of 
$250.00 


This  anrt<iuncemenl  is  neithi-r  an  ajftsr  to  sell  nor  a 
soliuitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  The  ojfferinf^  is  mttde  only 
by  tlui  Prospectus  to  which  reference  is  made  for  the 
complete  information  authorized  in  the  sale  of  securities. 
These  securities  will  not  be  registered  with  the  Securities 
and  b^change  Commission  being  exempt  securities 
uruler  section  3  (a)  (4)  of  the  Securities  Act  of  1933  as 
amended.  These  securities  will  he  exempt  from 
registration  or  otherwise  qualified  for  sale  in  all  states 
in  -which  they  are  offered  and  in  which  states  Rives, 
l^eavell  A  Co.  is  qualified  to  act  as  a  r>e£tler  or  Broker. 


$232,000  General 
Mortgage  Bond  Issue 


Anticipated 
Issue  Date: 

April  30,  2002 


Ebenezer  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  of  LaGrange 


I^aGkanc;!,-:.  Noriu  Car<.)1.,in^ 


Senti-A.nnual  Maturities: 
6  months  through  10  years 


National  Association  of  Securities  Dealers  (NASD) 
Securities  investor  jPrtftection  Corporation  (SI PC) 
Securities  industry  Association  (SiA) 
National  Association  of  Church  and 
lnstituti(*nal  F'inancing  Organizations^  Inc.  (NACiF'O) 


Photo  of  Existrng  FaclH«v 


Yields: 


4.04% 
through 
7.12% 


733  North  State  St 
Jackson,  MS  39202 
(800)  748-8877 
(601)  948-4500 
www.rivesleavell.com 


iT 


Rates 

5.40% 
5.40% 
5.95% 
5.95% 
6.70% 


Years 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 


SIMPLE  INTEREST  INCOME  CHART 

Amount  Invested/Semi-Annual  Income* 

$20.000  $10.000               $5.000  $1.000 

$540.00  $270.00             $135.00  $27.00 

540.00  270.00                135.00  27.00 

595.00  297.50                148.75  29.75 

595.00  297.50                148.75  29.75 

670.00  335.00                167.50  33.50 


$13.50 
13.50 
14.88 
14.88 
16.75 


COMPOUND  INTEREST  GROWTH  CHART 

Amount  Invested/Maturity  Value* 


$250 

$6.75 
6.75 
7.44 
7.44 
8.38 


Rates 

Years 

$20,000 

$10,000 

$5,000 

$1,000 

$500 

$250 

4.00% 

$20,400.00 

$10,200.00 

$5,100.00 

$1 

020.00 

$510.00 

$255  00 

4.04%  Annual  Yield 

1 

20,808.00 

10,404.00 

5,202.00 

1 

040.40 

520.20 

260.10 

4.75% 

1% 

$21,459.11 

$10,729.56 

$5,364.78 

$1 

072.96 

$536.48 

$268.24 

4.81%  Annual  Yield 

2 

21,968.77 

10,984.38 

5,492.19 

1 

098  44 

549.22 

274.61 

22,490.52 

11,245.26 

5,622.63 

1 

124.53 

562.26 

281.13 

5.40% 

3% 

$24,100.34 

$12,050.17 

$6,025.08 

$1 

205.02 

$602.51 

$301  25 

5.47%  Annual  Yield 

5.95% 

4% 

$26,038.51 

$13,019.26 

$6,509.63 

$1 

301.93 

$650.96 

$325.48 

6.04%  Annual  Yield 

5'A 

27,610.85 

13,805.43 

6,902.71 

1 

380.54 

690.27 

345.14 

6.70% 

6V4 

$30,694.90 

$15,347.45 

$7,673.73 

$1 

534.75 

$767.37 

$383.69 

6.81%  Annual  Yield 

7y2 

32,785.91 

16,392.95 

8,196.48 

1 

639  30 

819.65 

409.82 

8 

33,884.24 

16,942.12 

8,471.06 

1 

694  21 

847.11 

423.55 

7.00% 

8% 

$35,893.51 

$17,946.76 

$8,973.38 

$1 

794.68 

$897.34 

$448.67 

7.12%  Annual  Yield 

9 

37,149.78 

18,574.89 

9,287.45 

1 

857.49 

928  74 

464.37 

9V4 

38,450.03 

19,225.01 

9,612.51 

1 

922.50 

961.25 

48063 

V 

10 

39,795.78 

19,897.89 

9,948.94 

1 

,989.79 

994.89 

497.45 

EBENEZER  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 
OF  LAGRANGE 

LaGrange,  North  Carolina 

invites  your  indication 
of  interest  in 
$232,000 
General  Mortgage  Bonds 


This  Church  Is  Being  Assisted  By 

Rives,  Leavell  «&  Co. 

733  North  State  Street 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39202 

Phone:  (60 1 )  948-4500 
Toll-free:  (800)  748-8877 
Email:  info@rivesleavell.com 


*This  chart  represents  ttie  value  of  securities  if 
payment  is  received  by  the  escrow  agent  on  or 
before  the  issue  date.  Payment  made  after  the 
issue  date  or  securities  called  before  maturity  wilt 
earn  interest  at  the  rate  specified  but  the  actual 
dollar  amount  at  redemption  w/ill  be  lers  than 
shown.  This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to 
sell  nor  the  soficitaion  of  an  offer  to  buy  these 
securities.  The  offering  is  made  by  prospectus 
only. 


.  Leavell  &  Co 


DFU  4/21/02 
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REGISTRATION  AND  REPRESENTATION  FOR 


aflli. . 


LAY- 
MEN'S 


LEAGUE,  CONGRESS  AND  USHERS 
DR.  JOHN  D.  FULLER,  SR.,  PRESIDENT        DR.  ARCHIE  D.  LOGAN,  JR.,  EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY  TREASURER 
MARTIN  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  1001  EAST  MARTIN  STREET  RALEIGH.  NC  27601  (919)  833-9756 


DR.  CHARLES  BULLOCK.  PASTOR 


CHURCH  _ 
ADDRESS . 
CITY  


_STATE_ 


_ZIPCODE_ 


PASTOR 


ASSOCIATION 


PHONE  NUMBER  CHURCH  ( 

)  


_PHONE  NUMBER  PASTOR  { 


YOUR  NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY  


_STATE_ 


ZIPCODE 


YOUR  PHONE ( 
E-MAIL  ADDRESS  


PERSONAL  REGISTRATION  $10.00  PER  PERSON 
NUMBER  OF  MESSENGERS  @  $10.00  EACH 

CHURCH  REPRSENTATION  $200.00  FOR  THE  SESSION 


AMOUNT$_ 


AMOUNT  $  . 


PLEASE  SEND  YOUR  REGISTRATION/REPRESENTATION  FORM  TO 
BAPTIST  HEADQUARTERS 
"2ND-  -TRINITY  SESSION" 

603  SOUTH  WILMINGTON  STREET 

RALEIGH,  NC  27601-2338 

800-639-GBSC  (4272)  -  919/821-7466 

****""  CHECK  ALL  SESSION(S)  YOU  PLAN  TO  ATTEND 


MASTERCARD/  VISA 


LAYMEN 
CONGRESS. 
USHERS 


HOTEL:  RALEIGH  CAPITAL  CENTER 
421  SOUTH  SALISBURY  STREET 
RALEIGH,  NC 
919-834-9900 
$89.00  +  12.5%  TAX 
DEADLINE  JUNE  15,  2002 


A&O  CHURCH  FURNITURE 

F'd  Uox  11)53.  Janicslown.  NC  212H2                                                     Shinvroom:  10(15  Greensboro  Road  Hiyh  Point.  NC  27250 
Local  3.'t(>-454-5l-15  •  l-a\  .iJfi-.'ii.sM  •  Toll  l-SOO-523-'J05S  •  E-mail  Address:  aocliurelifuniilurcK/  holmail.com 

•Wholesale 

•Easels 

•Lectern 

•Pricing  to  Churches  & 

•Juvenile  Furniture 

•Coat  Racks 

•Church  Affihated  Schools 

•Folding  Stages 

•Nursery  Cribs  &  Cots 

•Classroom  Seating 

•Activity  Tables 

•Pews 

•Chalk  hoards 

•Library  Furniture 

•Carpet 

•Bulletin  Boards 

•Folding  Doors 

•Stained  Glass 

•Folding  Tables 

•Room  Dividers 

•Pew  Upholstering 

•Folding  Chairs 

•Office  Desks 

•Pew  Cushions 

•Rocking  Chairs 

•Cabinets 

•Educational  Furniture 

•Storage  Caddies 

•Commercial  Carpet 

•Teachers  Desks 

A&O  is  Alpha  &  OMEGA  (Your  Source  for 

Complete  Church  Furniture) 

Introducing  Taylor  and  Tyquante... 


Taylor  and  Tyquante 

Taylor  and  Tyquante  are  nice  boys  who  like  to  help  out  around 
their  foster  home  by  doing  dishes,  taking  out  the  trash  and  mow- 
ing the  lawn.  They  both  enjoy  playing  with  their  toy  cars  and 
trucks  and  reading. 

A  Closer  Look  at  Taylor- 
Taylor  has  a  beautiful  smUe  and  a  witty  personality.  He  likes  to 
play  basketball,  football,  swimming  and  skating.  He  also  enjoys 
reading  Harry  Potter  books  and  he  has  a  special  interest  in  draw- 
ing. Taylor  is  certified  Learning  Disabled  and,  although  he  is  cur- 
rently in  the  6th  grade  in  school,  he  functions  at  the  3rd  grade 
level  and  attends  some  resource  classes.  Taylor  attends  tutoring 
twice  a  week,  but  it  is  very  hard  for  him  to  stay  focused  for  long. 
He  also  attends  counseling  to  help  him  learn  to  control  his  behav- 
iors better.  Birthday:  June  12,  1990 


A  Closer  Look  at  Tyquante... 

Tyquante  is  a  sweet,  lovable  boy  whose  special  interest  is  singing, 
He  likes  to  watch  cartoons,  play  with  his  blocks  and  go  swim 
ming,  skating  or  riding  his  bike.  Tyquante  has  been  certified 
Educably  Mentally  Disabled  and  receives  resource  classroom 
assistance.  Tyquante  is  in  the  3rd  grade  but  functions  at  a  1st 

Taylor  &  Tyqaunte  continues  on  page  25 


i 


COMING. 


Black  College  Awareness  Day  '2002' 
Saturday,  September  28,  2002 
10:00  a.m. -3:00  p.m. 
•  Over  50  Historically  Black  Colleges  &  Universities 

•  Financial  Aid/Scholarships  Workshops 

•  ADA  (American  Disabilities  Act)  Workshop 
•  Middle  School  Standards,  Policies,  Procedures  Workshop 

•  College  Survival  Skills  'Rap'  Sessions 

•  Greek  Displays 
•  Door  Prizes 

•  High  School  Band  Block  Show  and  more  

This  event  is  FREE. ...No  Registration  Costs.. ..Lunch  Providedllst  come  and  share  this  time  of  information,  fel- 
lowship and  fun! 

*For  more  information  contact:  Cathy  Jones  (a)  (704)  537-6197  or  the  church  office  @  (704)  392-0392,  www.fmbc- 
charlotte.org  Servants  Affirming  God's  Word  Globally... Forward  Together 
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FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  LAUREL  HILL,  NC  PRESENTS 
Change  FOR  CHANGE  CONTRIBUTION 
to  r:  Dr.  Logan,  Pastor  Gatewood,  Mrs.  Portia  Brandon,  Mr.  A.  Killens 


Taylor  &  Tyquante  conl.  from  p24 

grade  level.  He  takes  medication  to  help 
him  stay  focused  and  calm  in  the  class- 
room. I  le  also  attends  weekly  counsel- 
ing. Birthday:  September  21,  1992 

K  l^amily  for  Taylor  and  Tyquante... 
While  they  are  fairly  independent  and 
require  n(j  assistance  in  their  daily  living 
activities,  layloi'  and  lyquante  are  sig- 
nilicantly  behind  in  their  sciioolwoi  k 
anfl  need  parents  that  will  provide  ihem 
with  the  high  level  of  supervision  and 
stnicture  required  for  them  to  lie  suc- 
cessful. Their  new  family  should  be 
Actively  involved  with  their  school  sys- 
tem to  ensure  that  their  academic  needs 
are  met.  I  heir  parents  will  need  to  be 
accepting  of  theii'  challenges,  yet  sup- 
portive of  their  successes  and  loving  at 
all  times.  Most  of  all,  they  will  need  to 
open  their  hearts  and  homes  to  f)()th 
Taylor  and  Tyquante.  (N(J  #060-1155) 
(N(j  #060-1156)  For  more  information 
on  these  children  or  adoption,  in  general, 
please  call  the       Kids  Ad(jption  and 
Foster  Care  toll  free  Hotline  at 
a -877-625-4371. 


fcft^e  HigliUght  cont.froni  page  21 

solid,  and  nurturing  homes.  Many 
African  American  children  are  in  the  sys- 
tem due  to  famih  hardships,  problems, 
etc.  African  American  children  are  in  the 
system  5  to  7  times  longer  than 
(Caucasian  children  waiting  to  be  adopt- 
ed. 

ER:  Wlial  led  you  to  become  an  adop- 
tive parent? 

CA:  M\  w  ife  and  I  received  the  calling 
hom  (ihtist.  I  he  calling  was  similar-  like 
the  calling  I  receixed  into  the  ininislrv.  It 
was  a  Ixirden  that  the  Lord  laid  on  our 
hearts  and  we  followed  l)v  adopting  H- 
children.  There  were  no  support  groups 
such  as  Friends  of  Black  Children.  We 
had  already  adopted  our-  children  at  the 
time  I  began  working  with  the  council. 
My  parents  wer  e  foster  parents  also. 
EH:  Has  the  experience  of  being  an 
adoptive  parent  been  rewarding? 
GA:  Ver  y  r  ewarding  and  challenging. 
Very  rewarding  because  we  know  that 
we  have  been  apart  of  god's  ministry, 
work,  design  for-  all  mankind  because 
the  will  of  Cod  is  to  minister  to  the 

The  Paige  Highlighl  cont.  ori  p  29 


A  Fresh  Look  at  the 
New  Testament  Deacon 

By  John  H.  Walker,  D.  Min. 


NOW  AVAILABLE! 


Tliere  is  a  critical  problem  concerning  the  Deacons  and  the  local  church,  state  and  national 
conventions.  The  Deacons  are  assuming  leadership  roles  without  bemg  equipped  for  the  task  of 
leadership.  The  relationship  between  the  pastor  and  deacon  is  widening  because  there  is  a 
misunderstanding  concerning  the  mission  of  the  church  ,  pastoral  leadership,  and  the  role  of  the 
deacons. 

This  book  Is  a  must  tool  to  bridge  the  gap  between  the  role  of  Pastor  and 
Deacons  in  order  to  provide  EFFECTIVE  LEADERSHIP. 


www.macedoniaofcharlottc  org 
■  IHJIIB«»»M«IIWIWWI.IM 


First  Name 


City 


State 


Zip  Code 


Area  Code  &  Phone  Number 


Item  # 

Title 

Price 

WOl 

A  Fresh  Look  at  the  New  Testament  Deacon 

$17  95 

W02 

A  Fresh  Look  at  the  New  Testament  Deacon  Workbook 

$12.95 

Item  # 

Title 

Qty 

Price 

suDtolai  :sniDDine 
lip  to  $20      S2.50  120.01-200                 S12.95        Shipping  &  Handling 
20.01-62.00  $5.00  200.01-over                $20.00                      Grand  Total 

Send  Completed  Form  along  with  a  check  or  money  order  to:  Dr.  John  H.  Walker,  P.O  Box 
217256,  Charlotte,  NC  28221-7256 

Dr.  John  H.  Walker.  D.  Min.  »  Ofrice  Phone  (704)  392-8496  Email:ihenwalk(g).hotmail.com 


ATTENTION!  PASTORS  &  PREACHERS  STOP!  &  ANSWER 

*  Is  your  schedule  busy! 

*  Do  you  find  yourself  laboring  hard  and  long  preparing  sermons? 

*  Would  you  find  yourself  laboring  long  and  hard  preparing  sermons? 

*  Would  you  like  to  get  the  material  that's  ready  for  the  pulpit? 

*  Would  you  like  to  have  material  that's  easy  to  read,  where  all  the  research  is 
already  done  for  you? 

Then  "SERMCO  MINISTERS"  is  you  solution 

*  We  have  sermons  that  ADDRESS  ALL  OCCASIONS 

*  Each  sermon  is  easy  to  read 
(DOUBLE  SPACED  ON  SINGLE  SHEETS) 

*  Each  sermon  is  HOMILETICALLY  arranged 
(Introduction,  Exposition,  Come-Home,  and  Closing) 

*  Each  sermon  has  VERSES  OF  SONGS  ,  HYMNS  INSERTED 
(where  appropriate) 

*  Sermons  as  received  ar  READY  FOR  THE  PULPIT 
with  minimum  amount  of  study  and/adjustments. 

Single  copies  are  $5  each.  Anthology  (Book  of  26  Sermons)  Volume  I  and  Volume 
II,  $75  each.  Shipping  and  handling  charges  will  be  added  to  all  orders.  Catalogs 
with  listings  are  free  upon  request.  Direct  all  questions  and  answers  to: 
MT.  ARARAT  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  INC,  2503  N.  MYRTLE  AVE.,  JACK- 
SONVILLE, FLA.  32209 
ATTN:  SERMCO  MINISTRIES,  PASTOR  D.A.  LATTIMORE  JR. 
1-904-354-7893  (CHURCH)  (FAX  904-354-5883) 
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ELECTION  NEWS 


FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF 
THE  THIRD  VICE 
PRESIDENT 

Efifective  June  I,  2002  I  am  withdrawing 
my  name  as  a  candidate  for  the  President  of 
the  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
North  Carolina  incorporated.  My  Prayers  and 
Best  Wishes  to  Dr.  J.  C.  Harris  and  Dr. 
Charles  Bullock  as  candidates!  To  my  many 
friends  who  encouraged  me  and  showed  your 
support  to  me,  I  Thank  You. 

It  is  time  for  my  family  and  I  to  move  on 
to  other  things  and  challenges.  May  God 
richly  bless  all  of  you  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention,  Inc. 

FOREST  M.  EAVES,  JR. 

A  Candidate  for  President  Of 
The  Ushers  Convention 
Auxiliary  to  The  (ieneral 
Baptist  State  (>)nvention 

"Renderiiij''  Semce  To  (akI  By 
Rt'iideriiiji  Service  To  All" 

hoicsl  M.  Kavcs.  .|r.  is  spiriliiallv 
t'(|iii|)|)('(l  and  kiiowlcdjicahic  lo  hold 
die  posilion  ol  Picsidciil.  I  .islcd  is  a 
siininiaiyof  his  skills  and  cxprriciRr: 
FOR  n  IK  STATE: 
ImisI  Vur  Picsidcnl  olCBSC  19%- 
Sccoiid  Vice  Pivsidcnl  ol CBSC  |W2- 
19% 

I'oiirlh  Vice  Pivsidcnl  of  CBSC  1%8- 
1W2 

lOR  Tin:  DISTRICI: 

PirsidciilA  loordinalor  ol  Disli  icl  III 
IWO- 

MECKLKNBUIU;  CENEIUL 


Rowan  Baptist 
Association  Ushers 
Ministry 
Office  of  the  President 

Mr.  Joseph  1.  Clyburn.  Sr. 
May  24.  2002 
Dear  Usher's  Kleclion  Committer: 

I  am  seeking  the  Office  of  President  for 
the  L'sher's  (Convention  of  (he  (^Mieral 
Baptist  Slate  Convention.  My  history 
with  the  Ushers  has  spanned  over  thirlv- 
five  years.  I  served  as  an  Usher,  President 
and  held  several  other  posit iotis  in  the 
Ushers  Ministry  at  The  hirst  Ba|)tist 
Church  in  Slalesville,  NC  where  l)r  J.  C. 
I  larris  is  pastor  When  I  was  elected  pres- 
ident of  the  Rowan  Baptist  Association 
Ushers  Ministry,  I  im[)lemenled  many 
programs  to  bring  the  ushers  closer- 
together  in  our  As.socia(ion.  Under  my 
leadership.  The  Rowan  Ushers  Minislrv 
has  had  three  successful  honor's  l)an(|uet 
to  honor  Usiters  with  twenty-five  years  or 
more  or  service.  We  have  initiated  work- 
shop with  the  various  distncls  in  (he 


BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION  USIIKRS 
AUXILIARY 

Presideni  of  MCBA  1991-1998 
Vice  President  of  MCBS  1987-1990 
Chairman  of  Deceased  L'sher  Ceremonv 
Committee  1991- 
Budget  Chair|)erson  1978-1982 
FRIENDSHIP  MISSIONARY  BAP- 
TIST CHURCH  OF  charlot  i  e 

Presideni  of  the  Usher  Ministry  1978- 
198-f 


Rowan  on  a  monlhly  Ijasis.  These  work- 
shops gave  our  LIshers  good  advice  and 
help  in  many  areas  including,  for 
techniques  in  Ushering,  Demonstration, 
The  Usher  as  A  Christian  Stewart, 
Usher's  At  Work,  dlie  Proper  Attire,  I  lints 
on  Working  With  People,  Working  With 
Youth  Usher's  and  various  other  topics. 

I  thank  V,o(\  for  the  ()|)portuni(y  lo  help 
the  Ushers  across  the  entire  state  of  North 
Carolina  through  our  association  through 
prayer,  fellowship  and  a  new  direction.  I 
l(»ok  forward  continuing  the  vision  (iod 
has  placed  in  me  for  service  to  my  fellow- 
rnan  through  the  church,  our  community, 
the  Rowan  Association  and  the  (iBSC. 
Inc. 

As  we  usher  in  a  new  season,  it  is  my 
desire  that  we  help  all  ushers  redcdicate 
themselves  lo  being  the  best  thai  (iod 
would  have  them  be  through  service, 
time,  prayers,  and  continued  support  of 
our  churches,  .Associations  and  1  he 
(General  Baptist  Convention  can  attend 
the  Stale  Ushers  Convention,  Raleigh. 
NC.  If  yoii  want  lo  support  my  candida- 
cy I  can  be  readied  at  7(H- 873. 17-32. 


President  of  the  Usher  Ministry  1987- 
1990 

Vice  Presideni  of  the  Usher  Ministry 
1977 

horest  M.  Haves,  .]r,  joined 
I'Viendsliip  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
(Charlolle,  NC)  in  1973  under  die  lead- 
ership of  Dr.  Coleman  Kerr\  .jr.  and 
became  a  member  of  the  Usher  Ministry 
that  saiiK"  year  I  lis  current  paslor.  Dr 
(ililford  A.  .lones  Sr,  has  been  very  inspi- 
rational lo  him  and  supportive  of  Ins 
spiritual  growth  and  develofMiienl.  In 
1973,  he  married  I  latlie  M.  Tate  of 
Lowesville.  NCi.  Mr  Eaves  is  also  active 
in  his  community  and  is  a  member  of 
ihe  Wesley  I  [eights  Community 
Association. 

We  [)rayerfully  solicit  your  vole  for 
horest  M.  Eaves  .)r.  as  President  of  (he 
Ushers  ( ioii\(Mi(ion. 

(wace  and  peace  l)e  unto  you. 
Brother  I'orest  M.  Eaves  has  been  an 
e.xlremely  loyal  supporter  of  the  ushers 
for  welf  over  25  years.  I  le  is  faithful  in 


THE  2002  GBSC,  Inc. 
ANNUAL  ELECTION 

The  2002  GBSC,  Inc.  Annual 
Election  will  be  held, 
October  30,  2002,  in 
Fayetteville,NC.  Messengers 
will  be  certified  throughout 
the  week,  from  October  28, 
2002  until,  12  noon,  October 
30,  2002. 

THOSE  PERSONS  WHO  SEEK 
TO  SERVE  AS  OFFICERS  OF 
THE  GBSC,  Inc.,  AND  DESIRE 
TO  BECOME  A  CANDIDATE 
FOR  OFFICE  MUST 
ANNOUNCE  THEIR  CANDI- 
DACY IN  THE  BAPTIST 
INFORMER  AT  LEAST  THREE 
MONTHS  PRIOR  TO  THE 
DATE  OF  THE  ELECTION 
(SEE  GBSC  CONSTITUTION 
Article  V.) 

ALL  CANDIDATES  SHOULD 
SUBMIT  A  LETTER  TO  THE 
NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 
NO  LATER  THAN  July  30,  2002, 
SO  THAT  BALLOTS  CAN  BE 
PREPARED. 


CANDIDATES  SHOULD 
SEND  THEIR  LETTERS 
OF  INTENTION  TO: 
Reverend  F.  O.  Bass 
GBSC,  Inc.  Nominating 
Committee 
716  Leonard  Avenue 
High  Point,  NC  27260 
336-882-9216 


his  church  as  former  president  of  (he  . 
ushers  a(  hViendship  Missionary  Baptist  | 
Church.  Charlotte,  NC,  as  well  as  on  the  i 
associalional  and  district  levels.  . 

A 

i 

lo  'rest  Eaves  Coiiiihues  on  pa^e  '2f 


Hanging  With  Mr.  Cooper 

Customer  Clothiers 
Larry  J.  Cooper 

President/CEO 

1-800-266-7515  •  Fax  949-260-2099 
5000  Birch  St.,  West  Tower,  Suite  4000, 
Newport  Beach,  CA  92660 
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Forest  Eaves  Cont.  from  page  26 

Brother  Eaves  is  a  Christian  gentle- 
man who  loves  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
and  the  Christian  church.  Without  any 
reservations  I  support  his  candidacy  for 
the  president  of  the  GBSC  Ushers  along 
with  his  church  family  and  community. 
General  Baptist  will  be  blessed  through 
the  service  of  Brother  Forest  M.  Eaves. 

Clifford  A.  Jones,  Sr.,  Pastor 
Former  President  of  GBSC 


Avery  continued  from  page  8 

communities. 
YOU  ARE  THE  LIGHT  OF  THE 
WORLD!  General  Baptists,  we  are  the 
light  of  the  world.  Everything  we  do  has 
but  one  purpose:  to  GLORIFY  GOD  & 
EDIFY  QTimS.  We  are  a  faith  com- 
munity that  is  powered  by  the  Holy 
Spirit.  As  such,  we  are  challenged  by  our 
Lord  to  grow  UPWARD,  INWARD,  and 
OUTWARD.  In  responding  to  Jesus' 
proclamation  of  our  illuminating  power, 

Avery  continues  on  page  28 


Here  is  the  ehurch, 

here  is  the  steeple 
Open  the  door  and 
see  all  the  people 

.  .  .  wluf  I'iiti  ium'  nwo/if/j  in  comjbrt  and  ^nu  ious  siyff 
Mnee  /..  A.  Downty  Stm  fmljf^ed  ttsi^ns  httild  !hrir 
«f  I*'  Sutwtuury  md  Chmtkm  Edumtum  huMmg.%. 

L.  A.  Downey  &.  Son  provitks  conipleie, 
lufHltiiy  h»f>JuticjriN  (tW  alt  kinds  ifl'  chusLtiies 
and  all  kinds  of  liudgets. 
Oiir  jmiff^-^sisiriiils  cjiri  help  you  fmm  start 
lu  tliikish,  ineliiding  ai\:liiiiec!iataS  desty  ii 
work,  Jiite  <J«vi*|«,ipn;ieat,  p^iiMii 
itpftrnv^l,  aciual  etMiiUmctson,  and  tthHU. 

Call  u*  ImJay  Ifi  Ci  nd  imt 
h<rw  we  can  help  ytme  cmigm^MHm 
naxl  its  latiislk-s  nwtls 

(919)688-8029 
L..  A.  DoWney  &  Son,  inc. 


Light  Rock  Realty 
(705)  568-5000 


Areas  of  Specialty:  Residential  Purchasing/Sellig 
Church  &  Land  Purchasing/Selling 
Group  Homebuying  workshops  for  churches 
Homebuying  programs 
.  No  Money  Down 
.  Down  Payment  Assistance 
.  Alternative  Financing  Options 
If  You  Need  Assistance  in  any  of  the  above  areas,c 
ontact  Gerald  Searles  at  (704)  568-5000 


AMERICAN  INCOME  LIFE 
INSURANCE  COMPANY 

American  Income  Life  Insurance  Company  with  over  a  40-year  history  of  serving  associations.  Credit 
Unions  and  Union  Members  with  affordable  hfe  health  insurance  benefits.  American  Income  is  proud  to 
announce  No  Cost  benefit  to  subscribers  of  the  Baptist  Informer. 

Learn  how  you  and  your  family  can  receive  the  OneCard  Member  benefit  which  will  safe  you  up  to 
60%  discount  on:  Vision  ...  Hearing  ...  Chiropractic  and  Prescriptions  at  No  Cost 

Simply  fill  out  the  form  below  and  mail,  a  representative  of  ALL  will  deliver  your  discount  card  and 
explain  its  use,  plus  explain  our  New  Family  Dental  Plan  which  is  available  to  your  entire  family  for  $29.95 
per  year!  The  dental  plan  and  supplement  health  and  life  benefits  are  being  made  available  for  your  consid 
eration.  You  are  under  no  obligation. 

cut        cut 


PLEASE  BE  SURE  I  RECEIVE  MY  ONECARD  MEMBER  BENEFIT 


NAME_ 


HOME  PHONE. 
Spouse's  Name  _ 


Residential  Address 
City  


.  State , 


.  Zip  _ 


Countv_ 


PLEASE  MAIL  THIS  FORM  TO: 
AIL,  P.O.  BOX  18825,  RALEIGH,  NO  27619-8825 


MOUNT  PISGAH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURC 
PASTOR'S  8TH  ANNIVERSARY 

HONORING  DR.  MATTHEW  ROUSE,  JR. 
FEATURING-LUTHER  BARNES  &  THE  SUNSET  JUBILAIRES 


SEPTEMBER  7,  2002@ 
6  PM 

HOLIDAY  INN  BORDEAUX 
1707  OWEN  DRIVE  FAYETTEVILLE  NC 
FORMAL  DINNER  SERVED 
DONATION:  $35.00 
CONTACT  PERSON 
SIS  MACHALLE  LOVE 
C\0  MT.  PISGAH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
414  PITTMAN  GROVE  CHURCH  RD 
RAEFORD,  NC  28376 
910-875-2669  -  (LEAVE  A  MESSAGE) 
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"NEPOTISM  IN  THE 
CHURCH" 


/?r  Itfii'iTiitl 
.hiiiii-s.  M.  Siiiilli. 
.11) 
(pirlliml  Icfn 
Mixicriilor  of 
\loilvriiliir.i 


RcvcicikI  James  W  Smilli.  JD 

(w'ace  and  P(>ai('  (o  all  of  vou.  my 
l)i()tli('is  and  sislcis! 

Jiisl  as  I  was  wondci  ing  whal  lo  vvi'itc 
for  this  ai  tit  lo.  I  was  conrioiilcd  an  inter- 
esting issue  relaling  to  llie  cluiich.  Il  is  the 
issue  of  ne|)olisni."  First,  lets  sliaie  the 
definition  that  Webster's  Dictionars  <>i\es 
for  "'nepotism'"  Webster  sa\s.  "It  is 
favoritism  s  to  a  relative  (as  by  giving  an 
ap|)ointive  job)  on  the  basis  of  relation- 
slii|).  Well.  I  may  ask  the  (|uestion. 
"what's  wrong  with  that  in  the  chureh?"' 
My  first  inclination  is  thing.  What's  wrong 
with  close  relatives  serving  in  positions  in 
the  church?  Most  people  woulfl  love  to 
know  that  their  family  memb:  i  are 
(Christians  and  are  serving  varif)us  capac- 
ities within  the  church  that  they  pastor  I 
personally  have  many  friends  whr  have 
churches  where  their  spouses,  children 


and  oilier  members  of  their  I'amiK  are 
personally  iuNolved  in  the  affairs  of  the 
church.  So.  this  article  is  not  an  indict- 
ment of  family  members  holding  posi- 
tions and  being  involved  in  the  affairs  of 
the  church. 

I  lowever.  I  am  learning  that  conflict 
widiiii  the  chinch  slems  not  oiil\  from 
what  is  real  but  what  is  apparent, 
(loiisider  tins  Mciiano  if  you  will.  An 
agiiig  Paslor  appoints  bis  daughter  or  son 
w  ho  1^  ail  \sso(  iale  Miiii^ler  as  treasurer 
I  le  a|ip()intH  his  or  son  w  ho  is  an  associ- 
ate minister  as  Kinancial  Secretary.  He 
appoints  the  spouse  of  his  children  who 
also  happen  (o  be  ministers  as  cliairijei- 
sons  of  Deacons,  ^ou  may  ask  how  can 
this  be  done  since  the  [lower  to  elect  the 
officers  of  the  cluircli  rest  with  the  mem- 
bershi|i.  My  experience  has  shown  me 
(hat  ministers  who  have  pastored  their  . 
churches  for  years  and  have  gained  the 
confidence  and  respect  ()f  the  church  do 
almost  anything.  And  here  lies  the  prob- 
lem. Members  who  have  been  sleeping,  at 
some  point  wake  up  and  then  realize  that 
things  are  not  being  done  properly  and 
questions  begin  to  arise. 
Well  in  matters  where  I  have  been  asked 
to  give  some  advice,  members  are  feeling 
that  the  Pastor  is  trying  to  pick  his  suc- 
cessor who  happens  to  be  a  faith  y  mem- 
ber. Is  this  nepotism?  You  answer  the 
question. 


If  \  (iu  w  ish  our  ser\  ices  m  any  way, 
jilease  conlacl  us  al  the  following: 
Kev.  .lames  W.  Smidi.JD 
l4(i  Presidents  Drive 
Durham,  NC  277(H 

Fmail:  .IsmitlfHStXSaol.com 

Dr  .loshiia  .j.  I  lane,  .Jr. 

po.  Pm)\  :^:\[m 

rayetleville.NC  28305 
(910)  ;32;3-1508 
Rev.  W.j.(:o.x 
HP  (iray  Street 

(;oi(isboio.  Nc  2T);i4 

(019)T)l-08W 

Dr  Archie  D.  Logan.  .)r 
603  South  Wilmington  Street 
Raleigh.  NC  27601-2338 
800-639-4272 

Avery  comniicd.  from  pa^e  27 

we  must  embrace  the  call  to  become 
witnesses  in  action  {Matthew  25:31- 
40}. 

The  opportunity  is  available  for  us  to 
shine.  The  Central  Children's  Home  in 
Oxford,  N.C.  is  waiting  to  be  illumined 
by  God's  light  that  shines  in  us.  Shine 
today  through  your  gifts  of  time,  talent, 
treasure,  and  the  temple  (your  pres- 
ence/visits). Shine  today  —  turn  on  your 
Avery  continues  above 


Aver}- continued  from  below 

light  by  giving  Mr  Michael  Alston 
(K.xeculive  Director)  a  call  and  let  him 
know  that  you  are  ready  to  shine!  Let 
him  share  with  \(iu  how  your  church, 
your  association,  your  community,  etc. 
can  liecome  a  light  for  (he  I  lome.  Shine 
totlav  b\  coiUacling  me  —  I  w  ill  be  glad 
(o  share  wi(li  \()U  (hrough  mail,  e-mail, 
(eleplioiie.  or  in  piMson  how  blessings 
w  ill  flow  abundandy  (hrough  your  illu- 
mination upon  the  I  lome: 


Pai^e  lli^iifiglif  conl.from  fJ(if>e  26 

w  hole  [lerson  and  not  just  a  portion  of 
the  person.  /Vnother  reason  the  experi- 
ences has  been  \(m  \  rew  aiding  is 
because  we  have  raised  those  4  children 
to  become  to  production  citizens. 
EH:  Do  you  feel  the  CBSC  can  play  a 
beneficial  role  in  identifying  singles  and 
couples  to  become  adoptive  or  foster 
care  parents? 

GA:  My  cup  nmneth  over  with  joy  that 
the  GBS(j  continues  to  take  the  initiative 
to  see  the  need  of  getting  involved  in 
ministering  to  families  in  adoption  and 
foster  care  because  this  is  a  apart  of 
what  the  will  of  God  when  Jesus  talk 
about  when  I  was  a  stranger  these  chil- 

Paige  Highlight  cont.  on  page  29 
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EDI 


(educational  dimensions,  inc.) 

"Dedicated  to  excellence  in  educational 
products  and  services" 

311  N.  Spence  Ave.  Goldsboro,  NC  27534 
(919)  778-8646  Fax:  (919)  778-3431 
Web:  www.eclileaming.com 
Tutoring  •  School  Supplies  •  Summer  Camps 
SAT  Prep  •  Pre-School  &  Daycare  Supplies 
Giftware  •  School  Uniforms  •  Catalogues 
Screen  Printing  •  Promotions  •  Teacher  Aids 

Advertising  Specialties  ^rT^^ 
Emnlovee  Recoenition  Proerams^.^^'Ji  '  m 


Dr.  Willette 
Campbell  Wooten 


we  Print 
T-shirts 
Sweat-snirts 
&caps! 
Call  today 
lor  a  anote! 
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□  lYear       □  2  Years     □  3  Years 


Street:, 
Citv;_ 


State: 


Zip:. 


Phone:  L 


Total  Amount  Enclosed:  $ 


Make  Check  or  Money  Order  payable  to:  General  Baptist  State  Convention. 
Master  Card  and  Visa  accepted  by  phone. 

BAPTIST  INFORMER 
603  S.  WILMINGTON  STREET,  RALEIGH,  NC  27601 
(919)  821-7466   Toil-Free:  (800)  639-4272 


July  2002 


Baptist  Informer 


Page  Twenty-nine 


Pai^e  Ili^/ili^fil  Coiil.  from  pa^c  25 

(Ifcn  are  strangers  to  e\erv  sense  of  the 
word.  \  \w\  are  strangers  to  tlieir  own 
biological  families.  I  hev  need  homes, 
I  lie\  need  love.  \       need  nurturing. 
Thev  need  a  sense  of  direction.  So  I  am 
glad  that  the  (iBSd  is  serving  in  this 
(capacity.  I  am  elated  (iiat  \  liave  been 
chosen  to  serve  in  the  ca|)a(  itv. 
EH;  Being  the  chairman  of  the  CBSC 
Adoption  and  Foster  (lare  ("ominittee- 
what  initiatives  do  you  want  to  estab- 
lishv 

GA:  1  he  initiatives  that  I  thought  of 
establishing  first  of  all  will  be  with  the 
moderators  of  the  associations  and  then 
with  pastors  to  promote  the  ideology  of 
adoption  and  foster  care.  Second!)',  to 
recruit  families  to  become  adoptive  and 
foster  care  parents.  I  see  doing  that 
through  the  moderators,  heads  of  other 
religious  bodies,  whether  if  they  are 
Baptist  or  not,  to  promote  our  program 
as  well. 

EH:  How  can  the  ministry  get  churches 
actively  involved  of  having  an  adoption 
and  foster  care  ministry? 
GA:  It  has  to  start  with  the  vision  of  the 
pastor.  It  must  begin  with  the  moderator 
and  establish  contacts  with  pastors  to 
have  them  identify  families  in  their 
church  with  the  total  message  that  is 
required  for  people  interested  in  adop- 
tion and  foster  care. 

EH:  What  goals  do  you  aspire  to  accom- 
[jlish  by  being  appointed  chairman? 
GA:  It  is  a  viable  ministry  of  the  QBSC. 
I  have  hopes  of  reaching  the  goal  of  pro- 
viding a  home  for  every  child  who  is  eli- 
gible for  adoption  and  foster  care.  Also, 
find  individuals  who  are  interested  in 
respite  care  for  foster  care  parents. 
EH:  Do  you  have  any  challenges  for 
(^BSC  in  regards  to  adoption  and  foster 
care? 

GA:  I  challenge  the  GBSC  churches  first 
of  all  to  be  willing  to  contribute  whatev- 
er amount  of  money  they  can  to  the 
GBS(^  for  the  adoption  and  foster  care 
ministry.  It  does  not  matter  what 
amount  it  is.  Also,  I  would  like  for  every 
church  to  assign  an  auxiliary  to  assume 
this  as  a  project  to  recruit  families  or 
friends  to  make  this  a  reality  because 
our  desire  is  to  travel  through  out  the 
state  to  meet  with  many  pastors  as  pos- 
sible  tb"|5r?)Wolt'6ijir  minis'tfy:  ' 


EH:  Bow  can  the  ministry  leave  a  last- 
ing impression  for  Pastors  to  understand 
the  seriousness  of  adoption  and  fostei' 
care  back  to  tiieir  cluirches? 
(j.\:  A  lasting  l\  pe  of  impression  that  w(> 
w  ill  seek  lo  lea\('  im  (o  p(»Ml)K  hiiiig  the 
children  ado|)led  l)\  GBS(i  who  would 
become  adults  and  haxc  (hem  presented 
along  with  the  moderators  and  pastors 
of  those  families.  I  his  will  show  llie 
fruits  of  oiir  labor  of  the  adoption  and 
foster  care  ministrv. 

EH:  Why  do  you  feel  Ahican-Aniericans 
do  not  readily  liecome  adoptive  or  fostei' 
care  parents? 

GA:  Looking  back  at  our  history  there 
was  a  time  if  a  child  was  homeless  a 
family  or  community  would  not  wait  on 
the  Department  of  Social  Services  they 
would  take  responsibility  of  raising  that 
child.  Today  because  of  the  number  of 
restrictions,  laws,  and  problems  that 
have  occurred  in  our  society  people  are 
more  reluctant  to  become  adoptive  or 
foster  care  parents.  As  a  result  African 
American  families  having  to  come 
through  the  civil  rights  movement  of 
struggling  trying  to  stay  abreast  with 
this  vastly  changing  society  and  the 
focus  is  not  as  much  on  family  today  as 
it  is  on  survival.  There  is  a  need  for  us  to 
lift  this  ideology  of  adopting  and  foster- 
ing and  promote  it  so  African  Americans 
can  see  the  reality  in  that  being  a  part  of 
their  everyday  commitment  as  well  as 
survival  being  a  part  of  their  everyday 
commitment. 


Pastor  Ph. I),  conl.from  page  29 
Married  to  the  former  Linda  Dianna 
Swann  of  Laurinburg,  Jenkins  has 
taught  high  school  English  in  South  ' 
(-arolina  and  in  North  (larolina  and  col- 
lege English  at  UNCG  and  at  Winston- 
Salem  State  University.  He  has  also 
served  two  previous  charges — First 
Baptist,  Orrum,  and  Saint  Luke 
Missionary  Baptist,  Hasty. 

A  native  of  Weldon,  Jenkins  currently 
resides  in  Winston-Salem  and  is  the  son 
of  the  late  Percy  Dee  and  Maxine  Wilkins 
Jenkins.  Shiioh  Baptist  Church  held  a 
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for  the  faith  comnuinily  (o  aclixcK 
become  a  change  agent  for  African- 
American  children  in  need  of  permanent 
homes.  We  were  and  continue  to  be  con- 
cern("d  that  oxer  ^0%  of  the  children  in 
foster  care  are  African  American  in  North 
(^irolina.  W  hile  (he  concept  of  the  faith 
communitv  invoked  with  (he  placemen( 
of  children  did  not  originate  with  us.  our 
partnership  w  ith  (he  Sta(e  Division  of 
Social  SeiMces  and  (he  (General  Ba|Mis( 
S(ale  (convention  of  North  (larolina.  Inc. 
did  evolve  under  our  direction. 

We  have  often  been  asked,  Wliy  did 
you  begin  your  partnership  with  the 
Baptist?  The  answer  was  simple.  Dr 
Paige  and  I  are  Baptist  ministers  and 
Amelia  is  married  to  a  Baptist  minister. 
Reverend  ('haiies  Whittenburg.  In  other 
words  we  are  part  of  The  General 
Baptist  State  Convention  of  North 
Carolina,  Inc.  family.  The  first  place  to 
ask  for  help  is  always  within  the  family. 
Under  the  auspice  of  Dr.  Clinton  Jones 
and  Dr.  Archie  Logan  a  partnership  was 
established,  later  with  the  election  and 
under  the  leadership  of  Dr  John  D. 
Fuller,  the  project  has  continued  to 
thrive. 

The  needs  of  the  Adoption  and  Foster 
Care  Ministry  are  much  larger  than  the 
late  Dr.  Joseph  Paige  and  myself.  This 
ministry  must  continue  and  with  the 
blessings  of  Cod  it  will  not  stop  with  our 
departure.  One  of  my  greatest  desires  is 
that  all  children  in  foster  care  receive 
love,  encouragement  and  recognition  of 
their  self-worth  as  children  of  the  living 
God.  I  pray  that  these  children  and  fam- 
ilies receive  bountiful  support  from  their 
local  churches.  It  is  yet  to  be  determined 
what  our  children  will  become  but  with 
the  support  of  the  entire  faith  communi- 
ty we  will  demonstrate  the  old  African 
Proverb,  It  Takes  a  I  illage  lo  Raise  a 
Child.  All  of  us  working  in  partnersfiip 
will  make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  so 
many  children. 

I  close  this  farewell  letter  with  a  read- 
ing entitled.  Have  mercy! 

dinner  reception  for  the  Reverend  Dr 
Donald  Ray  Jenkins  on  Sunday,  May 
26th  and  presented  him  with  several 
gifts. 


Life  does  vvhalexcr  is  necessar\  (o  molfl 
us  in(o  slia|)e  and  prepare  us  for  grea(- 
ness.  It  does  n()(  alwa\h  look  and  feel  this 
Instead,  what  we  cvperience  in  life 
seems  difficult,  painful,  and  iinnecessarv. 
Jiis(  for  a  iiionieiU.  think  of  the  stones, 
which  were  used  (o  build  (he  pyramids 
and  die  gems,  which  fashion,  the  (j'own 
Jewels.  Imagine  how  (he  stones  were  dug 
from  the  qiiarr\  and  then  hammered  and 
chiseled  info  shape.  Heali/e  that  each 
stone  or  gem  had  to  be  pcrfcclK  ^ha|)ed 
before  it  tould  be  set  in  its  appro|)riale 
place.  Recogni/e  (hat  once  the  pyramids 
were  built  and  jewels  cast  into  the  (-rown, 
they  have  ne\er  been  disturbed,  nor  have 
they  shifted,  fallen,  or  crumbled. 

Somehow  life  teaches  us  to  under- 
stand that  God  has  a  perfect  plan  for  us; 
according  to  that  plan,  we  must  be 
molded  and  shaped  prior  to  being  cast 
into  the  perfect  place.  When  we  truly 
recognize  that  there  is  a  master  plan,  we 
can  welcome  any  too!  that  comes  to 
prepare  us  to  behold  our  perfect  place. 
.  When  we  are  shaped  and  molded  by  life 
according  to  God's  perfect  plan,  the 
world  is  amjized  and  blessed  by  our 
beauty,  and  longevity. 

Afterirard  By  Earl  Horlon, 
GBSC  Adoplion  and  Foster  Care 

Director  of  Public  Relations 
The  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry  would  like  to  bid  farewell  to  the 
Reverend  (iwen  I  lorton.  She  was  instru- 
mental of  recognizing  the  need  of  the 
GBSC  to  lead  the  recruitment  efforts  to 
get  the  faith  communities  actively 
involved  of  |)lacing  African  American 
children  into  permanent  homes.  She 
provided  adoption  and  foster  care  train- 
ing, information,  participation  in  state 
recruitment  projects,  and  the  opportuni- 
ty to  allow  us  to  present  our  ministry 
nationally  at  the  NACAC  conference. 
I  his  ministry  has  certainly  made  huge 
strides  of  identifying  African  American 
singles  and  couples  in  the  faith  commu- 
nities to  adopt  or  foster  a  child.  The 
GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry  will  continue  its  outreach 
through  Bridges  Incorporated,  the 
recruitment  arm  of  the  Convention. 
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(PLEASE  CONTACT  CHURCHES 
FOR  SPECIFIC  QUALIFICA- 
TIONS SOME  REQUIRE  3  OR 
MORE  YEARS  PASTORAL  EXPE- 
RIENCE, SEMINARY  TRAINING, 
MISSIONARY  BA PTIST  ORDINA- 
TION, MUSICAL  SKILLS) 
(FOR  SPECIFIC  CHURCH  QUALIFICA- 
TIONS CONTACT  THE  PULPIT  COM- 
MITTEE) 

PASTORS 

MOUNT  OLIVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Bayboro,  NC:  ciinently  accepting 
applications  for  a  Pastor.  Interested  applicants 
should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

3.  One  business  and  two  personal  references 
(no  family  references) 

Send  information  to: 

Mayor  B.  Credle,  Deacon  Chairman 

Mt.  Olive  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

5972  NC  Highway  304 

Bayboro,  NC  285 1 5 

OLIVE  BRANCH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 

CHURCH,  Elizabeth  City,  NC:  currently 

accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor,  interested 

applicants  should  provide  a  resume. 

Send  information  to: 

The  Pulpit  Committee 

Brother  Elonza  Joyner,  Chairperson 

106  Graves  Avenue 

Elizabeth  City,  NC  27909 

elonzajoynertohotmail.com 

SAVANNAH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Fayetteville,  NC:  currently  accept- 
ing letters  of  interest  and  resumes  for  the  posi- 
tion Of  Senior  Pastor.  Interested  applicants 
should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume  or  Letter  of  Interest 

2.  A  copy  Missionary  Baptist  religious  cre- 
dentials: License/Ordination 

3.  Five  personal  references  (two  from 
Ministers) 

Send  information  to: 

The  Pulpit  Committee 

ATTN:  Sister  Ernestine  Tucker 

Savannah  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

6676  Tabor  Church  Road 

Fayetteville,  NC  28310 

PASTOR:  OAKEY  GROVE  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Clayton,  NC:  current- 
ly accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor  with 
strong  Missionary  Baptist  roots.  We  are  affili- 
ated with  the  Johnston  District  Missionary 
Baptist  Association  and  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention.  Interested  applicants  should 
provide  the  following: 

I .'  A  resume  '   .'  ■ 


2.'  Personal  references 

Send  infonnalioii  to: 

Oakey  Grove  Baplisl  Church 

Pulpit  Search  Commillee 

Deacon  Loomis  Hodges,  Chairperson 

PO  Bo.\  2435 

Smithfield,  NC  27577 

MOUNT  CARMLL  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Elizabeth  Cily,  NC: 
currently  accepting  applications  for  an 
ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Pastor.  Interested 
applicants  should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  Salary  Negotiable  based  on  experience  and 
qualifications 

Send  information  to: 

Mt.  Carmel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

Pulpit  Committee 

PO  Box  1421 

Elizabeth  City,  NC  27906-1421 

FIRST   BAPTIST   CHARITY  CHURCH, 
Greenevers,  NC:  currently  accepting  applica- 
tions for  a  Pastor.  Services  are  first,  second, 
third  and  fourth  Sundays.    Interested  appli- 
cants should  provide  a  resume. 
Send  information  to: 
Deacon  Femald  Rawles,  Jr. 
'920  Pasture  Branch  Road 
Rose  Hill,  NC  28458 

MOUNT  PLEASANT  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Harrellsville,  NC  is  cur- 
rently accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor.  The 
church  is  located  in  Hertford  County. 
Interested  applicants  should  provide  the  fol- 
lowing: 

1 .  A  Resume 

2.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

3.  Two  personal  references  (no  family  refer- 
ences) 

Send  information  to: 

Mount  Pleasant  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Pastoral  Search  Committee 
ATTN:  Deacon  Eugene  White 
815  Swains  Mill  Road 
Harrellsville,  Nc  27942 

CHINQUAPIN       GROVE  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Mocksville,  NC:  currently  accept- 
ing applications  for  a  Pastor.  The  church  is  a 
small  rural  congregation.  Interested  applicants 
should  provide  a  Resume. 
Send  information  to: 
Chinquapin  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Pastoral  Search  Committee 
Mr.  Richard  Moore,  Chairman 
4462  NC  Hwy,  801  North 
Mocksville,  NC  27028 
336-998-3362 

UNION  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Warrenton,  NC:  currently  accepting  applica- 
tions for  a  PastoT.  Interested  applicants  should 


provide  tire  following: 

A  Resume 

Send  information  lo: 

Brother  Alonza  Jones,  Board  Chairman 

Pastoral  Search  Committee 

Route  2,  Bo.\  1 28 

Norlina,  NC  27563 

GALILEE       MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Oakboro,  NC  is  currently  accept- 
ing applications  for  a  Pastor  with  strong 
Missionary  Baptist  roots.  The  church  is  locat- 
ed in  Stanley  County,  45  minutes  east  of 
Charlotte.    We  are  affiliated  with  the  Zion 
Missionary   Baptist   Association   and  the 
General  Baptist  State  Convention.  Interested 
applicants  should  provide  a  resume: 
Send  information  to: 
Deacon  James  Ashcraft 
Pulpit  Search  Committee 
PO  Box  644 
Oakboro,  NC  28129 

FIRST  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Thomasville,  NC:  currently  accepting  applica- 
tions-for  a  Pastor  with  strong  Missionary 
Baptist  roots.     We  are  affiliated  with  the 
Johnston     District     Missionary  Baptist 
Association  and  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention.  Interested  applicants  should  pro- 
vide a  resume.  Send  information  to: 
Tanya  M.  Autry,  Chairperson 
Pastoral  Search  Committee 
First  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
103  Church  Street 
Thomasville,  NC  27360 

GREATER  LOVELY  HILL  BAPTIST  Church 
Warrenton,  NC:  currently  accepting  applica- 
tions for  a  Pastor  with  strong  Missionary 
Baptist  roots.  We  are  located  in  Warren 
County.  Interested  applicants  should  provide 
the  following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

Send  information  to: 
Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Branch 
PO  Box  52 
Warrenton,  NC  27589 

EBENEZER        BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Newburgh,  NY:  currently  accepting  applica- 
tions for  Senior  Pastor  with  strong  Baptist 
roots.  The  Committee  will  provide  each  candi- 
date with  an  application  packet. 
Send  request  to: 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church 
ATTN:  Deacon  Milton  Buxton/Confidential 
PO  Box  248 

Newburgh,  NY  12551-0248 

MICHENER  MEMORIAL  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Smithfield,  NC:  membership 
approximately  75,  is  currently  accepting  appli- 
cations for  a  Pastor  with  strong  Missionary 


Baptist  roots.  We  are  affiliated  with  the 
Jolinston  Disti'ic!  Missionary  Baptist 
Assix'icilion  and  the  .(icneral  liaptist  Stale 
Convention.  Interested  applicants  should  pro- 
vide the  following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  At  least  three  no  mure  than  t1\  e  personal 
references 

Send  information  to: 

Mitchener  Memorial  Baptist  Church 

Pulpit  Search  Committee  ,  c/o  Deacon 

Nathaniel  L.  Sanders,  Jr. 

308  Snead  Drive 

Clayton,  NC  27520 

SHADY  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  East 
Spencer,  NC:  currently  accepting  applications 
for  a  Pastor  with  strong  Missionary  Baptist 
roots.  Interested  applicants  should  provide  the 
following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  At  least  four  references:  (2)  business  (2) 
personal 

3.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

Send  information  to: 

Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church 

ATTN:  Clarence  A.  Jones,  Chairperson 

PO  Box  447 

East  Spencer,  NC  28039 

FOSTER  MEMORIAL  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Rocky  Mount,  NC:  cur- 
rently accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor  with 
strong  Missionary  Baptist  roots.  Interested 
applicants  should  provide  a  resume. 
Send  information  to: 

Foster  Memorial  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
The  Pulpit  Committee 
C/o  Mr.  Hiawatha  Knight 
PO  Box  6317 

Rocky  Mount,  NC  27802-6317 

MOUNT  CALVARY  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Wilmington,  NC:  cur- 
rently accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor  with 
strong  Missionary  Baptist  roots.  Interested 
applicants  should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume  or  Letter  of  Interest 

2.  A  t  least  five  references:  (Two  can  be  min- 
isters) 

3.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

Send  infonnation  to: 

Mount  Calvary  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
ATTN:  Rena  Lennon 
PO  Box  1970 
Wilmington,  NC  28420 

CHURCH:  of  Tarboro,  North  Carolina  27886 
seeking  a  pastor. 

•  He  must  be  experienced 

•  Well  seasoned 

•  He  must  believe  in  the  word  of  god 

•  He  must  live  by  the  word  of  god 

•  Willing  to  teach  Sunday  school  and  bible  .  . 
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SHILOH       MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Kittrell,  NC:  currently  accepting 
applications    for   a   Pastor   with  strong 
Missionary  Baptist  roots..  Interested  appli- 
cants should  provide  a  resume  with  cover  let- 
ter of  interest 
Send  information  to: 
Shiloh  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Pulpit  Search  Committee 
PO  Box  175 
Kittrell,  NC  7544-0175 
252-492-0567 

EASTERN  STAR  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  of  Tarboro,  North  Carolina  27886 
seeking  a  pastor^ 

•  He  must  be  experienced 

•  Well  seasoned 

•  He  must  believe  in  the  word  of  god 

•  He  must  live  by  the  word  of  god 

•  Willing  to  teach  Sunday  school  and  bible 
study  class 

•  Must  be  between  the  age  of  25-55 
Please  submit  Resume  to: 

Pulpit  Committee 

Eastern  Star  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Post  Office  Box  1677 
Tarboro,  North  Carolina  27886 

CHURCH  MUSICIANS 

1.  Born-again  Christian,  Spirit-tilled,  and 
divinely  gifted  in  music  ministry. 

2.  Willingness  to  spiritually  align  the  music 
ministry  with  Pastoral  vision. 

3.  Able  to  play  the  piano.  Keyboard  and/or 
organ;  able  to  read  music  and  versatile. 

4.  Able  to  prepare  choirs  for  Sunday 
morning  worship  services  and  other  servic- 
es. 

5.  Able  to  teach,  as,  well  as  direct  choirs, 
with  humility  and  love. 

6.  Able  to  rehearse  with  all  choirs  on 
schedule,  and  available  for  all  Sunday  serv- 
ices 

7.  Able  to  accompany  Pastor  and  choirs  to 
other  services  as  required  (or  ensure  quali- 
fied substitute  is  available). 

8.  Able  to  select  appropriate  hymns  and 
songs  for  worship. 

THE    CEDAR    GROVE  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  GIBSON,  N.C.  seek- 
ing a  person  to.  serve  as  Church  Musician. 
Qualifications:  Salary  negotiable.  Please  send 
resume  to  Cedar  Grove  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  at  this  address. 
Cedar  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
14600  Railroad  St. 
Gibson,  NC  28343 

THE  CENTER  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in 
Gatonia,  NC  currently  seeks  a  Minister  of 
Music.  Salary  is  commensurate  with  training 
and  experience.  Please  send  cover  letter  and 
Resume  \o:    •  '  • 
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Center  Baptist  Church.  Attention: 

Personnel  Committee. 

POB  550064 

Gastonia,  NC.  28055 

or  fax  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 

Personnel  Committee  at:  704-824-7683. 

CHURCH  MUSICIAN  NEEDED: 
Knowledge  of  music  and  the  ability  to  play  by 
ear  is  appreciated.  Presently,  morning  worship 
service  is  held  every  fourth  (4th)  Sunday,  but 
we  are  considering  an  additional  Sunday  for 
services.  Must  be  able  to  play  for  youth  choir 
and  adult  choir.  Church  is  located  in  Warren 
County,  North  Carolina.  For  further  informa- 
tion, please  call: 
(252)  257-0221. 

EMMANUEL  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  seeks  Full-time  Christian  Minister 
of  Music.  Loyal  and  (Committed  to  Gods  pro- 
gram.) Must  possess  people  skills,  be  trained 
as  a  Musician,  Conductor,  and  Choir  Director. 
Salary:  Commensurate  with  training  and  expe- 
rience. Interested  persons  may  send 
resume/portfolio  to: 
Attention: 

Trustees  Emmanuel  Missionary 
Baptist  Church 
913 .N.  Highland  Street 
Gastonia,  NC  25052 

EVANS  GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  of  Wake  Forest  seeks  musician. 
1 .)  The  duties  include  working  directly  with 
the  Pastor  in  order  to  assist  and  cooperate 
with  him  in  Christian  Worship,  2.)  Playing 
during  Sunday  morning  worship  service,  3.) 
Rehearsing  with  various  choirs  one  night  per 
week,  4.)  And  accompanying  the  Pastor  on 
engagements  to  other  churches.  Please  for- 
ward a  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 
Evans  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
1 2700  Creedmoor  Road 
Highway  50 
Wake  Forest,  NC  27587 
(919)  870-8874 

THE  FRIENDSHIP  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  accepting  resumes  for  a  Church 
Musician.  For  Specific  Qualifications:  send 
inquiry  to  the  address  listed  below. 
Salary  negotiable: 
715  West  Willis  Ave. 
High  Point,  NC  27260 

GALILEE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH:  seeks  ministrer  of  music.  Must  be 
a  Christian  available  to  serve  every  Sunday. 
Prepare  Choirs  and  Praise  Team  for  Sunday 
morning  worship.  Rehearse  with  choirs 
scheduled  times.  Be  available  to  -  -^'"Pa"y 
Pastor  and  choirs  to  ch,--  '""^tions.  Direct 
congregation  in  P^^^regational  hymns.  Must 
be  able  to  f"^)/  '^^^^  music 


to 


To  Apply  call: 

(704)       532-6813       or  E-mail 

GalileeNC(@aol.com 

Galille  Missionary  Baptist 

RO.  Box  644,  Oakboro,  NC  28129 


THE  PENN  AVENUE  MOUNT  OLIVE 

BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Lewiston:  seeking  a 

musician  for  a  station  church,  a  Christian,  who 

is  responsible,  has  good  character  and  a  good 

reputation. 

Requirements: 

*Plays  the  organ  and  piano 

*Able  to  work  with  a  diverse  group  of  singers 

*Experienced  in  all  sacred  music 

*Reads  music  and  is  versatile  in  playing  by 

ear 

Send  resumes  or  responses  to: 
Mount  Olive  Baptist  Church 
PO  Box  214, 

Lewiston- Woodville,  NC  27849 
Attention:  William  W.  Peele  Jr. 

THE  PENN  AVENUE  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Oxford.  NC.  current- 
ly seeking  a  Minister  of  Music 
Specificc  Qualifications: 
*Will  be  responsible  with  the  pastor's 
approval  in  hiring  other  musicians  if  deemed 
necessary. 
Salary:  Negotiable 

Sunday  worship  services.  Service  begins  each 
Sunday  at  1 1  am  with  the  exception  of  5th 
Sunday  services  which  begin  at  10  am.  Please 
send  resume  to  the  above  listed  address  or 
inquiries  may  he  made  by  calling  one  of  the 
above  listed  numbers. 

THE  ST.  PAUL  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  seeks  a  person  to  serve  as  church 
musician 


Salary  negotiable 

St.  Paul  missionary  baptist  church  is  a  spirit 

Filled,  Christian  church  that  worships  on  the 

2nd  ,  3rd   ,  4th  and  5th  Sundays.  Services 

begin  at  1 1a.m. 

Please  submit  your  resume  to: 

Thomas  j.  Gibson,  choir  president  at  the 

address  listed  below 

St.  Paul  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

Post  Office  Box  3525 

Pinehurst,  ,North  Carolina  28374 

Rev.  Robert  L.  Taylor,  Pastor 

(910)-215-9817  . 

Or  leave  a  message  at  (910)-295-74  13 

THE  SPRING  GREEN  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH:  seeks  a  Minister  of 
Music  to  provide  musical  direction  and 
accompaniment  for  4  choirs  in  the  church. 
This  person  will  work  closely  with  the  Pastor 
to  provide  spiritual  leadership  in  the  ministry 
of  Jesus  Christ  through  music,  i.e.  hymns,  spir- 
itual songs,  and  praise  and  worship  music  that 
glorifies  God. 

We  are  excepting  resumes  from  candidates 
with  the  appropriate  qualifications.  For  addi- 
tional information  please  send  inquiry  or 
resume  to: 

Spring  Green  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
PO  Box  924,  Warrenton,  NC  27589 
Rev.  Dennis  G.  Lindsay,  Pastor 

UNION  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Minister  of  Music  or  organist  needed: 

Please  send  resume  to: 

Union  Baptist  Church 

110  Lincoln  Ave. 

Lexington,  NC  27292 

Attn:  Rev.  Darrell  L.  Thomas 

Or  call  336-243-1648  and  leave  your  name 

and  number. 


CedGa'Waiton 
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EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY-TREASURER 
LOGAN  APPEALS  FOR  VAN 

The  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carohna 
needs  a  VAN.  If  you,  your  Church  or  Association  has  a  van 
you  are  wilhng  to  donate  to  the  "WORK."  Please  contact: 
Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr.,  603 
South  Wilmington  Street, 
Raleigh,  NC  27601-2338,  919- 
821-7466;  800-639-4272; 
iloganfegbsc.org 


T  "/aft  MAi'ik^  i, 

603  S.  Wilmington  Street 
Raleigh,  NC  27601 

fion  of  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention  ff 
X  oicc  of  500  (K)0  \ortfi  C  -^rolina  BaptI 


NC  BAPTIST  STATE  CONVENTION  and  GBSC,  INC.  BUILD  HISTORY 


By  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr.,  Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer 

The  NC  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
North  Carolina  and  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention  of  North  Carolina, 
Inc.,  are  building  history.  For  the  past 
year  the  Baptist  Laymen  of  North 
Carolina  and  the  GBSC  Laymen  League 
have  been  planning  to  build  homes  for 
Eastern  North  Carolina  Hurricane 
Survivors. 

On  July  10,  2002  the  project  became 
a  reality.  Pictured  are  members  of  both 
Conventions  on  July  20,  2002  when  the 
homes  were  framed-in.  In  ten  days  two 
homes  were  build  from  the  ground  up. 

Dr.  James  Royston,  Executive  Director 
of  the  NCBSC;  Dr.  John  D.  Fuller,  Sr, 
President  of  the  GBSC;  Dr  Archie  D. 
Logan,  Jr.,  Executive  Secretary,  GBSC, 
and  Dr.  Thurman  B.  Everett,  GBSC 
Housing  Consultant/Chairman  have 
coordinated  the  project.  Also  the 
NCBSC  Men  and  GBSC  Laymen's 
League  have  been  on  sight  each  day. 
GBSC  Laymen  President  Jaivis  Morgan; 
GBSC  Field  Coordinator,  Mr.  Romas 
Hales  and  Reverend  James  Richardson, 
NCBSC  have  assisted  in  scheduling,  coor- 
dination and  planning  for  the  project.  We 
are  grateful  for  all  the  volunteers  and  per- 
sons who  have  made  this  project  a  suc- 
cess. The  Town  of  Princeville  has  help  us: 
Mayor  Delia  Perkins,  Town  Manager 
Bobby  Hopkins;  Housing  Coordinator, 
Emma  Davis;  Town  Zoning  Manager, 
Samuel  Knight  and  the  Town  Council 
have  been  so  helpfiil. 


Joint  Session  Volunteers  Help  Build  Homes  in  Princeville,  NC^ 


The  two  Conventions  joined  in  a  "joint 
session"  May  8,  2002,  at  the  Emmanuel 
Baptist  Church,  Winston-Salem,  NC,  Dr. 
John  Mendez,  Pastor  and  announced  the 
start  of  the  new  project.  The  two  largest 
Baptist  Conventions  in  the  State  are 
building  "Homes  For  Survivors"  together. 
Following  the  1999  Hurricane  Floyd  dis- 
aster both  Conventions  assisted  survivors 
with  financial  assistance;  materials  for 
survival,  home  repairs  and,  new  housing 
construction.  The  two  Conventions  have 
entered  into  a  new  project  in  Eastern 
North  Carolina  to  rebuild  homes  devas- 
tated by  Hurricane  Floyd.   The  "Joint 


Recovery  Projecf  will  include  an  intense 
evangelism  outreach  and  programs  to 
improve  race  relations  in  the 
State/NationAVorld.  Dr.  Everett,  said:  ". 
.  .  its  more  than  hitting  nails  we  want  to 
identify  those  needing  salvation. 

Laymen  of  both  Conventions;  other 
volunteers;  and,  companionate  contrac- 
tors are  building  homes  in  Phoenix 
\illage,  A  Princeville,  NC,  sub-division 
owned  by  the  GBSC,  Inc.,  to  make 
affordable  housing  a  reality  in  the  lives  of 
the  "survivors"  and  low/moderate  income 
families.  For  the  first  time  in  history  the 
two  conventions  have  joined  with  the 


Town  of  Princeville,  the  NC  Community 
Development  initiative  of  North  Carolina, 
NC.  This  project  is  historic  because  faith- 
based  organizations  are  living  the  creeds 
of  their  faith. 

The  leadership  of  both  Conventions 
has  taken  bold  stands  for  Kingdom 
Building,  with  this  work,  we  have  done 
something  that  has  never  been  attempted 
or  done  before  in  Baptist  Life:  we  want  to 
reach  unsaved  persons;  improve  race 
relations;  and  make  a  difference  in  the 
lives  of  persons  who  survived  the  most 
devastating  flood  in  the  last  500  years  in 
this  State." 

Not  only  are  the  two  conventions 
building  homes  but  also  they  are  building 
lives  of  the  lost  and  changing  lives  of 
members  of  both  Conventions.  President 
Fuller  went  on  to  say:  "If  we  cannot  live 
together  down  here,  how  can  we  expect  to 
dwell  in  heaven  together?  It  is  a  partner- 
ship from  God"The  POWER  of  God  in 
Christ  can  break  down  walls  of  separation 
and  culture!  Daily  volunteers  work 
together  on  the  site.  Fellowship  at  lunch 
time  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Tarboro,  NC 
on  main  street.  The  NCBSC  and  the 
GBSC  encourage  other  organizations  of 
faith  to  join  us  in  this  witness  of  Kingdom 
Building  and  Evangelism.  Out  goal  is  to 

History  Continues  on  page  7 
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Will  the  Lord  be  pleased  with  thou- 
sands of  rants,  or  with  ten  thou- 
sands of  rivers  of  oilY  Shall  I  give 
my  firstborn  for  niy  transgression, 
the  fruit  of  nn-  body  for  the  sin  of 
my  soulY  He  hath  showed  thee,  0 
man,  what  is  good;  and  what  doth 
the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do 
justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  ami  to 
walk  humbly  with  thy  God?  (KJV 
Micah  6:T,  S). 

At  the  outset  of  this  article,  I  had 
thought  initially  to  go  iti  a  completely  dif- 
ferent direction  focusing  on  the  never- 
ending  task  of  theolog\'  for  those  who 
occupy  the  pulpit,  and  the  pew.  The  for- 
mer President  of  (ITC)  The 
Interdenominational  Theological  Center 
in  Atlanta,  Georgia  Dr  Robert  Prank'in; 
frequently  used  the  term  public  theolo- 
gian, which  I  believe  includes  all  of  God's 
children  engaged  in  the  search  for  the 
expressions  of  God  in  the  midst  of  the 
human  predicament,  i  he  unpredictable 
and  varying  nature  of  the  human  experi- 
ence and  condition  often  demands  believ- 
ers, and  especially  those  called  to  pro- 
claim God's  word  to  be  diligent  about  the 
prophetic  work  in  and  with  the  Word  of 
God.  "Phe  Afiostle  Paul  encouraged  young 
pastor  "1  imothy  to  be  a  student,  engaged 
in  study  that  he  might  gain  God's 
approval  and  ultimately  be  able  to  right- 
ly divifle  the  Word  of  truth.  It  should  be 
understood  lliat  truth  is  not  merely  to  be 


"A  Word,  to  a  Morally  Errant  Nation" 

by 

Reverend  Dermis  Leach  BS.  M.  Div., 

found  in  the  study  of  God's  Word,  as  it  is 
in  the  doing  of  his  Word,  especially  as  it 
relates  to  the  treatment  of  others.  It  is  the 
truth  of  God,  exemplified  in  the  life  and 
work  of  Jesus  that  liberates  us  to  be  bet- 
ter disciples  and  humane  towards  all  peo- 
ple (.John  8:31,32).  Is  it  possible  in  his  let- 
ter to  Timothy  that  Paul  could  have  been 
alluding  to  something  other  than  the 
Bible,  as  we  know  it?  For  certainly  there 
was  no  New  Testament  to  be  considered 
in  a  finalized  form  of  27  books  that  we 
now  have. 

Although,  I  agree  that  as  the  church 
we  need  basic  beliefs  that  we  all  shar  e  for 
the  sake  of  doctrinal  unity  and  conformi- 
ty, I  do  not  believe  that  the  application 
and  interpretation  of  scripture  should  be 
limited  to  a  cleric  few.  I  think  this  has 
been  the  approach  of  many  Black 
churches  especially  coming  out  of  slavery, 
when  some  historians  suggest  that  the 
clergy  may  have  been  the  only  academi- 
cally trained  persons  in  the  community.  I 
often  tell  people  that  when  I  went  to  the 
seminary  I  arrived  with  my  mothers  the- 
ology, and  when  I  left  it  was  still  intact. 
Although  1  was  open  to  the  academic 
process,  and  changed  by  it  my  mother's 
theology  survived  because  it  was  birthed 
and  tested  in  the  midst  of  some  of  the 
harshest  conditions  urban  and  rural.  Prior 
to  going  I  had  heard  statements  like: 
"when  you  go  you  better  take  the  Lord 
with  you,  because  you  may  not  find  him 
there.'"   But.   my   mothers  theology 
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informed  me  that  wherever  I  was.  GofI 
was  there,  even  in  the  seminary. 

Whether,  or  not  you'fit  into  the  cate- 
goi-y  of  a  public  or  private  theologian  all 
of  us  must  wrestle  with  the  implications 
of  God's  revelation  biblically  in  relation- 
ship to  the  world  we  know.  For  African 
Americans  this  is  deeply  rooted  in  the  reli- 
gious mythology  of  our  7^frican  ancestors. 
God  was  seen,  and  sought  in  the  midst  of 
the  human  condition.  y\nd,  according  to 
Di'.  John  Mbiti,  an  Anglican  priest  and 
Ganon  Professor  in-  his  book: 
Introduction  to  African  Religion, 
God  was  not  only  seen  as  being  every- 
where, but  also  involved  with  the  world 
God  created.  This  included  the  lives  of  his 
highest  created  beings,  men  and  women. 
That  world  can  often  be  fraught  with 
social  inconsistencies,  injustice,  chaos,  , 
and  calamities.  Pmd,  in  the  midst  of  this 
God  sends  a  prophetic  word  to  those  who 
curry  favor  hom  God  as  His  children. 
Geremonially  they  have  dotted  all  the 
'Ts"  and  crossed  all  the  "T's"  religiously. 
But  pure  religion  goes  beyond  the  bound- 
aries of  ceremonialism,  and  God  using  his 
standards  weighs  its  worth. 

Micah  stands  solidly  with  Amos, 
Rosea,  and  Isaiah  as  a  fierce  champion  of 
pure  worship  of  the  Lord  and  social  jus- 
tice, and  shares  with  them  the  word  of 
judgment  against  God  s  own  people.  The 
Lord  has  a  controversy  with  this  people 
because  they  have  forgotten  the  saving 
acts  of  old  and  what  it  means  to  walk 
luimbly  with  your  God.  In  a  series  of 
rhetorical  (juestions  the  pfo[)het  sums  up 
the  legal,  ethical,  and  covenantal  requiie- 
ments  of  religion.  No  matter  how  you 
slice  religion;  i(  means  absolutely  nothing 
if  il  (Iocs  iiol  e(|iiale  lo  justice  for  all  peo- 
ple. Il  IS  a  inoiallv  weak  willed  religion 
(hat  promoles  injustice,  racism,  and 
hatred  of  others.  For  this  reason  I  have  a 
bone  to  \)wk  with  America.  Recently  the 
Ninth  Gii  cuil  Gourt  of  Appeals  stirred  up 
quite  a  fuss  when  it  ruled  that  the  line  in 
(he  Pledge  Mlegiance  to  the  Hag  that  said: 
one  iialion,  under  God,  was  unconstitu- 


Dr.  Fuller 

tional.  I  would  later  learn  that  the  line 
had  been  added  to  the  pledge  in  1954. 
My  first  question  was  not  why  it  was 
ruled  unconstitutional  by  the  court,  but 
what  does  it  really  mean  to  be:  one 
nation,  and  under  God?  Out  of  cuiios- 
ity  I  rechccked  the  record  book:  The 
Black  Almanac,  From  Itwolunlary 
Servitude  (1619-1860)  to  a  Return  to  the 
Mainstream}'  (1973-1976),  by  Alton 
Hornsby,  Jr,  Ghairman  of  the  History 
Department  at  Morehouse  Gollege.  1  only 
concerned  myself  with  what  transpired 
from'1954-1976  as  it  related  to  the  treat- 
ment of  African  Americans  in  this  country. 

As  you  could. imagine  I'm  still  shaking 
my  head,  and  I  don't  know  what  they 
mean  by  one  nation  under  God!  From  the 
brutal  killing  of  Emmet  fill  a  fourteen 
year  old  Black,  to  the  bombing  of  homes, 
and  churches  that  killed  lour  little  Black 
angels  attending  Sunday  school,  to  the 
lynching  of  Mack  Parker,  to  the  killing  of 
Medgar  Fveis,  to  the  killing  of  three  civil 
rights  workers  in  Philadelphia 
Mississippi,  and  this  all  happened 
between  1954-1964.  Killings,  vicious 
bealiiiiis.  and  the  assassination  of  Dr 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr..  continued  (he 
onslauglil  of  injustices  suffered  by  people 
of  color  in  this,  one  nation  under  (iod. 
America  has  proven  over  and  over  again 
that  il  is  capable  of  perverting  justice, 
abandoning  mercy,  and  walking  arro- 
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Errant  Nation  continued  from  page  2 
gantly  with  God.  As  an  American,  I 
wished  this  country  were  the  nation  it 
claims  to  be.  I  wished  discrimination,  and 
racism  were  not  a  common  part  of 
America's  historical  and  current  social 
disposition.  A  review  of  the  past  and  pres- 
ent continues  to  show  the  unwillingness  of 
this  nation  to  do  justice,  love  mercy,  and 
walk  humbly  with  its  God. 

The  word  "theology"  comes  from  the 
Greek  theologia,  theos,  "God,'"  and 
logos,  "speech."  It  is  understood  as  lan- 
guage or  discourse  about  God.  The 
Westminster  Dictionary  of  Theological 
Terms  says:  "that  it  can  be  a  scientific, 
methodological  attempt  to  understand 
God's  divine  revelation,  and  that  it  has 
classically  been  seen  as  "faith  seeking 
understanding."  For  that  reason,  theolo- 
gy is  a  never-ending  task  inherited  by 
those  summoned  to  proclaim  the  Gospel 
of  God  in  Jesus  Christ  through  the  power 
of  God's  Spirit.  And,  prophecy  seems  to 
be  part  and  parcel  of  the  preachers'  the- 
ological task,  and  sometimes  a  "-homilet- 
ical"  appendage.  Prophecy,  to  speak  on 
behalf  of  God  is  to  communicate  God's 
will  for  a  situation.  I  recently  heard  a 
preacher  say  that  there  are  no  more 
prophets,  and  he  offered  as  proof  positive 
this  statement:  "all  that  God  has  to  say 
has  been  said,  and  is  written  in  the 
Bible." 

From  a  biblical  point  of  view  prophe- 
cy can  be  twofold,  general  and  specific. 
Micah's  prophecy  was  general  in  that  it 
was  to  the  entire  nation  of  Israel.  Isaiah's 
prophecy  to  Hezekiah  was  specific  in  that 
it  was  personally  to  him,  and  it  addressed 


his  own  situation.  Thnc  are  many 
instances  of  general  and  specific  piophe- 
cies  recorded  in  the  Bible.  For  me,  the  loss 
of  the  prophetic  voice  would  mean  that  a 
death  has  occurred  for  the  people  of  God. 
The  death  of  God's  message  or  voice  for, 
or  to  his  people  in  specific  instances. 
When  a  man  steals  an  election,  God  has 
nothing  to  say.  When  Enron,  and 
Worldcom  executives  make  out  like  fat 
rats,  God  has  nothing  to  say.  When  a 
nation  can't  find  an  Eric  Rudolph,  but 
wants  us  to  believe  it  can  find  an  Osama 
Bin  Laden  by  bombing  an  already  devas- 
tated country,  God  has  nothing  to  say. 
WTien  a  nation  refuses  to  deal  with  the 
social  injustices  of  its  past,  God  has  noth- 
ing to  say.  When  politicians  care  more 
about  the  big  money  corporations  pro- 
vide than  helping  an  aging  population 
with  affordable  prescription  drugs,  God 
has  nothing  to  say.  And,  that  God  has 
notfiing  to  say  to  or  for  the  present  or 
future  generations  no  matter  what  is 
going  on.  But  the  God  talked  about  in  the 
Bible,  who  makes  his  presence  known 
outside  of  the  Bible,  is  always  speaking  to 
the  sorrows  and  sufferings  of  people 
everywhere.  How  shall  they  hear  without 
a  preacher?  And,  how  shall  they  preach 
except  they  are  sent?  He  that  hath  an  ear 
to  hear  let  them  hear  what  the  Spirit  is 
saying  to,  and  through  the  church. 
The  preacher,  or  prophet  spoke  with  an 
ear  to  hear  God's  utterances,  and  an  eye 
on  the  religious  and  social  conditions  of 
his  people  or  nation.  They  engaged  in  the 
highest  form  of  theology,  a  theology  of 
divine  relatedness.  How  we  relate  to  God, 
and  how  we  relate  to  each  other 


Afi  icans  have  l)een  forced  to  engage  in 
the  theological  task  hv  t1ie  sheer  weight 
of  the  human  conditions  placml  upon 
them  in  this  country.  The  late  Dr. 
Howard  Thurman,  in  his  book:  Deep 
Hirer  and  the  Negro  Spiritual 
Speaks  of  Life  and  Death,  wrote  that 
as  a  young  man  it  was  his  responsibility 
to  read  the  Bible  to  his  grandmothei"  who 
had  been  a  slave.  He  said  that  his  grand- 
mother would  not  want  him  to  read  any- 
thing written  by  the  Apostle  Paul  other 
than  first  Corinthians  chapter  thirteen. 
When  he  got  older  he  said  he  finally 
asked  his  grandmother  why  she  did  not 
like  Paul's  writings,  and  she  said  that  as 
a  slave,  the  master  would  preach  to  them 
from  Paul's  message,  slaves  be  obedient 
to  your  master,  and  for  that  reason  she 
did  not  like  Paul.  For  the  sake  of  the 
preservation  of  her  own  human  spirit, 
she  resisted  the  negative  interpretation 
and  application  of  God's  Word  for  her 
own  situation.  There  is  a  word  from  the 
Lord,  ancf  it  speaks-not  only  to  yesterday. 


l)ii(  also  to  today,  and  tomorrow. 
Somf^imes  that  word  is  in  the  Bible, 
other  times  its  in  the  heart  or  spirit  of  one 
of  God's  children.  And,  like  the  words  of 
Micah  it  cries  out  ^or  justice,  mercy,  and 
humility.  There  is  a  word  from  the  Lord. 
The  songwriter  said:  troubles  .don't  last 
always.  Walletegether  children  and  don't 
you  get  weary,  walk  together  children 
and  don't  you  get  weary.  The  voice  that 
whispers,  God  hears  it.  The  eyes  that  cry, 
God  sees  it.  The  -heart  that  sinks,  God 
feels  it.  God  hears,  God  sees,  God  knows, 
and  God  cares!  - 
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Dr.  Brodie 
PIUISE  GOD! 


By  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 
Brodie 

To  God  be  the  glory  for  die  great 
things  He  continues  to  accomplish 
through  our  Annual  Sessions.  What  a 
joyful  time  in  the  Lord  did  we  have 

during  our  1 1 8^'^  Annual  Session  held 
in  Winston -Salem.  We  arc  grateful  to 
all  of  you  who  participated  in  some  way 
or  another  (singing,  [graying,  teaching, 
ushering,  prcacliiiig.  praising,  thanking, 
encouraging,  giving.  (Iisciissing.  speak- 
ing, reporting,  doing  anything  else  lo 
the  glory  of  God). 

lo  Reverend  P.O.  Bass..|r..  Mt. 
Vernon,  aiul  odier  imtsoms  of  I  ligh  Point 
who  lielped  lo  ho^l  lliis  irMMoii.  \\c 
express  our  gi  atilude. 

The  given  progress  financial  re|)ort 
for  the  first  ten  months  of  the  2001-  • 
2002  fiscal  year  showed  that  approxi- 
malely  the  anioiiiK  of  S495.844.Q4 
has  been  recei\e(l  tow  ard  llie  missions 
budget  of  S801.357.()0.  A  balance  of 
approximately  S-iOo.ori.Ot)  in  needed 
lo  realize  the  fiiiuls  for  llie  objeclives 
Willi  whom  we  share  diis  hscal  year, 
ending  August  31,  2002. 
('Iieeks/money  orders  for  tlie 
Woman's  (Convention  slioultl  be 
made  payal)le  to  tlie  Woman's 
Baptist  State  Convention  or 
Woman's  Baptist  Home  &;  Foreign 
Missionary  (Convention  and  sent  to 
the  Woman's  Baptist  State 


Convention.  P.O.  Box  1818.  Raleigh. 
NC  27602. 

Our  fiscal  year  ends  August  31, 
2002;  let  us  cluirclies  send  quotas  and 
all  L  nions.  Auxiliaries.  Districts  send 
other  monies  to  the  Kxecutive  Office  of 
the  Woman's  Convention  before  lliis 
time.  In  order  lo  help  us  meel  llie  need- 
ed Stale  .Missions  section  of  our  2001- 
2002  Budget,  please  give  25%  to  50% 
more  than  your  designated  fjuota  or 
intended  gift  for  the  cause  of  missions. 
Stale  Missions  include  lelreats,  confer- 
ences, camp,  workshops,  books  <S:  sii|)- 
plies,  office  equipment,  transportation, 
affiliations.  Computer  ministry,  publica- 
tions/printing, office  operation,  salaries 
&  contractual  services,  seasonal  assis- 
tance, scholarships.  Executive  &  officers 
expenses,  institutes,  annual  session  and 
One  Say  Session,  postage. 

FAMILY  MISSIONS 
CONFERENCE 

Reverend  Lacy  Joyner  and  First 
Baptist  Church,  Granville  Street,  Oxford, 
NC  will  serve  as  hosts  to  the  /Vnnual 
Family  Missions  Conference  on  Saturday, 
September  21.  2002,  beginning  at 
9:00.\..M.  Cioncurrent  sessions  are 
planned  for  Seniors,  Young  Adults  and 
Youth.   The  sessions  are  Seniors-"Familv 
To  Families:  f  amilies  Making  A 
Dillerence".  lerl  bv  Reverend  and  Mrs. 
Hoberl  Sandci^;  2.  V>iiiig  A(liills- 
""Far.  I\  lo  families:  Families  Making  A 
Difference",  led  by  Rexerenrl  Mrs. 
.lames  Lason  3.  The  \outh  discussions 
for  the  diffeiciil  noiiiIi  age  levels  will 
center  on  the  same  theme  as  the  other 
sessions. 

Familie^i  who  complele  the  famih 
Study  Guide  din  ing  August  (family 
Month)  and  atleiid  this  Conference  will 
receive  certificates.  The  Christian 
Family  Ministries  Committee  of  the 
Woman  s  Convenlion  distributed  these 
guides  at  the  Annual  Session  All  families 
across  the  Stale  are  invited  lo  allend 
and  share  in  this  Conference,  and  lo 
bring  their  Bibles  and  a  sacrificial  offer- 
ing. Envelopes  will  be  available  for  each 
family  or  family  organizations'  offering; 


the  offering  will  be  credited  to  the  contri- 
bution of  the  familv  s  rliuich  to  the 
Woman  s  ( loincntion. 

Directions  To  First  Baptist  Church. 
Oxford.  NC 

Coming  From  Rocky  Mount: 

lake  US  (hW 
Then  lake  the  l-44()  ramp 
Merge  onto  l-^H-O 
Take  the  Exit  4  exit 
(Continue  on  ramp  » 
Merge  on  Raleigh  (Chapel  Hill  Expy 
Continue  on  l-H-O  W 
Take  the  Exit  279  exit 
Merge  on  NG-147  (Durham  Freeway) 
Take  the  Exit  16  exit 
(Continue  on  Ramp 
Merge  on  US  15 
Take  the  1-85  N.  Exit 
Merge  on  1-85  N 
Take  the  Exit  204  exit 
Turn  Left  on  Linden  Avenue 
Then  Lefl  on  Easy  Street 
Turn  Right  on  Granville  Street 
The  CCliuich  is  located  on  (Granville 
Street 

Directions 

Coming  From  Charlotte: 

lake  1-85  N 
(Continue  on  1-85  N 
lake  the  Exit  204  exit 

rurn  Left  on  Linden  Ayenue 

Inrn  Left  on  f.as\  Slicei 

liirn  right  on  (Ciainille  Slreel 

I  he  churc  li  is  located  on  (Cranville  Street 

Directions 

(Coming  From  Henderson: 

Take  1-85  S 
Take  the  ICxil  2()4  exit 
( ioiitiniie  on  Kamp 
liii  n  Right  oii-Lmflen  A\('iiue 
liirn  Left  on  Easy  Street 
Turn  Right  on  (Cranville  Street 
The  (Church  is  located  on  (Cranville 
Street 

Directions 

Coming  From  Faycttevilie: 

Take  1-95  N 

Take  the  Exit  81  exit 
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Keep  left  around  curve 

Merge  on  1-40  W 

Take  the  Exit  279  exit 

Merge  on  MC-H'!' 

Take  the  Exit  16  Exit 

Continue  on  Ramp 

Merge  on  1-85  N  Exit 

Take  Exit  204  exit 

Turn  Left  on  Linden  Avenue 

Turn  Left  on  Easy  Street 

Turn  Risht  on  (Cranville  Street 

The  (Church  is  located  on  Granville 

Stieet 

"Please  verify  these  directions, 
check  and  make  siut  the  road  still  \ 
exists  ,or  is  open.  This  guide  is  only  i 
to  be  used  as  an  aid  in  planning." 
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"Transforming  the 
Family  Through 
Christian 
Communication" 

By 

Althea  Taylor-Jones,  Ph.D. 

Excerpts  From:  The  Keynote  Address 
deHvered  for  the  Woman's  Baptist 
Home  and  Foreign  Missionary 
Convention's  Leadership  Training 
Conference  Banquet  at  the  J.  J. 
Johnson  Baptist  Assembly  at  Laurel 
Hill  June  6,  2002. 

To  transform  is  to  change;  in  fact  to 
change  markedly;  to  make  a  visible  or  an 
obvious  change.  Transformation  involves 
changing  the  nature,  the  function,  or  the 
condition.  Transformation  also  involves 
an  alteration  of  qualities,  characteristics, 
dispositions,  and  temperaments. 

Then,  when  we  begin  to  contemplate 
initiating  the  awesome  task  of  influenc- 
ing, or  impacting  an  alteration  of  quali- 
ties, characteristics,  dispositions  or  tem- 
peraments, the  anticipated  response  can 
either  resuh  in  exhilaration  or  exaspera- 
tion. 

Transformation  is  a  vital  link  to  deeply 
held  values  within  family  systems. 
Unfortunately,  there  is  a  breakdown  in 
communication  and  we  find  that  it  is  to 
the  detriment  of  our  family  systems. 
Families  are  transformed  as  follows: 

•  Families  are  Transformed  Through 
Church  Connections 

Spirituality  of  some  form  is  a  part  of 
every  human's  basic  needs.  Then  how 
will  spirituality  or  any  value  get  transmit- 
ted lo  the  younger  generations? 
Spirituality  and  Christian  values  are  usu- 
ally communicated  through  the  elders 
within  families.  More  than  70  percent  of 
the  church-  going  population  is  women. 
WotTien  aic  considered  as  (he  backbone  of 
the  church,  and  are  natural  communica- 
tors. 

•  Families  are  Transformed  Through 
Values 

Values  are  reflected  in  all  of  our  actions 
anfl  all  tha(  we  do  and  become  is  an  out- 
growth of  a  social  value.  Historically, 
Ali  ican  American  value  systems  empha- 
sized harmony  and  rhythm  (soul  and 
(iniit.bfoiiRi)«':i6).»V4  tici  manv  of  osei-Q  liv-«  ^ 

I  »  I  »  *  t  *  •  *H  .  '     •  »  M  t-''!  »  4  «  «  I        .  t  k 

ih^'i/i  th(^  (iM(fihf'Mli  ht  subcofi^dcJifs'-* 


We  are  either, ignoring  the  call  for  our 
Christian  communication  or  living  in  a 
vacuum,  as  we  have  no  reason  to  speak 
up  and  speak  out.  Unfortunately  our  chil- 
dren are  suffering  from  our  inadequacies 
and  ignorance.  .  .  We  tend  to  forget  that 
we  are  standing  on  the  shoulders  of  our 
ancestors.  Will  our  future  generations 
have  shoulders  to  stand  on?  Not  if  we 
don't  provide  them!  We  are  allowing  soci- 
ety to  determine  what  our  value  systems 
will  be...  We  must  be  the  role  models; 
therefore,  we  must  take  the  lead  and  set 
the  standards  for  our  families,  churches 
and  communities,  thereby  effecting  a 
transformation,  a  change. 

•  Families  are  Transformed  Through 
Strong  Kinship  Bonds 

Keeping  the  family  together  at  whatev- 
er cost...  Rearing  other  people's 
Children...  We  must  return  to  corporate 
and/or  community  parenting.  In  these 
days  and  times,  children  are  not  being 
disciplined  by  their  own  parents,  and  cer- 
tainly not  by  other  adults...  Three  proven 
strategies  that  can  be  used  to  transform 
our  families  through  (Christian  communi- 
cation are: 

1 .  Family  Reunions;  Family  and 
Social  Support  Networks 

2.  Family  Prayer 

3.  Family  Discussions 

What  happened  to  our  family  gather- 
ings, prayers  and  discussions?  We  don't 
even  know  our  extended  relatives  in  our 
bloodline  (cousins,  aunts,  uncles,  nieces, 
nephews,  grandparents  or  grandchil- 
dren). We  don't  even  know  our  siblings 
(sisters  and  brothers),  and  in  many 
instances,  our  offspring  as  well.  We  don't 
thank  (^od  for  anything  anymore...  and 
we  cei  tainly  don't  talk  or  discuss  issues 
like  we  once  did.  iXre  we  too  busy  to  con- 
sult God? 

•  Flexibility  in  Family  Roles  Is  a 
Means  Wliereby  Transformation  Can 
Occur 

Present  and  future  realities  are  certain- 
ly proponents  of  flexibilitv  in  family  roles. 
No  longei'  are  we  speaking  of  man's  work 
and  woman's  work  -  men  are  house  hus- 
bands -  cooking,  cleaning  and  caring  for 
the  children;  women  are  engineers,  tech- 
nicians, mechanics  and  the  like.  The 
major  thrust  should  be  to  keep  the  fami- 
ly strong,  as  long  as  it  is  not  illegal  or 
immoral.  Young  couples  or  young  singles 


Leadership  Training  Conference, 
2002 

By  Ms.  Rocita  Diggs 

Once  again,  another  Leadership 
d  raining  Conference  has  come  and  gone. 
Each  year,  the  Conference,  simply  known 
as  "Camp"  to  frequent  attendees,  is  held 
at  the  J. J.  Johnson  Baptist  /\ssembiy,  in 
Laurel  Hill,  North  Carolina.  The  objec- 
tive of  the  Conference  is  "to  equip  Baptist 
women  and  men  with  qualities  of 
Leadership  in  Christian  missions  through 
worships,  teaching,  fellowship  and  recre- 
ation." 

Each  year,  emphasis  is  placed  on  the 
Woman's  Convention.  Music,  Arts,  and 
Crafts  are  also  a  normal  part  of  the  cur- 
riculum. "Keys  to  Spiritual  Growth"  was 
this  year's  subject  of  study.  Our  project 
this  year  was  a  trip  to  a  local  nursing 
home  in  Laurinburg,  NC.  We  all  assisted 
in  preparing  items  for  the  trip.  After  fill- 


ing bags  with  useful  items  for  the  tenants 
of  this  facility,  the  ladies  from  camp 
embarked  on  a  journey,  which  proved  to 
be  more  rewarding  than  anticipated. 
Hearts  were  touched  and  eyes  were 
opened  to  the  magnitude  of  the  perceived 
small  gesture.  It  was  learned  that  many 
lived  there  had  no  families  and/or  no  vis- 
itors. To  receive  something  from  the  out- 
side is  rare,  if  not  nonexistent. 
For  some  of  the  employees  of  the  care 
facility,  for  some  of  the  tenants,  and  for 
some  of  the  visiting  campers,  this  became 
a  grand  old  time  of  praise  and  thanksgiv- 
ing. In  fact,  that's  what  the  Leadership 
Training  Conference  is  all  about:  teach- 
ing, learning,  growing,  sharing,  praying, 
praising,  worshipping...  Just  a  Grand 
Old  Time! 


aspiring  to  become  couples  are  encour- 
aged to  work  together  on  all  things... 

•  Families  are  Transformed  Through 
Internal  Development 

Scripture  advises,  "Let  not  the  sun  go 
down  upon  your  wrath".  Watch  that  no 
bitterness  or  resentment  takes  root  in  you 
for  it  causes  deep  trouble.  Proverbs  15:1 
tells  us  "A  soft  answer  turns  away  wrath". 
In  other  words,  we  can  kill  a  person  with 
kindness.  Furthermore,  Ephesians  4::15 
teaches  us  to  speak  the  truth  in  love.  To 
sav  what's  bothering  us,  what's  on  our 
minds,  but  to  maintain  self-control 
through  Cihristian  communication. 
Should  there  be  a  conflict,  regardless  of 
(he  situation,  C^hrislian  communicalion 
rec|uires  us  to  forgive  and  then  forget. 
Forgiving  means  forgetting.  It  means 
wiping  the  slate  clean;  the  person  who 
does  not  foigive  and  foiget  will  suffer 
physical,  mental,  and  spiritual  depression 
as  well  as  oppression.  Internal  develgp- 
ment  can  be  stifled  through  bitterness 
and  anger,  vet  it  can  be  heightened  or 
advanced  through  kindness,  considera- 
tion, unity  and  compassion. 

•  Families  are  Transformed  Through 
High  Work  Orientation 

In  Second  Thessalonians  3:10  -  Paul 
says,  "that  if  any  would  not  wor  k,  neither 
should  he  eat".  As  Mrican  y\merican 


mothers,  we  must  stop  handicapping  our 
male  children  by  allowing  them  to 
become  dependent  on  women  (rhothers, 
grandmothers,  sisters,  aunts,  girlfriends, 
and  wives).  In  many  cases  we  teach  our 
daughters  to  cook,  clean,  wash,  etc.,  yet 
we  fail  to  teach  our  sons  how  to  care  for 
not  only  themselves,  but  for  others.  By 
doing  this,  we  render  them  useless  and 
incapable  of  accepting  the  role  as  head  of 
household  for  their  families...  We  also 
render  them  helpless  and  hopeless, 
resulting  in  their  inability  to  get  and/or 
keep  a  decent  job;  thereby  in  many 
instances  resorting  to  stealing,  robbing 
and  committing  other  crirnes  to  survive. 
This  of  course,  results  in  more  African 
Amer  ican  males  residing  in  jails  and  pris- 
ons than  matriculating  in  institutions  of 
higher  education  (colleges  and  universi- 
ties). The  larger  society  is  very  efflcient 
and  effective  at  keeping  our  African 
American  males  at  a  disadvantage,  why 
should  we  assist'*lhem?  A  traiisformation 
is  needed. 

•  Families  are  Transformed  Through 
High  Education  and  Achievement 
Orientation 

We  must  be  advocates  for  our  youth  by 
teaching  them  and  modeling  before  them 

'  '  '  '  i.'.'.'-'l'.'.L'-'.'  •  ».  . 
Christian  Communication  cont.  on  page  14 
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Dr.  W.  Parker,  Jr. 

News  From  The 
Foreign  Field:  The 
Lott  Carey 

We  are  preparing  for  our  105^'* 
Annual  Session.     Meet  us  in  New 

Orleans,  Louisiana  on  August  26^*^ 


-  28th,  2002.  We  look  forward,  with 

anticipation,  to  the  105*^  Annual 
Session  of  the  Lott  Carey  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Convention, 
August  26th  _  3oth  20Q2,  in  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana,  at  St.  Thomas 
Baptist  Church  where  Dr.  Benjamin 
Maxon  is  the  Pastor  and  the  Host 
Committee  Chair.  Some  of  the  high- 
lights of  the  Annual  Session  includes 
the  Monday  Evening  Banquet  and 
an  Inspirational  Musical,  presented 
by  the  Host  Committee.  This  year 
the  Women's  Auxiliary  will  host  a 
Mission  Prayer  Breakfast  on 
Monday  morning  and  tickets  are 
still  available  through  the  Lott 
Carey  Office. 

Our  special  guest  will  be  our  mis- 
sion partners  from  India,  Kenya, 
Uganda,  Haiti,  Guyana,  Zimbabwe 
and  Liberia.    You  will  have  the 

Lott  Carey  Continues  on  page  7 


Shaw  University,  and 
Shaw  Divinity  School 
News 

by  Reverend  N.  T.  Davis 


Grace  and  Peace  be  iinlo  yoii  fioin  our  Faiher 
-and  from  His  only  lie<;olten  Son  Jesus!  May  the 
Love  of  Jesus  Christ  tlie  son  shine  in  your  heart, 
that  we  may  he  a  Letter  people,  and  make  this 
world  a  better  place  for  all  to  I  jive. 

Hhaw  University  is  running  sMKM)lhly  as  usual, 
things  are  looking  up.  By  the  lime  this  news 
reach  you,  school  will  he  ready  to  start, -PJeaae 
Pray  Tor  our  youth,  and  young  aciulls.  Ihey  are- 
faced  with  a  challenge  like  never  befwei  Pray 
for  the  tiniversity,  and  the  Divinity  SdiooL where 
thf*  future  Paslors  are  trained. 

\jC\  us  not  forget  to  put  hodi  the  Divinity  • 
"School  and  the  University  in  our  ( Ihurch  hudgel 
for  the  incoming  year  To  Dr.  Talhei  t  Shaw,  vve 
thank  you  for  the  years  of  srr\  ice  render  to  ihe 
University  as  president.  We  are  Praying  for  you 
as  you  leave  for  retirement. 

We  Praise  You  for  your  Leadership,  and  Pray 
for  tlie  Faculty,  and  Staff  of  llie  University.  "Fhe 
.  Lord  is  Good  ,  and  his  Mercy  eiifliirelh  forever 
0  that  ni('n  wouidTraise  him  for  his  wonderful 
works  lo  ihe  (Ihildren  of  men.  hi  (iriies  like  lhe.Se 
,we  still  need  a  Savior  In  limes  like  these  vve 


need  an  anchor.  We  need  lo  be  wry  sure  our 
anchor  hold,  and  grip  the  Solid  rock!  This  Rock 
is  Jesus  and  JJe  is  the  one,  Tliis  rock  is  Jesus,  and 
he  is  the  only  one. 

To  God  Be  the  Gloiy  for  the  Great  things  He 
has  done. 


Christian  Stewardship 

by  Reverend  Niloiis  M.  Avery.  II  M.Div. 

To  the  holy  and  faithful  sisters  and 
brothers  in  CJirist  of  the  General  Baptist 
State  family:  Grace  and  peace  to  you  from 
Glod  our  head-lifter,  soul-keeper,  peace- 
provider,  and  eternal  refuge.  I  thank  God 
because  I  have  "heard  of  your  faith  in 
Ghrist  Jesus  and  of  the  love  you  have  for  all 
the  saints...''  (Golossians  1:4,  MV).  I  thank 
God  because  in  the  midst  of  a  world  that 
ohen  encourages  and  embraces  a  "look  out 
for  #r'  attitude,  the  body  of  Christ  contin- 
ues to  serve  as  a  model  of  true  stewardship. 
Christian  stewardship  is  based  upon  the 
principle  that  God  is  the  owner  and  we  are 
managers  of  God's  creation.  There  is  no 
need  to  ininimize  this  foundation.  The 
psalmist  clearly  states  "The  earth  is  the 
Lord's,  and  everything  in  it,  the  world,  and 
all  who  live  in  it..."  (Psalm  24:1).  The  body 
of  Jesus  Christ  was  founded  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  loving  and  giving.  God  so  loved  the 
world  that  He  gave  His  only  son  to  the 
world  and  for  the  world. 
Christian  living  is  based  upon  loving  and 
giving.  One  Old  Testament 
prophet  suggested  that  the  failure  to  give  a 
certain  percentage  of  one's  possessions  for 
God's  work  is  thievery  and  robbery  -  steal- 
ing from  God  what  rightfully  belongs  to 
God  (Malachi  3:8-  10).  Jesus  Christ  taught 
His  followers  to  give,  promising  them  rich 
spiritual  blessings  hi  return  (Like  6:38). 
The  apostle  Paul  itnplored  Christians  to 
give  to  God's  work,  not  reluctantly  or 


Rev.  Nilous  M.  Avery,  II  M.Div. 
under  compulsion  {a  grudging  spirit),  bu| 
with  a  cheerful  and  grateful  heart  (2 
Corinthians  9:7). 

Most       individuals,  particularl; 
Christians,    must    be  challenge 
be/become  better  stewards  {managers}  or 
all  that  God  has  enabled  them  to  possess^ 
Can  others  see  in  us  the  desire  and.  motiva-j 
tion  to  serve  as  the  very  presence  of  Chris| 
here  on  earth?  In  other  words: 

•  Our  confession  must  be  matched  by  our 
character; 

•  Our  profession  must  be  matched  by  our 
performance; 

•  Our  shouting  must  be  matched  by  our 


sharing; 


•  Our  church  service  must  be  matched  by 
Stewardship  continues  on  page  7 


Support  the  GBSC 
Subscribe  now  See  page  28  for  more  information. 


Rev.  N.T.  Davis 
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Lott  Carey  Continued  from  page  6 
opportunity  to  meet  and  fellowship 
witli  our  mission  partners  and  be 
informed  about  tlie  work  being 
done  around  the  world.  Our  regu- 
lar event  during  the  Annual  Session 
week  is  the  Sunrise  Prayer  Service, 
Tuesday  through  Thursday,  5:30  am 
-  7:30  am.  This  is  always  an  inspir- 
ing service  of  prayer,  testimony, 
praise  and  fellowship.  More  than 
1000  people  normally  gather,  to 
transform  a  hotel  ballroom  into  a 
sanctuary  of  worship. 

We  are  excited  about  the  Mission 
Education  Classes  and  the  excellent 
instructors  for  these  classes.  Our 
mission  partners  from  around  the 
AVorld  will  visit  classes  and  you  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  dialogue 
with  them  again  at  the  closing  pro- 
gram.      The  classes  will  begin 

Tuesday,  August  27^**  -  Friday, 

August  30***  from  7:30  am  -  9:15 
am.  We  are  pleased  to  again  pro- 
vide a  pre-convention,  Saturday 
Mission  Education  Class  for  ail 
classroom  managers.  Registration 
and  books  will  be  available  begin- 
ning Saturday,  August  24***,  2002. 

Our  Youth  will  have  special  class- 
es and  projects  to  inform  and 
inspire  them  about  global  missions. 
The  Women's  Auxiliary  will  hold  a 
reception  to  honor  "The  Women  Of 
The  Week"  and  the  Laymen  will 
provide  a  forum  for  discussion 
about  global  issues  and  our 
Christian  response  to  the  crisis  that 
challenges  world  peace. 

Plan  to  be  in  New  Orleans, 

Louisiana  for  the  105*^  Annual 
Session.  You  will  learn  how  your 
giving  supports  missions  around  the 
world.  You  will  experience  warm 
fellowship  and  worship.  You  will 
learn  and  grow  in  response  to  Gods' 
call,  to  extend  our  Christian  witness 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  See  You  In 
New  Orleans!      •  ' 
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FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF 

THE  THIRD  VICE 
PRESIDENT  OF  GBSC 

By  K.-vcicri(I.N.  I.  I):nis 

KITecliNc  'July  9.  2002.  I  lui\c  irliicd  as 
Pasldi' of  (he  Bazzcl  (Vcck  MissioiiatA  Baptist 
Cluiicli.  Fiiqua\  \ariiia.  iNoitli  (Carolina  , 
altor  25  plus  years  ol  I'ailliliil  service.  1  thank 
the  |)e()|)le  lor  allow  itii;  nie  the  opportunity  to 
he  their  ser\aiit  for  those  years.  has 
hl(>sse(l  this  con<2,reuati(in  we  iiave  accom- 
plishetl  iiian\  great  and  wonderful  things. 
The  (Jiurch  has  gTown  SpiritualK.  hnaiicial- 
ly.  aiifl  nuniericalK.  I  he  i.ord  Blesserl  us  to 
huild  two,  (2).  huildinas.  Both  ar-e  deht  free: 
li)  Cod  i^e  the  (^lor\.  An  life  goes  on  I  am  still 
in  the  Preaciiing  Business  for  (iod.  If  you 
need  a  retired  Minister  to  help  with  any 
Services  in  your  jiiorning  worship.  re\  i\als. 
teaching/training  or  special  ser\ices  I  am 
availahle.  You  may  contact  me  at  (9|9).%2- 
7057  or  call  Baptist  Headquarters  800-639- 
CBSC  and  the  staff  will  contact  nie."  I  S(ill 
Have  the  Ycarninjj  and  the  Burning." 


Christian  Stewardship  continued  from  pg  6 

our  community  service 

•  Our  worship  must  be  matched  by  our 
work  &  witness; 

•  Our  living  must  be  matched  by  our  giv- 
ing; 

•  Our  forgiveness  from  God  must  be 
matched  by  oui-  forgiveness  of  others; 

•  Our  upreach  must  be  matched  by  our 
outreach; 

•  Our  claim  of  inner  grace  must  be 
matched  by  our  outward  show  of  goodness 
toward  others; 

•  Our  blessings  from  Cod  must  be 
matched  by  our  blessings  shared  with  oth- 
ers! 

Jesus  drew  a  picture  that  we  must  never 
turn  away  from.  He  spoke  of  those  who 
need  to  experience  the  helping  and  healing 
hands  of  Christian  stewards  who  are  com- 
mitted to  the  cause  of  (Christ  (Matthew 
25:35-36).  I  am  confident  that  the  Oneral 
Baptist  family  is  a  collection  of  individuals, 
churches,  and  associations  who  are  faithful 
stewards  that  shine  as  lights  to  help  others 
catch  glimpses  of  Cod's  truth  and  love  in 

Christian  Stewardship  continues  on  pg  20 


Uevereiul  Dr.  Nathaniel  Tyler  Lloyd 

The  Reverend  Dr.  Natlianiel  Tyler 
Lloyd  Is  At  Rest 

By  Archie  D.  Logan.  Jr.  Kxecniivc 
Secretary  - 1  l  easurer 

The  R<-\er(MKl  Dr.  Nathaniel  lyler  Lloyd 
was  called  from  labor  to  rest  earlier  this 
year  He  was  a  great  leader;  preacher/pastor 
and  missionary.  Upon  graduating  from 
seminary.  Pastor  Lloyd  was  called  to  pastor 
the  Trinity  Baptist  Church  in  the  Bronx, 
New  York.  Pastor  Lloyd  was  a  gifted  leader 
whose  vision  for  the  church  iiiHuenced  the 
establishment  of  many  new  ministries.  In  a 
time  of  social  and  political  upheaval,  he 
transformed  Trinity  into  a  haven  of  stability, 
spirituality,  and  sanctuary.  During  his  42- 
year  pastorate,  the  chuich  experienced 
tremendous  growth  —  a  new  edifice, 
increased  membership,  and  an  enduing 
impact  in  the  lives  of  individuals  and  insti- 
tutions in  Its  surrounding  community. 

I  lis  involvement  included  membership  in 
the  United  Missionary  Baptist  .\ssociation. 
Empire  Baptist  Missionary  Convention, 
National  Baptist  Convention  USA,  Inc.,  and 
.American  Bajrtist  Churches  New  York  Metro 
&  USA.  I  le  formerly  ser\  ed  as  the  ;\ssistant 
t)ean  for  the  Empire  Baptist  Missionary 
Congiess  of  (christian  Education,  board 
member  of  American  Baptist  Churches  L^S.X. 
and  President  of  Lott  Carey  Baptist  foreign 
Mission  Convention.  Most  recently.  Pastor 
Llovd  was  the  (General  Council  member  and 
Vice  President  of  the  Bajilisl  World  Alliance. 

I  met  Pastor  Lloyd  mam  years  ago.  He 
was  a  friend  of  the  Ceneral  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina  and' a  Wehtbr 
to  young  preachers.,  I  le  entouraged  and 


lead  h\  example  and  taught  thai  a  church 
VMthout  a  mission  is  a  cliurcli  wiliioul  a  call. 
FIc  preached  in  our  slate  inaii\  tunes  and 
always  shared  a  liiimhle  spirit.  We  all  will 
miss  his  spirit  and  presence. 

Fbr  a  life  well  lived  and  a  legacy  replete 
w  itli  lo\('  and  ser\  ice  to  liumanilv.  Pastor 
Lloyd  w  ill  he  remembered  liy  his  beloved 
wile.  Mrs.  Portia  lyler- Lloyd;  his  adored 
children.  Dr.  Mark  Da\  id  and  Be\.  Naomi 
Elaine,  other  relati\es.  his  Trinity  family  and 
many  friends. 


History  Continued  from  page  1 

reacli  and  save  souls  while  building 
"Homes  for  Survivors."  The  joy  of  this 
Idc  is  salvalion.  Come  jom  us  in 
Prince\illc,  N(]  during  the  montlxs  of  July 
and  .August.  We  need  volunteers,  skill 
workers  and  contractors.  Donate  4-8 
hours  for  this  project.  Bring  your  tools 
and  Layinen!   Make  a  difference  in  the 

History  continues  on  page  20 

poti:at  scholars  from  gbsc 

of  NC  CHURCHES 
GlUDUyVI  E  FROM  WAKE 
FOREST  UNIVERSITY 

Wake  Foiesl  University's  2002  gradu- 
ating class  included  the  following  William 
Louis  Poteat  Scholars  who  are  members 
of  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
North  Carolina  churches: 
Candice  Clitondra  Mathis  of  Warsaw, 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Warsaw. 
Ashley  Nicole  Hardy  of  Shallotte, 
Pleasant  View  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
Honors  in  Health  and  E.xercisc  Science. 

The  William  Louis  Poteat  Scholarship  is 
named  for  Wake  Forest's  president  from 
1905  to  1927^  the  FV)teat  Scholarship  rec- 
ognizes students  ^ho  are  active  members 
of  churches  affillaled  with  the  General 
Baptist  State  Convention  of  North 
C^arolina.  the  B§iptist  St&te  Convention  of 
North  Carolina,  and  the  Cooperati\e 
Baptist  Fellowship  of  North  Carohiia. 

 I  I  III.  I 
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Kev.  J.H.  Samuels 
S:00  pm  Oinncr 
6:00  pin        I  he  I  aught  Word— 

Klder  Angeia  Harris 
7rOO  pm       Revival  Praise  Team 
7:15  pm       Worship  Service 
8:00  pm       Preaching  at  its  Best — 
Dr.  C  harles  Booth 

I  HliRSDAV,  SEPTEMBER  12 


^^JFi  U  ill       U  3^  ^.^lliv^ 

Keynote  Preacher 


7:00  am 
11:30  am 
12:00  iicM>n 

1 :00  pm  , 


5:00  pm 
6:00  pm 

7:00  pm 
7:15  pm 
8:00  pm 


Early  Morning  Prayer 
Devotional  Service 
Preaching  al  its  Best — 
Rev.  J.R.  Samuels 

A.  H.  McDaniel  & 

B.  F  Daniels  Pastor's  & 
Community  Euncheon 
i>inner 

The  Taught  Word — 
Elder  Angela  Harris 
Revival  Praise  Team 
Worship  Service 
Preaching  at  its  Best — 
Dr.  Charles  Booth 


urn  €j/l/mi  yj  " 


1:00  am 
Fish  Fryday —  Fish  Lunch 

8:00  pm 
Revivai  Gala  Concert 
Mississippi  Mass  Choir 
Tiiki'ts  $tS 


September  &—13,  2O02 
Zlnivn  (Baptist  Cfmrch 
Winston-Saiem,  9{pTtfi  CaroCina 


"Enhancing  the 
^Kingdom  ifiroiyh 

arid  'Rf^ve Cation/' 


Dr.  Charles  Booth 
Mt.  Olivet  Baptist 
Church 


Dr.  Sir  Walter  Mack,  Jr. 


Hast  Pastor 


-Rev,  J.R.  Samuels! 

Sf.  Stephen 
Baptiiikt  Church 
^^  inston-Salem,| 
N(irth  <  arolina 
\oon  Day 
Preacher 


Rev.  Claude  Alexander 
I'niversity  Park  Baptist  Church 
Charlotte,  NC 
Opening  Preacher 


Elder  Angela  Harris 
Cornerstone  Baptist  Church 
Oxford,  NC 
Revival  Lecturer 


I 


Shekinah  Glory  Gala  Concert-— Mississippi  Mass  Choir 


Friday,  September  1  3 


8:00  pm 


Since  its  formation  in  1988^  the  choir  has 
won  numerous  htjmors  and  awards  for  its 
contributions  to  gospel  music 
"Serving*  Ciod  Through  Song**  is  the 
motto  and  the  mission  of  The  Mississippi 
Mass  Choir.  The  choir's  purpose  is  to  help 
establish  the  gospel  oj  Jesus  Christ 
throughout  the  world. 
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LAYMEN'S  LEAGUE  NEWS 


Mr.  Romas  Hales 

The  first  verse  of  the  one  hundred 
and  sixth  psalms  reads,  "Praise  ye  the 
Lord.  O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord; 
For  He  is'  good;  For  His  mercy 
endureth  forever."  We  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  give  thanks  to  the  Lord  and  to 
you  for  the  support  you  have  given  the 
Laymen's  League.  Thank  you  for  the 
monetary  contributions  you  have 
made  to  the  Laymen's  League. 


We  are  approaching  the  end  of 
another  fiscal  year.  The  end  of  the 
General  Baptist  State  Convention  fis- 
cal year  is  August  31,  2002.  We  have 
had  some  churches  to  organize  their 
Laymen  this  year,  and  we  hope  this 
will  continue.  A  lot  of  interest  has 
been  generated  on  behalf  of  the 
Laymen  Movement.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  greater  heights  and  service 
during  the  next  fiscal  year.  We  are 
counting  on  your  continued  support 
and  cooperation  as  we  strive  to  keep 
the  Laymen's  Organization  growing. 

Our  young  men  and  young  boys 
across  the  state  need  our  help.  Some 
need  Mentors,  guidance,  and  Christian 
role  models  to  show  them  the  way.  A 
good  Laymen's  League  organization 
in  our  churches  and  associations  is  a 
good  place  t  o  provide  the  organiza- 
tional structure  to  help  reach  the  men 
and  boys  in  our  communities.  Let  us 
continue  to  encourage  churches  and 
associations  across  the  state  to  organ- 
ize a  Laymen's  League.    Let  us  get 


A  Highlight  From  the  Joint 
Session 


more  men  and  boys  involved  in  church 
work.  Often  we  talk  about  reaching 
our  financial  goal,  which  is  important, 
but  our  number  one  objective  is  to 
save  souls  for  Christ.  Join  hands  and 
march  together  in  the  effort  to  do  the 
work  the  Lord  would  have  us  to  do. 
We  know  what  it  takes  to  get  the  job 
done. 

The  Laymen's  Men  Retreat  will  be 
held  on  Saturday,  September  14,  2002, 
at  the  J.J.  Johnson  baptist  Assembly, 
Laurel  Hill,  North  Carolina.  The  reg- 
ular session  will  start  at  10:00am. 
Please  start  making  plans  to  attend. 
We  are  hoping  for  a  large  number  of 
men  in  attendance. 

Finally,  Laymen  President  Jarvis 
Morgan  and  I  want  to  especially  thank 
the  Laymen  and  other  volunteers  who 
have  worked  with  us  to  construct  two 
homes  in  Phoenix  Village,  Princeville, 
NC.  We  have  joined  in  partnership 
with  the  North  Carolina  Baptist 
Laymen  to  make  affordable  homes 
possible     for     Hurricane  Floyd 


Survivors.  On  July  1 0,  2002  we  began 
work  on  the  foundations  ^  for  the 
homes,  by  July  20,  2002  they  were 
framed.  Over  100  young  people  and 
Laymen '  worked  to  build  the  homes. 
Volunteers  have  come  from  across  the 
State  to  help  us.  THANK  YOU  LAY- 
MEN FOR  YOUR  SUPPORT  ON 
THIS  PROJECT! 

May  God  Continue  to  bless  you  as 
you  continue  to  do  His  work. 


SUPPORT  OUR 

GBSC 
BOOKSTORE 

1  -800-639-4272 


ATTENTION!  PASTORS  &  PREACHERS  STOP!  &  ANSWER 

*  Is  your  schedule  busy! 

*  Do  you  find  yourself  laboring  hard  and  long  preparing  sermons? 

*  Would  you  find  yourself  laboring  long  and  hard  preparing  sermons? 

*  Would  you  like  to  get  the  material  that's  ready  for  the  pulpit? 

*  Would  you  like  to  have  material  that's  easy  to  read,  where  all  the  research  is 
already  done  for  you? 

Then  "SERMCO  MINISTERS"  is  you  solution 

*  We  have  sermons  that  ADDRESS  ALL  OCCASIONS 

*  Each  sermon  is  easy  to  read 
(DOUBLE  SPACED  ON  SINGLE  SHEETS) 

*  Each  sermon  is  HOMILETICALLY  arranged 
(Introduction,  Exposition,  Come-Home,  and  Closing) 

*  Each  sermon  has  VERSES  OF  SONGS  ,  HYMNS  INSERTED 
(where  appropriate) 

*  Sermons  as  received  ar  READY  FOR  THE  PULPIT 
with  minimum  amount  of  study  and/adjustments. 

Single  copies  are  $5  each.  Anthology  (Book  of  26  Sennons)  Volume  I  and  Volume 
II,  $75  each.  Shipping  and  handling  charges  will  be  added  lO  all  orders.  Catalogs 
with  listings  are  free  upon  request.  Direct  all  questions  and  answers  to: 
MX.  ARARAT  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  INC,  2503  N.  MYRTLE  AVE.,  JACK- 
SONVILLE, FLA.  32209 
ATTN:  SERMCO  MINISTRIES,  PASTOR  D.A.  LATTIMORE  JR. 
1-904-354-7893  (CHURCH)  (FAX  904-354-5883) 
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


Hev.  Jasper  Heed 

A  CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 
MOMENT 

by  Jasper  P  Reed,  President  Congress  of 
Christian  Education 

Have  you  ever  had  your  good  inten- 
tions thwarted  by  inefficiencies  of  time 
management?  Did  you  ever  start  to  do  a 
task  and  found  yourself  diverted  to  the 
extent  that  you  failed  to  accomplish  any- 
thing meaningful?  Many  times  I  have 
been  frustrated  by  those  seemingly 
uncontrollable  circumstances  that  pre- 
vented me  from  doing  he  Lord's  work. 
Why  worry  about  time,  don't  we  have 
enough  other  things  to  keep  us  busy? 
James  [4: 14- 15]  cautions  us  about  how 
we  should  look  at  time.  Surely  we  can- 
not predict  what  tomorrow  will  bring 
however,  we  eau  prayerfully  submit  our- 
selves to  do  Cod's  will  if  He  grants  us  a 
new  day.  Paul  in  his  letter  to  the 
Ephesians  [5:15-17]  speaks  to  time  as  a 
resource  subjected  to  the  will  of  God,  A 
wise  use  of  the  time  that  God  has  given 
us  helps  to  establish  a  right  relationship 
with  Him  At  the  same  time  it  enables  us 
to  become  better  stewards. 

As  Christians  our  primary  objective 
should  be  to  become  wise  stewards  of  all 
that  God  has  created  us  to  be  individu- 
ally. Continuously,  all  of  our  efforts 


should  be  expended  in  ways  that  will 
make  us  better  stewards.  One  of  the 
things  we  can  do  is  look  at  the  character- 
istics that  make  for  a  sfrong  meaningful 
relationship.  Quality  time  stands  out  as 
one  the  most  profound  characteristics 
associated  with  a  meaningflil  relation- 
ship. Just  think  of  bow  much  tirne  Jesus 
spent  in  maintaining  relationships  with 
us.  While  we  were  yet  in  sin  he  died  for 
us.  His  one  and  only  motive  was  to  carry 
out  His  fathers  will  which  was  to  make  it 
possible  for  us  to  inherit  everlasting  life. 
Application  is  one  of  the  best  ways  for  us 
to  keep  time  in  perspective.  We  can  start 
by  making  a  list  of  how  we  spend  each 
hour  of  one  day  and  then  expand  this  to 
one  week.  Beginning  with  that  activity 
which  requires  most  time,  at  the  top,  hst 
all  the  others  in  descending  order  After 
making  the  list  located  where,  God  in 
three  persons,  is  found.  If  you  spent  the 
same  amount  of  time  with  your  partner 
what  kind  of  a  relationship  would  you 
have?  Could  you  raise  your  children  as 
young  growing  Christians  with  the 
amount  of  time  you  give  to  the  Lords 
woik?  We  ought  to  think  carefully  about 
what  we  say  when  we  referring  to  the 
Lord.  Often  times  we  say,  "Giving  honor 
to  God  who  is  first  in  my  life."  Do  we 
avoid  that  which  is  first?  There  are  ways 
in  which  we  can  increase  the  amount  of 
time  we  spend  with  the  Lord  One  way  is 
to  make  room  for  Him  in  all  aspects  of 
your  life.  There  are  a  number  of  Lay 
Ministries,  if  adopted,  that  will  allow  you 
to  spend  time  with  the  Lord  on  your  job, 
in  school,  at  play  or  at  home.  The  more 
space  you  make  for  Him  in  your  life  the 
more,  time  you  will  be  able  to  spend  with 
Him. 

Do  we  spend  enough  time  with  Him 
to  sustain  a  relationship?  Thanks  are  to 
God  for  seeking  us  instead  of  us  seeking 
Him.  As  Christian  Education  workers  we 
should  maximize  our  use  of  time  in  carry- 
ing out  our  mission  to  go  and  teach. 
When,  with  the  proper  use  of  time,  we  do 
an  effective  ministiy  of  planting  seed; 
there  is  JO)  in  Heaven  in  the  presence  of 
the  angel's  of  God  over  one  sinner  who 
repents. 


A  Christian  Education  Exercise  for  OUR 
\DUTH  and  the  Young  at  Heart— 
BIBLE  QUIZ 

LAUGHTER 

1.  Which  couple  laughed  at  the 
incredibility  of  God's  promise  to 
them? 

Cciiesis  17:17;  18:  12-15 

2.  Which  son  brought  laughter  to 
his  mother? 

Genesis  21:6 

3.  Which  king  was  laughed  at  when 
he  invited  people  from  all  over 
Israel  to  celebrate  the  Passover? 
n  Chronicles  30:11 

4.  Who  advised  that  laughter  should 
change  to  mourning? 

James  4:9 

5.  Who  referred  to  himself  as  a 
laughing  stock? Job  12:4 

6.  Who  laughed  at  Nehemiah's  attempt 
to  rebuild  Jerusalem's  wall? 
Neheniiah  2:20 

7.  Who  told  his  friend  that  God 
would  fill  his  mouth  with  laughter? 
Job  8:  21 

8.  Who  said  laughter  was  mad? 
Ecclesiastes  2:2 

9.  Who  was  laughed  at  when  he  said 
someone  was  not  dead  but  only 
sleeping? 

Matthew  9.25 

10.  Who  was  afraid  that  the  towns  peo 
pie  might  laugh  at  him  because  of 
his  relations  with  "  a  prostitute"? 
Genesis  38:23 


Portia  Brandon,  M.  Dir.,  Christian 
Education  Coordinalor 


Please  submit 
your  request 

for  a 
subscription 
NOW! 

See  our  insert 
on  page  28  for 
more  informa- 
tion on  how  to 
subscribe 
NOW! 

Thank  You. 


IS  MY  SHEPHERD. 
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HEALTH  AND  HUMAN  SERVICES 


The  Status  of  Our  Health:  "We  Must  Always  Have  Hope 

By  Charolette  H.  Leach,  M.  S. 


55 


The  July  2002  issue  of  Ebony 
Magazine  recently  came  in  the  mail. 
As  I  scanned  the  front  cover,  I  noticed 
at  the  bottom  right  comer  the  words 
"Annual  Black  Health  &  Fitness 
Section".  Before  I  began  to  read  any 
article  in  detail,  I  perused  the  section 
to  see  what  types  of  topics  would  be 
covered.  The  article  included  infor- 
mation on  most  of  the  major  chronic 
diseases,  with  highlights  on  blood 
pressure,  and  the  need  to  eat  fruits  and 
vegetables. 

I  must  admit  that  I  quickly  became 
disheartened.  Since  this  information 
is  for  the  African  American  popula- 
tion, it  focused  on  us,  and  how  we 
compare  with  white  America.  For 
years  I  have  heard  the  statistics  of  our 
health  and  how  the  numbers  compare 
to  our  white  counterparts.  I've  known 
for  years  that  we  as  African 
Americans  lead  the  way  with  regard  to 
the  prevalence  of  chronic  diseases  and 
health  risk  factors.  But  it  is  very  dis- 


concerting when  you  have  the  num- 
bers smack  you  in  the  face  all  over 
again  and  when  the  grim  reality  is  that 
the  problem  is  getting  worse  and  not 
betters. 

When  grim  news  and  disheartening 
information  about  your  people,  the 
race  of  people  that  is  near  and  dear  to 
your  heart  is  presented  so  vividly,  it 
can  seem  overwhelming.  It  did  initial- 
ly seem  devastating  and  hopeless.  But 
then,  I  was  reminded  of  the  hope  that 
we  have  in  Jesus  Christ.  Paul  makes  a 

valid  point  in  the  Chapter  of 
Romans,  verses  24  and  25. 

"For  we  are  saved  by  hope:  but 
hope  that  is  seen  is  not  hope:  for  what 
a  man  seeth  why  doth  he  yet  hope  for? 
But  if  we  hope  for  what  we  see  not, 
then  do  we  with  patience  wait  for  it". 

Yes,  I  hope  for  improved  health  for 
our  people  and  pray  that  you  hope 
with  me.  As  we  hope  for  what  we  do 
Hope  Continues  on  page  12 


Dr.  Thomas  L.  Walker 

Dr.  Thomas  L.  Walker 

Crusade  for  Health 
Continues  But  Now  I'm 
Adding  Wealth 

by  Thomas  L.  Walker 


///  John  2,  "Beloved,  I  wish  that  thou 
mayest  prosper  and  be  in  health,  even 
as  thy  soul  prospereth. 

The  Church  faces  a  tremendous 
challenge  today.  Many  of  our  parish- 
ioners are  experiencing  a  variety  of 
chronic  diseases  such  as  diabetes,  high 
blood  pressure,  clogged  arteries,  etc. 
Unfortunately  our  fast  moving  society 
has  caused  us  to  totally  surrender  the 
care  of  our  own  bodies  to  a  health  sys- 
tem, which  could  be  better  stated  as  an 
illness  system.  I  say  an  ilhiess  system 
because  our  current  health  system  too 
often  reacts  to  symptoms  with  synthet- 
ic medicines  each  having  an  array  of 
side  effects  more  damaging  than  the 
condition  being  treated.  What  hap- 
pened to  the  old  remedies  of  herbs  and 
minerals  that  grandma  used  to  give  us? 

Ezekiel  48: 1 2  . .  .and  the  fruit  there- 
of shall  be  for  meat,  and  the  leaf  there- 
of for  medicine."  The  Lord  has 
brought  me  into  fellowship  with  a 
company  called  Healing  America  and 
its  mission  is  implied  in  its  name 


Name  of  Church 
Church  Address_ 
Church  Tel.  No. 


Church  Fax.  No.  (If  applicable) 
GBSC  Association 


Name  of  Health  Ministry 


Chairperson  or  Leader(s)  of  Health  Ministry  

Current  Health  Programs  (Attach  additional  sheet  if  needed): 


Name  of  Program 


Brief  Description 


What  do  you  believe  are  the  congregation's  five  most  significant  health  prob- 
lems (Please  list  in  order  of  importance)? 
1 


AdditionalComments: 


Name  of  person  Completing  Form 
Address: 


Telephone  Number: 
E-mail  Address: 


Fax  Number: 


Date  Form  Completed 


(Healing  America).  This  company  ful  products  as  fundraisers.  Healing 
makes  top  quality  herbs  and  altema-  America  is  also  helping  individuals 
tive  medicines.  They  also  have  made  it  with  in  our  churches  to  become  finan- 
possible  for  churches  to  be  sponsored  cially  free  through  the  best  marketing 
free  and  as  well  as  use  these  wonder- 

Wealth  continues  on  page  on  page  12 
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Hope  continued  from  page  11 

not  see^  we  must  patiently  wait  for  it. 
We  do  not  wait  without  doing  any- 
thing. As  we  wait,  we  must  take 
action.  First,  we  must  honestly  exam- 
ine ourselves  to  detemiine  our  individ- 
ual health  status.  Next  we  must  be 
detennined  to  care  for  our  health  as 
best  we  can,  based  on  what  we  learn 
about  how  to  improve  our,  health. 
Finally,  we  must  encourage  others  to 
care  for  their  health.  We  are  called  to 
give  assistance  to  our  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, to  help  them  to  be  the  best  that 
they  can  be.  This  is  extremely  impor- 
tant for  our  family  members.  We  can 
use  our  influence  to  help  those  we  live 
with,  those  we  are  close  to,  and  those 
who  we  come  in  contact  with  on  a  reg- 
ular basis.  We  can  encourage  them  to 
take  care  of  their  health,  by  exercising 
regularly  and  by  improving  their  nutri- 
tion, as  they  look  at  us  as  examples. 
We  can  learn  about  appropriate  ways 
to  handle  stress,  use  it  and  pass  this 
information  on  to  our  loved  ones. 

Dr.  Lucille  C.  Norville  Perez,  who 
is  the  President  of  the  National 
Medical  Association,  presents  the 
introduction  of  ^the  "Annual  Black 
Health  &  Fitness  Section".  She  begins 
by  stating  that  she  would  grade  the 
state  of  health  of  the  African- 
American  community  by  giving  a  C-. 
Some  of  the  statistics  of  the  health  of 
the  African-American  community  as 
compared  to  White  America,  are  as 
follows: 

We  are  40%  more  likely  to  die  of 
heart  disease 

We  are  80%  more  likely  to  die  of 
stroke 

■■  Cancer  is  more  prevalent  and  more 
likely  to  be  fatal  for  us 
"  We  are  70%  more  likely  to  develop 
adult  onset  diabetes 
Three  reasons  are  stated  for  why  we 
are  doing  so  poorly  with  regard  to  our 
health: 

1.  We  do  not  eat  properly,  eating  too 
much  of  the  wrong  foods. 

2.  We  do  not  get  the  proper  amount  of 
exercise  or  physical  activity. 

3.  We  do  not  receive  regular  medical 
exams. 

In  this  introduction,  it  was  stated 
that  the  National  Medical  Association 


is  working  to  help  bring  health  care  to 
people  who  need  it.  This  will  be  ben- 
eficial to  our  overall  health  because 
health  care  may  be  provided  to  indi- 
viduals who  would  otherwise  not 
receive  it.  This  will  aid  with  a  better 
quality  of  life.  If  we  add  this  to  the 
individual  steps  that  we  take  to 
improve  our  health  plus  the  steps  that 
others  take  based  on  our  encourage- 
ment, we  will  be,  able  to  see  the  results 
of  our  efforts  in  short  order. 
Yes,  our  hope  is  in  what  we  currently 
do  not  see,  and  we  will  wait  patiently 
for  it.  But  we  will  not  wait  without 
doing  what  we  can.  As  you  consider 
your  health,  no  matter  what  your  cur- 
rent state  is,  be  determined  to  plan  and 
take  steps  to  improve  it.  Do  not  go  it 
alone,  bring  along  your  spouse,  your 
children,  or  co-workers,  and  your 
friends.  As  we  improve  our  health,  it 
is  all  for  God's  Glory.  Be  Blessed!! 

Wealth  continued  from  page  11 

program  ever  introduced.  Participants 
are  able  to  make  money  five  ways 
including  your  own  personal  website, 
a  lucrative  compensation  paid  in 
advance  for  sponsoring  others  into  the 
program  and  three  other  bonus  and 
commission  opportunities. 

I  am  excited  about  the  Healing 
America  opportunity  because  it  is  a 
business  with  a  mission  and  that  is  to 
bring  health  and  prosperity  to  our  peo- 
ple. Visit  my  website  at  www.etemal- 
gold.healingamerica.com  or  call  me  at 
252-407-7664  or  page  me  24  hours  at 
252-450-1682. 

I  hope  many  pastors  and  church 
leaders  will  encourage  your  people  to 
participate  in  this  worthy  program.  If 
we  work  together  on  this,  it  can  also  be 
a  great  financial  help  to  our  unified 
program  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention. 


CRISPY  OVEN-FRIED  CHICKEN 

1/2  cup  skim  rolik  or  buHomiilk 

1  tip  poultry  seasoning 

1  cup  coru{l«ke«,  «runibled 
1 1/2  Ttraps  oulon  powder 
1 1/2  Tb»p»  garlic  powder 

'2{*pi  black  pttpper 

2  ttpt  dried  bot  pepper,  cruthed 
1  tap  giogert  eround 

8  piocei  chicken,  skinless  (4  breatt«,  4  dninitllckc) 

•  few  thaket  paprika 

1  tap  vegetable  oil  (uce  to  greate  batdng  pan) 


Preheat  oven  to  350*  F. 

Add  1/2  teaspoon  of  poultry  seasoning  lo  milk. 

Combine  al!  ofhci'  spices  with  cornflake  crumbs  and  place  in  a  plastic  bag. 
Wash  chicken  and  pat  dry.  Dip  chicken  itiio  milk,  shake  to  remove  excess, 
then  quickly  shtilce  in  bag  with  seasoning  and  crumbs. 
RefHgerate  for  1  hour. 

Remove  from  refrigerator  and  sprinkle, lightly  with  paprika  for  color. 
EvMily  space  chicken  on  greased  baking  pan. 

Cover  with  aluminum  foil  and  bake  40  minuiCB,  Remove  foil  and  continue 
baking  for  an  additional  30  to  40  minutes  or  until  the  meat  can  be  easily 
pulled  away  from  the  bone  with  a  fork.  The  drumsticks  may  require  less 
baking  time  than  the  breasis.  Crumbs  will  form  a  crispy  "skin,"  (Do  not 
turn  chicken  during  baking.) 


Makes  €  servings 

Serving  size;  1/2  brestt  or  2  small  dr  umiticks 
Calories  2$< 
IFai  Sg 
Saturated  fat     t  g 

CMtctcrol       S2  mg 
Sodium  2S6  mg 


Subscribe 
NOW! 
See  page  28  for 
more 
information 
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AUXILIARY  NEWS 


OFFICE  OF  INSTITUTIONAL  &  SPECIALIZED  MINISTRIES 
Michael  R.  Smith,  Sr.,  Chairman 

GET  READY  TO  ATTEND 

2nd  ANNUAL  CRIME  &  INCARCERATION  CONFERENCE! 
Theme 

"The  Church  s  Mission  In  The  Midst  of  Crime  &  Incarceration  " 

The  time  is  now  to  begin  preparation  to  attend  the  2nd  Annual  Crime  &  Incarceration 
Conference  September  27-28,  2002.  This  year's  conference  will  be  held  at  the  Federal 
Correctional  Complex  in  Butner,  NC.  This  complex  is  one  of  the  largest  correctional  com- 
plexes in  the  country.  This  year's  conference  will  provide  expert  raining,  dialogue  with 
inmates,  tours  and  worship  services.  These  events  will  take  place  in  the  FCC  Training 
Center  and  inside  the  institutions. 

Important  Note 

Every  conference  attendee  that  wants  to  participate  in  events  inside  the  institutions  must  be 
cleared  through  NCIC  security  checks  by  filling  out  a  security  check  authorization  form. 
This  two-part  form  can  be  obtained  from  GBSC  headquarters  or  by  contacting  the  FCC 
Pastoral  Care  Department  at  919  575-4541  ext.4300.  The  form  can  be  filled  out  and  faxed 
back  to  (919)  575-2011. 

This  year's  conference  will  allow  conference  attendees  to  experience  the  impact  of  crime 
and  incarceration  by  being  in  the  midst  of  this  crisis  during  the  conference. 
This  is  an  opportunity  to  see  what  the  Lord  is  doing  in  the  midst  of  crime  and  incarceration. 
Prayerfully,  this  will  lead  to  greater  spiritual  understanding  in  responding  and  supporting 
this  great  work.  GBSC  pastors  are  encouraged  to  send  a  representative  who  will  be  leading 
your  church's  response  to  crime  and  incarceration. 


ELECTION  PROTOCOL  FOR  2002  GBSC,  INC 
AUXILIARY  UNITY  SESSION 


COMING... 


Black  College  Awareness  Day  '2002' 
Saturday,  September  28,  2002 
10:00  a.ni. -3:00  p.m. 
•  Over  50  Historically  Black  Colleges  &  Universities 

•  Financial  Aid/Scholarships  Worksliops 

•  ADA  (American  Disabilities  Act)  Workshop 
•  Middle  School  Standards,  Policies,  Procedures  Workshop 

•  College  Survival  Skills  'Rap'  Sessions 

•  Greek  Displays 
•  Door  Prizes 

•  High  School  Band  Block  Show  and  more  

This  event  is  FREE. ...No  Registration  Costs.. ..Lunch  Providedllst  come  and  share  this  time  of  information,  fel- 
lowship and  fun! 

*For  more  information  contact:  Cathy  Jones  (S}  (704)  537-6197  or  the  church  office  (5)  (704)  392-0392,  www.fmbc- 
charlotte.org  Servants  Affirming  God's  Word  Globally. ..Forward  Together 


Ai&O  CHURCH  FURNITURE 

PO  Box  1053,  Jamestown,  NC  27282                                                 Showroom:  1005  Greensboro  Road.  High  Point,  NC  27250 
Local  336-454-5145  •  Fax  336-55X3  •  Toll  1-800-523-9058  •  E-mail  Address:  aochurchaimiturecahotmall.com 

•Wholesale 

•Easels 

•Lectern 

•Pricing  to  Churches  & 

•Juvenile  Furniture 

•Coat  Racks 

•Church  Affiliated  Schools 

•Folding  Stages 

•Nursery  Cribs  &  Cots 

•Classroom  Seating 

•Activity  Tables 

•Pews 

•Chalk  hoards 

•Library  Furniture 

•Carpet 

•Bulletin  Boards 

•Folding,  Doors 

•Stained  Glass 

•Folding  Tables 

•Room  Dividers 

'Pew  Upholstering 

•Folding  Chairs 

•Office  Desks 

•Pew  Cusliions 

•Rocking  Chairs 

•Cabinets 

•Educational  Fiu-niture 

•Storage  Caddies 

•Commercial  Carpet 

•Teachers  Desks 

t «  «  1  ,  A  &  0  is,4lpk*l  &  OMEGA  (YfiunSauree  for  Complete  Church  Furniture) 

2002 

CHURCH  VOTING  ELECTION  FEE  REQUIREMENTS 
CONGRESS  &  USHERS 

CHURCH  REPRESENTATION  FEE  OF  $200.00 

EACH  CHURCH  SHALL  PAY  REGISTRA  TION  FEE 

BASED  ON  POPULATION  OF  CHURCH  -  PLEASE  SEE  GBSC 

CONSTITUTION  -  ARTICLE  X  . 

VOTING  MESSENGERS  ARE  DETERMINED  BY  GBSC  CONSTI 

TUTION  ARTICLE  X. 

EXAMPLE: 

CHURCH  REPRESENTATION  FEE  $200.00 
CHURCH  VOTING  REGISTRATION  FEE  35.00 
(BASED  ON  CHURCH  POPULATION  -  ARTICLE  X) 

church  fee  of  $35.00  entitles  church  to  3  voting  messengers 
TOTAL  CHURCH  COST  TO  VOTE  235.00 

ALL  VOTING  MESSENGERS  WILL  RECEIVE  A  VOTING  BADGE 
AND  KIT 

DEADLINE  FOR  RECEIPT  OF  GBSC  CONGRESS  AND  USHERS 
ELECTION  FORMS  TO  GBSC  HEADQUARTERS  -  JUNE  24.  2002 

*  All  non-voting  messengers  shall  pay  $10.00  registration  fee. 


SUPPORT  OUR  GBSC 
BOOKSTORE 
1-800-639-4272 


CHURCH  INSURANCE 

A  Guide  One  Insurance  Group 


(§)CNBC 

THE  CONGRESS  OF 
NATIONAL  BLACK  CHURCHES,  INC 

Sponsor  of  the  Church  Insurance  Program 


For  more  than  30  years,  we've  speacial- 
ized  in  Church  Insurance.  We  offer  you 
comprehensive  coverage,  from  Church 

Property,  to  Day  Care  Liability. 
CHURCH  HOME  LIFE  AUTO 

For  more  information  on  how  your  church  can 
participate  in  our  church  group  program  con- 
tact: 

ROXANNE  TAYLOR,  PRESIDENT 


CHURCH  INSURANCE  PARTNERSHIP  AGENCY,  INC 

1-800-438-8010 

A  MEMBER  OF  THE  GUIDE  ONE  IfiSUR^NCE  GROUP 
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Christian  Communication  cont.  from  page  5 
the  following: 

1.  Reaching  foi-  the  sky.  We  may  only 
reach  the  top  oC  the  tallest  tree,  but  aim 
for  the  sky.  Tell  them  to  Ho  their  best. 

2.  Getting  all  the  education  that  one  can 
get.  It  is  when  we  thitik  we  know  it  all 
that  we  know  the  least. 

3.  Demonstraling  lifelong  learning.  We 
arc  ii('\ci-  l(M)  old  to  learn.  Wlien  we  feel 
that  we  are  too  old  to  learn,  it's  lime  to 
move  on  to  another  reality  -  It's  lime  to 
die. 

To  transform  the   family  through 


(Ihristian  communication,  we  must 
become  advocates  for  education  and 
o|)ponents  of  ignorance.  We  must  become 
sound  investors  and  money  managers. 
And  we  must  model  honoring  our  elders 
and  learning  from  (heir 
wisdom. 

Christian  communication  sometimes 
involves  working  effectively  without 
being  seen  or  heard.  Some  Christian 
communication  occurs  in  the  shadows, 
background,  or  behind  the  scene.  The 
work  of  transforming  the  family  tlirough 

Christian  Communication  cont.  on  page  19 


Turner  &  Company  Sales 

1801  Charles  Street,  Ralei^,  NC  27610 

Phone  (919)  833.l87l.Fax  919-834^6695 
e-mail:  turnerco.$ales@triangle2.net 
A  J.  Turner,  Chairman  •  Edmond  M.  Pierce,  President 
Shirlev  Turner  Smith,  Vice  President 


"Everything  a  church  needs  •  We  also  refinish  pesvs!" 


Refinishings 
by  Kivetf  s 
Fine  Church 
Fumiiure  & 
Steeples 


Call  Me  Before  You 
Purchase! 


FREE  ROBES  (with  minimum  order) 

•  ROBES  •  CHOIR  ♦  CLERGY  •  CASSOCKS  •  ACADEMIC  •  GRADUATION  •  CLERGY 
SHIRTS  •  UNIFORMS  •  BADGES  •  GLOVES  •  EASTER  STAR  WHITE  DRESSES 
•  CHURCH  WARES  •  PEW  BIBLES  •  HYMNALS  •  PARAMENTS 

FREE  MEASUREMENTS,  CATALOGS  &  DEMONSTRATIONS 

JAMES'  HOUSE  OF  ROBES  &  UNIFORMS 

(7€M)  543-6825  OR  1 -800-535-6576  -  FAX  704-543-5575 
PO  BOX  471423,  CHARLOTTE,  NC  28247 
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And,  I  II  See  Vol 
In  The  Morning 

t 

C '  ' 

Baptist  Born 

Baptist  Bred 

AN  ANTHOL()(;V  OF 

FUNERAL  MESSAGES,  HELPS  FOR 
SERMON  DEVELOPMENT. 
FAMIl  Y  VISIT 
FUNERAL  AND 
GRAVE  SIDE 
SERVICES 

Sworn!  I'riiitiii}; 

W  ho  iuv  ilie>  / 
Whal  do  tlicv  ijclicvc 
iuid  why. 

.\  Sn  DV  FOR  (  III  K<  H  Mr.MHI.KS 

i  >r.  Scrcmis  T.  (  Imrn.  Sr. 
$10.00 

Dr.  Serenus  T.  Churn,  Sr. 
$15.QO 

The  Wooten  School  of  Music 

Invites  You  to  "But  Music  in  Your  Life"  in  2002 

Learn  to  Play  Gospel  Music 

A  unique  style  of playing  chords  to  accompany  your  favorite  tunes. 
Even  at  ilie  etid  of)>our  first  lesson.  We  guarantee! 


*  No  prior  experience  necessary 
*  We  guarantee  results  at  (he  end  of  your  first  lesson  *  Morning,  noon  or  night  dasses 

*  SPECI/VL  COURSE  -"Improving  Your  Present  Style  of  Playing" 

classes  begin  soon!  Beginning  Advanced  Intermediate  Classes 


For  additional  information  write:  THE  WOOTEN  SCHOOL  OF  MUSIC 
1003  W.  5th.,  Greenville,  NC  27834 
or  call  Studio,  919-757-1023  Home  919-757-1 135  -  Ya'll  Come! 
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A  MODEL  SCAM:  TAKE  A  CLOSER  LOOK 
BEFORE  YOU  SIGN  UP  WITH  A  MODELING  AGENCY 


By  Attorney  General  Roy  Cooper 

While  the  lliouglit  of  a  career  in  modeling 
brings  initiges  of  glamoiiiv  exeiteinenl  and  big 
paychecks,  consumers  who  sign  up  willi  mod- 
eling agencies  often  end  poorer  but  wiser'. 
Many  modeling  agencies  prey  on  victims 
ihroiigh  a  combination  of  flattery  and  pres- 
siiie.  These  agencies  make  their  money  by 
promising  high-paid  jobs  in  high  fashion  to 
lure  hopefuls  into  expensive  make-up  sessions 
and  jihoto  shoots.  Many  times  these  agencies 
seek  (jut  people  who  are  good  citizens  and 
good  Christians. 

I  lere's  how  the  agencies  operate.  Your 
lei-nage  daughter  or  son  hears  an  advertise- 
ment on  their  favorite  r  adio  station  or  sees  one 
in  the  newspaper  for  fashion  models.  They  beg 
you  to  let  them  attend  a  "scieening"  held  by  a 
modeling  agency  at  a  local  hotel.  The  day 
after-  the  screening,  you  receive  a  call  saying 
s/he  has  been  "selected"  by  the  company  you 
are  urged  to  make  another  appointment  to 
lign  a  contract  for  a  pholo  shoot  that  w  ill  Cost 
\  ()U  $600  or  more. 

Pr  essure  sales  tactics  and  your  child's  enthusi- 
asm make  it  hard  to  say  no.  But  before  you  say 
ye.s.  consider  these  myths  and  facts  about 
modeling; 

Myth:  Once  you  sign  up  with  a  modelirrg 
agency,  the  agency  will  help  you  find  runway 
and  print  work  that  pays  as  mu(;h  as  $150  per 
hour. 


Fact:  If  the  agency  claims  to  have  [)laced 
models  in  high  paying  jobs  with  specific  com- 
panies, contact  the  companies  to  ver  ify  tho.se 
claims.  .^Iso,  be  realistic  about  the  number'  of 
mofleling  jobs  that  may  actually  l)e  available 
in  your  town  or  crly.  The  majority  of  the  wor  k 
these  agencres  can  help  you  find  will  be  '"pr'o- 
motional  wor'k  ^  such  as  handrng  out  product 
samples  at  events.  1  his  work  typicallv  |)ays 
only  a  fraction  of  the  hourly  rates  for  real 
modeling  jobs. 

Myth:  For  the  low  price  of  $-f00-$600  the 
agency  will  arrange  for  a  photo  sliool  with  a 
professional  photographer-,  make-irp  ar  tist  antl 
hair  stylist,  to  provide  you  with  the  "comp 
card"  photos  you  will  need  to  send  to  pr-os|)ec- 
tive  employer  s. 

Fact:  While  aspiring  models  do  need 
"comp  cards,"  these  modeling  agencies  often 
charge  two  or  three  times  what  independent 
photographers  and  stylists  charge. 
Myth:  The  agency  says  thai  it  is  selective  in 
choosing  j^r'ospective  models  and  that  you 
have  '"the  look"  that  they  are  seeking. 
Fact:  While  il"s  flattering  to  think  vou  ha\(> 
the  potential  to  become  a  nrodel.  these  agen- 
cies make  money  by  signing  irp  as  many 
clients  as  possible,  not  by  finding  (he  ne.xl 
cover  girl.  If  you  are  willing  to  sign  a  contracl 
and  write  them  a  big  check,  they  are  usually 
willing  (o  ".select"  yorr. 

Myth:  Phis  is  a  now-or-never  opportunity. 
If  you  don't  sign  a  contract  today,  you  might 


miss  your  chartce  to  become  a  famous  model. 
Fact:  Yoir  should  rrever  sign  a  contract 
w  ilhoul  r-cading  it  (hor'oughly.  If  yoir  are  pr-es- 
sur  ed  lo  sign  a  contract  immediatelv.  ask  for-  a 
copy  lo  take  home  and  r  eview.  If  you  ar  e  told 
"now  or  never."  walk  away.  Keep  in  mind  that 
if  you  sign  a  contract  at  the  agency's  normal 
|ilace  of  business,  you  may  not  have  the  right 
to  a  r  efund.  If  you  sign  a  contr  act  at  a  hotel  or 
another  location  away  from  the  agency's  office 
you  automatically  have  three  days  to  cancel 
the  contract  and  receive  a  fiill  refiind,  jir'ovirl- 


cfl  \()U  notifS  the  C()iii|)aiiv  in  writing  with  a 
letter  (hat  is  |)oslmai-kefl  l>efoi-e  mid  night  of 
the  third  business  day  after  the  transaction. 

Before  vou  attend  a  screeriing  offered  by  a 
modeling  agerrcy.  call  the  Consumer 
Prolection  Division  of  the  .\tlorney  (.eneral  s 
Office  at  (^M9)  716-6000  and  your  local 
Belter  Business  Bureair  lo  check  lire  company. 


The  General  Baptist  State  Convention 
now 

accepts  MASTERCARD  or  VISA 

www.gbsc.org 
for  more  information:  800-639-GBSC 


VISA 


'  Just  Off  the  Press  ...  Latest  Release  of 

GBSC's  Bible  -  Price  $49.95 
Leather  Bound . 

Check  out  the  General  Baptist  Bookstore  for  New  Releases  at 

919-839-2211 
1-800-627-1690  •  Fax  919-839-2266 
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RE  GBSC  HIGHLIGHTS 


Clergy!  Layman! 


Do  you  need  someone  to  conduct  a  Financial  Management  Worl<shop? 
Give  a  keynote  address  on  vital  economic  interest  in  the  African  American  Community?  Or  design  a 
special  workshop  tailor  made  to  your  needs?  Look  no  Further!  Contact: 

API  &  ASSOCIATES 

PO  Box  471423 
Charlotte,  NC  28247 
1-800-535-6576  local  704-543-6525  fax  704  5435575 

OTHER  SEMINAR  TOPICS: 

ANGER  MANAGEMENT-STRESS  MANAGEMENT  FOR  WOMEN-  AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
HISTORY  -  MANAGING  DIVERSITY  IN  THE  WORKPLACE 

President:  Dr.  James  P.  Wooten-  -  Professor,  Toastmaster,  Keynote  speaker 


CHRISTOPHER  E.  JENKINS  CPA 

Jenkins  Management  Consulting,  P.C. 

Non-Profit  Accounting  &  Management 
Audits  .  Church  Aministration 
Clergy  Tax  &  Financial  Planning 
Tax/Information  Return  Preparation 
Voice  (252)  439-1185  .  FAX  (252)  439-1184 
2024  Mare's  Way,  Greenville,  NC  27858 
e-mail:  jmgmtc@greenville.com 


The  Bible  Study  Manual  is  a  first  in  a  series  developed  by 
Jimmie  and  Deloris  Whitehurst,  Creative  Christian  Educators. 

The  manual  presents  a  clear  "Straight  Forward" 
approach  to  several  key  doctrines  and  current  issues  facing  the 
church  today. 

The  manual  presents  29  lessons  and  outlines  for 
Comprehensive  Bible  Studies,$  15.95  a  copy.  Send  check  or 
money  order  to:  Dr.  Jimmie  Whitehurst,  PO  Box  31093, 
Raleigh,  NC  27622. 


MAKE  TREMENDOUS  PROFITS  BY  SPONSORING  POSITIVE  BLACK  IMAGE 
FUNDRAISERS  OR  SELLING  BLACK  ART  RETAIL!! 


PBI  Arts  Prints  Are  Superb  For:  Churches  &  Religious  Oiganizations  .  Buikling  Funds  ■  Educational  Funds  ■  Church  BoardfUsher,  Deacon,  Choir,  etc.) 
Other  Special  Projects  or  Events  ■  Individuals  ■  Small  Business  Start-up  (Home-based.  Vendors,  etc.)  Part-time  Business  Extra  Income 


"The  Old  Fashioned  Baptism" 
by  Arthello  Beck 


Order  Your  Sampler  Or  Starter 
Kit  Now  for  pnly  $20! 


Fund-raiser  Sampler  Kit  includes:  4  ftill  color 

Religious  Art  Prints  .  Instructions  for  Conducting 

an  Event .  Over  100  images  of  Black  Art  (Open  & 

Limited  Edition  Prints  focusing  on  Religious, 

Children's  &  Contemporary  Theines)  .  All  Occasion  & 

Christmas  Greeting  Cards  &  Artifacts 

&  Casual  Wear .  Free  Mini-Prints .  A  Free  Subscription 

to  our  PBI  Newsletter .  Below  Wholesale  Prices! 
 —  1 

SEND  to:  POSITIEVE  images,  PO  BOX  775,  DEPT.  CFR,  GAITHERSBURG,  MD  20884 


Fund-Raiser  Sample  Kit(s)  For  Only  $20  EA. 


Individual  Start  Kit  ONLY 


Money  Order,  check  or  Cahier's  Check  payable  to:  Positive  Blaclc  Images  enclosed. 
Change  to  my  Visa  Mastercards  


Exp.  Date 


Signature 


Ship  to;  Name 


Address 
Phone 


City 


Zip 


Evening  Number 
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YOUTH  CORNER 


Men  and  Women  of  Vaith 

By  Delores  Griffey 


HcIjiows  1 1 

Wliat  is  faith?  It  is  the  confident  assurance  that 
God's  Word  is  true  and  what  God  promises  to 

do,  He  will  do.  These  are  a  few  of  the  men 
and  women  who.  In  times  past,  had  faith  In 
God: 

§  Abel  -  By  faith  Abel  obeyed  God  and 
brought  the  sort  of  offering  God  was  pleased 
with. 

§   I'^noch  -  Enoch  trusted  God  too.  And  God 
protected  Him  from  danger 
§   Noali  -  Noah  trusted  God  enough  to  build 
an  ark  even  though  those  around  him  didn't 
believe  there  would  be  a  flood  and  made  fiin 


of  Noah  and  his  family. 

§   .\braliam  -  Abraham  trusted  God.  When 

God  told  Abraham  to  leave  his  home  and  go  to 

a  strange  country  Abraham  obeyed. 

§   Sarah  -  Sarah  too  had  faith,  and  in  spite 

of  her  old  age,  was  able  to  give,  birth  to  a  son. 

She  knew  God  washable  to  do  what  He  had 

promised.  So  from  Abraham  and  Sarah  grew  a 

whole  nation  of  God's  people. 

§   Isaac  -  By  faith  Abraham's  son  Isaac  knew 

God  would  give  future  blessings  to  his  two 

sons,  Jacob  and  Esau. 

§  .lacoh  -  By  faith  Jacob  blessed  his  grand- 
sons, knowing  that  God  would  fulfill  his  prom- 
ises to  them. 

§  Joseph  -  It  was  by  faith  that  Joseph,  as  an 
old  man  knew  that  God  would  bring  the  peo- 
ple of  Israel  out  of  Egypt. 


§  iVIoses  -  It  was  by  faith  that  Moses  when 
he  became  a  man  refiased  to  be  treated  like  the 
grandson  of  king,  but  choose  to  share  the  ill- 
freatment  with  God's  people  Instead.  Moses 
was  looking  forward  to  the  reward  God  would 
give  him  and  because  he  tnasted  Gad  he  wa  n't 
afraid  of  the  king's  anger  Moses  believed  God 
would  take  care  of  His  people  by  faith  Moses 
led  the  people  out  of  Israel  through  the  Red 
Sea. 

§  l{ahal>  -  By  faith  Rahab  did  not  die  with 
the  others  in  her  city  when  they  refiised  to 
obey  God. 

§  .  JI^SUS  -  our  leader  and  instmctor  gave 
the  greatest  example  of  faith  to  us;  He  was 
willing  to  die  a  shamefiil  death  on  the  stake 
because  of  the  joy  He  knew  He  would  have 
afterwards.  Jesus  now  sits  on  the  right  hand 


side  of  His  Father  in  a  place  of  honor  next  t 
the  very  throne  of  God  Himself  Whenever  yo 
get  weary  and  become  fainthearted,  think  c 
Jesus  and  His  great  patience  and  faith. 


www.gbsc.org 

1-800-639-GBSC 


THE  MINISTER'S  COUNCIL 


Dr.  Leonzo  D.  Lynch,  President 

Greetings  in  the  matchless  name  of  our 
risen  Christ.  The  prayers  of  the  Ministers' 
Council  are  with  each  of  you  as  you  labor  in 
the  vineyard  of  the  Master  it  is  our  hope  and 
prayer  that  God  will  enhance  your  ministries 
that  we  may  reach  more  souls  for  Jesus  Christ. 
The  GBSC  Ministers'  Council  has  taken  our 
charge  from  President  Fuller  to  serve  the  min- 
isters of  this  great  convention.  Our  efforts 
have  been  put  forth  to  provide  resources  to  the 
clergy  of  this  convention  with  the  aim  of  pro- 
viding assistance  and  support  to  servants  of 
God. 

This  month's  emphasis  will  continue  to  focus 
on  the  minister's  personal  library.  One  book 
that  is  highly  recommended  is: 

The  Empowered  Communicator:  7  Keys  to 
Unlocking  an  Audience 
By  Calvin  Miller 

{Broadman  &  Holman  Publishers,  Nashville, , 


TN  1994}  ISBN  #0-8054-1144-5 

Dr.  Miller  notes  "Holding  an  audience 
without  a  rope  is  the  all  consuming  art  of 
every  preacher  in  this  current  age  of  commu- 
nication. There  are  seven  all  —  important 
keys  to  this  elusive  art,  and  ignoring  even  one 
of  them  will  leave  a  speaker  frustrated  by 
audience  disinterest.  Without  these  keys,  the 
preacher  will  find  that  the  sermon  remains 
locked." 

Several  issues  are  addressed  to  include: 
How  can  you  have  an  audience  on  your  side 
before  you  even  open  your  mouth?  What  can 
you  do  in  the  first  three  minutes  of  any  pres- 
entation to  guarantee  your  listeners  will  pay 
attention?  What  three  common  approaches 
should  you  avoid  in  order  to  make  closing 
remarks  more  powerftl? 

For  preachers  and  Christian  speakers  in 
the  age  of  MTV  and  information  superhigh- 
ways, audiences  have  a  simple  message:  "If 
you  can't  reach  us  quickly  and  convincingly, 
you  might  as  well  stay  at  home."  The 
Empowered  Communicator  shows  you  how 
to  reach  out  to  an  audience  how  to  develop 
and  deliver  Christian  messages  that  grab  their 
attention,  hold  their  interest,  and  inspire  them 
to  act. 

Written  in  a  conversational,  non  —  technical 
style,  this  book  is  spiced  with  real  —  Life 
anecdotes  recounting  The  trials  and  triumphs 
of  preaching  arid  reaching  the  Word,  from 
riveting  sermons  to  show  — stopping  slips  of 
the  tongue.  It  is  also  tightly  organized  and 
carefully  researched,  with  references  for  fur- 
ther study  after  every  chapter.  For  newly 
minted  speakers  and  seasoned  professionals 
alike.  The  Empowered  Communicator 
explains  seven  keys  to  successful  speaking  in 
exacting  detail  and  applying  contemporary 
Jeadershig  _strate^ic  a  Christian,  context. 


Anyone  wanting  listeners  who  are  not  only 
awake,  but  fiilSlled  and  inspired,  will  find  this 
book  indispensable. 

Ingenious  yet  basic,  this  book  is  full  of  the 
infonnation  needed  to  give  any  minister  a 


boost  in  his/her  own  sermon  developmenl 
Keep  this  valuable  resource  under  your  arm 
as  you  get  ready  to  grow. 


Congradulations  Rev.  Sandra  Holland-Trotter! 


I 


Dear  Reverend  Holland-Trotter: 

I  am  delighted  to  extend  greetings  and  offer 
my  sincere  congratulations  on  being  named  the 
first  African-American  female  to  hold  the  office 
of  President  of  the  Fayetteville-Cumberland 
County  Ministerial  Council  in  it's  forty-five 
year  history. 

Your  many  contributions  to  the  betterment 
of  all  citizens,  and  particularly  women,  are 
indeed  commendable.  In  addition  to  helping 
women,  you  have  also  made  history  as  a 
woman.  In  addition  to  your  history-making 
installation  as  an  officer  in  the  Council,  you 
have  also  served  as  the  first  woman  to  become 
an  instructor  at  the  Ordinafion  Academy  of  the 
Union  Baptist  Association,  and  the  second 
woman  to  preach  there  in  one  hundred  twenty 
years.  You  also  made  history  when  you  preached 
at  Macedonia  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  the 
first  woman  to  do  so  in  one  hundred  forty-seven  years.  Your  contributions  to  the  church,  and  tc 
the  people  of  your  community,  have  been  outstanding.  Your  work  breaks  ground  for  womer 
everywhere;  it  will  resonate  with  man-  and  woman-kind  for  years  to  come. 

Mrs.  Easley  joins  me  in  extending  congratulations  at  this  special  fime  in  your  life.  May  God 
continue  to  richly  bless  you,  Shiloh  Temple  of  Faith  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  the 
Fayetteville-Cumberland  County  Ministerial  Council. 

With  kindest  regards,  I  remain 


Rev.  Sandra  Holland-Trotter 
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NEWS 


North  End  Baptist 
pastor  celebrates 
45th  anniversary 

J^^orth  End  Baptist  Chui  ch  in  Rocky 
Mount  celebrated  the  45th  anniversary  of 
its  pastor  in  July  2002.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Elbert  Lee's  tenure  with  the  church  was 
honored.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Lilipiana 
Darensburg  from  the  Shaw  Divinity 
School  was  the  guest  speaker.  Darensbur  g 
is  an  administrative  assistant  at  the 
school. 

We  have  been  called  to  share,  we  have 
been  called  by  God  to  care.  World  Mission 
Home  and  Aboard  Inc.  is  calling  on  all 
churches,  businesses  and  people  of  good 
will  to  join  an  effort  to  restore  that  won- 
derful country 
Monrovia,  Liberia 
West  Africa.  Fhey 
are  in  great  need  of 
clothing,  food, 
medicine  and  med- 
ical assistance, 
financial  assis- 
tance, school  sup- 
plies. Hymn  Books 
and  Bibles,  agricul- 
tural needs,  transportation.  Health  Care 
and  many  other  unmet  needs.  Please  call 


LEE 


BOUND  FOR 
LIBERIA, 
AFRICA 
World  Mission  at 
Home  and 
Abroad 


or  write  us  today! 

The  Rev.  Dr  Elbert  Lee,  Pastor  of 
North  End  Missionary  Baptist  Church  or 
Dr.  Pearl  Younis-Grayson,  President. 
Holy- Holy  Global  Mission 
500  E.  Grand  Ave. 
Rocky  Mount,  NC  27801 
(252)  977-0363  or  (252)  4^6-9212 
Church  Number:  (252)  i46-7755 


"We  are  commissioned  by  God  lo  go  into 


Telegram  photo  /  Tim  Harri 

Pictured  above  from  left,  Pearl  Younis-Grayson,  Sylvia  Walker  and  the 
Rev.  Elbert  Lee,  of  the  North  Baptist  Church,  are  shown  with  donated 
goods  that  are  being  sent  to  Liberia,  Africa,  as  part  of  the  Christian  non- 
profit outreach  program,  HOLY-HOLY  Inc.  Community  members  donat- 
ed all  the  items  and  money  that  are  part  of  (the  shipment.  Food  also  makes 
up  a  large  portion  of  the  shipment  that  left  Rocky  Mount  on  Wednesday.) 


PO^f  fl%  CHu/vOn  ^^^^^^  Administration  Software 
■  '''''''''''''^^  vvww.CapitalComputing.com 


Membership  Profiles 
Pictorial  Directories 
Activities  &  Skills 
Attendance 
Visitation 
Ministry  Services 
Church  Mailing  List 
Equipmt  Inventory 
Music  Library 

Tape,  Book,  and  Video  Library 


Sermon  Filer 
E-Mail  Directory 
Fund  Accounting 
Accounts  Payable 
Accounts  Receivable 
Contributions 
Payroll 

Built-in  Security 
Graphics 


Customer  Report  Writer 
Phone  Tree  Interface 
32-bit  Performance 
Year200  Ready 
Print  W/2W3  Tax  Froms 
Custom  Reports 
Pledges 

Netwrok  Ready 

Customizable 

Training  Available  On-site 


Capital  Computing  Services 
19W.HargettSt.,Suite200 
PO  Box  367 

Raleigh,  NC  27602-0367 
(919)  833-8975  fax 

Charles  Brown  ©Capital  Computing.com 


JUL 


ONLY  $295 

(tax  &  shipping 
not  included) 


CONTACT  US  TODAY 


Christian  Communication  cont.  from  p  14 

Christian  communication  is  necessary, 
and  should  be  done  to  advance  Cod's 
kingdom,  not  ours. 

Wlien  the  family  is  strong,  the  church 
is  strong.  When  the  family  is  stjohg,  the 
community  and  the  nation  will  also  be 
strong.  Charity  begins  at  home  (within 
the  family)  and  spreads  abroad,  to  the 
church,  community  and  nation...  We 
have  an  awesome  task  to  achieve.  us 
be  about  oui'  Father's  business  and  trans- 
form our  families  through  (christian  com- 
munication by  advocating  and  modeling: 

•  Church  Connections  and 
Spirituality 

•  Values  and  Standards 

•  Strong  Kinship  Bonds 

•  Flexibility  in  Family  Roles " 

•  Internal  Development 

•  High  Work  Orientfition  and 

•  High  Education  and 
Achievement  Orientation 


'•  -'  '6  1  tTlu-  ' 
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MORE  NEWS 


THEY  ANSWERED  THE  CALL 
For  Nigeria,  West  Africa  and  Afghanistan 


Kosc  I  lilL  Delway,  NC  -  On  May  18, 
2002,  the  Lower  Samson  County 
Missionary  Union,  under  the  guidance 
and  leadership  of  President  Annie 
Matthews,  answered  the  call  of  Mission 
on  thg'.field.  We  met  at  Host  Church, 
Hayes  (^hapel  Baptist,  Pastor  Rev.  Alfred 
Holston.j  God  equipped  all  of  us  with 
uninu6  abilities  in  serving  Him.  Our 
wlotive  was  and  is  to  glorify  God  and 
benefit  others  in  Christ.  FZxodus  31  tells 
us  that  God  gave  certain  people  special 
skills  to  work  in  gold,  in  silver,  in  cutting 
jewels,  and  in  all  kinds  of  workmanship 
to  help  build  the  tabernacle.  I  he  Lower 
Sampson  Union  says  to  everyone,  if  you 
are  a  construction  worker,  well  digger,  a 
teacher,  a  Irasii  hauler,  a  plumber,  a  doc- 
tor, a  car|)enter,  a  writer,  a  mechanic,  a 
scientist,  an  assembly  line  worker,  a  sec- 
retary or  any  other  kind  of  worker  whose 
occupation  contributes  to  the  welfare  of 
others,  you  have  a  God  honoring  jol).  In 
His  sight  it  is  an  opportunity  to  serve  Him 
in  the  places  He  has  provided. 

Our  Union  found  a  place  dirough  Rev. 
Dr.  Moses  Neuman  of  (he  World  Care 
Ministry  to  help  build  wells  in  Africa  so 
there  could  be  clean  drinking  water.  Fhe 
Union  has  L2  churches.  Ten  of  (he 
churches  pooled  their  monies  and  built 
three  wells.  Churches,  participating  were 


Pictured  to  the  left  ftom 
left  to  right; 
Representative  Nurham 
Warwick  of  the  NC 
House,  Raleigh,  NC  ; 
Rev.  moses  Dr.  Moses 
Neuman,  Director  of  the 
World  Care  Ministry, 
Dallas,  N  C  ; 
Representative  Dr.  Larry 
Bell  of  the  NC  House, 
Raleigh,  NC;  Sherwood 
Allcox,  Democratic 
Candidate  for  the  Clerii  of 
Court,  Clinton,  NC. 
Seated:  Annie  Mattews, 
President  of  The  Lower 
Sampson  County 
Missionary  Union, 
Clinton,  NC. 


Garland  first  Baptist, 
Pastor  Dr  Samuel  McDonald  Jr., 
Keathern  Baptist  Church,  Pastor  Rev. 
Harvey  Robinson,  Hayes  Chapel  Baptist 
Church,  Pastor  Rev.  Alfred  Holston, 
Andrews  Baptist  Church,  Pastor  Rev. 
iXithur  lay  lor,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Rev.  Tommy 
Jones,  Roseville,  Rev.  Louie  Boykin, 
Byrds  Chapel,  Rev.  James  Faison,  111, 
Peters  Tabernacle,  Rev.  James  Grimes, 
Pilgrim  Rest,  Rev.  Willie  Randolph,  and 
St.  John,  Pastor  Rev.  Franklin  Faison. 
Two  pastors  were  presented  with  stoles 
because  their  church  built  individual 
wells. 

i\ll  pastors  received  a  plaque  from  Sis. 
Matthews,  President  of  the  Union,  and 
Dr.  Moses  Neuman,  Director  of  the  World 
Care  Ministry.  They  each  also  received 
World  Care  certificates  from  Dr.  Neuman. 
Our  special  guest,  Representative  Larry 
Bell  of  the  NC  llou.se  in  Raleigh,  passed 
out  the  placiues  to  pastors. 

Bo.xos  of  religious  materials  were 
boxed  up  and  sent  to  Africa  by  the 
Presidents  of  all  church  circles. 
President's  supporters  were  Sis.  Oxel 
Lynch.  Garland  First  Baptist,  Sis. 
Theiese  Herring.  Hayes  Chapel,  Sis. 
FIdia  Faison.  Mt.  Pleasant,  Sis.  Mildred 
Fowler.  y\ndrews  Chapel,  Sis.  Lillie 
Williams.   Byrds   Chapel,   Sis.  Mary 


Newkirk.  St.  John,  Sis.  Bertha  Howard. 
Keathern,  Sis.  Sylvia  Can.  Roseville,  Sis. 
Sharon  Keith.  Snow  Hill,  Sis^  Macie 
Bannerman.  Pilgrim  Rest,  Sis.  Annie 
Robinson.  Peters  Tabernacle.  There  were 
approximately  30  boxes  of  Bibles, 
Missionary  Helpers,  Sunday  School 
Quarterlies,  pencils,  concordances  and 
other  religious  books  and  magazines. 
Representative  Nurham  Warwick  of  the 
N(^  House  in  Raleigh  presented  each 
President  with  a  plaque  from  the 
President  of  the  Union. 

Then  some  ladies  worked  with  the 
youth  of  the  Union  and  raised  finances  to 
be  sent  to  the  White  House  in 
Washington,  DC  for  the  Afghanistan  chil- 
dren. President  George  Bush  asked  each 
y\merican  boy  and  girl  to  participate.  The 
money  was  mailed  to  the  Afghanistan 
Children's  Fund  in  Washington,  DC.  Rep. 
Nurham  Warwick  presented  each  circle 
President.  He  and  the  President  signed 
each  certificate. 

The  President  of  the  Union  was  pre- 
sented three  placjues,  two  framed  certifi- 
cates, an  African  dress  outfit  and  12  large 
balloons  -  one  representing  each  of  her  12 
churches,  by  Rep.  Dr.  Larry  Bell,  Rep. 
Nurham  Warwick,  Democratic  Candidate 
for  Clerk  of  Court,  Mr.  Shei-wood  Allcox, 
and  Rev.  Dr.  Moses  Director  of  the  World 
Care  Ministry.  She  was  over\vhelmed 
with  joy  and  thanksgiving.  AW  pastors, 
presidents,  youth  and  out-of-town 
guests,  along  with  the  President,  had 
their  pictures  taken  on  the  church  steps, 
by  Mrs.  Womble  of  Wendell,  NC,  a  dear 
fi  iend  of  Rep.  Nurham  Warwick.  It  was  a 
high  day  for  the  Lord.  Rev.  Tommy 
Jones,  pastor  of  Mt.  Pleasant  Chuich, 
brought  the  sermon.  We  were  very  hum- 
bled and  proud  to  have  given  our  time, 
talents,  and  finance  for  the  upbuilding  of 
Cod  a  Kingdom.  .\  very  big  thank  you 
goes  to  everyone  that  participated  and 
worked  hard  for  the  Lord. 

Jf  i'  giro  Thee  bid  Thine  own, 

])liute\'r  the  gift  may  be: 

All  that  we  hare  i.s  thine  alone, 

A  tru.st.  0  Lord,  from  Thee. 
President,  Annie  Matthews  and  the 
Lower  Sampson  Union,  District  VI  Group 
1  Neuman,  NC. 


History  Continued  from  page  7 
life  of  those  who  have  hope 
in  Jesus! 

FOR  INFORMATION  about  working 
on  the  project  CONTACT: 

Dr.  Aichie  D.  Logan,  Jr.,  Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer 

General  Baptist  State  Convention  of 

North  Carolina,  Inc. 

603  South  Wilmington  Street 

Raleigh,  NC  27601-2338 

800-639-GBSC  **  919-821-7466  ** 

919-836-0061  fax 

www.gbsc.org  **  alogan@gbsc.org 


Christian  Stewardship  cont  from  p.  7 

actions. 

Shine  today  by  becoming  a  faithful 
steward  of  the  Central  Children's  Home  In 
Oxford,  N.C.  and  other  objectives  of  our 
Convention.  Please  make  the  following 
contacts  today  to  become  a  beacon  of  light 
in  the  work  of  God  through  the  General 
Baptist  State  Convention; 

•  Mr.  Michael  Alston,  Executive  Director, 

Central  Children's  Home 
(919)  693-7617;  (919)  693-1213;  (919) 
693-3963  Fax;  or  E-mail: 
cch@gloryroad.net 

•  Rev.  Nilous  M.  Avery,  II,  4th  Vice 
President/CBSC  (704)  6370954;  (704) 
633-6227;  (704)  637-1137  Fax;  or  E 
mail: 

AveryRevKin@aol.com 


'To  the  only  wise  God  be  glory  forever 
through  Jesus  Christ!  Amen."  (Romans 
16:27,  NIV). 


Support  our  Mission 

Subscribe  to  the 
Baptist  Informer  Now 
See  Page  28  for  more^ 
information. 
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le  122nd  Annual  Session 

Natiorial  Baptist  Converition,  USA,  Inc. 

Dr*  WHIIam  J*  Shaw,  President 

GENERAL  HOUSING  FORM:  SEPTEMBER  2  -  SEPTEMBER  6^  2002 
DEADLINE:  Delegate  -  July  31,  2002 

Requests  received  after  the  deadline  could  possibly  be  assigned  at  a  hotel  not  in  the  housing  package. 


HOTEL  REQUEST:  ^  -,t  send  torm  twice  Of 

deposit  niay  be  '.  •  .lest  form.  Telephorie 

reservations  will  not  l>;  accepted.  A  deposit  o!  $100.00  for  feach  rocn 
must  accompany  al!  housing  requests.  Deposits  will  be  accepted  \n  the 
form  of  certified  check,  money  order,  church  check,  or  credit  card. 
/vtekc  checks  ancJ  mo.'iey  otders  f:)aydbie  to  NBc  Housing/Welcome 
Philadelphia  Housms  Bureau.  A  $15.00  service  charse  will  be  applied  to 
checks  r<?xnme.<i  for  noti  sufficient  funds. 

GROUP  BLOCKS:  DeadJine  June  14,  2002     he  maximum  number 
Sraup's  rooms  tfiat  can  xx.  requested  is  50,  regardless  of  church  or  sro  .  ■ 
affiiidtion.  The  NBC  USA  Housins  Director  at  (71S>  346-9290  must  expio.. 
group  procedure  AJI  requests  for  TO  rooms  or  more,  rBust  be  submitted 

to  NBC  Hoosins  Bureai.  •/ "  ■•  cornpleted  i^ote!  Reservation  Fprm 
accompanied  by  the  i-ga..  ■.  jO  deposit  per  room  along  with  fotr 
hotel  selections, 

CHANGES/CANCELLATIONS:  Ail  chanses  and  canceilations  fTiust  t:)e 
sent  in  writirig  to  NBCUSA,  inc.  Housing  Bureau,  108  Wilmot  Road,  Suite 
400,  Deerfield,  illinois  60015-0825.  Early  departures,  changes,  and 
cancefiations  after  July  31st,  arc  subiect  ts  3  $16.00  processes  fee  ^nd 
ad'li-  ityfecsse''       ■  00  deposits  wi!!. be  appUcd 


to  ftrst  n^sr-f  .   vithin  72  > 

arrr/al,  aii  d.:  ■  :e$100a 
if  you  fail  to  cancei  use  leservaiion  s^no  sr  icw; 


.  r  Eo  day  of 
be  applied 


ACCO/AMODATIONSj  !n  the-  event  none  of  your  choices  are 

avfrl-^*-  ,  r-M'/'t  w'!'      rnad:'  to  g'^sign  comparable  Housing  t>ased 

cv  .-.iranteed  :;isned  or  , 

f'  ,    ;  ;  Mcmation  tha.  ■  •  .  .■   ^  receive  w 

:jifect?y  from  the  NBC^^X'elco^■ne  Phiiadeiphia  Housing  Bureaij 

ROOM  ACKNOWLEDGMENTS  &  CONFIRMATIONS:  r 

,  .:^;.-ip:*;t:..,: .  .:..>f  yCu.- ■       .  f  ■-.D>l.We,con-.e -,>■  o..-.  c-  , 

Housing  Bureau  will  ,<\  dcknowledgriient  to  tr^!:  - 

registrant  6n>,'  ?  ,    ,  .  ...  ^. 

organizatior 

Online:  vvww.cxpocdgc. com/NBC 

Mail;       NBCUSA,  Inc.  -  Housing  Bureau 

108  Wilmot  Rd,  Suite  400,  Deerfield,  Illinois  60015-0825 

Fax:        i.800>  '  .  ■  '  fcixing 

(Fax  oi  dit  card":' 

Phone:    (800)  650-6835 


C5ENEBLAL  HOUSING  FORM:  l'i«2ase  type  or  print  and  complete  all  informaliori 

Person  to  wtiom  a<;knowled5n->ent  will  be  mailed: 
Name: 


BoXr 


Orgar-i,  ,  ,  ;: 

City/State/Zip: 
Telephone  Nu- 

Arriva.i  Date: 
Departure  Date: 


^    n  SINGLE  (1  BED,  1  PERSON) 

■^,^CK   n  uiOUBLE/DOUBLE  (2  BEDS,  2  PERSON5 

rj  TRIPLE  (2  BEDS,  3  PERSONS) 

a  QUAD  (2  BEDS,  4  PERSONS) 

n  ONE  BEDROOM  S'  .TTF  . 


3sd-if  e-mail  address  is  or. 


Numlaer  of  Adults: 

Occupant  Narnes. 


Special  Requests: 


Nui 


ADA  Requirements:  f Please  explain 


Enter  Hotel  Choicc(s): 


PAYMENT  INFORMATION:  By  signing  below,  !  auti  .  _ 
assigned  hotel  to  charge  my  credit  card  a  S100  deposit,  to  t^e 
applied  to  my  room  charges 

O  ArnEx    n  Discover    ri  mC    n  Visa   O  Othe; 
Card  #:  hxp.-Date; 
Nanne  on  Card 
Signature:  _ 

[~3  Enclosed  is  a  check  for  a  minimum  deposit  of  $100.00- 

Make  checks  payable  to  NBC/Welcome  Philadelphia  Housing 
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U.S.  Supreme  Court 
Decision  on  Private  School 
T\iition  Vouchers 

Statement  of  Bob  Chase,  President, 
National  Education  Association 
on  the 

Submitted  by  Carol  Smith,  Associate 
"  Editor 

The.  National  Education 
Association  ptedges  to  continue  to 
fight  for  children  and  public  education 
—  and  oppose  divisive  and  counter- 
productive proposals  to  divert  energy, 
attention,  and  resources  to  private 
school  tuition  vouchers,  despite  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court's  ruling  in 
Zelman  v.  Simmons-Harris,  the 
Cleveland  private  school  voucher 
case.  Just  because  vouchers  may  be 
legal  in  some  circumstances  doesn't 
make  them  a  good  idea. 

The  record  is  clear  that  American 
public  schools  have  improved  dramat- 
ically and  are  continuing  to  change. 
Reading  and  math  scores  on  the 
National  Assessment  of  Education 
Progress  have  increased  steadily  since 
1992,  the  proportion  of  high  school 
graduates  with  $  bachelor's  degree  has 
grown,  and  more  students  are  taking 
advanced  math  and  science  and  other 
core  academic  courses.  (See  "Good 
News  About  Our  Public  Schools"  at 
www.nea.org/publiced/goodnews.) 
Vouchers  are  divisive  and  an  expen- 
sive diversion  from  continuing 
progress. 

Vouchers  are  not  reform.  If  policy- 
makers want  to  act  on  the  issues  the 
parents  care  most  about  -  (the  kitchen 
table  discussions  about  education 
opportunity  for  their  children)  they 
will  address  teacher  quality,  class  size, 
making  sure  all  schools  have  high 
expectations  for  every  child,  and  pro- 
viding the  resources  to  help  students 
succeed. 

When  voters  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  choose,  they  have  defeated 
vouchers  by  two  to  one.  At  least  26 
state  legislatures  have  rejected  vouch- 
er proposals  —  some  of  them  several 
times. 

Last  year,  at  least  eight  states 


rejected  legislative  proposals  for 
vouchers,  and  several  more  rejected 
voucher-like  tuition  tax  credits  or  tax 
credits  or  deductions  for  scholarships. 
Moreover,  a  1992  Congressional 
Research  Service  report  found  that  aid 
to  sectarian  schools  is,  at  a  minimum, 
uncertain  in  all  but  12  states  and 
explicitly  prohibited  in  at  least  six 
states.  " 

We  will  continue  to  fight  for  public 
schools  and  against  vouchers  or  relat- 
ed schemes  to  provide  public  funds  to 
private  and  religious  schools  -  at  the 
ballot  box,  in  state  legislatures,  and  in 
state  courts.  We  will  continue  this 
fight  in  allegiance  with  the  vast  major- 
ity of  American  parents  who  want 
good  schools  in  their  communities. 
And  we  will  continue  this  fight  with 
the  best  interests  of  children  foremost 
in  our  minds. 


Subscribe 

Today 
See  insert 
on  page  28 
for  further 
details  on 

how  to 
subscribe 
TODAY! 


PREACHER'S  HOOPER  SERMON  REPORT  2002 
BLACK  PREACHING  SERMONS 
Dr.  Ricky  R.  Eason  Sr.-  94  Different  Sermons  (20  hrs.  of  research  per  sermon) 


SERMON 

01.  Your  Anchor  Holds  And  Grips  The  Solid 

Rock 

02.  You  Got  The  Right  One  Baby/Doing  The 

Thing  Right 

03.  God  Said  It,  1  Believe  &  That  Settles  It  / 

It  All  Adds  Up 

04.  Burn  Up  Or  Burn  Out  For  God 

05.  Busted  Britches  From  Straddling  The 

Fence 

06.  Dangerous  Minds 

07.  Don't  Even  Think  About  It 

08.  Fired  Up  By  The  Holy  Ghost 

09.  Are  You  Full  Of  The  Stuff 

10.  Let's  Get  On  Board 

11.  God  Picked  Me  To  Be  On  His  Side 

12.  Grace  On  The  Race 

13.  Grow  Up  Or  Blow  Up 

14.  Hang  In  There 

15.  He  Lifted  Me  Up  Out  Of  The  Miry  Clay 

16.  Look  Where  The  Lord  Has  Brought  Me 

From 

17.  If  My  People 

18.  We  Can  Do  It  For  A  New  Day  Has  Come 
19. 1  Know  What  Prayer  Can  Do 

20.  Put  Some  Clothes  On  Child 

21.  A  Right  Thing  In  A  Wrong  Time 

22.  The  Man  Who  Had  Everything  But  The 

Right  Thing 

23.  Soap  For  The  Soul 

24.  Stay  On  The  Lord's  Side 

25.  If  You  Take  One  Step  He'll  Take  Two 

26.  Stepping  In  Your  Own  Mess 

27. 1  Can't  Lose  With  The  Stuff  I  Use 

28.  You  Can't  Touch  This 

29.  Warm  In  A  Cold  Situation 

30.  That's  The  Way  He  Died  But  That's  Not 

The  End  Of  The  Story 

31.  What  You  See  Is  What  You  Get 

32.  What's  Faith  Got  To  Do  With  It 

33.  You  Can't  Make  It  Without  God 

34. 1  Just  Want  To  Say...  "Thank  You  Lord" 

35.  A  Heart  Like  Thine 

36.  Just  A  Closer  Walk  With  Thee 

37.  Give  Me  A  Clean  Heart  So  I  Can  Serve 

You 

38.  What  Ever  The  Problem  God  Has  The 

Answer 

39.  Peace  -  In  The  Midst  Of  My  Storm 
40. 1  Am  On  The  Right  Road,  Now! 

41.  A  Good  Man  In  A  Bad  Situation 

42.  Good  Medicine  For  A  Bad  Ailment 

43.  Stand  Up  And  Testify 

44.  Bad  Boys!  What  You'll  Going  To  Do 

When  He  Comes  For  You 

45.  Angels  Just  Keep  Watching  Over  Me 

46.  Go  Ahead!  Make  My  Day 

47.  A  Trip  To  The  Cross 

48.  Jesus!  Jesus!  Jesus!  He  Is  Somebody's 

Preacher 

49.  On  The  Day  Of  Pentecost 

50.  Jesus  Is  All  That!  And  A  Whole  Lot 

More 

51.  Muddy  Putty  in  The  Potters  Hands 

52.  When  Stress  Controls  You  Jesus  Consoles 
You 

53.  Black  Men  And  Women,  Changing  A 

Generation 
54.1  Am  Black  But  I  Am  Somebody 
55.Staying  Afloat  In  A  Sinking  Boat 


TITLES: 

56.  He  That  Has  A  Friend  Must  Show 
Himself  Friendly 

57.  Victory  Is  Mine 

58.  Occupy  Till  I  Come 

59.  A  Man  On  A  Mission/The  Borrowed  Ax 

60.  Busy  In  God's  Business 

61.  That's  Just  Like  Mama 

62.  He's  Alive  And  I  Am  Glad  About  It 

63.  What  The  World  Needs  Now  Is  Love 

Sweet  Love 
64. 1  Moved  From  My  Old  House  And  My 

Old  Friends 
65. 1  Just  Want  To  Know  Why 

66.  What  Do  You  Do  When  Life  Is  Not  Fair 

67.  Why  Do  Bad  Things  Happen  To  Good 

People 

68.  What  Do  You  Do  When  Your  Brook  Runs 
Dry 

69.  Diagnosis  From  Dr.  Jesus,  Go  And  See 

The  Dr. 

70.  Who  Is  This  Man 

71.  What  Would  Jesus  Do 

72.  If  I  Could  But  Touch  The  Hem  Of  His 

Garment 

73.  Come  See  A  Man  Twenty-One  (21)  New 

Sermons 

74.  Wounded  By  The  Ones  You  Love 

75.  How  To  Stand  In  The  Storms  Of  Life 

76.  Don't  Quit 

77.  Speak  To  Me  Lord  Jesus 

78.  Get  Behind  Me  Satan 

79.  Good  Things  Happen  When  Jesus  Shows 

Up 

80.  Where  Are  You?  Adam 

81.  Committed  Because  I  Am  Submitted 

82.  Are  You  A  Disciplined  Disciple 

83.  Answering  God's  Call 

84.  Too  Blessed  To  Be  Stressed 

85.  Thrilled  By  His  Will 

86.  These  Things  Only  Come  By  Prayer  and 

Fasting 

87.  Just  Like  Daddy 

88. 1  Got  Two  Wing  And  The  World  Can't 

Do  Me  No  Harm 
89.  The  Prayer  Of  Jabez 
90. 1  Will  Meet  You  On  The  Other  Side 

91.  Can't  Come  Right  Now,  I  Am  On  Duty 

92.  What  A  Mighty  God  We  Serve 

93.  When  Life  Makes  You  Wonder 

94.  Fighting  Mad 

You  may  order  sermons: 

Make  check  payable  to:  Ricky  Eason 

Prices: 

1.  Individual  sermons  are  2.99  each  -  COD's  Are 
Available 

2.  1  Sermon  Notebook  With  10  Sermons  -  28.95. 
Each  Notebook 

3.  10  Sermons  in  each  notebook  -  Mix  or  makeup 
your  own  notebook  -  By  Mail!  Add  $3.50  Postage 
And  Handling.  Money  Order  or  Cash  -  Two-three 
day  delivery  *Design  your  own  notebook  of  ser- 
mons at  the  same  great  price.  *Have  it  your  way! 
Checks  Accepted! 

4.  For  Revival  Preaching  Appointments  or 
Sermon  order  call: 

Call  First  -  Home  (864)  576-4961 

2nd  Business  (864)  576-3747 
E-mail  address:  rickyI39@bellsouth.net 
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INTEREST  RATES 


IVtaturities 


Annual  Rates 


.5  to  J  .0  years  4,00% 

1.5  to  2.5  years  4.75% 

3.0  to  4.0  years  5.40% 

4.5  to  6.0  years  5.95% 

6.5  to  8.0  years   6.70% 

8.5  to  10.0  years   7.00% 

Bonds  of  this  issue  mature  semi- 
annually on  October  30  and  April  30, 
with  interest  payable  semi-annually. 
Some  bonds  pay  the  interest  by  check 
each  six  months,  while  others 
compound  semi-annually  with  both 
principal  and  interest  paid  at  maturity. 
Tlie  bonds  are  offered  in  multiples  of 
$250.O0 


This  anmtuncvment  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a 
solicitation  €>f  an  offer  to  buy.  The  offering  is  nxade  only 
by  the  Prospectus  to  which  reference  is  made,  for  the 
complete  informcnion  authorised  in  the  sale  of  securities. 
These  securities  will  not  be  registered  with  the  Securities 
and  Exchange  Commission  being  exempt  .securities 
under  section  S  (a)  (4)  of  the  Securities  Act  of  1933  as 
etmended.  These  securities  will  he  tixempt  frotn 
registration  or  otherwise  qualified  for  sale  in  ali  states 
in  which  they  ore  offered  and  in  whit:/t  \tates  Kivtr.s. 
Larvell  <fe  CV>.  *,v  rfualtfii'd  to  ot:t  t.ts  u  f^i-aler  ur  lin*lurr. 


$232,000  General 
Mortgage  Bond  Issue      Aprii  3o.2oo2 


Anticipated 
Issue  Date: 


Ebenezer  Missioivarv  Baptist 
Church  of  LaGrange 


l.,ACiiKA's'C-,E.  NOKI  U  C/tKOl.lNA 


Photo  Of  Existing  Facility 


Yields: 


Semi-Annual  Maturities: 
6  months  through  10  years 


National  Associattan  of  Securities  i>ealers  ^NASO) 
Securities  Invextor  Prf^teclian  Cttrparatitm  (SI PC} 
Securities  tHduxtry  Associaeian  (SI A) 
Natlanai  Association  of  Church  untt 
institutional  F'inancittg  Oraunizations^  Inc.  (NACMf0i 


733  North  State  St 
Jackson,  MS  39202 
(800)  748-8877 
(601)  948-4500 
www.ri  vesleavell  .com 


4.04% 
through 
7.12% 


SIMPLE  INTEREST  INCOME  CHART 

EBENEZER  MISSIONARY 

Amount  Invested/Semi-Annual  Income* 

BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Rates 

Years 

$20,000 

$10,000 

$5,000 

$1 .000 

$500 

$250 

5.40% 

3 

$540  00 

$270  00 

$135.00 

$27  00 

$13.50 

$6.75 

OF  LAGRANGE 

5.40%' 

4 

540.00 

270.00 

135.00 

27  00 

13.50 

6.75 

LaGrange,  North  Carolina 

5  95% 

5 

595  00 

297.50 

148.75 

2975 

14.88 

7.44 

invites  your  indication 

5.95% 

6 

595  00 

297  50 

148  75 

29  75 

14.88 

7.44 

6.70% 

7 

670.00 

335.00 

167.50 

33  50 

16.75 

8,38 

o  f  interest  in 

$232,000 

COMPOUND  INTEREST  GROWTH  CHART 

General  Mortgage  Bands 

Amount  Invested/Maturity  Value* 

Rates 

Years 

$20,000 

$10,000 

$5,000 

$1,000 

$500 

$2SO 

This  Church  Is  Being  Assisted  By 

400% 

$20,400  00 

$10,200  00 

$5,100.00 

$1,020  00 

$510  00 

$255.00 

*[>4%  Annual  YiekJ 

1 

20,808.00 

10,404.00 

5,202,00 

1.040.40 

520  20 

260.10 

Rives,  Leaveil  &  Co. 

4.75% 

VA 

733  North  State  Street 

$21,459.11 

$10,729.56 

$5,364.78 

$1,072.96 

$536.48 

$268.24 

<  Bl%  Annual  YioW 

2 

21,968.77 

10.984-38 

5.492  19 

1,098  44 

549  22 

274  61 

Jackson,  Mississippi  39202 

22,490.52 

1 1 ,245.26 

5.622.63 

1.124.53 

562  26 

281.13 

Phone:  (60 1 )  948-4500 

Toll-free;  (800)  748-8877 

5.40% 

3Vi 

$24,100.34 

$12,050.17 

$6,025.08 

$1,205,02 

$602.51 

$301.25 

Email:  info@rivesleavell.com 

S  <7%  Annual  Yiela 

5.95% 

4% 

^$26,038.51 

$13,019.26 

$6,509.63 

$1,301,93 

$650.96 

$325.48 

•This  chart  represents  the  value  of  securiUes  if 

6,04%  Ajnnua!  Yiald 

27,610.85 

13,805.43 

6,902.71 

1,380.54 

69027 

345.14 

payment  is  received  by  the  escrow  agent  on  or 

before  the  issue  date  Payment  made  after  the 

6.70% 

6% 

$30,694  90 

$15,347.45 

$7,673.73 

$1,534  75 

$767  37 

$383.69 

issue  date  or  secunties  called  before  matunty  will 

6  81%  Annual  Yield 

7Vi 

32,785.91 

16,392.95 

8.196.48 

1,639  30 

81965 

409.82 

,  earn  interest  at  the  rate  specified  but  the  actual 

8 

33,884.24 

16.942  12 

8,471  06 

1.694.21 

847.11 

423  55 

dollar  amount  at  redemption  will  be  less  than 

shown.  This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to 

7.00% 

sell  nor  the  solicitaion  of  an  offer  to  buy  these 

SVj 

$35,893.51 

$17,94676 

$8,973  38 

$1,794  68 

$897.34 

$448  67 

securities.  The  offering  is  made  by  prospectus 

7  t2%  Annua!  Y>«Nd 

9 

37,149.78 

18,574.89 

9.2f7.45 

1.857,49 

928  74 

464.37 

only 

9>4 

38,450.03 

19,225.01 

9.612.51 

1,922  50 

961  25 

480.63 

V 

10 

39,795  78 

19,897  89 

9,948  94 

1.989.79 

994  89 

497.45 

C>  Rives,  Leaves  i&  Co 
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ADOPTION  ANDFOSTCR  CARE  NEWS 


Introducing  Quatravis 
and  Quatez.. 


Quatravis  and  Quatez 

Quatravis  and  Quatez  are  loving- 
hoys  with  hig  hearts  and  plefisant  j)er- 
sonalities.  — ^ 

A  Closer  Look  at 

Quatravis... 

Quatravis  is  happv.  liin  lo\  ing  and  oiit-^ 
going.  He  is  veiy  social  and  he  gets 
along  well  with  evervone.  hut  he  is  not 
easily  inlluenced  hv  othei's.  Quatravis 
loves  going  to  amusenienl  parks,  hik- 
ing, fishing,  playing  haskethallj,  and 
singing  and  flancing.  He  is  a  verv  spiri- 
Inal  vonng  nian  who  enjoys  going  to 
church  and  participating  in  church 
related  acli\  ities.  He  is  also  proud  of  the 
dilTerence  wearing  braces  on  his  teeth 
has  niad(>  to  his  appear'ance.  Quatravis 
has  a  learning  disahililv  in  math  calcu- 
lations and.  although  he  alleiids  a  reg- 
ular classroom,  he  receives  l{„\ce|)lional 
-Children's  Services.,  Birthday:  Angus)  7. 
1988 

A  Closer  l^ook  at  Quatez... 

Quatez  is  a  veiy  alTeclionate  boy 
who  loves  to  give  and  receive  hugs.  He 
has  a  soh  and  loving  disposilion  that 
shows  in  his  rejationships  with  both 


peo|)le  and  animals.  Quatez  is  a  smart 
child  who  can  match  wits  with  nearlv 
anyone  and  is  rarely  at  a  loss  for  words. 
He  also  likes  to  go  to  amusement  parks 
and  pla\  basketball,  ride  his  bike,  hit  golf 
balls  and  search  outdoors  for  small  ani- 
mals, like  tnrttes.  Quatez  does  not  have  a 
specific  kvirning  disability,  but  he  does 
take  medication  to  help  him  stay  focused. 
He  attends  resource  classes  and  currently 
works  below  grade  l(^\('l.  allhongh  it  is 
thought  he  can  do  much  better,  academ- 
ically. Quatez  is  also  working  through 
issues  of  loss  and  grief  over  the  death  of 
their  mother  Birthday:  December  13, 
1990 

A  Family  for  Quatravis  and  Qiiatez... 
.These  terrific  kids  are  very  close, 
although  they  do  have  their  noimal  sib- 
ling squabbles.  They  hope  to  find  a  per- 
manent loving  home  together  Quatravis 
and  Quatez  would  benefit  from  a  nurtur- 
ing-family  that  will  provide  the  stability 
and  security  they  both  yearn  for.  An 
active  family  that  would  enjoy  taking 
them  to  amusement  parks  or  just  playing 
around  outside  with  them  would  be  ideal. 
Tliey  would  also  benefit  from  parents  to 
work  w  itli  them  and  encourage  their  aca- 
demic progress. 

(NC  #081— :'-fl)  (NC  #081—740) 
For  more  information  on  the.se  children 
or  adoption,  in  general,  please  call  the 
NC  Kids  loll— free  Hotline 
NCKIDS— 1  1 1  _8^7— 625—- 1;37 1 ) 


GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry 
Hosts  Upcoming  Conference 


By 

Karl  l  lorton 

(;BS(;  Afloplion  aiKl  Fosler  (lare  Ministry 
Director  of  Pul)lic  Holalioiis 


Come  one.  (ionic  all.  aiifl  aUend  the  OBSCj 
Adoption  and  Foster  (laic  (lonrcrcncc  on 
Saliirday  .\ngiisl  l"^!!!  at  Morning  Star  First 
Baptist  Chiiicli  in  I  lickory  where  llie  Dr. 
Uehster  [jylic  M  i  \r^  as  pastor  The  conrereiicc 
will  begin  at  ^  AM  and  w  ill  conc  lnde 
with  an  awards  kinclipon. 

The  conlerence  aim  to  get  tlie  laitli  coiii- 
nninilies  iiixolved  in  idcntilying  .Mriean 
American  singles  and  couples  in  I  heir  congrega- 
tions to  become  ad()|)tive  or  foster  care  parents, 
riie  conference  will  off(>r  workshops  that  will 
discuss  the  (;BS(!  Adoption  and  Foster  Cave 
Ministry  program,  the  adoption  and  foster  care 
process,  and  the  faith  communities  involve- 
ment of  recruiting  lamilies  IVir  children  in  cus- 
tody of  the  state.  Also  representatives  from 
(loiintv  Social  Ser\ices  in  Catawba  and 
(inilford  Clounties  will  be  on  hand  to  lead  the 
discussions  on  parenting  classes  and  the 
invoKeiiient  of  DSS  in  the  adoption  and  foster 
care  process. 

The  conlerence  also  hopes  to  attract  many 
|)oteiitial  adoptne  and  foster  care  parents  that 
air  sei  ioiis  about  lie<'omiiig  a  laiiiiK  to  a  losing 
child,  in  North  Carolina  there  are  chil- 
dren of  all  races  and  ethnic  hackgronnfls  that  in 
ciistodv  of  die  stale  Mncan  .American  children 
rank  as  the  ma|(irii\  that  is  in  cnstod\  of  the 
slate 

Following  the  seminars  there  will  he  an 
awards  luncheon  to  honor  lamilies  who  have 


By  Earl  Morton 
(pictured  above) 
GBSC  Adoption  &  Foster  Care  Ministry  -  Director  \ 
Public  Relations 


stepped  lip  to  the  call  rof  duty  of  opening  I 
hearts  and  homes  to  children.  Out  featur 
speaker  for  the  luncheon  will  be  the  Revere 
Lany  Williams,  President  of  harvest  of  Hei 
Family  Services  Network,  Inc.  of  New  JerSj 
Harvest  of  Mope  has  mobilized  church  comin 
nities  throughout  New  Jersey  of  the  seriousni 
of  providing  homes  for  African  American  cli 
dren. 

Please  schedule  and  attend  the  (dit 
Adoption  and  Foster  (Jare  (Conference.  We  iie 
evervone  to  l)e  there  and  get  the  won  I  ( 
about  this  conference  that  should  imi 
missed. 

For  more  information  about  the  conleren 
plea.se  call  919-821-7466  or  828-322 
(church) 


Support  our 
Mission 
Subscribe  to  the 
Baptist  Informer 

Now 
See  Page  28  for 
more  information. 


BookMe 


327  Haywood  Rd.  Ashville,  NC  28806  .  704-0804 


An  African-American  Book  Store  

Every  Sunday  Bulletin  Service  (Warner  Press) 

You  only  have  to  order  to  receive  bulletins  regularly  at  low  cost  of  only  $4.20  per  100  bul- 
letins, postpaid.  You  save  $5.80  per  100  bulletins  based  on  counterpiece  of  10  cents  each. 
Let  us  send  infonnation  on  how  you  can  start  saving  money  on  your  bulletins!  Cut  this  ad^ 
out  and  send  it  to:  BookMe,  3271  A  Haywood  Rd.,  Ashville,  NC  28806.  Jj 
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Rev.  Dr.  Allen  A.  Crum 


XIGH  -  The  Reverend  Doctor  Allen 
:ander  Cixim  was  one  of  seven  chil- 
n  born  to  Lucy  Clay  Crum  on 
/ember  20,  1919.  He  was  born  and 
'ed  in  Greenville,  AL,  and  later  in 
roit,  MI  He  confessed  Christ  at  an 
y  age  and  was  a  member  of  Rocky 
jnt  Baptist  C^hurch  in  Forest  Home, 
He  received  his  earlv  education  in 


Ciccin  illc.  AL.  and  Nalchrz  .luiiioi' 
C()ll(\uc  ill  Nalcluv.  MS.  where  lic 
iccciNcd  a  Doclor  of  l)i\  iiiil\  Deurcc.  I)r 
(iiiiin  was  called  into  ihe  ininisliy  in 
19-t2.  l  ie  engaged  in  a  long  and  distin- 
guished ministerial  career. 
The  Reverend  Dr  Crum  sri  \  (>d  a  number 
of  churches  including  Malal)\  's  (iiossroad 
of  Raleigh.  Nil:  Kimcs  Chapel  Baplisi 
Church  of  Mebaiie.  NC:  First  Baptisl 
Church  of  Holly  Springs,  NC:  First 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Benson, 
NC.  New  Hill  Baplisi  Cliiiirli  iii  Ape.x. 
NC;  (Jreen  Chapel,  Sinilhfield,  NC:' 
and  Lillle  Field  Baptist  (Church.  Newton 
(^ro\(\  NC.  He  served  his  country  with 
honor  through  the  U.S.  Army.  He  was 
pasl  moderator  of  the  .Johnston  District 
Missionary  Baptist  Association,  Past 
President  of  the  Ministers  and  Deacons 
Union  of  the  Johnston  District  Missionar\ 
Baptist  Association.  Chairman  of  the 
Ministerial  Board  of  .Johnston  Baptisl 
Association,  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Board  of  the  Wake  Baptist  .Xssociation.  a 
member  of  the  hoard  of  the  General 

Rev.  Crum  Continues  below 


Joint  Session  Participants 


Support  the  GBSC 
Bookstore 


A  Fresh  Look  at  the 
New  Testament  Deacon 

By  John  H.  Walker,  D.  Min. 


NOW  AVAILABLE! 


There  is  a  critical  problem  concerning  the  Deacons  and  the  local  church,  state  and  national 
conventions.  The  Deacons  are  assuming  leadership  roles  without  being  equipped  for  the  task  of 
leadership.  The  relationship  between  the  pastor  and  deacon  is  widening  because  there  is  a 
misunderstanding  concerning  the  mission  of  the  church  ,  pastoral  leadership,  and  the  role  of  the 
deacons. 

This  book  is  a  must  tool  to  bridge  the  gap  between  the  role  of  Pastor  and 
Deacons  in  order  to  provide  EFFECTIVE  LEADERSHIP. 


www.macedoniaofcharlotte.org 


First  Name 


City 


State 


Zip  Code 


Area  Code  &  Phone  Number 


Item  n 

Title 

Price 

WOl 

A  Fresh  Look  at  the  New  Testament  Deacon 

$17.95 

W02 

A  Fresh  Look  at  the  New  l  estEunent  Deacon  Workbook 

$12.95 

Item  # 

Title 

Qty 

Price 

a^uDmai  ^nioDin 
Up  to  S20      $2-S0  1 
20.01-62.00  ss.oo  : 

! 

20.01-200                  $12.95        Shipping  &  Handling 
.00.0l-over                S20.00                      Grand  Total 

Send  Completed  Form  along  with  a  check  or  money  order  to:  Dr.  John  H.  Walker,  P.O  Box 
,217256,  Charlotte.  NC  28221-7256 

ibr.  John  ii.  Walker.  D,  Min.  '  OITice  Phone  (704)  392-8496  Email:ihenwalk(a.hotmail.com 


Rev.  Crum  Continued  from  above 
Baptist   State   Convention   of  North 
(Carolina  and  a  loyal  and  devoted  disciple 
and  Associale-in-Ministry  of  Christian 
Faith  Baptist  Clhurch. 

He  was  a  loving  husband  and  devoted 
father.  He  was  united  in  holy  matrimony 
to  Mary  Lee  Moving  who  preceded  him 
in  death.  Unto  this  union  was  born  one 
daughter,  Alfreda  (]rum. 

In  1965  he  met  and  fell  in  love  with 
Iris  Spencer  and  they  were  married  in 
1966.  He  leaves  to  cherish  his  meniory:  a 
devoted  wife  of  35  years.  Iris  C^um,  one 
daughter,  AUreda  Crum  Royal  of 
Philadelphia,  one  stepdaughter,  Brenda 
Bow.  man  of  Raleigh,  NC;  one  stepson. 
William  Jones  of  Pennsauken,  NJ;  two  sis- 
ters, Mrs.  Fannie  Freeman  of  Portland. 
OR,  and  Mrs.  Rosa  Nell  Warren  of 
(Greenville,  AL;  two  brothers,  Charlie  Bob 
Smith  (Catherine)  of  Pensacola,  FL  and 
R.  C.  Partin  and  wife  of  Detroit.  Ml;  two 
.sisters-in-law,  ('lara  smith  of  Brew -Ion. 
.\L.  and  Annie  Ruth  Crum  of  Detroit,  MI: 
eight  grandchildren;  si.\  great-  grand 
children;  one  great-great-grandchild;  a 
host  of  nieces  and  nephews;  ancj  ttyo' spe- 


cial friends,  Mr.  Earl  Williams  and  Mr. 
LeVon  Jenkins. 

Funeral  services  will  he  held  on 
Saturday,  June  1.  2002  at  Christian  Faith 
Baptisl  Church,  509  Hilltop  Drive, 
Raleigh,  NC.  Family  visitation  will  be  at 
10:30  a.m.  followed  by  services  11-a.m. 
Burial  takes  place  at  Carolina  Biblical 
Gardens. 

In  lieu  of  flowers  contributions  can  be 
made  to  Christian  Faith  Baptist  Church 
Future  Development  Fund. 
Airangements   by   Haywood  Funeral 
Home. 


www.GBSC.org 
1-800-639- 
GBSC 
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ELECTION  NEWS 


VOTE  AND  ELECT 

JAMES  W.  SMITH 
VICE  PRESIDENT  AT  LARGE 
GENERAL  BAPTIST  STATE  CONVENTION  OF  NC,  INC. 

(Paid  Advertisement) 
EDUCATED  -  EXPERIENCED 
DEDICATED  -  COMMITTED 

CAMPAIGN  POSITIONS 


**       WILL  SUPPORT  AND  PUSH  FOR  ACCOUNTABILITY  IN  ALL 

AREAS  OF  FUNDRAISING  WITHIN  THE  CONVENTION.  

**       BELIEVE  THAT  EVERY  PASTOR  OF  A  CHURCH  AFFILIATED 
WITH  THE  GENERAL  BAPTIST  STATE  CONVENTION  SHOULD 
HAVE  SOME  SEMINARY/THEOLOGICAL  TRAINING. 


**  WILL  USE  MY  POSITION  TO  MAKE  SURE  THAT  EVERY  CHURCH 
REGARDLESS  OF  SIZE  OR  PRESTIGE  FEEL  THAT  SHE  IS  AN  INTER- 
GRAL  PART  OF  THE  CONVENTION. 


**  BELIEVE  THAT  MONIES  DESIGNATED  TO  AN  OBJECTIVE 
SHOULD  BE  USED  FOR  THAT  PURPOSE,  ONLY. 

**  WILL  URGE  AND  PUSH  THE  CONVENTION  TO  ESTABLISH  A 
MEDIATION  OR  ARBITRATION  BOARD  TO  RESOLVE  CHURCH 
CONFLICT 


**       WILL  PUSH  FOR  THE  PUBLICATION  AND  ADOPTION  OF  A 
BAPTIST  POLITY/PROCEDURE  MANUAL  TO  BE  USED  BY 
CHURCHES  AND  PASTORS  AS  A  GUIDE,  ONLY 

**  WILL  BE  FAIR,  FIRM  AND  PROFESSIONAL  IN  PERFORMING 
MY  DUTIES. 


**  WILL  OWE  MY  WHOLEHEARTED  SUPPORT  TO  WHOEVER  IS 
ELECTD  PRESIDENT  OF  THIS  GREAT  CONVENTION. 


PARLIAMENTARIAN 
2002  TO  2006 

I  AM  RUNNING  FOR  THE 

OFFICE  OF  THE 
GBSC  PARLIAMENTARIAN 

DR.  J.  RAY  BUTLER 

UNITED  CORNERSTONE 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 
WINSTON-SALEM,  NORTH 
CAROLINA 


Dr.  J.  Ray  Butler 
Senior  Pastor 
United  Cornerstone  Baptist  Ciiurch 
2745  Patria  Street 
Winston -Salem,  Nortli  Carolina 
27127 
(336)  785-1268 


"Be  ye  stedfast.  ininiovcable,  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your 
labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 
1  (]orinthians  15:  58 


United  Cornerstone  Baptist  Church 
Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina 


THE  2002  GBSC,  Inc. 
ANNUAL  ELECTION 

The  2002  GBSC,  Inc.  Annual 
Election  will  be  held, 
October  30,  2002,  in 
Fayetteville,NC.  Messengers 
will  be  certified  throughout 
the  week,  from  October  28, 
2002  until,  12  noon,  October 
30,  2002. 


THOSE  PERSONS  WHO  SEEK 
TO  SERVE  AS  OFFICERS  OF 
THE  GBSC,  Inc.,  AND  DESIRE 
TO  BECOME  A  CANDIDATE 
FOR  OFFICE  MUST 
ANNOUNCE  THEIR  CANDI- 
DACY IN  THE  BAPTIST 
INFORMER  AT  LEAST  THREE 
PRIOR  TO  THE 
THE  ELECTION 


MONTHS 
DATE  OF 
(SEE  GBSC  CONSTITUTION 
Article  V.) 

ALL  CANDIDATES  SHOULD 
SUBMIT  A  LETTER  TO  THE 
NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 
NO  LATER  THAN  July  30,  2002, 
SO  THAT  BALLOTS  CAN  BE 
PREPARED. 


CANDIDATES  SHOULD 
SEND  THEIR  LETTERS 
OF  INTENTION  TO: 
Reverend  F.  O.  Bass 
GBSC,  Inc.  Nominating 
Committee 
716  Leonard  Avenue 
High  Point,  NC  27260 
336-882-9216 


Please  subscribe  NOW! 
See  page  28  for  more  details. 


www.GBSC.org 

1-800-639-GBSC 
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ECCLESIATES  3:  4      AND  A  TIME  TO  LAUGH. 


Minister  Aicindor  Hankins 

Gospel  Comedian 
405  Creekbiuff  Drive 
Fuquay-Varina,  Nortli  Carolina  27526 

(919)  557-1227 

alcindor9@Hotmail.coin 


Psalms  46:10  "Be  Still  and  Know  That  I  am  God' 
"He's  More  God  Than  I  Ever  Need" 


Here  is  the  church, 

here  is  the  steeple 
Open  the  door  and 
see  all  the  people 

.  .  .  who  can  now  worship  in  comfort  and  gracious  style 
since  L.  A.  Downey  &  Son  helped  them  build  their 
new  Sanctuary  and  Christian  Education  buildings. 

L.  A.  Downey  &  Son  provides  complete, 
turnkey  soiulions  for  all  kinds  of  churciies 

fi  and  all  kinds  of  budgets. 

\  Our  professionals  can  help  you  from  start 
\  to  finish,  including  architectural  design 

%  work,  site  development,  permil 

^       approval,  actual  constmction,  and  more. 
Call  us  today  to  find  out 
^     ^1  how  we  can  help  your  congregation 


(919)688-8029 


L.  A.  Downey  &  Son,  Inc. 

R(X  Box  168S   Durham,  North  <  aroiina  27702 


Light  Rock  Realty 
(705)  568-5000 


Areas  of  Specialty:  Residential  Purchasing/Sellig  . 
Church  &  Land  Purchasing/Selling 
Group  Homebuying  workshops  for  churches 
Homebuying  programs 
.  No  Money  Down- 
.  Down  Payment  Assistance 
.  Alternative  Financing  Options 
If  You  Need  Assistance  in  any  of  the  above  areas,c 
ontact  Gerald  Searles  at  (704)  568-5000 


>  *  *  «  4  M 't  •  .4  V  I.  ^  *  *  *  *  *  <  <    '  *  '  '  ' 

ll»»»»««<4  :    >  >««* 

»»«»♦<<  .1  )  *.  »  t  ♦  t  *  t  4  ^   I  t  t  t  i 


AMERICAN  INCOME  LIFE 
INSURANCE  COMPANY  - 

American  Income  Life  Insurance  Company  with  over  a  40-year  liistory  of  serving  associations.  Credit 
Unions  and  Union  Members  with  affordable  life  health  insurance  benefits.  American  Income  is  proud  to 
announce  No  Cost  benefit  to  subscribers  of  the  Baptist  Informer  -  ~ 

Learn  how  you  and  yout  family  can  receive  the  OneCard  Member  benefit  which  will  safe  you  up  tb 
60%  discount  on:  Vision  ...  Hearing  ...  Chiropractic  and  Prescriptiotis  al  No  Cost ' 

Simply  fill  out  the  form  below  and  mail,  a  representative  of  ALL  will  deliver  your  discount-  card  and  - 
explain  its  use,  plus  explain  our  New  Family  Dental  Plan  which  is  available  to  your  entire  family-for  $29.95 
per  year!  The  dental  plan  and  supplement  health  and  life  benefits  are  being  made  available  for  your  consid 
eration.  You  are  under  no  obligation.  -  - 

cut      cut 

PLEASE  BE  SURE  I  RECEIVE  MY  ONECARD  MEMBER  BENEFIT 


HOME  PHONE  _ 
Spouse's  Name  _ 


Residential  Address 
City 


State 


Zip 


Count)'_ 


PLEASE  MAIL  THIS  FORM  TO: 
AIL,  P.O.  BOX  18825,  RALE1GH,NC  27619-8825 


r 


MOUNT  PISGAH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
PASTOR'S  8TH  ANNIVERSARY 
HONORING  DR.  MATTHEW  ROUSE,  JR. 
FEATURING-LUTHER  BARNES  &  THE  SUNSET  JUBILAIRES 


-  SEPTEMBER  7,  20b2@  ; 

6  PM  '    -  - 

HOLIDAY  INN  BORDEAUX  - 
1707  OWEN  DRIVE  FAYETTEVILLE  NC 
FORMAL  DINNER  SERVED  - 
DONATION:     $3  5.60 

CONTACT  PERSON 
SIS  MACHALLE  tOVE 
C\0  MT.  PISGAH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
414  PITTMAN  GROVE  CHURCH  RD 
RAEFORD,  NC  28376 


910-875-2669 


CLEAVE  A  MESSAQE).  .  .  ,  ,  v,  *,  *> ' 
.  .  .  >  f. ..  -  .  ^  •  1  » » ♦ »  » 
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MODERATOR  OF  MODERATORS  NEWS 


By  Reverend  James.  W.  Smith,  JD 
(pictured  above) 
Moderator  of  Moderators 

RESOLVING  CHURCH 
CONFLICT  ISSUES 


Grace  and  Peace  to  all  of  you,  my 
brothers  and  sisters!  As  we  begin 
approaching  the  end  of  the  term  for  this 
Moderator  of  Moderators  committee,  we 
went  to  reiterate  an  issue  that  we  have 
previous  shared  with  you  We  have  been 
sharing  with  you  and  hfling  up  issues  that 
we  trust  have  been  helpful  in  some  way. 
Church  Conflict,  if  not  handled  properly, 
will  eventually  lead  the  church  to  court 
So,  it  would  seem  that  a  church  would  do 


well  to  establish  a  procedure  far  dealing 
with  disputes,  disagreement,  or  griev- 
ances, which  are  bound  to  develop  in 
spite  of  the  best  of  Christian  intentions.  It 
is  tragic  when  such  disputes  or  grievances 
make  it  to  the  court  system  to  be 
resolved.  Every  effort  should  be  made  to 
settle  such  matters  within  the  framework 
of  the  church  structure.  Churches  would 
do  well  to  establish  a  written  procedure 
for  dealing  with  conflict  and  employee 
grievance. 

I  am  aware  that  many  Pastors  do  not  care 
for  a  constitution  and  bylaws  in  the 
church.  They  hive  said  to  me  that  it 
sounds  to  legalistic  sod  everything  that  I 
need  to  operate  my  church  with  is  in  the 
Bible.  Well,  what  can  1  say  when  con- 
fronted with  a  statement  like  that? 
Nothing.  Actually,  if  we  all  followed  the 
teachings  of  the  Bible,  I  would  not  get  all 
these  calls  and  there  would  be  less  conflict 
and  going  to  court  Now,  there  is  nothing 
that  1  am  aware  of  that,  can  stop  a  chui  ch 
or  church  members  from  taking  each 
other  to  court.  If  a  church  would  consid- 
er placing  some  type  of  language  into  her 
bylaws  that  would  require  the  church  or 
members  to  exhaust  the  church's  remedy 
before  going  to  court,  such  conflict  may 
be  resolved  prior  to  court.  I  have  suggest- 
ed language  such  as  this. 
"Neither  the  church  nor  her  members 
shall  bring  a  legal  action  against  the 


church  and  members  shall  not  bring  a 
legal  action  against  each  other  without 
first  exhausting  his/her  administrative 
remedy.  For  this  purpose,  administrative 
remedy  shall  include:  (1)  allowing  the 
moderator  and/or  independent  council  of 
the  association  of  the  church's  member- 
ship or  a  designate  of  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention  of  NC  (example 
Moderator  of  Moderators'  Council)  to 
assist  in  mediating  and  resolving  such 
issues;  or  (2)  allowing  an  independent 
professional  mediation  or  dispute  resolu- 
tion agency  assist  in  resolving  such  issue." 

I  believe  that  once  these  steps  are 
taken,  the  parties  are  more  likely  to  arrive 
at  some  solution  and  thereby,  eliminate 
the  need  to  proceed  to  court.  May  I  say 
further  that  if  your  church  is  already  in 
conflict,  please  do  not  attempt  to  develop 
and  adopt  a  constitution  and  bylaws  for 
the  church.  When  tfiis  is  done,  bylaws  are 
generally  slanted  and  not  well  thought 
out  by  the  church. 

If  you  wish  our  services  in  any  way,  please 
contact  us  at  the  following: 

Dr.  James  W  Smith  Dr.  Joshua  J. 
Haire,  Jr 

H6  Presidents  Dive  PO.  Box  53803 

Durham,  NC  27704  Fayetteville,  NC 
28305 

(919)  479-0501  (910)  323-1508 


Email;  Jsmith9450@aol.com 

Rev.  W  J.  Cox 
107  07  Gray  Street 
Goldsboro,  NC  27534 
(919)  751-9899 


Subscribe 

NOW! 
See  insert 
below  for 

more  details 
on  how  to 
order  your 

subscription. 
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(educational  dimensions,  INC.^ 

"Dedicated  to  excellence  in  educational 
products  and  services  " 

311  N.  Spence  Ave.  Goldsboro,  NC  27534 
(919)  778-8646  Fax:  (919)  778-3431 
Web:  www.edileaming.cx)m 
Tutoring  •  School  Supplies  •  Summer  Camps 
SAT  Prep  •  Pre-School  &  Daycare  Supplies 
Giftware  •  School  Uniforms  •  Catalogues 
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INSTITUTIONAL  AND  SPECIALIZED  MINISTRIES 


STATE  BUDGET  CUTS  TO  EFFECT  18  PRISON 
CHAPLAIN  POSITIONS 

by  Michael  R.  Smith,  Sr.,  Chaimian 
Jeff  Locus,  Co-Chairperson 

(Federal  Correctional  Complex  in 
Butncr,  North  (Carolina  -  10  minutes 
from  Durham,  N.C.  on  Old  N.C. 
Highway  75). 

All  conference  attendees  who  desire 
to  go  into  the  institutions  will  need  to 
fill  out  a  NCIC  security  check  form  in 
advance.  See  the  conference  flyer  to 
get  contact  information.  This  form  is 
essential  if  you  desire  to  take  part  in 
our  worship  services  and  Day  of 
Dialogue  inside  the  prisons.  The 
NCIC  security  check  form  MUST  be 
filled  out  and  returned  or  faxed  back 
in  advance. 

Deadline  for  all  NCIC  security  forms 
will  be  September  13.  2002. 

This  conference  will  bring  togellier  per- 
sons of  expertise  in  prison  ministry,  cor- 
rectional professionals,  community 
organizations,  CBSC  churches  and  para- 
church  organizations.  .JOIN  US  FOR 
THIS  UNIQUE  E.KPERIENCE  AND 
OPPOR  I  UNi  n' 10  BE  EQUIPPED  10 
RESPOND  TO  EIVT:S  IMPVC  I  ED  BY 
CRIME  AND  INCARCERXTION! 
(WRlTi:  I  OR  CONI  EKENCE  FLY- 
ERS FOR  YOUR  CHURCH  CON- 
TACT BAFTISI  HLVDQUAIlTEItS. 
603  South  Wilmington  Street. 
Ral>Moh.  NC  27601-2338.  800-63^)- 
CI3SC.  919-821-7466. 


Classified 


Michael  R.  Smith,  Sr.,  Chairman 
Presently,  the  N.  C.  legislatures  are 
considering  budget  cuts  that  will  cause  18 
stale  funded  prison  chaplain  positions  to 
be  lost.  The  GBSC  has  labored  hard  in 
the  past  0  ensure  more  chaplains  were 
employed  by  the  state  in  order  to  provide 
pastoral  leadership  to  inmates  within  the 
prisons. 

We  are  calling  on  all  GBSC  Pastors  and 
Moderatoi's  to  take  steps  in  your  sphere  of 
inlluence  to  stress  the  \  ilal  importance  of 
the  chaplain  in  the  prisons.  If  these  posi- 
tions arc  lost  there  will  be  no  one  to  pro- 
vide needed  counsel,  pastoral  care,  leacli- 
ing/preaching  and  crisis  inlcixcniioii  in 
many  of  these  prisons.  Eel  youi-  voice  be 
known  to  your  respecli\e  stale  re|»rescn- 
talives.  Ixl  us  NO  T  sleep  on  I  his  issue. 
The  only  true  rehabililalion  is  nol  accom- 
plished by  prison  bars,  l)ul  by  a  change  of 
heart  by  walking  with  .jesus  Olirisl  horn 
crime  to  contrilnilion. 

9ND  ANNUAI.  CRIME  &  INCAR- 
CEIUI  ION  CONFERENCE 
SEPTEMBER  27  -  28.  2002 

The  2"*^'  Annual  Grime  6c  Incarceration 
conlcrcnce  is  only  two  monlhs  aw  a  v. 
Ensure  your  plans  are  in  order  to  join  us 
fort  this  opportunity  to  experience  quali- 
ty training,  informational  lectures,  wor- 
ship, and  interaction  with  inmates.  1  his 
conference  will  be  held  at  one  of  the 
^aigest  federal  correctional  complexes  in 

'^s^mlm-.  


WW  s.  Hsc.org) 


Support  our 
Mission 
Subscribe  to  the 
Baptist  Informer 

Now 
See  Page  28  for 
more  information. 


All  Classified  ads  are  charged  at  a  .75 
per  word  rate. 

(PLEASE  CONTACT  CHURCHES  FOR 
SPECIFIC  QUALIFICA  TIONS  SOME 
REQUIRE  3  OR  MORE  YEARS  PAS- 
TORAL EXPERIENCE,  SEMINARY 
TRAINING,  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
ORDINATION,  MUSICAL  SKILLS) 
(FOR  SPECIFIC  CHURCH  QUALIFI- 
CATIONS CONTACT  THE  PULPIT 
COMMITTEE) 

PASTORS 

MOUNT  OLIVE  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Bayboro,  NC:  cur- 
rently accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor. 
Interested  applicants  should  provide  the 
following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

3.  One  business  and  two  personal  refer- 
ences (no  family  references) 

Send  infonnation  to: 

Mayor  B.  Credle,  Deacon  Chairman 

Ml.  Olive  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

5972  NC  Highway  304 

Bayboro,  NC  28515 

OLIVE  BRANCH  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Elizabeth  City,  NC: 
currently  accepting  applications  for  a 
Pastor.  Interested  applicants  should  provide 
a  resume. 

Send  information  to: 

The  Pulpit  Committee 

Brother  Elonza  Joyner,  Chairperson 

1 06  Graves  Avenue 

Elizabeth  City,  NC  27909 

elonzajoynerfg'hotmail.com 

PASTOR:  OAKEY  GROVE 

MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  of 
Clayton,  NC:  currently  accepting  applica- 
tions for  a  Pastor  with  strong  Missionaiy 
Baptist  roots.  We  are  affiliated  with  the 
.lohnston  District  Missionary  Baptist 
Association  and  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention.  Interested  applicants  should 
provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  Personal  references 
Send  infonnation  to: 
Oakey  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Pulpit  Search  Committee 

Deacon  Loomis  Hodges,  Chairperson 
PO  Box  2435 
Smithfield,  NC  27577 


MOUNT  CARMEL  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Elizabeth  City, 
NC:  currently  accepting  applications  for  an 
ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Pastor. 
Interested  applicants  should  provide  the 
following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  Salary  Negotiable  based  on  experience 
and  qualifications 

Send  information  to: 

Mt.  Carmel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

Pulpit  Committee 

PO  Box  1421 

Elizabeth  City,  NC  27906-1421 ' 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHARITY  CHURCH, 
Greenevers,  NC:  currently  accepting  appli- 
cations for  a  Pastor  Services  are  first,  sec- 
ond, third  and  fourth  Sundays.  Interested 
applicants  should  provide  a  resume. 
Send  information  to: 
Deacon  Femald  Rawles,  Jr 
920  Pasture  Branch  Road 
Rose  Hill,  NC  28458 

MOUNT  PLEASANT  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Harrellsville,  NC  is 
currently  accepting  applications  for  a 
Pastor  The  church  is  located  in  Hertford 
County.  Interested  applicants  should  pro- 
vide the  following: 

1.  A  Resume 

2.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

3.  Two  personal  references  (no  family  ref- 
erences) 

Send  information  to: 

Mount  Pleasant  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Pastoral  Search  Committee 
ATTN:  Deacon  Eugene  White 
815  Swains  Mill  Road 
Hairellsville,  Nc  27942 

UNION  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Warrenton,  NC:  currently  accepting  appli- 
cations for  a  Pastor   Interested  applicants 
should  provide  the  following: 
A  Resume 
Send  infonnation  to: 
Brother  Alonza  Jones,  Board  Chairman 
Pastoral  Search  CommiUee 
Route  2,  Box  128  _ 
Norlina,  NC  27563 

GALILEE  MISSIONARY  -BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Oakboro,  NC  is  currently 
accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor  with 
strong  Missionary  Baptist  roots.  The 
church  is  located  in  Stanley  County,  45 
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riiinutes  .east  of  Charlotte.  We  are  affiliated 

with  the  Zion  Missionary  Baptist  Association 

and  tlie^  General  Baptist  State  Convention. 

Interested   applicants   should   provide  a 

resume:    .  . 

■Send  iniFprmation  to: 

Deacon  James  Ashcraft 

Pulpit  Search  Committee 

PO  Box  644  -  -  ':r  ■ 

Qakboro,  NC  28129  .  "   ; — 

FIRST  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Thomasville,  NC;  currently  accepting  applica- 
tions for  a  Pastor"  with  strong  Missionary 
Baptist  roots.    We  are  affiliated  with  the 
Johnstori     District     Missionary  .  Baptist 
Association  and  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention.  Interested  applicants  should  pro- 
vide a  resume.  Send  information  to: 
Tanya  M.  Autry,  Chairperson 
Pastoral  Search  Committee  " 
First  Missionary  Baptist  Church  .  . 
103  Church  Street  ; 
Thomasville7NC  27360 

GREATER    LOVELY    HILL  BAPTIST 

Church.  Warrenton,  NC:  currently  accepting 

applications   for   a   Pastor"  with  strong 

Missionary  Baptist  roots.  We  are  located  in 

Warren  County.  Interested  applicants  should 

provide  the  following: 

■  1.  A  resume   '  . 

2.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 

License/Ordination 

Send  informatton  to: 

Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Branch  ■  '--  ~ 

P05ox52 

"Warrenton,  NC  27589 

EBENEZER       BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Newburgh,  NY:  currently  accepting  applica- 
tions for  Senior  Pastor  with  strong  Baptist 
roots.  The  Committee  will  provide  each  can- 
didate with  an  application  packet. 
Send  request  to: 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church 
ATTN:  Deacon  Milton  Buxton/Confidential 
PO  Box  248 

Newburgh,  NY  12551-0248 

SHADY  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  East 
Spencer,  NC:  currently  accepting  applications 
for  a  Pastor  with  strong  Missionary  Baptist 
roots.  Interested  applicants  should  provide  the 
following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  At  least  four  references:  (2)  business  (2) 
personal 

3.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

Send  information  to: 

Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church 

ATTN:  Clarence  A.  Jones,  Chairperson 

PO  Box  447 

East  Spencer,  NC  28039 


FOSTER  MEMORIAL  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Rocky  Mount,  NC:  cur- 
rently accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor  with 
strong  Missionary  Baptist  roots.  Interested 
applicants  should  provide  a  resume. 
Send  information  to: 

Foster  Memorial  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

The  Pulpit  Committee 

C/o  Mr.  Hiawatha  Knight 

PO  Box  6317  _ 

Rocky' Mount,  NC  27802-6317 

MOUNT  CALVARY  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Wilmington,  NC:  cur- 
rently accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor  with 
strong.  Missionary  Baptist  roots.  Interested 
applicants  should  provide  the  following: 

1.  A  resume  or  Letter  of  Interest 

2.  A  t  least  five  references:  (Two  can  be 
ministers) 

3.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

Send  information  to:  . 

Mount  Calvary  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

ATTN:  Rena  Lennon 

PO  Box  1970. 

Wilmington,  NC  28420 

SHILOH       MISSIONARY  -BAPTIST 

CHURCH,  Kittrell,  NC  currently  accepting 

applications   for   a   Pastor   with  strong 

Missionary^Baptist  roots.  Interested  applicants 

should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume  with  cover  letter  of  interest 

Send  information  to: 

Shiloh  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

Pulpit  Search  Committee 

PO  Box  175 

Kittrell,  NC  7544-0175 

2S2-492-0567 

EASTERN  STAR  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH:  of  Tarboro,  North-Carolina  27886^ 
seeking  a  pastor. 

•  He  must  be  experienced 

•  Well  seasoned  _ 

•  He  must  believe  in  the  word  of  god 

•  He  must  live  by  the  word  of  god 

•  Willing  to  teach  Sunday  school  and  bible 
study  class 

•  Must  be  between  the  age  of  25-55 
Please  submit  Resume  to: 

Pulpit  Committee 

Eastern  Star  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Post  Office  Box  1677 
Tarboro,  North  Carolina  27886 

MT.  ZION  BAPTIST  CHURCH:  seeking  a 
new  Pastor.  Effective  July  3 1,  2002,  our 
esteemed  pastor.  Dr.  James  M.  Moore,  Jr. 
will  retire  after  24  years  of  service  to  Mt. 
Zion  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  We  are  now 
faced  with  he  task  of  finding  a  pastor.  We 
are  looking  for  a  pastor  who  is  familiar  with 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  doctrine.  We  are 
also  looking  for  someone  who  is  concerned 


with  developing  all  areas  of  he  church  and 
who  has  good  leadership  skills,  both  organi- 
zational and  spiritual. 

We  will  begin  accepfing  applications  immedi- 
ately and  will  accept  them  through  Oct.  31, 
2002.  Interested  applicants  should  forward  a 
resume  to: 

Mt.  Zion  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

RO.Box  12 

Beaufort,  NC  28516 

ST.  JOHN  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Buffalo,  New  York  A  Church  with  a  Mission 

Pastoral  Vacancy 

The  St.  John  Baptist  Church  seeks  a  Pastor  to 
serve  as  its  spiritual  leader,  teacher,  counselor 
and  administrator.  St.  John  has  a  rich  legacy 
of  75  years  of  service  to  the  city,  county,  state 
and  country,  which  suggest  the  following  list 
of  desired  characteristics: 

•  Must  be  a  licensed,  ordained  Baptist  min- 
ister. 

Must  possess  ability  to  teach,  train  and 
coach  church  officers  and  auxiliary  leaders. 

Must  have  the  skills  and  be  willing  to  work 
with  all  age  groups  with  particular  emphasis 
on  the  spiritual  growth  and  development  of 
our  youth. 

Must  have  the  prerequisite  administrative 
skDls,  which  include  the  ability  to  articulate, 
negotiate  and  facilitate  effectively  with  a 
diverse  community  including  educational, 
business,  political,  civic  aind  philanthropic 
communities. 

Evidence  of  community  awareness  and 
involvement 

■    Must  have  the  skills  required  for  planning 
and  implementing  a  vision  for  spiritual,  phys- 
ical and  financial  growth  of  the  Church. 
MINIMUM  QUALIFICATIONS: 
EDUCATION  AND  EXPERIENCE  MUST 
INCLUDE: 

•  Minimum  of  ten  years  in  the  ministry  as  a 
licensed,  ordained  Baptist  minister. 

Terminal  masters  degree  fi^om  a  recog- 
nized accredited  seminary  or  theological  insti- 
tution. 

Must  possess  strong  and  proven  adminis- 
trative skills  and  experience; 

Must  have  a  broad  knowledge  of  the 
Baptist  Doctrines,  church  policies  and  proce- 
dures, and  willingness  to  follow  the  by-laws 
governing  the  church 

Must  possess  effective  oral  and  written 
-  communication  skills 

Demonstrated  financial  ability  and  experi- 
ence with  1  Million  +  budgets 
Interested  persons  meeting  all  of  the  above 
characteristics  and  minimum  qualifications 
should  submit  the  following  information: 

A  resume  and  letter  of  interest  to  include  a 
vision  statement  as  it  related  to  their  ministry. 

Copies  of  license  and  ordinafion  certifica- 
tion 

•  Proof  of  completion  of  ALL  accredited 


theological  training 

Name,  address  and  telephone  number  of 
five  [5]  personal  and  professional  references 
with  no  more  than  three  [3]  coming  from  other 
ministries  familiar  with  your  ministry  along 
with  an  audio/video  sample  of  a  sermon. 

Completed  applications  will  be  accepted  for 
the  posting  period  July  22,  2002  -  August  23, 
2002.  Applications  postmarked  prior  to  and 
after  the  posting  period  will  not  be  considered. 
Completed  applications  should  be  sent  via 
certified/return  receipt  mail  addressed  to:  Mr. 
Maiming  Fogan,  II,  Chair,  Pulpit  Committee, 
St.  John  Bapfist  Church,  PO.  Box  1038, 
Getzville,  New  York  14068-1038 

SECOND  CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
114  NELSON  AVENUE 
CHARLOTTE,  NC  28216 

Second  Calvary  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  a 
full  time  pastor  to  serve  as  spiritual  leader, 
teacher  and  counselor  for  her  congregation. 
Finalist  for  this  position  must  meet  the  fol- 
lowing qualifications: 

o   Bom-again  licensed,  ordained  minister  of 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
0   Knowledge  of  Baptist  doctrine,  practices 
and  polity 

o  BA  degree  trom  an  accredited  institution 
of  higher  learning 

0  Senior  Pastor  for  at  least  four  to  five  yeais. 
0  Good  administrative  and  communication 
skills 

0   Ability  to  communicate  with  all  age 
groups  especially  the  youth 
0   Leadership  experience  in  developing  or 
administering  youth  programs  and  community 
service  programs 

o  Willingness  to  affiliate  at  the  national, 
state  and  local  Baptist  conventions  and  associ- 
ations. 

o  Present  location  within  five  hours  driving 
time  from  Charlotte 

0  Willingness  to  submit  to  a  police  and  cred- 
it check 

Resumes  for  persons  meeting  these  qualifica- 
tions should  be  sent  to  the  Pulpit  Search 
Committee  at  the  address  shown  above. 
Resume  deadline  date  is  September  1 9,  2002 
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Classified: 


HURCH  STAFF: 
iUSICIANS 

,S1C  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  SERVICE: 

Born-again  Christian,  Spirit-tilled,  and 
vinely  gifted  in  music  ministry. 

Willingness  to  spiritually  align  the  music 
inistry  with  Pastoral  vision. 

Able  to  play  the  piano.  Keyboard  and/or 
gan;  able  to  read  music  and  versatile. 

Able  to  prepare  choirs  for  Sunday  morning 
grship  services  and  other  services. 

Able  to  teach,  as,  well  as  direct  choirs,  with 
imility  and  love. 

Able  to  rehearse  with  all  choirs  on  schedule, 
id  available  for  all  Sunday  services 

Able  to  accompany  Pastor  and  choirs  to 
her  services  as  required  (or  ensure  qualified 
bstitute  is  available). 

Able  to  select  appropriate  hymns  and  songs 
r  worship. 

INISTER  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED:  Wake 
)rest  congregation  seeks  musician.  1 .)  The 
ities  include  working  directly  with  the 
istor  in  order  to  assist  and  cooperate  with 
m  in  Christian  Worship,  2.)  Playing  during 
mday    morning    worship    service,  3.) 
:hearsing  with  various  choirs  one  night  per 
sek,  4.)  And  accompanying  the  Pastor  on 
igagements  to  other  churches.  Please  for- 
ard  a  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 
/ans  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
1700  Creedmoor  Road 
ighway  50 

ake  Forest,  NC  27587 
19)  870-8874 

INISTER  OF  MUSIC  VACANCY:  THE 
'RING  GREEN  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
HURCH  seeks  a  Minister  of  Music  to  pro- 
de  musical  direction  and  accompaniment  for 
choirs  in  the  church.  This  person  will  work 
osely  with  the  Pastor  to  provide  spiritual 
adership  in  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ 
rough  music,  i.e.  hymns,  spiritual  songs,  and 
aise  and  worship  music  that  glorifies  God. 

We  are  excepting  resumes  from  candidates 
ith  the  appropriate  qualifications.  (SEE 
ENERAL  QUALIFICATIONS  AT 
EGINNING  OF  CHURCH  STAFF/ 
lUSICIAN  SECTION): 
)r  additional  information  please  send  inquiry 
'  resume  to: 

'RING  GREEN  MISSIONARY 
APTIST  CHURCH 
)  Box  924,  Warrenton,  NC  27589 
sv.  Dennis  G.  Lindsay,  Pastor 

lUSICIAN  NEEDED:  Must  be  a  Christian 
'aiiabie  to  serve  every  Sunday.  Prepare 
hoirs  and  Praise  Team  for  Sunday  morning 
orship.  Rehearse  with  choirs  on  scheduled 
nes.  Be  available  to  accompany  Pastor  and 
loirs  to  church  functions.  Direct  congrega- 
3n  in  congregational  hymns.  Must  be  able 
play  he  ear  as  well  as  read  music 


To  Apply  call: 

(704)      532-6813      or      E-mail  to 

GalileeNC(@aol.com 

GALILEE  MISSIONARY 

BAPTIST  CHURCH 

PO.  Box  644,  Oakboro,  NC  28 1 29 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED:  THE 

PENN  AVENUE  MOUNT  OLIVE  BAPTIST 

CHURCH  of  Lewiston  is  seeking  a  musician 

for  a  station  church,  a  Christian,  who  is 

responsible,  has  good  character  and  a  good 

reputation. 

Requirements: 

*Plays  the  organ  and  piano 

*Able  to  work  with  a  diverse  group  of 

singers 

*Experienced  in  all  sacred  music 

*Reads  music  and  is  versatile  in  playing  by 

ear 

Send  resumes  or  responses  to: 
Mount  Olive  Baptist  Church 
PO  Box  214, 

Lewiston- Woodville,  NC  27849 
Attention:  William  W.  Peele  Jr. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  WANTED: 
THE  PENN  AVENUE  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Oxford.  NC.  is  cur- 
rently seeking  a 
MINISTER  OF  MUSIC. 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
(SEE  SPECIFIC  QUALIFICATIONS 
LISTED  IN  BEGINNING  OF  STAFF: 
MUSICIAN  SECTION) 
*Will  be  responsible  with  the  pastor's 
approval  in  hiring  other  musicians  if  deemed 
necessary. 
Salary:  Negotiable 

Sunday  worship  services.  Service  begins 
each  Sunday  at  1 1  am  with  the  exception  of 
5th  Sunday  services  which  begin  at  10  am. 
Please  send  resume  to  the  above  listed 
address  or  inquiries  may  he  made  by  calling 
one  of  the  above  listed  numbers. 

CHURCH  MUSICIAN  NEEDED:  THE 
NEW  HOPE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Gates 
N.C.  is  seeking  a  person  to  serve  as  Church 
Musician. 

REQUIREMENTS: 

1 .  Able  to  play  organ  and/or  organ. 

2.  Able  to  play  diverse  music. 

3.  Able  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choir 
to  church  engagements  if  possible. 
SALARY  NEGOTIABLE: 

Send  resume  to: 

New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  PO  Box  91, 
Gatesville,  NC  27938 
Attn:     Fannie  M.  Spivey,  Secretaty 
Calling  (252)  357-1061  may  make  inquiries, 
after  4:30  p.m. 

CHURCH  MUSICIAN  NEEDED: 
Knowledge  of  music  and  the  ability  to  play  by 
ear  is  appreciated.  Presently,  morning  worship 
service  is  held  every  fourth  (4th)  Sunday,  but 


we  are  considering  an  additional  Sunday  for 
services.  Must  be  able  to  play  for  youth  choir 
and  adult  choir.  Church  is  located  in  Warren 
County,  North  Carolina.  For  further  informa- 
tion, please  call: 
(252)  257-0221. 

MUSIC  OF  MINISTER  NEEDED:  THE 
CENTER  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in  Gatonia, 
NC  is  currently  seeking  a  Minister  of  Music. 
(SEE  GENERAL  QUALIFICATIONS 
LISTED  AT  BEGINNING  OF  STAFF: 
MUSICIAN  SECTION.  PLEASE  CON- 
TACT THE  CHURCH  AT  THE 
ADDRESS  LISTED  BELOW  FOR  SPE- 
CIFIC INFORMATION)  Salary  is  com- 
mensurate with  training  and  experience. 
Please  send  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 
Center  Baptist  Church.  Attention: 
Personnel  Committee. 
POB  550064 
Gastonia,  NC.  28055 
or  fax  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 
Personnel  Committee  at:  704-824-7683. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED: 
EMMANUEL  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  is  seeking  Full-time  Christian 
Minister  of  Music.  Loyal  and  (Committed  to 
Gods  program.)  Must  possess  people  skills,  be 
trained  as  a  Musician,  Conductor,  and  Choir 
Director.  Salary:  Commensurate  with  training 
and  experience.  Interested  persons  may  send 
resume/portfolio  to: 
Attention: 

Trustees  Emmanuel  Missionary 
Baptist  Church 
913. N.  Highland  Street 
Gastonia,  NC  25052 

CHURCH  MUSICIAN:  THE  CEDAR 
GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  of  Gibson,  N.C.  is  seeking  a  person 
to.  serve  as  Church  Musician.  Qualifications: 
(PLEASE  SEE  GENERAL  QUALIFICA- 
TIONS LISTED  AT  THE  BEGINNING 
OF  STAFF:  MUSICIAN  SECTION)Salary 
negotiable.  Please  send  resume  to  Cedar 
Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church  at  this 
address. 

CEDAR  GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 

CHURCH 

14600  Railroad  St. 

Gibson,  NC  28343 

CHURCH  MUSICIAN:  THE  FRIENDSHIP 
MISSIONARY    BAPTIST    CHURCH  is 
accepting  resumes  for  a  Church  Musician. 
Qualifications:  (SEE  GENERAL  QUALIFI- 
CATIONS LISTED  AT  THE  BEGINNING 
OF  THE  STAFF:  MUSICIAN  SECTION) 
Salary  negotiable: 
715  West  Willis  Ave. 
High  Point,  NC  27260 


Advertise  with 
us. 

For  more  infor- 
nation  please 
call 

1-800-639-GBSC 


Subscribe 
NOW! 

See  insert  on 
Page  28  for 
more 
Details. 


www.GBSC.org 

1-800-639-GBSC 
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EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY-TREASURER 
LOGAN  APPEALS  FOR  VAN 

The  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  CaroHna 
needs  a  VAN.  If  you,  your  Church  or  Association  has  a  van 
you  are  willing  to  donate  to  the  "WORK."  Please  contact: 
Dr  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr.,  603 
South  Wilmington  Street, 
Raleigh,  NC  27601-2338,919- 
821-7466;  800-639-4272; 
all«%ga«a>ghsc.otg 


Publication  of  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  N.C.,  Inc. 
Voice  of  500,000  North  Carolina  Baptists 
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HISTORIC  135TH  ANNUAL  SESSION  TO 
CONVENE  IN  FAYETTEVILLE,  NC 
OCTOBER  27-31,  2002 


(ELECTION  OF  GBSC  OFHCERS  WILL 

HIGHLIGH  THE  PROGRAM) 

By  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr.,  Executive  Secretaiy- 

Treasurer 

The  135th  Annual  Session  of  the  General 
B^tist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina 
will  convene  in  Fayetteville,  NC,  October  27- 
31,  2002.  The  Mount  Olive  Baptist  Church, 
Reverend  Dr.  Carl  E.  Brinkley,  Jr.,  Pastor  will 
serve  as  host.  The  session  thenae,  "The  chal- 
lenge Is  The  Same:  Reach  the  Masses"  John 
12:32  (KJV). 

The  session  brings  to  an  end  the  Presidency 
of  the  Reverend  Dr.  John  D.  Fuller,  Sr.,  Pastor 
of  the  historic  Lewis  Missionary  Baptist 
Churchy  Fayetteville,  NC.  Dr.  Fuller  has  left 
an  outstanding  legacy  as  President  of 
the  GBSC.  (A  special  135th  Year  edition  of 
the  Infonner  will  appear  next  month  that  wiD 


include  highlights  of  his  Presidency.) 

A  new  GBSC  President  and  administration 
will  be  elected  in  October.  This  election  will 
be  historic  in  the  history  of  the  GBSC.  The 
new  President  will  be  the  first  President  elect- 
ed in  this  century  and  millennium  to  serve  the 
Convention.  It  is  important  for  all  churches  to 
pre-register  and  to  get  your  messengers  certi- 
fied. Election  Kits  are  in  the  mail.  If  your 
church  does  not  receive  its  materials  or  if  you 
have  questions  please  call  Baptist 
Headquarters,  800/639-GBSC.  Make  your 
plans  now! 

PROGRAM  HIGHLIGHTS 

6:00  PM,  Sunday  Evening,  October  27,  2002 

Pre-Convention  Musical  &  Reception, 

Mt.  Olive  Baptist  Church,  Johjason  Street, 

Fayetteville,  NC 


(pictured  above:  President  Fuller  walks  along  with  other  GBSC  officials.) 
See  the  officers  of  the  GBSC  stay  fit  and  more  in  the  Highlights  Section  on  pgs  16-17 


GBSC 

ELECTION 
YEAR 

135'"  ANNUAL  SESSION 
OCTOBER  27-31, 2002 

****ELECTION DA  Y-  WEDNESDA  Y,  OCTOBER  30,  2002  >"> 

HOST  CHURCH:  MT.  OLIVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
118  JOHNSON  STREET 
F.AVETTEVn.LE,  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

HOST  R^STORs  REVEREND  CARL  E.  BRINKLEY 


SEE  PAGE  TWO  FOR 
MORE  GBSC 
ELECTION 
NEWS. 

135TH  ANNUAL 
SESSION 
SCHEDULE 
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Convention  Sessions  will  be  held  at  Cumberland  County  Coliseum  Complex  Arena 


MOIN DAY,  OCTOBER  28,  2002 

8:30  AM  Registration 

9:00  -  10:0  AM  Auxiliaries  Executive  Committees 

10:00  AM  Opening  

1 0: 1 5  Opening  Theme  Address  

1 1 :00  AM  Opening  Sermon  


2:(X)  -  3:30  PM  Political/'Empowemient  Forum 
4:00  PM  Preaching  With  Power  


7:00  PM  Local  Program  

8:30PM  I35th  Annual  Sermon  ;  

10:00  PM  Late  Night  Worship  

10:00  PM  Late  Night  Worship  

TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  29,  2002 

8:30  .AM  Registration 

9:00  .\M  -  Devotion  

9:30  -  10:45  AM  MmLster's  Council  

Stewardship  Offering   

11:00  AM  Sermon 

2:00  -  2:50  PM  Project  Reports   

3:00  PM  Past  President's  Sermon  

4:00  -  5:00  PM  Remarks/.\nnouncements  


7:00  PM  President's  Night  

Special  Guest  Dr.  William  J.  Shaw,  President,  NBCUS.A 
Special  Love  Offering  for  out-going  President  John  D.  Fuller,  Sr. 


Election  Results  , 

7:00 -8:00  PM  Devotion  

Greetings  

8:30  PM  Evening  Sermon  

10:00  PM  Late  Night  Worship 


THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  31,  2002 

(Closing  Session  at  Mt.  Olive  Missionary  Baptist  Church) 

8:30  .\M  Registration 

9:00  .\M  -  Devotion  

9:15-9:45  AM  Theme  

10:45  -  11:30  AM  GBSC  Reports  &  Business  

Stewardship  Offering  

1 1 :00  -  Closing  Sermon   

11:45  .AM  iastallation  of  OtTicers  

Closing  Remarks  President  Elect  GBSC,  Inc  

Below  is  the  hotel  and  motel  information.  .All  the  sessions  are 
important.  Time  will  be  provided  to  answer  any  questions  you  have  about 
GBSC,  Inc,  election  procedures.  One  person  will  have  one  vote!  Pastors  you 
cannot  vote  in  the  place  of  yoxir  members,  messengers  must  be  present  to  vote. 
All  ballots  will  be  validated. 

Pray  for  the  success  of  the  "work." 

[HOTEL  AND  .MOTEL  INFORMATIONI 


10:00  PM  Late  Night  Worship  ,  

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  30,  2002 

8:30  .AM  Registration 

9:00  .AM  -  Devotion  

9:15  -9:50  .AM  Sermon  

10:.30  -  1 1 :30  .\M  Meet  GBSC  Candidates  

11:30  -  12:30  .AM  Election  Reports  and  Election  Rules  

12:30  -  4:00  PM  GBSC  Election 

3:00  -  5:00  PM  135th  Celebration  Worship  &  Sermon  


HEADQUARTERS  HOTELS 
HOLIDAY  IN  BORDEAUX 

1707  OWEN  DRIVE 
FAYETTEVJLLE,  NC  28304 
SINGLES  &  DOUBLES 
910-323-0111 
$72.00  +  TAX 

RADISSON  PRINCE  CHARLES 
450  HAY  STREET 
FAVETTEVILLE,  NC 
SINGLES  &  DOUBLES 
910-433-4444 
$70.00  +  TAX 

DEADLINE.  SEPTEMBER  27,  2002 


COMFORT  INN 
1922  SKIBO  ROAD 
FAYETTEVILLE,  NC 
SINGLES  &  DOUBLES  910-867-1777. 
800-537-2268 
$65.00  +  TAX 


MASTERCARDA^ISA 


The  Baptist  Informer 


Piiblicalion  of  the  General  Baptist  Stale  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Inc. 
Voice  of  500,000  Baptists 
Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr.,  Executive  Editor 
Dr.  Priscilla  A.  Brodie,  Executive  Editor 
.Ms.  Carol  J.  Smith,  Managing  Editor 
Phyllis  D.  Coley,  Publisher 
Michael  Eley,  Graphic  Designer 
Published  the  first  of  each  month  at  Raleigh,  N.C. 
Postmaster  sends  addresses  &  all  communications  for  publications  &  inquiry  to 
Baptist  Informer,  Baptist  Headquarters,  603  S.  Wilmington  St.,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27601 
919-821-7466  *  800-639-4272  *  Fax:  919-836-0061  *  E-mail:  gbscf«Jgbsc.org. 


THEME:  "By  the  word  of  truth,  by  the  power  of  God,  by  the  armor 
of  righteousness... "  (II  Corinthians  6:7) 


Just  Off  the  Press  ...  Latest  Release  of 

GBSC's  Bible  -  Price  $49.95 
Leather  Bound 

Check  out  the  General  Baptist  Bookstore  for  New  Releases  at 

919-839-2211 

. ... .  J-800-627-,1690-.Fa^   _ 
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PRESIDENT'S  NEWS 


Dr.  Fuller 


Ministry  &  Money 

by  ■ 

Reverend  Dennis  Leach  BS.  M.  Div., 
Ministry,  (Lat.  Ministerium,  "service").  The 
service  to  God  in  Jesas  Christ  rendered  by  the 
church,  and  by  individuals  through  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  roles  given  the  general 
title  "ministry"  icliakonid)  carry  the  funda- 
mental understanding  that  they  are  sei-vices 
within  the  life  of  the  church  and  the  faith  com- 
munity (ICor.  12:5,  28;  Eph.  4:12).  Ministry 
literally  h<is  many  meanings,  {diakoneo)  is 
feeding  care  for,  and  waiting  on  guest  (Luke. 
8:3;  10:40;  1 7:8;  .\cts  6:2).  It  further  describes 
employing  the  various  gifts  (cliurisinata), 
whicii  God  bestows  ( ICor.  1 2:5;  1  Pet.  4: 1 0)  as 
well  as  referring  to  specific  acts  such  as  an 
offering  (2Cor.  8: 19,20),  personal  help  to  one 
in  prison  (Philemon  13).  apostlcship  (Rom. 
11:1 3),  and  aid  given  to  a  congregation  ( 1  Cor. 
16:1 5).  In  fact,  all  members  of  the  church  have 


their  own  gills  of  grace  to  exerci.se  in  ministry 
to  others  (ICor.  12:7-11,14).  Ministry 
involves  the  working  together  with  other 
members  in  the  body  of  Christ  in  the  fulfill- 
ment of  the  "Great  Commission."  T  he  Baptist 
Church  promotes  the  giving  of  tithes  and 
offerings  as  the  basis  for  the  support  of 
Christian  ministry. 

.\11  forms  of  service,  from  "pastoring'".  to 
the  church  clerk  are  a  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  derive  their  authority  from  him.  Jesus" 
wlu)le  life,  especially  at  the  cross,  is  interpret- 
ed as  an  act  of  ministry  (Mk.  10:4.5).  In  Jesus' 
teaching  this  style  of  ministry  includes  caring 
for  the  hungry,  the  thirsty,  the  stranger,  the 
naked,  the  sick,  and  the  pri.soner  (.Ml.  25:44). 
.Ml  Church  members  should  seek  the  embcxii- 
ment  of  the  Gospel  in  day-to-tUiy  life,  and  the 
single  vvord  that  might  best  afTirm  the  nature 
of  that  life  is  love.  Love  is  a  proactive  word. 
From  provitling  for  the  needs  of  a  senior  pas- 
tor, to  going  into  foreign  iields  ministry  cost 
money.  Without  money  no  significant  min- 
istr>'  can  take  place.  God.  through  the  Bible 
provides  us  a  way  we  can  support  the  min- 
istries of  the  church,  through  tithes'and  offer- 
ings (Malachi  3:8). 

Biblical  Principles  of  Giving 

.\  tithe  is  a  tenth  of  your  earnings,  and  it  is 
a  portion  that  belongs  to  God  Leviticus 
27:3031. 

Tithes  began  with  .Abraham  because  he 
had  seen  that  Ciod  owned  everything  and  hati 
blessed  him  with  abundance:  Genesis 
14:19,20. 

Giving  in  general  especially  sacrifices; 
pleases  CSod  more  than  wealth  given  without 
meaning.  Giving  is  as  much  a  part  of  serving 
God  as  prayer  and  fasting:  Mark  12:43-44, 
Matthew  6:3,5,16,  Luke  6:38. 

We  are  to  give  of  our  substance,  our  time, 
our  energy,  and  our  ho.spitality:  Hebrews 
13:15 

We  minister  to  and  for  the  Lord  in  giving 
by  presenting  our  bodies  as  living  sacrifices. 


and  our  possessions  not  oni>  to  praise  him  but 
to  serve  others  in  love:  Romans  12:1  Galatians 
5:13 

The  ministry  of  giving  is  an  act  of  worship,  it 
is  the  giving  first  of  ourselves  and  then  all  we 
pos.ses  to  Ciod:  11  Corinthians  8:4.5. 

The  Holy  Spirit  directs  our  giving  once  we 
have  given  ourselves  to  him.  We  give  accord- 
ing to  what  w-e  have,  what  is  needed,  and  what 
is  our  fair  share  of  responsibility:  Romans 
12:13 

Jesus  taught  that  the  most  important  part  of 
giving  is  the  attitude  of  our  heart:  Luke 
12:33,34 

God  wants  us  to  give  in  ways  which  glori- 
fy him  and  which  prepare  us  to  receive  more 
blessings  from  him.  Therefore,  we  should  give 
willingly,  generously,  gladly,  and  simply:  II 
Corinthians  8:12,  9:6,7.  Ronians  12:8. 
Our  responsibility  for  giving  today  is  to  sup- 
port the  ministry  of  the  local  church.  Then  we 
are  to  give  to  our  brothers  and  sisters,  and  to 
the  needy  around  the  world:  Malachi  3:10.  1 
Corinthians  16:2,  Galatians  6:10. 
How  much  do  we  give? 

Being  a  good  steward,  is  giving  back  to 
Crod  a  portion  of  what  He's  entrusted  to  us.  It 
is  not  that  God  "needs"  our  money  or  stew- 
ardship resources.  Rather,  .stewaiilship  giving 


serves  as  an  external,  material  testimony  that 
God  owns  both  the  material  and  spiritual 
things  in  our  lives.  It  aLso  supports  the  great- 
est, most  enduring  work  ever  conducted  in  this 
world:  the  Lord's  work  and  Kingdom 
Building. 

One  of  the  fir.st  .standards  of  giving  found 
in  the  Bible  is  the  tithe,  a  word  that  means 
"tenth."  .\braham  tithed  in  Genesis  14  after 
returning  from  the  daring  rescue  of  his 
nephew  Lot  from  four  enemy  kings.  He 
encountered  the  priest  Melchizedek  and  vol- 
untarily surrendered  to  him  one-tenth  of  all 
the  spoils  he  had  taken  from  his  enemies.  It  is 
often  said  that  the  tithe  is  the  Old  Testament 
"legali.sm,"  but  .Abraham  tithed  some  430 
years  before  the  Law  was  given  to  Moses. 

Tithing  has  been,  and  always  will  be.  a 
voluiifar.y  act  on  the  part  of  God's  people.  But 
although  not  tithing  brings  about  a  withhold- 
ing of  God's  blessings,  tithing  with  proper 
motives  invokes  God's  blessings;  "Bring  the 
whole  lithe  into  the  storehouse,  so  that  there 
may  be  food  in  My  house,  and  test  Me  now  in 
this,  says  the  Lord  of  host,  if  I  will  not  open 
for  you  the  windows  of  heaven,  and  pour  out 
for  you  a  blessing  until  it  overflows"  ( Malachi 
3:10). 

In  order  to  bring  our  tithes  into  the  "store- 
"Money"  continues  on  page  12 
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WOMEN'S  CONVENTION  NEWS 


Dr.  Brodie 


"ALL  PRAISES  AND 
THANKS  TO  GOD" 
By  Executives  Secretary- 
Treasurer  Brodie 
"Now  Thank  We  All  Our  God" 

Now  thank  we  all  our  God, 
with  heart  and  hands  and  voic-es, 
Who  won-drous  things  hath  done.  In 
whom  His  world  re-joic-es;  Who 
from  our  moth-er's  arms  Hath 
blessed  us  on  our  way  With  count- 
less gifts  of  love,  And  still  is  ours  to- 
day. 

O  may  this  boun-teous  God, 
Thro'  all  our  life  be  near  us, 
With  ev-er  joy-ful  hearts,  And  bless- 
ed peace  to  cheer  us; 
And  keep  us  in  His  grace.  And  guide 
us  when  per-plexed. 
And  free  us  from  all  ills  In  this  world 
and  the  next. 

All  praise  and  thanks  to  God 
The  Fa-ther  now  be  giv-en.  The  Son 
and  Him  who  reigns  With  Them  in 
high-est  heav-en;  The  one  c-ter-nal 
God,  Whom  earth  and  heav  'n  a-  dore; 
For  thus  it  was,  is  now.  And  shall  be 
ev-er-.more. 

Mai-tin  Rinkart  and  Johaiin  Cruger 
Translated  by  Catherine  Winkworth 

This  song  very  well  could 
express  the  sentiment  of  persons  who 
gathered  at  the  Annual  Session  in  cel- 


ebration  of  what  Christ  has  done  with 
and  through  the  Woman's  Convention 
during  the  2001-2002  fiscal  year. 
Now  being  thankful  and  grateful  to 
God  for  this  Cause,  let  us  begin  a  new 
year  by  telling  the  same  "'Old,  Old 
Story"  of  Jesus  and  His  love,  by  prac- 
ticing His  love  with  caring  and  sharing 
with  others,  and  helping  to  win  souls 
for  Christ.  We  would  like  to  see  each 
of  you  at  the  Family  .Missions 
Conference  and  The  Youth 
Evangelism  Conference  (See  the  arti- 
cle in  this  paper.). 

The  Woman's  Convention 
thanks  God  and  all  persons  and  mis- 
sionary organizations  for  contributions 
sent  during  the  immediate  past  fiscal 
year.  The  new  fiscal  year  begins  this 
month  and  ends  in  August  2003. 
The  proposed  budget  for  this  year 
will  be  near  $806,055.00,  which  will 
be  distributed  among  the  objectives: 
Foreign  Missions,  State  .Missions, 
Shaw  University,  Shaw  Divinity 
School,  Central  Children's  Home- 
and  Baptist  .Assembly.  Checks  and 
money  orders  for  the  Woman's 
Convention  should  be  made  payable 
to  the  Woman's  Baptist  State 
Convention  or  Woman's  Baptist 
Home  and  Foreign  Missionary 
Convention  and  sent  to: 
Woman's  Baptist  State  Convention 
P  O  Box  1818,  Raleigh,  NC  27602 
The  v\  ork  continues  to  grow;  therefore 
more  prayers,  attendance,  services, 
and  sacrificial  financial  giving  are 
needed. 

REMINDERS 

FAMILY  MISSIONS 
CONFERENCE 

Reverend  Lacy  Joyner  and 
First  Baptist  Church,  Granville  Street, 
Oxford,  will  serve  as  hosts  to  the 
Annual  Family  Missions  Conference 
on  Saturday,  September  28,  2002, 
beginning  at  9:00A.M.  Concurrent 
sessions,  are  planned.  Sox,  Sejuors, 


Young  Adults  and  Youth.  The  sessions 
are  Seniors-"Family  To  Families: 
Families  Making  .A  Difference",  led  by 
Reverend  and  Mrs.  Robert  Sanders:  2. 
Young  Adults-"Family  To  Families: 
Families  Making  A  Difference",  led  by 
Reverend  &  Mrs.  James  Eason  3.  The 
Youth  discussions  for  the  different 
youth  age  levels  will  center  around  the 
same  theme  as  the  other  sessions. 

Families  who  complete  the 
Family  Study  Guide  during  August 
(Family  Month)  and  attend  this 
Conference  will  receive  certificates. 

All  families  across  the  State  are 
invited  to  attend  and  share  in  this 
Conference,  and  to  bring  their  Bibles 
and  a  sacrificial  offering.  Envelopes 
will  be  tivailablc  for  each  family  or 
family  organizations'  offering:  the 
offering  will  be  credited  to  the- contri- 
bution of  the  family's  church  to  the 
Woman's  Convention. 

Directions  To  First  Baptist  Church, 
Oxford,  NC 

Coming  From  Rocky  Mount: 

Take  US  64 W 

Then  take  the  1-440  ramp 

Merge  onto  1-440 

Take  the  Exit  4  exit 

Continue  on  ramp 

Merge  on  Raleigh  Chapel  Hill  Expy 

Continue  on  1-40  W 

Take  the  Exit  279  exit 

Merge  on  NC-147  (Durham  Freeway) 

Take  the  Exit  16  exit 

Continue  on  Ramp 

Merge  on  US  1 5 

Take  the  1-85  N.  Exit 

Merge  on  1-85  N  • 

Take  the  Exit  204  exit 

Turn  Left  on  Linden  Avenue 

Then  Left  on  Easy  Street 

Turn  Right  on  Granville  Street 

The  Church  is  located  on  Granville 

Street 


Dr.  Julius  McDonald 


Directions 

Coming  From  Charlotte: 

Take  1-85  N 

Continue  on  1-85  N 

Take  the  Exit  204  exit 

Turn  Left  on  Linden  Avenue 

Turn  Left  on  Easy  Street 

Turn  right  on  Granville  Street 

The  church  is  located  on  Granville 

Street 

Directions 

Coming  From  Henderson: 

Take  1-85  S 

Take  the  Exit  204  exrt 

Continue  on  Ramp 

Turn  Right  on  Linden  Avenue 

Turn  Left  on  Easy  Street 

Turn  Right  on  Granville  Street 

The  Church  is  located  on  Granville 

Street 

Directions 

Coming  From  Fayetteville: 

Take  1-95  N 
Take  the  Exit  8 1  exit 
Keep  left  around  cui-ve 
Merge  on  1-40  W 
Take  the  Exit  279  exit 
Merge  on  NC-147 
Take  the  Exit  16  Exit 
Continue  on  Ramp 
Merge  on  1-85  N  Exit 
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Take  Exit  204  exit 

Turn  Left  on  Linden  Avenue 

Turn  Left  on  Easy  Street 

Turn  Right  on  Granville  Street 

The  Church  is  located  on  Granville 

Street 

"...Check  and  make  sure  the  road 
still  exists....  This  is  only  to  be  used 
as  an  aid  in  planning.^' 

21^VAiiiiual 
Youtli  Evangelisiii 
Conference 
Saiurflav;, 
November  2,  2002 
9:00  A.M. -1:00 


[{oaiiokc  lllapids  l  ligli  ScIkkiI 

Roanoke  Rapids.  NC 

Hosted  by 
Halifax  ('oiintv  Lnion 


Directions  to  Roanoke  Rapids  High 
School 

The  school  is  located  in  the  800 
block  of  Hamilton  Street 

Directions  from  Raleigh 

Take   New   Bern   Avenue  towards 

Rocky  Mount/Wilson 

Continue  on  US-64  East 

Take  the  1-95  Exit  towards  Richmond 

Merge  on  1-95  North 

Take  the  Roanoke  Rapids  (NC  125) 

Exit  #  171 

Turn  Left  on  Grapevine  Road 
Turn  Right  on  Smith  Church  Road 
Continue  on  NC  125 
Turn  right  on  Hamilton  Street 

Directions      from  Fayetteville, 
Lumberton  and  Wilmington  Areas 
Take  1-95  North  Exit 
Continue  on  1-95  North  take  the 


Roanoke  Rapids  (NC  125)  exit  #171 
Turn  left  on  Grapevine  Road 
Turn  Right  on  Smith  Church  Road 
Continue  on  NC  125 
Turn  Right  on  Hamilton  Street 


Directions  from  Durham,  Charlotte 
and  surrounding  areas: 

Take  the  1-85  North 

Continue  on  1-85  North. 

Then    take    Exit    #220  US-l/US- 

158/Fleming  Town  /road  exit  towards 

Norlina 

Turn  left  on  US-1/ US- 158 
Continue  on  US-1 /US-1 58 
Turn  right  onto  US-158/US-401 
Continue  on  US-1 58-BYPASS/US- 
401 

Continue  on  US-1 58  BYPASS 

Turn  left  on  US-1 58 

Turn  left  on  Roanoke  Avenue 

Turn  Right  on  E  8^^^  Street 

The  school  is  located  in  the  800  block 

of  Hamilton  Street 

Directions  from  Louisburg, 
Franklinton  and  surrounding  areas: 

Take  on  NC  561 
Tuni  Left  on  NC-43/NC  561 
Continue  on  NC-561 
Bear  Right  on  NC-561 
Turn  Left  on  NC-48 

Turn  Right  on  East  8*^^  Street 

The  school  is  located  in  the  800 

block  of  Hamilton  Street 

Directions  from  Elizabeth  City  and 
surrounding  areas: 

Take  on  US-1 7  North/US- 158  West 
Turn  left  on  US-17-BR/US-158  West 
Continue  on  US- 158  West 
Continue  on  US  13S/US  -158  West 
Turn  right  on  US- 158  West 
Bear  left  on  US-158  West/US  301 
Turn  left  on  US-158  West/US  301 
South 

Make  a  Hard  Right  turn  on  US-158 
West 

Continue  on  Roanoke  Rapids  Road 
Continue  on  US-158  West 

Turn  right  on  10^'^  Street 

Continue  on  East  10^^  Street 
Then  turn  right  on  Hamilton  Street 
The  school  is  located  in  the  800 
block  of  Hamilton  Street 


High  Flight 


By  Pilot  Officer  John  Gillespie  Magee 
Submitted  bv  Rev.  Chester  Debnam,  Jr.  a  23-Year  Air  Force  Veteran 


OhI  I  have  slipped  the  surly  bonds  of  earth 
And  danced  the  skies  on  laughter-silver  wings; 
Sunward  I've  climbed,  and  joined  the  tumbling  mirth 
Of  sun-split  clouds  and  done  a  hundred  things 

You  have  not  dreamed  of  wheeled  and  soared  and  swung 
High  m  the  sunlit  silence.  Hov'ring  there 
I've  chased  the  shouting  wind  along,  and  flung 
My  eager  craft  through  footless  halls  of  air. 

Up,  up  the  long  delirious,  burning  blue, 
I've  topped  the  windswept  heights  with  easy  grace 
Where  never  lark,  or  even  eagle  flew 
And,  while  with  silent  lifting  mind  I've  trod 
The  high  unsurpassed  sanctity  of  space, 
Put  out  my  hand  and  touched  the  face  of  God.  v 

Biography 

Pilot  Officer  John  Gillespie  Magee,  Jr.,  was  an  American  serving 
with  the  Royal  Canadian  Air  Force  He  was  born  in  Shanghai,  China  in 
1922,  the  son  of  missionary  parents.  Reverend  and  Mrs.  John  Gillespie 
Magee;  his  father  was  an  American  and  his  mother  was  originally  a 
British  citizen. 

He  came  to  the  t  .S.  in  1939  and  earned  a  scholarship  to  Yale,  but 
in  September  1940  he  enlisted  in  the  RCAF  and  was  graduated  as  a  pilot. 
He  was  sent  to  England  for  combat  duty  in  July  1941. 

In  August  or  September  1941,  Pilot  Officer  Magee  composed  High 
Flight  and  sent  a  copy  to  his  parents.  Several  months  later,  on  December 
11,  1941  his  Spitfire  collided  with  another  plane  over  England  and 
Magee,  only  19  years  of  age,  crashed  to  his  death. 

His  remains  are  buried  in  the  churchyard  cemetery  at  Scopwick, 
Lincolnshire. 
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Dr.  W.  Parker,  Jr. 


News  From  The  Foreign 
Field:  The  Lott  Carey 

We  are  preparing  for  our  105th 
Annual  Session.  Meet  us  in  New 

Orleans,  Louisiana  on  August  28^'\ 


2002. 

We  look  forward,  with  anticipation, 
to  the  105th  Annual  Session  of  the 
Loft  Carey  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Convention,  August  26^^  —  30^^' 
2002,  In  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  at 
St.  Thomas 

Baptist  Church  where  Dr.  Benjamin 
Maxon  is  the  Pastor  and  the  Host 
Comniittee  Chair. 

Some  of  the  highlights  of  the 
.A.nnual  Session  Includes  the  Monday 
Evening  Banquet  and  an  Inspirational 
Musical,  presented  by  the  Host 
Committee.  This  year  the  Women's 
Auxiliary  will  Host  a  Mission  Prayer 
Breakfast  on  Monday  morning  and 
tickets  are  still  available  through  the 
Loft  Carey  Office. 

Our  special  guest  will  be  our  mis- 
sion partners  from  India,  Kenya, 
Uganda,  Haiti,  Guyana,  Zimbabwe 
and  Liberia.  You  will  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  meet  and  fellowship  with  our 
From  the  Field  Continues  on  page  7 


Shaw  University,  and 
Shaw  Divinity  School 
News 

by  Reverend  N.  T.  Davis 

Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings 
from,  Grace  and  Peace  be  unto  you 
from  God  the  Father,  and  from  His 
only  Son  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Summer  is  fast  coming  to  an  end, 
the  school  bell  has  already  sounded. 
The  buses  are  on  the  highway,  the  col- 
lege classes  have  begun.  It's  a  special 
time  of  the  year  as  fall  come  rolling  in 
Let  us  not  forget  to  Thank  God  for  the 
summer  harvest.  The  harvest  is  still 
the  Lords. 

Pray  for  the  Mission  of  the 
University,  and  the  Divinity  School. 
We  need  to  stay  focused  on  the  goals 
.set  by  the  President  and  Dean,  and 
give  your  best  effort  to  help  achieve 
the  goals  set  by  the  Administrative 
Staff  of  the  University. 

Please  pray  for  our  youth,  they  are 
fa(jed^  with  many  chal|en^es^and  presr. 


sure  from  outside  forces.  We  ask  the 
students  to  do  their  best  in  class,  make 
your  parents  proud.  Many  opportuni- 
ties will  come  only  once  in  a  lifetime. 

Football  will  be  back  so  "Lets  go 
Bears"  and  bring  home  the  bacon. 

As  my  Tenure  come  to  a  close  as 
Third  Vice  President,  I.  would  like  to 
thank  all  the  people  of  this  State  for 
allowing  me  to  be  elected,  and  serve 
Shaw  !Sews  Continues  on  page  7 


Itoiii  Ihe  Desk  of  tlie 
t  (>ur  til  Vice  -  President 

Reverend  Nilous  M.  Avery,  II  M.  Div. 

To  my  brothers  and  sisters  in  the 
General  Baptist  "tie"  that  binds  Our 
hearts  in  Christian  love:  "Praise  be  to 
the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
the  Father  of  compassion  the  God  of 
all  comfort,  who  comforts  in  all  our 
troubles,  so  that  we  can  comfort  those 
in  any  trouble  with  the  comfort  wc 
ourselves  have  received  from  God"  (2 
Corinthians  1:3-4.  NIV). 

What  a  wonderful  thought  to  know 
with  assurance  that  God  is  merciful. 
God  blesses  us  .so  that  through  us,  oth- 
ers will  be  blessed.  The  writer  in 
Ecclesiastes  noted  that  some  things  do 
change.  There  is  a  session  for  every 
activity  under  heaven"  (Ecclesiastics 
3:1b).  Change  occurs:  from  being  bom 
to  dying  ..  from  planting  to  uprooting 
...  from  killing  to  healing  ...  from  tear- 
-ing  down  to  building  up  ...  from  crying 
to  laughing  from  loving  to  hating,,, 
and  so  on.  Some  things  do  change. 

For  many  who  have  seen  a  number 
of  "getting  ups  and  lying  downs,"  dra- 
matic changes  have  taken  place.  Many 
conveniences  we  take  for  granted 
today  wets  nonfat  the  beginning  of  the 
20th  century  (the  year  1900).  Change 
is  constant: 

•  From  kerosene  lamps  to  electnc 
lights 

•  From  the  horse -and-buggy  to  the 
automobile; 

From  the  Wright  Brothers  to  superson- 


Rev.  Nilous  M.  Avery,  11  M.Div. 
ic  aviary  &  the  space  shuttle; 

•  From  telegraph  to  cordless  and  cel- 
lular phones; 

•  Tape  recorders,  remote  controls, 
microwaves,  microchips,  microdots, 
pagers/beepers,  voice  activation, 
TV's,  VCR's  CD's,  DVD's,  VCD's, 
MP3's,  PC's,  laptops,  pocket  organiz- 
ers, software,  hardware,  Tupperware, 
superstores,  condos,  stereos,  high- 
ways, parkways,  pornography,  cine- 
matography, zoning,  cloning,  multi- 
million  dollar  contracts  for  entertain- 
ers/athletes/CEO's/COO's  ...  and  the 
beet  goes  on! 

Some  things  do  change!  A  traveler 
from  the  early  1900's  would  not  rec- 
ognize the  world  as  it  exists  today. 
And  yet,  some  things  do  not  change. 
When  a  woman  came  to  Jesus  with  an 
alabaster  jar  of  expensive  perfume  and 

Avery  Continues  on  page  7 


Rey. iIS..T.  Davis 


•■'.»>»»»»  i 

i   Jr.t.  l<^  A!  i  *  *  %  •  i 


PEW  UPHOLSTERING 
REVERSIBLE  CUSHIONS 

NEW  PEWS  •  PEW  REFINiSHING  •  STAINED  GLASS 
LIGHTLNG  •  CARPET  •  PAINTING  •  PLASTER  REPAIR 
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MORE  VICE  PRESIDENT'S  NEWS 


Ftom  the  Field  Continued  from  page  6 
mission  partners  and  be  informed 
about  the  work  being  done  around  the 
world. 

Our  regular  event  during  the 
Annual  Session  week  is  the  Sunrise 
Prayer  Service,  Tuesday  through 
Thursdays  5:30  am  7:30  am.  This  is 
always  an  inspiring  service  of  prayer, 
testimony,  praise  and  fellowship. 
More  than  1000  people  normally  gath- 
er, to  transform  a  hotel  ballroom  into  a 
sanctuary  of  worship. 

We  are  excited  about  the  Mission 
Education  Classes  and  the  excellent 
instructors  for  these  classes.  Our  mis- 
sion partners  from  around  the  world 
will  visit  classes  and  you  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  dialogue  with  them 
again  at  the  closing  program.  The 
classes  will  begin  Tuesday. 

August  27  Friday,  August  30th 
from  7:30  am:  -  9: 15am. We  are 
pleased  to  again  provide  a  pre-conven- 
tion,  Saturday  Mission  Education 
Class  for  all  classroom  managers. 
Registration  and  books  will  be  avail- 
able beginning  Saturday,  August  24, 
2002. 

Our  Youth  will  have  special  classes 
and  projects  to  inform  and  inspire 
them  about  global  missions.  The 
Women's  Auxiliary  will  hold  a  recep- 
tion to  honor  "^The  Women  Of  The 
Week"  and  the  Laymen  will  provide  a 
forum  for  discussion  about  global 
issues  and  our  Christian  response  to 
the  crisis  that  challenges  world  peace. 

Plan  to  be  in  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana  for  the  105th  Annual 
Session.  You  will  learn  how  your  giv- 
ing supports  missions  around  the 
world.  You  will  experience  warm  fel- 
lowship and  worship.  You  will  learn 
and  grow  in  response  to  Gods'  call,  to 
extend  our  Christian  witness  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth. 

See  You  in  New  Orleans! 


I 


Avery  Continued  from  page  6 
poured  ft  on  His  head  (in  Matthew 
26),  Jesus'  disciples  became  angry  and 
complained.  They  concluded  that  the 
perfume  could  have  been  sold  and  the 
money  given  to  the  poor.  Jesus  replied 
that  the  poor  would  always  be  around. 

Some  things  do  not  change!  People 
still  need  food  because  they  gei  hun- 
gry. People  still  need  comforting 
because  they  experience  grief  People 
still  need  guidance  because  they  get 
confused.  People  still  need  compas- 
sion and  companionship  because  they 
get  lonely.  People  still  need  forgive- 
ness and  a  Savior  because  they  (or 
should  1  say  we  all)  sin  People  still 
need  hope  because  at  some  point  we 
all  die. 

Some  things  do  at  change!  God's 
grace,  mercy,  and  love  do  not  change. 
In  Christ,  God's  image  is  not  stained. 
In  Christ,  God's  power  is  not  weak. 
God  is  immutable.  In  darkness,  God  is 
light  ...  in  chaos,  God  is  truth...  in 
weakness,  God's  strength  in  death, 
God  is  eternal  life!  Some  things  do 


Shaw  i\em  Continued  from  page  6 
as  the  fourth,  and  third  Vice  President 
the  last  four  years.  To  C  the  Glory  for 
all  the  Great  things  He  has  done. 

I  have  enjoyed  the  Travel,  and 
been  well  received  everywhere  across 
the  State  with  much  Love,  and  con- 
cern for  the  Ministr>'  of  The  Central 
Children  Home,  and  Shaw 
University,  and  the  Divinity  School. 

When  my  tenure  ends  as  Third 
Vice  President,  I  seek  no  future 
Office  in  the  Convention.  1  will  be 
Praying  for  all  the  Candidates  seeking 
to  serve  the  Convention  in  the  future. 

Twenty-Five  years  ago,  it  was  said 
that  this  is  the  Lords  work,  1  believe 
today,  that  it  is  still  the  Lords  work, 
and  we  should  give  to  ft  our  fullest 
attention. 

God  still  has  no  hands,  but  our 
hands  to  do  his  Blessed  will  and  no 
feet  but  our  feet  to  climb  the  rugged 
hill. 

He  was,  and  he  is  counting  heavy  on 
us  all  to  get  the  job  the  done.  Please 


change.  God  does  not!  God's  purpose, 
power,  presence,  and  provision  do  not 
change.  As  disciples  of  Christ  seeking 
to  reach  the  masses,  our  methods  may 
change,  but  the  message  is  still  the 
REACH  THE  MASSES! 

Are  we  helping  to  reach  the  mass- 
es? The  Central  Children's  Home  in 
Oxford  is  waiting  to  hear  from  us. 
Some  things  do  not  change.  The  home 
needs  our  support  and  prayers.  Some 
things  do  change.  The  cost  of  living 
and  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  home 
increase  each  day.  Some  things  do  not 
change.  The  people  of  God  in  the 
General  Baptist  family  will  rise  up  to 
meet  every  challenge,  every  lion's 
den,  ever>'  Red  Sea,  every  flaming  fur- 
nace, every  wall,  every  stronghold  that 
attempts  to  thwart  the  mission  and 
ministry  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Children  at  the  Central 
CkiWren's  Runs  nie  waiting  to  see  and 
hear  from  us. 

If  you  further  information,  please  con- 
tact me: 


Pray  for  our  Convention  that  it  might 
move  in  the  right  direction,  and  be 
more  of  a  Service  Organization  to 
Churches,  and  people  in  need. 

Pray  that  she  will  grow  stronger, 
and  keep  the  Faith,  and  never  turn 
back  from  being  a  service  plus 
Organization.  Let  us  not  become  just 
a  hand-clapping  group  th^  renders  no 
service  to  mankind.  To  God  be  the 
Glory  for  what  He  has  Already  Done. 


(church)  704-63 1-0954;  "(fax)  704- 
637-1137 

E-mail  -AveryRevKin@aol.com 

May  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  the  love  of  God,  and  the 
fellowship  of  the  Holy  Spirit  be  with 
you  all"  (2  Connthians  13:14,  NTV). 
Amen. 


www.gbsc.org 

1 -800-63 9-G  BSC 


SUPPORT  OUR  GBSd 
BOOKSTORE 
1-800-639-4272 
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STATE  USHERS'  NEWS 


Forest  M.  Hares  Jr. 
Stale  Ushers'  President 

submitted  by  Alice  W.  McNair 

State  Ushers  held  their  annual 
Convention,  July  19—20,  2002  at  the 
Martin  Street  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh, 
N.C.,  Dr.  Charles  Bullock  is  the  pastor. 
New  otTicers  were  elected.  The  new  offi- 
cers are;  Pres.  Bro.  Forest  Eaves,  Jn- 
Charlotte,  N.C.;  1st  vice;  Sis.  Helen 
Thompson-Fayetteville,  N.C.;  2nd  vice; 
Bro.  Charles  Dunn  -  Knightdale,  N.C.; 
3rd  vice:  Bro.  .Archie  Lofton-Wilmington, 
N.C.;  4th  vice  Bro.  Norman  Dorsey  - 
Elizabeth  city,  N.C.;  Sect.  Sis.  Mary 
Belle-Four  Oaks,  N.C.;  asst.  sect.  Sis, 
Joann  McNair-  Laurinburg,  N.C.;  parlia- 
mentarian:    Sis.     Mary  Williams- 


Louisburg.  N.C.;  dean:  Rev.  Marvin  T. 
Clowney-Clinton,  N.C.;  assist  dean;  Bro. 
Roy  Harris-.Xsheville,  N.C.;  coordinator: 
Sis,  Nancy  High-Zebulon,  N.C.;  and  news 
reporters  Sis.  .Mice  W.  McNair  Newton 
Grove,  N.C. 

Our  new  president's  address  is:  Mr. 
P'orest  M.  F'aves,  Jr.  801  Walnut  .\venue, 
Charlotte,  N.C.  28208-4541  voice  (704) 
372  5338or  fax  (-704)  372-0014.  His 
church  is  Friendship  M.  Baptist  church. 
Charlotte,  N.C.  Dr.  Clifford  Jones,  Pastor. 
The  convention  was  well  attended  and 
one  of  the  best.  The  sermons  were  inspir- 
ing. Friday  Morning,  the  theme  address 
was  given  by  the  Rev.  Otis  Byrd,  Pastor  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church,  Holly  Springs, 
N.C.  He  spoke  from  St.  John  5:1-8.  "Its  Is 
My  Time  To  Be  Blessed."  He  lifted  our 
spirits.  Our  Pres.  Charles  Fletcher  made 
his  address  from  2nd  Corinthians  4:1, 
"Thank  You  For  Your  Grace  And  Mercy". 
Very  Good!  It  was  motioned  and 
approved  that  his  address  would  be  placed 
in  the  Baptist  Informer.  Pres.  Fletcher's 
family  presented  him  with  a  new  white 
suit. 

Friday  afternoon,  the  opening  sermon 
was  by  a  young  minister;  introduced  to  us 
by  our  Genera!  Baptist  President,  Dr.  John 
D.  Fuller.  He  was  Moderator  Danyl 
McConnell,  Pastor  of  Faith  N.  Baptist 
Church,  Gibsonville.  N.C.  His  text  was 
Hebrew  1 1 :32 — 38.  His  theme  was,  "Why 
I  Can't  Resign."  He  brought  us  to  our  feet 


with  praise  and  thanksgiving.  He  said  you 
Just  don't  resign  from  God's  service.  Did 
not  attend  Friday  night's  service. 

Saturday  morning  began  with  the 
Ushers  Processional,  .\pprox.  150  ushers 
in  full  uniform  marched  inside  the  church 
led  by  our  presidents,  to  the  music  of  "We 
are  Marching  to  Zion."  It  Was  an  impres- 
sive sight  to  see. 

Dean  Charlie  Rhodes  gave  a  work- 
shop. HP  is  a  dedicated  worker  and  gave 
us  much  infonnation  on  our  duties  as  ush- 
ers: passed  out  pamphlets  to  each  usher. 
Dean  Rhodes,  we  are  sorry  to  see  you  go. 
You  have  been  a  good  dean.  We  are  proud 
of  you. 

1  met  two  nice  ladies  at  the  convention 
on  Sat.  morning.  1  promised  to  mention 
their  names.  They  were  Sis.  Valerie 
Singleton  and  Sis.  Hattie  Eaves,  from  the 
Friendship  Baptist  Church,  Charlotte, 
N.C.  They  were  on  the  campaign  commit- 
tee to  help  elect  Bro.  Eaves,  Jr.  for  presi- 
dent. He  did  win  the  election  and  is  now 
our  president. 

Those  attending  the  Convention  from 
the  Western  Union  Association,  Clinton, 
N.C.  was:  Bro.  Roy  Williams,  pres.  of 
Western  Union  Ushers,  Bro.  Earlie 
Melvin,  Pre.  of  Mt.  Pleasant  B  Church 
ushers,  and  Bro.  Larry  Grumpier,  Pres.  of 
Littlefield  Baptist  Church  ushers  They 

are  dedicated 

young  men.  Littlefield  M.  Baptist  Church 
held  their  Ushers  .Anniversary  on  the  sec- 


ond Sunday  in  July.  Mt.  Zion  Baptist 
Church,  Pastor  Leroy  Smith,  choir,  and 
ushers  were  our  guests.  14  churches  rep- 
resented. Bro.  Larry  Grumpier  is  presi- 
dent. , 

I  attended  the  Woman's  Baptist  State 
Convention  in  Winston  Salem,  N.C,  at 
the  Benton  Convention  Center  July  29  - 
.Aug  1,  2002.  Our  ushers  were  at  work 
there.  Ms.  .Anita  K.  Payne,  Member  of 
Union  Baptist  Church,  Dr.  Sir  Walter 
Mack,  Pastor,  Winston  Salem,  N.C.  Ms. 
Payne  is  coordinator  and  trainer  for 
Forsyth  County  Unitled  Ushers  and 
.Assist.  Correspondence  Sect,  and  District 
Pres.  for  the  Rowan  .Association,  Winston 
Salem,  N.C.  District.  Her  ushers  were  on 
duty  Tues.,  Wed,,  and  Thursday  at  the 
convention.  Ms  Payne,  your  ushers  did 
well.  You  are  a  tireless  worker  for  the 
Lord  and  we  commend  you  for  a  job  well 
done.  Keep  up  the  good  work  Ms.  Payne. 
The  Lord  wilt  Bless  You. 
Evangelism  is  nothing  more  than  one  beg- . 
gar  telling  another  beggar  to  find  bread,  jj 

Send  usher  news  to:  Post  Office  Box  105 
Newton  Grove,  N.C  28366 


NEW  PASTOR'S  CORNER 


Pastor  /  SItiloh  Temple  of  Faith 
Missionary  BapjLst  Church 
FayettevHIe,  JSorth  Carolina 


The  Anointing 

By  Reverend  Sandra  Holland-Trotter 

The  Anointing.  (Greek,  charisma, 
ointment,  anointing) 
The  anointing  is  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  effecting  eternal  changes  in  our 
lives.  It  is  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as 
an  efficient  aid  in  obtaining  knowl- 
edge of  the  truth.  It  is  a  vital  necessity 
for  any  pa.stor  or  teacher  who  wants 
demonstration  and  evidence  of 
Kingdom  authority. 

God  is  requiring  change  in  this  new 
millennium,  change  in  our  lifestyle, 
change  in  our  relationships,  change  in 


our  attitudes  and  a  change  in  our  min- 
istries Sonic  will  like  it,  some  will, 
not,  some  will  receive  it  and  some  will 
not 

God  is  calling  for  a  change.  We 
must  he  willing  to  change,  not  for  our- 
selves, but  for  the  one  that  has  anoint- 
ed us  to  preach  good  tidings  imto  the 
mock:  he  has  sent  us  to  bind  up  the 
brokenhearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to 
the  captives  and  the  opening  of  the 
prison  to  them  that  are  bound. 
(Isaiah  61:1) 

Are  you  dead  to  self?  Are  you  will- 
ing to  receive  the  sacrificial  anointing? 
Only  when  you  abandon  self,  and 
totally  empty  yourself,  can  you  be 
filled 


with  God's  presence.  If  we  draw  near 
to  God,  he  will  draw  near  to  you. 
(James  4:8) 

In  our  churches  we  mu.st  have  an 
atmosphere  conducive  for  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  come  in.  in  our  heart  we  must 
be  willing  to  seek,  to  welcome,  and  to 
mvite  the  Holy  Spirit 

God  has  decided  what  our  own  par- 
ticular anointing  should  be.  Although 
not  all  of  us  have  Jeremiah's  anoint- 
ing, as  surely  as  we  have  been  put  into 
the  body  of  His  Son  we  have  this  in 
common:  Before  I  fonned  you  in  the 
womb  I  knew  you,  before  you  were 
bom  I  set  you  apart.  (Jeremiah  1:5) 
We  must  accept  the  limits  of  ou^^ 
The  Annointing  continues  on  page  22  ■  '  '  *) 
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LAYMEN'S  LEAGUE  NEWS 


Laymen  Ends  2001  on  a  High  Note 
with  Its  Study  Commission 


Mr.  Romas  Hales 


The  North  Carolina  State  Laymen's 
League  Auxiliary  held  its  final  Study 
Commission  session  for  the  year  2001 
at  the  Community  Baptist  Church  in 
Durham,  North  Carolina  on  Saturday, 
December  12th.  There  were  more  than 
2225  men  and  boys  in  attendance. 

Brother  Jarv'is  Morgan  of  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina  is  the  state  Laymen's 
President.    In  his  tenure  and  under  his 


MEN  AND  BOYS 
RETREAT  2002 

This  year  at  the  GB.SC  Men  and  Boys 
Retreat,  we  had  a  great  time.  The  iheme  for 
the  retreat  wa.s  "Becoming  .\  Vlan  of 
Prayer"'.  Our  scripture  was  taken  from 
Matthew  6  chapter  verses  S-li.  We  studied 
from  the  book  "  The  Prayer  Of  .labez  by 
Ciwen  Williams,  .\long  with  the  classes,  we 
had  dUTerent  kinds  of  arts  and  crafts.  One 
was  a  drawing  of  a  hand  with  a  prayer 
called"  A  PR.\YER  FOR  JESUS"  each  lin- 
ger was  colored  differently  and  each  finger 
represented  something  different  in  the 
prayer  you  thanked  .lesus  for  (1 -family.  2- 
teachers,  3-  president  making  good  choices. 
4-  sick,  5-  help  me  be  the  best  I  can  be). 
Second,  the  kids  made  a  foamy  pin-up  that 
had  praying  hands  on  it  and  a  decorative 
saying:  prayer  is  for  the  soul  what  food  is 
for  the  body.  Each  hoy  decorated  this.  Third 
each  kid  was  given  a  blue  card.  One  side  had 
the  lords  prayer  the  other  side  was  blank. 
Each  child  developed  its  own  prayer  using 
the  Lord's  Prayer  as  a  guide.  During  recre- 
ation we  played  checkers,  went  swimming, 
and  played  basketball.  On  the  evening,  we 
had  a  guest  speaker.  The  first  camp  Rev. 
Blackwell  from  First  Baptist  Fayetteville 


leadership,  the  attendance  of  the  quarterly 
session  has  more  than  quadrupled  in  the 
past  three  years.  His  cabinet,  along  with 
the  laymen  across  the  state  of  North 
Carolina  ,  has  einbraced  his  vision  and 
given  him  the  support  needed  to  grow  the 
North  Carolina  Laymen's  Departinent  and 
make  the  necessary  progress  to  enhance 
the  kingdom  of  God. 

Throughout  the  year.  President 
Morgan  has  relied  on  qualified  men  in  key 
positions  to  assist  him  in  planning,  devel- 
opment and  executing  the  programs  and 
ministries  of  North  Carolina  L.Xymen: 
.lohn  Gladden,  1st  VP;  Fiverett  Miles,  2nd 
VP;  Theodore  David,  3rd  VP;  Dallas 
Foster,  Chairman  of  the  Study 
Conmmission;  Henry  liolbrook.  Youth 
Director;  James  .\ilen.  Director  of  the 
Mentoring  Program;  Michael  Kendale, 
Director  of  the  Boy  Scouts  Program; 
Nathaniel  Daniels.  Treasurer  and 
Romas  Hales,  Field  Officer 

The  activities  that  were  included  in  the 


came  and  .spoke  on  "I  can  do  all  things 
through  Christ  which  .strengthens  me", 
(Philippians:  4;  13)  and  the  second  camp  our 
own.  camp  custodian  Rev,  Harris  spoke  on" 
Train  up  a  Child  In  the  Way  Ik  Should  Go 
And  When  He  is  Old  He  Will  Not  Depart 
From  lt."(Proverbs  22:6).  .After  that  we  had  a 
Bible  bowl  ami  then  \vc  disniissed  and  had  a 
watermelon  feast  and  marshniallow  roast  out- 
side. On  the  next  day  we  had  a  talent  show  and 
on  the  first  camp  our  winners  weic  { 1)  Phillip 
Lynch  (2)  .iamcs  Monroe,  (3)  C?har!cs  Greene. 
On  the  second  camp  our  winners  were  (1)1  bm 
singing  group,  (2)  Irvin  Dowe,  and  (3)  Lcc 
.tones.  We  all  had  a  great  time.  I  just  would 
like  to  thank  Bro.  Hales  and  all  of  the  execu- 
tive staff,  and  all  the  teachers,  cooks  and 
adults  who  have  helped  make  these  last  4 
years  at  the  camp  a  success.  Thanks  to  our 
support  from  Bro.  Holbrooks  for  the  prizes  for 
the  bible  bowl  and  president  Morgan  for  his 
support,  I  have  enjoyed  being  your  4th  vice 
president.  SEE  You  Next  Year  at  The  C.\MP. 

4TH  vice  President  GBSC  Laymen's  League 
GREG  G.XBRIEL 


SEE  PAGE  16  FOR  PICTURES  OF  THE 
RETREAT 


final  study  commission  of  the  year  were 
Executive  Session,  Devotions,  Christian 
Education  Hours,  Study  Commission 
Workshop.  Youth  Program  and  a  dinner  to 
conclude  the  session. 
■  The  North  Carolina  Laymen's  pro- 
gram is  so  well  organized  and  elTective 
that  it  has  won  the  approval  of  the  pastors, 
moderators,  and  top  officers  from  the  par- 
ent body.  The  host  pastor  for  the  session. 
Rev.  Percy  Chase,  count  not  find  enough 
encouraging  and  wonderful  things  to  say 
about  the  sate  laymen. 

Due  to  the  great  work  of  the  laymen 
and  the  endorsement  of  the  key  pastors  in 
the  state,  they  are  being  recominended  to 
assist  in  organizing  local  groups  and 
chapters  in  churches  where  there  are 
none. 

President  Morgan  and  his  key  officers 
are  conducting  workshops  through  the 
state  to  help  build  strong  laymen  groups 
and  churches.  The  Study  Commission 
works  hops  that  make  thetn  attractive  and 


sought  after: 

1.  They  are  interactive,  where  all  partici- 
pants can  participate. 

2.  They  are  spiritually  oriented,  where 
men  can  become  inspired  and  motivated 
to  do  the  greater  work  for  God. 

3.  They  are  WORD  anchored  with  funda- 
mentally sound  doctrine. 

4.  The  topics  are  flexible  and  can  be 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  local  fellow- 
ship or  association. 

.At  the  close  of  the  2001  session. 
President  JVIorgan  stated  that  the  new 
Street  Ministry'  program  will  receive  more 
suppport  and  have  more  effort  and 
empahisis  placed  on  it. 

President  Morgan  also  stated  that  the 
North  Carolina  men  will  be  more  closely 
affiliated  with  the  National  Baptist 
Laymen  and  a  snale  chorus  will  be  formed 
to  sind  at  Walter  Cade.  .Ir  Southern 
Regional  Workshop  coming  to 
Greenville,  South  Carolina  in  September 
2002. 


INSTITUTIONAL  &  SPECIALIZED 
MINISTRIES 

.Michael  R.  Smith,  Sr,  Chairman 
Jeff  Locus,  Co-Chairman 

2ND  ANNUAL  CRIME  &  INCARCERATION 

CONFERENCE 

September  27  -  28.  2002 
Federal  Correctional  Complex  -  Butncr,  North  Carolina 

all  gbsc  pastors  ensure  your  church  is 
represented; 
(see  conference  elver) 

The  purpose  of  this  conference  is  to  bring  together  church  leaders,  prison  mini.stry 
volunlcers'organizulions.  ex-offenders,  correctional  professionals,  lawyers,  judges,  commu- 
nity organizations  and  all  interested  persons  to  be  educated,  equipped  and  inspired  to  work 
for  both  justice  and  mercy  in  responding  to  crime  and  incarceration.  This  can  be  accom- 
plished through  serious  strategic  dialogue  and  the  intentional  integration  of  creative  ideas 
and  etTective  sn^ategies  that  can  help  reach,  reconcile  and  restore  lives  that  are  impacted  by 
crime  and  incarceration.  .Ml  coiiference  attendees  will  be  challenged  and  inspired  as  we 
come  together  Our  ultimate  goal  is  to  glorify  God  our  Father  because  it  was  .lesus  Chri.sl 
who  reached,  reconciled  and  restored  us  at  the  cross  and  has  given  us  the  ministry  of 
reconciliation. 

The  prisons  represent  the  fastest  grow  ing  mission  field  in  our  country  and  the  great- 
est area  of  need  for  divine  reconciliation.  Lastly,  the  true  test  of  the  Church's  power  is  not 
how  bright  we  can  shine  in  our  nice  sanctuaries,  but  how  bright  does  our  light  shine  in  the 
darkness  where  it  is  needed  the  mo.st.  .loin  us  in  responding  to  the  crime  and  incarceration 
crisis. 
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


Ms.  Portia  Brandon 


Child  Abduction 

DEVE1.0IHN(;  SAFETY  AND 
SECUR  HY  (GUIDELINES  I  OR 
YOUTH 

Help  the  Youth  in  your  church 
develop  specific  guidelines  to 
insure  a  safe  and  secure  envi- 
ronment at  Church,  Home, 
and  Community 

The  FBI  makes  suggestions  to  pre- 
vent abduction  by  strangers.  They 
tell  parents: 

~  Do  not  advertise  the  family 
finances  or  usual  routines. 
Kidnappers  often  keep  a  house 
under  surveillance  before  striking. 
~  Know  what  your  children  are 
wearing.  Don't  buy  them  clothing 
that  advertises  their  names:  They 
are  attention-getters  for  predators. 
~  Make  certain  outside  doors, 
windows  and  screens  are  locked 
before  entering. 

~  Keep  the  door  to  the  children's 
room  open  so  unusual  noises  can  be 
heard.  Make  sure  the  child's  room 
is  not  easily  accessible  from  the 
outside. 

~  Never  leave  children  outside 
playing  for  a  long  time  without 
supervision. 

~  Teach  children  as  early  as  possi- 


ble to  call  the  police. 
~  Avoid  obvious  indications  that 
you  are  not  home,  and  keep  your 
residence  well  lighted. 

The  FBI  cautions  children: 
-  If  someone  attempts  to  take  you, 
kick,  scream  and  make  as  much 
noise  as  possible  to  draw  attention. 

~  Establish  a  code  word  with  your 
parents  to  be  used  by  people  who 
care  for  you  when  they  are  gone. 
Refuse  rides  from  anyone  not  using 
it. 

~  Travel  in  groups  or  pairs. 
~  Walk  heavily  traveled  streets. 
~  Use  supervised  play  areas. 
~  Immediately  report  anyone  who 
annoys  you. 

~  Never  leave  home  without 
informing  your  parents. 

FINAL 
STEWARDSHIP 
SPEECH 

Given  By 
DR.  JASPER  R  REED, 
PRESIDENT 
Congress  of  Christian  Education 
General  Baptist  State  Convention 
of  NC,  Inc. 

July  17,  2002 

Protocol: 

To  our  President,  My  Dynamic 
President  Dr.  Fuller,  the  Executive 
Secretary/Treasurer  Dr.  Logan, 
Congress  OtTicers  past  and  present. 
Convention  officers  past  and  pres- 
ent, our  Host  Pastor  Rev.  Dr. 
Charles  Bullock  and  this  great 
Church,  Auxiliary  Officers,  Pulpit 
guests,  and  my  Brothers  and  Sisters 
in  Christ.  It  is  my  joy  to  greet  you  in 
the  name  of  Our  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ  and  to  report  to  you  on  my 
stewardship  for  this  my  final  year  In 
Office. 

To  you  the  members  of  this 
Convention  I  want  to  say  thanks 


and  to  let  you  know  that  the 
Congress  will  always  be  my  burden. 
I  prayerfully  hope  that  we  have 
made  a  difference  in  your  life.  We 
have  used  every  available  means  to 
reach  you.  Under  the  guidance  of 
the  Spirit  we  even  went  Hi-tech  to 
maintain  contact  with  you. 

There  have  been  many  highlights 
during  our  tenure.  There  is  no  way 
we  can  chronicle  them  all,  They  are 
just  too  numerous  to  count.  We  were 
glad  to  be  the  Administration  of 
record  when  the  National  Congress 
met  in  Charlotte  in  2001.  We  thank 
God  for  leading  us  to  establishing  an 
Oratorical  Convention  for  our 
Youth,  for  allowing  us  to  have  our 
Senior  winner  to  present  at  the 
National  Congress  meeting,  for 
inspiring  us  to  expand  the  Vacation 
Bible  School  Clinic  series  and 
changing  the  format  of  the  annual 
session.  Thanks  for  allowing  us  the 
freedom  to  grow.  Unless  you  were 
with  us  you  will  never  know  the  joy 
of  going  to  Elizabeth  City  and  being 
hosted  by  the  St.  Stephens  Church. 
There  were  at  least  two  programs 
we  attempted  to  introduce  to  and 
for  the  future  security  of  the  GHSC. 
The  first  was  an  Educational 
Advocacy  Committee  to  keep  our 
members  abreast  of  the  ever-chang- 
ing climate  of  basic  education  in 
North  Carolina.  The  second  was  a 
Certificate  Training  Program 
designed  to  save  the  Pastorate  of  our 
member  Churches  by  preparing 
Christian  Educators  and  ministry 
teams  to  help  the  pastor  grow  the 
Church. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  hand  of  God 
our  Father  I  would  not  have  served 
as  President  of  the  Congress.  Note 
that  when  the  Lord  calls  us  to  do 
something  He  does  not  always 
explain  before  hand.  1  am  glad 
because  it  might  have  delayed  my 
acceptance.  If  you  will  bear  with  me 
I  will  chronicle  what  1  see  as  the 
three  part  call  God  made  to  me 
before  and  during  my  tenure.  Part 
one  was  the  call  to  Attention;  part 


Dr.  Jasper  Reed 


two  was  the  call  to  Action,  and  final- 
ly the  call  to  Assessment.  Each  part 
had  its  own  introduction. 

In  retrospect  this  was  my  season  to 
be  President  of  the  Congress.  For 
sometime  before  July  1998  the  Lord 
began  speaking  to  me  about  this 
burden  on  my  heart  and  I  was  act- 
ing like  Samuel.  There  was  one 
notable  exception  there  was  no  Eli 
for  me  to  nm  to.  I  had  to  trust  and 
answer  the  Lord.  This  went  on  until 
the  morning  I  was  scheduled  to  go  to 
the  annual  session  in  Fayetteville.  I 
was  awaken  by  the  Spirit  as  usual 
and  serenaded  with  a  very  consoling 
hymn  and  went  back  to  sleep  where 
I  politely  over  slept.  In  my  rushed  to 
get  to  the  session  on  time,  I  recog- 
nized the  movement  of  the  Hand  of 
God.  I  was  forced  to  follow  a  State 
Trooper  all  the  way  to  Fayetteville 
at  the  posted  speed  limit.  Yet  I  had 
time  to  register,  prepare  and  partic- 
ipate in  the  opening  session  of  the 
Congress.  It  seemed  as  if  God 
slowed  the  time  down  to  suit  His 
purpose. 

The  second  part  of  the  call  began 
later  that  day  when  1  tried  to  relax. 
The  following  morning  I  was  sched- 
uled to  preside  over  the  session  and 
the  Spirit  gave  me  a  scriptural  mes- 

/"/«<//  Stewardship  continues  on  page  12 
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FAITH  AND  FITNESS 


Dr.  Mary  D.  Jacobs,  Project 

Coordinator 
Faith  and  Health  Initiative 

GBSC  FAITH  AND 
HEALTH 
INITIATIVE 
UPDATE 


The  GBSC  Faith  and  Health  Initiative 
is  a  S.E.L.F.(Smoking,  Education, 
Lifestyle,  Fitness)  Project  funded  by 
the  Kate  B.  Reynolds  Charitable  Trust. 
The  goal  of  the  project  is  to  increase 
the  number  of  persons  practicing 
healthy  lifestyles  through  dietary  pat- 
terns, physical  activity,  and  faith  and 
health  support.  Lay  leaders!  natural 
helpers  referred  to,  as  Faith  and  Health 
Advocates  in  church  congregations 
will  vi'ork  with  their  churches  to  sig- 
nificantly change  risk  behaviors 
through  initiatives  to  reduce  salt, 
sugar,  and  saturated  fat;  and  increase 
physical  activity  and  exercise.  Since 
people  seek  help  and  advice  from 
them,  they  will  spread  the  word  and 
motivate  people  to  practice  good 
health  habits  and  share  with  others 
their  efforts  to  be  healthy. 

Faith  and  Health  Advocate  Training 

Thirty-three  Faith  and  Health 
Advocates  (FHA's)  and  four  Faith  and 
Health  Initiative  Facilitators  complet- 


NATIONAL 
KIDNEY 

FOUNDATION  KICKS  OFF  26th  YEAR 
OF  CAR  GIVE-AWAY 


The  NKF  announced  today  that  the 
26th  Annual  Car  Give-Away  cam- 
paign is  underway  and  in  full  swing 
Dialysis  Centers  from 
across  North  Carolina's  70  counties 
will  sell  raffle  tickets  for  a 
brand  new  Chrysler  PT  Cruiser. 
The  winner  is  drawn  at  random  on 
the  final  day  of  the  State  Fair  In 
October.  If  you  would  like  to  pur- 
chase tickets  you  may  stop  by  the 
Verizon  Wireless  store  in  Charlotte, 
at  4724  Sharon  Road,  or  you  may 
call  Jennifer  at  the  National  Kidney 
Foundation  at  800.356.5362. 

Ticket  prices  are  as  follows:  1  ticket 


for  $1,  6  tickets  for  $5,  and  13  tick- 
ets for  $10.  The  Car  Give-Away 
Campaign  is  one  of  the  many  ways 
that  the  National  Kidney 
Foundation  of  North  Carolina  raises 
funds  to  continue  our  various  pro- 
grams of  research  underwriting, 
organ  donation  education,  and 
patient  services.  If  you  have  any 
questions  please  feel  free  to  call 
Jennifer  Cronk  at  the  National 
Kidney  Foundation  at  800.356.5362. 


ed  30  hours  of  nutrition,  physical 
activity  and  faith  and  health  training  in 
July.  As  a  result,  they  earned  3  contin- 
uing education  units  from  Vance- 
Granville  Community  College. 

FHA's  were  recruited  from  12  church- 
es in  four  associations:  County  Line 
Association,  Franklin  County 
Missionary  Baptist  Association, 
Middle  Baptist  Association  and 
United  Shiloh  Association  located  in 
Granville,  Franklin,  Vance  and  Warren 
counties.  They  are  committed  to  ren- 
der 72  hours  of  service  per  year  for  a 
minimum  of  two  years.  Their  major 
responsibilities  will  be  to: 

+  Organize  a  Faith  and  Health 
Advisory  Committee  in  their  respec- 
tive churches  to  plan,  schedule,  organ- 
ize and  carry  out  faith  and  health  pro- 
motion activities. 

+  Provide  guidance  on  community 
resources  associated  with  health  and 
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well-being. 

+  Work  with  church  kitchen/food 
committees  and  other  organized 
groups  to  provide  low  fat,  sodium  and 
sugar  food  choices  which  include 
fruits,  vegetables  and  whole  grain 
products  at  church  food  events  along 
with  education  on  choices. 

+  Work  with  congregational  mem- 
bers and  groups  to  incorporate  physi- 
cal activity  and  exercise  in  planned 
events  and  activities. 


www.gbsc.org 
1-800-639- 
GBSC 


ATTENTION!  PASTORS  &  PREACHERS  STOP!  &  ANSWER 

*  Is  your  schedule  busy! 

*  Do  you  find  yourself  laboring  hard  and  long  preparing  sermons? 

*  Would  you  find  yourself  laboring  long  and  hard  preparing  sermons? 

*  Would  you  like  to  get  the  material  that's  ready  for  the  pulpit? 

*  Would  you  like  to  have  material  that's  easy  to  read,  where  all  the  research  is 
already  done  for  you? 

Then  "SERMCO  MINISTERS"  is  you  solution 

*  We  have  sermons  that  ADDRESS  ALL  OCCASIONS 

*  Each  sermon  is  easy  to  read 
(DOUBLE  SPACED  ON  SINGLE  SHEETS) 

*  Each  sermon  is  HOMILETICALLY  arranged 
(Introduction,  Exposition,  Come-Home,  and  Closing) 

*  Each  sermon  has  VERSES  OF  SONGS  ,  HYMNS  INSERTED 
(where  appropriate) 

*  Sermons  as  received  ar  RE.ADY  FOR  THE  PULPIT 
with  minimum  amount  of  study  and/adjustments. 

Single  copies  are  S6  each.  Anthology  (Book  of  26  Sermons)  Volume  I  through  VIII, 
$80  each.  Shipping  and  handling  charges  will  be  added  to  all  orders.  Catalogs 
with  listings  are  free  upon  request.  Direct  all  questions  and  answers  to: 
MT.  AR.4RAT  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  INC,  2503  N.  MYRTLE  AVE.,  JACK- 
SONVILLE, FLA.  32209 
ATTN:  SERMCO  MINISTRIES,  PASTOR  D..4.  L.\TTIMORE  JR. 
All  checks  or  money  orders  must  be  payable  to  Pastor  Dald  A.  Lattimore,  Jr. 
To  order  by  phone  call  :  1-904-354-7893  (CHURCH) 

(FAX  904-354-5883) 
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Final  Stewardship  Continued  from  page  10 

sage  to  be  used  for  the  devotional  I 
had  to  begin  my  Journey  in  the  word 
for  I  was  not  sure  where  in  the  word 
it  was.  God  had  a  ram  in  the  bush 
named  Diane  Newell.  After  reading 
it  !  was  left  with  the  question," 
What  mean  ye  by  these  stones?" 
The  answer  to  this  question  had  to 
wait  another  day.  O  how  Satan 
plays  with  your  mind.  I  had  to 
exhibit  the  kind  of  faith  that  Isaiah 
spoke  of  in  40:28-31. 
Please  be  mindful  that  1  came  to  the 
meeting  as  the  Third  Vice  President 
seeking,  without  zeal  the  Second 
Vice  President.  Thanks  are  to  God 
He  had  His  own  agenda.  I  came  ask- 
ing the  Lord  to  make  me  a  youth 
director,  which  is  the  duty  of  the 
Second  Vice.  The  Lord  had  a  differ- 
ent plan.  He  closed  doors  that  no 
man  could  open  and  opened  doors 
that  no  man  could  closed  and  with 
His  Hand  He  made  me  President 
with  a  challenge  to  work  for  the 
youth  of  GBSC.  In  my  joy  I  said  woe 
unto  him  who  ask  the  Lord  for 
directions  and  not  be  willing  to 
accept  and  follow  them  wherever 
and  however  they  come. 

Later  as  the  mantle  of  this  position 
began  to  settle  upon  me  I  found 
myself  contemplating  the  meaning 
of  the  word  stone  found  in  the  scrip- 
ture I  was  given.  I  was  consumed  by 
the  fact  that  the  word  stone  was  plu- 
ral meaning  that  this  call  was  exten- 
sive and  was  composed  of  many  seg- 
ments. One  of  the  first  stones 
revealed  that  my  Presidency  was  of 
God  and  not  of  mart.  Therefore  I 
should  always  maintain  a  right  rela- 
tionship with  God  and  not  just  man. 
Early  in  my  tenure  the  Spirit  spoke 
to  me  concerning  my  leadership 
style.  Lead  not  by  pride,  politics  or 
powers  but  rather  let  your  leader- 
ship be  of  Servant  hood.  The  charge 
to  go  forth  as  found  in  Acts  1:8  will 
help  you  to  understand  why  each  of 
us  was  ready  to  serve.  In  my  case 
you  will  understand  why  during  the 
first  three  years  I  traveled  across 
the  state  11000  plus,  17,000  plus  and 
13,000  plus  miles  to  carry  the  mes- 


sage that  Christian  Education 
was  alive  and  well  in  the  state. 
Thereafter    each  programmatic 
change  represented  one  of  the  stones 
found  in  Joshua  4:6 

Then  the  third  part  of  the  call  came. 
With  this  call  I  was  drawn  to  the 
years  when  I  was  a  young  high 
school  student.  There  I  was  forced 
to  interact  with  probably  one  of  the 
first  important  American  poem 
w  ritten  by  a  mere  lad  of  seventeen- 
named  William  CuUen  Bryant.  The 
poem  is  "Thanatopsis."  In  a  schol- 
arly review  of  the  poem  Thomas  IVl. 
Curley  describes  Thanatopsis  as  a 
meditative  poem  of  eighty-two  lines 
granting  consolation  for  human 
mortality  through  mankind's  unity 
and  nature. 

So  now  at  the  closure  of  our  tenure, 
in  this  quest  to  impact  the  GBSC 
with  our  concept  of  Christian 
Education,  we  the  current  adminis- 
tration find  ourselves  facing  a  sum- 
mons. A  summons  did  you  say? 
Summons,  a  wo«d  that  strikes  fear 
in  the  heart  of  most  men.  To  fully 
understand  what  this  means  we 
need  to  look  at  the  definition  of  this 
word,  it  means  an  official  order  to 
appear,  a  command,  message  or  sig- 
nal In  our  case  It  is  a  command  to 
cease  doing  what  we  are  currently 
involved  in  as  a  Congress 
Administration  and  to  await  further 
instructions. 

For  us  we  have  to  come  to  grips  with 
having  to  face  an  action  that  is  still 
in  the  preparatory  stages.  Most  of  us 
still  have  unfinished  business  to 
complete.  We  have  planted  seeds 
that  have  yet  to  germinate.  For  that 
reason  some  of  us  will  initially  feel 
empty  and  incomplete.  It  might  help 
us  to  adjust  quicker  if  we  knew  who 
issues  summons  and  why.  In  Psalm 
24  the  Psalmist  speaks  to  the  enor- 
mity and  the  authority  of  God.  Since 
we  belong  to  Him  and  the  environs 
we  live  in  belong  to  Him-  He  and  He 
alone  can  and  does  issue  summons 
to  His  children.  The  first  thing  a 
summon  does  is  cause  one  to  reflect 
on  their  life,  their  ministry  and  their 


mission.  In  II  Kings  20:1-5,  the  Lord 
through  Isaiah  issued  a  summons  to 
Ring  Hezekiah.  This  immediately 
got  his  full  attention.  As  with 
Hezekiah  we  are  on  a  journey,  one 
in  which  we  do  not  control  from 
beginning  to  end.  Bryant  further 
depicted  other  characteristics  of  a 
summons  clearly  in  this  poem  when 
he  said  concerning  our  exit  or 
departure  from  these  offices  we  hold 
that  'All  that  breathe  will  share 
your  destiny."  Meaning  that  every- 
one and  everything  will  face  these 
same  moments  at  some  point  in 
their  tenure  ship.  No  one  or  No 
thing  escapes  this  process. 

Finally  let  me  paraphrase,  and 
insert  clarifications  in  these  last 
nine  lines  of  the  poem.  "So  live  that 
when  thy  summons  comes  to  join 
the  innumerable  caravan  which 
moves  to  that  mysterious  realm. 
Innumerable?  Proof  that  life  is  a 
series  of  unending  cycles  all  facing 
the  same  results. 

Therefore,  I  can  with  joy  say  Middle 
District  I  am  on  my  way  home, 
Shiloh  you  can  reclaim  your  son 
who  is  soaring  in  the  Spirit  of  hav- 
ing served  as  President.  One  who  at 
times  felt  like  the  prodigal  son  in  a 
foreign  land.  Marian  1  am  coming 
home  to  work,  with  all  deliberate 
speed,  on  that  list  you  have  for  me 
even  though  it  may  include  two  days 
per  week  on  the  beach.  Thanks  to 
God  who  has  provided  me  with  a 


spiritual  and  earthly  family. 
May  God  bless  and  keep  you,  a  peo- 
ple that  I  love.  I  will  return  to  you  if 
you  need  me  and  especially  as  the 
Historian  of  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention  in  October  if  you 
vote  for  me.  Goodbye  and  good 
studying.  Ten-four. 

"Money"  continued  from  page  i 

house",  it  is  necessary  to  determine  exactly 
what  the  "storehouse"  is.  In  biblical  times  it 
was  a  physical  place  where  the  Hebrew  people 
would  deliver  their  offerings  of  grain  or  ani- 
mals. A  storehouse  had  specific  flmctions 
according  to  God's  Word.  They  are  as  follows: 

To  feed  the  tribe  of  Levi  (Numbers  18:24- 
29).  The  tribe  of  Levi  and  the  priest  would  be 
equivalent  today  to  pastors  and  other  church 
staff,  missionaries,  and  evangelist. 
To  feed  the  Hebrew  widows  and  orphans  liv- 
ing within  the  Hebrew  cities  (Deuteronomy 
14:28,29).  They  would  be  equivalent  to  the 
widows,  orphans,  the  poor  and  needy  served 
in  local  churches. 

To  feed  the  Gentile  poor  living  in  the 
Hebrew  cities  (Deuteronomy  14:28,29). 
Today's  equivalent  would  be  the  unsaved  peo- 
ple living  in  the  community  surrounding  the 
local  church.  Steward.ship  ministry  must  reach 
beyond  our  local  church  doors. 
Ideally,  the  local  church  could  serve  as  the 
storehouse  in  God's  economy  today.  Then 
people's  tithes  would  simply  be  given  to  the 
church.  .After  all,  God  has  designed  the  church 
to  carry  out  vital  social  functions  among 
Christians  and  non-Christians.  These  func- 
tions also  include  ministering  to  the  sick, 
teaching  families  to  care  for  themselves,  and 
taking  the  Gospel  to  the  lost  at  home  and 
abroad.  Economic  empowerment  is  new  to  the 
church,  but  Jesus'  ministry  reached  through 
the  religious  and  .secular  society. 
Would  you  call  a  pastor  who  did  not  teach,  or 
believe  in  tithing? 

"Money"  continues  on  page  14 


RookMe 


327  Haywood  Rd.  .Ashville.  NC  28806  .  704-0804 


An  African-American  Book  Store  

Every  Sunday  Bulletin  Service  (Warner  Press) 

You  only  have  to  order  to  receive  bulletins  regularly  at  low  cost  of  only  $4.20  per  100  bul- 
letins, postpaid.  You  save  $5.80  per  100  bulletins  based  on  counterpiece  of  10  cents  each. 
Let  us  send  information  on  how  you  can  start  saving  money  on  your  bulletins!  Cut  this  ad 
out  and  send  it  to:  BookMe,  3271  A  Haywood  Rd.,  .-Kshville,  NC  28806. 
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Eiecred  Oftlcers 
2002-2006 

President 

Forest  M.  Eaves,  Jr. 
Charlotte 

r'  Vice  President 
Helen  Thompson-Fayetteville 

2"*  V^ice  President 

Charles  Dunn-Raleigh 

3*^**  Vice  President 

Archie  Lofton-  Wilmington 


4  Vice  President 

Norman  Dorsey 
Elizabeth  City 

Recording  Secretary 

Mary  Bell  -  Four  Oaks 

Assist  Recording  Secretary 

Joanne  McNair  Laurinburg 

Dean 

M.T.  Clowney  Clinton 

Assist  Dean 

Roy  Harris  Asheville 

Parliamentarian 

Mary  Williams-  Henderson 

Nomination  Committee 

Chairperson 
Mrs,  Hazel  McLean 
Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Justice 
Mrs.  Clarcee  Holy 
Mrs.  Faye  Abner 
Mrs.  Margaret  Chambers 
Mrs.  Hazel  Kennedy 
Mr.  J.  T.  Watford 
Mrs.  Nancy  High 

Ex-Omcio 
Dr.  Archie  Logan 
Mrs.  Portia  Brandon 


The  General  Baptist  State  Convention 

of  North  Carolina,  Inc. 

2nd  Trinity  Annual  Sessions 
52nd  Annual  Laymen's  League 
129th  Annual  Congress  of  Christian  Education 
53rd  Annual  Usher's 

Host:  Martin  Street  Baptist  Church 

Raleigh,  North  Carolina 
Host  Pastor:  Dr.  Charles  Bullock 
July  15-20,  2002 
ELECTION  RESULTS 


Congress 

Elected  Oftlcers 

President 

Diane  Newel  1-Fayetteville 

r'  Vice-President 

Jamale  Johnson-  Fayetteville 

2"*  Vice  President 

Lula  Gainey-Stedman 

3'^  Vice  President 
Annanda  Henson-Asheville 

4"*  Vice  President 

Delores  Redmon-Fayctteville 

Recording  Secretary 

Trumilla  McDowell-Clarkton 

Assist  Recording  Secretary 

Carol >'n  Brown-Nashville 

Director  of  Music 

David  Eggleston  -  Raleigh 

Director  of  Oratorical 

Frances  Harley 

Assist  Director  of  Oratorical 

Constance  Finch-  Raleigh 

Nomination  Committee 
Chairman 
Dr.  David  Forbes 
Mrs.  Lula  Gainey 
Rev.  Charles  Walton 
Rev.  Reginald  Wells 

Ex-Officio 
Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan 
Mrs.  Portia  Brandon 


Laymen's  League 

Elected  Officers 

President 

John  Gladden 

1"  Vice  President 

Everette  Miles 
Raleigh 

2""  Vice  President 
Theodore  David 

J*^**  Vice  President 

Gregory  Gabriel 

4*^  Vice  President 

Richmond  Turner 

Secretary 

Samuael  Greene 

I  reasurcr 

Nathaniel  Daniel 


CHURCH  INSURANCE 

A  Guide  One  Insurance  Group 


CNBC 


THE  con<;rkss  of 

N.ATIONAl.  BLACK  CHURCHKS,  INC 


For  mnif  than  30  years,  we've  speacial- 
i/cd  in  C  hurch  Insurance.  We  offer  you 
comprehensh  e  coverage,  from  C'hurch 
Pi  operty,  lo  Day  Care  Liability. 

CHURCH  HO.\iE  LIFE  .AUTO 

For  more  information  on  hon  \our  church  can 
p;irtieip:iiu-  in  our  chjrch  group  program  con- 
tact: 

ROX.\NNE  TAY  LOR,  PRESIDENT 


CHURCH  INSURANCE  PARTNERSHIP  AGENCY,  INC 

1 -800-4 jl8-8010 
A  MEMBER  OF  THE  fnjIDE  ONE  INSLRANCE  CROUP 
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"Money"  conliiuii'd  from  page  12 

Would  you  join  a  church  that  did  not  tithe  or 

support  ministry? 

Why  not? 

What  do  you  do  when  the  cliurch  you 
attend  is  not  a  tithing  church  and  does  not  sup- 
port ministry?  Share  your  concerns  with  the 
cluirch's  leadership  in  an  open,  loving  manner, 
if  there  is  no  response,  prayerfully  consider 
whether  tltis  is  the  church  that  God  wants  you 
to  be  a  part  of  If  you  have  fundamental  dis- 
agreements and  concerns  about  God's  work  in 
your  church  do  tiot  fight  the  preacher:  shake 
the  dust  otTyour  shoes  and  move  on  to  a  more 
productive  congregation  and  ministry.  God 
has  a  place  for  each  person.  Do  not  play  with 
God,  the  pastor,  or  the  Church! 


Giving  with  the  Right  Attitude 

Like  every  other  facet  of  serving  God.  all 
steward.ship  giving  (including  tithe,  talent, 
temple,  and  time)  should  be  done  with  the 
right  attitude.  When  giving  is  viewed  as  a  rule 
and  done  out  of  a  sense  of  duty;  it  becomes 
legalism.  But  it  is  not  legalistic  to  give  if  we- 
do  so  in  thanksgiving  to  the  Lord.  We  have 
plenty  to  be  thankfid  for,  including  our  ability 
to  work.  Giving  in  the  hope  that  you  will 
receive  two  or  three  times  as  much  is  also  a 
wrong  attitude.  Romans  11:35  says:  "'Or  who 
has  first  given  to  Him  that  it  might  be  paid 
back  to  him  again?"  If  we  give  only  to  receive, 
then  we  are  no  better  than  Simon,  described  in 
.\cts  8,  who  offered  money  to  the  apostles  in 

"Money"  continues  on  page  15 


Turner  &  Company  Sales 

1801  Charles  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27610 
Phone  (919)  833-l871.Fax  919-834-6695 
e-mail:  turnerco.sales@triangle2.net 
A  J.  Turner,  Chairman  •  Edmond  M.  Pierce,  President 
Shirley  Turner  Smith,  Vice  President 


"Everything  a  church  needs  •  We  also  refmish pews!" 


Refmishings 
by  Kivetrs 
Fine  Church 
Furniture  & 
Steeples 


Call  Me  Before  You 
Purchase! 


FREE  ROBES 


(WITH  MINIMUM  ORDER) 


•ROBES'CHOIR'CLERGY-CASSOCKS'ACADEMIC'GRADUATION'CLERGY 
SHlRTS«lJNIFORMS«BADGES-GLOVES-EASTER  .STAR  WHITE  DRESSES 
•CHURCH  WARES' PEW  BIBLES- HYMNALS 'PARAMENTS 

FREE  MEASUREMENTS,  CATALOGS  &  DEMONSTRATIONS 

JAME  S  HOUSE  OE  ROBES  &  UNIFORMS 

(704)  543-6825  OR  1-800-535-6576  *  FAX  704  -  543  -  5575 
PO  BOX  47 1 423,  CH AREOTTE,  NC  28247 
SUPPORT  YOUR  OWN  -  PLEASE! 


And.  I'll  See  You 
In  The  Morning 


an  anthology  of 
funeral  messages,  helps  for 
sermon  development, 
famha  vlsit 
funeral  and 
{;rave  side 
services 

Dr.  Scivinis  1.  (  Iuhik  Sr. 
S10.00 


t 

Baptist  Born 
Baptist  Bred 

W  ho  arc  I  lic\  ? 
W  liai  do  i  licN  l)clic\4: 
and  \\h>? 

AMI  [A  i()K(  111  K<  u  .mi:.mhi;ks 

Dr.  Serenus  T.  Churn,  Sr. 
$15.00 


The  Wooten  School  of  Music 

Invites  You  to  ''Put  Music  in  Your  Life"  in  2002 

Learn  to  Play  Gospel  Music 

A  umqm  style  of playing  chords  to  accompany  your famrite  times. 
Even  at  tkmd  of  your  first  ksson.  We  guarantee! 


*  No  prior  experience  necessary 
'  We  guarantee  results  at  the  end  of  your  first  lesson  *  Morning,  noon  or  night  classes 
*  SPECIAL  COURSE  -"Improving  Your  Present  Style  of  Playing" 

classes  begin  soon!  Beginning  Advanced  Intermediate  Classes 


For  additional  information  write:  THE  WOOTEN  SCHOOL  OF  MUSIC 
1003  W.5tli.,Gfeenviile,NC  27834 
or  call  Studio.  919-757-1023  Home  919-757-1 135  -  Ya'll  Come! 
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PUBLISHER'S  NOTES 


Please  Subscribe  or 
Resubscribe  NOW. 

See  page  28  insert  for  more 
information 

Thank  You  For  Your 
Support. 


Phyllis  Coley 
Publisher 


GENER.4L  BAPTIST  STATE  CONVENTION 

2002 

CHURCH  VOTING  ELECTION  FEE 
I35th  ANNUAL  SESSION 

CHURCH  REPRESENTATION  FEE  OF  $300.00 

EACH  CHURCH  SHALL  PAY  REGISTRATION  FEE 
BASED  ON  POPULATION  OF  CHURCH  -  PLEASE  SEE  GBSC 
CONSTITUTION  -  ARTICLE  X. 

VOTING  MESSENGERS  ARE  DETERMINED  BY  GBSC  CONSTITU- 
TION ARTICLE  X. 


EXAMPLE: 

CHURCH  REPRESENTATION  FEE 
CHURCH  VOTING  REGISTRATION  FEE 
(BASED  ON  CHURCH  POPULATION  ARTICLE  X) 
church  fee  of  $35.00  entitles  church  to  3  voting  messengers 

TOTAL 


$300.00 
$35.00 


$335.00 


ALL  VOTING  MESSENGERS  WILL  RECEIVE  A  VOTING  BADGE 

AND  KIT 

DEADLINE  FOR  RECEIPT  OF  GBSC  ELECTION 
FORMS  TO  GBSC  HEADQUARTERS  OCTOBER  21,  2002 

*  All  non-voting  messengers  shall  pay  $10.00  registration  fee. 


"Money"  continued  from  pa^e  14 
hopes  of  receiving  spiritual  power.  His  offer 
brought  a  stera  rebuke  from  Peter,  who 
answered,  "May  }^ipt,silver  perish  with  you, 
because  you  thought  you  could  obtain  the  gift 
of  God  with  money?" 

.Vnother  wrong  attitude  is  giving  out  of 
fear.  Reverence  and  respect  towards  God, 
when  tempered  with  confidence  in  His  love, 
are  signs  of  spiritual  maturity.  This  is  not  the 
kind  of  tear  I  refer  to.  What  I  warn  against  is 
giving  because  someone  has  told  you  that  if 
you  do  not  give,  God  will  punish  you.  If  you 
give  because  yoa  feet  intitnidated,  then  you 
are  giving  under  compulsion,  which  is  con- 
trary to  what  is  taught  in  11  Corinthians  9:7. 

Never  support  a  ministry  that  uses  threats 
as  a  stewardship  gimmick.  Churches  can  be 
full  of  gimmicks  and  gadgets  as  a  way  of  get- 
ting people  to  give.  Finally,  we  should  never 
give  to  impress  others.  Matthew  6:2-4,  Jesus 
gave  us  the  following  warning:  "Wlien  there- 
fore you  give  your  alms,  do  not  sound  a  trum- 
pet before  you,  as  the  hypocrites  do  in  the  syn- 
agogues and  in  the  streets,  that  they  may  be 
honored  by  men.  Truly  1  say  to  you,  they  have 
their  reward  in  flill.  But  when  you  give  alms, 
do  not  let  your  left  hand  know  what  your  right 
hand  is  doing  that  your  alms  may  be  in  secret: 
and  your  Father  who  sees  in  secret  will  repay 
you."  People  who  have  a  problem  with  pride 
need  to  do  their  giving  in  a  modest  and  hum- 


ble way.  This  does  not  mean  that  ail  giving 
must  be  done  entirely  in  secret,  it  simply 
means  that  we  are  not  to  draw  attention  to  our- 
selves when  we  give. 

Finally,  find  a  church  that  is  actively 
engage  in  the  support  of  Christian  ministry, 
and  kingdom  building.  My  own  belief  runs 
contrary  to  what  1  once  heard  from  a  Christian 
sister  who  said:  "i  just  give  my  money  to  the 
church,  and  then  1  don't  care  what  they  do 
with  it."  I  believe  God  requires  us  to  be 
responsible  and  accountable  stewards  of  the 
resources  he  entnist  to  us.  This  is  what  Jesus 
conveyed  to  his  disciple  in  the  parable  of  the 
talents  given  to  the  three  servants  (Matt, 
25:14-28).  Money  sewn  in  a  fruitful  ministry 
field  will  always  render  a  return. 


^   The  General  Baptist  State  Convention  *i5g5" 

now 

accepts  MASTERCARD  or  VISA 

www.gbsc.org 
for  more  information:  800-639-GBSC 


Page  Sixteen 


Baptist  Informer 


September  2002 


itember  2002 


Baptist  Informer 


Page  Seventeen 


MORE  HIGHLIGHTS 
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Clergy!  Layman! 


Do  you  need  someone  to  conduct  a  Financial  Management  Workshop? 
Give  a  keynote  address  on  vital  economic  interest  in  the  African  American  Community?  Or  design  a 
special  workshop  tailor  made  to  your  needs?  Look  no  Further!  Contact: 

API  &  ASSOCIATES 

PO  Box  471423 
Charlotte,  NC  28247 
1-800-535-6576  local  704-543-6525  fax  704  5435575 

OTHER  SEMINAR  TOPICS: 
ANGER  MANAGEMENT-STRESS  MANAGEMENT  FOR  WOMEN-  AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
HISTORY  -  MANAGING  DIVERSITY  IN  THE  WORKPLACE 

President:  Dr.  James  P.  Wooten-  -  Professor,  Toastmaster,  Keynote  speaker 


MOUNT  PISGAH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 

CHURCH 
PASTOR'S  8TH  ANNIVERSARY 

HONORING  DR.  MATTHEW  ROUSE,  JR. 
FEATURING-LUTHER  BARNES  &  THE  SUNSET  JUBILAIRES 

SEPTEMBER  7,  2002@ 
6  PM 

HOLIDAY  INN  BORDEAUX 
1707  OWEN  DRIVE  FAYETTEVILLE  NC 
FORMAL  DINNER  SERVED 
DONATION:  $35.00 

CONTACT  PERSON 
SIS  MACHALLE  LOVE 
C\0  MT.  PISGAH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
414  PITTMAN  GROVE  CHURCH  RD 
RAEFORD,  NC  28376 
910-875-2669  -  (leave  a  message) 


J 


CHRISTOPHER  E.  JENKINS  CPA 

Jenkins  Management  Consulting,  P.C. 

Non-Profit  Accounting  &  Management 
Audits  •  Church  Aministration 
Clergy  Tax  &  Financial  Planning 
Tax/Information  Return  Preparation 
Voice  (252)  439-1185  .  FAX  (252)  439-1184 
2024  Mare's  Way,  Greenville,  NC  27858 
e-mail:  jmgmtc@greenville.com 


The  Bible  Study  Manual  is  a  first  in  a  series  developed  by 
Jimmie  and  Deloris  White^urst,  Creative  Christian  Educators. 

The  manijai  presents  a  clear  "Straight  Forward" 
approach  to  several  key  doctrines  and  current  issues  facing  the 
church  today. 

The  manual  presents  29  lessons  and  oudines  for 
Comprehensive  Bible  Studies,$  15.95  a  copy.  Send  check  or 
money  order  to:  Dr.  Jimmie  Whitehurst,  PO  Box  31093, 
Raleigh,  NC  27622. 


MAKE  TREMENDOUS  PROFITS  BY  SPONSORING  POSITIVE  BLACK  IMAGE 
FUNDRAISERS  OR  SELLING  BLACK  ART  RETAIL!! 


FBI  Arts  Prints  Are  Superb  For:  Churches  &  Religious  Organizations  .  Building  Funds  ■  Educational  Funds  ■  Church  BoardfUsher.  Deacon,  Choir,  elc.) 
Other  Special  Projects  or  Events  ■  Individuals  ■  Small  Business  Start-up  (Home-based,  Vendors,  etc.)  Part-time  Business  ■  Extra  Income 


'The  Old  Fashioned  Baptism' 
by  Arthello  Beck 


Order  Your  Sampler  Or  Starter 
Kit  Now  for  pnly  $20! 


Fund-raiser  Sampler  Kit  includes:  4  full  color 
Religious  Art  Prints  .  Instructions  for  Conducting 
an  Event .  Over  100  images  of  Black  Art  (Open  & 
Limited  Edition  Prints  focusing  on  Religious, 
Children's  &  Contemporary  Themes)  .  All  Occasion  & 
Christmas  Greeting  Cards  &  Artifacts 
&  Casual  Wear  .  Free  Mini-Prints .  A  Free  Subscription 
to  our  PBI  Newsletter .  Below  Wholesale  Prices! 


SEND  to:  POSIXrEVE  IMAGES,  PO  BOX  775,  DEPT.  CFR,  GAITHERSBURG,  MD  20884 


Please  Rush 


Fund-Raiser  Sample  Kit(s)  For  Only  $20  EA. 


Individual  StzT  Kit  ONLY 


Money  Order,  check  or  Cahier's  Check  payable  to:  Positive  Black  Images  enclosed. 
Change  to  my  Visa  Mastercard^  


Exp.  Dale 


Signature 


Ship  to:  Name 


Address 
Phone 


City 


Zip 


Evening  Number 
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Trust  For  Youth 

By  DELORES  GRIFFEY 
Young  People  will  be  the  adults  of  the 
future.  The  success  of  our  families, 
and  our  churches  will  rest  firmly  upon 
their  shoulders.  Unless  they  are 
trained  in  the  things  of  God,  the  future 
of  nation  will  indeed  be  in  jeopardy. 
Only  through  the  understanding  of  the 
Word  of  God,  wilt  they  be  equipped  to 
carry  in  the  future. 

1.  REJOICE  IN  THE  DAYS  OF  THY 
YOUTH. 

Eccl.  1  !:9-IO,  "9  Rejoice,  O  young 
man,  thy  youth:  and  let  thy  heart  cheer 
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YOUTH  CORNER 


thee  In  the  days  of  thy  youth,  and  walk 
in  the  ways  of  thine  heart,  end  in  the 
sight  of  thine  eyes;  hut  know  thou,  that 
for  all  these  things  God  will  bring  thee 
into  Judgment  10  Therefore  remove 
sorrow  from  thy  heart,  and  put  away 
evil  from  thy  flesh:  for  childhood  and 
youth  are  vanity.  "  It  is  right  and  prop- 
er for  Young  People  to  rejoice  arid 
enjoy  life,  as  long  as  they  do  this  with- 
out committing  evil.  Remember  that 
God  will  bring  sin  into  judgment 
Eccl.  12:14,  "For  God  shall  bring 
every  work  into  judgment,  with  every 
secret  thing,  whether  it  he  good,  or 
whether  it  he  evil.  " 


2.  REMEMBER  THY  CREATOR  IN 
THE  DAYS  OP  THY  YOUTH. 
Eccl.  12:1,  "Remember  now  thy 
Creator  in  the  days  o/'thy  youth,  while 
the  evil  days  come  not,  nor  the  years 
draw  nigh,  when  thou  shalt  say,  I  have 
no  pleasure  in  them: ' 

1  Sam.  2:26,  "And  the  child  Samuel 
grew  on,  and  was  in  favour  both  with 
the  LORD,  and  also  with  men.  " 
Lam.  3:27,  "It  Is  good  for  men  that  he 
bear  the  yoke  in  his  youth.  " 

3.  RESPECT  GOD'S  TRUTH  AND 
WALK  IN  IT. 

Prov.  3:1-4,  "1  My  .son,  forget  not  my 
law:  hut  let  thine  heart  keep  my  com- 
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mandments:  2  Far  length  of  days.  a\ 
long  life,  and  peace,  shall  they  add 
thee.  3  Let  not  mercy  and  truth  for sa 
thee:  bind  them  about  thy  neck;  a\ 
them  upon  the  table  of  thine  heart: 
So  shalt  thou  find  favour  and  got 
understanding  in  the  sight  of  God  ai 
man.  "Psa.  119:93,  "I  will  never  fc 
get  thy  precepts:  For  with  them  tin 
hast  cjuickened  me. " 
Psa.  119:11,  'Thy  word  have  I  hid 
mine  heart,  that  I  might  not  sin  again 
thee.  " 

4.  TRUST  IN  THE  LORD  AND  Hi 
Trust  Continues  on  Page  20 


THE  MINISTER'S  COUNCIL 


Dr.  Leonzo  D.  Lynch,  President 


Greetings  in  the  matchless  name  of 
our  risen  Christ.  God's  blessings  con- 
tinue to  unfold  within  our  midst.  The 
GBSC  Ministers'  Council  continues  in 
our  efforts  to  provide  strength,  sup- 
port, and  enrichment  to  the  clergy  of 
this  great  convention  and  region  of  our 
nation.  It  is  our  prayer  that  the  infor- 
mation that  has  been  provided  through 
these  articles  has  been  a  benefit  to 
your  ministries. 

This  month's  emphasis  will  continue 
to  focus  on  the  minister's  personal 
libraiy.  One  book  that  is  highly  recom- 
mended is: 

Make  Room  for  the  Boom...  or  l^ust:  6 


Church  Models  for  Reaching  Three 

Generations 

By  Gary  L.  Mcintosh 

{Baker  Book  liouse,  Grand  Rapk^ 

MI  1997}  ISBN  0-8007-5614-2 

Gary  Mcintosh  is  associate  professor 
of  practical  theology  arid  the  director 
of  the  Doctor  of  Ministry  program  at 
Talbot  School  of  Theology.  An  experi- 
enced church  consultant,  has  analyzed 
more  that  500  churches  in  53  denomi- 
nations and  has  conducted  more  that 
1 30  workshops  dealing  with  the  topic 
of  church  growth.  He  is  currently  the 
president  of  the  American  Society  for 
Church  Growth  and  the  editor  of  the 
Church  Growth  Network  newsletter 
and  The  Journal  of  American  Church 
Growth. 

hi  1989  Dr.  Mcintosh  founded  the 
Church  Growth  Network,  a  consulting 
finn  that  assists  churches  to  reach  their 
greatest  effectiveness  in  finding,  keep- 
ing, and  building  people.  The  Church 
Growth  Network  conducts  individual 
church  consultations  with  specializa- 
tion in  the  areas  of  generational 
change,  analysis  of  church  health,  and 
five  year  planning.  For  complete 
infonnation,  contact  Dr.  Mcintosh  at: 
The  Church  Growth  Network,  3630 
Camellia  Dr.,  San  Bernardino,  CA 
92404  {909}  882-5386.  ^  .  ^  , 


In  this  great  work  Dr.  Mcintosh  con- 
tinues to  show  that  he  is  on  the  cutting 
edge  of  %emr^Kmek  studies.  This 
book  is  now  only  descriptive,  but  it  is 
prescriptive  as  well.  It  is  refreshingly 
different.  More  than  analyzing  the 
bewildering  generational  changes  in 
our  society. 

This  book  actually  presents  modes  of 
how  churches  have  responded  to  the 
challenge.  Of  the  six  models  present- 
ed, one  will  fit  your  church. 
Implementing  the  implications  of  this 
book  will  accelerate  its  impact  and 
effectiveness.  Change  is  a  scary  term 
for  everyone,  yoit  this  book  will  help 
you  walk  through  the  process. 

The  chapters  are  as  follows: 

Over  the  Hill  to  Grandma's  House 

Take  my  BMW.  Please 

Generation  X  -  Cellent 

The  Choice  of  a  New  Generation 

The  Seeker  -  Centered  Model 

A  Look  as  a  Seeker  Centered  Church: 

Pastor  Tim  Celek 

The  Seeker  -  Sensitive  Mode! 

A  Look  at  a  Seeker —  Sensitive 

Church:  Pastor  David  Page 

The  Blended  Model 

A  Look  at  a  Blended  Church:  Tim 

Ellis,  Worship  Ares  Pastor 


The  Multiple  Track  Model 
A  Look  at  a  Multiple  —  Tra( 
Church:  Dr.  Glen  Martin  ^ 
The  Satellite  Model  t 
A  Look  at  a  Satellite  Church:  Past 
Sam  Williams 
The  Rebirth  Model 
A  Look  at  a  Rebirthed  Church  Past' 
Jim  Meyer 

Remodeling  Your  Church 


Ingenious  yet  basic,  this  book  is  full  < 
the  information  needed  to  give  ar 
minister  a  boost  in  his/her  own  deve 
opment.  Keep  this  valuable  resoun 
under  your  arm  as  you  get  ready  t 
grow. 


www.gbsc.org 

1-800-639- 
GBSC 
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Poteai  Scholars 


duating  on  May  20,  2002  was  the 
I  class  of  General  Baptist  William 
is  Poteat  Scholars:  Ms.  Ashley 
dy  who  graduated  with  honors, 
Ms.  Candice  Mathis. 

srs  who  have  graduated  with  the 
eral  Baptist  Poteat  Scholar  dis- 
tion  were  Mr.  Stacy  Small  wood 
Ms.  Shenika  Watlington  who 
luated  Cum  Laude,  and  Ms.  Kala 
:kwell  in  2001:  Ms.  Lebbonee 
e  who  graduated  with  honors  in 
D;  Ms.  Tenika  Rudisell  who  grad- 
d  Cum  Laude  in  1999;  and  Ms. 
tacia  Gibbs  who  graduated  Cum 
de,  and  Mr.  T.  C.  Chestnutt  in 
8. 

;  year  13  persons  applied  For  the 
era!  Baptist  Poteat  Scholarships 
ng  the  Poteat  Scholarship 
iipetition  this  year,  the  highest 


Ms.  Carol  Smith 
Associate  Editor 


number  of  applicants  we  have  had. 
This  year,  there  were  six  applicants, 
three  of  whom  were  interviewed. 


High  Point 
Educational  and 

Missionary 
Association,  Inc. 
Convenes 

eported  by  Mrs.  Mattie  Walker 


rhe  Eight  General  Session,  and 
1 1 3th  Session  of  the  High  Point 
ication  and  Missionary 
lociation  Inc.  convened  at  Mt. 
Ttiel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
0  Heitman  Dr  ,Winston-Salem, 
.,  July  2 1 -July  26,2002.  Host 
tor 

A.T.  Griffin,  III. 

VIoderator  Dr.  J.T.  Walker  opened 
convention  by  invoking  the  "Holy 
rit  "of  God  to  be  the  Head 
idership  of  the  convention,  and  it 
>  so.  From  the  beginning  to  the 
ing.  (six  days)  of  worship,  praise, 
aching,  teaching,  learning,  but  still 
e  for  enjoyment. 

Youth  and  Children's  Trac  2002 
istered  1347  young  people  from 
ir,,  Association'  chiv^l?^:^  ,^4  '•>72 


youths  gave  their  lives  to  Jesus  Chiist. 
The  participants  performed  dramatics. 
Journalism,  dance  and  music,  crafts, 
storytelling  and  a  choir  of  many  voic- 
es. 

The  adult  delegation  registration 
exceeded  600,  with  workshops 
according  to  needs  and  intellect.  Some 
of  the  instructors  and  personalities 
were:  Mr.  Mitchell  Alston,  Central 
Children  Home,  Rev.  Odell  Beasley, 
Funeral  Services,  Mrs. 

P  o  r  t  i  a  B  r  a  n  d  o  n  ,  C  h  r  i  s  t  i  a  n 
Education,(GBSC).  Mr.  Charles 
Fletcher,  President,  Usher's 
Convention(GBSC),  Minister  Pamela 
Holder,  Chairperson  Minister's  Wives 
and  Widows,  (WBHFMC),  Dr. 
Leonzo  Lynch,  Minister's  Council, 
(GBSC),  Mrs.  Carrie  Robinson  ,  Rn., 
Wake  Forest  University  Baptist 
Medical  Center,  Ms.  Debra  Shabazza, 
Director  of  Sales/Marketing,(SCB, 
Inc.).  Area  Lay -persons.  Pastors  and 
Ministers  Assisted  in  classes  also. 

The  Convention  carried  an  sir  of 
"Revival  and  Praise"  giving  God  the 
Glory,  For  all  things  done.  We  know 
What  The  Mind  Conceive,  It  Can  Be 
Achieved. 


POWERCHURCH 



Church  Administration  Software 
www.CapitalComputing.com 


Membership  Profiles 
Pictorial  Directories 
Activities  &  Skills 
Attendance 
Visitation 
Ministry  Services 
Church  Mailing  List 
Equipmt  Inventory 
Music  Library 

Tape,  Book,  and  Video  Library 


Sermon  Filer 
E-Mail  Directory 
Fund  Accounting 
Accounts  Payable 
Accounts  Receivable 
Contributions 
Payroll 

Built-in  Security 
Graphics 


Customer  Report  Writer 
Phone  Tree  Interface 
32-bit  Performance 
Vear2(K)  Ready 
Print  W/2W3  Tax  Froms 
Custom  Reports 
Pledges 

Netvvrok  Ready 

Customizable 

Training  Available  On-site 


Capital  Computing  Services 
19\\^HargettSt.,Suite200 
PO  Box  367 

Raleigh,  NC  27602-0367 
(919)  833-8975  fax 

Charles  Brown@Capital  Computing.com 


ONLY  $295 

(ta,K  &  shipping 
not  included) 


CONTACT  US  TODAY 


"2002"  J.  R  Wertz  Oratorical  Distinguished 

Finalist: 

Fayetteville  State  University 

Fayetteville,  North  Carolina 

June  26-29,  2002 

SENIOR  DIVISION 

1^*        ASHLEY  HOLLOWAY 

UNION  BAPTIST  ASSO. 

Lewis,  Chapel  Bapt.  Church 

Rev.  John  McKoy,  Moderator 

Dr.  John  D.  Fuller  Sr.,  Pastor 

5412  Raeford  Road 

Fayetteville,  NC  28304 

2"**       AMANDA  AKINS 

NEW  HOPE  ASSO. 

Peace  Baptist  Church 

Rev.  Bryan  Write,  Moderator 

Rev.  W.  E.  Daye,  Pastor 

2212  Parkside  Drive 

Durham,  NC  27707 

3^^       DOUGLAS  COX 

WESTERN  UNION  ASSO. 

First  Baptist  Church 

Rev.  Marvin  Clowney,  Moderator 

Rev.  Marvin  Clowney,  Pastor 

900  College  Street 

Clinton,  NC  28328 

2002  J.F.  Wertz.  OratorticaJ  Contest  Continues  on  page  20 
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"Trust''  Continues  from  page  IH 

WILL  DIRECT  THY  PATH 
Prov.  3:5-6,  "5  Trust  in  the  LORD  with 
all  thine  heart:  and  lean  not  unto  thine 
own  understanding.  6  In  all  thy  ways 
acknowledge  him,  and  he  shall  direct 
thy  paths.  "  Isa.  26:3,  'Thou  wilt  keep 
him  in  perfect  peace,  whose  mind  is 
stayed  on  thee:  because  he  trusteth  in 
thee.  " 

5.  THE  FEAR  OF  THE  LORD  IS 
THE  BEGINNING  OF  WISDOM. 
Prov.  9:10-11.  "10  Th.  fear  of  the 
LORD  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom: 
and  the  knowledge  of  the  holy  is 
understanding.  11  For  by  me  thy  days 
shall  be  multiplied,  end  the  years  of 
thy  life  shall  be  increased.  " 

Prov.  15:33,  "The  fear  of  the  LORD  is 
the  instruction  of  wisdom:  and  before 
honour  is  humilitv.  " 

6.  FOOLS  DESPISE  INSTRUCTION 
IN  KNOWLEDGE. 

Prov.  1:7,  22.  7  The  fear  of  the  LORD 
is  the  beginning  of  knowledge:  hut 
fools  despise  wisdom  and  instruction. 
22  How  long,  ye  simple  ones,  will  ye 
love  simplicity?  and  the  scorners 
delight  in  their  scorning,  and  fools 
hate  knowledge?  " 

Psa.  119:101,  "I  have  retrained  my 
feet  from  every  evil  way.  that  f  might 
keep  thy  word.  " 


7.  FOR  YOUR  OWN  BENEFIT,  LIS- 
TEN TO  PARENTAL  INSTRUC- 
TION. 

Prov.  1:8-9,  "8  My  .son,  hear  the 

instruction  of  thy  father,  and  forsake 
not  the  law  of  thy  mother:  For  they 
shall  be  an  ornament  of  grace  unto  thy 
head,  and  chains  about  thy  neck.  " 
Prov  4:1-4,  "1  Hear,  ye  children,  the 
instruction  of  a  father,  and  attend  to 
know  understanding.  2  For  I  give  you 
good  doctrine,  forsake  ye  not  my  la  w. 

3  For  I  was  my  fathers  son,  tender  and 
only  beloved  in  the  sight  of  my  mother 

4  He  taught  me  also,  and  said  unto  me. 
Let  thine  heart  retain  my  words:  keep 
my  commandments,  and  live.  "II  Tim. 
3:15,  "And  that  from  a  child  thou  hut 
known  the  holy  scriptures,  which  are 
able  to  make  thee  wise  unto  salvation 
through  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus. 

8.  DO  NOT  DESPISE  CHASTEN- 
ING OR  CORRECTION  FROM 
GOD  OR  FROM 

PARENTS. 

Heb.  12:5-11,  " 5  And  ye  have  forgot- 
ten the  exhortation  which  speakelh 
unto  you  as  unto  children,  My  son, 
despise  not  thou  the  chastening  of  the 
Lord,  nor  faint  when  thou  art  rebuked 
of  him;  6  For  whom  the  Lord  loveth  he 
chasteneth,  and  scourgeth  every  son 
whom  he  receivelh.  7  If  ye  endure 


chastening,  God  dealeth  with  you,  as 
with  sons;  for  what  son  is  he  whom  the 
father  chasteneth  not?  But  if  ye  be 
without  chastisement,  whereof  all  are 
partakers,  then  are  ye  bastards,  and 
not  sons  9  Furthermore  we  have  had 
fathers  of  our  flesh  which  corrected  us 
and  we  gave  them  reverence:  shall  we 
not  much  rather  be  in  subjection  unto 
the  Father  of  spirits,  and  live?  10  For 
they  verily  for  a  few  days  chastened  us 
after  their  own  pleasure:  but  he  for 
our  profit,  that  we  might  he  partakers 
of  his  holiness.  11  No  w  no  chastening 
for  the'  present  seemeth  to  be  joyous, 
but  grievous:  nevertheless  afterward  it 
yieldeth  the  peaceable  fruit  of  right- 
eousness unto  them  which  are  exer- 
cised thereby. " 

9.  THE  PERSON  WHO  HATES 
CORRECTION  IS  FOOLISH. 

Prov.  15:5,   "A  fool  despiseth  his 
father's   instruction:   but  he  that 
regardeth  reproof  is  prudent.  " 
Prov.    "Whoso    loveth  instruction 
loveth  knowledge:  but  he  that  hateth 
reproof  is  brutish. " 
Prov.  2:10-11,   "10  When  wisdom 
entereth  into  thine  heart,  and  knowl- 
edge is  pleasant  unto  thy  soul;  11 
Discretion  shall  preserve  thee,  under- 
standing shall  keep  thee: " 
Pray.  5:12-13,  '12  And  say.  How  have 


J  hated  instruction,  and  my  hi 
despised  reproof;  13  And  have 
obeyed  the  voice  of  my  teachers, 
inclined  mine  ear  to   them  , 
instructed  me! " 

10.  DO  NOT  IGNORE  REPRCl 
AND  CORRECTION. 

Prov.  15:31-33,   "31  The  ear 
heareth  the  reproof  of  life  abii 
among  the  wise.  32  He  that  refw 
instruction  despiseth  his  own  soul: 
he  that  heareth  reproof  getteth 
understanding.  33  The  fear  of 
LORD  is  the  instruction  of  wisd> 
and  before  honour  is  humility.' 
Prov.   19:20,    "Hear  counsel,  i, 
receive  in.struction,  that  thou  ma:i 
be  wi.se  in  thy  latter  end.  " 
Prov.  8:33.  "Hear  instruction,  anc. 
wise,  and  refuse  it  not.  " 

11.  TRUE  LOVE  REQUIRES  IW 
THERE  BE  DISCIPLINE  AND  C( 
RECTION. 
Heb.  12:6,  "For  whom  the  Lord  lax 
he  chasteneth,  and  scourgeth  ev 
son  whom  he  receiveth.  " 

Prov.  13:24,  "He  that  spareth  his 
hateth  his  son:  but  he  that  loveth  i 
chasteneth  hint  betimes. " 
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BRITTANY  S.MITH 
First  Baptist  Church 
Dr.  Dumas  Harshaw,  Pastor 
Raleigh,  NC  27610 

BYRON  COGDELL 
Falling  Run  Baptist  Church 
Dr.  Leonard  Faison,  Pastor 
734  Ashburton  Drive 
Fayettevillc,  NC  28301 

JASON  ELLIS 
First  Baptist  West 
Dr.  Ricky  Woods,  Pastor 
1529  Glenn  Valley  Drive 
■Matthews,  NC  28105 


WAKE  COUNTY  ASSO. 

Dr.  Paul  Anderson,  Moderator 


MIDDLE  DISTRICT  ASSO. 


MECKENBURG  GENERAL 
Dr.  Norman  Kerry,  Moderator 


PREPARATORY  DIVISION 


BRANDON  DUNHAM    oin  3  >  «A>  wvt>ii?»ION  BAPTIST 


>nd 


jrd 


Mt.  Sinai  Baptist  Church 
Dr.  Aaron  Johnson,  Pastor 
1215  Murchlson  Road 
Fayettevillc,  NC  28301 

BRIANA  MURRELL 
Falling  Run  Bapt.  Church 
Dr.  Leonard  Faison,  Pastor 
2852  Cedar  Creek  Road 
Fayetteville,  NC  28301 

.lASMINE  INGRAM 
First  St.  Paul 
Dr.  S.E.  Bryant,  Pastor 
332  W.  Hay  St.  Apt.  #35 
Whiteville,  NC  28472 


NATIONAL  BAPTIST  CONGRESS  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
Rules  for  the  Undergraduate  Scholarship 
Oratorical  Contest 

2003  ORAIORICAL  CON  I  ES I  THEME: 
"Stir  Up  the  Gift  of  God  in  Me" 
II  Timothy  1:5,  6,7. 


Rev.  John  McKoy,  .Moderator 


MIDDLE  DISTRICT  ASSO. 
Rev.  Andre'  CarrSr.  Moderator 


BRUNSWICK  W'\CCAMAW 
Dr.  Henrv  Jones,  Moderator 
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ADOPTION  AND  FOSTER  CARE  NEWS 


The  Role  of 
Grandma  Bethel 

By  Earl  Horton, 

IBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 

Ministry 
Director  of  Public  Relations 

'here  was  a  great  woman  in  my  life 
she  practically  raised  everyone  in 
family  that  would  include  her  chil- 
i,  grandchildren,  great  grandchil- 
i,  cousins,  nephews  and  nieces. 

took  in  children  that  were  not 
1  in  the  family  when  their  parents 
not  want  anything  to  do  with  them, 
y  became  our  new  family.  This 
it  woman  raised  us  like  we  were 
own  children.  She  instilled  in  us 
als,  family  and  Christian  values. 
>  lady  who  I  called  my  great - 
idmother  really  made  me  feel  spe- 
because  I  was  like  her  special  lit- 
baby.  "She  is  the  reason  of  me 
ig  called  "Baby  Earl".  My  great- 
idmother  loved  all  of  us  but  at 
etimes  she  gave  us  that  so-called 
jh  love  that  we  needed  with  bring- 
out  that  ever  so  popular  "switch". 
ig  the  favorite  great  grandchild  I 
^r  received  the  switch  and  1  am 
I  that  she  did  not  get  me.  That 
ight  back  so  many  memories.  1 
Id  go  on  forever  about  my  Great- 
ndmother  Bethel.  Unfortunately, 
creator  called  her  home  two  years 

at  the  age  of  100  years  of  age. 
at  she  did  with  my  family  and 
!r  people  in  the  African  American 
imunity  was  the  concept  of 
ship  Care. 

foday  kinship  care  is  increasing 
among  people  who  are  caring  for 
lative's  children  in  their  own  fam- 
Commonly,  it  is  grandparents  who 
t  in  to  fill  the  shoes  of  a  son,  daugh- 
or  other  family  members  too  over- 
slmed  with  problems  whether  it  is 
ional  or  financial  to  being  a  nurtur- 
parent. 

According  to  the  National 
)ption  Information  Clearinghouse 
lives  other  than  their  parents  are 


raising  more  than  1.3  million 
American  children.  The  number  of 
grandparents  raising  their  grandchil- 
dren has  increased  by  40  percent  in  the 
last  decade. 

You  might  ask  the  question  "  does 
the  Department  of  Social  Services 
play  a  role  in  kinship  care"?  It  all 
depends.  Informally,  family  members 
decide  that  a  child  will  live  with  a 
selected  relative  and  no  child  agency 
is  involved.  Formally,  a  child  agency 
retains  legal  custody  of  a  child  while  a 
relative  raises  him  or  her.  The  agency 
is  involved  initially  for  the  child's  care 
but  does  not  assume  legal  responsibil- 
ity 

The  Child  Welfare  League  of 
America  in  Washington,  D.C.,  defines 
kinship  parents  of  having  the  responsi- 
bilities of:  1)  Protect,  nurture,  and  care 
of  their  kin  children  for  a  temporary  or 
extended  period  of  time.  2)  Make  sure 
that  the  children's  needs  are  met.  3) 
Return  the  children  to  their  birthpar- 
ents  when  the  time  is  right.  4) 
Establish  a  plan  to  connect  the  chil- 
dren to  a  safe,  stable,  nurturing  rela- 
tionships intended  to  last  a  lifetime, 
when  they  are  not  unified  with  their 
birthparents.  Child  protection  agencies 
are  turning  to  relatives  to  care  for  the 
children  in  their  custody.  These  days' 
agencies  are  considering  family  first 
when  placing  a  child  in  a  foster  home 
or  adoptive  home. 

For  African  Americans,  traditional- 
ly the  community  would  respond 
when  parents  could  not  take  care  of 
their  child.  It  is  common  for  to  see  a 
grandmother  caring  for  her  grandson, 
an  aunt  caring  for  her  niece,  or  a 
neighbor  taking  in  a  child  from  the 
community.  From  this  concept  It  takes 
a  Village  to  Raise  a  Child"  comes 
from. 

When  children  are  removed  from 
their  parents'  home,  they  suffer  physi- 
ologically and  emotionally.  When  rel- 
atives are  able  to  fill  the  gap,  the  effect 
is  not  that  severe  than  if  would  be  if 
they  were  in  a  traditional  foster  home. 
Children  would  feel  comfortable  with 
their  surroundings  and  people  they 
know  and  trust  will  comfort  them.  By 


children  staying  with  their  family  they 
are  less  likely  to  experience  the 
numerous  moves  that  children  in  fos- 
ter care  with  non-  relatives  frequently 
experience. 

Children  who  stay  with  their  fami- 
ly may  have  a  better  chance  of  having 
contact  with  the  birthparents.  Parents 
still  could  to  some  extent  rai.se  their 
children  by  calling,  visiting,  or  partic- 
ipating in  family  events.  Ultimately,  it 
is  up  to  the  relatives  who  would  spread 
the  love  and  responsibility  of  raising 
these  children. 

The  popular  saying  "Blood  runs 
thicker  than  water"  is  certainly  the 
case  with  kinship  care.  These  families 
have  taken  the  responsibility  to  raise 
their  next  generation.  These  families 
want  to  make  certain  that  their  family 
continues  from  generations  to  come. 

If  interested  in  adoption  and  foster 
care  or  would  like  to  know  more  infor- 
mation about  the  GBSC  Adoption  and 
Foster  Care  Ministry  please  call  (919) 
821-7066  or  write  to  GBSC 
Headquarters  attn:  Eari  Horton  603 
South  Wilmington  St.  Raleigh,  NC 
27601. 


SEE  PAGE  25  FOR 
ADOPTION  KIDS 


By  Earl  Horton 
(pictiiivd  above) 


(ilSSC  Adoption  &  Foster  Care  Ministry  -  Director  of 
Public  Relations 

GBSC  Adoption  and 
Foster  Care  Ministry 

Attends  National  Adoption  & 
Foster  Care  Conference 
By  Earl  Horton, 

The  Reverend  Anthonette  Wright, 
Director  of  Church  Relations,  Jo-Ellen 
Paige,  Field  Coordinator  and  Earl 
Horton,  Director  of  Public  Relations 
of  the  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster 
Care  Ministry  attended  the  North 
American  Council  of  Adoptable 
Children  Conference  (NACAC)  that 
was  held  in  Chicago,  Illinois  on 
,\'at.  Adoption  &  Foster  Care  coitt.  on  pg  25 


NACAC  Conference:  Left  to  right:  Reverend  Hllhert  Tulley  (f^irginia  One  Church,  One 
Child),  Lo-Ellen  Paige  (GBSC),  Joe  Kroll  (NACAC),  Reverend  Antoinette  Wright  (GBSC), 
Pierre  Cooper  (One  Church,  One  Child-Pennsylvania)  andAddie  Hudson  (Illinois  One 


-  - . ! '. .  V  (  ^  *  >f  Church,  One  Child) 
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The  Annointing  continued  jroiu  page  H 

anointing  and  remain  obedient  King 
Saul  was  given  a  special  anointing.  He 
had  a  lively  anointing  that  indicated 
God's  approval,  but  abused  it  and 
became  yesterday's  man  overnight. 
(R.T.  Kendall)  In  other  words,  Saul 
became  irrelevant.  A  has-been.  Until 
that  happened  he  was  today's  man  the 
man  of  the  hour  King  Saul  moved 
outside  his  anointing  and  assumed  the 
prerogatives  of  a  priest.  (1  Samuel 
13:9-14)  Saul  promoted  himself  to  an 
anointing  that  was  not  his  anointing. 

By  taking  himself  too  seriously  and 
Letting  his  success  and  stature  go  to 
his  head,  Saul  moved  outside  the  limit 
of  his  anointing  and  God  did  not  con- 
done it. 

Wliat  happened  to  Saul  could  hap- 
pen to  you  or  L  Many  have  abused  it 
indeed,  brought  disgrace  and  left 
many  sincere  Christians  bewildered. 
We  should  never  abuse  this  precious 
gift. 

Some  of  Jesus'  followers  need  a 
new  anointing.  People  who  have  been 
in  church  for  a  while  will  grow  stiff 
and  starchy.  Many  of  us  have  a  need  of 
an  oil  change,  a  fresh  filling  of  the 


Holy  Spirit  Just  as  oil  dries  up  and 
evaporates,  we  need  a  fresh,  fellow- 
ship with  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  will 
produce  fresh  oil  and  a  fresh  anoint- 
ing. 

A  fresh  anointing  will  mend  what 
has  bean  torn,  heal  what  has  been 
wounded,  fix  what  has  been  broken,  it 
wilt  resurrect  your  spirit,  restore  your 
joy,  renew  your  mind,  revitalize  your 
body  and  redeem  your  soul. 

Slow  down!!!  Most  of  us  are  too 
busy  doing  busy  work.  Take  the  time 
to  smell  the  sweet  aroma  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Take  the  time  to  listen  to  that  small 
stilt  voice. 

The  voice  that  called  yea  out  of  the 
darkness  into  the  marvelous  light. 
The  voice  of  the  spoken  word  that 
will  be  a  tight  unto  your  path  and  a 
lamp  unto  your  feet. 
The  voice  that  spoke  the  words,  I 
will  never  leave  you  nor  forsake 
you. 

The  voice  that  says  I  am  your  God 
and  you  are  my  people! 

Get  ready  for  your  fresh  anointing! 


Resist  the  attraction 
to  "free  trial  offer" 

By  Attorney  General  Roy  Cooper 

"Your  money  back  if  you  aren't  com- 
pletely satisfied." 

We've  all  heard  that  phrase  includ- 
ed in  a  sales  pitch  at  one  time  or  anoth- 
er Money-back  guarantees  sound  very 
attractive  to  consumers.  But  don't  part 
with  your  hard-earned  money  just 
because  you  think  you  can  easily  get  a 
refund.  To  learn  why  you  should  be 
cautious,  consider  the  case  of  magnet- 
ic mattress  pad  and  .seat  cushion  deal- 
ers. 

These  products  first  came  to  our 
attention  a  couple  of  years  ago  via 
consumer  complaints.  Most  of  the 
complaints  came  from  senior  citizens 
who  tried  a  mattress  pad  in  the  hopes 
that  it  would  help  with  back  pain  or 
other  ailments.  "It  sounded  like  it 


might  work,"  one  reported,  "and  they 
told  me  I  could  get  my  money  back  if 
it  didn't." 

Many  of  these  consumers'  got  a 
postcard  in  the  mail  inviting  them  to  a 
free  meal  at  a  local  restaurant  if  they 
were  willing  to  listen  to  a  sales  presen- 
tation. During  the  sales  pitch,  the  deal- 
ers praised  the  magic  powers  of  mag- 
netic mattress  pads  and  seat  cushions, 
which  they  claimed  could  cure  a  host 
of  ills  from  arthritis  to  diabetes. 

These  elderly  consumers,  who  were 
more  likely  to  be  under  treatment  for 
health  problems  and  looking  for  relief 
than  other  consumers,  were  pressured 
to  buy  on  the  spot.  They  were  told  that 
if  they  didn't  purchase  immediately 
they  would  lose  out  on  special  dis- 
counts. The  dealers  said  that  the  mag- 
netic mattress  pad  came  with  a  fiill 
money-back,  guarantee  after  a  90-to- 
110  day  trial. 

For  many  consumers  who  might 

^"Resist"  Continues  on  jpage  24 


PREACHER'S  HOOPER  SER.MON  REPORF  2002 
BLACK  PREACHING  SERMONS 
Dr.  Ricky  R.  Eason  Sr.-  94  Different  Sermons  (20  hrs.  of  research  per  sermon) 


SERMON 

01.  Your  Anchor  Mollis  And  Grips  The  Solid 

Rock 

02.  You  Got  I  hc  Right  One  Baby/Doinj;  The 

Thing  Right 

03.  God  Said  It,  I  Believe  &  That  Settles  It  / 

It  All  Adds  Up 

04.  Burn  Lp  Or  Burn  Out  For  God 

05.  Busted  Britches  From  Straddling  The 

Fence 

06.  Dangerous  .Minds 

07.  Don't  Even  Think  About  It 

08.  Fired  Up  By  The  Holy  Ghost 

09.  Arc  You  Full  Of  The  Stuff 

10.  Let's  Get  On  Board 

11.  God  Picked  Me  To  Be  On  His  Side 

12.  Grace  On  The  liacc 

13.  Grow  Up  Or  Blow  Up 

14.  Hang  In  There 

15.  He  1  ifted  Me  Up  Out  Of  The  Miry  Clay 

16.  Look  Where  The  Lord  Has  Brought  Me 

From 

17.  If  My  People 

18.  We  Can  Do  It  For  A  New  Day  Has  Come 
19. 1  Know  W  hat  Prayer  Can  Do 

20.  Put  Some  Clothes  On  Child 

2 1.  A  Right  Thing  In  A  Wrong  Time 

22.  The  Man  Who  Had  Everything  But  The 

Right  Thing 

23.  Soap  For  The  Soul 

24.  Stay  On  The  Lord's  Side 

25.  If  You  Take  One  Step  He'll  Take  Two 

26.  Stepping  In  Your  Own  Mess 

27. 1  Can't  Lose  With  The  Stuff  I  Use 

28.  You  Can't  Touch  This 

29.  Warm  In  A  Cold  Situation 

30.  That's  The  Way  He  Died  But  1  hat's  Not 

The  End  Of  The  Story 

31.  W  hat  You  See  Is  What  You  Get 

32.  W  hat's  Faith  Got  To  Do  With  It 

33.  You  Can't  Make  It  Without  God 

34. 1  Just  Want  To  Say...  "Thank  You  Lord" 

35.  A  Heart  Like  Thine 

36.  .lust  A  Closer  Walk  With  Thee 

37.  Give  Me  A  Clean  Heart  So  I  Can  Serve 

You 

38.  What  Ever  The  Problem  God  Has  The 

.\nswcr 

39.  Peace  -  In  The  Midst  Of  My  Storm 
40. 1  Am  On  The  Right  Road,  Now! 

41.  A  Good  Man  In  A  Bad  Situation 

42.  Good  Medicine  For  A  Bad  Ailment 

43.  Stand  Up  And  Testify 

44.  Bad  Boys!  What  You'll  Going  To  Do 

When  He  Comes  For  You 

45.  .Angels  .lust  Keep  Watching  Over  Me 

46.  Go  Ahead!  Make  My  Day 

47.  A  Trip  To  The  Cross 

48.  .lesus!  Jesus!  Jesus!  He  Is  Somebody's 

Preacher 

49.  On  The  Day  Of  Pentecost 

50.  Jesus  Is  All  That!  And  A  Whole  Lot 

.More 

51.  Muddy  Putty  in  The  Potters  Hands 

52.  When  Stress  Controls  You  Jesus  Consoles 
You 

53.  Black  Men  ,<\nd  Women,  Changing  A 

Generation 
54.1  .Am  Black  But  I  Am  Somebody 
55. Staying  .-\float  In  A  Sinking  Boat 
56.  lie  That  Has  A  Friend  Must  Show 


i 


1 


TITLES: 
Himself  Friendly 

57.  Victory  Is  Mine 

58.  Occupy  Till  I  Come 

59.  A  Man  On  A  Missionri  he  Borrowed  A 

60.  Busy  In  God's  Business 

61.  That's  Just  Like  Mama 

62.  He's  Alive  And  I  Am  Glad  About  It 

63.  What  The  World  Needs  Now  Is  Love 

Sweet  Love 
64. 1  Moved  From  My  Old  House  And  My 

Old  Friends 
65. 1  Just  Want  lo  Know  Why 

66.  What  Do  You  Do  W  hen  IJfe  Is  Not  Fai 

67.  Why  Do  Bad  Things  Happen  To  Good 

People 

68.  What  Do  You  Do  When  Your  Brook  Ri 
Dry 

69.  Diagnosis  From  Dr.  Jesus,  Go  And  See 

The  Dr. 

70.  Who  Is  This  Man 

71.  What  Would  Jesus  Do 

72.  If  I  Could  But  Touch  The  Hem  Of  His 

Garment 

73.  Come  See  A  Man  I  wenty-Onc  (21) 

Sermons 

74.  Wounded  By  The  Ones  You  Love 

75.  How  To  Stand  In  The  Storms  Of  Lift 

76.  Don't  Quit 

77.  Speak  To  .Me  Lord  Jesus 

78.  Get  Behind  Me  Satan 

79.  Good  I'hings  Happen  When  Jesus  Shoi 

Up 

80.  Where  Are  You?  Adam 

81.  Committed  Because  I  Am  Submitted 

82.  Are  You  A  Disciplined  Di.sciple 

83.  Answering  God's  Call 

84.  Too  Blessed  To  Be  Stressed 

85.  Thrilled  By  His  Will 

86.  These  Things  Only  Come  By  Prayer  an 

Fasting  - 

87.  Just  Like  Daddy 
88. 1  Got  Two  Wing  And  The  World  Can' 

Do  Me  No  Harm 

89.  The  Prayer  Of  Jabez 

90.  I  Will  Meet  You  On  The  Other  Side 

91.  Can't  Come  Right  Now,  I  .\m  On  Duty 

92.  What  A  Mighty  God  We  Serve 

93.  When  Life  Makes  You  Wonder 

94.  Fighting  Mad 


Vou  may  order  sermons: 
Make  check  payable  to:  Ricky  Eason 
Prices: 

1.  Individual  sermons  arc  2.99  each  -  CCD's  Al 
Available 

2.  1  Sermon  Notebook  With  10  Sermons  -  28.95 
Each  Notebook 

3.  10  Sermons  in  each  notebook  -  Mix  or  makes 
your  own  notebook  -  By  Vlail!  Add  $3.50  Posta 
And  Handling.  Money  Order  or  Cash  -  Two-thn 
day  deliverj'  "Design  your  own  notebook  of  ser- 
mons at  the  same  great  price.  *Have  it  your  wa; 
Checks  Accepted! 

4.  For  Revival  Preaching  Appointments  or 
Sermon  order  call: 

Call  First  -  Home  (864)  576-4961 

'     2nd  Business  (864)  S76-.^747 
E-mail  address:  rickyI39(<^bellsoutfa.net 
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FOLiR  MAJOR  ARKAS  OF  CONCERN 

*AT-RISK  YOUTH* 
*VICTIMS  OF  CRIME* 
*PERSONS  IN  PRISON* 
*PERSONS  TRANSITIONING  BACK  TO  THE  COMMUNITY* 

LOCATION  OF  THE  FEDERAL  CORRECTIONAL  COMPLEX 

rhe  Federal  Correctional  Complex  is  easily  located  just  ( 1 5  minutes)  outside  of  Durham. 
N.  C.  on  Old  N.C.  Highway  75.  The  .small  towns  of  Butner  and  Crcedmoor  are  within 
minutes  of  the  complex.  Detailed  directions  are  available  by  contacting  Michael  R. 
Smith,  Sr.,  OISM  Chairman  at  919  575-4541  ext.430()  or  nirsmithttf  bop.gov. 
Phis  complex  is  made  up  of  four  all  male  federal  correctional  facilities  that  house  a  com- 
)ined  population  of  approximately  3500  men  of  all  castody  levels.  The  Federal  Complex 
!"raining  Center  at  the  entrance  of  the  complex  will  be  where  registration  and  most  of  the 
training  sessions  will  be  held. 


IMPORTANT  notices;'.!!! 

*ALL  conference  ATTENDEES  TH  AT  WANT  TO  ATTEND  ANY  OF  THE 

EVENTS  WITHIN  THE  INSTITUTIONS  MUST  BE  CLEARED  THROUGH 
THE  NCIC  SECURITY  CHECK  PROCESS  PRIOR  TO  START  OF  THE  CON- 
FERENCE. YOU  CAN  REQUEST  A  NCIC  FORM  FROM  GBSC  HEADQt  AR- 

TERS  OR  MICHAEL  R.  SMITH,  SR,  AND  FAX  OR  MAIL  IT  BACK.  THE 
DEADLINE  FOR  ALL  NCIC  FORMS  WILL  BE  SEPTEMBER  20.  2002.  (SEE 
FLYER  FOR  CONTACT  INFORMATION) 

*  ALL  CONFERENCE  ATTENDEES  THAT  WANT  TO  ATTEND  ANY  EVENTS 
WTTHIN  THE  INSTITUTIONS  WILL  BE  REQUIRED  TO  PASS  THROUGH  A 

METAL  DETECTOR. 

*ALL  CONFERENCE  ATTENDEES  THAT  WANT  TO  ATTEND  ANY  EVENTS 
WTTHIN  THE  INSTITUTIONS  MUST  BE  18  YEARS  OF  AGE  AND  MUST 
BRING  A  VALID  ID,  NORMALLY  YOUR  DRIVER'S  LICENSE. 

*NO  PERSONAL  ITEMS  WILL  BE  ALLOWS  INSIDE  THE  INSTITUTIONS 
EXCEPT  YOUR  BIBLE. 

DRESS  CODE 

*THE  DRESS  CODE  FOR  THE  ENTIRE  CONFERENCE  IS  CASUAL. 
ALL  CONFERENCE  ATTENDEES  SHOULD  WEAR  CASUAL  CLOTHING  AND 
COMFORTABLE  SHOES  DUE  TO  WALKING  AROUND  COMPLEX. 

*WOMEN  SHOULD  NOT  WE.\R  HALTER  TOPS.  TIGHT  OR  REVEALING 
CLOTHING,  MINI  SKIRTS.  SEE  THROUGH  CLOTHING  OR  ANYTHING  THAT 
CAN  BE  CONSIDERED  REVE.XLING  OR  OUT  OF  PLACE  IN  .\  PRISON  CON- 
TEXT STRONGLY  DISCOUR-VGE  WEARING  OF  HIGH  HEEL  SHOES. 
NO  L.\RGE  POCKET  BOOKS  OR  H.XTS  WILL  BE  ALLOWED. 
NO  EXCESSIVE  OR  EXPENSIVE  JEWELRY  OR  COSMETICS. 
NO  BRIEF  CASES  OR  LARGE  B.\GS  OF  ANY  KIND. 

►EVERYONE  PLAN  TO  TRAVEL  AS  LIGHT  AND  COMFORTABLE  AS  POSSI- 
BLE AROUND  THE  COMPLEX.  REMEMBER  THIS  IS  A  FEDERAL  CORREC 
TIONAL  AND  PRISON  ENVIRONMENT,  NOT  THE  CIVIC  CENTER! 

IF  YOU  HAVE  QUESTIONS  OR  SPECIAL  CONCERNS  CALL 
MICHAEL  R.  SMITH,  SR.,  OISM  CHAIRMAN  AT  919  575-4541  EXT.  4300. 

***************************************************  A**  A  A  ******** 


GBSC  2^0  ANNUAL 

CRIME 
&  INCARCERATION 


CONFERENCE 

"THE  CHURCH'S  MISSION  IN  TWE  MIDST  OF  CRIME  &  INCARCERATION- 
SEPTEMBER  27  -  28,  2002 

FEDERAL  CORRECTIONAL  COMPLEX 
BUTNER,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT 

Michael  R.  Smith,  Sr.,  Senior  Chaplain/Pastor 
Office  -  9 1 9  575-454 1  ext.4300 
Email  m r s m i t h (g -:bop .gov  /  Fax#  919  575-2011 
GBSC  Headquarters  -  Attn:  Carol  Smith 
Office  -  800  639-G BSC    Email  cjsmith((^gbsc.org 

^REGISTRATION  INFORMATION* 

Registration  Begins  at  7:30  a.m.  at  FCC  Training  Center 
Individual  -  $20.00  /  Church  Representation  -  S  100.00 

Make  checks  or  money  orders  payable  to  the  Genera!  Baptist  State  Convention  of  N.  C.  or 

(GBSC) 

60.^  Soutli  Wilmington  Street    Raleigh,  N.  C.  27601 
Tel.*  800  -639-4272  /-919  821-7466  /  Fav#  919  836-0061 

OFFICE  OF  1NST1TUT10N.\L  &  SPECIALIZED  MINISTRIES 

'BREACHING,  RECONCILING.  RESTORING  HUMAN 

LIVES" 
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USHER'S  NEWS 


Kenansville  Eastern 
Missionary  Baptist 
Association 
Southern  Division 
Ushers  ^  Banquet 
KEMBA  Ushers 
Southern  Division 

Banquet  Theme: 
''The  Challenge  Is  Still  The 
Same,  Reach  The  Masses" 
''Ushering,  A  Ministry  of 
Service,  A  Ministry  of  Joy" 

Presiding  -  Deacon  Roy  L.  Johnson, 
Jr.  Processional  -  Officers  and  New 
Faith  Ensemble  Opening  Selection  - 
"The  Star  Spangled  Banner" 
Ushers'  Psalm  -  Led  by  Sis.  Carolyn 
Merritt  Prayer  Deacon  Charles 
Faison,  Vice  president  of  the 
Northern  Division  of  Ushers 
Memorial      -   Rev.  Toublefield, 


President,  North  Division 

Pledge  -  Deacon  Archie  J.  Lofton 

President  of  the  Southern  Division  of 

Ushers  Welcome  -  Sis.  Virginia  Troy, 

Corresponding  Secretary 

Occasion  and  Puipose  -  Sis.  Carlene 

Carol  Mini  Concert  -  New  Faith 

Ensemble 

By  this  time,  it  was  time  for  Dinner. 
Our  Moderator,  Reverend  James,  gave 
the  Grace.  A.  Davis.  Archie  Lofton, 
our  beloved  president  introduced  our 
speaker.  Our  speaker  was  none  other 
than  Deacon  Charles  Fletcher, 
President  of  the  Ushers  Convention. 
Me  spoke  from  Hebrews  12:1  Isaiah 
40  and  Psalm  40.  While  he  was  speak- 
ing be  had  everyone's  attention.  He 
did  a  grand  job.  You  could  see  the  look 
on  the  preachers  and  ministers'  faces 
that  they  were  enjoying  what  he  was 
saying.  He  was  really  giving  the  Word. 
By  the  way,  he  is  a  Deacon  in 
Bethlehem  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 

Deacon  Roy  Johnson  was  in  charge 
of  this  Banquet.  He  said  President 
Lofton  called  him  and  asked  if  be 


needed  help  and  he  told  him  to  stay  in 
Wilmington  until  the  night  of  the  ban- 
quet, then  come  Saturday,  June  22,  at 
6:00  p.m.  When  he  could  come. 
Deacon  Johnson  did  something  1  real- 
ly did  like.  He  got  youth  ushers  from 
various  churches  and  that's  what  I  call 
teaching  in  the  ministry'.  When  be 
asked  me  for  two  youth  a  hers,  I  said 
give  me  a  minute  and  called  him  right 
back  and  1  laughed  and  said  I  was  a 
minute  man.  He  told  that  to  the  audi- 
ence also.  It  was  a  great  night,  filled 
with  the  Spirit  of  the  speaker  and  from 
the  great  singing  of  the  ensemble. 
They  are  great;  you  should  hear  them 
sing,  "The  Train,  and  Rev,  Dwight 
Davis,  Minister  of  Music;  it  seems  like 
the  piano  starts  playing  before  be  sits 
down  to  play  and  what  makes  it  so 
good,  they  are  saved.  Oh,  what  a 
blessing! 

The  Southern  Division  should  take 
a  good  look  at  themselves  and  say  self 
you  are  not  doing  the  Christian  way. 
Do  unto  others  as  you  would  have 
them  do  unto  you.  They  really  turned 
out  with  us.  Our  colors  -were  lavender 
and  white.  I  will  not  and  cannot  go  any 


further  without  saying  someth 
about  the  food.  It  was  scrumptic 
Johnson's  All  Occasion  Serv 
catered  it.  If  you  are  planning  to  h 
food  catered,  they  are  the  best.  You 
not  have  to  go  for  your  desert;  tl 
came  to  your  table  with  it  and  ser' 
you.  Sis  provided  corsages  and  b 
tineres.  Ruth  Alderman.  Dea( 
Arnold  Moore  was  the  videograpl 
The  Utility  Committee  was  compri 
of  Deacon  Roy  Johnson,  Deac 
George  Brown,  Deacon  Leroy  Shi^ 
Sis.  Pearl ie  Crews,  Sis.  Caro 
Memtt,  Sis.  Ruth  Johnson. 

Oh  yes,  the  catering  company 
the  bulletins  also.  After  we  were  ent' 
tained  and  certainly  pleasantly  fed, 
had  closing  remarks  by  Vice  Presid 
Johnson  and  Special  Recognition 
President  Lofton.  Moderator  James 
Davis  gave  the  Benediction. 

PS.  This  Banquet  was  the  best 
This  one  was  superb! 

James  Otis  Sampson,  Reporter  ^ 
First  Missionary  Baptist  Church  ■ 


"Resist"  Continued  from  pa^e  22 

have  been  skeptical  about  the  health 

benefits  of  magnets,  or  who  were 

reluctant  to  make  a  quick  decision,  the 

money-back  guarantee  eased  their 

doubts. 

But  when  the  trial  period  ended  and 
the  consumers  were  dissatisfied  with 
their  purchases,  in  many  cases  they 
found  that  the  company  had  gone  out 
of  business  and  there  was  little  chance 


they'd  ever  see  a  refund. 

There  are  a  few  simple  steps  you  car 
take  to  make  sure  this  doesn't  happen 
to  you: 

•  Research  the  company  before 
you  buy.  Resist  pressure  sales  tactics. 
Check  with  my  office  to  find  out  if  we 
have  received  any  consumer  com- 
plaints about  the  company. 


A«&0  CHURCH  FURNITURE 


Pljfkw  ll)5:',Ja 


.  N<  2: 

Lot,  a 
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SJiowrooiu:  i(i<i5  Greensboro  RokI.  Hij.')i  I'oiiil.  NC  27250 
'■.((iO'-VS'.i  •  Toll  1 -HO(l-52J-'*()5K  •  E-mail  Address:  aochurchrumilureK,holirail  c«Ti 


•Pi  icmiito  Churches  & 
-Churcii  Affiliated  Scho 
•(  lu^-irotxn  Scaling: 
•(  hiilk  tuwiK 
•Bnlldm  BtvarJs 
•Folding  Tables 
•Fokiuij;  C  h.iirs 
•H<K-J<irni  Clcnrs 
*Su»  ;i-ic  C  lukiics 
•Tcachcr>  Desks 


•Juvenile  Furniture 
•rdding:  Statics 
'Activity  Tiiblcs 
•Librai )  f  timiturc 
'l  o!din|i  l.)fxws  . 
•Rootn  Dividers 
•Office  Desks 
•f  abtnets 

•C  cimmm'iiil  Carpet 


•Coat  Rack? 
•Nttficrv  Crib>  &  Cot^ 
-Pews  ' 

•<  iiipd  ■] 
•Shunal  Ob^s  i 
•Pew  I  phoisicrmii;  ■ 
•Pew  Cufhitfli!;  I 
•Kducalional  Funiiture^ 


A  &  O  is  Alpha  &  OMEGA  (Your  Source  for  Complete  Church  Furniture) 


•  If  you  decide  to  purchase,  pay  by 
credit  card.  This  gives  you  more 
remedies  if  the  seller  goes  out  of  busi- 
ness or  if  the  sale  was  obtained  by 
fraud. 


SUPPORT  GUI 
GBSC  i 
BOOKSTORE 

i 

1-800-639-427: 


COMING... 

Black  Collfgf  Awareness  Day  '2002" 
Saturday,  Scptcni her  28,  2002 
10:00  a.m.  -  J:00  p.m. 
•  Over  SO  Historically  Black  Colleges  &  Universities 

•  rinancial  Aid/Scholarships  Workshops 
•  .ADA  (American  Disabilities  Act)  Workshop 

•  Middle  School  Standards.  Policies,  Procedures  Workshop 

•  College  Survival  Skills  'Rap'  Sessions 

•  Cireek  Displays 
•  Door  Prizes 

«  High  School  Band  Block  Show  and  more  

This  event  is  FREK....No  Regislration  Costs. ...f.unch  Providedilsl  come  and  share  this  time  of  information,  frf 

lovvship  and  fun! 

*  ror  more  information  contact:  Cathy  .lones  (a  (704)  S37-6197  or  the  church  oflicc  (if,  (704)  .?92-03<)2.  »w«.fmlM 
charlotte.org  Servants  Aftirming  God's  Word  Globally. ..forward  Together 
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itroducing  Jessica  and  Rosalyn 

ssica  and  Rosalyn  are  very  athletic  and 
joy  playing  a  variety  of  sports.  Softball  is 
eir  favorite  and  they  both  play  on  their 
hool  team  as  well  as  a  community  team.  The 
rls  also  have  fun  swimming,  roller  blading 
id  riding  their  bikes. 

Closer  Look  at  Jessica 

ssica  is  a  sociable  girl  who  enjoys  having 
ir  friends  over  to  spend  the  night.  She  laughs 
sily  and  loves  to  talk.  Jessica  gets  along  well 
ith  everyone  and  often  shows  her  foster 
other  affection  by  doing  extra  household 
ores.  Besides  softball,  Jessica  runs  track  and 
e  likes  to  dance.  She  likes  school  and  is 
ger  to  learn.  Although  she  has  a  learning 
sability  and  is  mildly  mentally  retarded, 
ssica  has  made  the  A/B  honor  roll  in  her 
ecialized  classroom.  Her  foster  mom  and 
seworker  are  pleased  with  the  positive  turn 
her  attitude  and  conduct.  Jessica  needs  to 
member  to  always  tell  the  truth  and  she 
leds  to  learn  not  give  her  things  away, 
rthday:  July  28,  1987 

Closer  Look  at  Rosalyn 

jsalyn  is  quieter  than  her  sister,  although  her 
seworker  says  she  isa  pleasant  girl.  She 
ves  to  talk  and  is  rarely  reluctant  to  say  what 
e  thinks.  Rosalyn  loves  to  spend  time  with 
!r      foster      mom      whether  it's 


shopping  or  just  talking  and  joking  around. 
While  she  sometimes  squabbles  with  her 
sister,  Rosalyn  is  never  disrespectful  to  her 
foster  mom  or  other  adults.  She  likes  to 
watch  TV,  go  to  movies  and  listen  to 
popular  music.  Rosalyn  has  a  good  memo- 
ry, but  she  has  difficulty  reading.  She  also 
has  a  learning  disability  and  attends  a  spe- 
cialized classroom  where  she  has  improved 
in  math.  Rosalyn  has  also  made  her 
school's  special  A/B  honor  roll.  Rosalyn 
needs  to  pay  closer  attention 
to  instructions  and  directions.  She  also 
needs  to  remember  to  always  tell  the  truth. 
Birthday:  June  15,  1988 

A  Family  for  Jessica  and  Rosalyn 

Jessica  and  Rosalyn  need  a  patient,  loving 
family  that  is  familiar  with  their  special 
needs.  They  are  both  loving  and  warm 
young  ladies  who  would  do  well  with  a 
two-parent  family  or  a  single  mom.  Jessica 
and  Rosalyn  have  participated  in  recruit- 
ment activities  to  help  them  find  a 
stable,  supportive  and  nurturing  permanent 
home.  (NC  #092-138)  (NC 
#  0  9  2  -  1  3  9  ) 
For  more  information  on  these  children,  or 
adoption  in  general,  please 
call  the  NC  Kids  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Network's  toll  free  Hotline  at 
1-877-NCKIDS-l  (1-877-625-4371). 


A  Fresh  Look  at  the 
New  Teatanmwt  Deacon 


NOW  AVAILABLE! 
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Jessica  and  Rosalyn 


Nat.  Adoption  &  Foster  Care  cont  from  p21 

North  American  Council  of  Adoptable 
Children  Conference  (NACAC)  that 
was  held  in  Chicago,  Illinois  on 

August 

The  conference  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  best  informative  conventions  in 
the  country  about  Adoption  and  Foster 
Care.  Social  Workers,  families,  and 
the  faith  community  from  all  over  the 
United  States  attended  this  event.  The 
conference  was  divided  into  several 
interest  areas  that  attendees  could 
choose  from.  The  interest  areas 
included  advanced  therapeutic  tech- 
niques, parenting,  kinship  care, 
recruiting  permanent  families,  sup- 
porting children  and  preparing  parents 
for  adoption. 

The  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster 
Care  Ministry  attended  an  awards 
luncheon  on  Friday.  The  NACAC 
awards  were  given  to  special  individu- 
als and  groups  that  have  given  out- 
standing service  and  accomplished 
achievements  in  the  area  of  adoption 
and  foster  care.  The  award  winners 
have  spent  years  of  providing  invalu- 
able service  to  children  and  to  fami- 
lies. The  luncheon  also  provided  an 
opportunity  to  meet  other  attendees  of 
the  conference. 


The  One  Church,  One  Child  organ- 
ization presented  a  seminar  on 
Saturday  afternoon.  The  chapters  from 
Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and  Illinois 
shared  responsibilities  for  the  seminar. 
They  gave  an  excellent  seminar  about 
recruiting  in  the  faith  community  and 
how  their  organization  works  to  pro- 
vide families  from  area  churches  for 
children  in  the  child  welfare  system. 
The  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
ministry  had  the  opportunity  to  meet 
the  representatives  from  One  Church, 
One  Child  organizations  and  instantly 
began  a  relationship  with  them.  We 
had  the  opportunity  to  meet  again  the 
Reverend  Wilbert  Talley  from  One 
Church,  One  Child  of  Virginia.  He 
will  be  the  speaker  for  our  upcoming 
Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Seminar  in 
Greenville,  NC  on  October  12^^ 

The  NACAC  conference  provided 
valuable  knowledge  that  will  certainly 
be  tied  into  our  ministry's  recruitment 
efforts.  The  NACAC  conference  will 
move  fiirther  north  to  the  beautiful 
Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  Canada 
August  7-9  2003. 
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ELECTION  NEWS 


Election  135th  Annual  Session 

GENERAL  BAPTIST  STATE  CONVENTION 
REGISTRATION  AND 
REPRESENTATION  FORM 

DR.  JOHN  D.  FIJI  I.ER.  SR.,  PRKSIOKM  GHSC  DR.  ARC  HK  D.  I  OCAN,  JR.,  EXECX'TIVE 
SKCREIARY  I  REASllRER 

OCTOBER  27 -31,  2002 

MT.  OLIVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  118  JOHNSON  STREET, 
FAYETTEVILLE,  NC 
REVEREND  CARL  E.  BRINKLEY,  JR.,  PASTOR 
910-868-2770 
CHURCH 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


CODE  

PASTOR 


ASSOCIATION 


PHONE  NUMBER  CHURCH  {  )  

PHONE  NUMBER  PASTOR  (  )  


YOUR 
NAME 


STATE 


ZIP- 


ADDRESS 


CITY_ 
CODE 


STATE 


ZIP- 


YOUR  PHONE(  )  


PERSONAL  REGISTRATION  $10.00  PER  PERSON 

NUMBER  OF  MESSENGERS  10.00  EACH 

AMOUNT  $  

CHURCH  REPRESENTATION  $300.00 
GBSC  ANNUAL  SESSION 

PLEASE  SEND  YOUR  REGISTRATION/PRESENTATION  FORM  TO: 
BAPTIST  HEADQUARTERS 
GBSC  ANNUAL  SESSION 

603  SOUTH  WILMINGTON  STREET     MASTERCARD  /  VISA 

RALEIGH.  NC  27501-2338 

800-639-GBSC(4272) 

HEADQUARTERS  HOTELS 

HOLIDAY  INN  BORDEAUX  THE  COMFORT  INN    RADISSON  PRINCE  CHARLES 

1922  SKIBO  ROAD  450  HAY  STREET 

FAYETTEVILLE,  NC  FAYETTEVILLE,  NC 

SINGLES  &  DOUBLES  SINGLES  &  DOUBLES 

910-867-1777,  800-537-2269  910-433-4444 
$65.00  +  TAX  $70.0O+TAX 


1707  OWEN  DRIVE 
FAYETTEVILLE,  NC  2830 
SINGLES  &  DOUBLES 
910-323-0111 
$72.00+TAX 


DEADLINE  -  SEPTEMBER  27,  2002 


Fayetteville  Hotels 
1-95  Exit  49 


Sleep  Inn 

1515  Cedar  Creek  Rd 
Fayetteville,  NC 
910-433-9090 
Single  &  Double  rooms 
*48  rooms  block 


$53.00 


Days  Inn 

2065  Cedar  Creek  Rd 
Fayetteville,  NC  28301 
910-483-6191 

Single  &  Double  rooms  -  $50.00 

*80  rooms  block 

Deadline 

September  27.  2002 


Fairfield  Inn 

1925  Cedar  Creek  Rd 

Fayetteville,  NC 

910-433-2666 

Single  &  Double  rooms  $69.25 

*42  room*  block 

Deadline 

October  15,  2002 

Sheraton 
910-323-8282 
Single  &  Double  rooms 
*  115  rooms  block 


After  prayerful  and  deliberate  consideration, 
am  submitting  my  name  as  a  candidate  forth. 
Third  Vice  President  of  the  General  Baptist 
State  Gonveotioifclnc. 

A  native  of  Rockingham,  North  Carolina,  I 
preached  my  initial  sermon  at  the  Providence 
Baptist  Church  under  the  leadership  of  the  late 
Robert  T.  Gilchrist.  1  have  also  assisted 
the  late  Reverend  Doctor  J.H.  Ferguson  at  the 
Poplar  Spring  Baptist  Church  in 
Rockingham,  North  Carolina. 

At  age  nineteen  (19)  1  was  called  to  the 
Mount  Peace  Baptist  Church  the  former 
Halifax  Baptist  Church  as  the  Pastor.  I  have 
served  this  cote  Pastorate  for  more  than  19 
years. 

I  am  married  to  Faye  V.  Terry;  we  are  the 
parents  of  two  children,  Fallen  and .).  Vincent, 
.Ir. 

I  have  led  our  church  to  support  the  objec- 
tive of  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention. 
Our  stewardship  is  a  witness  to  our  commit- 
ment. 1  am  First  Vice  Moderator  of  the 
Johnston  District  Baptist  .Xssociation 

I  am  committed  to  higher  education.  I  am  a 
product  of  Sliaw  University  and  Shaw 
Divinity  School  I  look  forward  to  many  years 
of  service  through  the,  Genera)  Baptist 
State  Convention. 

Until  He  Comes, 

J.  Vincent      Terry,  Sr.  Pastor 


www.gbsc.org 

1-800-639-GBSC 


Dr.  A.T.  Griffey,  III  announce 
candidacy  for  the  office  of  Statisticia' 
of  the  General  Baptist  Stat 
Convention  of  NC,  Inc.  I 

He  is  the  Pastor  of  Mt.  Cam< 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  o| 
Winston-Salem,  NC  and  th! 
Pentecostal  Lighthouse  Baptij 
Church  of  Kemersville,  NC.  Di 
Griffey  served  the  Convention  a 
Interim  Editor  for  6  years  and  serv© 
in  the  field  to  spread  the  GBSC  nies 
sage. 

Dr.  Griffey  serves  on  Executive  Boan 
of  the  High  Point  Educational  ani 
Missionary  Baptist  Association,  Inc. 
Director  of  Christian  Education  an( 
Second  Vice  President  of  the  Higl 
Point  Association  Congress  o' 
Christian  Education.  Pastor  Griffe; 
also  serves  the  National  Baptis 
Convention  of  America,  Inc.  as  thi 
managing  editor  of  the  Lantern  an< 
teacher"  The  Computer  As  A  Ministr 
Tool"  '|| 

He  is  married  to  Delores  (Dee 
Griffey,  they /one  son  Dedrick,  daugh 
ter-ln-Iaw  Megan  and  three  grandchil 
dren  Dedrick,  Desirae  and  Savanna. 
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ECCLESIATES  3;  4      AND  A  TIME  TO  LAUGH. 


Minister  Alcindor  Hanicins 
Gospel  Comedian 
405  Creekbiuff  Drive 
Fuquay-Varina,  North  Carolina  27526 

(919)  557-1227 
alcindar9(a'Hotmail.coni 


Psalms  46:10  "Be  Still  and  Know  That  I  am  God" 
"He's  More  God  Than  I  Ever  Need" 


Here  is  the  church, 
here  Is  the  steeple 

Open  the  door  and 
see  all  the  people 

.  .  .  who  can  now  worship  in  comfort  and  gracious  sty  le 
since  L.  A.  Downey  &  Son  helped  them  hit i Id  their 
new  Sanctuary  and  Christian  Education  huildings. 

L.  A.  Downey  &  Son  provides  complete, 
turnkey  solutions  for  all  kinds  of  churches 
and  ail  kinds  of  budgets. 
Our  professionals  can  help  you  from  start 
to  finish,  including  architectural  design 
work,  site  development,  permit 
approval,  actual  constmction,  and  more. 

Call  us  today  to  find  out 
how  we  can  help  your  congregation 
meet  its  facilities  needs. 

(919)  688-8029 

L.  A.  Downey  &  Son,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  !688   Durham,  North  Carolina  27702 


Light  Rock  Realty 
(705)  568-5000 


Areas  of  Specialty:  Residential  Purchasing/Sellig 
Church  &  f  and  Purchasinji/Selling- 
Group  Homebuying  workshops  for  cluirches 
Homebuying  programs 
.  No  Money  Down 
.  Down  Payment  Assistance 
.  AUemative  Financing  Options 
If  You  Need  Assistance  in  any  of  the  above  areas.c 
ontact  Gerald  Searles  at  (704)  .568-5000 


AMERICAN  INCOME  LIFE 
INSURANCE  COMPANY 

America!!  income  Life  InsuraiTcc  Conipaii>  w  ith  over  a  4<)-ycar  iiistory  of  serving  associations,  Credit 
Uniofis  and  Union  Members  vvttli  aff'ord;;ble  hte  lieuith  insurance  benefits.  American  IrK'ome  is  proud  to 
announce  NoXiSt  benefit  to  subscribers  of  the  Baptist  Informer. 

Lcam  how  yoii  and  voui-  samily  can  receive  the  OiicCard  Member  bencllt  which  will  s;ifc  you  up  !o 
60"/.)  discount  on:  V  ision  ...  Hearing  ...  Chiropractic  and  Prescriptions  at  No  Cost 

4 

Simpl)'  liil  out  the  fortti  beiov\  and  inail,  a  representative  of  ,'\t.,!        deliver  your  discouni  card  and 
expiain  its  use.  plus  explain  our  New  I  amily  D.n'.ii  I'lan  wliich  is  available  to  your  entire  family  for  S2').95 
per  >cai '  Hie  ilcntal  plan  and  supplctrtcnt  hc'dth  and  life  benellts  are  hcini;  made  available  for  your  cortsid 
eration.  You  are  under  no  obligation. 


Pl.t  ASE  BF.  SURE  I  Rf  CEIVf  M  V  0\ECARI>  MEMBER  BENEFIT 


NAME... 


HOME  PHONE 
Spouse's  Nanw  _ 


KesidenCial  Address 

Cit>   

Countv  


Zip 


PLE  ASE  M  VIE  THIS  FORM  TO: 
All,,  P.O.  BOX  18825,  RAI.EICH.  NC  27619-8825 


SECOND  CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
114  NELSON  AVENUE 
CHARLOTTE,  NC  28216 

Second  Calvary  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  a  full  time  pastor  to 
serve  as  spiritual  leader,  teacher  and  counselor  for  her  congrega- 
tion. Finalist  for  this  position  must  meet  the  following  qualifica- 
tions: 

o       Born-again  licensed,  ordained  minister  of  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

o       Knowledge  of  Baptist  doctrine,  practices  polity 
o       BA  degree  from  an  accredited  institution  of  higher  learning 
o       Senior  Pastor  for  at  least  four  to  five  years 
o       Good  administrative  and  communication  skills 
o       Ability  to  communicate  with  all  age  groups  especially  the 
youth 

o       Leadership  experience  developing  or  administering  youth 

programs  and  community  service 
o       Willingness  to  affiliate  at  the  national,  state  and  local 

Baptist  conventions  and 
o       Present  location  within  five  hours  driving  tin  from 

Charlotte 

o       Willingness  to  submit  to  a  police  and  credit  check 

Resumes  for  persons  meeting  these  qualifications  should  be  sent  the  Pulpit  Search 
Committee  at  the  address  shown  above.  Resume  deadline  date  is  September  19,  2002 
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MODERATOR  OF  MODERATORS  NEWS 


B>  Reverend  James.  W.  Smith,  .II) 

(pictured  above) 
Moderator  of  Modenitors 


1  i:(;al  issues 
coni  ronting 
churches 

Grace  and  Peace  to  all  of  you,  my 
brothers  and  sisters! 

This  month  1  want  to  highlight  >x  list 
of  issues  that  our  churches  are  dealing 
with  on  a  regular  basis.  Man)  times 
we  are  not  conscience  of  these  issues 
and  often  proceed  with  business  as 


usual  until  we  run  into  a  brick  wall. 

1.  When  is  the  last  time  that  your 
church  has  had  a  tire  diill  and  you 
have  large  exit  signs  displayed?  On 
this  issue.' you  may  want  to  check  with 
the  fire  department  or  public  safety  to 
ascertain  what  your  church  needs  to 

ido. 

2.  Do  your  church  have  posted  cau- 
tion and  warning  signs  at  places  that 
may 

present  a  danger  to  members  and  the 
general  public?  It  is  very  important  to 
inform  members  and  the  general  pub- 
.  lie  of  places  and  matters  that  may  be 
of  danger  to  them.  Failure  to  do  so 
could  subject  the  church  to  liability, 

3.  .Are  staff  members  and  employees 
of  your  church  performing  their  duties 
in  ways  that  constitutes  negligence? 
Your  church  needs  to  know  that  failure 
•of  staff  or  employees  to  do  something 
that  should  be  done  or  doing  some- 
thing that  should  not  be  done  may  con- 
stitute negligence.  If  an  employee  or 
.staff  member  of  your  church  is 
deemed  to  be  negligent;  then,  his  or 
her  action  may  be  imputed  to  the 
church  and  such  negligence  may  result 
in  the  church  being  liable,  financially. 
A  legal  workshop  involving  and 
don'ts  of  the  .staff  and  employees  may 
be  helpful  to  your  church. 


4.  Is  your  pastor  aware  of  his  profes- 
sional, ministerial  and  ethical  respon- 
sibilities and  duties  to  his  parish- 
ioners? The  pastorate  is  just  like  a  doc- 
tor/patient or  a  lawyer/client  relation- 
ship. Yours  is  a  pastor./pew  relation- 
ship. Please  be  aware  that  whatever  is 
told  to  the  pastor  in  confidence  must 
go  with  him/her  to  the  grave;  unless, 
permission  is  given  to  divulged  the 
information.  There  are  many  instances 
where  improper  counseling  or  bad 
advice  has  resulted  in  the  pastor  and 
church  being  liable.  The  pastor  needs 
to  know  when  matter,  are  beyond 
his/her  capabilities.  Making  referrals 
when  necessary  is  always  good.  5 
Do  your  church  have  any  guidelines  or 
personnel  policy  in  place  to  deal  with 
personnel  matters?  It  would  be  best  for 
the  church  to  have  something  in  place 
that  would  speak  to  personnel  prob- 
lems. A  procedure  for  handling  griev- 
ances is  always  helpful. 

6.  Is  your  church  incorporated?  There 
mo  requirements  in  North  Carolina  for 
a  church  to  be  incorjwrated;  however, 
it  may  be  a  wise  thing  to  get  some 
legal  advice  on  the  advantages  and/or 
disadvantages  of  incorporation. 
Regarding  issues  of  liability,  yow 
church  and  membership  may  be 
affected. 

7.  Do  your  church  keep  good  finan- 


cial and  tax  records?  If  your  churcl 
issuing  cheeks  for  payment  of  servit 
rendered  as  an  employee  or  indepei 
ent  contractor,  you  need  So  ascert; 
your  tax  obligations  and  responsib' 
ties. 

These  are  just  a  few  issues  that  ma), 
have  legal  con.sequences  for  your  p;i 
tor  and  church,  It  is  my  hope  and 
desire  that  you  consider  them 
If  you 'wish  our  services  in  any  way 
please  contact  us  at  the  following: 

Dr.  .lames  W.  Smith 
146  Presidents  Drive 
Fayetteville,  NC  28305 
(919)  479.0501 

Email:  Jsmith9450(g)aol.coi'n 

Rev.  W.  J.  Cox 
107  Gay  Street 
Goldsboro.  NC  27534 
(919)  751-9899 

Dr.  Joshua  J.  Haire,  Jr. 
P.O.  Box  53803 
Durham,  NC 
(910) 


I 


(educational  dimensions,  inc!) 

"Dedicated  to  excellence  in  educational 
products  and  services" 

311  N.  Spence  Ave.  Goldsboro,  NC  27534 
(919)  778-8646  Fax:  (919)  778-3431 
Web:  www.edileaming.com 
Tutoring  •  School  Supplies  •  Summer  Camps 
SAT  Prep  •  Pre-School  &  Daycare  Supplies 
Giftware  •  School  Uniforms  •  Catalogues 
Screen  Printing  •  Promotions  •  Teacher  Aids 
Advertising  Specialties 
Employee  Recognition  Program^, 


Dr.  Willette 
Campbell  Wooten 


Sweat-slilrts 
&caps! 
Call  today 
foraiiDote! 


RENEWAL  &  SUBSCRIPTION  FORM 


Please  look  at  your  mailing  label.  It  is  time  to  renew  your  Baptist 
Informer.  It  is  important  that  you  renew  your  subscription  to  the  paper 


Individual  subscriptions  per  year  arc  $10.00  (  )  RK.XEWAl,  (  )  NEW 
NAME  


ADDRESS.. 

cirv 


STATE   ZIP.. 


l  EEEPHONE  (  ) 


I  <)  l  AI  AMOI  NT  EISCI  OSEO  WITH  ORDERS  $  . 


OFFICE  OF  THE  EDITOR 
BAPTIST  INFORMER 
603  SOUTH  WILMINGTON  ST.,  RALEIGH,  NC  27601 
800-639-GBSC  or  www.gbscorg 


ttcmber  2002 
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ill  Classified  ads  are  charged  at  a  .75  per 
u)rd  rafe. 

PLEASE  CONTACT  CHURCHES  FOR 
SPECIFIC  QUALIFICATIONS  SOME 
lEQUIREJ  OR  MORE  YEARS  PAS- 
TORAL EXPERIENCE,  SEMINARY 
TRAINING.  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
ORDINATION,  MUSICAL  SKILLS) 
FOR  SPECIFIC  CHURCH  QIJALIFI- 

:ations  coiNTAC  t  the  PUIPI  I 

:OMMlTTEE) 

CASTORS 

vIOUNT  OLIVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Bayboro,  NC:  currently  accepting 
iipplications  for  a  Pastor.     Interested  appli- 
iants  should  provide  the  following: 
.  A  resume 

t  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
-icense/Ordinalion 

One  business  and  two  personal  references 
no  family  references) 
5enil  information  to: 
vlayor  B.  Credic,  Deacon  Chairman 
vlv.  Olive  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
>972  NC  Highway  304 
3ayboro.  NC  2851.5 

3LIVE  BRANCH  MISSION.VRY  BAPTIST 

:HURCH.  Elizabeth  City.  NC:  currently 

iccepting  applications  for  a  Pastor.  Interested 

ipplicants  should  provide  a  resume. 

Send  information  to: 

Fhe  Pulpit  Committee 

3rother  Elon/.a  Joyncr,  Chairperson 

i()6  Graves  .\vcnue 

ili/abcth  City,  NC  27909 

jloii/ajoyucru;.  hotmail.coni 

^ASTOR:  O.XKEY  GROVE  MISSIONARY 

3.\PT1ST  CHURCH  of  Clayton,  NC:  current- 

y  accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor  with 

Jtrong  Missionary  Baptist  roots.  We  are  affil- 

atcd  with  the  Johnston  District  Missionary 

Baptist  .Association  and  the  General  Baptist 

State  Convention.     Interested  applicants 

should  provide  the  following: 

t.  .\  resume 

I.  Personal  references 

Send  information  to: 

Dakey  Grove  Baptist  Church 

Pulpit  Search  Committee 

Deacon  Loomis  Hodges,  Chairperson 

fO  Box  2435 

Smithfield,  NC  27577 

MOUNT      CARMEE  MISSIONARY 

BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Elizabeth  City,  NC: 

currently  accepting  applications   for  an 

jrdained     Missionary     Baptist  Pastor. 

Interested  applicants  should  provide  the  tbl- 

iowing: 

I .  .\  resume 

I.  Salary  Negotiable  based  on  experience  and 


qualifications 

Send  information  to: 

Mt.  Carmcl  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

Pulpit  Committee 

PO  Box  1421 

Elizabeth  City,  NC  27906-1421 

MOUNT  PLEASANT  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH.  HarrelLsvillc,  NC  is 
currently  accepting  applications  for  a  Pa.stor. 
The  church  is  located  in  Hertford  County, 
Interested  applicants  should  provide  the  fol- 
lowing: 

1 .  .\  Resume 

2.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
L  icense/Ordi  nati  on 

3.  Two  personal  references  (no  family  refer- 
ences) 

Send  infonnation  to: 

Mount  Pleasant  Missionary  BaptLst  Church 
Pastoral  Search  Committee 
.ATTN:  Deacon  Eugene  White 
815  Swains  Mill  Road 
Harrellsville,  Nc  27942 

UNION    GROVE    BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Warrcnton,  NC:  currently  accepting  applica- 
tions for  a  Pastor.  Interested  applicants  should 
provide  the  following; 
A  Resume 

Send  information  to: 

Brother  Alonza  Jones,  Board  Chairman 

Pastoral  Search  Committee 

Route  2,  Box  128 

Norlina,  NC  27563 

FIRST  MISSION.ARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
'I  homasville,  NC:  currently  accepting  appli- 
cations for  a  Pa.stor  with  strong  Missionary 
Baptist  roots.     Wc  arc  affiliated  with  the 
Johnston     District     Mi.ssionary  Baptist 
Association  and  the  General  13apti.st  State 
Convention.  Interested  applicants  should  pro- 
vide a  resume.  Send  information  to: 
Ta,.ya  M.  .\utry,  Chairperson 
Pastoral  Search  Committee 
I  iisi     issionary  Baptist  Church 
103  Church  Street 
Thomasville,  NC  27360 

GRE.ATER  LOVELY  HILL  BAPflST 
Church  Warrenton,  NC";  currently  accepting 
applications  for  a  Pastor  with  strong 
Missionary  Baptist  roots.  We  arc  located  in 
Warren  County.  Interested  applicants  should 
provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resuine 

2.  .A  copy  of  religious  credentials; 
License/Ordination 

Send  information  to; 
Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Branch 
PO  Box  52 

Warrenton,  NC  27589 

EBENEZER  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Newburgh,  NY:  currently  accepting  applica- 


tions for  Senior  Pastor  with  strong  Baptist 
roots.  The  Committee  will  provide  each  can- 
didate with  an  application  packet. 
Send  request  to: 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church 
,\TTN:  Deacon  Milton  Buxton/Confidcntial 
PO  Box  248  . 
Newburgh,  NY  12551-0248 

SH.ADY  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  East 
Spencer,  NC:  currently  accepting  applications 
for  a  Pastor  with  strong  Missionary  Baptist 
roots.  Interested  applicants  should  provide  the 
following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  At  least  four  references:  (2)  business  (2) 
personal 

3.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials; 
L  icense/Ordi  nation 

Send  information  to: 

Shady  Grove  Bapti.st  Church 

.ATTN:  Clarence  ,A.  Jones,  Chairperson 

PO  Box  447 

East  Spencer,  NC  28039 

MOUNT  CALVARY  MISSIONARY 
B  APTIST  CHURCH.  Wilmington,  NC;  cur- 
rently accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor  with 
strong  Missionary  Baptist  roots.  Interested 
applicants  should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume  or  Letter  of  Interest 

2.  At  lea.st  five  references:  (Two  can  be 
ministers) 

3.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials; 
Licen.se/Ordinalion 

Send  information  to: 

Mount  Calvary  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
ATTN:  Rena  Lennon 
PO  Box  1970 
Wilmington,  NC:  28420 

SlIILOH       MISSIONARY  B.KPTIST 
CHURCH,  KittrelL  NC  currently  accepting 
applications    for    a    Pastor    with  strong 
Missionary  Baptist  roots.  Interested  appli- 
cants should  provide  the  follow  ing: 
I .  A  resume  with  cover  letter  of  interest 
Send  information  to: 
Shiloh  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Pulpit  Search  Cominittee 
PO  Box  175 
Kittrel I,  NC  7544-0175 
252-492-0567 

EASTERN  STAR  .MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH:  of  Tarboro,  North  Carolina  27886 
seeking  a  paston 

•  He  must  be  experienced 

•  Well  seasoned 

•  He  must  believe  in  the  word  of  god 

•  He  mu.st  live  by  the  word  of  god 

•  Willing  to  teach  Sunday  school  and  bible 
study  class 

•  Must  be  between  the  age  of  25-55. 
Please  submit  Resume  to; 
Pulpit'eoramhtee   


Eastern  Star  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Post  OtTice  Box  !  677 
Tarboro,  North  Caiolina  27886 

THE  ST.  JOHN  B.APTIST  CHURCH  seeks  a 
Pastor  to  serve  as  its  spiritual  leader,  teacher, 
counselor  and  administrator.  St.  John  has  a 
rich  legacy  of  75  years  of  service  to  the  city, 
county,  state  and  country,  which  suggest  the 
following  list  of  desired  characteristics: 

Must  be  a  licensed,  ordained  Baptist  min- 
ister. 

Must  possess  ability  to  teach,  train  and 
coach  church  officers  and  auxiliary  leaders. 

Must  have  the  skills  and  be  willing  to 
work  with  all  age  groups  with  particular 
einphasis  on  the  spiritual  growlh  and  develop- 
ment of  our  youth. 

Must  have  the  prerequisite  administrative 
skills,  which  include  the  ability  to  articulate, 
negotiate  and  facilitate  effectively  with  a 
diverse  community  including  educational, 
business,  political,  civic  and  philanthropic 
communities. 

Evidence  of  community  awareness  and 
involvement 

Must  have  the  skills  required  for  planning 
and  implementing  a  vision  for  spiritual,  phys- 
ical and  financial  growth  of  the  Church. 
MINIMUM  QU.\LlFIC.\TIONS: 
EDUCATION  AND  EXPERIENCE  MUST 
INCLUDE: 

Minimum  often  years  in  the  ministry  as  a 
licensed,  ordained  Baptist  minister. 

Terminal  masters  degree  from  a  recog- 
nized accredited  .seminary  or  theological  insti- 
tution. 

Must  po.ssess  strong  and  proven  adminis- 
trative skills  and  experience. 

Must  have  a  broad  knowledge  of  the 
Baptist  Doctrines,  church  policies  and  proce- 
dures, and  willingness  to  follow  the  by-laws 
governing  the  church 

Must  possess  effective  oral  and  written 
communication  skills 

Demonstrated  financial  ability  and  experi- 
ence with  1  Million  ^  budgets 
Interesteti  persons  meeting  all  of  the  above 
characteristics  and  minimum  qualifications 
should  submit  the  follow  ing  infonnation: 

A  resume  and  letter  of  interest  to  include  a 
vision  statement  as  it  related  to  their  mini.stry. 

Copies  of  license  and  ordination  certifrca- 
tion 

Proof  of  completion  of  .\LL  accredited 
theological  training 

Name,  address  and  telephone  number  of 
five  [5]  personal  and  professional  references 
with  no  mor  e  than  thi  ee  [3]  coming  from  other 
ministries  familiar  with  your  mini.stry  along 
with  an  audio/video  sample  of  a  sermon. 

Completed  applications  will  be  accepted  for 
the  posting  period  July  22,  2002  -  .Augast  23. 
2002.  .Applications  postmarked  prion  to  and 
after  the  posting  period  will  not  be  considered. 
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ministries  familiar  with  your  niinistry  along 
with  an  audio/video  sample  of  a  sermon. 

Completed  applications  will  be  accepted  for 
the  posting  period  July  22,  2002  -  August  23, 
2002.  .\pplications  postmarked  prior  to  and 
after  the  posting  period  will  not  be  considered. 
Completed  applications  should  be  sent  via  cer- 
tificd/'rcturn  receipt  mail  addressed  to:  Mr. 
Mamiing  Fogan,  II,  Chair,  Pulpit  Committee, 
St.  John  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
l038,Getzville,  New  York  14068-1038 

SECOND  CALVARY  B.APTIST  CHURCH 
114  NELSON  .WENUE 
CRARLOTTE.  NC  28216 

Second  Calvary  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  a 
full  time  pastor  to  serve  as  spiritual  leader, 
teacher  and  counselor  for  her  congregation. 
Finalist  for  this  position  must  meet  the  follow- 
ing qualifications: 

o    Born-again  licensed,  ordained  minister  of 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ, 
o    Knowledge  of  Baptist  doctrine,  practices 
and  polity 

o  B.A  degree  fiom  an  accredited  institution  of 
higher  learning 

o  Senior  Pastor  for  at  least  four  to  five  yeais 
0  Good  admini.strative  and  communication 
skills 

o  .Ability  to  communicate  with  all  age  groups 
especially  the  youth 

o  Leadership  experience  in  developing  or 
admini.stering  youth  programs  and  community 
service  programs 

o  Willingness  to  affiliate  at  the  national,  state 
and  local  Bapti,st  conventions  and  associations. 
0  Present  location  within  five  hours  driving 
time  from  Charlotte 

o  Willingness  to  submit  to  a  police  and  cred- 
it check 

Resumes  for  persons  meeting  these  qualifica- 
tions should  be  sent  to  the  Pulpit  Search 
Committee  at  the  address  shown  above. 
Resume  deadline  date  is  September  19,  2002 

FOSTER  MEMORI  AL  B.APTIST  CHURCH 

The  Pulpit  Search  Committee  of  the  Poster 
Memorial  Missionary  Baptist  Church  located  m 
Rocky  .Mount,  North  Carolina,  is  accepting  resume 
for  the  position  of  pa.stor  Applicants  must  possess 
the  following  qualifications: 

-  He  must  possess  good  moral  and  ethical  conduct, 
living  by  Timothy  .3:1-!.'^,  Titus  1:7-9  and  abstain 
from  study  activities  and  inclinations  as  those  cited 
in  Romans  1 :26-27. 

-  lie  must  have  a  minimum  of  three  (3)  years  expe- 
rience as  pastor  with  demonstrated  ability  in  coun- 
seling and  supervising  all  work  for  the  church. 

-  He  must  live  in  the  proximity  of  the  churcli. 

-  He  must  be  born  again,  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  called  by  Clod  to  preach  Ciod's  word. 

-  He  must  possess  a  strong  knowledge  of  the 
Missionars  Baptist  Doctrine.  C  hurch  Policies,  and 
Practices,  and  be  willing  to  abide  by  them. 

-  He  must  have  the  skills  required  to  work  with  all 
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age  groups,  with  speci.il  emphasis  on  the  south. 

-  He  must  have  the  skills  required  for  planning  and 
implementing  a  vision  for  spiritual,  physical  and 
financial  growth  of  the  church.  -  He  must  be  com- 
munity oriented,  and  have  strong  family  values. 

-  He  must  have  a  minimum  of  a  high  school  diplo- 
ma? preferable  a  degree  or  courses  in  seminary 
training  from  an  accredited  college  or  university. 

-  He  must  be  willing  to  attend  Sunday  School, 
Prayer  Meetings,  and  teach  Bible  Study. 

Please  send  resume  to: 

Foster  Memorial  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

101 1  South  Church  Street 

PostOf11ceBox63l7 

Rocky  Mount,  NC  27802-6317 

C/0  The  Pulpit  Committee 

Tru.stee  Hiawatha  Knight 

MOUNT  CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 
Shelby,  NC  is  currenllv  acccirtmg  applications  for  a 
pastor  with  .strong  Missionary  Fiaptisi  roots.  The 
Church  IS  affiliated  v\  ith  the  Lbenezer  Missionarv 
Baptist  Association,  and  the  Cjeneral  Bapiist  State 
Convention  of  NC.  Interested  applicants  should 
provide  the  following: 

Resume  (including  pastoral  experiences  and  educa- 
tional qualifications) 

A  copy  of  religious  credentials  (license  ordination) 

.'At  least  three  personal  references  (no  family") 

Send  information  to: 

Pastor  Search  Committee 

Mount  Calvary  Baptist  Church 

PO.  Box  31  SI 

Shelby,  N.C.  28151-3181 

CHURCH  STAFF: 
MUSICIANS 

B.ASIC  REQLIRFMENTS  FOR  .SERVIC  E: 

1.  Burn-again  Christian,  Spirit-tilled,  and 
divinely  gifted  in  music  mini.stry. 

2.  Willingness  to  spiritually  align  the  music 
ministry  with  Pastoral  vision. 

3.  Able  to  play  the  piano.  Keyboard  and/or 
organ;  able  to  read  music  and  versatile. 

4.  Able  to  prepare  choirs  for  Sunday 
morning  worship  services  and  other  servic- 
es. 

5.  Able  to  teach,  as,  well  as  direct  choirs, 
with  humility  and  love. 

6.  Able  to  rehearse  with  all  choirs  on 
schedule,  and  available  for  all  Sunday  serv- 
ices 

7.  Abie  to  accompany  Pastor  and  choirs  to 
other  services  as  required  (or  ensure  quali- 
fied substitute  is  available). 

8.  Able  to  select  appropriate  hymns  and 
songs  for  worship. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED:  Wake 
Forest  congregation  seeks  musician.  1.)  The 
duties  include  working  directly  with  the  Pastor 
in  order  to  assist  and  cooperate  with  him  in 
Christian  Worship.  2.)  Playing  during  Sunday 
morning  worship  service,  3.)  Rehearsing  with 
various  choirs  one  night  per  week,  4.)  .And 
accompanying  the  Pa.stor  on  engagements  to 
other  churches.  Please  forward  a  cover  letter 
and  resuine  to: 


Evans  Cirove  Missionary  Bapti.st  Church 

12700  Creedmoor  Road 

Highway  50 

Wake  Forest.  NC  27587 

(919)  870-8874 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  VACANCY:  THE 
SPRING  GREEN  MISSION.\RY  B.VPTIST 
CHURCH  seeks  a  Minister  of  Music  to  pro- 
vide musical  direction  and  accompaniment  for 
4  choirs  in  the  church.  This  person  will  work 
closely  with  the  Pastor  to  provide  spiritual 
leadership  in  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Chri.st 
through  music,  i.e.  hymns,  spiritual  songs,  and 
prai,se  and  worship  music  that  glorifies  God. 

We  are  excepting  resumes  from  candidates 
with  the  appropriate  qualifications.  (SEE 
GENERAL  QUALIFICATIONS  AT 
BEGINNING  OF  CHURCH  STAFF/ 
MUSICIAN  SECTION): 
For  additional  information  please  .send  inquiry 
or  resume  to: 

SPRING  GREEN  MISSION.ARY 
B.XPTIST  CHURCH 
PO  Box  924,  Wan-entoa,  NC  27589 
Rev.  Dennis  Q.  Lindsay,  Pastor 

.MUSICI.AN  NEEDED:  Must  be  a  Christian 
available  to  serve  every  Sunday.  Prepare 
CTioirs  atid  Praise  Team  for  Sunday  morning 
worship.  Rehearse  with  choirs  on  scheduled 
times.  Be  available  to  accompany  Pa.stor  and 
choirs  to  church  flinctions.  Direct  congrega- 
tion in  congregational  hymns.  Must  be  able  to 
play  he  ear  as  well  as  read  music 
To  -Apply  call: 

(704)       5.32-6813       or       E-mail  to 

CjalileeNC(f(t;aol.com 

GALILEE  MISSIONARY 

B.APTIST  CHURCH 

P.O.  Box  644,  Oakboro,  NC  28129 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED:  THE 
PENN  .AVENUE  MOUNT  OLIVE  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  of  Lcwi.ston  is  seeking  a  musician 
for  a  station  church,  a  Christian,  who  is 
responsible,  has  good  character  and  a  good 
reputation. 
Requirements: 

*  Plays  the  organ  and  piano 

*.Able  to  work  with  a  diverse  group  of  singci^s 

*  Experienced  in  all  sacred  music 

*  Reads  music  and  is  versatile  in  playing  by 
ear 

Send  resumes  or  responses  to: 
Mount  Olive  Baptist  Church 
PO  Box  214, 

Lewiston-Woodville,  NC  27849 
.Mtention:  William  W.  Peele  Jr. 

.MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  W.ANTED: 
THE  PENN  .AVENUE  MISSION.ARY 
BAP  I  IST  CHURCH  of  Oxford.  NC.  is  cur- 
rently seeking  a 
MINISTER  OF  MUSIC. 
QU.ALIFIC.ATIONS: 


(SEE  SPECIFIC  QUALIFICATIONS 
LISTED  IN  BEGINNING  OF  STAFF: 
MUSICIAN  SECTION) 

*Will  be  responsible  with  the  pastor's 
approval  in  hiring  other  musicians  if  deem 
necessary. 
Salary:  Negotiable 
Sunday  worship  services.  Service  begins  e 
Sunday  at  1 1  am  with  the  exception  of  5th 
Sunday  services  which  begin  at  10  am.  Pic 
send  resume  to  the  above  listed  address  or 
inquiries  may  he  tnade  by  calling  one  of  tf^ 
above  listed  numbers. 

CHURCH  MUSICI.AN  NEEDED:  THE 
NEW-  HOPE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Gate 
N.C.  is  seeking  a  person  to  serve  as  Churc!| 
Musician. 

REQUIREMENTS: 

1 .  .\ble  to  play  organ  and/or  organ. 

2.  .Able  to  play  diverse  music. 

3.  .Able  to  accompany  the  pastor  and  choij 
church  engagements  if  possible. 
S.ALARY  NEGOTI.ABLE; 
Send  resume  to: 

New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  PO  Box  91, 
Gatesville,  NC  27938 
.Attn:     Fannie  M.  Spivey,  Secretary 
Calling  (252)  357-1061  may  make  inquirie, 
after  4:30  p.m. 

CHURCH  MUSICI.AN  NEEDI 
Knowledge  of  music  and  the  ability  to  play 
ear  is  appreciated.  Presently,  morning  wors 
service  is  held  every  fourth  (4th)  Sunday, 
we  are  considering  an  additional  Sunday 
services.  Must  be  able  to  play  for  youth  cl 
and  adult  choir.  Church  is  located  in  War 
County,  North  Carolina.  For  further  infon 
tion,  please  call: 
(2.52)  257-0221.. 

MUSIC  OF  MINISTER  NEEDED:  THI 
CENTER  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in  Gatoni 
NC"  is  currently  .seeking  a  Minister  of  Mui 
(SEE  GENERAL  QUALIFICATIONS 
LISTED  AT  BEGINNING  OF  STAFF 
MUSICIAN  SECTION.)  Salary  is  eommt 
surate  with  training  and  experience.  Please 
send  cciver  letter  anil  resume  to: 
Center  Baptist  Church.  .Attention: 
Personnel  Committee. 
POB  550064 
Ga.stonia,  NC.  28055 
or  fax  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 
Personnel  Committee  at:  704-824-7683. 

MINLSTER  OF  MUSIC  NEEDE 
EMMANUEL  MISSIONARY  B.VPTI 
CHURCH  is  seeking  Full-time  Christ 
Minister  of  Music.  Loyal  and  (Committed 
Cjods  program.)  Must  possess  people  skills, 
trained  as  a  Musician.  Conductor,  and  Ch 
Director,  Salary:  Commensurate  with  train 
and  experience.  Interested  persons  may  st 
resume/portfolio  to: 
.Attention: 


r 
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ustees  Emmanuel  Missionary 
iptist  Church 
?.N.  Highland  Street 
istonia,  NC  25052 

^URCH  MUSICIAN:  THE  CEDAR 
ROVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
HIURCH  of  Gibson,  N.C.  is  seeking  a  person 
.  serve  as  Church  Musician.  Qualifications: 
LEASE  SEE  GENERAL  QUALIFICA- 
lONS  LISTED  AT  THE  BEGINNING 
F  STAFF:  MUSICIAN  SECTION)Salary 
;gotiable.  Please  send  resume  to  Cedar 
rove  Missionary  Baptist  Church  at  this 
Idress. 

EDAR  GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 

HURCH 

1600  Railroad  St. 

ibson,  NC  28343 

HURCH  MUSICI.AN:  THE  FRIENDSHIP 

IISSIONARY   BAPTIST    CHURCH  is 

:cepting  re,sumes  for  a  Church  Musician. 

ualifications:  (SEE  GENERAL  QUALIFI- 

ATIONS  LISTED  AT  THE  BEGINNING 

F  THE  STAFF:  MUSICIAN  SECTION) 

jiary  negotiable: 

15  West  Willis  Ave. 

igh  Point,  NC  27260 

r  JOHN  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

uffalo.  New  York  A  Church  w^ith  a  Mission 

istoral  Vacancy 
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Classified 


THE  GRE.ATER  PJ.NHY  GROVE  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  is  seeking  an  experienced,  dynam- 
ic worship  and  praise  Minister  of  Music. 
We  seek  a  person  who  first  and  foremost  has 
a  passion  for  Cod  and  His  Word,  then  a  pas- 
sion for  people  and  for  music. 
This  person  will  be  responsible  for  directing, 
managing,  and  developing  all  functions  and 
aspects  associated  with  planning  and  imple- 
menting a  comprehensive  Church  Music 
Ministry. 

X  person  in  this  position  must  possess  formal 
training  and  expertise  in  the  area  of  music, 
has  excellent  organizational  skills,  and  the 
ability  to  work  cooperatively  with  a  diverse 
group  of  people. 

EDUCATIONAL  REQUIREMENTS 
Bachelor  of  Science  Degree  in  Music  with 
concentration  in  choral,  church,  or  music 
education,  .\  minimum  of  two  years  of  work 
experience  as  Minister  of  Music  or  Minister 
of  Music  Assistant  in  a  similar  Church  envi- 
ronment. 

.An  Instrument  .skill  proficiency  test  is 
required  on  piano  and  organ.  Must  possess 
the  ability  to  organize  and  prioritize  tasks, 
events,  and  activities;  ability  to  work  under 
pressure  of  deadlines;  make  decisions;  and 
establish  effective  working  relationships  with 
the  Pastor,  choir  members,  church  members, 
supervisor,  and  church  community. 


-Resumes  will  be  accepted  until  August  31, 
2002.  Start  date  for  this  position  will  be 
December  31,  2002. 

-If  the  Holy  Spirit  excites  you  about  this 
opportunity  to  serve  God,  and  you  meet  the 
qualifications  and  expectations  described 
above,  we  would  love  to  hear  fi-om  you. 
Please  e-mail  your  resume  to  or  mail  it  to: 

The  Greater  Piney  Grove  Baptist  Church 
1879  Glenwood  Avenue,  S.  E. 
Atlanta,  GA  30316 

Attn:  Peisonnel  Committee 


JEFFRIES  CROSS  B.\PTIST  CHURCH 
Send  cover  letter  and  resume  to  Jeffries 
Cross  Baptist  Church,  2015  Jeffries  Cross 
Rd.,  Burlington,  NC  27217.  Phone:  336-226- 
9626.  We  are  currently  seeking  a  musician 
who  will  work  directly  with  the  pastor  to 
provide  spiritual  leadership  in  the  music  min- 
istry. Qualifications:  I.  .\  Christian  with 
piano,  keyboard,  organ  ability;  read  music, 
play  chords,  teach  harmony,  direct  choirs, 
conduct  two  rehearsals  per  month  with  four 
choirs,  accompany  pastor  on  engagements, 
accommodate  traditional  and  contemporary 
worship  styles. 


LOOK  OUT  FOR  NEXT  MONTH'S  SPECIAL  ISSUE! 

(A  special  135th  Year  edition  of  the  Informer  will  appear 
next  month  that  will  include  highlights  of  Dr.  Fuller's  Presidency.) 


A  new  GBSC  President  and  administration  will  be  elected  in  October.  This  election  will  be 
historic  in  the  history  of  the  GBSC.  The  new  President  will  be  the  first  President  elected  in  this 
century  and  millennium  to  serve  the  Convention.  It  is  important  for  all  churches  to  pre-register 

and  to  get  your  messengers  certified.  Election  Kits  are  in  the  mail,  if  your  church  does  not 
receive  its  materials  or  if  you  have  questions  please  call  Baptist  Headquarters,  800/639-GBSC. 

Make  your  plans  now! 


September  2002 
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EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY-TREASURER 
LOGAN  APPEALS  FOR  VAN 

The  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina 
needs  a  VAN.  If  you,  your  Church  or  .Association  has  a  van 
you  are  willing  to  donate  to  ttie  "WORK."  Please  contact: 
Dr.  .Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr.,  603 
South  Wilmington  Street, 
Raleigh,  NC  27601-2338,  919- 
821-7466;  800-639-4272; 
alogan(g)gbsc.org 
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October  2002 

General  Baptist  State  Convention  135''"  Annual  Session 


Dr.  Archie 
Logan,  Jr. 


By  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr. 
Executive  Secretary -Treasurer 

We  greet  you  in  the  name  of  our 
Savior  Jesus  Christ!  President  John  D. 
Fuller,  Sr.,  joins  me  in  thanking  you  for 
your  support  and  sacrifices  this  year.  The 
Challenge  Is 
The  Same: 
Reach  The  - 
Masses"  John 
12:32  (KJV). 
Plan  to  join  us 
in  Fayetteville, 
NC,  October  27- 
31,2002.  We 
will  be  voting 
for  new  GBSC, 
Inc.,  officers. 
The  Mount 
Olive  Baptist 
Church, 

Reverend  Dr.  Carl  E.  Brinkley,  Jr.,  Pastor, 
will  serve  as  host. 

The  election  will  be  historic  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  GBSC.  The  new  President  will 
be  the  first  President  elected  in  this  centu- 
ry and  millennium  to  serve  the 
Convention.  It  is  important  for  all  church- 
es to  pre-register  and  to  get  your  messen- 
gers certified.  Election  Kits  are  in  the 
mail.  If  your  church  does  not  receive  its 
materials  or  if  you  have  questions  please 
call  Baptist  Headquarters,  800-639- 
GBSC.  Make  your  plans  now!  Voting  is 
important  and  we  encourage  full  partici- 
pation in  the  election  process. 

I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  say 
how  much  I  have  enjoyed  working  with 
Dr.  John  D.  Fuller,  Sr.,  President;  Dr. 
Charles  T.  Bullock,  Vice  President  at 
Large;  Dr.  John  H.  Grant,  First  Vice 
President;  Dr.  Howard  Parker,  Second 
Vice  President;  Reverend  N.  T.  Davis, 
Third  Vice  President;  Dr.  Nilous  Avery,  11, 
Fourth  Vice  President  and  other  GBSC 
officers  the  past  four  years.  Also, 
Presidents  Dr.  Jasper  Reed,  Congress  of 


Christian  Education;  Mr.  Charles 
Fletcher,  Ushers;  Dr.  Leonzo  Lynch, 
Minister's  Council;  and  Mr.  Jarvis 
Morgan,  Laymen's  League*',  have  all  been 
successful  leaders  during  their  four-year 
terms.  During  the  Session  in  Fayetteville 
we  will  close  out  these  terms. 

WHY  VOTING  IS  IMPORTANT! 
"No  vote  No  voice" 

Introduction 

Voting  in  elections  decides  who  serves 
the  city,  county,  state,  nation,  and  the 
GBSC,  In.  Elected  persons  are  responsi- 
ble for  vision,  voice,  mission  and  mes- 
sage of  various  bodies.  So  your  vote  is 
your  direct  link  with  the  service  and  lead- 
ership you  receive.  Your  vote  makes  a  dif- 
ference. If  you  choose  not  to  vote  your 
opinion  has  no  effect  on  how  things  are 
run.  You  are  expressing  your  democratic 
feelings  by  voting.  You  are  making  your 
point  and  position  clear. 

I  want  to  encourage  all  Moderators 
and  Pastors  to  encourage  their  people  to 
VOTE.  We  want  you  to  vote  for  new 
GBSC,  Inc.  officers  but  we  must  also 
VOTE  in  the  upcoming  North  Carolina 
Statewide  elections  November  5,  2002. 
There  are  many  statewide  races  that  will 
affect  us  all  from  the  new  Senator  to 
replace  Jesse  Helms  to  open  seats  on  the 
Supreme  Court  and  Court  of  Appeals. 

People  vote  for  many  reasons... 

Some  reasons  are  based  out  of  a  sense 
of  duty  or  obligation,  some  are  based  on 
citizenship  and  patriotism,  some  are  about 
having  a  say  in  how  we  are  governed, 
some  are  about  trying  to  support  a  cause 
or  defeat  something  we  object  to,  and 
some  are  as  simple  as  habit  or  family  tra- 
dition. There  are  many  good  reasons. 

We'd  like  to  discuss  some  of  the  argu- 
ments for  voting.  If  you  are  already  plan- 
ning on  voting,  then  these  reasons  may 
reinforce  how  important  your  trip  to  the 
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ballot  box  is  to  you.  And  if  you're  sitting 
on  the  fence,  not  sure  whether  it's  worth 
it  to  participate  in  the  process,  then 
maybe  these  reasons  will  motivate  you. 

The  Fight  for  the  Right  to  Vote: 

One  of  the  strongest  reasons  to  vote, 
emotionally  and  culturally,  is  that  voting 
is  a  right  that  was  long  denied  to  us  all. 
The  nation  was  founded  on  the  belief  that 
citizens  had  a  right  to  a  voice  in  govern- 
ment and  that  "taxation  without  represen- 
tation is  tyranny". 

Despite  the  principles  of  democracy 
that  were  established  in  the  Constitution 
and  Declaration  of  Independence,  many 
Americans  were  still  denied  a  voice  in 
government.  First  only  wealthy  white 
land  owners  could  vote,  then  President 
and  North  Carolina  native  Andrew 
Jackson  extended  the  vote  to  all  white 
males.  Voting  was  denied  to  African- 


American  men  until  1870  (when  the  15'" 
Amendment  to  the  Constitution  was  rati- 
fied). Women  of  all  races  were  denied 
the  right  to  vote  until  1920.  Even  after 
the  right  to  vote  had  been  constitutionally 
given,  many  people  were  kept  from  vot- 
ing due  to  unfair  state  laws  such  as  poll 
taxes,  literacy  tests,  and  rules  that  said 
you  could  vote  only  if  your  grandfather 
was  allowed  to  vote.  Not  until  the  1960's 
were  these  barriers  finally  banned.  Voting 
rights  were  denied  to  18-20  year  olds 
until  the  26'"  Amendment  to  the 
Constitution  was  ratified  in  1971. 

Many  great  Americans  of  all  races  and 
gender  fought,  and  in  some  cases  died, 
trying  to  win  the  basic  right  for  a  voice  in 
how  they  were  governed.  Though  many 
people  in  America  today  take  this  right 
for  granted,  keep  in  mind  that  millions  of 

See  CONVENTION,  Page  2 


Change  For  Change 
Dr.  Archie  Logan,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Clydia  Hill,  Rev.  James  Richardson  thank  you! 
Watts  Chapel  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 
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CONVENTION,  Cont'd  From  Page  1 

people  today  are  still  disenfranchised  - 
that  is,  they  are  not  allowed  to  vote  -  in 
many  countries  for  the  same  reasons. 

The  Principle  of  Equality: 

Our  government  is  a  democratic 
republic,  which  guarantees  that  the  people 
have  the  right  to  elect  those  who  represent 
them.  This  has  survived  in  America 
despite  numerous  challenges.  This  sur- 
vival was  no  accident.  The  principle  that 
all  citizens  are  created  equal  and  all 
deserve  a  government  of  the  people,  by 
the  people  and  for  the  people  separates 
us  from  many  other  governments  in  the 
world.  It  has  been  the  willingness  of  men 
and  women  to  serve  in  the  Armed  Forces 
and  to  defend  the  country  and  the  ideals  it 
stands  for  -  freedom,  liberty  and  justice 
for  all  —  that  has  kept  democracy  alive 
in  America.  Voting  is  both  the  simplest 
yet  single  most  important  act  that  the 


average  citizen  can  perform  to  show 
respect  for  those  who  fought  to  defend 
our  system  of  governance. 

A  Voice  in  How  You  are  Governed: 

Perhaps  the  most  common-sense  rea- 
son to  vote  is  to  have  your  say  in  select- 
ing the  individuals  who  will  make  the 
tough  choices  that  affect  us  all.  Each  year, 
governments  of  all  levels  decide  how  to 
spend  billions  of  tax  dollars.  If  you  are 
concerned  about  funding  for  public 
schools,  about  water  and  air  quality  in 
your  community,  about  the  quality  of  the 
roads  in  your  neighborhood,  or  about 
almost  any  other  issue  involving  the  allo- 
cation of  public  funds,  then  become  an 
informed  voter  Only  a  small  number  of 
Americans  who  could  vote  actually  turn 
out  to  do  so.  Who  will  be  elected  if  you 
do  not  express  your  opinions  through 
your  vote?  What  opinions  will  they  rep- 
resent? 


Make  Government  and  Politicians 
Accountable: 

This  is  especially  important  in  a  state 
like  North  Carolina,  where  all  laws  must 
be  approved  by  the  legislature.  Some 
states  allow  citizens  and  organizations  to 
have  direct  votes  on  laws,  which  has  pros 
and  cons.  It  helps  regular  citizens  have  a 
direct  voice  in  government,  but  it  also  can 
allow  special  interests  to  help  pass  laws 
that  the  government  might  have  blocked. 

In  North  Carolina,  legislators,  policy 
makers,  and  candidates  deserve  your  clos- 
est scrutiny.  Elected  officials  are  far  more 
likely  to  be  attentive  and  responsive  when 
citizens  show  their  interest  in  how  public 
policy  is  shaped,  and  exercise  their  right 
to  hire  and  fire  their  Congressperson, 
State  Senator,  or  County  Commissioner 

There  are  many,  many  candidates 
bearing  all  political  stripes  who  have  cho- 
sen to  run  for  public  office.  The  system 
runs  best  when  as  many  people  as  possi- 


ble participate  in  the  selection  of  these 
individuals.  Only  then  can  the  cream  rise 
to  the  top.  When  you  Go  Vote,  you  will 
be  doing  one  small  part  of  your  duty  as  a 
citizen,  and  at  the  same  time  honoring 
those  who  have  fought  and  died  to  guard 
your  right  to  a  democratic  system  of  gov- 
ernment. So  Go  Vote! 

Conclusion 

Moderators  and  Pastors,  please  see 
that  members  of  your  Associations  and 
congregations  are  registered  to  vote  in  the 
November  5,  2002  election.  Voter  educa- 
tion is  important!  Call  your  local  board 
of  elections  to  find  out  how  to  get  your 
people  registered.  Everyone  1 8  years  and 
older  can  vote.  Once  registered  it  is 
important,  Moderators  and  Pastors,  that 
you  see  that  members  of  your  Association 
and  congregations  GO  VOTE.  Plan  now 
for  November  5,  2002!  ■ 


GENERAL  BAPTIST  BOOKSTORE 

Place  your  orders  today  for  Christian  Literature.  Robes.  Bibles. 
Hymnals  and  2002  Vacation  Bible  School  Materials: 

919-839-2211  .  919-836-0061 
Fax  919-821-7466  .  800-639-(GBSC) 

GENERAL  BAPTIST  BOOKSTORE 

603  South  Wilmington  St.,  Raleigh,  NC  27601 


VISA 


The  General  Baptist  Convention  now 
accepts  MASTERCARD  or  VISA 
www.gbsc.org 

Call  for  more  information:  800-639-GBSC 
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OCTOBER  27 -31,  2002 
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HOST  CHURCH:  MT.  OLIVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
118  JOHNSON  STREET 
FAYETTEVILLE,  NORTH  CAROLD^A 

HOST  PASTOR:  REVEREND  CARL  E.  BRINKLEY 
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THEME: 


"By  the  word  of  truth,  by  the  power  of  God,  by  the  armor 
of  righteousness..."  (II  Corinthians  6:7j 


HOLIDAY  INN  BORDEAUX 

1707  OWEN  DRIVE 
FAYEnEVILLE,  NC  28304 
SINGLES  &  DOUBLES 
910-323-0111 
$72.00  +  TAX 


HEADQUARTERS  HOTELS 


THE  COMFORT  INN 
1922  SKIBO  ROAD 
FAYEHEVILLE,  NC 
SINGLES  &  DOUBLES 
910-867-1777,  800-537-2268 
$65.00  +  TAX 


RADISSON  PRINCE  CHARLES 
450  HAY  STREET 
FAYEHEVILLE,  NC 
SINGLES  &  DOUBLES 
910-434-4444 
$70.00  + TAX 


DEADLINE  -  SEPTEMBER  27, 2002 


MASTERCARD  /  VISA 


Four  Phenomenal  Years 


Dr.  John 
Fuller 


By  Reverend  Dennis  Leach  B.S.  M.Div. 

On  the  28'-  day  of  October,  1998,  in 
Durham,  North  Carohna,  the  Marriott 
Center  Hotel,  Dr.  John  D.  Fuller,  Sr.  was 
elected  as  the  1 8th  President  of  the 

General  Baptist 
State 

Convention  of 
North  Carolina, 
Inc.  Because  of 
his  already  out- 
standing record 
of  leadership 
support  of  the 
Convention  and 
its  unified  mis- 
sion objectives 
and  his  reputa- 
tion as  a  proven 
  ministry  per- 
former, his  candidacy  went  virtually 
unopposed.  Thus  began  four  phenomenal 
years  of  prolific  presidential  service. 

Dr.  Archie  D.  Lx)gan,  Jr.,  the  Executive 
Secretary  Treasurer  of  the  Convention  has 
labeled  President  Fuller  the  new  millenni- 
um man,  and  says  that  his  tremendous 
tenure  spans  and  bridges  the  gap  between 
two  millenniums  and  two  centuries.  He 
remarked  that  this  distinction  makes  Dr. 
Fuller  the  last  and  the  first  President  of 
both  the  century  and  the  millennium. 
Executive  Secretary  Treasurer  Logan  says 
President  Fuller  has  far  exceeded  the 
demands  of  his  office  by  being  one  of  the 
most  traveled  Presidents  in  the  history  of 
the  Convention,  preaching  and  lecturing 
across  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  state. 
In  addition,  he  has  actively  promoted  and 
supported  the  Convention's  health  care 
and  foster  care  initiatives.  Enough  cannot 
be  said  of  the  President's  commitment  to 
the  success  of  our  organization,  from  his 
willingness  to  subsidize  the  position  of 
the  Assistant  to  the  President,  to  the  fact 
that  the  Lewis  Chapel  ChurclTTias  given 
$563,497.32  (five  hundred  sixty-three 
thousand,  four  hundred  ninety-seven  dol- 
lars and  thirty-two  cents)  to  the 
Convention's  unified  programs  during  his 
Presidency.  In  addition  the  Union 
Association  of  which  his  church  is  a 


member  has  been  the  leading  Association 
in  contributions  to  the  Convention.  Dr. 
Logan  says  the  Convention  has  some- 
times struggled  to  maintain  its  buoyancy 
economically,  and  churches  like  Lewis 
Chapel  have  helped  to  keep  it  afloat. 

The  financial  record  and  contributory 
books  of  the  Convention  show  that  the 
Lewis  Chapel  Church  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Dr.  John  D.  Fuller,  Sr.  has  been  a 
major  benefactor.  President  Fuller  was 
suited  and  gifted  for  Christian  leadership, 
in  that  he  has  built  an  undeniable  legacy 
when  it  comes  to  putting  his  ministry  dol- 
lars where  his  doctrinal  mouth  is.  This 
can  be  seen  on  the  economic  ledgers  of 
ministerial  institutions  worldwide.  This  is 
evident  from  his  support  of  the 
Fayetteville/Cumberland  County 
Ministerial  Alliance,  Union  Baptist 
Association,  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Inc.,  the 
North  Carolina  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ,  the  American  Baptist  Churches  of 
the  USA,  the  National  Baptist  Convention 
USA,  Incorporated,  the  Lott  Carey 
Foreign  Mission  Convention,  and  the 
Baptist  World  Alliance.  The  Lewis  Chapel 
Baptist  Church  was  the  leading  contribut- 
ing church  to  the  National  Baptist 
Convention  USA  Incorporated  in  the  min- 
utes of  the  recent  annual  meeting  held  in 
Philadelphia.  To  say  that  John  D.  Fuller, 
Sr.  thinks  outside  of  the  box  is  an  under- 
statement, he  is  a  mission-oriented  min- 
istry renaissance  man.  In  terms  of  his 
ministry,  where  you  see  him  today,  he 
will  not  be  there  tomorrow,  because  king- 
dom building  for  him  involves  progress 
which  sometimes  can  mean  embracing 
change. 

Several  principles  have  guided 
President  Fuller's  Christological  ministry 
posture,  from  his  early  experiences  as  a 
preacher  in  rural  Georgia  to  a  promise  he 
made  to  God  about  his  future.  His  experi- 
ences have  made  him  a  consummate 
friend  and  confidant  of  clergy  around  the 
globe.  At  the  forefront  of  his  ministry 
motif  has  been  his  ideology:  "the  church 
is  not  the  church  unless  it  gives  itself 
away",  and  "the  church  should  always 


Hanging  With  Mr.  Cooper 

Custom  Clothiers 
Larry  J.  Cooper 

President/CEO  •  1-800-266-7515  •  Fax  949-260-2099 
5000  Birch  St.,  West  Tower,  Suite  4000,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92660 


move  forward  and  never  backwards". 

When  no  ojie  thought  it  possible, 
President  Fuller  has  literally  performed 
miracles.  Under  his  leadership  and  with 
God's  help  and  guidance,  he  has  trans- 
formed a  rural  church  in  the  small  enclave 
of  Fayetteville  into  a  ministry  giant. 

A  preview  of  his  presidential  leader- 
ship style  and  abilities  could  be  seen  in 
his  proactive  progressive  pastoral  leader- 
ship of  the  Lewis  Chapel  Baptist  Church 
of  Fayetteville.  President  Fuller  has 
served  as  the  senior  pastor  of  the  Lewis 
Chapel  congregation  since  the  summer  of 
1973.  Under  his  pastorate  the  church  has 
blossomed  tremendously  in  terms  of  out- 
reach and  in-reach  ministries  locally, 
statewide,  nationally,  and  internationally. 
And  it  has  grown  from  a  small,  close-knit 
group  of  less  than  one  hundred  members 
and  an  annual  budget  of  eight  thousand 
dollars,  to  more  than  three  thousand 
members  and  an  armual  budget  well  over 
three  million  dollars.  A  plethora  of  min- 
istries have  grown  up  under  his  inspired 
leadership  to  include  a  senior  citizens  liv- 
ing complex,  food  closet,  economic  sup- 
port to  colleges,  seminaries.  Mission 
groups,  health  groups  and  other  helping 
agencies.  The  Lewis  Chapel  Church  also 
provides  provisions  of  loans  for  small 
business  start-ups  (for  its  members), 
scholarship  to  all  students  (members) 
going  to  college,  a  care  clinic  for  medical 
and  dental  treatment  for  the  uninsured,  a 
four-star  licensed  Child  Care  Center,  and 
Interfaith  Hospitality  Network.  Purposely, 
a  substantial  amount  of  the  church's 
budget  is  allocated  for  mission  work  on 


the  state,  national,  and  international  lev- 
els. With  the  earned  support  and  backing 
of  his  local  church  (Lewis  Chapel),  John 
D.  Fuller,  Sr.  accepted  the  presidential 
mantle  of  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Inc. 

With  an  eye  on  the  past  but  a  focus  on 
the  future,  this  forward  thinking  visionary 
began  to  move  the  Convention  towards 
vital  and  viable  ministry.  Working  in  tan- 
dem with  Dr.  Logan,  Convention  officers, 
as  well  as  appointees,  and  other  auxiliary 
leaders.  President  Fuller  set  the 
Convention's  ministry  agenda  course.  His 
understanding  and  concern  about  the  sin- 
gle most  important  item  to  the  African 
American  family,  and  community  as  a 
whole,  led  him  to  appoint  a  Housing 
Committee  Chairman,  Dr.  Thurman  B. 
Everett,  who  was  then  tasked  to  produce 
and  provide  a  manual  on  purchasing  your 
first  home.  That  manual  was  distributed  to 
Conventioneers  free  of  cost  at  the  Mid- 
Year  Session  held  in  Oxford,  North 
Carolina,  in  May  of  2000. 

On  the  cusp  of  his  first  year,  a  natural 
disaster  would  literally  and  figuratively 
set  the  high  water  mark  of  his  presidency. 
Perhaps  Floyd  would  have  dwarfed  a  less- 
er leader,  but  Fuller  worked  well  under 
pressure  and  showed  remarkable  emer- 
gency management  skills  in  rallying  this 
faith  community.  In  September  of  1999 
hurricane  Floyd  struck  the  eastern  portion 
of  North  Carolina  destroying  homes  and 
places  of  worship.  Many  constituent 
churches  of  the  Convention  were  hard  hit, 
and  many  or  their  parishioners  were  left 
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Only  10%  made  the  grade. 

How  did  your  insurance  company  do? 
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WOMEN'S  CONVENTION  NEWS 


2002  Youth  Evangelism  Conference 


By  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  Brodie 

(THE  UNION  HAS  HAD  TO 
CHANGE  THE  FACmiTIES 
BECAUSE  OF  CIRCUMSTANCES.) 

On  Saturday,  November  2,  2002,  at 
9:00  A.M.,  the  Annual  Youth  Evangelism 
Conference  of  the  Woman's  Baptist  Home 
and  Foreign  Missionary  Convention  will 
convene  at 
Northwest  High 
School  in 
Littleton,  hosted 
by  the  Halifax 
County  Union, 
Mrs.  Audrey 
Battle, 
President. 

Youth  (along 
with  supervi- 
sors, pastors, 
and  parents)  of 

  churches, 

unions,  auxiliaries,  and  district  confer- 
ences should  come  to  this  event.  Youth 
need  to  bring  their  Bibles,  and  a  liberal 


Dr.  Priscilla 
Brodie 


offering,  and  pray  to  be  filled  with  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

Supervisor  Ellender  LeMay  and  the 
Youth  Department  envision  a  very  excit- 
ing session.  The  session  will  include 
singing,  praying,  youth  speaking,  sharing 
of  life  experiences,  preaching  and  teach- 
ing evangelism  from  a  youth's  point  of 
view. 

Directions  to  the  Youth  Evangelism 
Conference 
Northwest  High  School 
Littleton 

"...Check  and  make  sure  the  road  still 
exists....  This  is  only  to  be  used  as  an 
aid  in  planning." 

Directions  Coming  From  Raleigh 

Start  on  1-440 
Continue  on  1-440 

Take  Exit  13  (New  Bern  Avenue/US  64) 
Continue  on  US  64/New  /Bern  Avenue 
Take  the  1-95  North  Exit 
Merge  onto  1-95  North 
Continue  on  1-95  North 


GBSC  Is  Available  To  Work 


With  Churches 


By  Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr. 

Greetings!  The  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  is 
available  to  work  with  your  church  during  the  time  you  do  not  have  a 
Pastor.  We  will  work  with  the  Deacons  and  other  officers  to  provide 
guidance  as  you  search  for  a  new  pastor  to  lead  your  church. 

Some  of  the  things  we  offer: 

•  We  have  ordained  Baptist  ministers  available  to  assist  the  Deacons  in 
carrying  out  the  Church  Ordinances:  Lord  Supper  and  Baptism. 

•  We  have  ordained  clergy  who  can  serve  as  an  "Interim  Minister"  in 
your  church. 

•  Some  suggested  workshops: 

/  How  To  Select  An  Interim  Pastor? 

/  How  To  Call  A  Pastor? 

/  How  Much  Should  We  Pay  Our  Pastor? 

/  Church  Administration 

/  How  To  Plan  A  Church  Budget 

/  Effective  Bible  Study 

/  EvangeUsm  Classes 

/  Special  Training  For  Deacons/Trustees 

/  Christian  Education  Planning 

/  Church  Development 

/  Please  call  if  you  are  interested  in  any  of  these  services! 
/  1-800-639-GBSC  (4272) 


g, 


Dr.  Julias 
McDonald 


Take  Exit  168 
Turn  left  on  NC- 
903 

Then  Turn  Left 
on  NC-48 
The  school's 
address  is  8492 
Hwy  48 
Littleton,  NC 
27850 

Directions 
Coming  From 
Fayetteville  and 
Surrounding 

Areas: 

Start  on  1-95  North 

Continue  on  1-95  North 

Take  Exit  150  (NC-33  towards  Whitakers) 

Turn  left  on  NC-33 

Turn  right  on  NC-4/NC-48 

Continue  on  Roanoke  Avenue 

Continue  on  NC-4/NC-48 

The  school's  address  is  8492  Hwy  48 

Littleton,  NC  27850 

Directions  Coming  From  Warrenton 
and  Surrounding  Areas: 

Start  on  US-158  Business 

Turn  right  on  US- 158 

Turn  right  on  NC-903 

Turn  Right  on  NC-48 

The  school's  address  is  8492  Hwy  48 

Littleton,  NC  27850 

Directions  Coming  From  Durham, 
Charlotte  and  Surrounding  Areas: 

Take  1-85  North 

Take  Exit  220 

Bear  Right  on  Ramp 

Turn  Left  on  US-1 

Turn  right  on  US-158 

Turn  Right  on  NC-903 

Turn  Right  on  NC-48 

The  school's  address  is  8492  Hwy  48 

Littleton,  NC  27850 

Directions  Coming  From  Wilmington 
and  Surrounding  Areas: 

Start  on  1-95  North 

Take  Exit  168  (NC-903  towards  Halifax) 

Turn  Left  on  NC-903 

Turn  Left  on  NC-48 

The  school's  address  is  8492  Hwy  48 

Littleton,  NC  27850 

Directions  Coming  From  Elizabeth 
City  and  Surrounding  Areas: 

Start  on  US-17/US-158 

Continue  on  US-17/US-158 

Turn  Left  on  US- 13 

Turn  Right  on  US-158 

Bear  right  on  Sycamore  Street 

Turn  right  on  East  l"'  Street 

Continue  on  West  2""  Street 

Continue  on  2"='  Street/W  2""  Street 

Continue  on  Roanoke  Rapids  Road 

Continue  on  US-158 

Turn  left  on  Smith  Church  Road 

Continue  on  NC-125 

Continue  on  Smith  Church  Road 


Turn  Left  on  NC-48 

The  school's  address  is  8492  Hwy  48 

Littleton,  NC  27850 

"...Check  and  make  sure  the  road  still 
exists....  This  is  only  to  be  used  as  an 
aid  in  planning." 

Lodging  for  the  Youth  Evangelism 
Conference 

Holiday  Inn,  Roanoke  Rapids  -  12  miles 

-  136  Sheraton  Drive,  Roanoke 
Rapids  - 

Rate:  Approximately  $67  -  $119.00 

Best  Western,  Roanoke  Rapids  -  14  miles 

-  Interstate  95  at  South  Route  4, 
Roanoke  Rapids  -  Rate: 
Approximately  $54  -  $60 

Hampton  Inn,  Roanoke  Rapids  —  13  miles 

-  1914  Julian  R.  Allsbrook  Hwy., 
Roanoke  Rapids  -  Rate: 
Approximately  $61  -  $67 

The  rates  shown  above  may  not 
include  taxes,  service  charges,  fees, 
extra  person  charge,  or  any  other  inci- 
dentals. Please  contact  the  hotels  to 
verify  rates  and  availability  immediate- 


INSTITUTE  WORKERS' 
CLINIC 

On  Saturday,  October  12,  2002,  at 
10:00  A.M.,  at  Baptist  Headquarters,  will 
be  the  annual  workshop  session  for  and 
with  the  corps  of  WBH&FMC  certified 
institute  workers.  All  of  the  certified  per- 
sons are  requested  to  come  and  share  in 
this  event. 


PRAYER  MONTH  FOR 
CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

October  is  the  month  set  aside  to 
emphasize  prayer  for  the  Shaw  Divinity 
School  and  Shaw  University. 


BAPTIST  WORLD  DAY  OF 
PRAYER 

Baptist  women  across  the  world  will 
gather  at  different  locations  to  pray  on 
Monday,  November  4,  2002.  This  prayer 
ministry  is  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Baptist  World  Alliance  (BWA)  Women's 
Department.  Free  prayer  materials,  while 
quantities  last,  are  available  here  at  the 
office.  ■ 


'Baptist  Informer 
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homeless.  This  catastrophe  forever  broad- 
ened the  Convention's  mission  focus  to 
now  include  a  housing  emphasis  that 
went  beyond  mere  dialogue. 

In  the  wake  of  the  disaster,  President 
Fuller  called  an  emergency  meeting  gal- 
vanizing Conventioneers  to  secure  funds 
and  to  begin  distribution  of  those  funds 
and  other  resources  to  local  area  pastors 
and  families.  The  scope  of  that  effort 
would  grow  tremendously  to  also  include 
an  initiative  in  Princeville,  the  oldest 
black  township  in  the  nation,  that  had 
been  virtually  under  water  for  nearly  two 
weeks.  Because  of  his  influence. 
President  Fuller  was  able  to  call  on  the 
state  Laymen's  League  President  Jarvis 
Morgan,  and  over  the  next  three  years 
Laymen  from  around  the  state  marched 
into  PrinceviUe  with  hanuners  in  hand, 
assisting  in  the  ongoing  recovery  efforts. 

On  President  Fuller's  watch,  to  this 
date,  after  securing  land  and  while  part- 
nering with  the  Baptist  Convention  of 
North  Carolina  (Southern  Baptist),  the 
Convention  has  been  able  to  build  five 
houses  in  Princeville.  Additionally,  the 
Convention  has  received  ($887,500.00) 
eight  hundred  eight-seven  thousand  five 


hundred  dollars  in  grants  from  various 
partnering  institutions.  Housing 
Committee  Chairman  Thurman  Everett,  a 
Fuller  appointee  working  with  Dr.  Logan 
in  the  wake  of  Floyd,  organized  a  historic 
housing  banquet  that  has  grossed  over 
($475,000.00)  four  hundred  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars  in  three  years.  The 
speakers  have  included  Martin  Luther 
King  TLl,  Attorney  Willie  Gary,  and  the 
Reverend  Al  Sharpton.  This  year  (2002), 
the  Honorable  William  Jefferson  Clinton, 
former  President  of  the  United  States,  has 
been  invited  to  address  Conventioneers. 
In  addition,  the  GBSC  Housing  Ministry 
is  recognized  at  the  Presidential  and 
Congressional  level  as  one  of,  if  not  the 
leading,  faith-based  initiative  in  the 
world. 

President  Fuller  saw  great  promise  in 
two  other  presidential  appointees.  Dr.  H. 
C.  Miller,  Chairman  of  Evangelism,  and 
Dr.  Leonzo  D.  Lynch,  Chairman  of  the 
Ministers  Council,  and  in  conjunction 
they  would  bring  to  the  state  of  North 
Carolina  some  of  the  greatest  preaching 
voices  and  academicians  of  our  times. 
Among  those  gracing  Convention  pulpits 
and  lecterns  alike  were:  Dr  H.  Beecher 
Hicks,  Dr  Robert  Smith,  Dr  A.  Lincoln 
James,  Dr  Regretta  Burruss-Johnson,  Dr 


William  Augustus  Jones,  Dr  Faye  Gunn, 
Dr  A.  Wendell  Mapson,  Dr  Susan 
Johnson  Cook,  Dr.  Mack  King  Carter,  Dr 
Charles  Boothe,  Dr.  John  Kinney,  Dr 
Alee  Griffin,  Dr  Yvonne  Best,  Dr 
Benjamin  S.  Baker,  Dr  A.  Russell 
Awkard,  Dr  H.  Devore  Chapman,  Dr 
J.D.  Ballard,  Dr  William  J.  Flippin,  Dr 
Johnny  Freeman,  and  Rev.  Claude 
Alexander  In  addition,  during  President 
Fuller's  tenure,  the  "Dean  of  black 
preachers"  himself,  Dr  Gardner  C. 
Taylor  often  graced  Convention  pulpits 
with  electrocutionary  excellence.  To  close 
out  "four  phenomenal  years"  Dr  William 
J.  Shaw,  President  of  the  National  Baptist 
Convention  USA  Incorporated,  will 
preach  during  Dr  Fuller's  Presidential 
Hour  at  the  Annual  Session  to  be  held  in 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina, 
October  27'"- 31". 

As  the  sun  sets  on  the  "ministerial-ly" 
productive  administration  of  President 
Fuller,  the  work  he  has  done  over  the 
course  of  four  years  on  behalf  of  kingdom 
building  speaks  volumes  of  God's  gift  of 
grace  that  rests  upon  his  life.  Over  the 
course  of  four  years,  the  sailing  on  the 
ministry  seas  of  this  Convention  was  not 
always  smooth,  and  like  most  administra- 
tions, this  one  has  also  periodically  expe- 


rienced turbulent  waters.  But  like 
Nicodemus  said  to  Jesus:  "Rabbi,  we 
know  that  thou  art  a  teacher  come  from 
God:  for  no  man  can  do  these  miracles 
that  thou  doest,  except  God  be  with 
him".  President  Fuller,  you  can  close  this 
chapter  of  your  ministry  knowing  that 
God  has  been  with  you  helping  you  to  do 
his  work.  Like  an  Olympian,  you. 
President  Fuller,  have  raised  the  bar  of 
excellence  in  ministry  for  this  Convention 
to  an  unsealed  height  with  your  vision 
and  generosity.  The  history  books  of  this 
body  will  forever  show  a  luminous  bril- 
liance between  October  28*",  1998,  and 
October  30'\  2002. 

As  you  bid  us  farewell  as  our 
President,  carry  with  you  the  same  assur- 
ance that  Job  exhibited  when  he  said: 
"Also  now,  behold,  my  witness  is  in 
heaven,  and  my  record  is  on  high". 
President  Fuller,  be  assured  what  you 
have  done  for  God  within  this  faith  com- 
munity will  forever  be  recorded  in  the 
archives  and  aimals  of  glory,  and  you  will 
have  your  reward.  The  host  of  heaven  has 
taken  note,  and  the  Convention  has  been 
made  the  better  because  you  have  passed 
this  way.  ■ 


The  Wooten  School  of  Music 

Invites  You  to  'Tut  Music  in  Your  Life'^  in  2002 

Learn  to  Play  Gospel  Music 

A  unique  style  of  playing  chords  to  accompany  your  favorite  tunes. 
Even  at  the  end  of  your  first  lesson.  We  guarantee! 

*  No  prior  experience  necessary 
We  guarantee  results  at  the  end  of  your  first  lesson  *  Morning,  noon  or  night  classes 
*  SPECIAL  COURSE  -  "Improving  Your  Present  Style  of  Playing" 

Classes  begin  soon!  Beginning  Advanced  Intermediate  Classes 


For  additional  information  write:  THE  WOOTEN  SCHOOL  OF  MUSIC 
1003  W.  5th,  Greenville,  NC  27834 
orcaU  Studio,  919-757-1023  Home  919-757-1135  -Ya'll  Come! 


Clergy!  Layman! 

Do  you  need  someone  to  conduct  a  Financial  Management  Workshop? 
Give  a  keynote  address  on  vital  economic  interest  in  the  African  American  Community? 
Or  design  a  special  workshop  taOor  made  to  your  needs?  Look  no  further!  Contact: 

API  &  ASSOCIATES 

P.O.  Box  471423 
Charlotte,  NC  28247 
1-800-535-6576  local  704-543-6525  fax  704-543-5575 


OTHER  SEMINAR  TOPICS: 
ANGER  MANAGEMENT  •  STRESS  MANAGEMENT  FOR  WOMEN 
AFRICAN-AMERICAN  fflSTORY  •  MANAGING  DIVERSITY  IN  THE  WOEIKPLACE 


President;  Dr.  James  P.  Wooten  -  Professor,  Toastmaster,  Keynote  Speaker 


Just  Off  the  Press  ...  Latest  Release  of 

GBSC's  Bible  -  Price  $49.95 
Leather  Bound 

Check  out  the  General  Baptist  Bookstore  for  New  Releases  at 

919-839-2211 
1-800-627-1690  •  Fax  919-839-2266 


VICE  PRESIDENT'S  NEWS 


To  Serve  the  Present  Age 


News  From  the  Foreign  Field: 
The  Lott  Carey  Convention 


By  Charles  Bullock 
Vice  President  At  Large 

The  Convention,  through  its  churches 
and  associations,  is  called  to  serve  the 
present  age.  The  church,  a  body  of  believ- 
ers who  have  trusted  Jesus  to  become  His 
body,  is  the  means  by  which  His  Spirit 
lives  and  influ- 
ences our  lives 
and  the  lives  of 
others. 

We  could  even 
affirm  that  the 
church  is  the 
responsive  and 
responding 
community  in 
which  Christ  is 
received  and 
accepted,  hon- 
ored and  glori- 

  fied  to  the 

extent  that  the  gospel  is  preached,  the 
good  news  of  God's  love  is  proclaimed, 
and  His  love  expressed  to  all  humanity 
regardless  of  race  or  gender,  denomina- 
tion or  culture. 

Having  served  as  fourth,  third,  and 
first  vice  president  and  presently  serving 
as  vice  president  at  large  of  our  great 
convention,  I  have  been  privileged  to 
obtain  a  relevant  and  first  hand  perspec- 
tive of  the  structural,  the  spiritual,  the 
programmatic  and  the  financial  state  and 
status  of  our  convention.  I  know  that  it  is 
vitally  important  that  the  president  and 
other  elected  officials  be  accountable  for 
the  spiritual,  programmatic,  developmen- 
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tal,  financial  and  overall  welfare  of  the 
convention.  This  includes  the  continued 
development  of  projects  now  in  progress 
such  as  the  JJ  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly, 
the  projects  in  Princeville  and  Navassa  as 
well  as  the  other  convention  objectives 
and  programs.  Having  been  an  active  part 
of  this  convention  for  many  years,  the 
record  will  certify  my  commitment  and 
stewardship. 

Our  convention  has  the  responsibility 
of  "Equipping  and  Encouraging  the 
Church  to  serve  this  Present  Age"  and 
therefore  must  offer  a  versatile  ministry 
and  program  to  meet  the  needs  of  our 
auxiliaries,  churches  and  associations. 
Included  in  my  platform  are  the  following 
goals: 

Accountability.  Be  accountable  for  con- 
tributions sent  for  state  mission  and 
and  other  objectives  getting  to  the 
designated  ministries  and  objectives 
in  a  reasonable  amount  of  time. 
Accountability  is  of  utmost  impor- 
tance in  order  to  equip  and  encourage 
the  church  to  serve  this  present  age. 

Responsive  and  Reciprocal.  For  those 
who  have  asked,  "What  is  the  local 
church  getting  from  the  conven- 
tion?",- we  shall  provide  more 
resources  to  pastors,  the  laity, 
churches,  auxiliaries  and  associa- 
tions. This  will  include  resources 
such  as  leadership  guides,  legal 
counsel,  loan  information  and 
Christian  education  materials.  Not 

See  SERVE,  Page  7 


From  Dr.  Howard  W.  Parker,  Jr. 
2nd  Vice  President 

The  following  article  was  written  by 
Dr.  David  Emmanuel  Goatley. 

Since  its  founding  in  1897,  Lott  Carey 
has  been  a  boundary  breaking,  big-step- 
ping, world-embracing  outreach  of 
African 
American 
Christians. 

Through  a 
contribution 
ft-om  yourself  or 
your  church, 
you  can  be  a 
part  of  this 
effective,  spiri- 
tually sensitive 
missionary 
effort.  Lott 
Carey  will  help 
you  break  free. 
Lott  Carey  will  help  you  reach  out.  Lott 
Carey  will  help  you  better  connect  to  the 
joyful,  worldwide  community  of  God. 

In  the  last  few  years,  as  Lott  Carey's 
chief  executive,  I've  traveled  widely 
around  our  world.  I've  interacted  with 
Lott  Carey's  dynamic  mission  partners  in 
places  like  Guyana,  India,  Jamaica, 
Kenya,  Liberia,  Nigeria,  South  Africa, 
Zimbabwe  and  more. 

We've  laughed  together,  danced 
together,  prayed  together  and  worked 
together.  How  I  wish  you  could  meet 
them!  From  their  stories,  I  know  what  a 
difference  Lott  Carey  makes.  That's  why 
I'm  asking  you  to  join  me  as  a  contribut- 
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ing  partner.  Lott  Carey  will  stretch  your 
steps.  Lott  Carey  will  enrich  your  soul. 
Lott  Carey  will  strengthen  your  hands.  In 
sort,  Lott  Carey  will  coimect  you  and 
your  congregation  with  an  empowering 
God  who  is  even  now  at  work  breaking 
through  the  evil  and  injustice  of  our 
world. 

Preaching,  teaching,  healing,  feeding, 
caring  for  others,  these  are  Lott  Carey's 
agenda.  With  you,  we're  responding  to 
the  global  HTV/AIDS  crisis  that  is  ravish- 
ing sisters  and  brothers  in  Africa. 
Everywhere  we  go,  we  'do'  the  gospel 
while  helping  build  a  new  generation  of 
Christian  leaders  around  the  world. 

When  you  contribute  to  Lott  Carey, 
your  money  goes  far.  We're  focused. 
We're  honest.  And  we  don't  get  distract- 
ed. From  the  beginning,  Lott  Carey  has 
been  mission,  pure  and  simple. 

I  believe  we  practice  the  best  steward- 
ship of  money  that  you  will  find  any- 
where. We're  a  worldwide  outreach  that 
you  and  your  congregation  can  be  proud 
of.  Won't  you  join  us  as  we  link  arms 
with  sisters  and  brothers  around  the  world 
to  spread  and  do  the  good  news  of  Jesus? 

Everybody  is  somebody  with  Lott 
Carey! 

Together,  we'll  break  through  the 
walls.  Together,  we'll  feel  the  Spirit's 
power.  And  together,  we'll  know  the  truth 
of  that  old  song,  "He's  got  the  whole 
world  in  His  hands". 

I'm  ready  for  God's  anointing.  What 
about  you?  ■ 


,^1 


From  the  Desk  of  the  Fourth  Vice-President 


By  Reverend  Nilous  M.  Avery,  II  —  M.  Div. 
"To  all  (in  the  General  Baptist  Family) 
who  are  loved 
by  God  and 
called  to  be 
saints:  "Grace 
and  peace  to 
you  from  God 
our  Father  and 
from  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ" 
(Romans  1:7, 
NTV).  As  we 
press  on  to  our 
Annual  Session 
gathering  in 
Fayetteville 
beginning 

October  27'\  I  continually  pause  to  thank 
God  for  all  of  you,  "because  your  faith  is 
being  reported  all  over  the  world" 
(Romans  1:8b).  My  tenure  as  your  Fourth 
Vice-President  winds  down  with  a  heart 


Rev.  Nilous 
Avery,  II 


full  of  gratitude  and  a  mind  that  is  made 
up  to  go  on  in  the  Lord. 

I  ask  for  your  prayers  and  support  as  I 
seek  to  become  Second  Vice-President  of 
this  great  body,  by  the  grace  and  will  of 
God.  This  convention  stands  on  the 
threshold  of  blessings  abundant  through 
the  power  of  God.  Our  mountaintop  view 
of  promised  land  possessions  should  not 
result  in  a  stagnant  spirituality.  God  has 
promised  empowerment  for  those  who  are 
faithful.  General  Baptists,  we  can  experi- 
ence the  power  that  is  ours  in  Christ 
Jesus. 

Power  is  a  word  that  is  used  often  in 
our  world.  We  are  familiar  with  "power 
plays"  and  "power  dunks"  in  athletics.  We 
eat  "power  bars"  for  energy  while  on  the 
go.  We  install  power  locks,  power  brakes, 
power  windows,  etc.  in  our  automobiles. 
Our  children  watch  Power  Ranger  car- 
toons and  movies.  We  use  "power  points" 
in  professional  presentations.  Our  church- 


es apply  the  word  power  to  add  punch  to 
our  ecclesiastical  gatherings. 

How  does  the  word  power  apply  to 
our  spiritual  lives?  In  the  New 
Testament,  there  are  two  forms  of  the 
word  power: 

•  Dunamis:  the  ability,  the  force,  the 
energy  to  do  or  act.  It  literally  means 
powered  by  power,  transforming  power. 

The  focus  of  this  word  is  the  transfor- 
mation (change)  that  comes  in  order  to 
glow,  grow,  and  go  when  this  power  is 
present !  (see  Acts  1:8) 

•  Kratos:  the  power  that  is  able  to  over- 
come resistance  (see  Hebrews  2:14). 

This  also  refers  to  overcoming  the 
power  of  death.  This  word  indicates  that 

God's  glorious  might  is  needed  for 
growth  as  a  result  of  the  many  challenges 
that  confront  our  spiritual  advancement. 

In  other  words,  Christ's  power  must 
become  tangible  and  visible  in  our  lives 
in  order  to  glow,  grow,  and  go  in  the  will 
and  work  of  God! 

God  provides  us  with  POWER  TO 
AA^OW  (Ephesians  1:17-20;  3:18-19), 
POWER  TO  WALK  (Colossians  1:11), 
and  POWER  TO  SERVE  (2 
Thessalonians  1:11).  We  are  called  to  be 


fruit-bearers  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ. 
True  fruit-bearers  possess  inward  divine 
power  that  transforms  lives  and  over- 
comes obstacles  to  ministry. 

Our  opportunity  to  be  witnesses  of 
God's  transforming  power  is  here.  It  is 
located  in  Oxford,  N.  C.  where  our 
Central  Children's  Home  is  waiting  to 
hear  from  you!  The 
children/youth/staff/volunteers  there  are 
proof  that  God's  power  transforms  lives 
and  overcomes  obstacles.  General 
Baptists,  we  are  in  position  to  impact  the 
world  with  a  commitment  to  the  Central 
Children's  Home.  Accept  the  challenge 
today  by  contacting: 

•  Mr.  Michael  Alston,  Executive 
Director,  Central  Children's  Home  (919) 
693-7617;  (919)  693-1213;  (919)  693- 
3963  -  Fax;  or  E-mail: 
cch@gloryroad.net 

•  Rev.  Nilous  M.  Avery,  H,  4"'  Vice- 
President/GBSC  (704)  637-0954;  (704) 
633-6227;  (704)  637-1 137  -  Fax;  or 
E-mail:  averyrevkin@aol.com 

The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  be  with 
you  all.  Amen.  ■ 
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The  New  Pastor's  Corner 


Laymen's  League  News 


"The  Seasons  of  Change" 
By  Rev.  Sandra  Holland-Trotter 
Pastor/Shiloh  Temple  of  Faith 
Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina 

David  was  the  second  king  of  Israel,  a 
king  chosen  by  God  himself.  As  a  boy, 
David  was  trained  to  tend  to  his  father's 
sheep.  He  lived  in  Bethlehem  with  his 
family.  David  was  the  youngest  of  his 
family.  He  was  anointed  to  be  king  at  the 
age  of  seven- 
teen. 

Nevertheless, 
that  did  not  put 
Pavid  in  the 
position  or  min- 
istry of  being 
king.  David  did 
not  make  his 
brethren  recog- 
nize him  as  a 
king.  David  did 
not  make  his 
name  cards  with 

  the  title  "King 

David".  He  did  not  make  a  statement 
declaring,  "I  have  been  prophesied  a 
kingship  calling  and  have  been  anointed 
to  be  a  king."  It  was  seventeen  years  later 
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before  he  had  a  partial  fulfillment  of  that 
prophesy.  He  was  made  king  over  the 
tribe  of  Judah  when  he  was  thirty  years 
old,  but  it  was  more  than  seven  years 
after  that  before  he  became  king  over  all 
Israel.  He  had  a  twenty-four  year  process 
of  going  from  "called  to  be  a  king  -  to 
being  a  king".  There  is  a  preparation 
stage  that  the  chosen  of  God  must  go 
through.  David  was  a  great  warrior.  He 
was  a  courageous  champion  and  a  great 
soldier.  David  had  to  endure  seasons  of 
change. 

In  order  to  channel  the  season  of 
transformation  in  our  lives  we  must  leam 
to  celebrate  change.  "On  the  way  to  cele- 
brating that  change  is  a  road  called 
patience  and  a  place  called  time."  In  order 
to  endure,  we  must  first  be  willing  to 
change  individually.  Change  formulates 
in  our  mind.  In  order  to  change  our  mind 
we  must  first  change  our  heart.  Change 
comes  from  the  inside  out.  "He  who 
rejects  change  is  the  architect  of  decay. 
The  only  human  institution  which  rejects 
progress  is  the  cemetery."  (Harold 
Wilson) 

God  has  chosen,  charged  and  is  now 
~  See  SEASONS,  Page  1 1 


And,  I'll  See  You 
In  The  Morning 
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Baptist  Born 
Baptist  Bred 


Who  are  they? 
What  do  they  believe 
and  why? 

A  STUDY  FOR  CHURCH  MEMBERS 
Dr.  Serenus  T.  Chum,  Sr. 


Grace  and 
Peace:  "The 
Challenge  Is 
The  Same: 
Reach  The 
Masses"  (John 
12:32).  I  want  to 
thank  God  for 
the  privilege  to 
serve  as  the 
Laymen's 
League 

President  these 
past  four  years. 

  I  also  want  to 

thank  all  the  North  Carolina  Laymen  who 
supported  me  whenever  they  were  need- 
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ed.  When  the  Convention  called,  they 
were  there.  THANK  YOU! 

The  Baptist  Laymen's  League,  an  aux- 
iliary of  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina,  was  organ- 
ized December  14,  1947  at  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina. 
Since  our  beginnings  we  have  been  a  pio- 
neer in  lay-ministry  and  the  development 
of  church  servant-leaders.  I  am  proud  to 
say  that  the  Laymen's  League  is  still 
growing  and  going  strong  serving  the 
Lord. 

May  the  Lord  God  continue  to  bless 
our  endeavors!  ■ 


SERVE,  Cont'd  From  Page  6 

only  will  we  expect  to  generously 
receive,  but  we  will  also  appropriate- 
ly give. 

Reaching  Out.  To  encourage  and  reclaim 
the  pastors  and  churches  who  are  not 
curtent  contributors  and  supporters  of 
the  objectives  of  the  convention.  To 
also  reach  out  to  encourage  and  to 
invite  their  ideas  and  active  participa- 
tion. 

Resourceful.  Continue  to  encourage  and 
provide  for  Christian  education  and 
the  continued  spiritual  development 
for  all  of  our  churches  (rural,  urban 
and  city)  by  offering  classes  each 
time  our  parent  body  and  auxiliaries 
meet  and  providing  resources  persons 
for  workshops  for  the  local  church, 
unions,  districts  and  associations 
upon  request. 

Supportive.  Be  more  supportive  of  high- 
er education  and  the  spiritual 


development  of  our  youth  on  college 
and  university  campuses.  Encourage 
increased  support  for  Shaw 
University  and  Shaw  Divinity 
School. 

God  has  blessed  and  positioned  the 
General  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
North  Carolina,  Inc.  to  "Equip  and 
Encourage  the  Church  to  Serve  This 
Present  Age".  As  we  pray,  work  and  walk 
together  as  co-laborers  in  Christ,  we  will 
make  a  difference  as  we  positively  impact 
the  lives  of  those  in  our  communities  and 
world,  for  we  are  agents  of  change  serv- 
ing the  present  age. 

Your  prayers,  support  and  vote  wiU  be 
deeply  appreciated  as  I  prayerfully  seek 
the  office  of  president  of  the  General 
Baptist  State  Convention  of  North 
Carolina,  Inc.  during  the  Armual  Session 
in  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina,  October 
28-31,  2002,  at  the  Convention  Center. 
The  election  will  be  held  Wednesday, 
October  30.  God  bless!  ■ 


ATTENTION! 

PASTORS  &  PREACHERS  STOP!  &  ANSWER 

*  Is  your  schedule  busy? 

*  Do  you  find  yourself  laboring  hard  and  long  preparing  sermons? 

*  Would  you  find  yourself  laboring  long  and  hard  preparing  sermons? 

*  Would  you  like  to  get  the  material  that's  ready  for  the  pulpit? 

*  Would  you  like  to  have  material  that's  easy  to  read,  where  all  the  research  is  already 
done  for  you? 

Then  "SERMCO  MINISTERS"  is  your  solution. 

*  We  have  sermons  that  ADDRESS  ALL  OCCASIONS 

*  Each  sermon  is  easy  to  read 
(DOUBLE  SPACED  ON  SINGLE  SHEETS) 

*  Each  sermons  is  HOMILETICALLY  arranged 
(Introduction,  Exposition,  Come-Home,  and  Closing) 

*  Each  sermon  has  VERSES  OF  SONGS,  HYMNS  INSERTED 
(where  appropriate) 

*  Sermons  as  received  are  READY  FOR  THE  PULPIT 
with  minimum  amount  of  study  and  adjustments 

Single  copies  are  $5  each.  Anthology  (Book  of  26  Sermons)  Volume  I  and  Volume  II,  $75 
each.  Shipping  and  handling  charges  will  be  added  to  all  orders.  Catalogs  with  listings 
are  free  upon  request.  Direct  all  questions  and  answers  to: 

MT.  ARARAT  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  INC.,  2503  N.  MYRTLE  AVE., 
JACKSONVILLE,  FLA.  32209 

ATTN:  SERMCO  MINISTRIES,  PASTOR  D.A.  LATTIMORE,  JR. 


904-354-7893  (CHURCH) 


(FAX  904-354-5883) 


A  Christian  Education  Moment 


By  Dr.  Jasper  p.  Reed 

While  taking  a  few  days  to  reflect  on 
my  life  after  completing  four  years  as 
president  of  the  congress  of  Christian 
education  I  became  acutely  aware  of  a 

glaring  youthful 
problem.  We,  in 
my  community, 
are  witnessing 
an  increased  rate 
in  the  demise  of 
youthful  lives  at 
their  own  hands. 
This  problem  is 
either  in  your 
immediate  fami- 
ly, extended 
family  or  your 
church  family. 

  Somewhere 

nearby  it  is  lurking  and  waiting  for  an 
opportunity  to  raise  its  ugly  head.  We  are 
having  a  hard  time  to  get  our  young  men 
past  the  ripe  old  age  of  twenty-three.  It 
appears  that  there  exists  an  invisible  line 
demarcation  that  inhibits  the  age  of  matu- 
ration. 

I  am  attracted  to  the  works  of 
Solomon,  Ecclesiastes  12:1,  as  he  under- 
lines the  necessity  for  responsible  living 
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in  one's  youthful  life  when  he  said, 
"Remember  now  thy  Creator  in  the  days 
of  thy  youth".  I  was  disturbed  to  the  point 
that  I  called  for  a  council  meeting  with 
the  youngest  elements  of  my  immediate 
family.  My  son  and  his  beloved  both  in 
their  mid-twenties  responded.  My  ques- 
tions to  them  were:  what  is  missing,  how 
did  you  get  beyond  the  age  of  twenty- 
three,  and  what  can  we  do?  When  you 
ask  young  people  questions  prepare  your- 
self for  whatever  comes.  They  responded 
to  the  last  part  of  this  series  of  questions 
first.  According  to  them  Joshua,  chapter 
24  and  verse  15  is  the  answer.  "As  for  me 
and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord." 
Joshua  was  talking  about  serving  the  cre- 
ator that  Solomon  was  referring  to  in  his 
lesson  for  living  a  responsible  life.  In 
other  words  if  we  take  the  house,  which 
provides  for  the  home,  out  of  the  equation 
then  we  have  removed  the  equal  signs. 
Therefore  we  no  longer  have  an  equation. 
This  then  removes  the  possibilities  of  us 
compromising,  apologizing,  recognizing, 
and/or  negotiating  the  positions  taken  by 
each  of  us  in  an  attempt  to  arrive  at  a  suc- 
cessful solution  to  what  we  perceive  our 
problems  to  be. 

Finally,  this  marvelous  group  of  young 


folk  that  counseled  with  me  said  what  is 
going  on  in  the  house  makes  the  differ- 
ence. Moses  got  it  right  from  God.  In 
Deuteronomy  6:4-9  Moses  sought  to  get 
everyone's  attention  by  establishing  a 
truth  that  passes  from  generation  to  gen- 
eration. The  Lord  God  Almighty  is  totally 
unique.  He  alone  is  God  and  you  can  trust 
in  His  predictability.  Moses  reminds  us 
that  anyone  this  predictable  should  be 
loved  and  honored.  To  love  the  Lord 
means  to  choose  Him  and  to  put  Him  first 
in  our  lives  by  obeying  His  commands. 
His  basic  commands  are  to  love  Him  with 
all  of  our  hearts.  If  we  meditate  on  and 
keep  His  commandments  we  will  take  on 
the  aura  of  Him,  His  Son  Jesus  Christ, 
and  the  blessed  Holy  Spirit.  These  will  be 
our  guiding  principles  when  we  need 
counseling.  Especially  when  we  need 
help  in  problem  solving. 

So  parents,  grandparents.  God-parents, 
guardians,  and  mentors  our  burden  is 
when  to  begin  cultivating  this  dynamic 
love  relationship.  Solomon  said  do  it 
early.  Do  it  before  the  days  of  trouble 
come.  As  we  look  at  the  world  we  live  in, 
our  first  lesson  should  be  love.  Not  only 
should  we  teach  love  we  should  also  live 
it  so  when  the  young  in  our  lives  begin  to 


imprint  models  of  living  they  will  select 
the  right  one.  One  that  is  commanded  by 
God. 

A  Christian  Education  Moment  for  our 
YOUTH  and  Young-at-Heart  Quiz 
Dr.  Jasper  P.  Reed 

Reality  of  Physical  Death 

The  Promise  of  Death  Genesis  2: 17 
Death  due  to  sibling  violence  Genesis  4:8 
A  confession  about  death  to  his  wives 

Genesis  4:23 
He  lived  nine  hundred  and  thirty  years 
before  death  Genesis  5:5 

Who  lived  eighteen  years  less  than  his 
father?  Genesis  5:8 

Who  was  Enos  father  and  who  lived  the 
longest?  Genesis  5:11 

How  did  God  remove  Enoch  from  the 
earth?  Genesis  5:24 

How  long  did  Enoch's  father  live? 

Genesis  5:20: 
Who  lived  the  longest  before  death? 

Genesis  5:27 


Questions  People  Ask  About  Tithing 


By  Portia  H.  Brandon,  M.  Div. 
Christian  Education  Coordinator 

What  is  a  tithe? 

It  is  a  Bible  word  describing  the  first 
tenth  of  one's  income  as  property  right- 
fully claimed  by 
God.  Originally 
it  was  the  first 
bushel  out  of 
every  10  bushels 
of  grain,  the  first 
lamb  out  of  the 
1 0  lambs  bom, 
etc. 

It  is  the  clear- 
cut  standard 
established 
throughout  the 
Holy  Bible-  as  a 

  principle  by 

which  God's  work  is  financed.  Today  it 
amounts  to  10  percent  of  one's  regular 
income. 

Should  I  tithe  before  my  private  taxes? 
Yes! 

Should  I  give  the  whole  tithe  to  the 
church  where  I  am  a  member? 

Yes.  The  strength  of  every  local 
church  is  all-important!  Unless     it  gets 
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the  first  share  and  the  whole  share,  the 
base  of  operations  can  easily  be  eroded 
and  under-mined  by  competing  appeals 
from  other  worthy  causes.  "Bring  the 
whole  tithes  to  MY  storehouse"  (Malachi 
3:10). 

If  I  give  my  tithe  to  the  church,  what  do  I 
do  about  extra  appeals? 

That's  where  offerings  come  in.  The 
church  speaks  of  tithes  and  offerings — 
not  tithes  or  offerings.  Don't  worry...  You 
can't  out  give  God! 

I  am  operating  a  business  .  .  .  should  I 
tithe  my  salary  or  on  net  annual  business 
profits? 

You  tithe  regularly  on  your  salary.  At 
the  end  of  the  year,  you  supplement  this 
by  tithing  your  net  annual  business  prof- 
its. 

/  agree  tithing  is  the  right  thing  to  do,  but 
I  have  already  committed  my  income  and 
there  just  isn't  money  left  over  to 
pledge — What  do  I  do? 

Remember  the  principle:  Do  not  let 
past  mistakes  dictate  your  present  and 
future  decisions!  So,  if  you  have  not 
been  tithing,  do  not  continue  to  make  this 
mistake!  (1)  Release  yourself,  if  neces- 
sary, from  some  of  your  commitments. 


(2)  Do  not  continue  to  penalize  God's 
work  for  your  past  errors  of  financial 
judgement. 

/  have  been  in  real  desperate  financial 
straits.  I  may  even  have  to  go  into  bank- 
ruptcy. Can  you  honestly  and  sincerely 
ask  me  to  tithe? 

Yes!  You  need  a  miracle!  Begin  by 
getting  the  best  consultant  you  can.  God 
is  the  best  financial  consultant!  He  prom- 
ises to  give  you  the  wisdom  if  you  give 
him  his  tenth.  Ten  percent  is  a  small  fee 
to  pay  for  a  smart  consultant  that  can  pull 
you  out  of  the  woods! 

But...  I  would  like  to  tithe,  but  I  am  not 
sure  of  my  income! 

At  least  you  can  tithe  what  you  can 
expect  you  will  receive.  Thousands  of 
Christians  tithe  one-tenth  of  what  they 
would  like  to  receive  as  an  annual  salary 
or  income!  And  almost  invariably  they 
testify  that  their  annual  income  has 
climbed  up  to  their  hopes  on  which  they 
started  tithing  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year!   Unexpected  money,  bills  withheld 
that  they  anticipated,  and  surplus  income 
surprised  them  through  the  year! 

What  if  I  tithe  and  feel  I  have  made  a 
mistake  afterwards? 


You  won't!  And  if  you  should  be  the  first 
person  who  would  feel  this  way,  all  you 
have  to  do  is  ask  for  your  money  back. 
You'll  get  it! 

/  would  like  to  tithe,  but  I  am  not  sure  I 
agree  completely  with  the  way  all  of  the 
money  is  spent! 

Naturally!  No  single  person  com- 
pletely agrees  with  the  way  every  dollar  is 
spent  in  any  institution!  On  that  basis, 
you  would  give  to  nothing!  The  question 
you  must  ask  yourself  as  a  positive 
thinker:  Is  there  something  happening 
through 

this  movement  that  I  think  is  wonderful? 

Are  there  people  who  give  more  than  10 
percent? 

Yes,  many!  The  tithe  is  a  minimum 
standard  . .  .  not  an  ultimate  goal! 

Did  Jesus  ever  praise  people  for  tithing? 
No.  It  was  their  duty!  You  don't  praise 
people  for  what  they  are  supposed  to  do! 

Praise  is  only  earned  by  people  who 
go  beyond  the  call  to  duty!  And  Jesus  did 
that! 

He  praised  one  person  for  giving 
money  to  the  church.  That  was  a  poor 
widow  who  dropped  in  "everything  she 
had".  She  gave  100  percent!  ■ 


I 
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Reducing  Your  Medication  Costs 


Advice  from  Senior  PHARMAssist 
By  Gina  Upchurch,  RPh,  MPH 

One  of  the  major  concerns  facing 
many  older  adults  today  is  the  steady  rise 
in  medication  costs.  Although  seniors  rep- 
resent only  13%  of  the  U.S.  population, 
they  consume 
about  a  third  of 
the  prescriptions 
filled,  account- 
ing for  more 
than  40%  of 
prescription 
expenditures. 
Many  seniors 
are  confronted 
with  paying  for 
several  medica- 
tions while  liv- 
ing on  fixed, 

  limited  incomes. 

However,  when  medications  are  used 
safely  and  effectively,  they  are  probably 
some  of  the  most  cost-effective,  preven- 
tive care  tools  we  have  in  healthcare. 
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While  little  can  be  done  to  change  drug 
pricing  at  the  individual  level,  there  are 
ways  to  decrease  costs.  Here  are  some 
tips: 

Talk  to  your  Healthcare  Providers 

•  Have  your  prescribers  or  pharmacist 
review  your  medications  regularly  to 
make  sure  you're  not  taking  drugs  you 
don't  need  anymore.  Keep  an  up-to-date 
list  of  all  the  medicines  you  take,  includ- 
ing prescription,  over-the-counter,  and 
herbal  products.  This  might  prevent  harm- 
ful drug  interactions  or  taking  duplicate 
medicines. 

•  Make  sure  that  your  healthcare 
providers  know  if  you  are  struggling  to 
pay  for  your  medicines  and  ask  if  less 
expensive  medicines  are  available  and 
appropriate. 

•  Generic  versions  of  many  brand  name 
drugs  are  available.  A  generic  version  is 
the  same  medicine,  but  with  a  different 
name  and,  usually,  a  lower  price. 

•  For  drugs  taken  on  an  ongoing  basis  that 


are  not  likely  to  change,  you  can  save 
money  by  buying  prescriptions  in  larger 
quantities.  Ask  your  doctor  to  write  for 
several  months  supply. 

•  Ask  about  drug  samples  (especially  if 
this  is  a  new  drug  to  you),  non-drug  alter- 
natives, or  over-the-counter  options  that 
can  control  symptoms. 

Choose  a  Pharmacy  that  is  Right  for 
You 

•  Ask  the  pharmacy  if  they  offer  discount 
plans  for  seniors. 

•  Medication  prices  vary  at  different 
stores,  and  it  may  pay  to  compare  prices. 
"Discount"  drugs  are  not  always  the 
cheapest  ones,  since  the  price  may  have 
been  inflated  before  it  was  "discounted." 
However,  it  may  be  worth  paying  a  little 
more  if  you  find  a  pharmacist  you  trust 
who  looks  out  for  your  best  interests. 

•  Mail  order  or  on-line  Internet  pharma- 
cies are  most  appropriate  if  you  are  taking 
a  medication  on  an  ongoing  basis.  While 
you  may  save  direct  drug  costs,  you  will 


not  receive  the  face-to-face  counseling 
with  a  pharmacist,  which  can  be  critical. 

Learn  about  Available  Benefits 

•  Medicare  Part  B  covers  much  of  the 
cost  of  a  few  oral  cancer  and  anti-nausea 
medicines,  drugs  that  suppress  the 
immune  system,  medications  that  go  into 
nebulizers  (breathing  machines),  and  the 
strips  used  to  check  blood  sugar  levels. 

•  Medicaid,  some  insurance  companies, 
HMOs,  and  other  public  programs  may 
pay  for  some  or  all  of  the  cost  of  your 
medicine.  Check  the  fine  print  to  see  if 
you  have  a  medication  benefit  and  how 
much  your  co-payment  will  purchase.  For 
example,  in  North  Carolina,  the  Medicaid 
program  pays  for  up  to  six  prescriptions 
each  month  and  will  pay  for  more,  if 
deemed  medically  necessary.  Medicaid 
benefits  cover  up  to  a  34-day  supply  of 
each  medication.  Generic  prescriptions 
are  $1  each,  while  brand  name  medica- 

See  MEDICATION,  Page  12 


Faith  and  Fitness 


The  Status  of  Our  Health 

"Even  so  faith,  if  it  hath  not  works,  is  dead, 
being  alone" 

By  Charolette  H.  Leach,  M..  S. 

In  this  article,  we  will  continue  to  look 
at  the  status  of  the  health  of  African 
Americans,  with  our  focus  on  the  top 
cause  of  death  for  the  African  American 
population, 
which  is  heart 
disease.  We  are 
considering 
information 
from  the  Annual 
Health  & 
Fitness  Section 
of  the  July  2002 
issue  of  Ebony 
Magazine. 

As  a  reminder, 
approximately 
650  Aftican 

  American  deaths 

per  month  in  1999  were  contributed  to 
heart  disease. 

Does  heart  disease  give  any  warning 
signs  to  the  persons  who  develop  it?  Or 
does  a  person  suddenly  wake  up  at  the 
age  of  55  and  have  heart  disease?  The 
risk  factors  that  we  are  discussing  are  the 
warning  signs  that  need  to  be  acknowl- 
edged, heeded,  and  addressed.  Denial  will 
not  make  these  risk  factors  go  away. 

Last  month  our  focus  was  on  one  pri- 
mary risk  factor  of  heart  disease,  smok- 
ing. If  you  are  a  smoker,  and  you  choose 
to  continue,  the  development  of  heart 
problems  should  not  be  a  surprise  to  you. 
In  this  article,  we  will  take  a  look  at  an 
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additional  risk  factor,  high  blood  pressure, 
as  it  relates  to  heart  disease. 

Blood  pressure  is  the  force  of  blood 
against  the  walls  of  arteries.  Blood  pres- 
sure rises  and  falls  throughout  the  day, 
but  when  the  pressure  stays  elevated  over 
time,  it  is  called  high  blood  pressure.  Two 
numbers  make  up  a  blood  pressure  read- 
ing. The  systolic  pressure,  as  the  heart 
beats,  is  read  over  the  diastolic  pressure, 
as  the  heart  relaxes.  A  measurement 
would  be  written  as  120/80  mm  Hg  (mil- 
liliters of  mercury).  A  normal  systolic 
pressure  is  less  than  130  and  a  normal 
diastolic  pressure  is  less  than  85.  A  blood 
pressure  reading  to  strive  for  is  less  than 
120/80  and  a  consistent  reading  of  140/90 
or  higher  is  considered  high  blood  pres- 
sure. 

High  blood  pressure,  or  hypertension, 
has  no  symptoms,  but  is  the  most  com- 
mon form  of  cardiovascular  disease. 
Hypertension  causes  the  heart  to  work 
harder  than  it  should. 

Consider  some  facts  about  high  blood 
pressure:  Two  out  of  every  three  blacks 
will  develop  hypertension  by  the  age  of 
60  persons  with  high  blood  pressure  have 
an  80  percent  higher  stroke  mortality 
rate,  a  50  percent  higher  heart  disease 
mortality  rate,  and  a  320  percent 
greater  rate  of  kidney  disease  than  the 
general  population 

A  recent  survey  conducted  by  the 
National  Hypertension  Association  found 
that  there  is  a  low  awareness  among 
blacks  of  the  risks  associated  with  high 
blood  pressure.  The  survey  of  3,500 
African  American  adults  determined  the 


following  facts: 

One-third  did  not  know  their  blood 
pressure  levels 

One-half  did  not  know  the  risk  factors 
associated  with  high  blood  pressure 

85  percent  did  not  know  that  weight 
loss  could  help  to  lower  blood  pressure 

It  is  very  important  for  us  to  know 
what  our  blood  pressure  is.  It  is  very  sur- 
prising to  me  to  find  out  that  one-third  of 
the  adults  from  this  survey  did  not  know 
what  their  blood  pressure  was.  A  more 
important  question  about  blood  pressure 
is  what  we  do  with  the  information,  espe- 
cially if  it  is  determined  that  our  blood 
pressure  is  high. 

Fortunately,  treatment  of  high  blood 
pressure  involves  steps  that  are  beneficial 
for  many  chronic  illnesses.  Eating  a  prop- 
er diet,  low  in  fat,  cholesterol  and  salt, 
and  high  in  fiber  is  one  step  that  can  be 
taken.  Increasing  physical  activity  to  lose 
excess  pounds  can  also  help  to  lower  high 
blood  pressure.  Taking  medication  as  pre- 
scribed and  monitoring  your  pressure  can 
also  help  you  to  take  control. 

As  I  consider  the  health  of  Afiican 
Americans,  I  am  always  led  to  the 
Christian  community  and  how  the  family 
of  faith  is  responding.  What  steps  are 
Christians  taking  with  regard  to  health 
issues  that  are  under  our  control?  I  won- 
der what  we  are  doing  with  the  measure 
of  faith  that  God  has  given  us.  Yes,  faith 
is  needed  to  overcome  the  challenges  of 
life  and  health,  but  what  do  we  do  with 
what  we  read  in  the  book  of  James, 
Chapter  2.  Verses  14  through  26  remind 
us  that  faith  is  good  and  necessary,  but  is 


not  quite  enough. 

"But  wilt  thou  know,  O  vain  main, 
that  faith  without  works  is  dead?  Was 
not  Abraham  our  father  justified  by 
works,  when  he  had  offered  Isaac  his 
son  upon  the  altar?  Seest  thou  how 
faith  wrought  with  his  works,  and  by 
works  was  faith  made  perfect?" 
James  2:20  -  22 

Throughout  the  written  Word  as  we 
receive  comfort,  guidance  and  direction, 
we  find  hundreds  of  examples  of  persons 
who  had  to  add  works  to  their  faith  in 
order  to  succeed  and  to  be  in  the  will  of 
God.  Yes,  Abraham  was  tested,  but  it  was 
his  act  of  obedience  and  willingness  to 
sacrifice  Isaac  that  perfected  his  faith. 

My  husband  often  comments  that  God 
is  not  going  to  do  for  us  what  we  can  do 
for  ourselves.  God  will  help  us  to  receive 
knowledge,  and  we  will  be  nudged  and 
encouraged  by  his  Spirit  to  use  that 
knowledge  to  our  benefit  for  improved 
health,  but  it  is  our  responsibility  to  take 
action  and  add  the  works  to  our  faith. 

If  we  are  diagnosed  with  high  blood 
pressure  and  we  allow  our  faith  to  be  per- 
fected by  making  beneficial  lifestyle 
changes,  we  can  count  on  being  success- 
ful in  our  endeavors.  We  can  change  what 
we  eat  and  become  more  physically  active 
to  lower  our  blood  pressure  to  the  glory 
of  God.  Lowering  our  blood  pressure  will 
help  us  to  be  at  less  risk  for  heart  disease, 
and  will  save  us  from  a  lot  of  pain  and 
agony.  Take  these  steps  to  perfect  your 
faith  and  lower  your  blood  pressure, 
because  faith  without  works  is  dead.  Be 
Blessed!  ■ 
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Discipleship  for  the  Kingdom 
By  H.C.  Miller 

The  church  "bids  for  people"  in  its 
evangelization.  How  could  it  be  other- 
wise, since  the  church  is  entrusted  with 
such  good  news  for  the  world? 
Indifference  to  people,  lack  of  concern 
for  those  who 
do  not  know  the 
good  news  of 
the  reign  of 
God,  is  not  a 
faithful  disciple- 
ship. The 
church,  howev- 
er, does  not  bid 
only  "for  souls", 
but  for  people, 
real  people,  who 
are  called  to 
enter  into  the 

  reign  of  God  -  a 

multidimensional  reign  that  has  to  do 
with  the  totality  of  life  for  people. 

And  the  church  does  not  bid  for  peo- 
ple for  its  own  sake  for  church  growth. 
Church  growth  is  . never  the  aim  of  the 
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church,  but  the  fruit  of  its  witness  to  the 
kingdom,  the  outcome  of  the  ministry  to 
the  world,  the  Lord's  free  blessing.  The 
book  of  Acts,  after  describing  the  quality 
of  life  and  ministry  of  the  early  church, 
spells  out  God's  gift  of  growth:  "And  the 
Lord  added  to  their  number  day  by  day" 
(Acts  2:47). 

Discipleship  evangelization,  then, 
means  recruitment  -  an  invitation  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  blessings  of  the  kingdom, 
to  celebrate  the  hope  of  the  kingdom,  and 
to  engage  in  the  tasks  of  the  kingdom.  It 
means  recruitment  to  discipleship  in  the 
kingdom  and  for  the  kingdom. 

We  need  to  correct  the  almost-invinci- 
ble tendency  of  our  evangelization  to 
present  the  gospel  in  terms  of  "blessings" 
-  benefits  to  be  received,  answers  to  all 
our  questions,  remedy  to  all  our  evils, 
new  life  to  be  enjoyed,  a  future  state  to  be 
secured  -  without  at  the  same  time  pre- 
senting the  challenges,  demands,  and 
tasks  of  the  kingdom.  We  need  to  remem- 
ber Bonhoeffer's  warning  about  reducing 
"costly  discipleship"  to  "cheap  grace".  ■ 


Gerontology 


20'^  Annual  Pre-Conventional 
Banquet  of  the  High  Point  Education 
&  Missionary  Association,  Inc. 


Women's  Auxiliary 

Mrs.  Mattie  Walker,  Reporter 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary,  about  300 
diners  enjoyed  the  evening  at  the 
"Greensboro  Marriott  Downtown",  with  a 
scrumptious  meal,  lavishly  dressed 
evening  wearers  and  an  up-lifting  Key- 
Note  Speaker. 

Mrs.  Julias  McDonald,  President  of 
Woman's  Home  &  Foreign  Missionary 
Convention  of  North  Carolina,  pro- 
claimed the  good  new  of  "The  Price  Is 
Right".  She  ended  her  message  with  an 


inspiring  Testimony  that  brought  the  con- 
gregation to  the  floor  with  praises  and 
shouts  of  joy  and  gladness.  The  messen- 
ger and  message  were  heart  warming. 

President  Nancy  W.  Perry  presided  for 
the  evening,  and  the  Rev.  William  Hill,  of 
Locust  Grove  Baptist  Church  was  named 
"Man  of  the  Year".  Solos  and  music 
were  provided  by  associational  churches, 
as  the  same  of  such  with  the  ushers  of  the 
evening.  ■ 


FREE  ROBES  (with  minimum  order) 
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ByDr.  Elbert  Lee 

How  can  gerontology  help  to  con- 
tribute to  a  better  way  of  life  for  the  eld- 
erly? Dr.  Elbert  Lee,  a  consultant  to  the 
Institute  on  Gerontological  Ministries  and 
Services,  Shaw 
Divinity  School, 
seeks  to  provide 
answers  in  the 
discipline  of 
gerontology,  a 
program  that  he 
initiated  and 
conducted  for  a 
number  of  years 
at  the  school. 
From  biology, 
psychology, 
sociology,  eco- 

  nomics,  political 

theory,  medicine,  health  care  delivery, 
philosophy  and  religion,  facts  have  been 
collected  to  improve  the  quality  of  life  for 
the  aged.  Dr.  Lee  brings  his  insights  from 
these  areas  to  help  equip  students  for 
ministry  to  the  aged. 

It  is  Dr.  Lee's  contention  that  the 
Shaw  Divinity  School  is  in  a  unique  posi- 
tion, for  it  is  one  of  the  few  seminaries  in 
the  country  that  offers  a  curriculum  in 
gerontology  for  ministers  and  religious 
workers. 

Dr.  Lee  notes  that  there  is  a  faculty  of 
well-trained  personnel  in  ministry  that 
can  provide  for  services  to  older  adults, 
especially  so  among  blacks  involved  in 
local  parish  ministries.  The  program  of 
gerontological  ministries  developed  out  of 
the  interest  of  former  students,  who  saw 
the  need  for  receiving  some  formal  train- 
ing in  gerontology  and  geriatrics,  and  per- 
sons from  Wake  and  neighboring  counties 
who  saw  similar  needs. 

Today,  there  are  numerous  students 
enrolled  in  the  gerontology  program, 
thanks  to  the  hard  work  and  dedication  of 
Dr.  Lee.  We  salute  him  for  bringing  such 
an  outstanding  and  innovated  program  to 
the  Divinity  School. 

Doctors  study  the  illnesses  of  older 
people,  biologists  study  the  physical 
changes  aging  brings  to  the  cells  of  the 
body,  psychiatrists  study  mental  illness 
among  older  people,  psychologists  study 
age  changes  in  sensory  perception,  econ- 
omists study  the  income  requirements  of 
older  people,  architects  design  special 
housing  for  older  people,  and  the  sociolo- 
gists study  the  relationship  between  older 
people  and  their  society  and  culture. 
Almost  every  area  of  study  dealing  with 
man  or  his  needs  has  a  branch  which 
deals  with  older  man.  All  of  these  tiny 
branches  of  these  many  fields  come 
together  under  the  name  of  gerontology  - 
literally  the  logic  of  aging. 


There  are  four  related  but  separate 
aspects  to  the  study  of  aging.  The  biologi- 
cal aspect  deals  with  physical  aging  -  the 
body's  gradual  loss  of  the  ability  to  renew 
itself.  The  psychological  aspect  deals 
with  the  sensory  processes,  perception, 
motor  skills,  intelligence,  problem-solv- 
ing, understanding,  learning,  drives,  and 
emotions  of  the  aging  individual.  The 
biological  and  psychological  changes 
which  occur  with  advancing  age  coupled 
with  the  social  enviroiunent  of  the  indi- 
vidual produce  a  third  aspect  -  the  behav- 
ioral. This  aspect  of  aging  deals  with  atti- 
tudes, expectations,  motives,  the  self- 
image,  social  roles,  personality,  and  psy- 
chological adjustment  to  the  situation. 
Finally,  the  sociological  aspect  of  aging 
deals  with  the  society  in  vvhich  aging 
occurs,  the  influence  this  society  has  on 
the  aging  individual,  and  the  influence  he 
has  on  it.  The  older  person's  health, 
income,  work,  and  leisure,  as  these  relate 
to  his  family,  friends,  voluntary  associa- 
tions, and  religious  groups,  as  well  as  to 
society  in  general,  the  economy,  the  gov- 
ernment, and  the  community  are  all  part 
of  the  sociology  of  aging. 

These  four  aspects  of  aging  -  biologi- 
cal, psychological,  behavioral,  and  socio- 
logical -  are  all  interrelated  in  the  life  of 
any  older  person. 
Shaw  Divinity  School 

Institute  of  Gerontological  Ministries 

and  Services 

Motto  "Looking  at  Aging 

Professionally  and  Theologically" 
The  church  meeting  the  major  needs  of 

the  elderly 
The  Church  and  Gerontology  offers: 

A  Christian  perspective  on  aging. 

A  spiritual  pilgrimage. 

A  program  for  older  adults  in  the 
church. 

Community  concerns  for  the  aging  (a 
handbook  about  care  in  the 
home). 

Information  on  Home  Health 
Services. 

Evaluating  the  Quality  of  Home  Care 

Services. 
How  to  arrange  a  Homebound 

Person's  Environment. 
Setting  Goals  and  Objectives  for 

Church  Programs. 
Nutritional  concerns. 
This  program  will  feature  the  following: 
Physical  Fitness/Exercise  Program 
Theological  courses  will  be  offered 

at  the  Shaw  Divinity  School  for 

the  Master  Degree  and  Diploma 

Program. 
Support  Groups  for  certain  days  of 

the  week.  ■ 
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Pastor's  Appreciation  2002 


Nelson  Chapel  Baptist  Church 
Celebrates  135'^  Anniversary  with 
New  Pastor 


"Let  the  elders  that  rule  well  be  counted 
worthy  of  double  honour,  especially  they 
who  labour  in  the  word  and  doctrine." 
I  Timothy  5:17 

Best  Grove  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  Goldsboro,  North  Carolina,  ^yas 


Rev.  Joe  A.  Jackson 


the  site  of  a  gala  celebration  honoring 
God  for  their  Pastor,  the  Rev.  Joe  A. 
Jackson  in  his  Appreciation  Service  2002. 
The  celebration  began  with  the  morning 
worship  service  on  Sunday,  August  18, 
2002,  with  the  Rev.  Derrel  A.  Hughes  of 
Durham  as  the  guest  speaker.  He  gave  an 
inspiring,  dynamic  message.  The  Youth 


Choir  set  the  tone  for  the  service  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  was  very  vivid  from  the 
beginning  and  throughout  the  service. 
Rev.  Eszrah  Lofton  presided  and  he 
began  and  ended  with  praise  in  his  heart 
for  God's  goodness. 

The  celebration  continued  as  God 
again  met  us  in  His  holy  house  for  the 
3:00  RM.  worship  with  the  Rev.  Charles 
E.  Franklin  presiding.  All  were  wel- 
comed, our  honored  guests  introduced,  a 
"Reflection  of  Our  Pastor"  was  read. 
Greetings  were  given  by  Mayor  Alfonza 
King  of  the  city  of  Goldsboro.  The 
Afternoon  Speaker  was  Rev.  Dr.  Arthur 
Evans  of  the  Mount  Calvary  Missionary 
Baptist,  who  delivered  a  stirring  sermon 
which  was  enjoyed  by  all  in  attendance. 
Music  was  by  his  Church  Choir. 

As  presentation  of  gifts  were  offered 
the  Sanctuary  was  filled  with  an  abun- 
dance of  love  and  admiration.  Pastoral 
Remarks  were  given  by  Pastor  Jackson, 
who  expressed  his  gratitude  for  all  the 
support  and  participation  in  making  this 
celebration  a  memorable  occasion.  The 
Church  wished  that  Pastor  Jackson  con- 
tinue to  preach  the  word  for  many  years 
and  continue  winning  souls  to  Christ. 
Immediately  following  the  service,  a 
Reception  was  held  in  the  Dining  HaU. 

Family  members  attending  were  Sis. 
Barbara  Jackson,  the  Mother  of  the 
Pastor,  His  wife.  Sis.  Jacqueline  T. 
Jackson  and  their  four  children,  Christin, 
LaTonya,  Carl  and  Jeremy.  ■ 


By  Mrs.  Mary  Robinson  and 
Mrs.  Georgia  Ratliff  Alston 

Nelson  Chapel  Baptist  Church  of 
Louisburg,  NC,  Franklin  County,  will 
mark  several  new  beginnings  this  October 
when  they  celebrate  the  church's  ISS"^ 
Anniversary.  First,  recognizing  the  long- 
standing linkage  of  the  congregation  that 
spans  over  125  years,  and  earlier  this  year 
in  February,  Rev.  Emma  Pace  Solomon 
became  the  first  woman  to  pastor  this 
great  church  and  congregation.  To  God 
Be  The  Glory! 

Highlights  of  the  Installation  Service: 
Rev.  Emma  Pace  Solomon  is  married  to 
Deacon  Weldon  Solomon,  Jr.  She 
preached  her  initial  sermon  December  15, 
1996,  and  was  ordained  on  March  8, 
1998.  She  is  a  product  of  Franklin 
County,  employed  by  the  Franklin  County 
Public  School  System  as  Louisburg  High 
School  Guidance  Secretary  and  co-owner 
of  a  retail  shop.  Rev.  and  Deacon 
Solomon  are  members  of  Shady  Grove 
Baptist  Church  where  she  served  as  asso- 

SEASONS,  Cont'd  From  Page  7 

changing  us.  Change  is  that  characteristic 
that  brings  us  to  destiny.  How  can  we  get 
where  we  want  to  go  if  we  are  not  willing 
to  change  from  where  we  are?  How  will 
we  ever  see  the  future  if  we  are  deter- 
mined to  live  in  the  past? 

Many  religious  people  are  those  com- 
mitted to  social  justice  so  strong  in  doc- 
trine but  light  in  deeds,  much  on  creed 
but  light  on  conduct,  much  of  belief  but 
light  on  behavior,  much  on  principle  but 
light  on  practice. 

We  can  make  the  difference  if  we 
broaden  our  circle  of  relationships  and 
friendships,  seeking  the  fulfillment  of  all 
that  is  good  and  decent  within  us,  awak- 
ening later  possibilities,  potential  and 
travel  the  path  towards  change.  Our  lives 
should  become  part  of  a  widening  circle 
of  meaning  and  not  narrowing.  As  we 
develop  ethically,  morally  and  spiritually 
in  our  own  way,  we  will  make  contribu- 
tions to  the  changing  of  the  social  fabric 
in  our  lives  and  communities. 

We  need  to  actively  work  for  a  just 
society  through  the  integrated  sense  of 
being,  but  we  cannot  afford  to  just  wait 
for  someone  else  to  do  it,  it  must  begin 
with  us.  We  need  to  begin  to  live  and 
work  together  with  the  faith  that  we  are 
all  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  body  of 
Christ. 

Realizing  change  is  a  difficult  word 
for  some  to  accept,  but  it  is  one  we  must 
all  embrace.  Change  begins  with  a  seed. 
Everything  begins  with  a  seed.  Someone 
plants  a  small  acorn  and  it  becomes  a 
mighty  oak  tree. 


ciate  minister.  Young  Adult  Class  Sunday 
School  teacher.  Senior  Missionary 
President,  Assistant  Bible  Study  teacher, 
and  Secretary/Treasurer  of  the  North 
Carolina  Association  for  Women  in  the 
Ministry,  Inc. 

Rev.  Timothy  Walker,  Sr.  presided. 
Rev.  Solomon  was  escorted  by  Deacon 
Ervin  Clifton  and  Deacon  Solomon  was 
escorted  by  Mrs.  Mary  Rose  Clifton;  the 
daughters,  Ms.  Jacuetta  Wright,  Oxford, 
NC;  Ms.  Tammi  Wilkins,  Louisburg,  NC; 
and  Ms.  Teresa  Solomon,  Deland,  Fl; 
grandchildren,  Shavone,  Stephon, 
Marquis,  and  Tiara;  the  Nelson  Chapel 
deacons  and  their  spouses,  Deacon  and 
Mrs.  Joseph  L.  (Mariena)  Strickland, 
Deacon  John  Driver,  Jr.,  Deacon  and  Mrs. 
Booker  T.  (Sallie)  Driver,  Deacon  and 
Mrs.  James  (Bemice)  Egerton,  Deacon 
and  Mrs.  Sylvester  (Bemice)  Harris. 
Other  family  members  in  attendance  to 
witness  the  service  were  sister,  Ms. 

See  ANNIVERSARY,  Page  12 

The  small  kernel  of  com  is  planted.  It 
produces  two  comstalks.  Each  stalk  pro- 
duces two  ears  of  com.  Each  ear  of  com 
contains  over  seven  hundred  kemels  of 
com.  From  that  one  small  kemel  of  com, 
a  seed,  and  2,800  more  kemels  are  creat- 
ed. Look  at  a  seed  as  something  that  can 
multiply  and  become  more.  Love  is  a 
seed.  Money  is  a  seed.  Time  is  a  seed. 
Everything  you  possess  can  be  planted 
back  into  our  community  as  a  seed.  Seed 
faith  simply  means  to  plant  something 
you  have  for  a  specific  harvest. 

"The  one  that  created  the  world 
through  His  spoken  word,  directed  the 
stone  between  Goliath's  eyes,  parted  the 
red  sea  down  the  middle,  leveled  the 
walls  around  Jericho,  made  the  sun  stand 
still,  made  an  ax-head  float,  rained  fire 
from  heaven  and  brought  His  Son  back 
from  the  grave,  takes  delight  in  defying 
all  odds  as  He  alters  the  inevitable  and 
by-passes  the  impossible."  He  is  the  same 
one  who  is  able  to  do  exceedingly,  abun- 
dantly above  all  that  we  can  ask  or  think, 
according  to  the  power  that  worketh  in 
us.  (Ephesians  3:20) 

The  seasons  of  change  blow  in  many 
directions.  We  must  be  willing  to  change 
to  God's  way;  God's  will  and  rest  until 
God's  perfect  timing  is  manifested  in  our 
lives.  The  seasons  of  change  blow  over 
hurts,  disappointments  and  grief.  In  our 
ministries  we  will  have  aU  three  and 
more. 

If  we  wait  on  the  Lord  for  his  guid- 
ance and  direction  and  move  on  God's 
command,  the  seasons  of  change  will 
surely  come!  ■ 


Announces  Retirement 


Rev.  Dr.  Arthur  A.  Brown  celebrated 
his  retirement  from  North  View  Baptist 
Church,  South  Hill,  Virginia,  where  he 
served  for  thirty  years 
and  from  Saint  John 
Baptist  Church, 
Middleburg,  North 
Carolina,  where  he 
served  for  thirty-two 
years.  Both  retirement 
celebrations  were  well 
attended  and  dinner  was 
served.  Expressions  and 
remarks  were  given  on 
both  occasions  by  the 
visiting  ministers  and 
congregations  of  both 
church. 

Rev.  Dr.  John  H. 
Foster,  Pastor,  Shiloh  Baptist  Church, 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  was  the  guest  speaker 
for  the  Retirement  Celebration  from 
North  View  Baptist  Church,  and  Rev.  Dr. 


James  W.  Smith,  Pastor  of  Mount 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Bahama,  NC 
and  Moderator  of  Moderators  for  the 

convention,  was  the  guest 
speaker  for  the 
11  Retirement  Celebration 
^1  from  Saint  John  Baptist 
Church. 

Both  were  joyous  and 
happy  occasions.  Dr.  and 
Mr.  Brown  gave  remarks, 
thanking  everyone  for 
their  support  over  the 
years,  their  prayers  and 
presence  at  the  retirement 
celebration.  ■ 


Rev.  Dr.  Arthur  A.  Brown 


October  2002 


ADOPTION  AND  FOSTER  CARE  NEWS 


JACQUETTE 
Birthday:  September  8, 1986 

Introducing  Jacquette 

Jacquette's  foster  mom  says 
"Jacquette  is  a  beautiful  child  with  a  mag- 
netic personality.  There  is  never  a  dull 
moment  with  Jacquette— she  talks  a  mile 
a  minute!"  Jacquette  is  on  the  go  con- 
stantly with  her  step  team,  cheerleading, 
singing,  playing  drums  and  whatever  else 
she  can  squeeze  in.  She  is  in  her  school's 
R.O.T.C.  program  and  attended  R.O.T.C. 
camp  this  summer. 

MEDICATION,  Cont'd  From  Page  9 
tions  are  $3  apiece. 

•  Many  drug  manufacturers  have  "patient 
assistance  programs"  to  help  get  medi- 
cines to  people  who  cannot  afford  them. 
Each  company  has  different  guidelines, 
and  the  process  will  likely  involve  paper- 
work. Ask  your  doctor's  office  to  assist 
you  and  more  than  likely  -  the  medicines 
will  be  free  to  you  if  you  qualify. 

•  A  number  of  drug  manufacturers  have 
also  begun  to  offer  prescription  discount 
cards  to  seniors.  Just  like  the  patient 
assistance  programs,  benefits  and  guide- 
lines will  vary  by  company;  though  all 
such  cards  provide  at  least  a  15%  "dis- 
count." Examples  include: 
GlaxoSmithKline's  "Orange  Card," 
Novartis'  "Care  Card,"  Pfizer 's  "Share 


Adults  who  know  Jacquette  believe 
she  could  be  an  Honor  Student  if  she 
wanted.  She  gets  average  grades  and 
attends  regular  classes.  Jacquette  has 
made  a  good  adjustment  to  her  current 
foster  home  where  she  has  lived  for  sev- 
eral years.  Her  self-esteem  has  skyrocket- 
ed and  Jacquette  feels  good  about  herself 
and  the  progress  she  has  made. 

A  Family  for  Jacquette 

It  will  take  an  active,  involved  family 
to  keep  up  with  Jacquette  so  she  can  con- 
tinue to  pursue  her  various  activities  and 
interests. 

Jacquette  needs  a  family  that  will 
make  her  feel  wanted  and  accepted  and 
allow  her  good  feelings  about  herself  to 
grow.  She  will  benefit  from  lots  of  struc- 
ture and  supervision.  Jacquette  will  need 
to  stay  in  touch  with  her  brother,  who 
will  find  a  separate  adoptive  home.  (NC 
#092-884) 

For  more  information  on  these  chil- 
dren or  adoption  in  general,  please  call 
the  NC  Kids  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Network's  toll  free  Hotline  at  1-877- 
NCKIDS-1  (1-877-625-4371). 


Card,"  Lilly's  "Lilly  Answers  Card,"  and 
seven  companies  have  joined  to  offer  the 
"Together  Rx  Card." 

•  TRICARE  for  Life,  administered 
through  the  Department  of  Defense,  is  a 
healthcare  benefit  that  includes  prescrip- 
tion assistance  for  retired  military  work- 
ers and  their  families.  If  you  or  a  spouse 
retired  from  the  military  with  20  years  of 
service,  and  you  have  Medicare,  you  are 
probably  eligible  for  TRICARE.  For  more 
information  on  this  program,  go  to  their 
Web  site  at  www.tricare.osd.mil/ndaa  or 
call  1-888-DOD-LIFE. 

•  Veterans  Benefits  can  also  provide  cov- 
erage for  prescription  medicines  to  honor- 
ably discharged  military  personnel  who 
have  performed  at  least  90  days  of  active 
service.  In  order  to  qualify  for  prescrip- 


SIERRA 
Birthday:  November  12, 1986 


Introducing  Sierra 

Sierra  is  a  charming  young  lady  with  a 
beautiful  smile.  She  is  very  sociable  and 
loves  attention.  A  typical  teen.  Sierra 
likes  hanging  out  with  her  friends,  listen- 
ing to  music,  watching  movies,  shopping 
or  fixing  her  hair.  She  is  creative  and 

tion  benefits,  your  primary  care  must  be 
obtained  at  the  VA  Medical  Center. 

Finally,  the  state  of  North  Carolina  is 
about  to  launch  a  limited  prescription 
assistance  program  for  seniors  with 
incomes  up  to  200%  of  the  federal  pover- 
ty level.  The  program,  dubbed  "Senior 
Care,"  will  help  pay  for  medications  that 
treat  three  conditions:  diabetes,  cardiovas- 
cular disease,  and  breathing  problems  - 
including  asthma,  bronchitis,  and  emphy- 
sema. Seniors  who  qualify  will  pay  40% 
for  these  medicines,  and  the  State  will 
pay  the  balance,  with  a  combined  annual 
benefit  cap  of  $1,000.  There  are  no  pre- 
miums or  deductibles,  and  the  plan  will 
provide  participants  with  an  enrollment 
card  accepted  by  community  pharmacies. 
Seniors  who  participate  will  also  be 


artistic  with  a  talent  and  gift  for  drawing. 

Sierra  is  intelligent  and  attends  a  regu- 
lar classroom  at  school,  but  her  grades 
have  slipped  as  her  social  life  has  become 
more  important  to  her.  She  has  made 
progress  with  her  attitude  and  conduct, 
but  Sierra  needs  time  to  adjust  to  changes 
in  her  life  and  has  to  work  much  harder 
to  control  her  feelings  at  those  times. 
Medication  helps  her  keep  her  feelings 
balanced  and  her  actions  and  reactions 
appropriate.  While  she  is  not  currently 
sexually  active,  Sierra  does  take  birth 
control  because  of  previous  reports. 

A  Family  for  Sierra 

Sierra  will  need  a  family  that  is 
patient  and  understanding  about  her  past. 
A  strong  female  role  model  that  will 
teach  her  appropriate  attitudes  and  guide 
her  in  making  good  choices  would  be 
extremely  beneficial  to  Sierra's  future 
success.  She  would  do  best  as  the  only 
child  or  in  a  family  that  has  grown  chil- 
dren. (NC  #035-678) 


offered  free  medication  therapy  manage- 
ment, to  ensure  the  medicines  they  are 
taking  are  as  safe  and  effective  as  possi- 
ble. For  more  information  on  Senior  Care, 
go  to  the  N.C.  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services  Web  site  at 
www.dhhs.state.nc.us/aging/drugs  or  call 
1-800-662-7030. 

These  tips  are  furnished  by  Senior 
PHARMAssist,  a  Durham  nonprofit 
agency  that  provides  health  education  and 
financial  assistance  for  necessary  medi- 
cines to  Durham  senior  adults  with  limit- 
ed incomes.  If  you  are  65  or  older,  live  in 
Durham,  and  need  help  paying  for  your 
medicines  or  have  concerns  about  the 
medications  you  are  taking,  please  call 
Senior  PHARMAssist  at  (919)  688-4772. 
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Evangeline  Richardson  of  Wendell,  NC, 
and  brothers,  Rev.  Chester  Pace,  Bunn, 
NC,  Mr.  Ronald  Pace,  Raleigh,  NC  and 
Mr.  Nelton  Pace  and  Mr.  Edward  Pace, 
Louisburg,  NC. 

Several  musical  selections  were  per- 
formed by  the  TJR  Mass  Choir  of  Shady 
Grove  Baptist  Church  such  as  "Our  God 
Is  An  Awesome  God!",  "My  Help 
Cometh  From  the  Lord",  and  "I  Am  So 
Satisfied",  to  name  a  few.  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Clarence  LeMay,  Pastor  and  First  Lady  of 
Sandy  Fork  Baptist  Church  sang  "Lord 
Keep  Me  Day  by  Day,  In  A  Pure  and 
Perfect  Way",  as  a  dedication  to  his  friend 
and  classmate.  Rev.  Solomon. 

Rev.  Joyce  Hartsfield,  Associate 
Pastor,  Rocky  Branch  United  Church  of 
Christ,  gave  the  "Old  Testament"  scrip- 


ture from  Proverbs  31:10-31  followed  by 
Rev.  Rory  Sneed,  Associate  Minister, 
Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church,  offering  the 
"New  Testament"  scripture  from 
Ephesians  4: 1 .  Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev. 
Chester  Pace,  Associate  Minister,  Sandy 
Fork  Baptist  Church,  and  the  brother  of 
Rev.  Emma  P.  Solomon. 

The  program  continued  with  The 
Purpose  by  Sis.  Sallie  Driver,  Nelson 
Chapel's  Clerk.  Dr.  J.  C.  Harris,  Pastor, 
First  Baptist  Church,  Statesville,  NC, 
offered  remarks  on  "returning  to  his  home 
church  for  this  great  occasion"  and 
extended  the  offertory  appeal. 

Deacon  George  Thomas  of  Shady 
Grove  presented  the  speaker  of  the  hour. 
Rev.  Thomas  J.  Richardson,  Pastor,  Shady 
Grove  Baptist  Church.  The  Spoken  Word 
was  delivered  from  Esther  4:14-16  and 


the  topic  "If  Thou  Holdeth  Thou  Peace, 
Who  Knoweth  Whether  Thou  Has  Come 
To  The  Kingdom  For  Such  A  Time  As 
This". 

Rev.  Richardson  spoke  words  of 
encouragement  to  the  First  Family  and 
members  of  Nelson  Chapel  Baptist 
Church  letting  them  know  that  "before 
this  ceremonial  sermon  was  ever  planned 
to  join  pastor  and  church  there  first  was  a 
meeting  in  Heaven  between  Father,  Son 
and  the  Holy  Ghost".  He  spoke  on  being 
Holy  unto  God,  not  just  in  the  church  and 
that  this  was  a  marriage  celebration  to 
join  the  church  and  pastor  together  - 
those  whom  God  has  joined  together,  let 
no  man  or  woman  put  them  asunder. 

The  preached  word  reminds  us  that  the 
first  message  was  sent  by  a  woman  - 
Mary  -  who  wanted  to  know  "who  shall 


roll  away  the  stone?" 

His  sermon  concluded  with  specific 
instruction  for  Rev.  Solomon: 

Fight  on  -  If  God  be  with  you, 

Preach  it 
If  they  pay  you  -  Preach  it 
If  they  don't  pay  you  -  Preach  it 
If  they  shout  -  Preach  it 
If  they  don't  shout  -  Preach  it 
If  they  say  amen  -  Preach  it 
And  if  they  don't  say  amen  -  Preach 

it  anyhow! 
Other  ceremonial  participants  included 
The  Charge  to  the  Pastor  by  Rev.  Melton 
Johnson,  Pastor,  Rocky  Chapel  Baptist 
Church,  and  The  Charge  to  the  Church  by 
Rev.  Opie  Terrell,  Jr.,  Pastor,  Nutbush 
Baptist  Church.  Words  of  Encouragement 
were  offered  by  Rev.  Mary  Heggie, 

See  ANNIVERSARY,  Page  20 
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GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Conference 


By  Earl  Horton 

GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Director  of  Public  Relations 

The  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry  held  its  first  Western  Region 
Seminar  on  Saturday,  August  17"'  at 
Morning  Star  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Hickory,  where  the  Reverend  Dr.  Webster 
Lytle  serves  as  pastor. 

The  Reverend  Dr.  Lytle  and  church 
staff  welcomed  the  GBSC  Adoption  and 
Foster  Care  Ministry  with  open  arms.  The 
town  of  Hickory  and  surrounding  areas 

were  very  recep- 
tive of  the 
Seminars  being 
held  on 

Saturday.  People 
as  far  as 

Gastonia  attend- 
ed the  confer- 
ence wanting  to 
know  more 
information 
about  the  adop- 
tion and  foster 


Earl 
Horton 


care  process. 
Other  families 


wanted  to  get  in  depth  questions 
answered  and  felt  that  this  conference 
would  be  the  best  place  to  ask. 

Efforts  were  made  to  get  the  word  out 
to  the  public  through  the  media.  Sherbia 
Jones,  Western  Region  Coordinator  of  the 
Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry  was 
beneficial  of  providing  media  contacts  to 


Issues.  During  the  interview  radio  listen- 
ers were  inquiring  about  becoming  an 
adoptive  and  foster  care  parents.  Later 
that  day  Jones,  Horton  and  Tim  Shufford, 
an  adoptive  and  foster  care  parent  inter- 
viewed with  the  News-Observer  newspa- 
per (Newton).  Shufford  expressed  his  rea- 
sons why  he  became  an  adoptive  and  fos- 
ter care  parent.  He  stated  that  Jones  really 
played  a  huge  role  in  helping  him  see  that 
there  is  a  need  of  families  opening  their 
homes  to  children  with  no  one  in  their 
lives.  He  also  spoke  about  the  myths  that 
people  often  associate  with  adoption  and 
foster  care.  On  Friday,  Ms.  Jones,  Mr. 
Horton,  and  Dr.  Lytle  interviewed  with 
Charter  Communications  concerning  the 
conference.  Dr.  Lytle  spoke  very  highly 
of  the  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Conference  and  the  need  for  churches  to 
get  involved  in  recruiting  families  for 
children. 

The  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Seminar  went  successful.  GBSC/Bridges, 
Nay-Kel,  Catawba  DSS,  and  NC  KIDS 
made  presentations.  Dr.  Dorothy  Demby- 
Paige  presided  over  the  two-session  semi- 
nar and  thanked  everyone  for  attending. 
The  Reverend  Norman  T.  Davis,  4"'  Vice- 
President  of  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  NC,  Inc.  gave  the  greetings 
on  behalf  of  Dr.  Archie  Logan,  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  NC,  Inc. 

The  informational  seminar  was  excel- 
lent. The  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster 


Tim  and  Linda  Shufford  were  awarded  one  of  our  families  of  the  year  award.  They 
are  foster  and  adoptive  parents 


the  ministry  to  inform  them  of  our 
Seminar.  Jones  and  Earl  Horton  were 
interviewed  on  WHKY  Radio  Morning 
Show  to  discuss  the  seminar  with  host 
Hal  Rowe  on  Thursday.  Rowe  praised  our 
efforts  in  finding  families  for  children  in 
the  Child  Welfare  System.  He  asked  ques- 
tions ranging  from  the  process  of 
Adoption  and  Foster  Care  to  Diversity 


Care  Ministry  presented  first  of  the  need 
of  recruiting  families  and  churches  to 
adopt  or  foster  children  that  is  currently 
in  the  state  child  welfare  system.  The 
Reverend  G.  I.  Allison,  GBSC  Adoption 
and  Foster  Care  Committee  Chairman, 
The  Reverend  Anthonette  Wright, 
Director  of  Church  Relations,  and  Earl 
Horton,  Director  of  Public  Relations 


made  these  pre- 
sentations 
informative  and 
interesting. 

Our  partners 
NAY-KEL, 
headed  by 
Evelyn  Jervay 
also  made  a 
presentation  to 
discuss  their 
recruitment 
efforts  in  eastern 
North  Carolina. 
Deacon  Thomas 
Lewis,  who 
serves  as  church 
recruiter  and 
consultant  in 
Nash  and 
Edgecombe 
counties  for 
NAY-KEL  was 

very  sincere  in  expressing  their  efforts  of 
educating  families  about  adoption  and 
foster  care. 

Ms.  Sherbia  Jones  took  a  different 
approach  for  her  presentation  about  "Why 
Adoption  and  Foster  Care".  She  intro- 


Dr.  Dorothy  Paige  awards  Dr.  Webster  Lythe,  pastor  of  Morning 
Star  Baptist  Church  for  his  work  in  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 

duced  Shamar,  a  12-year-old  who  is  cur- 
rently living  in  a  group  home  waiting  to 
be  adopted.  He  gave  a  very  eloquent  and 
personal  account  of  wanting  to  be  adopt- 
ed. "When  I  go  to  college  I  don't  want 
my  permanent  address  to  be  the  group 
home  where  I  live,"  he  says.  This  honor 
roll  student  has  aspirations  of  becoming  a 
lawyer.  His  dream  is  to  have  "two  par- 
ents, at  least  a  father".  He  has  been 
placed  in  several  foster  homes  throughout 
his  young  life.  He  is  among  the  growing 
number  of  adolescent  children  who  have 
not  placed  with  a  family  because  of  their 
age  being  a  negative  factor.  Regina 
Roberts,  Catawba  DSS  Recruiter  added, 
"Infants  are  much  easier  to  adopt  because 
they  are  what  couples  want.  The  chal- 
lenge is  finding  good  families  for  teens.  If 
people  would  give  them  a  chance,  they 
would  find  they  are  very  polite,  articulate, 
and  good  people,"  Roberts  said. 

Mrs.  Roberts'  presentation  discussed 
the  process  that  singles  or  couples  would 
need  to  go  through  to  become  a  hcensed 
home  to  have  a  child  placed  in  a  perma- 

See  CONFERENCE,  Page  14 


Dr.  Dorothy  Demby-Paige  recognizes 
Sherbia  Jones  for  Western  Coordinator 
of  the  \fear 
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CONFERENCE,  Cont'd  From  Page  13 

nent  home  to  call  their  own.  The  training 
that  potential  singles  and  couples  go 
through  is  referred  to  as  MAPP  (Model 
Approach  to  Partnerships  in  Parenting). 
The  MAPP  training  classes  are  designed 
to  train  singles  and  couples  to  address  the 
needs  of  adoptive  and  foster  care  chil- 
dren. This  course  is  a  state-mandated 
course  in  order  to  become  foster  and 
adoptive  parent(s). 

NCKIDS,  a  statewide  recruitment 
agency  discussed  their  duties  of  following 
up  with  families  that  have  been  referred 
by  private  and  public  agencies.  Ms. 
Jeanne  Preisler,  Program  Coordinator  of 


NCKIDS  spoke  about  families  that  have 
inquired  about  adoption  and  foster  care 
by  phone  or  by  the  internet.  NCKIDS  is 
responsible  for  sending  families  pre- 
placement  assessment  packets  to  be  com- 
pleted and  returned  to  them  so  that 
County  Recruiters  can  have  this  informa- 
tion to  match  them  with  children  in  the 
system. 

The  seminar  concluded  with  a  ques- 
tion and  answer  session  for  the  audience 
to  ask  important  questions  that  need  to  be 
discussed  in  detail.  Some  of  the  partici- 
pants wanted  clarification  or  answers  that 
were  given  to  them  by  other  public  and 
private  agencies. 

The  second  session  of  the  seminar  was 


Attendees  during  seminar 


The  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Awards  Luncheon.  The  Reverend  Dr. 
Larry  Williams,  Senior  Pastor,  Harvest  of 
Hope  Family  Services  of  New  Jersey  was 
the  keynote  speaker.  He  gave  a  very  moti- 
vational speech  on  the  need  of  the  church 
getting  involved  in  adoption  and  foster 
care.  "It's  time  for  the  church  to  step  up 
to  the  plate.  The  church  has  an  obligation 
in  this  area,"  says  the  Reverend  Dr. 
Williams. 

After  the  Reverend  Dr.  Williams  con- 
cluded his  speech  the  GBSC  Adoption 
and  Foster  Care  Ministry  awarded  several 


families  for  the  love  and  support  of  pro- 
viding homes  for  children  in  Catawba 
County.  Those  awardees  were  Tim  and 
Linda  Shufford,  Glen  and  Daisy  Wright. 
Other  awards  were  given  to  Sherbia  Jones 
for  her  recruitment  efforts  in  the  Western 
Region  and  to  the  Reverend  Dr.  Webster 
Lytle  and  Congregation  of  Morning  Star 
First  Baptist  Church  for  the  efforts  of 
identifying  families  and  the  warm  hospi- 
tality of  hosting  the  Western  Region  con- 
ference. ■ 


The  Reverend  Dr.  Larry  Williams,  Senior  Pastor,  Harvest  of  Hope  Family  Services  of 
New  Jersey,  speaks  before  the  attendees  of  the  conference 


Attendees  during  the  Awards  luncheon 


Dr.  Dorothy  Demby-Paige  gives  appreci- 
ation to  Dr.  Williams  for  being  the 
luncheon  speaker 


Sherbia  Jones  awards  the  families  for 
their  efforts  in  adoption  and  foster  care 


GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry  Tidbits 


The  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry  will  be  hosting  its  Eastern  con- 
ference on  October  1 2'"  beginning  at 
10:00  AM  at  Sycamore  Hill  Baptist 
Church,  (1001  Hooker  Road,  Greenville, 
NC  27834)  where  the  Dr.  Howard  Parker 
serves  as  pastor 

Seminars  will  feature  representatives 
from  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry,  Eastern  Counties  DSS,  NCK- 


IDS, and  our  partners  Nay-Kel. 

The  focus  of  the  conference  will  edu- 
cate and  address  concerns  about  the 
Adoption  and  Foster  Care  process  and  the 
role  that  the  faith  community  plays  in 
identifying  potential  families  for  children 
in  the  child  welfare  system. 

The  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry  will  host  a  luncheon  to  honor 
adoptive  and  foster  families,  pastors. 


churches,  and  children  advocates  of  the 
Eastern  Counties.  Our  featured  luncheon 
speaker  will  be  the  Reverend  Wilbert 
Talley  (Virginia  One  Church,  One  Child 
Program  of  Fairfax,  VA). 

Please  plan  to  attend  these  seminars  to 
become  enriched  with  information  about 
adoption  and  foster  care. 

For  more  information  call  Dorothy 
Paige  at  (919)  231-9774  or  Earl  Horton  at 


1-800-639-4272  and  also  by  email 
gbsceh@aol.com. 

November  is  National  Adoption 
Month.  We  are  asking  for  Pastors  and 
Churches  affiliated  with  the  GBSC  to 
devote  one  Sunday  to  promote  Adoption 
in  the  congregations. 

Stay  tuned  for  the  GBSC  Baptist 
Informer  November  issue.  You  don't  want 
to  miss  it.  ■ 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Minister's  Council 


By  Dr.  Leonzo  D.  Lynch 
President,  Minister's  Council 

Greetings  in  the  matchless  name  of 
our  risen  Christ.  Dr.  Fuller,  our  president, 
Dr.  Logan,  our  Executive  Secretary,  offi- 
cers, members  of  the  General  Baptist 
State 

Convention  of 
North  Carolina, 
Incorporated.  It 
has  been  a  joy 
and  a  pleasure 
to  have  been 
allowed  to  serve 
as  the  President 
of  this  great 
auxiliary  of  our 
GBSC  over  the 
past  four  years. 
Our  efforts  have 
been  to  strength- 
en the  clergy  of  our  state  and  nation  by 
providing  opportunities  for  growth, 
enhancement  and  development.  The  fol- 
lowing annual  report  is  hereby  submitted 
as  an  account  of  our  stewardship  in  the 
area  of  the  GBSC  Ministers'  Council. 

Purpose  and  Objectives  of  the  GBSC 
Minister's  Council 

OBJECTIVES 

To  establish  an  ongoing  active  General 


Dr.  Leonzo 
Lynch 


Division  and  a  Young  Pastors  /  Ministers 
Division  of  the  Ministers'  Council  that 
would  provide  resources  for  the  clergy  of 
our  GBSC. 

ACTIVITIES 

Presentations  at  the  following  sessions: 
Mid  Year  Session  &  Armual  Session 

GBSC  Annual  Leadership  Summit 
A  conference  designed  to  focus  on  the 
current  trends  and  needs  that  face  the 
Ministers  of  the  Gospel.  Special  sessions 
were  provided  for  Young  In  Ministry  and 
Women  In  Ministry  of  our  GBSC. 

Ongoing  Field  Sessions  -  Workshops  / 
Seminars  to  enhance  the  Ministries  of  our 
GBSC  Ministers  (Saturday  Sessions,  or 
Two  day  sessions,  etc.). 

Activities  presented  during  the  admin- 
istration of  Dr.  .Tohn  D.  Fuller; 

May  1999  -  Mid  Year  Session  - 
Elizabeth  City,  NC 

Presenter:  Dr.  Lorenzo  A.  Lynch,  Sr. 

October  1999  -  Annual  Session  - 
Charlotte,  NC 

Presenters:  Rev.  Claude  Alexander, 
Dr.  Johnny  Freeman 


February  17-19,  2000  -  Special  Year 
2000  Leadership  Summit  -  Charlotte,  NC 

Topics  Presented: 
Preaching  Through  Conflict  /  The  Prophet 
&  Politics 
Leadership  Paradigm:  21"  Century 
Strategies  for  Ministerial  Leadership 
To  Serve  in  This  Present  "Computer  Age" 

/  Building  the  Ministerial  Library 
A  New  Paradigm  for  Christian  Education 
/  A  Panel  Discussion:  How  to  Survive  & 
Thrive  in  the  Ministry 
New  Wine  &  New  Wineskins:  21" 
Century  Strategies  /  for  Church  Growth  & 

Development 
The  Spiritual  Life  of  the  Minister/Pastor  / 

Keys  to  Effective  Preaching 
Special  Sessions  for  Women  in  Ministry 

&  for  Young  Ministers/Pastors 
Conference  Preacher:  Dr.  William  A.  Jones 
Pastor,  Bethany  Baptist  Church, 
Brooklyn,  NY  &  Past  President, 
Progressive  National  Baptist  Convention 

Conference  Lecturers: 
Dr.  Faye  Gunn  -  Assistant  Pastor,  Alfred 
Street  Baptist  Church,  Alexandria,  VA 
Dr.  J.  Wendell  Mapson  -  Pastor, 
Monumental  Baptist  Church, 
Philadelphia,  PA 

May  9,  2000  -  Mid  Year  Session  - 
Oxford,  NC 


Presenter:  Dr.  John  Kinney,  Dean,  Samuel 
D.  Proctor,  Scholl  of  Theology,  Virginia 
Union 

July  2000  -  All  Baptist  Assembly  - 
Winston-Salem,  NC 

Report/Presidents  Address  by  Dr.  Leonzo 
D.  Lynch 

Guest  Preacher  -  Dr.  Arlee  Griffin, 
Pastor,  Berean  Baptist  Church,  Brooklyn, 
New  York 

October  2000  -  Annual  Session  -  Watts 
Chapel  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 
Presidents  Report  -  Dr.  Leonzo  D.  Lynch 

Winter  Ministers'  Retreat  -  November 
2000  -  held  at  the  Lewis  Chapel  Baptist 
Church,  Fayetteville,  NC,  Dr.  John  Fuller, 
Pastor 

February  15-17,  2001  -  Special  Year  2001 
Leadership  Summit  -  Charlotte,  NC 
Theme:  "The  Challenge  is  the  Same: 
Reach  the  Masses" 
Sub-Theme:  "Revitalizing  &  Empowering 
Ministerial  Leadership" 
Topics  Presented: 
The  Minister's  Personal  Finances  /  IRS 
Guidelines  /  How  to  Revitalize  your 

See  REPORT,  Page  16 
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The  Called,  Associates  and  Interims 


Grace  and  Peace  to  all  of  you,  my 
brothers  and  sisters! 

It  has  been  a  joy  and  an  interesting 
task  serving  as  Moderator  of  Moderators 
for  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention. 
The  committee  members  and  I  would  like 
to  thank  each  of 
you  for  the  sup- 
port you  have 
given  us.  I  want 
to  especially 
thank  all  of  the 
readers  of  my 
articles  who 
have  encouraged 
me  to  keep  deal- 
ing with  issues 
regardless  of  the 
controversial 
nature.  So  again, 

  thanks  to  all  of 

you.  This  is  my  last  article  in  my  capacity 
as  Moderator  of  Moderators.  However,  it 
is  my  desire  to  continue  addressing  con- 
flict and  legal  awareness  issues,  occasion- 
ally that  I  think  are  important  to  churches 
and  pastors. 

Lately,  I  have  been  receiving  numer- 


Dr.  James 
Smith 


ous  calls  from  churches  and  pastors 
regarding  some  very  interesting  issues. 
The  calls  have  not  been  negative  at  all  but 
rather  a  concern  and  I  would  like  to  share 
a  few  with  you.  1)  An  individual 
announced  to  the  church  that  is  without  a 
pastor  that  he/she  had  accepted  the  call  to 
preach  and  would  like  the  opportunity  to 
preach  an  initial  sermon.  I  was  contacted 
regarding  the  proper  procedure  in  this 
matter.  2)  An  individual  was  granted  per- 
mission by  the  pastor  and  church  to 
preach  an  initial  sermon  but  before  issu- 
ing the  license,  the  church  pulpit  became 
vacant.  Now  the  individual  wants  to  know 
what  to  do  to  receive  his/her  license  to 
preach.  The  church  contacted  me  regard- 
ing this  matter.  3)  The  associate  minister 
has  preached  his  initial  sermon,  received 
his/her  license  to  preach  and  now  the 
associate  minister  is  interested  in  being 
ordained.  The  church  is  without  a  pastor 
so  I  was  called  to  advise  in  this  matter. 

Another  issue  that  I  have  been  con- 
fronted with  is  this:  How  does  the  church 
and/or  pulpit  selection  committee  deal 
with  associates  and  interim  ministers  who 
express  interest  in  the  pastoral  vacancy  at 


the  church?  These  are  just  a  few 
that  I  wanted  to  share  with  you  in 
this  last  article. 

My  first  inclination  was  to  just 
raise  these  issues  with  you  but  I 
know  my  curious  readers  are  wait- 
ing to  hear  how  1  responded  to  these 
matters  So  let  me  begin  by  just  lift- 
ing up  the  total  concerns.  First  of 
all,  it  is  the  church  responsibility 
and  obligation  to  license  one  to 
preach.  Therefore,  if  a  church  is 
without  a  pastor,  it  would  not  be 
improper  for  the  church  to  grant  one 
the  opportunity  to  deliver  an  initial 
sermon  and  issue  the  individual  a 
license  to  preach.  Having  said  that, 
I  would  hope  that  the  church  would 
impress  upon  and  encourage  the 
individual  to  wait  until  the  church 
has  a  pastor  on  board.  I  would  not 
want  to  receive  a  license  to  preach 
that  was  not  signed  by  the  pastor  of 
the  church.  It  will  not  hurt  the  individual 
to  nm  just  a  little  while  longer  before 
accepting  the  call.  If  the  initial  sermon 
was  preached  under  the  leadership  of  a 
pastor  but  before  the  license  is  issued  and 


835  Seven  Lakes  North 
West  End.  North  Carolina  27376 
September  5,2002 


Or.  James  W.  Smith 
146  Presidents  Drive 
Durham,  North  Carolina  27704 

Dear  Dr.  Smith, 

We  appreciate  your  work  in  the  election  process  of  a  neM'  min- 
ister for  First  Calvary  Baptist  Church.  Sanford.  North  Carolina 

In  response  to  our  conversation  to  your  seeking  the  office  of 
Vice  President  at  Large  of  the  GBSC  of  North  Carolina,  Inc.,  I  am 
certainly  in  agreement  with  your  campaign  and  I  do  look  forward  to 
.supporting  you  in  the  upcoming  election. 

If  I  can  be  of  further  service  to  you,  please  feel  free  to  call  me. 

Best  wishes. 


J.  L.  Morgan 


the  church  is  without  a  pastor,  then  in  all 
fairness  to  the  candidate,  it  is  my  belief 
that  the  church  should  issue  the  license  to 
preach.  Again,  I  take  the  same  position 
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Ministry 

Ministry  &  Economic  Development  / 
Leadership  Paradigm:  21"  Century 
Strategies  for  Ministerial  Leadership 
To  Serve  in  This  Present  "Computer  Age" 
/  Building  the  Ministerial  Library 
A  New  Paradigm  for  Ministerial 
Leadership  /  New  Wine  &  New 
Wineskins:  21"  Century  Strategies  for 
Ministerial  Leadership  /  The  Spiritual 
Life  of  the  Minister/Pastor 
Also 

Special  Sessions  for  Women  in  Ministry 
&  for  Young  Ministers/Pastors 
Conference  Preacher: 
Dr.  J.  Wendell  Mapson  -  Pastor, 
Monumental  Baptist  Church, 
Philadelphia,  PA 
Conference  Lecturers: 
Dr.  Yvonne  Best  -  Lott  Carey  Foreign 

Mission  Convention 
Dr.  Benjamin  S.  Baker  -  Pastor  New 
Light  Baptist  Church,  Detroit,  MI 

March  2001  -  Field  Session  -  Whiteville, 
NC 

Host  -  Brunswick  Waccamaw 
Association,  Rev.  Leo  Stevenson, 
Moderator 

May  2001  -  Mid- Year  Session, 
Wilmington,  NC 

Guest  Presenter  -  Dr.  Devoe  Chapman, 
Brooklyn,  New  York 

October  2001  -  Annual  Session  GBSC  - 
Asheville,  NC 

Report/President's  Address  -  Dr.  Leonzo 
D.  Lynch 

Guest  Preacher  -  Dr.  A.  Russell  Awkard, 
President  Blue  Grass  Baptist  Convention 
of  Kentucky 

February  14-16,  2002  -  Special  Year  2002 
Leadership  Summit  -  Charlotte,  NC 
Theme:  "The  Challenge  is  the  Same: 
Reach  the  Masses" 
Sub-Theme:  "Revitalizing  &  Empowering 
Ministerial  Leadership" 
Topics  Presented: 


The  Minister's  Personal  Finances  /  IRS 
Guidelines  /  How  to  Revitalize  your 
Ministry 

Ministry  &  Economic  Development  / 
Leadership  Paradigm:  21"  Century 
Strategies  for  Ministerial  Leadership 
To  Serve  in  This  Present  "Computer  Age" 
/  Building  the  Ministerial  Library 
A  New  Paradigm  for  Ministerial 
Leadership  /  New  Wine  &  New 
Wineskins:  21"  Century  Strategies  for 
Ministerial  Leadership  /  The  Spiritual 
Life  of  the  Minister/Paster 
also 

Special  Sessions  for  Women  in  Ministry 
&  for  Young  Ministers/Pastors 
Conference  Preacher: 
Dr.  J.  D.  Ballard  -  Pastor,  United 
Metropolitan  Baptist  Church,  Winston- 
Salem,  NC 
Conference  Lecturers: 
Dr.  William  J.  Flippin  -  Pastor,  Greater 
Piney  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Atlanta,  GA 
Dr.  Donald  R.  Hudson  -  Pastor,  Mt. 
Olive  Baptist  Church,  Indianapolis,  IN 
Dr.  Charlene  Hendricks  -  Pastor,  Solid 
Rock  Baptist  Church,  Charlotte,  NC 

Special  Field  Session  -  May  17-18,  2002 
Jones  Chapel  Baptist  Church,  Laurinburg, 
NC 

Rev.  T.  R.  Davis,  Host  Pastor 

Special  Field  Session  -  August  9-10, 
2002 

Mt.  Pleasant  Baptist  Church,  Clinton,  NC, 
Dr.  V.  Fulwood,  Pastor 
Rev.  Marvin  T.  Clowney,  Moderator 
Western  United  Baptist  Association 

,  In  this  administration  we  attempted  to 
respond  to  several  requests  from  within 
the  convention  to  provide  resources  for  an 
elfective  ministry.  One  area  that  has 
received  special  requests  for  assistance  is 
the  ministers'  personal  library.  The  fol- 
lowing additional  books  have  been  rec- 
ommended essential  additions  for  an 
effective  library;  however,  this  is  not  an 
exhaustive  listing. 


George  Bama,  Evangelism  That 
Works:  How  to  Reach  Changing 
Generations  with  the  Unchanging 
Ciospel 

(Regal  Press,  Ventura,  CA  1995)  ISBN 
0-8307-1776-5 

George  Bama,  The  Second  Coming  of 
the  Church:  A  Blueprint  for  Survival 

(Word  Publishing,  Nashville,  TN 
1998)  ISBN  0-8499-1490-6 

H.  B.  London  &  Neil  Wiseman,  Your 
Pastor  is  an  Endangered  Species 

(Victor  Books,  Wheaton,  111  1996) 
ISBN  1-65476-585-7 

John  Maxwell,  The  21  Irrefutable  Laws 
of  Leadership 

(Thomas  Nelson  Publishers, 
Nashville,  TN  1998)  ISBN  0-7852-7431-6 

John  Maxwell,  The  17  Indisputable 
Laws  of  Teamwork 

(Thomas  Nelson  Publishers, 
Nashville,  TN  2001)  ISBN  0-7852-7434-0 

John  Maxwell,  The  21  Most  Powerful 
Minutes  in  a  Leaders  Day 

(Thomas  Nelson  Publishers, 
Nashville,  TN  2000)  ISBN  0-7852-7432-4 

Dan  Reiland,  Shoulder  to  Shoulder; 
Strengthening  Your  Church  bv 
Supporting  Your  Pastor 

(Nelson  Publishers,  Nashville,  TN 
1997)  ISBN  0-7852-7248-8 

Wes  Roberts,  Support  Your  Local 
Pastor:  Practical  Wavs  to  Encourage 
Your  Minister 

(Navpress,  Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado  1995)  ISBN  0-89109-923-9 

Thom  &  Joani  Schultz,  Why  Nobody 
Learns  Much  of  Anything  at  Church; 
And  How  To  Fix  It 

(Group  Publishing  Co.,  Loveland, 
Colorado  1993)  ISBN  1-55945-907-7 

E.  Glen  Wagner  &  Glen  S.  Martin,  Your 


Pastor's  Heart;  Serving  the  One  Who 
Serves  You 

(Moody  Press,  Chicago,  IL  1998) 
ISBN  0-8024-3387-1 

Rick  Warren,  The  Purpose  Driven 
Church:  Growing  Without 
Compromising  Your  Message  & 
Mission 

(Zondervan  Press,  Grand  Rapids,  MI 
1995) 

Barclay,  WiUiam,  The  Daily  Study  Bible 
Series  -  Genesis  -  Revelation 

(Westminster  Press,  Philadelphia,  PA 
1976)  ISBN  0-664-24115-8 

Norman  H.  Maring  &  Winthrop  S. 
Hudson,  A  Baptist  Manual  of  Polity  and 
Practice 

(Judson  Press,  Valley  Forge,  PA  1991) 
ISBN  0-8170-1171-4 

H.  Beecher  Hicks,  Jr.,  Preaching 
Through  A  Storm:  Confirming  the 
Power  of  Preaching  in  the  Tempest  of 
Church  Conflict 

(Zondervan  Press,  Grand  Rapids,  MI 
1987)  ISBN  0-310-20091-1 

Lyle  E.  Schaller,  Growing  Plans: 
Strategies  to  Increase  Your  Church's 
Membership 

(Abingdon  Press,  Nashville,  TN  1983) 
ISBN  0-687-15962-8 

G.  Lloyd  Rediger,  Clergy  Killers: 
Quidgnye  fpr  PastQrg  an^ 
Congregations  Under  Attack 

(Westminster  John  Knox  Press, 
Louisville,  KY  1997)  ISBN  0-664-25753-4 

Kenneth  C.  Haugk,  Antagonists  in  the 
Church:  How  to  Identify  and  Deal  with 
Destructive  Conflict 

(Augsburg  Publishing  House, 
Minneapolis,  MN  1988)  ISBN  0-8066- 
2310-1 

Herbert  G.  May  &  Bruce  M.  Metzger, 

See  REPORT,  Page  22 
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that  the  church  should  encourage  the  indi- 
vidual to  wait  until  a  pastor  is  called. 

On  the  issue  of  ordination,  my  posi- 
tion is  a  little  different.  Although  the 
church  or  association  can  ordain  an  indi- 
vidual, I  strongly  suggest  that  the  church 
not  ordain  any  individual  in  the  absence 
of  a  pastor.  If  the  church  feels  strongly 
about  this  issue  and  that  she  has  the  right 
to  do  so,  I  strongly  suggest  that  the 
church  contact  the  moderator  of  the  asso- 
ciation where  the  church  is  affiliated  and 
allow  the  moderator  to  take  charge  of  the 
matter. 

This  last  issue  is  a  little  more  compli- 
cated. You  will  note  that  I  have  been 
against  interim  pastors  being  considered 


for  the  pastoral  vacancy.  I  am  keenly 
aware  that  in  some  instances,  the  interim 
has  been  called  as  pastor  and  the  relation- 
ship seems  to  be  good.  However,  I  believe 
this  is  the  exception  rather  than  the  norm. 
However,  it  is  the  election  process  that  is 
more  troublesome  to  me  than  the  call  of 
interim  and  associate  ministers.  First  of 
all,  there  is  already  an  unfair  advantage  to 
any  other  ministers  who  are  being  consid- 
ered for  the  position.  So,  in  all  fairness  to 
everyone  involved,  it  would  create  less 
conflict  if  the  church  would  make  the 
decision  to  call  or  eliminate  the  interim 
and/or  associate  from  consideration 
before  proceeding  further  in  the  process. 
What  I  mean  by  this  is,  if  the  church 
senses  that  a  majority  or  close  to  a  major- 
ity desire  to  call  the  interim  or  the  associ- 


ate, then  the  church  and/or  pulpit  selec- 
tion committee  should  first  make  that  rec- 
ommendation to  the  church  for  considera- 
tion before  considering  others  in  the 
process. 

As  I  have  observed  and  considered  the 
conflict  issues  within  our  churches,  it  is 
my  belief  that  if  we  follow  the  position  I 
have  taken  above,  it  will  help  solve  con- 
flict within  the  church. 

Again,  thanks  to  all  of  you  for  allow- 
ing me  to  lift  up  and  discuss  issues  raised 
by  pastors  and  churches  within  our  great 
convention.  Many  have  been  controversial 
but  I  do  hope  you  appreciate  my  willing- 
ness to  tackle  them. 

If  you  wish  our  services  in  any  way, 
please  contact  us  at  the  following: 
Dr.  James  W.  Smith 


Dr.  James  W.  Smith 
146  President's  Drive 
Durham,  NC  27704 
(919)  479-0501 
jsmith9450@aol.com 

Dr.  Joshua  J.  Haire,  Jr. 
RO.  Box  53803 
Fayetteville,  NC  28305 
(910)  323-1508 

Rev.  W.  J.  Cox 
107  Gray  Street 
Goldsboro,  NC  27534 
(919)  751-9899 
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Biographical  Sketch  of  Dr.  John  H.  Grant 
Candidate  for  GBSC  Vice  President  at  Large  -  October,  2002 


Dr.  Grant  is  a  native  of  Cross  Hill, 
South  Carolina,  bom  the  tenth  of  ten  chil- 
dren to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  A.  Grant,  Sr. 
on  July  7,  1954.  He  was  converted,  bap- 
tized, licensed  and  ordained  into  the 
Gospel  Ministry  at  a  young  age  at  the 
Bethel  Baptist  Church  in  Cross  Hill.  At 


Dr.  John  H.  Grant 


the  age  of  19,  he  was  called  to  pastor  his 
home  church  and  served  there  for  seven 
years.  He  served  as  pastor  of  the  Shoal 
Creek  Baptist  Church  of  Shelby,  NC  for 
nine  years  (1980  -  1989).  He  has  served 
as  pastor  of  the  Historic  Mount  Zion 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  downtown 
Asheville,  NC  since  1989,  and  the  New 
Covenant  Baptist  Church  of  Shelby  since 
1999. 

Under  Dr.  Grant's  leadership,  both 
Mount  Zion  and  New  Covenant  are  cur- 
rently implementing  Operation 
Multiplication  -  a  discipleship  training 
ministry  teaching  evangelism  as  a  daily 
lifestyle,  not  merely  as  an  occasional 
event.  This  biblical  strategy  emphasizes 
that  the  work  of  discipleship  is  never 
complete  until  the  new  convert  becomes  a 
disciple  who  in  turn  disciples  others! 

He  has  also  led  Mount  Zion  in  a  major 
capital  improvement  and  economic  devel- 
opment plan  (the  6  &  4  Plan).  Since  the 
church  is  located  in  an  officially  designat- 
ed blighted/redevelopment  areat  the  plan's 
purpose  is  the  improvement  of  the  exist- 
ing church  facility,  the  acquisition  and 
building  of  additional  properties  and 
facilities,  for  the  expansion  of  the 
church's  ministries  to  more  effectively 
reach  people  for  Christ  to  the  glory  of 
God.  The  church  has  invested  more  than 
one  million  dollars  (over  and  above  tithes 
and  offerings)  in  social  and  economic 
development  projects  through  this  plan. 
He  has  also  led  New  Covenant  of  Shelby 
in  purchasing  a  building  including  7.5 
acres  of  land  for  new  church  construction. 

Since- 1997,  Dr.  Grant  has  served  as 
Founding  President  and  CEO  of  the 
Mount  Zion  Community  Deve  lopment. 


Incorporated  ("MZCD"),  a  501  ©(3)  non- 
profit community  redevelopment  corpora- 
tion organized  under  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  whose  mission  is  focused  on 
empowerment  of  the  individual  and  com- 
munity. With  six  staff  positions,  MZCD 
operates  three  programs:  (1)  Project 
Nurturing  Asheville  and  Area  Families 
("NAF")  -  "working  to  help  African 
American  women  have  healthy  babies  and 
reduce  the  minority  infant  mortality 
rate";  (2)  The  Elizabeth  Grant  Hill 
Campus  of  Learners:  Center  for  Health, 
Technology,  and  Entrepreneurship  - 
"working  to  bridge  the  digital  divide  in 
our  communities";  and  (3)  Real  Estate 
Development  for  housing  and  office  com- 
plex -  "working  to  provide  economic 
opportunities  and  eliminate  blight".  Since 
1998,  the  church's  non-profit  corporation 
has  raised  and  invested  an  additional 
$800,000.00  for  community  projects. 
Project  NAF  was  recently  cited  in 
Asheville  as  a  national  model,  and  is 
scheduled  to  be  showcased  again  nation- 
ally later  this  year  in  Orlando.  Campus  of 
Learners  was  also  cited  as  the  "2001 
Faith-Based  Initiative  of  the  Year"  by  the 
North  Carolina  Association  of 
Community  Development  Corporations. 

Dr.  Grant  serves  as  President  of  the 
Cleveland  County  Community  Coalition 
("CCCC"),  a  coalition  of  churches  organ- 
ized to  address  the  need  for  jobs,  housing, 
crime  prevention,  education  and  health 
care  in  the  Shelby/Cleveland  County 
community.  He  serves  and  has  served  on 
the  board  of  directors  of  many  civic  and 
community-based  organizations.  He  is 
Vice  President  and  one  of  the  founding 
board  members  of  Community  Outreach, 
Incorporated,  which  owns  and  operates 
Asheville 's  Little  Angels  Child 
Development  Center,  a  state  certified  and 
licensed  center  serving  more  than  100 
families  and  children  and  providing  20 
jobs.  Community  Outreach,  Incorporated 
has  provided  for  the  last  10  years  a  9- 
week  all  day  Community  Summer  Camp, 
serving  parents,  children  and  youth  (ages 
5-14)  of  the  community.  This  Camp  is 
currently  state  certified  and  supported  by 
local  city  and  county  govenunent  and 
provides  an  average  of  10  full-time  sum- 
mer jobs. 

From  1994-1997  he  served  as  the  first 
and  founding  Chairman,  President,  and 
Chief  Executive  Officer  of  the 
Eagle/Market  Streets  Development 
Corporation,  a  501©  (3)  non-profit 
endorsed  by  the  City  of  Asheville  "for  the 
purpose  of  facilitating  the  physical  rede- 
velopment" of  the  South  Pack  Square 
Redevelopment  Area,  and  led  the  organi- 
zation in  securing  a  quarter  of  a  million 
dollars  in  grant  funds.  The  organization 
has  now  been  awarded  more  than  two 


million  dollars  in  support  of  its  various 
programs.  He  is  past  President  of  the 
Interdenominational  Ministerial  Alliance 
of  Asheville  and  Vicinity.  He  is  past  Vice 
President  and  President  of  Asheville 
Buncombe  Community  Christian  Ministry 
("ABCCM"),  a  501©  (3)  organization 
providing  to  the  poor  and  under- served 
Shelter,  Medical,  Jail/Prison,  Crisis, 
Leadership,  and  Home  Repair  Ministries. 
In  1996  ABCCM  had  a  total  operating 
budget,  including  in-kind  services,  of 
$3,584,992.00. 

Dr.  Grant  holds  a  BA  degree  from 
Benedict  College  in  Columbia,  SC;  a 
Master  of  Divinity  degree  from  Colgate 
Rochester/Bexley  Hall/Crozer 
Theological  Seminary  in  Rochester,  New 
York;  and  a  Doctor  of  Ministry  degree 
from  the  Atlanta  Theological  Association 
through  Erskine  Theological  Seminary. 
Additionally,  Dr.  Grant  currently  serves 
as  First  Vice  President  of  the  500,000 
member  General  Baptist  State  Convention 
of  North  Carolina;  and  Chairman  of  the 
Cleveland  County  Community  Coalition, 
an  organization  of  churches  in  Cleveland 
County  addressing  community  needs. 

He  has  served  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention  for  the  past  22  years  in 
the  following  capacities:  Executive 
Committee  and  General  Board,  Assistant 
and  Recording  Secretary,  Third  Vice 
President,  Second  Vice  President,  and 
First  Vice  President.  He  also  served  as  an 
Instructor  in  the  Department  of  Religion 
and  Philosophy,  Asheville 's  Shaw 


University  CAPE  Center,  1991-2000. 

Dr.  Grant  is  the  recipient  of  many 
honors  and  awards  including,  but  not  lim- 
ited to,  the  following:  (1)  voted  in  August 
of  1995  as  one  of  Buncombe  County's 
"100  Most  Influential  People"  by  an 
Asheville  Citizen  Times  Survey,  ranking 
number  55  out  of  100;  (2)  voted  "1993 
Minority  Enterprise  Week  Minister  of  the 
Year",  (3)  honored  with  "Certificates  of 
Special  Congressional  Recognition"  in 
1993  and  1995  from  the  office  of  U.  S. 
Congressman  Charles  Taylor  for  "out- 
standing and  invaluable  service  to  the 
Asheville  Community",  and  (4)  honored 
by  the  Interdenominational  Ministerial 
Alliance  and  the  Asheville  Buncombe 
Community  Christian  Ministry  with  the 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  "2001  Church  of 
the  Year"  award  for  "reflecting  the  spiritu- 
al values  of  Dr.  King's  stand  for  social 
and  economic  justice,  the  empowerment 
of  others,  and  the  sacrifice  of  time  and 
resources  to  benefit  the  impoverished  and 
disenfranchised  of  our  community."  Dr. 
Grant  is  married  to  the  former  Belinda 
Kennedy  of  Laurens,  S.  C,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Kontia  and  John  Jr. 

He  is  Divinely  Certified,  Uniquely 
Qualified,  and  Sincerely  Committed  to 
continue  his  service  to  this  Convention  as 
Vice  President  At  Large  -  with  your 
prayers,  support,  and  vote,  which  he 
humbly  solicits.  To  God  he  gives  all  the 
glory  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.  ■ 


ELECTION  NEWS 
IMPORTANT  UPDATE 


135™  ANNUAL  SESSION 
REPRESENTATION  AND  REGISTRATION 

CHURCH  REPRESENTATION  -  Each  GBSC,  Inc.  Session  we  ask  Associations 
and  Churches  to  REPRESENT  with  a  stewardship  contribution  to  support  the 
"work"  and  State  Missions.  In  October  2002,  we  have  asked  each  Association  and 
Church  to  give  at  least  $300.00.  We  need  as  many  of  you  as  possible  to  go  beyond 
this  amount! 

VOTING  REGISTRATION  -  Each  GBSC,  Inc.  election  year,  (every  four  years), 
churches  are  required  by  our  constitution  to  register  voting  messengers  with  an 
enrollment  fee.  The  amount  is  based  on  the  number  of  members  in  your  congrega- 
tion. SEE  Article  X,  Sections  A  &  B.  The  fee  includes  an  official  voting  badge  and 
kit  for  the  voting  messengers.  (VOTING  REGISTRATION  IS  THE  ONLY 
REOUIREMENT  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  THE  ELECTION  PROCESS). 

NON- VOTING  REGISTRATION  -  Those  messengers  from  your  churches  that  will 
not  be  voting  in  the  election.  Their  badges  and  kits  will  be  $10.(X)  each. 

VISITORS  and  GUEST  REGISTRATION  will  be  $10.00. 

Please  PRE-REGISTER  your  church  voting  messengers.  They  will  be  certified  and 
must  be  present,  October  30,  2002,  to  vote  in  the  election.  ONE  PERSON  -  ONE 
VOTE,  there  will  be  no  proxy  voting.  If  you  have  any  questions  please  call  Dr. 
Archie  D.  Logan,  603  South  Wilmington  Street,  Raleigh,  NC,  27601-2338,  800- 
639-GBSC,  919-821-7466,  919-836-0061  fax. 


Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan,  The  Honorable  Eva  Clayton 


George  Sanders,  Jarvis  Morgan,  John  Gladden 


GBSC  ELECTIONS  PROCEDURES 

REVEREND  REGINALD  A.  WELLS,  Chairman,  Election  Committee 
REVEREND  CHARLES  WALTON,  Chairman,  Registration  Committee 
REVEREND  F.  O.  BASS,  Chairman,  Nomination  Committee 

Ballot  Preparation: 

•  The  election  will  be  on  October  30,  2002,  in  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina 

•  A  punch  card  ballot  will  be  used  for  the  election. 

•  An  official  ballot  will  be  created  and  sent  to  the  printer. 

•  Sample  ballots  will  be  printed  and  published  in  the  Baptist  Informer  prior  to  the 
October  election.  Enough  ballots  will  be  prepared  and  ordered  to  accommodate  a 
possible  run-off. 

Voting  Place: 

The  election  will  be  held  at  the  Cimiberland  County  Coliseum  complex,  in 
Fayetteville,  North  Carolina. 

Only  persons  who  have  been  certified  by  the  Registration  Committee  will  be 
permitted  in  the  voting  area. 

The  deadline  for,  pre-registration  voting  forms  to  Baptist  Headquarters  is 
October  16,  200i. 

MANDATORY  -  All  voter  registration  forms  must  be  signed  by  either  the  Pastor, 
Chairman  of  the  Deacon  Board,  or  Church  Clerk. 

On  site  registration  for  voting  messengers  will  end  promptly  at  11  a.m., 
October  30,  2002. 

Each  certified  messenger  will  be  permitted  to  cast  ballots. 

If  you  spoil  your  ballot,  you  will  notify  the  voter  assistants  and  request  a  new  one. 
Once  a  ballot  has  been  spoiled  it  will  be  secured  in  a  sealed  box,  and  not  counted 
as  an  official  ballot. 

NO  LOST  VOTER  REGISTRATION  BADGES  WILL  BE  REPLACED!!! 

If  you  are  a  voting  messenger  and  you  need  assistance,  persons  from  the  Election 
Committee  will  assist  you. 

Magnifying  glasses,  magnifying  sheets,  for  the  visually  handicapped  will  be 
provided. 

There  will  be  a  booth  provided  for  those  messengers  who  are  physically 
handicapped. 

Voter  Assistants  (Tellers): 

•  Persons  from  the  Election  Committee  will  serve  as  voter  assistants  (tellers). 

•  The  voter  assistants  (tellers)  will  only  assist  persons  when  they  are  asked  to  do  so. 

•  These  persons  will  not  encourage  the  voter  to  vote  for  a  particular  person. 

Other  Information: 

•  The  Election  results  will  be  given  after  the  official  election. 

•  If  there  should  be  a  run-off,  this  will  take  place  on  the  evening  of  October  30, 
2002. 

•  All  candidates  and  their  support  staff  can  campaign  outside  the  voting  area. 

•  THERE  WILL  BE  NO  CAMPAIGNING  IN  THE  VOTING  AREA! ! ! ! 


GENERAL  BAPTIST  STATE  CONVENTION 
2002 

CHURCH  VOTING  ELECTION  FEE  REQUIREMENTS 
laSth  ANNUAL  SESSION 

CHURCH  REPRESENTATION  FEE  OF  $300.00 

EACH  CHURCH  SHALL  PAY  REGISTRATION  FEE 

BASED  ON  POPULATION  OF  CHURCH  -  PLEASE  SEE  GBSC 

CONSTITUTION  -  ARTICLE  X. 

VOTING  MESSENGERS  ARE  DETERMINED  BY  GBSC  CONSTITUTION 
ARTICLE  X. 


EXAMPLE: 

CHURCH  REPRESENTATION  FEE 

CHURCH  VOTING  REGISTRATION  FEE 
(BASED  ON  CHURCH  POPULATION  -  ARTICLE  X) 
church  fee  of  $35.00  entitles  church  to  3  voting  messengers 


$300.00 
35.00 


TOTAL  $335.00 
ALL  VOTING  MESSENGERS  WILL  RECEIVE  A  VOTING  BADGE  AND  KIT 

DEADLINE  FOR  RECEIPT  OF  GBSC  ELECTION  FORMS  TO 
GBSC  HEADQUARTERS  -  OCTOBER  21,  2002 

*  All  non-voting  messengers  shall  pay  $10.00  registration  fee. 


Special  Offering  for  President  Fuller 

By  Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr. 

Executive  Secretary  Treasurer,  GBSC,  Inc. 

Greetings!  Over  the  previous  four  years,  President  Fuller  has  served  this 
Convention  admirably.  Under  his  capable  leadership,  the  members  of  our  Convention 
responded  in  a  tremendous  way  in  the  wake  of  hurricane  Floyd.  The  "ministry  lights" 
that  he  has  turned  on  will  continue  to  shine  long  after  his  departure.  The  Scriptures 
have  admonished  us  that:  "the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his,  or  her  hire."  And,  in  light  of 
President  Fuller's  dedicated  and  devoted  service  we  are  planning  to  take  up  a  special 
offering  to  say  thank  you  for  your  faithfulness.  I  am  asking  that  each  member  of  this 
great  Convention  give  as  God  has  prospered  you  to  God's  manservant.  We  should  let 
President  Fuller  know  that  his  labor  was  not  in  vain,  and  as  a  Convention  THANK 
HIM  collectively.  I  want  to  encourage  you  to  continue  supporting  the  "work." 

Plan  now  to  attend  our  Annual  Session,  October  27-3 1 ,  2002,  in  Fayetteville,  NC. 
The  Special  Offering  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  October  29*,  at  the  Annual  Session. 
In  addition  our  special  guest  speaker  will  be  Dr.  William  J.  Shaw,  President  National 
Baptist  Convention  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  who  will  be  addressing  Conventioneers  during  the 
Presidents  Hour. 

Thanks,  and  may  God  continue  to  bless  you!  ■ 

GBSC  135'^  Annual  Session 

By  Carol  J.  Smith,  Managing  Editor 

Greetings  and  Peace!  We  are  extending  a  special  invitation  and  reminder  to  you. 

Please  make  plans  to  attend  our  GBSC  12>5^^  Annual  Session,  October  27-31,  2002, 
at  the  Cumberland  County  Coliseum  Complex  in  Fayetteville.  The  host  church  is  Mt. 
Olive  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  118  Johnson  Street,  (910)  868-2770,  Reverend  Carl 
E.  Brinkley,  Jr.,  Pastor. 

THIS  IS  A  SPECIAL  ELECTION  YEAR,  YOUR  VOTE  AND  VOICE  MAKE 
A  DIFFERENCE,  PLEASE  PLAN  TO  BE  WITH  US! 

Registration  forms  and  information  about  the  Annual  Session  were  enclosed  in  your 
ANNUAL  SESSION  MAILING.  Pastors  please  plan  to  attend  the  session  with  your 
voting  messengers. 

Pray  for  our  continued  success  God  continues  to  "Bless  our  Work".  If  you  have 
any  questions  please  call  Baptist  Headquarters.  ■ 

Hotel  Information 
GBSC  Annual  Session  October  27-31,  2002 


Fayetteville  Hotels 
1-95,  Exit  49  (Hwy  53) 

GBSC  Headquarters  Hotel 
Radisson  Prince  Charles  (910)  433- 
4444 

450  Hay  Street 

Fayetteville,  NC 

Double  &  Single  rooms  $70.00 

Comfort  Inn  (910)  867-1777  -  Double 
&  Single  $65.00 

1922  Skibo  Rd. 
Fayetteville,  NC 

Holiday  Inn  Bordeaux  (910)  323-0111  - 
Double  &  Single  $72.00 

1707  Owen  Dr. 
Fayetteville,  NC 


Hotels  nearest  Cumberland  County 
Coliseum  Complex 

Sheraton  (910)  323-8282 
1965  Cedar  Creek  Rd. 
Fayetteville,  NC 

Single  &  Double  Rooms  $75.00  -  Jr. 
Suite  $82.00 

Deadline  September  27,  2002 

Sleep  Inn  (910)  433-9090 
1515  Cedar  Creek  Rd. 
Fayetteville,  NC 
Single  &  Double  Rooms  $53.00 
Deadline  September  27,  2002 

Fairfield  Inn  (910)  433-2666 
1925  Cedar  Creek  Rd. 
Fayetteville,  NC 
Single  &  Double  Rooms  $69.25 
Deadline  October  15,  2002 

Days  Inn  (910)  483-6191 
2065  Cedar  Creek  Rd. 
Fayetteville,  NC  28301 
Single  &  Double  Rooms  $50.00 
Deadline  September  27,  2002 
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Do  You  See  It? 


INSTITUTIONAL  &  SPECIALIZED 
MINISTRIES 

Michael  R.  Smith,  Sr.,  Chairman 
Jeff  Locus,  Co-Chairman 

"For  I  am  about  to  do  a  brand-new  thing.  See,  I 

have  already  begun!  Do  you  see  it? 

I  will  make  a  pathway  through  the  wilderness  for 

my  people  to  come  home. 

I  will  create  rivers  for  them  in  the  desert. 

Isaiah  43:19 

I  believe  the  Spirit  of  God  is  calling 
the  Church  to  make  serious  reforms  in 
our  outreach 
ministry  efforts 
in  this  new  mil- 
lennium. The 
reforms  have  to 
be  made  in  our 
efforts  to  reach, 
reconcile  and 
restore  human 
lives.  Many 
churches  are 
existing  only  for 
the  sake  of 
themselves,  the 
building  and 
self-serving  pro- 
grams. I  call  this  "institutionalized 
Christianity".  We  are  experiencing  drastic 
changes  in  every  area  of  society.  In  the 
spiritual  realm,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  inspir- 
ing new  leaders  to  lead  the  church  away 
from  institutional  Christianity,  toward 
iimovative  outreach  ministries.  I  know  in 
my  own  heart  the  Holy  Spirit  is  calling 
the  church  to  abandon  dead  traditions  and 
ineffective  ministry.  Only  as  we  repent, 
can  we  be  led  into  innovative  and  vibrant 
ministries  that  are  impacting  human  lives 


Rev.  Michael 
Smith,  Sr. 


for  Christ.  New  congregations  are  being 
birthed  everywhere  as  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
working  in  the  hearts  of  people.  I  can  tes- 
tify this  is  true  in  my  own  ministry.  In 
ministry  to  lives  impacted  by  crime  and 
incarceration,  I  have  been  shown  the  Lord 
is  seeking  to  establish  his  presence  right 
in  the  midst  of  the  most  unlikely  places. 
One  of  those  places  is  within  the  prison 
itself.  I  praise  Him  for  loosing  me  from 
traditional  ministry  models  and  the  ele- 
mentary understanding  of  the  church's 
identity  and  mission.  Isaiah  prophesied, 
"For  I  am  about  to  do  a  new  thing."  Part 
of  that  new  thing  for  me  is  to  use  the 
church  behind  prison  walls  to  be  a  cata- 
lyst for  revival  in  our  state.  Yes,  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  did  not  leave  out  persons  in 
prison  when  he  said,  "  I  will  build  my 
church  and  the  gates  of  hell  will  not  pre- 
vail against  it."  Our  recent  2"''  Annual 
Crime  and  Incarceration  Conference  bore 
witness  to  the  Lord's  new  thing  He  is 
doing  in  the  lives  of  the  church  incarcer- 
ated at  the  Federal  Correctional  Complex 
in  Butner,  N.  C.  My  prayer  is  those  who 
saw  what  the  Lord  is  doing  will  be  a  cata- 
lyst in  this  state  to  use  fresh  approaches 
to  reach,  reconcile  and  restore  human 
lives.  I  thank  Him  for  opening  the  doors 
of  this  prison  complex  to  host  our 
statewide  conference.  I  know  His  purpose 
for  doing  so  was  to  show  He  is  doing  a 
brand-new  thing.  The  only  question  I 
have  for  you  reading  this  article  is,  DO 
YOU  SEE  IT?  If  you  cannot  see  it,  come 
outside  away  from  the  institutionalized 
church  long  enough  to  see  the  brand-new 
thing  He  is  doing  in  the  prisons. 
Hallelujah!  ■ 


POMfKffC^UI  IQC^I~I  Church  Administration  Software 
'^^^  j££^*  www.CapitaIComputing.com 


Membership  Profiles 

Pictorial  Directories 

Activities  &  Skills 

Attendance 

Visitation 

Ministry  Services 

Church  Mailing  List 

Equipment  Inventory 

Music  Library 

Tape,  Book  &  Video  Library 


Sermon  Filer 
E-Mail  Directory 
Fund  Accounting 
Accounts  Payable 
Accounts  Receivable 
Contributions 
PayroU 

Built-in  Security 
Graphics 


Customer  Report  Writer 
PhoneTree  Interface 
32-bit  Performance 
Year2000  Ready 
Print  W2AV3  Tax  Forms 
Custom  Reports 
Pledges 

Network  Ready 
Customizable 
Training  Available  On-site 


Capital  Computing  Services 
19  W.  Hargett  St.,  Suite  200 
PC  Box  367 

Raleigh,  NC  27602-0367 
(919)  828-7770  phone 
(919)  833-8975  fax 

Charles  Brown®  Capital  Computing.com 


ONLY  $295 
(tax  &  shipping 
not  included) 


CONTACT  US  TODAY 


GBSC  2002  -  2006  CANDIDATES 

REVEREND  F.  O.  BASS,  CHAIRMAN,  NOMINATION  COMMITTEE 
REVEREND  REGINALD  A.  WELLS,  CHAIRMAN,  ELECTIONS  COMMITTEE 
REVEREND  CHARLES  WALTON,  CHAIRMAN,  REGISTRATION  COMMITTEE 


PRESIDENT 

DR.  CHARLES  BULLOCK 
MARTIN  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
RALEIGH 

DR.  J.  C.  HARRIS 
FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
STATESVELLE 

VICE  PRESIDENT-AT-LARGE 

REV.  JIMMY  L.  GILCHRIST 
ST.  JOHN  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
ABERDEEN 

DR.  JOHN  GRANT 
MT.  ZION  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
ASHEVILLE 

DR.  JAMES  W.  SMITH 
MT.  CALVARY  MISSIONARY  BAP- 
TIST CHURCH 
BAHAMA 

FIRST  VICE  PRESIDENT 
DR.  HOWARD  PARKER 
SYCAMORE  HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
GREENVILLE 

SECOND  VICE  PRESIDENT 

REV.  NILOUS  M.  AVERY 
MT.  ZION  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
SALISBURY 

THIRD  VICE  PRESIDENT 

REV  SPENCER  E.  HARDAWAY 
ROCK  HILL  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
ASHEVILLE 

DR.  LEONZO  LYNCH 
EBENEZER  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
CHARLOTTE 


REV.  VINCENT  TERRY 
MOUNT  PEACE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
RALEIGH 
FOURTH  VICE  PRESIDENT 
REV.  RICKY  BANKS 
ST.  STEPHEN  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
ELIZABETH  CITY 

HISTORIAN 

DR.  JASPER  REED 
SHILOH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
ELIZABETH  CITY 

PARLIAMENTARIAN 

DR.  J.  RAY  BUTLER 
UNITED  CORNERSTONE  BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
WINSTON-SALEM 

RECORDING  SECRETARY 

DR.  GLORIA  GERALD 
GRACE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
WINSTON-SALEM 

STATISTICIAN 

DR.  A.  T.  GRIFFEY,  II 
MT.  CAMEL  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST, 
WINSTON-SALEM  & 
PENTECOSTAL  LIGHTHOUSE 
BAPTIST 
KERNERSVILLE 

ASSISTANT  RECORDING 
SECRETARY 

CLORISTER/MUSICIAN 

SOLOIST 


INSTITUTIONAL  &  SPECIALIZED  MINISTRIES 

LEADERSHIP 

Michael  R.  Smith,  Sr.,  Chairman 

Senior  Chaplain/Pastor  -  Federal  Correctional  Complex,  Butner,  NC 
Jeff  Locus,  Co-Chairman 

Chaplain/Pastor  -  Pamlico  Correctional  Institution,  Bayboro,  NC 

Betty  Brown,  Coordinator  of  In-Prison  Ministries 

Chaplain/Pastor  -  NC  Correctional  Institution  for  Women,  Raleigh,  NC 

Wright  Cadwell,  Coordinator  of  In-Prison  Ministries 

Associate  Minister  -  First  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 

Paul  Bridges,  Coordinator  of  Aftercare  Ministries 

Associate  Minister  -  First  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 

Carolyn  Brown,  Coordinator  of  Aftercare  Ministries 

Associate  Minister  -  North  End  Baptist  Church,  Rocky  Mount,  NC 

Laura  Johnson,  Coordinator  of  Victim  Ministries 

Assistant  Pastor  -  First  Baptist  Church,  Zebulon,  NC 

Leonard  Shadding,  Coordinator  of  Victim  Services 

Member  -  First  African  Baptist  Church,  Goldsboro,  NC 

Michael  Pope,  Coordinator  At-Risk  Youth  Ministries 

Associate  Minister  -  Oak  City  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  NC 

Wavey  B.  Williams,  Coordinator  of  At-Risk  Youth  Ministries 

Youth  Pastor  -  A.R.M.Y.  of  CHRIST  Ministry,  Gastonia,  NC 


October  2002  ^^2T 


GBSC  General  Election  Form  2002 
October  30, 2002 


OTE 


Church  Name: 


Church  Address: 

Anick  to,  Seaion  AAB  of  GBSC  Coitslilulion  2002 

City:  St: 

Zip: 

Church  Size 

U  of  Messengers 

Costs 

0-50 

02 

$20.00 

Church  Phone  Number: 

51-100 

03 

$35,00 

101-250 

04 

$50  00 

Pastor's  Signature: 

251-500 

05 

$75,00 

06 

$100  00 

501-750 

Number  of  Members: 

751-1000 

07 

$125,00 

1001 -Up 

08 

$150,00 

Amount  Enclosed:  $ 

Mail  to:  Baptist  Headquarters  -  603  S.  Wilmington  Street  -  Raleigh,  North  Carolina  27601 


Messenger  First  /  Last  Name 

Messenger  Address 

City  /  State 

Zip  Code 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

6) 

7) 

8) 

Substitute  First  /  Last  Name 

Substitute  Address 

City  /  State 

Zip  Code 

1) 

2) 

3) 

James  W. 
Smith 


PROVEN  LEADERSHIP 
FAIR  •  BOLD  •  EFFECTIVE 

SUPPORT  •  VOTE  •  ELECT 
FOR 

VICE  PRESIDENT  AT  LARGE 
GENERAL  BAPTIST  STATE 
CONVENTION  OF  NC,  INC 

EDUCATED  •  EXPERIENCED 

DEDICATED  •  COMMITTED 
TO 

SERVING  GOD  AND 
THE  GBSC  of  NC 


ANNIVERSARY,  Cont'd  From  Page  12 

Pastor,  First  Philadelphia  Christian  Center 
and  Founder,  CEO  of  NC  Assoc.  for 
Women  in  Ministry,  Inc.;  Rev.  Claude 
Dunston,  Chaplain  of  FACES  and 
Franklin  County  Missionary  Union 
(speaking  to  both  Rev.  and  Deacon 
Solomon,  the  First  Gentleman);  and.  The 
Installation  Prayer  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Harris, 
Pastor,  First  Baptist  Church,  States ville, 
NC  and  1"  Vice-President  of  the  General 
Baptist  State  Convention  of  NC,  Inc. 

Pastor  Solomon  received  the  Bible 
from  Deacon  James  Bert  Egerton, 
Chairman,  and  the  keys  to  the  church 
from  Deacon  John  Driver.  But  then  it 


came  lime  tor  remarks  from  our  Pastor, 
Rev.  Emma  P.  Solomon,  and  she  began 
with  "To  God  be  the  Glory,  To  God  be 
the  Glory"  just  before  she  offered  a  dance 
to  the  Lord.  Pastor  Solomon  acknowl- 
edged her  family's  presence.  She  extend- 
ed thanks  to  the  "people  on  the  right  and 
left;  the  people  in  front  and  the  people  in 
back"  hoping  not  to  leave  anyone  out! 
Concluding  "To  God  be  the  Glory, 
Hallelujah!" 

Visit  us  when  you're  in  Franklin 
County  and  hear  our  Pastor  continue  to 
proclaim  The  Word  of  God  as  she  preach- 
es the  truth  "in  season  and  out  of  season". 


LECTION  YEM 

135^  Annual  Session 

GENERAL  BAPTIST  STATE  CONVENTION 
REGISTRATION  AND  REPRESENTATION  FORM 

DR.  JOHN  0.  FULLER.  SR..  PRESIDENT  GBSC      DR.  ARCHIE  D.  LOGAN,  JR.,  EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY  TREASURER 

OCTOBER  27  -31,2002 

MT.  OLIVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  118  JOHNSON  STREET,  FAYETTEVILLE,  NC 
REVEREND  CARL  E.  BREVKLEY,  JR.,  PASTOR 
910-868-2770 


CHURCH  . 
ADDRESS 
CITY  


STATE 


ZIP  CODE 


PASTOR 


ASSOCIATION 


PHONE  NUMBER  CHURCH  (  )_ 
YOUR  NAME  


_  PHONE  NUMBER  PASTOR  { 


ADDRESS 
CITY  


STATE 


ZIP  CODE 


YOUR  PHONE  (  )_ 


PERSONAL  REGISTRATION  $10.00  PER  PERSON 
NUMBER  OF  MESSENGERS  @  10.00  EACH 

CHURCH  REPRESENTATION  $300.00 
GBSC  ANNUAL  SESSION 

PLEASE  SEND  YOUR  REGISTRATION/REPRESENTATION  FORM  TO: 

BAPTIST  HEADQUARTERS 

GBSC  ANNUAL  SESSION 

603  SOUTH  WILMINGTON  STREET 

RALEIGH,  NC  27601-2338 

800-639-GBSC  (4272)  -  919-821-7466 


AMOUNTS. 
AMOUNTS. 


MASTERCARD /VISA 


HOLIDAY  INN  BORDEAUX 

1707  OWEN  DRIVE 
FAYEHEVILLE,  NC  28304 
SINGLES  &  DOUBLES 
910-323-0111 
$72.00  +  TAX 


HEADQUARTERS  HOTELS 

THE  COMFORT  INN 


1922  SKIBO  ROAD 
FAYEHEVILLE,  NC 
SINGLES  &  DOUBLES 
910-867-1777,  800-537-2268 
$65.00  +  TAX 


RADISSON  PRINCE  CHARLES 
450  HAY  STREET 
FAYEHEVILLE,  NC 
SINGLES  &  DOUBLES 
910-434-4444 
$70.00  +  TAX 


DEADLINE  -  SEPTEMBER  27.  2002 
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From  the  Office  of  the  Third  Vice  President  of  GBSC 
Shaw  University  and  Shaw  Divinity  News 


Shaw  Announces  New  Master's  Program 


By  Reverend  N.  T.  Davis 

Greetings,  from  God  our  Father  and 
His  only  son  Jesus.  Fall  is  just  a  few  days 
away,  you  can  feel  the  changes  in  the  air, 
so  all  Praise  to  our  God  who  has  brought 
us  through 
another  season 
of  the  year. 
Peace  be  unto 
you.  May  His 
Saving  Grace  be 
yours. 

Things  at 
Shaw  University 
and  the  Divinity 
are  going  well, 
the  fall  term  is 
well  on  its  way. 
I  always  speak 

  to  the 

President's  office  and  the  Dean's  office. 

Let  us  Praise  our  God  for  the  bridge 
that  brought  us  over,  let  us  keep  focused 
on  the  things  that  are  before  us.  It  is 
budget  time  in  most  of  the  churches  of 
the  convention.  Please  put  Shaw 
University  and  the  Divinity  School  on 
your  list. 

God  has  blessed  us  with  one  of  the 
finest  Universities  in  the  world,  yet  it 
needs  our  daily  attention.  Pray  for  the 
university  and  the  student  body,  faculty. 


Rev.  N.T. 
Davis 


staff  and  President. 

At  the  end  of  October  I  will  cease  to 
write  as  the  Third  Vice  President.  I  have 
enjoyed  saying  a  few  words  of  greeting 
and  encouragement  to  the  Baptist  Family 
for  the  past  four  years  as  fourth  and  third 
vice  president  of  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention,  Inc. 

It  is  my  prayer  that  God  will  smile 
upon  you  and  shower  His  blessings  on 
you  from  day  to  day.  I  will  bless  the  Lord 
at  all  time  and  His  Praise  shall  continual- 
ly be  in  my  mouth. 

I  have  retired  after  twenty-five  years 
of  pastoral  work  and  about  forty-five 
years  of  public  work  at  UNC  Hospital 
and  IBM,  Raleigh.  God  has  richly  blessed 
my  whole  life.  ' 

If  I  may  be  of  service  to  any  church  or 
an  Association,  or  Union,  please  feel  free 
to  call  on  me.  Thanks  for  all  of  the  sup- 
port down  through  the  years. 

Again  God  has  opened  many  doors  for 
me  that  only  He  can  close.  I  will  still  be 
present  at  the  Convention  across  the  state. 
God  bless  you  all  for  the  great  things  He 
has  done.  To  God  be  the  Glory.  If  I  am 
needed,  call  (919)  362-7057. 

Go  Bears  Go! 


Save  the  Date! 


A  Musical  Tribute  and  Retirement  Celebration 
honoring  Dr.  Talbert  Oscall  Shaw 
The  12th  President  of  Shaw  University 

Sunday  evening 
The  Twenty  Fourth  Day  of  November 

Two  Thousand  Two 
The  BTi  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts 
Raleigh  Memorial  Auditorium 

Featuring 

The  Shaw  University  Choir 
Dr.  James  Abbington,  Director 
The  Morgan  State  University  Choir 
Dr.  Nathan  M.  Carter,  Director 
Accompanied  by  the  Raleigh  Symphony  Orchestra 

919-546-8300 

Proceeds  to  Benefit  the  Talbert  O.  Shaw  Scholarship  Endowment  Fund 


(Raleigh,  NC)  -  July  22,  2002  - 
President  Talbert  O.  Shaw  has  led  Shaw 
University  to  yet  another  milestone.  In 
the  fall  2001,  the  Board  of  Trustees  gave 
approval  for  the  Shaw  University  Divinity 
School  to  move  forward  with  the  devel- 
opment of  the  new  Master  of  Religious 
Education  (MRE)  degree  to  be  offered  in 
the  fall  of  2002.  Under  the  leadership  of 
Dr.  James  T.  Roberson,  Jr.,  Dean  of  the 
Shaw  University  Divinity  School,  the 
Master  of  Religious  Education  Program 
was  developed  and  approved  by  both  the 
Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and 
Schools  and  the  Association  of 
Theological  Schools  and  is  set  to  begin  in 
the  Fall.  Dr.  Titus  Haynes,  retired  profes- 
sor of  Religious  Education,  was  instru- 
mental in  the  development  of  this  new 
degree  program.  The  Master  of  Divinity 
Degree  program  has  stood  as  the  only 
degree  program  in  the  Divinity  School 


since  1969.  President  Shaw  brought  Dean 
Roberson  on  board  in  the  spring  of  2000 
with  the  hopes  of  moving  the  Divinity 
School  forward.  Dean  Roberson  has 
worked  tirelessly  to  promote  the  Divinity 
School  and  to  plan  for  its  future  growth. 
President  Shaw  and  Dean  Roberson  are 
both  proud  to  announce  this  new  Master 
of  Religious  Education  Degree  Program. 
Through  this  degree  program  students 
will  gain  an  understanding  of  the  educa- 
tional, social,  and  behavioral  sciences  that 
undergird  educational  practice,  as  well  as 
the  cultural  context  in  which  educational 
ministry  occurs.  Students  will  also  devel- 
op the  capacity  for  critical  and  construc- 
tive theological  reflection  regarding  the 
content  and  processes  of  educational  min- 
istry. In  addition,  they  will  develop  skills 
in  teaching  and  in  the  design,  administra- 

See  PROGRAM,  Page  22 


Shaw  University  Divinity  School 
Wins  Grant  Award 


Shaw  University  Divinity  School 
(SUDS)  has  received  a  one-year  N.  C. 
Department  of  Crime  Control  and  Public 
Safety  Governor's  Crime  Commission 
2002  Grant  Award  in  the  amount  of 
$164,000  to  address  the  issue  of  domestic 
violence  in  the  African  American  and 
faith  communities. 

According  to  Dr.  James  T  Roberson, 
Jr.,  Dean  of  the  Divinity  School  and  serv- 
ing as  Project  Director,  this  project  will 
develop  training  modules  to  be  used  in  all 
communities  of  faith  to  address  problems 
of  domestic  abuse  and  violence  in  the 
African  American  community.  Through 
research,  education,  and  awareness,  this 
project  will  attempt  to  reduce  the  inci- 
dences of  domestic  abuse  and  violence  in 
the  African  American  community. 

The  Domestic  Abuse  and  Violence 
Prevention  project  (DAVP)  Project  staff 
includes  Reverend  Rosalind  Polston  as 
Project  Manager,  Reverend  Evelyn 
Teasley,  Project  Liaison,  and  Donna 
Hawkins  as  Field  Coordinator.  The  proj- 


ect will  operate  primarily  in  the  Research 
Triangle  Park  (RTP)  area  and  will  serve 
the  broader  ecumenical  faith  community. 
"This  project  will  not  discriminate  based 
on  religious  preference,  nor  will  it  require 
membership  in  a  given  denomination  to 
be  eligible  to  participate,"  says  Reverend 
Polston. 

According  to  Reverend  Polston  the 
project  goals  are  ( 1 )  to  develop  an  all- 
inclusive  faith-based  curriculum  to 
address  the  issue  of  domestic  abuse  and 
violence  prevention,  which  will,  (2)  raise 
the  level  of  consciousness  in  the  faith 
community  on  the  issue  of  domestic 
abuse  and  violence,  and  thereby  (3) 
reduce  the  incidences  of  domestic  abuse 
and  violence  against  African  American 
women  in  the  RTP  areas. 

The  DAVP  Project  began  August  1 , 
2002  at  Shaw  University  Divinity  School 
and  will  also  include  the  use  of  college 
interns  to  collect  data,  conduct  needs 
assessments  and  assist  in  the  research  and 
evaluation  of  the  project.  ■ 


DAVP  Staff  (left  to  right):  Reverend  Evelyn  Teasley  ,  Project  Liaison;  Dr.  James 
Roberson,  Jr.,  Project  Director,  and  Reverend  Rosalind  Polston,  Project  Manager. 
(Not  pictured  is  Donna  Hawkins,  Field  Coordinator) 
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tion,  and  assessment  of  educational  pro- 
gramming. Lastly,  the  program  will  pro- 
mote growth  in  personal  and  spiritual 
maturity. 

The  two-year  MRE  degree  program  is 
designed  to  assist  teachers  and  church 
workers  in  the  educational  ministries  of 
the  church.  Some  of  the  required  courses 
include: 

Philosophy  of  Christian  Education 
Systematic  Theology 
Church  History 

Psychology  of  Religious  Learning 

Technology  for  Religious  Teachers 

Church  Administration 

Women  in  Western  Religious  History 

Ethics 

Pastoral  Counseling 
A  total  of  66  credit  hours  are  required 
for  graduation.  Classes  are  held  on 


Tuesdays,  Friday  evenings,  and 
Saturdays.  The  MRE  degree  program  will 
be  offered  at  the  Raleigh  campus  and  at 
the  University's  Winston-Salem  site  along 
with  the  currently  available  Master  of 
Divinity  degree  (MDiv).  Requirements 
for  admission  include  an  undergraduate 
degree  from  an  accredited  institution,  two 
references,  a  two-page  essay,  and  an 
application  fee.  For  more  information, 
call  919-546-8570.  In  addition,  an  appli- 
cation can  be  accessed  from  Shaw 
University's  Web  site  at  www.shawuni- 
versity.edu. 

Founded  in  1865,  Shaw  University  is 
the  oldest  historically  Black  institution  of 
higher  learning  in  the  South.  Since  1987, 
Shaw  University  has  been  under  the  lead- 
ership of  Dr.  Talbert  O.  Shaw  whose  lead- 
ership pursues  the  theme,  "Strides  to 
Excellence:  Why  Not  the  Best?"  ■ 


Shaw  University  NASA  Summer  Program 
Holds  Closing  Ceremony 


Raleigh,  NC  -  (July  15,  2002)  —  The 
closing  ceremony  of  the  NASA- 
PACE/MSET  Summer  Program  was  held 
this  summer  on  the  campus  of  Shaw 
University.  One  or  the  major  objectives  of 
the  pre-coUege  program,  which  is  funded 
with  a  grant  from  NASA,  was  to  motivate 
middle  school  students  to:  develop  an 
interest  in  Mathematics,  Science, 
Engineering,  and  Technology  areas  and 
pursue  high  school  and  college  studies  in 
these  areas.  The  project  was  implemented 
in  collaboration  with  Selma  Middle 
School  in  Johnston  Country,  NC,  and  the 
National  Aeronautics  and  Space 
Administration  (NASA).  Students  were 


involved  in  classroom  instruction,  field 
trips,  and  special  projects. 

Dr.  Talbert  O.  Shaw,  President  of 
Shaw  University,  was  the  keynote  speaker 
for  the  closing  ceremony.  In  addition, 
Selma  Middle  School  students  made  pre- 
sentations. 

Shaw  University,  founded  in  1865,  is 
the  oldest  historically  Black  institution  of 
higher  learning  in  the  South.  Since  1987, 
the  University  has  been  under  the  leader- 
ship of  President  Talbert  O.  Shaw. 
President  Shaw's  leadership  pursues  the 
theme:  "Strides  to  Excellence:  Why  Not 
the  Best?"  ■ 


REPORT,  Cotit'd  From  Page  16 

Editors,  The  New  Oxford  Annotated 
Bible  With  The  Apocrypha:  Revised 
Standard  Version 

(Oxford  University  Press,  New  York,  NY 
1973,1977)  Library  of  Congress 
Catalogue  #72-97494 

Frank  S.  Mead,  Handbook  of 
Denominations  In  The  United  States 

(Abingdon  Press,  Nashville,  TN  1985) 
ISBN  0-687-16571-7 

Cruden's  Concordance 

(Barbour  Book,  Uhrichsville,  OH 
1987)  ISBN  1-55748-015  X 

Helmut  Thielicke,  The  Waiting  Father: 
16  Parables  bv  Jesus  Interpreted  for 
Today 

(Harper  &  Row,  San  Francisco,  CA 
1957)  ISBN  0-06-067991-3 

Madeleine  S.  Miller  &  J.  Lane  Miller, 
The  New  Harper's  Bible  Dictionary 

(Harper  &  Row,  Publishers,  San 
Francisco,  CA  1973)  ISBN  0-06-065673-5 


LaRue,  Cleophus  J.,  The  Heart  of  Black 
Preaching 

(Westminster  John  Knox  Press, 
Louisville,  KY  2000)  ISBN  0-664-25847-6 

It  is  the  aim  of  this  Council  to  assist 
the  ministers  of  our  great  GBSC  of  NC. 
We  must  come  together  in  an  effort  to 
unite  pulpit  and  pew  in  effective 
Kingdom  business.  The  Pastoral  Mission 
of  caring  for  the  souls  of  the  members 
must  be  linked  with  the  efforts  of  the 
laity.  When  we  can  come  together  in  a 
unified  effort  to  serve  this  present  age,  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  will  indeed  be 
strengthened. 

Please  pray  for  this  work  and  continue 
to  help  whenever  possible.  Thank  You. 

Our  efforts  toward  the  Kingdom  of 
God  can  be  seen  in  this  testimony.  The 
following  testimony  was  first  seen  on  the 
wall  of  a  Pastor's  home  in  rural  Africa. 
Appreciation  and  thanks  are  given  to  the 
unknown  author.  The  writer  captures  for 
us  the  true  level  of  commitment  we  must 
make  to  God  and  to  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

"I  am  a  part  of  the  'fellowship  of  the 
unashamed'.  I  have  Holy  Spirit  power. 
The  dye  has  been  cast.  I've  stepped  over 


the  line.  The  decision  has  been  made.  I 
am  a  disciple  of  His.  I  won't  look  back, 
let  up,  slow  down,  back  away  or  be  still. 
My  past  is  redeemed,  my  present  makes 
sense  and  my  future  is  secure.  I  am  fin-  • 
ished  and  done  with  low  living,  sight 
walking,  small  planning,  smooth  knees, 
colorless  dreams,  tame  visions,  mundane 
talking,  chincy  giving  and  dwarfed  goals! 

"I  no  longer  need  pre-eminence,  pros- 
perity, position,  promotions,  plaudits  or 
popularity.  I  don't  have  to  be  right,  first, 
tops,  recognized,  praised,  regarded  or 
rewarded.  I  now  live  by  Presence,  lean  by 
faith,  love  by  patience,  lift  by  prayer  and 
labor  by  power. 

"My  face  is  set,  my  gait  is  fast,  my 
goal  is  heaven,  my  road  is  narrow,  my 
way  is  rough,  my  companions  few,  my 
Guide  reliable,  my  mission  clear.  I  cannot 
be  bought,  compromised,  detoured,  lured 
away,  turned  back,  diluted  or  delayed.  I 
will  not  flinch  in  the  face  of  sacrifice, 
hesitate  in  the  presence  of  adversity, 
negotiate  at  the  table  of  the  enemy,  pon- 
der at  the  pool  of  popularity  or  meander 
in  the  maze  of  mediocrity. 

"I  won't  give  up,  shut  up,  let  up  or 
bum  up  till  I've  preached  up,  prayed  up. 


paid  up,  stored  up  and  stayed  up  for  the 
cause  of  Christ. 

"I  am  a  disciple  of  Jesus.  I  must  go  till 
He  comes,  give  till  I  drop  and  preach  till 
everyone  knows. 

"And  when  He  comes  to  get  His  own. 
He'll  have  no  problems  recognizing 
me... my  colors  will  be  clear. 

"That  makes  it  clear,  doesn't  it?" 

H.  B.  London,  Jr.  &  Neil  B.  Wiseman, 
The  Heart  of  a  Great  Pastor 

(Regal  Press,  Ventora,  CA  1994)  p. 
219/ISBN  0-8307-1674-2  ■ 
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To  our  General  Boptist  Family: 


Believe  it  or  not,  our  opportunity  to  select  the  leadership  of  our  beloved  convention  is  just  around  the  corner.  Thanks  to  the  vision  and  leadership  of  our  current  presi- 
dent, we  are  poised  to  move  into  different  levels  of  ministry  that  will  challenge  each  of  us  to  a  deeper  commitment.  We  will  need  leadership  that  is  under  girded  by  commit- 
ment, experience  and  vision.  J.  C.  Harris  is  comprised  of  all  of  the  above  and  more.  We  has  demonstrated  his  ability  to  handle  adversity  while  maintaining  his  commitment  to 
General  Baptist  causes.  J.  C.  is  skillful  at  blending  the  wisdom  of  the  seasoned  with  the  energy  and  zeal  of  youth.  He  is  not  afraid  to  find  new  ways  of  doing  old  things  without 
being  exclusive. 

We  invite  you  to  join  the  growing  list  of  those  who  have  recognized  the  need  for  the  type  of  leadership  J.  C.  offers.  Please  consider  contributing  to  the  Harris  campaign 
by  commiting  your  support  to  our  cause.  Your  financial  contributions  ore  gladly  accepted  also.  Please  note  our  contact  information  below. 
May  God  Continue  to  bless  you  on  your  faith  journey. 


In  His  service, 


Gregory  K.  Moss,  Sr. 
Pastor,  St.  Paul  Baptist  Church,  Charlotte,  N.C.  and  Co-Campaign  Coordinator 


Campaign  Coordinators  &  Supporters 
Dr.  6.  K.  Moss,  Chairman 

Dr.  George  Cook,  Co-Chairman 

Dr  C.  y.  Owens,  Treasurer 

Dr  W.  B.  Lewis 

Dr  Clary  L.  Phelps 

Dr  Aaron  Johnson 

Dr  C  R.  Mosley 

Rev.  Walter  Tidline 

Dr  John  Walker 

Dr  Jasper  Reed 

Rev.  Theodore  Breeden 

Rev.  James  Davis 

Rev  Thomas  Walker 

Rev  Melvin  Johnson 

Rev  Charles  D.  Bell 

Rev.  Robert  Holloman 

Rev  Ruby  Clark 

Rev  W.  1  Raynor 

Rev  Charles  Howard 

Dr  Donaldson  Jones 

Dr  Jerry  Drayton 

Dr  Joseph  R.  Rogers 

Rev  H.  L.  Nicholson 

Rev  C  B.  Mingo 

Rev  J.  B.  Woodbouse 

Rev  John  W.  Cade 

Rev  Lawrence  B.  Kelsey 

Mr  Clifton  Bell 

Rev  Glenwood  Hemmingway 

Mr  Cleveland  Griffin 

Rev  W.  D.  Roseman 

Rev  Thomas  White 

Rev  James  fuh/ood 

Dr  William  Wright 

Rev  Andre  Carr 

Rev  James  D.  Harkley 

Rev  Reva  Paschall 

Rev  Undo  H.  Taybron 

DrJ.lWindley 

Rev  Roosevelt  Whitehead,  Jr 

Deacon  Curtis  Walker 

Rev  James  Roseboro 

Dr  H.  S.  Diggs 

Dr.  mious  M.  Avery 

Dr  Robert  McGowens 

Rev  Norman  Dudley 

Rev  William  Clayton 

Rev  Haywood  T.  Gray 

Dr  R.  I.  Devoe 
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Rev  W.  W.  Williams 
Rev  N.  P.  Brodie 
Rev  Joseph  I  Walker,  Sr 
Dr  John  Mendez 
Dr  Paul  Drummond 
Rev  David  Houston 
Rev  Frederick  Gordon 
Rev  Emma  Solomon 
Rev  Patrick  L.  Cheston 
Dr  R.  W  Styles 
Rev  J.  R.  Clayburn 
Rev  Gary  L.  Cobb 
Dr  David  Cook,  Jr 
Rev  Leo  Stevenson 
Rev  S.  C.  Fairley 
Rev  J.  L.  Stowe 
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Rev  James  Diggs  Rev  Reginald  Kellam 

Rev  James  A.  Mitchell,  Sr  Pastor  Ezekiel  Sutton 

Rev  Eddie  Williams  Deacon  Richard  Truesdale 


Rev  James  a.  mm 
Rev  Eddie  Williams 
Dr  J.  f.  Palmer 
Dr  S.  T  Churn 
Dr  Joseph  Jones 
Dr  J.  R.  Samuels 
Dr  Gregory  T  Headen 
Rev  Timothy  Walker 
Rev  Melvin  B.  Solomon 
Rev  A.  A.  Brown 
Rev  A.  I  Griffey,  III 
Rev  Promise  Rowe,  Sr 
Rev  Lawrence  D.  Durham 
Rev  John  Daniels 
Rev  Thomas  Taylor 
Dr  J.  D.Ballard 
DrWJ.Cox 
Dr  E  B.  Turner 
Dr  Johnny  R.  Freeman 
Rev  David  L.  Bracken 
Rev  Norman  Kerry 
Rev  M.  T.  Clowney 
Dr  J.  L.  Morgan 
Rev  H.  S.  Barbar 
Rev  K.  E  Gamble 
Rev  Joseph  B.  Parks 
Rev  Keith  Rosby 
Rev  Lincoln  Lee 
Rev  H.  P  Dalton 
Dr  Matthew  Rouse,  Jr 
Dr  Paul  A.  Lowe,Jr 
Rev  Darryl  McConnell 
Dr  J.  Ray  Butler 
Rev.  John  I  Oliver 


Dr  Elbert  Lee 
Rev  Charles  E  Mack 
Rev  David  Thompson 
Rev  Richard  Battle 
Rev  Lemon  Brown 
Mr  Matthew  Moore 
Rev  Roy  Williams 
Mr  George  Byrd 
Rev  Joseph  F.  Kearns 
Rev  John  Mason 
Rev  Derious  Johnson 
Rev  Konnie  Robinson 
Dr  Donald  Ray  Jenkins 
Rev  Michael  Richardson 
Rev  Gertrude  Jones 
Rev  Walter  Taylor 
Rev  Reginald  Kellam 
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College  Credit:  Don't  dig 
yourself  into  debt  with  your 
first  credit  card 

By  Attorney  General  Roy  Cooper 

Students  arriving  on  college  and  uni- 
versity campuses  across  North  Carolina 
are  getting  ready  to  start  a  new  semester. 
And  on  many  of  these  campuses,  they're 
arriving  to  find  credit  card  offers  that 
sound  like  quick  and  easy  ways  to  get  a 
free  T-shirt,  coffee  mug  or  tote  bag.  While 
the  process  may  seem  simple  -  fill  out  a 
form,  get  your  freebie  plus  credit  for  life 
-  signing  up  for  a  credit  card  is  serious 
business.  Before  you  take  that  T-shirt, 
take  some  time  to  study  the  facts  about 
credit  cards  so  that  you  can  make  an 
informed  decision. 

On  the  plus  side,  credit  cards  can  offer 
a  number  of  benefits.  They  are  particular- 
ly helpful  for  emergencies,  and  can  also 
help  you  establish  a  credit  history. 

But  if  you  are  a  careless  charger,  you 
might  end  up  digging  yourself  into  a 
financial  hole  instead  of  building  up  good 
credit.  Sometimes  using  a  credit  card  is 
easy  because  it  seems  like  it  isn't  real 
money.  But  when  statements  arrive  with 
the  unpaid  balance  and  interest  piling  up, 


card  users  realize  that  the  debt  they  are 
accumulating  is  very  real.  More  than  one 
out  of  every  five  undergraduates  who 
have  credit  cards  owe  between  $3,000 
and  $7,000.  From  freshman  year  to  grad- 
uation, students  double  their  average 
credit  card  debt  and  triple  the  niftnber  of 
credit  cards  in  their  wallets. 

Excessive  credit  card  debt  can  create 
long-term  problems  that  may  hamper 
buying  a  car,  taking  out  a  mortgage  or 
even  getting  a  job.  High  debt  can  cause 
stress  that  forces  reduced  class  loads  or 
even  dropping  out  of  school  to  pay  off 
debts.  One  University  pf  Indiana  adminis- 
trator commented,  "We  lose  more  stu- 
dents to  credit  card  debt  than  to  academic 
failure." 

Before  you  apply  for  a  credit  card,  do 
your  homework 

•  Shop  around.  The  card  that  looks  the 
coolest  or  offers  the  best  free  item  may 
not  be  the  best  credit  card  for  you. 
Remember,  a  free  T-shirt  isn't  worth 
seven  years  of  bad  credit. 

•  Compare  interest  rates.  There  is  a 
wide  range  of  difference.  Be  sure  to  read 
the  fine  print  about  how  the  rate  can 
change. 


•  Don't  fall  for  a  tease.  Some  credit 
cards  offer  a  low  teaser  rate  as  a  special 
introductory  offer.  After  the  first  few 
months,  the  rate  may  jump  significantly. 

•  Learn  how  quickly  it  adds  up.  Most 
credit  card  companies  do  not  charge  inter- 
est on  purchases  if  you  pay  the  balance 
before  the  due  date  on  the  statement.  This 
is  called  the  grace  period.  Other  compa- 
nies, however,  may  charge  interest  fi-om 
the  date  of  purchase.  Select  a  card  that 
offers  a  grace  period  to  avoid  paying 
more  interest.  And  remember  that  most 
all  credit  cards  charge  interest  on  cash 
advances  from  the  date  of  the  advance, 
with  no  grace  period. 

•  Avoid  the  "extra"  fees.  Many  credit 
cards  charge  late  fees,  over-the-limit  fees 
and  extra  fees  on  cash  advances.  These 
"add-on"  fees  can  make  for  an  expensive 
credit  card. 

•  Protect  your  privacy.  Read  the  card's 
privacy  poUcy,  which  should  give  you  a 
way  to  opt  out  of  the  company  selling 
your  personal  information  to  other  busi- 
nesses. This  will  help  cut  down  on  the 
number  of  pre-approved  credit  card  offers 
crowding  your  mailbox. 

•  Select  just  one  card.  You  only  need 
one  credit  card  to  build  good  credit.  Plus, 


it  makes  it  easier  to  pay  your  balance  on 
time. 

Once  you've  chosen  a  card,  use  it  wisely 

•  Pay  it  in  full.  Pay  off  the  fiiU  balance 
every  month  if  at  all  possible.  Carrying  a 
balance  will  cost  you.  If  you  have  a  credit 
card  with  a  19.8  percent  interest  rate,  a 
$3,000  balance,  and  you  make  $60 
monthly  payments,  it  will  take  you  nine 
years  to  pay  it  off  and  cost  you  more  than 
$6,000. 

•  Pay  it  on  time.  Be  sure  you  mail  your 
check  in  plenty  of  time  to  arrive  before 
the  date  your  payment  is  due.  If  your  pay- 
ment is  even  one  day  late,  yoiu^  credit 
card  company  wiU  charge  you  a  late  fee 
(which  is  often  as  much  as  $30)  and  inter- 
est on  the  balance. 

•  Know  your  limit.  If  you  make  pay- 
ments on  time  your  bank  could  automati- 
cally increase  your  credit  limit.  Don't  let 
a  higher  credit  limit  cause  you  to  slip  into 
deeper  debt.  Remember,  you  still  have  to 
pay  it  off. 

If  you  need  help  making  your  credit 
card  decisions,  you  can  contact  the 
Federal  Reserve  Board's  Division  of 
Consumer  Affairs  at  (202)  452-3603  or 
www.federalreserve.gov.  ■ 


•  New  Vision 

•  New  Direction 

•  New  Methods 

•  New  Leadership 

for  R€todltfi0  the 

General  Baptist  State  Convention 


J.  C.  Harris 

For  President  of  the 
General  Baptist  State  Convention,  Inc. 
of  North  Carolina 

Vote  October  2002 


Bjdtooling  the  Church  for  the  21st  Century 


Retooling  the  Churth  for  the  21st  Century 

Special  Convention  Goals 


Iul(e4:l8 


D'  Be  open  to  Baptist  Diversity  for  Churches 
who  may  have  different  interpretation  of 
Scripture  or  doctrinal  concepts,  symbol- 
ism, or  practice, 
i?  Evaluate  the  effectiveness  of  the  organi- 
zational concepts  of  the  mission. 
^  To  promote  flome  and  Foreign  Mission, 
Christian  Educotion  Ministerial  training, 
Social  Services,  the  distribution  of  the 
Bible,  and  the  Teaching  of  Theology. 
^  Baptist  Student  Union 
1?  Red,  White  and  Blue  Commission 
Scholarships  for  1000  students: 
•Pre-Medicol  Students 

•  Future  Teachers  of  America 
•Pre-Theological  Students 
•Math  and  Science  Students 
•Nursing  Students 

1?  Moderator's  Ministry  to: 

•  Develop  a  statewide  Ministry  to 
embrace  the  objectives  of  the 
Convention 

•A  Convention  of  inclusion 
•Student  enrollment 
Scholarships 
NAACP  Membership 
Pastor's  Leadership  Conference 


•Sponsor  the  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 
Banquet 

•  Have  District  Associational  objec- 
tives 

•Plan  a  Shaw  Day  in  All  Associations 
Make  the  evangelization  of  North 
Carolina  the  Hud  of  the  General  Baptist 
Home  Missions  Effort 
"^t  Promote  a  Massive  Bible  Distribution 
Project 

Ij*  Offer  a  comprehensive  program  of  train- 
ing, support  and  assistance  to  local 
churches  in  the  oreas  of  evangelism. 
Christian  education,  church  management, 
and  Baptist  polity 

Sanction  mission  for  each  association 
Ij'  Establish  a  General  Baptist  Scholarship  in 

every  association 
ij"  Spearhead  Year-Round  use  of  J.  J. 

Johnson  Assembly  by  the  General  Baptist 

Family 

Prioritize  the  growth  of  the  General 
Baptist  Foundation 
D'  Support  Economic  Development  efforts  in 
communities  served  by  the  General 
Baptists  Churches 


NEWS 


Church  World  Service  Interfaith  Trauma  Counseling  Still  Going  One  Year  After  9/11 


Trauma  Response  Training  Program 

Expands  in  U.S.,  Abroad 

Submitted  by  Carol  J.  Smith,  Managing  Editor 

As  people  in  the  United  States  pre- 
pared for  the  first  anniversary  of  the 
September  1 1  terrorist  attacks,  Church 
World  Service  continued  its  recovery 
work  in  responding  to  the  disaster,  with 

special  emphasis 
on  spiritual  care, 
particularly  to 
clergy  and  other 
caregivers  with 
the  September 
1 1  crisis  and  its 
aftermath. 

A  year  into  the 
recovery,  reli- 
gious leaders 
and  caregivers 
are  finding  their 
jobs  are  still 

  daunting. 

Indeed,  for  many  spiritual  leaders 
throughout  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Connecticut,  Washington,  D.C.,  and 
Pennsylvania,  understanding  the  nature 
and  scope  of  public  trauma,  the  faith 
responses  to  trauma,  and  preparing  them- 
selves and  their  congregations  to  respond 
to  the  pastoral  needs  of  their  communities 
have  sometimes  seemed  like  an  insur- 
mountable calling. 

That  is  why  Church  World  Service  has 
made  pastoral  and  spiritual  care  a  comer- 
stone  of  its  immediate  and  long-term 
response  to  September  1 1 . 

"As  a  faith-based  humanitarian  aid 
organization,  spiritual  and  emotional  care 
support  has  always  been  one  of  many 
parts  of  our  emergency  response  to 


Carol 
Smith 


domestic  crisis,"  said  Rick  Augsburger, 
director  of  CWS's  Emergency  Response 
Program.  "For  the  first  time,  the  events  of 
September  1 1  made  the  provision  of  spir- 
itual and  emotional  care  the  priority  focus 
of  our  response.  New  programming 
efforts  were  required  to  support  the 
capacity  of  the  faith  community  and 
ensure  that  spiritual  and  emotional  care 
continues  for  the  long  term. 

"When  you  have  an  event,  such  as 
September  1 1 ,  that  traumatizes  so  widely, 
tremendous  resources  and  efforts  are 
required  to  provide  spiritual  and  emotion- 
al support.  This  is  a  capacity  that  the  faith 
community  has  and  stands  ready  to  pro- 
vide in  the  wake  of  September  1 1  and  in 
response  to  disasters  of  all  kinds," 
Augsburger  said. 

Two  days  after  the  terrorist  attack, 
Church  World  Service  mobilized  its  first 
Interfaith  Crisis  Counseling  teams  to  New 
York.  These  teams  were  requested  to  pro- 
vide emotional  and  spiritual  care,  as  well 
as  critical  incident  stress  debriefing  to 
traumatized  individuals  and  to  emergency 
rescue  personnel.  The  teams  addressed 
immediate  needs  and  also  served  as  the 
first  step  for  CWS's  provision  of  long- 
term  recovery  services  and  direct  inter- 
faith response  to  caregivers  and  those 
affected  in  the  New  York  community. 

Since  February,  more  than  100  pastors 
and  other  caregivers  from  the  New  York 
City  and  Washington,  D.C.,  metropolitan 
areas  have  participated  in  five-day  train- 
ing programs  -  the  monthly  Seminars  on 
Trauma  Awareness  and  Recovery  (STAR) 
co-sponsored  by  CWS  and  the  Conflict 
Transformation  Program  of  Eastern 
Mennonite  University  (EMU)  in 


Harrisonburg,  Virginia.  Another  300  cler- 
gy and  caregivers  have  participated  in  2 1 
trainings  as  part  of  CWS's  Interfaith 
Trauma  Response  Program  (ITRP),  held 
throughout  the  New  York  City  metropoli- 
tan area  and  in  Washington,  D.C.  Those 
trainings  have  been  held  since  October 
2001. 

The  Interfaith  Trauma  Response 
Program  (ITRP)  is  helping  equip  religious 
leaders  and  caregivers  with  insight  into 
addressing  the  psychological  and  theolog- 
ical impact  of  large-scale  public  trauma. 
The  Seminars  on  Trauma  Awareness  & 
Recovery  (STAR)  build  upon  the  work  of 
the  Interfaith  Trauma  Response  trainings, 
with  special  focus  on  the  deeper  and 
broader  issues  of  justice,  reconciliation 
and  peace-building  in  relationship  to 
events  of  trauma.  It  equips  them  with 
practical  tools  to  apply  in  their  congrega- 
tions and  communities.  Both  programs 
will  continue  well  into  2003. 

Other  programs  that  CWS  is  support- 
ing in  the  wake  of  September  1 1  are: 

Providing  funding  for  interfaith  devel- 
opment and  direct  assistance  programs  to 
the  New  York  Interfaith  Disaster 
Response  Initiative;  the  New  Jersey 
Interfaith  Disaster  Recovery  Partnership; 
Long  Island  Council  of  Churches  Disaster 
Taskforce;  and  the  Greater  Washington, 
D.C.  Council  of  Churches  Disaster 
Response  Program.  In  addition,  commu- 
nity service  organizations  in  New  York 
and  Washington,  D.  C,  with  particular 
programs  to  assist  those  with  special 
needs,  have  received  grants  from  CWS. 

Supporting  the  faith  community  in 
New  Jersey,  Ne\y  York,  and  Washington, 
D.C,  in  seeking  resources  for  those 


whose  needs  are  beyond  other  agency 
programs.  Many  churches  and  community 
organizations  have  seen  a  substantial 
increase  in  families  needing  assistance 
with  housing,  food,  utilities,  medical,  and 
transportation.  In  addition,  they  have  also 
provided  advocacy  and  spiritual  and  emo- 
tional care/counseling.  CWS  has  hosted  a 
series  of  monthly  meetings  that  have 
become  a  venue  for  faith-based  sharing 
around  issues  common  to  their  con- 
stituency, revelation  of  emerging  con- 
cerns, passing  on  new  information,  and 
visioning  new  ministry  options. 

The  development  of  a  team  of  profes- 
sionally credentialed  and  experienced 
pastoral  care-givers  and  critical  incident 
stress  debriefers  as  a  resource  for 
September  1 1  recovery  and  in  preparation 
for  responding  to  future  large-scale  trau- 
matic events. 

In  addition,  CWS  has  co-sponsored  a 
series  of  interactive  web-casts  co-spon- 
sored by  faithandvalues.com  that  have 
dealt  with  such  topics  as:  "Hearing  the 
Muslim  Community:  Preparing  for 
Interfaith  Disaster  Response";  "Tragedy 
and  Spiritual  Care";  "Patriotism  and 
Peace";  "Heroism  and  Risk-Taking";  and 
"Grief  and  Recovery". 

The  discussion  forums  have  featured 
panels  of  faith  leaders,  scholars,  profes- 
sional counselors,  and  journalists,  with 
interactive  participation  by  congregations 
and  pastoral  leadership  groups  world- 
wide. The  web-casts  can  be  viewed  at 
www.faithandvalues.com. 

For  more  information  about  Church 
World  Service  and  its  trauma  recovery 
work,  visit  www.churchworldservice.org. 


MAKE  TREMENDOUS  PROFITS  BY  SPONSORING  POSITIVE  BLACK 
IMAGE  FUND-RAISERS  OR  SELLING  BLACK  ART  RETAIL!! 


National  Kidney  Foundation 


Submitted  by  Carol  J.  Smith,  Managing  Editor 
Your  car  can  do  a  lot  more  than  take 
up  space  in  your  garage!  For  the 
National  Kidney  Foundation  and  Kidney 
Cars,  its  nationwide  vehicle  donation  pro- 
gram, your  car  can  save  a  life.  If  you've 
been  thinking  of  selling  or  trading  in  your 
car,  why  not  avoid  the  hassle  and  donate 
it  instead? 

Donating  your  vehicle  is  easy.  Just 
call  1-800-488-CARS  and  a  representa- 
tive of  the  National  Kidney  Foundation 
will  walk  you  through  the  process  of 
donation.  They'll  even  arrange  to  have 
your  vehicle  picked  up  free  of  charge, 
and  mail  you  a  letter  acknowledging  your 
donation  for  tax  purposes. 

The  Kidney  Cars  Program  turns  vehi- 
cles into  hope  for  thousands  of  children 
and  adults  suffering  from  kidney  disease. 
The  National  Kidney  Foundation  is  dedi- 


cated to  preventing  kidney  and  urinary 
tract  diseases,  improving  the  health  and 
well  being  of  individuals  and  families 
affected  by  these  diseases  and  increasing 
the  availability  of  all  organs  for  transplan- 
tation. 

If  you  would  like  to  help  save  lives  in 
North  Carolina,  donate  your  vehicle  to 
the  Kidney  Cars  Program  by  calling  1- 
800-488-CARS  or  donate  online  at 
www.nkfnc.org.  ■ 
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PBlArts  Prints  Ae  Superb  For:  Churches  &  Religious  Organizations  •  Building  Funds  •  Educational 
Funds  •  Church  Board(Usher,  Deacon,  Choir,  etc.)  •  Other  Special  Projects  or  Events  •  Individuals  •  Small 
Business  Start-up  (Home-based,  Vendors,  etc.)  Part-time  Business  •  Extra  Income 

"The  Old  Fashioned  Baptism" 


by  Arthello  Beck 


Order  Your  Sampler  or  Starter 
Kit  Now  for  only  $20! 


Fund-raiser  Sampler  Kit  includes:  4  full  color 
Religious  Art  Prints  •  Instructions  for  Conducting 
an  Event  •  Over  100  images  of  Black  Art  (Open  & 
Limited  Edition  Prints  focusing  on  Religious, 
Children's  &  Contemporary  Themes)  •  All 
Occasion  &  Christmas  Greeting  Cards  &  Artifacts 
&  Casual  Wear  •  Free  Mini-Prints  •  A  Free 
Subscription  to  om-  PBI  Newsletter  •  Below 
Wholesale  Prices! 


SEND  TO:  POSITIVE  IMAGES,  PO  BOX  775,  DEPT.  CFR,  GAITHERSBURG,  MD  20884 

 Please  Rush  Fund-Raiser  Sample  Kit(s)  For  Only  $20  EA.  Individualual  Start  Kit  ONLY  $20  EA.  _ 


I  Money  order,  check  or  Cashier's  Check  payable  to:  Positive  Black  Images  enclosed. 

I  Charge  to  my  Visa  MasterCard*  

Signature  

I  Ship  to:  Name  .  

j  Address 

I  Phone  

I  


.  Exp.  Date  _ 


City 


Zip 


_Evening  Number  _ 


October  2002  27 


Dr.  Charles  T.  Bullock  Candidate  for  President  of  the 
General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Inc. 


And  He  gave  some,  apostles;  and  some,  prophets;  and  some,  evangelists;  and  some, 
pastor  and  teachers;  for  the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for 
the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ  (Ephesians  4:11-12). 

Equipping  and  Encouraging  ttie  Church  of  Serve  the  Present  Age. 


Charles  T.  Bullock 


We  have  the  responsibility  to  help  every  other  member  in  the  body  of  Christ  to  grow 
in  faith.  The  ministry  is  for  all  who  are  called  to  share  in  Christ's  life.  Through 
education  and  research  we  can  use  our  gifts  for  the  building  up  of  the  body  of 
Christ.  Integrity  and  commitment  exemplify  our  dedication  for  carrying  out  the 
mandates  of  Christ. 


E 
R 


C 


Education  ~  vision  to  enhance  the  teaching  Ministry  of  our  convention,  utilizing 
state-of-the-art  strategies  and  technology  on  the  local,  state  and  collegiate  levels  at 
Shaw  University  and  Shaw  University  Divinity  School.  This  involves  online 
courses  and  the  World  Wide  Web. 

Research  —  exposure  to  studies,  material  and  resources  that  provide  relevant 
solutions  to  problems  and  issues  our  churches  are  facing  today  as  it  relates  to 
ministry,  internal  conflict,  money  management  skills,  and  health  and  human 
services. 

Integrity  -  a  bold  declaration  of  Whose  we  are  and  how  faithfully  we  support  the 
cause  of  Jesus  Christ  through  financial  support,  piarticipation  and  promotion  of  the 
ideals,  objectives  and  ministry  of  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North 
Carolina,  Inc. 

Commitment  —  my  declared  intentions  to  execute  the  duties  and  responsibilities 
of  the  office  of  President  as  mandated  by  the  constitution  and  in  keeping  with  God's 
Word.  As  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  President  of  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Inc.,  I  commit  to  serve  on  behalf  of  its  constituency 
in  helping  to  further  develop  and  implement  ministries  through  Education. 
Research,  Integrity  and  Commitment. 

Paid  for  by  the  Committee  to  Elect  Charles  T.  Bullock  President  of  the  General 
Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Inc. 

Paul  L.  Anderson,  Campaign  Manager 
Dumas  A.  Harshaw,  Jr.,  Treasurer 


PO.  Box  28522 
Raleigh,  NC  27601 
cbullock@msbc-nc.org 


919-833-9756  -  Office 
919-833-1947  -  Fax 
919-571-9068  -  Home 


A&O  CHURCH  FURNITURE 

P.O.  Box  1053,  Jamestown,  NC  27282  Showroom:  1005  Greensboro  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27250 

Local  336-454-5145  •  Fax  336-5583  •  Toll  1-800-523-9058  •  E-mail  Address:  aochurchfumiture@hotmail.com 


ECCLESIASTES  3:4      AND  A  TIME  TO  LAUGH..." 


Minister  Alcindor  Hankins 
Gospel  Comedian 
405  Creekbluff  Drive 
Fuquay-Varina,  North  Carolina  27526 
(919)  557-1227 

Psalms  4:6:10  "Be  Still  and  Know  That  I  am  God" 
"He's  More  God  Than  I  Ever  Need" 


•  Wh(ik's:ik- 

•  I'l  icing  lo  ChuiLlics  c>c 
Chiircli-Ariili.ilccl  ScIkioIs 

•  Chissr(H>in  SealiiiL! 

•  ClK.lkbo.iRK 

•  Biillclin  BiKirds 

•  Rilclins;  Lihlus 

•  Folding  Chciiis 

•  Rockins;  Chiiir-. 

•  Sloriigc  Desks 

■  Tciii. hcis  Desks 


•  Hasols 

•  .ki\eiiilc  l-iiinilurc 

•  [-olcling  .SlagL-s 

•  Acli\'il\  Tables 

•  LibiMiA  FiirnilLiiv 

•  Folding  Doors 

•  Room  Di\  idi.'is 

•  OITite  Desks 

•  Cabinets 

•  Coniniereial  Carpet 


•  l.eelein 

•  Co.ii  R.ieks 

•  Niirser\  Crihs  &  Cols 

•  Peus 

•  Carpel 

•  Stained  Class 

•  Pew  L  pholstering 

•  IVu  Cushions 

•  lultiealional  l-iirnitin'e 


A  &  O  is  Alpha  &  OMEGA  (Your  Source  for  Complete  Church  Furniture) 


CecUta  "Wafton 
833-8440 

TornTouOnCy 

SyC^ciGa 

(DressnuiAing,  (Draperies  t!r'  *UphoCstery 


Conducting  (Bvsiness  biased tm  Cfiristian  <Pnnciples 


BAPTIST  INFORMER  RENEWAL  &  SUBSCRIPTION  FORM 


Your  expiration  date  is  included  on  your  mailing  label. 
Individual  subscriptions  are  $20.00  per  year. 


□  New    □  Renewal 

□  Address  Change  (include  old  label) 


□  1  Year  □  2  Years 
□  Years 


□  3  Years 


Street: 

City: 

State: 

Zip: 

Phone:  ( 

) 

Total  Amount  Enclosed:  $ 

Make  Check  or  Money  Order  payable  to:  General  Baptist  State  Convention. 
Mastercard  and  Yisa  accepted  by  phone. 

BAPTIST  INFORMER 
603  S.  WILMINGTON  STREET,  RALEIGH,  NC  27601 
(919)  821-7466  ToU-Free:  (800  639-4272 


28       Baptist  Informer 


(PLEASE  CONTACT  CHURCHES  FOR 
SPECIFIC  QUALIFICATIONS  SOME 
REQUIRE  3  OR  MORE  YEARS  PAS- 
TORAL EXPERIENCE,  SEMINARY 
TRAINING,  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
ORDINATION,  MUSICAL  SKILLS) 
(FOR  SPECIFIC  CHURCH  QUALIFI- 
CATIONS CONTACT  THE  PULPIT 
COMMITTEE) 

PASTORS 

MOUNT  OLIVE  MISSIONARY  BAP- 
TIST CHURCH,  Bayboro,  NC:  currently 
accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor. 
Interested  applications  should  provide  the 
following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

3.  One  business  arid  two  personal  refer- 
ences (no  family  references) 

Send  information  to: 

Mayor  B.  Credle,  Deacon  Chairman 

Mt.  Olive  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

5972  NC  Highway  304 

Bayboro,  NC  28515 

OLIVE  BRANCH  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Elizabeth  City, 
NC:  currently  accepting  applications  for  a 
Pastor,  Interested  applicants  should  pro- 
vide a  resume. 
Send  information  to: 
The  Pulpit  Committee 
Brother  Elonza  Joyner,  Chairperson 
106  Graves  Avenue 
EUzabeth  City,  NC  27909 
elonzajoybner(5)hotmail.com 

PASTOR:  OAKEY  GROVE  MISSION- 
ARY BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Clayton, 
NC:  currently  accepting  applications  for  a 
Pastor  with  strong  Missionary  Baptist 
roots.  We  are  affiliated  with  the  Johnston 
District  Missionary  Baptist  Association 
and  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention. 
Interested  applicants  should  provide  the 
following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  Personal  references 
Send  information  to: 
Oakey  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Pulpit  Search  Committee 

Deacon  Loomis  Hodges,  Chairperson 
PO  Box  2435 
Smithfield,  NC  27577 


MOUNT  CARMEL  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Elizabeth  City, 
NC:  currently  accepting  applications  for  a 
Pastor.  The  church  is  located  in  Hertford 
County.  Interested  applicants  should  pro- 
vide the  following: 

1 .  A  Resume 

2.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

3.  Two  personal  references  (no  family  ref- 
erences) 

Send  information  to: 

Mount  Pleasant  Missionary  Baptist 

Church 

Pastor  Search  Committee 
ATTN:  Deacon  Eugene  White 
815  Swains  Mill  Road 
Harrellsville,  NC  27942 

UNION  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Warrenton,  NC:  currently  accepting  appli- 
cations for  a  Pastor.  Interested  applicants 
should  provide  the  following: 
A  Resume 
Send  information  to: 
Brother  Alonza  Jones,  Board  Chairman 
Pastor  Search  Committee 
Route  2,  Box  128 
Norlina,  NC  27563 

FIRST  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  Thomasville,  NC:  currently 
accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor  with 
strong  Missionary  Baptist  roots.  We  are 
affiliated  with  the  Johnston  District 
Missionary  Baptist  Association  and  the 
General  Baptist  State  Convention,  inter- 
ested applicants  should  provide  a  resume. 
Send  information  to: 
Tanya  M.  Autry,  Chairperson 
Pastor  Search  Committee 
First  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
103  Church  Street 
Thomasville,  NC  27360 

EBENEZER  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Neburgh,  NY:  currently  accepting  appli- 
cations for  Senior  Pastor  with  strong 
Baptist  roots.  The  Committee  will  provide 
each  candidate  with  an  application  packet. 
Send  request  to: 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church 
ATTN:  Deacon  Milton 
Buxton/Confidential 
PO  Box  248 

Newburgh,  NY  12551-0248 


CHRISTOPHER  E.  JENKINS  CPA 

Jenkins  Management  Counsulting,  P.C. 

Non-Profit  Accounting  &  Management 
Audits  •  Church  Administration 
Clergy  Tax  &  Financial  Planning 
Tax/Information  Return  Preparation 
Voice  (252)  439-1185  •  FAX  (252)  439-1184 
2024  Mare's  Way,  Greenville,  NC  27858 
e-mail:  jmgmtc@greenville.com 


SHADY  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

East  Spencer,  NC:  currently  accepting 
applications  for  a  Pastor  with  strong 
Missionary  Baptist  roots.  Interested  appli- 
cants should  provide  the  following: 

1.  A  resume 

2.  at  least  four  references:  (2)  business  (2) 
personal 

3.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

Send  information  to: 

Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church 

ATTN:  Clarence  A.  Jones,  Chairperson 

PO  Box  447 

East  Spencer,  NC  28039 

MOUNT  CALVARY  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Wilmington,  NC: 
currently  accepting  applications  for 
Pastor  with  strong  Missionary  Baptist 
roots.  Interested  applicants  should  pro- 
vide the  following: 

1 .  A  resume  or  Letter  of  Interest 

2.  At  least  five  references:  (Two  can  be 
ministers) 

3.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

Send  information  to: 

Mount  Calvary  Missionary  Baptist 

Church 

ATTN:  Rena  Lennon 
PO  Box  1970 
Wilmington,  NC  28420 

SHILOH  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Kitrell,  NC  currently  accept- 
ing applications  for  a  Pastor  with  strong 
Missionary  Baptist  roots,  interested  appli- 
cants should  provide  the  following: 
1 .  A  resume  with  cover  letter  of  interest 
Send  information  to: 
Shiloh  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Pulpit  Search  Committee 
POBox  175 
Kitrell,  NC  7544-0175 
252-492-0567 

EASTERN  STAR  MISSIONARY  BAP- 
TIST CHURCH:  of  Tarboro,  North 
Carolina  27886  seeking  a  pastor. 
•He  must  be  experienced 
•Well  seasoned 

•He  must  live  by  the  word  of  God 
•Willing  to  teach  Sunday  school  and  bible 
study  class 


•Must  be  between  the  age  of  25-55 
Please  submit  resume  to: 
Pulpit  Committee 

Eastern  Star  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Post  Office  Box  1677 
Tarboro,  North  Carolina  27886 

THE  ST.  JOHN  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

seeks  a  pastor  to  serve  as  its  spiritual 
leader,  teacher,  counselor  and  administra- 
tor. St.  John  has  a  rich  legacy  of  75  years 
of  service  to  the  city,  county,  state  and 
country,  which  suggests  the  following  list 
of  desired  characteristics: 
•Must  be  a  licensed,  ordained  Baptist 
minister. 

•Must  possess  ability  to  teach,  train  and 
coach  church  officers  and  auxiliary  lead- 
ers. 

•Must  have  the  skills  and  be  willing  to 
work  with  all  age  groups  with  particular 
emphasis  on  the  spiritual  growth  and 
development  of  our  youth. 
•Must  have  the  prerequisite  administrative 
skills,  which  include  the  ability  to  articu- 
late, negotiate  and  facilitate  effectively 
with  a  diverse  community  including  edu- 
cational, business,  political,  civic  and 
philanthropic  communities. 
•Evidence  of  community  awareness  and 
involvement 

•Must  have  the  skills  required  for  plan- 
ning and  implementing  a  vision  for  spiri- 
tual, physical  and  financial  growth  of  the 
Church. 

MINIMUM  QUALinCATIONS: 
EDUCATION  AND  EXPERIENCE 
MUST  INCLUDE: 

•Minimum  of  ten  years  in  the  ministry  as 
a  licensed,  ordained  Baptist  minister. 
•Terminal  masters  degree  from  a  recog- 
nized accredited  seminary  or  theological 
institution. 

•Must  possess  strong  and  proven  adminis- 
trative skills  and  experience. 
•Must  have  a  broad  knowledge  of  the 
Baptist  Doctrines,  church  policies  and 
procedures,  and  willingness  to  follow  the 
by-laws  governing  the  church. 

•  Must  possess  effective  oral  and  written 
communication  skills. 

•  Demonstrated  financial  ability  and  expe- 
rience with  1  Million+  budgets 
Interested  persons  meeting  all  of  the 
above  characteristics  and  minimum  quali- 


The  Bible  Study  Manual  is  a  first  in  a  series  developed 
by  Jimmie  and  Deloris  Whitehurst,  Creative  Christian 
Educators. 

The  manual  presents  a  clear  "Straight  Forward" 
approach  to  several  key  doctrines  and  current  issues 
facing  the  church  today. 

The  manual  presents  29  lessons  and  outlines  for 
Comprehensive  Bible  Studies,  $15.95  a  copy.  Send 
check  or  money  order  to:  Dr.  Jimmie  Whitehurst,  P.O. 
Box  31093,  Raleigh,  NC  27622. 


October  200; 


fications  should  submit  the  following 
information: 

•  A  resume  and  letter  of  interest  to 
include  a  vision  statement  as  it  related  to 
their  ministry. 

•  Copies  of  license  and  ordination  certifi- 
cation 

•  Proof  of  completion  of  ALL  accredited 
theological  training 

•  Name,  address  and  telephone  number  of 
five  (5)  personal  and  professional  refer- 
ences with  no  more  than  three  (3)  coming 
from  other  ministries  familiar  with  your 
ministry  along  with  audio/video  sample 
of  a  sermon. 

Completed  applications  will  be  accepted 
for  the  posting  period  July  22,  2002  — 
August  23,  2002.  Applications  post- 
marked prior  to  and  after  the  posting  peri- 
od wUl  not  be  considered.  Completed 
applications  should  be  sent  via 
certified/return  receipt  mail  addressed  to: 
Mr.  Manning  Fogan,  11,  Chair,  Pulpit 
Committee,  St.  John  Baptist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  1038,  Getzville,  New  York  14068- 
1038. 

SECOND  CALVARY  BAPTIST 
CHUPCH 


114  NELSON  AVENUE 
CHARLOTTE,  NC  28216 

Second  Calvary  Baptist  Church  is  seeking 
a  full  time  pastor  to  serve  as  spiritual 
leader,  teacher  and  counselor  for  her  con- 
gregation. Finalist  for  this  position  must 
meet  the  following  qualifications: 

•  Bom-again  licensed,  ordained  minister 
of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

•  Knowledge  of  Baptist  doctrine,  prac- 
tices and  polity 

•  BA  degree  from  an  accredited  institution 
of  higher  learning 

•  Senior  Pastor  for  at  least  four  to  five 
years 

•  Good  administrative  and  communication 
skills 

•  Ability  to  communicate  with  all  age 
groups  especially  the  youth 

•  Leadership  experience  in  developing  or 
administering  youth  programs  and  com- 
munity service  programs 

•  Willingness  to  affiliate  at  the  national, 
state  and  local  Baptist  conventions  and 
associations. 

•Present  location  within  five  hours  driving 
time  from  Charlotte 
•Willingness  to  submit  to  a  police  and 
credit  check 


UNION  GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

of  Youngsville,  NC  is  seeking  a  church  musician. 
For  specific  qualifications  and  duties,  please  contact  Pastor  J.C.  Sherrod  at  919-242- 
4024.  Please  send  resume  or  inquiries  to 
Attn:  Rev.  J.C.  Sherrod 
Union  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
RO.  Box  730 
Youngsville,  NC  27596 


Turner  &  Company  Sales 

1801  Charles  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27610 
Phone  (919)  833-1871  •  Fax  919-834-6695 
e-mail:  turnerco.sales@triangle2.net 
A.J.  Turner,  Chairman  •  Edmond  M.  Pierce,  President 
Shirley  T\irner  Smith,  Vice  President 


"Everything  a  church  needs  •  We  also  refinish  pews!" 


Refmishings 
by  Kivett's 
Fine  Church 
Furniture  & 
Steeples 


Call  Me  Before  You 
Purchase! 


Resumes  for  persons  meeting  these  quaU- 
fications  should  be  sent  to  the  Pulpit 
Search  Committee  at  the  address  shown 
above.  Resume  deadline  date  is 
September  19,  2002 

FOSTER  MEMORIAL  BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

The  Pulpit  Search  Committee  of  the 
Foster  Memorial  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  located  in  Rocky  Mount,  North 
Carolina,  is  accepting  resume  for  the 
position  of  pastor.  AppUcants  must  pos- 
sess the  following  qualifications: 

•  He  must  possess  good  moral  and  ethical 
conduct,  hving  by  Timothy  3:1-1,  Titus 

1 :7-9  and  abstain  from  study  activities 
and  inclinations  as  those  cited  in  Romans 
1:26-27. 

•  He  must  have  a  minimum  of  three  (3) 
years  experience  as  pastor  with  demon- 
strated ability  in  counseling  and  supervis- 
ing all  work  for  the  church. 

•  He  must  live  in  the  proximity  of  the 
church. 

•He  must  be  bom  again,  filled  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  called  by  God  to  preach 
God's  word. 

•  He  must  possess  a  strong  knowledge  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Doctrine,  Church 
Policies,  and  Practices,  and  be  willing  to 
abide  by  them. 

•He  must  have  the  skills  required  to  work 
with  all  age  groups,  with  special  empha- 
sis on  the  youth. 

•He  must  have  the  skills  required  for 
plaiming  and  implementing  a  vision  for 
spiritual,  physical  and  financial  growth  of 


the  church.  —  He  must  be  community 
oriented,  and  have  strong  family  values. 
•He  must  have  a  minimum  of  a  high 
school  diploma  preferably  a  degree  or 
courses  in  seminary  training  from  an 
accredited  college  or  university. 
•He  must  be  willing  to  attend  Sunday 
School,  Prayer  Meetings,  and  teach  Bible 
Study. 

Please  send  resume  to: 

Foster  Memorial  Missionary  Baptist 

Church,  1911  South  Church  Street 

Post  Office  Box  6317 

Rocky  Mount,  NC  2802-6317 

C/0  The  Pulpit  Committee 

Trustee  Hiawatha  Knight 

MOUNT  CALVARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Shelby,  NC  is  currently 
accepting  applications  for  a  pastor  with 
strong  Missionary  Baptist  roots.  The 
Church  is  affiliated  with  the  Ebenezer 
Missionary  Baptist  Association,  and  the 
General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  N.C. 
Interested  applicants  should  provide  the 
following: 

Resume  (including  pastor  experiences  and 

educational  qualifications) 

A  copy  of  religious  credentials 

(license/ordination) 

At  least  three  personal  references  (no 

family) 

Send  information  to: 
Pastor  Search  Committee 
Mount  Calvary  Baptist  Church 
P.O.  Box  3181 
Shelby,  N.C.  28151-3181 


PULPIT  VACANCY 
NEW  LIGHT  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
HALLSBORO,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

NEW  LIGHT  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS  NOW  ACCEPTING 
RESUMES  FOR  A  PASTOR.  OUR  WORSHIP  SERVICES  ARE  EACH  SUNDAY 
OF  THE  MONTH. 

QUALMCATIONS: 

Must  be  a  licensed  ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Minister. 

•  Full  of  Holy  Ghost.  Led  by  the  Spirit  of  God  in  all  matters. 

•  Full  of  wisdom,  knowledge  and  understand  the  office  of  Pastor  and  performs  it  according 
to  the  scriptures  and  the  needs  of  the  church. 

•  Must  be  Association  minded. 

•  Prefer  having  experience  as  a  Pastor. 

•  The  husband  of  one  wife,  vigilant,  sober,  of  good  behavior. 

•  One  that  rules  his  own  house,  having  a  good  report. 

•  Knows  the  doctrine  of  a  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

•  Must  attend  meetings  of  different  auxiUaries  in  the  church  to  become  familiar  with  the 
organizations,  whenever  possible. 

•  Must  visit  the  sick  and  shut-in  when  possible. 

•  Must  attempt  to  become  involved  with  the  various  programs  that  the  church  participates  in 
outside  the  home  church  calendar. 

Send  resumes  and  inquiries  to: 

Deacon  Kenneth  Bracey 
1025  Red  Bug  Rd. 
Hallsboro,  North  Carolina  28442 
910-646-4467 


taptist  Informer 


CHURCH  STAFF: 
MUSICIANS 

BASIC  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  SER- 
VICE: 

1.  Born-again  Christian,  Spirit-filled, 
and  divinely  gifted  in  music  ministry. 

2.  Willingness  to  spiritually  align  the 
music  ministry  with  Pastoral  vision. 

3.  Above  to  play  the  piano.  Keyboard 
and/or  organ;  able  to  read  music  and 
versatile. 

4.  Able  to  prepare  choirs  for  Sunday 
morning  worship  services  and  other 
services. 

5.  Able  to  teach,  as,  well  as  direct 
choirs,  with  humility  and  love. 

6.  Able  to  rehearse  with  all  choirs  on 
schedule,  and  available  for  all  Sunday 
services. 

7.  Able  to  accompany  Pastor  and  choirs 
to  other  services  as  required  (or  ensure 
qualified  substitute  is  available). 

8.  Able  to  select  appropriate  hymns  and 
songs  for  worship. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED: 

Wake  Forest  congregation  seeks  musi- 
cian. 1)  The  duties  include  working 
directly  with  the  Pastor  in  order  to  assist 
and  cooperate  with  him  in  Christian 
Worship,  2.)  Playing  during  Sunday 
morning  worship  service,  3).  Rehearsing 
with  various  choirs  one  night  per  week, 
4.)  And  accompanying  the  Pastor  on 
engagements  to  other  churches.  Please 
forward  a  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 
Evans  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
12700  Creedmoor  Road 
Highway  50 
Wake  Forest,  NC  27587 
(919)  870-8874 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  VACANCY: 
THE  SPRING  GREEN  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  seeks  a  Minister  of 
Music  to  provide  musical  direction  and 
accompaniment  for  4  choirs  in  the 
church.  This  person  will  work  closely 
with  the  Pastor  to  provide  spiritual  leader- 
ship in  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ 
through  music,  i.e.  hymns,  spiritual 
songs,  and  praise  and  worship  music  that 
glorifies  God. 


We  are  accepting  resumes  from  candi- 
dates with  the  appropriate  qualifications. 
(SEE  GENERAL  QUALIFICATIONS 
AT  BEGINNING  OF  CHURCH  MUSI- 
CIAN SECTION): 
For  additional  information  please  send 
inquiry  or  resume  to: 
SPRING  GREEN  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 
PC  Box  924,  Warrenton,  NC  2589 
Rev.  Dennis  G.  Lindsay,  Pastor 

MUSICIAN  NEEDED:  Must  be  a 
Christian  available  to  serve  every  Sunday. 
Prepare  Choirs  and  Praise  Team  for 
Sunday  morning  worship.  Rehearse  with 
choirs  on  scheduled  times.  Be  available  to 
accompany  Pastor  and  choirs  to  church 
functions.  Direct  congregation  in  congre- 
gational hymns.  Must  be  able  to  play  by 
ear  as  well  as  read  music 
To  apply  call: 

(704)  532-6813  or  E-mail  to 

GalileeNC@aol.com 

GALILEE  MISSIONARY 

BAPTIST  CHURCH 

PO.  Box  644,  Oakboro,  NC  28129 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED: 

THE  PENN  AVENUE  MOUNT  OLIVE 

BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Lewiston  is 

seeking  a  musician  for  a  station  church,  a 

Christian,  who  is  responsible,  has  good 

character  and  a  good  reputation. 

Requirements: 

*Plays  the  organ  and  piano 

*Able  to  work  with  a  diverse  group  of 

singers 

*Experienced  in  all  sacred  music 
*Reads  music  and  is  versatile  in  playing 
by  ear 

Send  resumes  or  responses  to: 
Mount  Olive  Baptist  Church 
PO  Box  214 

Lewiston- Woodville,  NC  27849 
Attention:  William  W.  Peele,  Jr. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  WANTED: 
THE  PENN  AVENUE  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Oxford,  NC,  is 
currently  seeking  a 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC. 
QUALIFICATIONS: 


(SEE  SPECIFIC  QUALIFICATIONS 
LISTED  IN  BEGINNING  OF  STAFF: 
MUSICIAN  SECTION) 

*Will  be  responsible  with  the  pastor's 
approval  in  hiring  other  musicians  if 
deemed  necessary. 


Salary:  Negotiable 

Sunday  worship  services.  Service  begins 
each  Sunday  at  1 1  a.m.  with  the  excep- 
tion of  5th  Sunday  services  which  begin 
at  10  a.m.  Please  send  resume  to  the 
above  listed  address  or  inquiries  may  be 


New  Mount  Olive  Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Asheville,  North  Carolina, 
is  currently  accepting  applications  for  the  position  of  Pastor. 
Interested  applicants  should  provide  the  following: 

•  Resume 

•  Religious  Credentials  (Certificate  of  Ordination,  License) 

•  Three  Personal  References 

Please  send  information  by  November  30'\  2002,  to: 
New  Mount  Olive  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Pastoral  Search  Team 
2  Herman  Avenue 
Asheville,  NC  28801-4357 
828-253-0749 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 

INTRODUCTION: 

The  position  of  Minister  of  Music  is  a  full-time  position  at  First  Baptist  Church,  101  S. 
Wilmington  Street,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  First  Baptist  Church  is  a  historical  black  congre- 
gation organized  as  a  bi-racial  Church  at  the  North  Carolina  State  House  (now  the  Capitol)  in 
1812.  This  historical  congregation  seeks  an  individual  who  is  willing  to  grow  with  its  Pastor 
and  his  flock.  This  position  requires  a  music  and  worship  leader  who  is  spiritual  and  experi- 
enced in  providing  the  total  awareness  of  the  movement  of  God's  spirit  in  the  assembly  of 
God's  people. 

PRINCIPAL  FUNCTION: 

The  Minister  of  Music  at  First  Baptist  Church  is  responsible  to  the  Pastor  and  is  supervised  by 
the  Pastor  for  the  development  and  promotion  of  the  entire  music  program  of  First  Baptist 
Church. 

DUTIES  AND  RESPONSIBILITIES: 

The  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  Minister  of  Music  at  First  Baptist  Church  are  as  follows: 

1.  Direct  the  planning,  organizing,  conducting,  and  evaluating  of  a  comprehensive  music  min- 
istry. 

2.  Supervise  the  work  of  paid  or  volunteer  music  staff. 

3.  Cooperate  with  the  church  process  to  enlist  and  train  leaders  for  the  church  music  ministry, 
including  choir  workers,  song  leaders,  and  accompanists  for  the  church  worship  experiences. 

4.  Lead  in  planning  and  promoting  a  choir  program;  direct  and  coordinate  the  work  of  choir 
directors;  direct  adult,  youth,  and  other  choirs  as  needed. 

5.  Arrange  and  provide  music  for  weddings,  funerals,  special  projects,  ministries,  and  other 
church-related  activities  upon  request. 

6.  Plan,  organize,  and  promote  choir  tours,  mission  trips,  camps,  festivals,  workshops,  clinics, 
and  programs  for  the  various  choirs. 

7.  Supervise  the  maintenance  of  the  music  library,  materials,  supplies,  musical  instruments, 
and  other  equipment. 

8.  Keep  informed  on  music  methods,  materials,  promotion  and  administration. 

9.  Prepare  an  annual  music  budget  and  administer  the  approved  budget. 

10.  Assist  the  pastor  in  planning  all  services  of  worship,  coordinate  the  music  program  with 
the  church  calendar  and  emphases  of  the  church  vision. 

1 1 .  Cooperate  with  denominational  leaders  in  promoting  activities  of  mutual  interest. 

12.  Perform  other  duties  as  assigned  by  the  pastor. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

1.  Must  be  a  Christian. 

2.  Must  hold  music  credentials  from  an  accredited  college,  university,  or  conservatory,  with  at 
least  a  Bachelor  of  Music  Degree  in  Sacred  Music,  Music  Performance,  or  Music  Education 
(Masters  Degree  or  equivalent  preferred). 

3.  Must  have  a  demonstrated  ability  in  Piano  and  Pipe  Organ  proficiency,  organizational  skills, 
people  skills  and  ability  in  choral  and  instrumental  conducting. 

4.  Must  be  trained  in  all  styles  of  Baptist  worship,  liturgy,  and  hymnody. 

5.  The  ideal  candidate  will  be  an  enthusiastic  professional  who  has  the  proven  abiUties  to  revi- 
talize tne  youth  and  children's  choirs. 

6.  Must  possess  creativity  and  the  ability  to  work  collaboratively  with  the  Pastor  and  staff. 

7.  Flexibility  and  technical  competence  are  vital. 

PHYSICAL  REQUIREMENTS: 

The  person  who  is  selected  for  this  position  must  be  in  generally  good  health,  physically 
mobile,  good  eyesight  and  hearing.  A  complete  physical  exam  and  criminal  background  check 
are  also  requirements. 

SALARY: 

$44,106.00  -  $65,000.00  per  year  depending  upon  qualifications  and/or  experience. 
CLOSING  DATE: 

Resumes  and/or  appUcations,  and  references  must  be  postmarked  by  October  15,  2002. 
CONTACT: 

Mail  resumes  or  applications  and  references  to: 

First  Baptist  Church 
ATTN:  Mr.  Michael  A.  Shaw 
RO.  Box  27771 
Raleigh,  NC  27611 
(919)  832-1649 

Email:  churchfb@bellsouth.net 


October  2002  31 


made  by  calling  one  of  the  above  listed 
numbers. 

CHURCH  MUSICIAN  NEEDED: 

Knowledge  of  music  and  the  ability  to 
play  by  ear  is  appreciated.  Presently, 
morning  worship  service  is  held  every 
fourth  (4"')  Sunday,  but  we  are  consider- 
ing an  additional  Sunday  for  services. 
Must  be  able  to  play  for  youth  choir  and 
adult  choir.  Church  is  located  in  Warren 
County,  North  Carolina.  For  further  infor- 
mation, please  call: 
(252)  257-0221 

MUSIC  OF  MINISTER  NEEDED: 
THE  CENTER  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in 

Gastonia,  NC  is  currently  seeking  a 
Minister  of  Music.  (SEE  GENERAL 
QUALIFICATIONS  LISTED  AT 
BEGINNING  OF  STAFF:  MUSICIAN 
SECTION.)  Salary  is  commensurate  with 
training  and  experience.  Please  send 
cover  letter  and  resume  to: 
Center  Baptist  Church.  Attention: 
Personnel  Committee 
PGR  550064 
Gastonia,  NC  28055 
or  fax  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 
Personnel  Committee  at  704-824-7683. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED: 
EMMANUEL  MISSIONARY  BAP- 
TIST CHURCH  is  seeking  Full-time 
Christian  Minister  of  Music.  Loyal  and 
(Committed  to  Gods  program.)  Must  pos- 
sess people  skills,  be  trained  as  a  musi- 
cian. Conductor,  and  Choir  Director. 
Salary:  Commensurate  with  training  and 
experience.  Interested  persons  may  send 
resume/portfolio  to: 
Attention: 

Trustees  Emmanuel  Missionary  Baptist 
Church 


913  N.  Highland  Street 
Gastonia,  NC  25052 

CHURCH  MUSICIAN:  THE  CEDAR 
GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  of  Gibson,  N.C.  is  seeking  a 
person  to  serve  as  Church  Musician. 
Qualifications:  (PLEASE  SEE  GENER- 
AL QUALIFICATIONS  LISTED  AT 
THE  BEGINNING  OF  STAFF:  MUSI- 
CIAN SECTION)  Salary  negotiable. 
Please  send  resume  to  Cedar  Grove 
Missionary  Baptist jChurch  at  this 
address. 

CEDAR  GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAP- 
TIST CHURCH 
14600  Raikoad  St. 
Gibson,  NC  28343 

CHURCH  MUSICIAN:  THE  FRIEND- 
SHIP  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  is  accepting  resumes  for  a 
Church  Musician.  Qualifications:  (SEE 
GENERAL  QUALIFICATIONS  LIST- 
ED AT  THE  BEGINNING  OF  THE 
STAFF:  MUSICIAN  SECTION) 
Salary  negotiable: 
715  West  Willis  Ave. 
High  Point,  NC  27260 

THE  GREATER  PINEY  GROVE 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  is  seeking  an  expe 
rienced,  dynamic  worship  and  praise 
Minister  of  Music.  We  seek  a  person  who 
first  and  foremost  has  a  passion  for  God 
and  His  Word,  then  a  passion  for  people 
and  for  music. 

This  person  will  be  responsible  for  direct- 
ing, managing,  and  developing  all  func- 
tions and  aspects  associated  with  planning , 
and  implementing  a  comprehensive 
Church  Music  Ministry. 
A  person  in  this  position  must  possess 
formal  training  and  expertise  in  the  area 


VISA 


The  General  Baptist  Convention 
now  accepts 
MASTERCARD  or  VISA 
www.gbsc.org 

Call  for  more  information:  800-639-GBSC 


of  music,  has  excellent  organizational 
skills,  and  the  ability  to  work  cooperative- 
ly with  a  diverse  group  of  people. 

EDUCATION  REQUIREMENTS 
Bachelor  of  Science  Degree  in  Music 
with  concentration  in  choral,  church,  or 
music  education,  a  minimum  of  two  years 
of  work  experience  as  Minister  of  Music 
or  Minister  of  Music  Assistant  in  a  simi- 
lar Church  environment. 
An  Instrument  skill  proficiency  test  is 
required  on  piano  and  organ.  Must  pos- 
sess the  ability  to  organize  and  prioritize 
tasks,  events,  and  activities;  ability  to 
work  under  pressure  of  deadlines;  make 
decisions;  and  establish  effective  working 
relationships  with  the  Pastor,  choir  mem- 
bers, church  members,  supervisor,  and 
church  community. 

•Resumes  will  be  accepted  until  August 
31,  2002.  Start  date  for  this  position  will 
be  December  3 1 ,  2002. 
•If  the  Holy  Spirit  excites  you  about  this 
opportunity  to  serve  God,  and  you  meet 
the  qualifications  and  expectations 
described  above,  we  would  love  to  hear 
from  you.  Please  e-mail  your  resume  to 


or  mail  it  to: 

The  Greater  Piney  Grove  Baptist  Church 
1879  Glen  wood  Avenue,  S.E. 
Atlanta,  GA  30313 
Attn:  Personnel  Conmiittee 

JEFFRIES  CROSS  BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

Send  cover  letter  and  r^ume  to  Jeffries 
Cross  Baptist  Church,  2015  Jeffries  Cross 
Rd.,  Burlington,  NC  27217.  Phone:  336- 
226-9626.  We  are  currently  seeking  a 
musician  who  will  work  directly  with  the 
pastor  to  provide  spiritual  leadership  in 
the  music  ministry.  Qualifications:  1.  A 
Christian  with  piano,  keyboard,  organ 
ability;  read  music,  play  chords,  teach 
harmony,  direct  choirs,  conduct  two 
rehearsals  per  month  with  four  choirs, 
accompany  pastor  on  engagements, 
accommodate  traditional  and  contempo- 
rary worship  styles. 


BETHLEHEM  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
P.O.  BOX  4182 
WINSTON-SALEM,  NC  27115 

In  seeking  a  pastor  we  are  a  83  years  old  Baptist  church  having  been  led  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  only  (2)  two  pastors. 

We're  seeking  a  God  called,  God  fearing,  bom  again.  Holy  Ghost  filled, 
licensed,  ordained  minister  who  is  concerned  about  the  whole  man,  body,  soul  and 
spirit. 

Must  have  strong  missionary  baptist  roots  and  be  concerned  with  all  areas  of  the 
church,  having  good  leadership  abilities  and  skills,  both  organizational  and  spiritu- 
al. 

Must  also  have  a  broad  knowledge  of  the  Baptist  doctrine,  church  policies  and 
procedures  and  a  willingness  to  follow  the  by-laws  governing  the  church. 

Good  administrative  and  communication  skills  with  the  ability  to  teach,  train 
church  officers  and  auxiliary  leaders.  Able  to  communicate  with  all  aged  groups, 
especially  the  young. 

Must  have  at  least  (3)  three  to  (4)  four  years  of  pastoral  experience. 

Willing  to  submit  to  strict  investigation,  police  and  credit  check. 

Please  respond  to  the  Search  Committee  of  Bethlehem  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
RO.  Box  4182,  Wmston-Salem,  NC  28115. 

Please  send  your  response  by  mail. 


BookMe  327  Haywood  Rd.,  Asheville,  NC  28806  •  704-0804 

An  African-American  Book  Store  

Every  Sunday  Bulletin  Service  (Warner  Press) 

You  only  have  to  order  to  receive  bulletins  regularly  at  low  cost  of  only  $4.20  per  100  bul- 
letins, postpaid.  You  save  $5.80  per  100  bulletins  based  on  counterpiece  of  10  cents  each. 
Let  us  send  information  on  how  you  can  start  saving  money  on  your  bulletins!  Cut  this  ad 
out  and  send  it  to:  BookMe,  3271 A  Haywood  Rd.,  Asheville,  NC  28806. 
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Do  You  Want  Sermons  for  the  New  Millennium? 

For  The  Preacher,  Teacher  and  The  Hooper! 
Original  Material  •  Dr.  Ricky  R.  Eason 

1 .  Do  you  want  some  fresh  sermons? 

2.  Are  you  tired  of  going  into  the  pulpit  not  fully  prepared  to  do  your 
best  because  of  a  busy  week? 

3.  Do  you  want  sermons  that  are  ready  to  preach  just  as  they  are,  yet 
flexible  enough  to  seed  and  feed  your  mind,  so  the  sermons  will  fit 
your  particular  situation  or  congregation? 

4.  Do  you  want  super  large  letters  and  book  quality  print,  so  you  can 
stand  back  from  the  pulpit  and  hoop  a  little  bit  every  now  and  then? 
WE  CAN  CUSTOM  THEM. 

5.  Sermons  7-9  pages  —  See  for  yourself!  WELL  RESEARCHED  for 
the  preacher  and  the  hooper.  Average  over  20  hours  of  preparation  per 
sermon. 

FULL  SATISFACTION  OR  —  MONEYBACK  GUARANTEE 
THEN  CALL  (864)  576-4961  OR  WRITE: 
RICKY  EASON  MINISTRIES,  139  SAWYER  RD.,  ROEBUCK,  SC 
29376  Ask  to  see  —  The  Sermon  Series:  Notebook  1-7.  73  different 
sermons.  Price  unbeatable!  10  sermons  in  each  notebook!  Have  it 
your  way;  make  up  your  own  notebook. 


SERMON  TITLES: 

38 

What  Ever  the  Problem  God  Has  the  Answer 

01 

Your  Anchor  Holds  and  Grips  the  Solid  Rock 

39 

Peace  —  In  the  Midst  of  My  Storm 

02 

You  Got  the  Right  One  Baby/Doing  the  Things  Right 

40 

1  Am  On  the  Right  Road,  Now! 

03 

God  Said  It,  1  Believe  It,  and  That  Settles  IVIt  All  Adds  Up 

41 

A  Good  Man  In  a  Bad  Situation 

04 

Burn  Up  Or  Burn  Out  For  God 

42 

Good  Medicine  For  a  Bad  Ailment 

05 

Busted  Britches  From  Straddling  the  Fence 

43 

Stand  Up!  and  Testify 

06 

Dangerous  Minds 

44 

Bad  Boys!  What  You're  Going  To  Do  When  He  Comes  For  You 

07 

Don't  Even  Thinl<  About  It 

45 

Angels  Just  Keep  Watching  Over  Me 

08 

Fired  Up  By  the  Holy  Ghost 

46 

Go  Ahead!  Make  My  Day 

09 

Are  You  Full  of  the  Stuff 

47 

A  Trip  to  the  Cross 

10 

Let's  Get  on  Board 

48 

Jesus!  Jesus!  Jesus!  He  Is  Somebody's  Preacher 

11 

God  Picked  Me  To  Be  On  His  Side 

49 

On  the  Day  of  Pentecost 

12 

Grace  on  the  Race 

50 

Jesus  Is  All  That! 

13 

Grow  Up  or  Blow  Up 

51 

Muddy  Putty  in  the  Potter's  Hands 

14 

Hang  In  There 

52 

When  Stress  Controls  You  Jesus  Consoles  You 

15 

He  Lifted  Me  Up  Out  of  the  Miry  Clay 

53 

Black  Men  and  Women,  Young  and  Old,  Changing  a  Generation 

16 

Look  Where  the  Lord  Has  Brought  Me  From 

54 

1  Am  Black,  But  1  Am  Somebody 

17 

If  My  People 

55 

Staying  Afloat  in  a  Sinking  Boat 

18 

We  Can  Do  It  For  a  New  Day  Has  Come 

56 

He  That  Has  a  Friend  Must  Show  Himself  Friendly 

19 

1  Know  What  Prayer  Can  Do 

57 

Victory  Is  Mine/Starting  All  Over 

20 

Put  Some  Clothes  On  Child 

58 

Occupy  Till  1  Come 

21 

A  Right  Thing  in  a  Wrong  Time 

59 

A  Man  on  a  Mission/The  Borrowed  Ax 

22 

The  Man  Who  Had  Everything  But  the  Right  Thing 

60 

Busy  in  God's  Business 

23 

Soap  For  the  Soul 

61 

Just  Like  Mama 

24 

Stay  On  the  Lord's  Side 

62 

He's  Alive  and  1  Am  Glad  About  It 

25 

If  You  Take  One  Step  He'll  Take  Two 

63 

What  the  World  Needs  Now  Is  Love  Sweet  Love 

26 

Stepping  In  Your  Own  Mess 

64 

1  Moved  from  My  Old  House  and  My  Old  Friends 

27 

1  Can't  Lose  With  the  Stuff  1  Use 

65 

1  Just  Want  To  Know  Why 

28 

You  Can't  Touch  This 

66 

What  Do  You  Do  When  Life  Is  Not  Fair 

29 

Warm  in  a  Cold  Situation 

67 

Why  Do  Bad  Things  Happen  To  Good  People 

30 

That's  the  Way  He  Died  But  That's  Not  the  End  of  the  Story 

68 

What  Do  You  Do  When  Your  Brook  Runs  Dry 

31 

What  You  See  Is  What  You  Get 

69 

Diagnosis  From  Dr.  Jesus,  Go  and  See  the  Dr. 

32 

What's  Faith  Got  To  Do  With  It 

70 

Who  Is  He 

33 

You  Can't  Make  It  Without  God 

71 

What  Would  Jesus  Do  (WWJD) 

34 

1  Just  Want  To  Say...  Thank  You  Lord" 

72 

If  1  Could  Just  Touch  the  Hem  of  His  Garment 

35 

A  Heart  Like  Thine 

73 

Come  See  a  Man 

36 

Just  a  Closer  Walk  With  Thee 

37 

Give  Me  a  Clean  Heart  So  1  Can  Serve  You 

AudioTapes:  $3.00  each 

Five  New  Sermons  Available  Soon. 

You  may  order  sermons:  Make  check  payable  to:  Ricky  Eason 
Prices: 

1 .  Individual  sermons  are  $3.50  each.  COD's  available 

2. 1  Sermon  Notebook  with  10  Sermons  —  $29.29  each  notebook 

3. 10  Sermons  in  each  notebook  —  Mix  or  makeup  your  own  notebook— approximately  $2.99  for  each 
sermon. 

Order  sermons  by  mail!  Add  $3.50  postage  and  handling 

Money  order  or  cash:  2-3  day  delivery  Design  your  own  notebook  or  sermons  at  the  same  great  price. 
Have  it  your  way!  Checks  accepted! 

4.  For  appointments  call:  Home  (864)  576-4961  •  Business  (864)  576-3747  •  E-mail:  ricky139@bell- 
.  south.net 


PEW  UPHOLSTERING 
REVERSIBLE  CUSHIONS 

NEW  PEWS  •  PEW  REFINISHING  •  STAINED  GLASS 
LIGHTING  •  CARPET  •  PAINTING  •  PLASTER  REPAIR 

POST  OFFICE  BOX  5346 
HIGH  POINT,  NC  27262 

1-800-289-7397 

CHURCH  INTERIORS,  INC. 

THE  NATION'S  LEADING  CHURCH  RENOVATION  SPECIALISTS 


EDI 

[educatiowal  dimensions.  INc!) 

"Dedicated  to  excellence  in  educational 
products  and  services" 

311  N.  Spence  Ave.  Goldsboro,  NC  27534 
(91 9)  778-8646  Fax:  (91 9)  778-3431 
V\feb:  www.edilearning.com 

Tutoring  •  School  Supplies  •  Summer  Camps 
SAT  Prep  •  Pre-School  &  Daycare  Supplies 
Giftware  •  School  Uniforms  •  Catalogues 
Screen  Printii^  •  Promotions  •  Teacher  Aids 
Advertising  Specialties  £jy 
Employee  Recognition  Programs 


Dr.  Willette 
Campbell  Wooten 


wepnif 
T-sMins 
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(autMar 
far  a  aittc! 


AMERICAN  INCOME  LIFE 
INSURANCE  COMPANY 

American  Income  Life  Insurance  Company  with  over  a  40-year  history  of  serving  associations. 
Credit  Unions  and  Union  Members  with  affordable  life  health  insurance  benefits.  American 
Income  is  proud  to  announce  No  Cost  benefit  to  subscribers  of  the  Baptist  Informer. 

Learn  how  you  and  your  family  can  receive  the  OneCard  Member  benefit  which  will  save  you 
up  to  60%  discount  on:  Vision  ...  Hearing  ...  Chiropractic  and  Prescriptions  at  No  Cost. 

Simply  fill  out  the  form  below  and  mail,  a  representative  of  AIL  will  deliver  your  discount  card 
and  explain  its  use,  plus  explain  our  New  Family  Dental  Plan  which  is  available  to  your  entire 
family  for  $29.95  per  year!  The  dental  plan  and  supplement  health  and  life  benefits  are  being 
made  available  for  your  consideration.  You  are  under  no  obligation. 


PLEASE  BE  SURE  I  RECEIVE  MY  ONECARD  MEMBER  BENEFIT 
NAME  


HOME  PHONE . 
Spouse's  Name  _ 


Residential  Address . 
City  


State 


.Zip. 


County . 


PLEASE  MAIL  THIS  FORM  TO: 
AIL,  P.O.  BOX  18825,  RALEIGH,  NC  27619-8825 


Light  Rock  Realty 
(705)  568-5000 

Areas  of  Specialty:  Residential  Purchasing/Selling 
Church  &  Land  Purchasing/Selling 
Group  Homebuying  Workshops  for  Churches 
Homebuying  Programs 
•  No  Money  Down 
•  Down  Payment  Assistance 
•  Alternative  Financing  Options 
If  You  Need  Assistance  in  any  of  the  above  areas, 
contact  Gerald  Searles  at  (704)  568-5000 


Published  the  first  of  each  month  at  Raleigh,  N.C. 
Periodicals  class  postage  paid  at  Raleigh,  NC  27601, 
and  additional  mailing  offices. 
Postmaster  send  address  and  all  communications 
for  publication  and  inquiry  to 
Baptist  Informer  Baptist  Headquarters, 
603  S.  Wilmington  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27601. 
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603  South  HllBlngton  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27601 


GENERAL  BAPTIST  STATE  CONVENTION  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA  INC 
603  SOUTH  WILMINGTON  STREET,    RALEIGH,  NC2?601 

GENERAL  BAPTIST  STATE  CONVENTION  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA  INC 
603  SOOTH  WILMINGTON  STREET,   RALEIGH,  NC2?60?' 
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Here  is  the  church, 

here  is  the  steeple 
Open  the  door  and 
see  all  the  people 


.  .  .  who  can  now  worship  in  comfort  and  gracious  style 
since  JLv4.  Downey  &  Son  helped  them  build  their 
new  Sanctuary  and  Christian  Education  buildings. 


L.  A.  Downey  &  Son  provides  complete, 
turnkey  solutions  for  all  kinds  of  churches 
and  all  kinds  of  budgets. 
Our  professionals  can  help  you  from  start  to  finish, 
including  architectural  deisign  work, 
site  development,  permit  approval, 
actual  construction,  and  more. 
Call  us  today  to  find  out 
how  we  can  help  your  congregation 
meet  its  fadhty  needs. 


(919)  688-8029 


L.A.  Downey  &  Son,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1688  ♦  Durham,  North  Carolina  27702 


A  Fresh  Look  at  the 
New  Testament  Deacon 

By  John  H.  Walker,  D.  Min. 


NOW  AVAILABLE! 


There  is  a  critical  problem  concerning  the  Deacons  and  the  local  church,  state  and  national 
conventions.  The  Deacons  are  assuming  leadership  roles  without  being  equipped  for  the 
task  of  leadership.  The  relationship  between  the  pastor  and  deacon  is  widening  because 
there  is  a  misunderstanding  concerning  the  mission  of  the  church,  pastoral  leadership,  and 
the  role  of  the  deacons. 

This  book  is  a  must  tool  to  bridge  the  gap  between  the  role  of  Pastor  and 
Deacons  in  order  to  provide  EFFECTIVE  LEADERSHIP. 


w  ww.macedoniaofcharlotte .  org 


ORDER  FORM  ~    Shipping  Info: 


First  Name 


Last  Name 


City 


State 


Zip  Code 


Area  Code  &  Phone  Number 


Item  # 


WOl 


W02 


Item  # 


Title 


A  Fresh  Look  at  the  New  Testaitient  Deacon 


A  Fresh  Look  at  the  New  Testament  Deacon  Workbook 


Title 


Shipping/Handling: 

I'p  to  $20 

$2.50           12OJ1.290  Si2.95 

2(1.01  •62.(» 

$5.06           2fl«.01-<>ver  $20.00 

62.0) -120.00 

$7.95 

Qty- 


Shipping  &  Handling 
Grand  Total 


Price 


$17.95 


$12.95 


Price 


Send  Completed  Form  along  with  a  check  or  money  order  to: 
Dr.  John  H.  Walker,  P.O.  Box  2172S6,  Charlotte,  NC  28221-7256 

Dr.  John  H.  Walker,  D.  Min.  •  Office  Phone  (704)  392-8496  •  Email:  jhenwalk@hotmail.com 


THE  FIRST  ANNUAL 

CHURCH  MUSIC  SUMMIT 

Thursday  -  Saturday,  October  24  -  26,  2002 

Dr.  Clifford  A.  Jones,  Sr.,  Senior  Minister 
Tony  McNeill,  Director  of  Music  Ministries 


^  Featuring  ^ 
Chief  Clinician 
Dr.  James  Abbington, 
Shaw  University,  Raleigh,  NC 

*Co-Editor  of  The  African  American  Heritage  Hymnal 
Author,  *Let  Mount  Zion  Rejoice:  Music  In  the  African-American  Church 
Author,  Readings  In  African  American  Church  Music  and  Worship 
Co- Author,  Waiting  To  Go:  African  American  Church  Worship 
Resources  From  Advent  Through  Pentecost 


Class  modules  to  include: 

Liturgical  Dance  ~  Computer  Technology  For  Music  Ministry 
Audio- Visual  Ministry  ~  Techniques  For  Solo  Singing 
Introduction  To  Piano  ~  Introduction  To  Music  Reading 
Leadership  and  Administration  For  the  Music  Ministry 
The  Power  and  Purpose  of  Praise  and  Worship 
Use  of  Instruments  In  Worship...  and  other  exciting  topics! 


To  obtain  a  registration  packet,  please  contact 

Mr.  Tony  McNeill,  Director  of  Music  Ministry 

Friendship  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
3301  Beatties  Ford  Road  -  Charlotte,  NC  28216 
TMcNeill@fmbc-charlotte.org 
704-392-0392  Ext.  117 


DISCIPLESHIP  FOR  AFRICAN  AMERICAN  CHRISTIANS: 
A  JOURNEY  THROUGH  THE  CHURCH  COVENANT 

TURNER  JR,  WILLIAM  C.$12.00 

These  discipleship  studies  take  one  of  the  most  visible  documents  in 
black  Baptist  churches  as  an  occasion  to  reflect  on  the  meaning  of  the 
Christian  walk  for  today's  believers.  An  ideal  resource  for  new  church 
members  or  for  others  who  want  to  understand  more  about  the  nature 
of  the  faith  they  are  proclaiming,  this  thorough  discipleship  resource 
ends  each  chapter  with  a  summary  of  key  points,  as  well  as  questions 
for  reflection  intended  to  help  readers  understand  and  apply  the  lessons 
liam  Turner  uses  the  Church  Covenant,  a  short  statement  of  faith  that  many 
African  American  Baptists  have  committed  to  memory,  as  a  vehicle  for  teaching  the  Baptist  faith, 
with  special  attention  paid  to  how  the  Covenant  is  grounded  in  the  person,  work,  and  experience 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Each  chapter  is  based  on  a  phrase  from  the  Covenant  itself  and  explores  the 
Scriptural  foundations  for  the  phrase  and  the  belief  expressed  in  it.  Discipleship  for  African 
American  Christians  is  ideal  for  personal  or  small-group  study,  as  well  as  for  Christian  education 
and  Sunday  school  settings. 


found  in  the  chapter. 


Available  at  www.judsonpress.com 
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The  Honorable  William  Jefferson  Clinton,  42'''^  President  of 
The  United  States,  Invited  To  Keynote  the  GBSC  135 
Anniversary  Year  and  4'^  Annual  Housing  Banquet 


th 


Dr.  Archie 
Logan,  Jr. 


By  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr. 
Executive  Secretary -Treasurer 

The  General  Baptist  State  Convention 
of  North  Carolina,  Inc.,  has  invited  the 
Honorable  William  Jefferson  Clinton, 
Forty-Second  President  of  the  United 
States  of 
America,  to  be 
the  "Keynote" 
speaker  for  our 
135'"  Year 
Anniversary  and 
4'"  Annual 
Housing 
Banquet  in 
December  2002. 
The  event  is  to 
be  held  in 
Raleigh,  NC. 
During  his 

  administration, 

1993-2001,  the  United  States  enjoyed 
more  peace  and  economic  well-being  than 
at  any  time  in  its  history.  The  GBSC  will 
honor  President  Clinton  with  a  Special 
Religious  Award  for  his  lifelong  service 
to  humanity. 

President  Clinton  was  the  first 
Democratic  president  since  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt  to  win  a  second  term.  He 
could  point  to  the  lowest  unemployment 
rate  in  modem  times;  the  lowest  inflation 
in  30  years;  the  highest  home  ownership 
in  the  country's  history;  dropping  crime 
rates  in  many  places;  and  reduced  welfare 
roles.  He  proposed  the  first  balanced 
budget  in  decades  and  achieved  a  budget 
surplus.  Erskine  Bowles,  a  North 
Carolina  native,  served  as  his  "Chief  of 
Staff'  at  this  time  and  spearheaded  many 
of  the  balanced  budget  proposals. 

As  part  of  a  plan  to  celebrate  the  mil- 
lennium in  2000,  Clinton  called  for  a 


great  national  initiative  to  end  racial  dis- 
crimination. He  created  many  opportuni- 
ties for  African-Americans  and  other 
minorities  during  his  term.  President 
Clinton  was  the  first  President  to  serve  in 
the  new  milleimium  and  brought  a  vision 
of  hope  and  unity  to  the  world. 

One  of  President  Clinton's  first  goals 
was  a  huge  program  of  health  care 
reform,  which  the  Congress  failed  to  pass. 
The  President  shifted  emphasis,  declaring, 
"the  era  of  big  government  is  over".  He 
sought  legislation  to  upgrade  education, 
to  protect  jobs  of  parents  who  must  care 
for  sick  children,  to  restrict  handgun 
sales,  and  to  strengthen  environmental 
rules.  President  Clinton  was  one  of  the 
greatest  leaders  of  all  times. 

President  Clinton  was  bom  William 
Jefferson  Blythe  IV  on  August  19,  1946, 
in  Hope,  Arkansas,  three  months  after  his 
father  died  in  a  traffic  accident.  When  he 
was  four  years  old,  his  mother  wed  Roger 
Clinton,  of  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas.  In 
high  school,  he  took  the  Clinton  family 
name. 

He  graduated  from  Georgetown 
University,  Washington,  DC  and  in  1968 
won  a  Rhodes  Scholarship  to  Oxford 
University.  He  received  a  law  degree 
from  Yale  University  in  1973,  and  entered 
politics  in  Arkansas.  He  was  defeated  in 
his  campaign  for  Congress  in  Arkansas's 
Third  District  in  1974.  The  next  year  he 
married  Hilary  Rodham,  a  graduate  of 
Wellesley  College  and  Yale  Law  School. 
In  1980,  Chelsea,  their  only  child,  was 
bom.  His  wife,  Hillary  is  serving  as  a 
United  States  Senator  from  the  State  of 
New  York. 

Clinton  was  elected  Arkansas  Attomey 
General  in  1976  and  won  the  govemor- 
ship  in  1978.  After  losing  a  bid  for  a  sec- 


ond term,  he  regained  the  office  four 
years  later,  and  served  until  he  defeated 
incumbent  George  Bush  and  third  party 
candidate  Ross  Perot  in  the  1992  presi- 
dential race.  President  Clinton  and  his 
mnning  mate,  Tennessee's  Senator  Albert 
Gore  Jr.,  then  44, 
represented  a 
new  generation 
in  American 
political  leader- 
ship. For  the 
first  time  in  12 
years  both  the 
White  House  and 
Congress  were 
held  by  the  same 
party.  But  that 
political  edge 
was  brief;  the  Republicans  won  both 
houses  of  Congress  in  1994. 

As  a  global  leader,  he  successfully  dis- 
patched peace  keeping  forces  to  war-tom 
Bosnia  and  bombed  Iraq  when  Saddam 
Hussein  stopped  Union  Nations  inspec- 
tions for  evidence  of  nuclear,  chemical, 
and  biological  weapons.  He  became  a 
proponent  for  an  expanded  NATO;  more 


open  international  trade;  and  a  worldwide 
campaign  against  dmg  trafficking.  He 
drew  huge  crowds  when  he  traveled 
through  South  America,  Europe,  Russia, 
Africa,  and  China,  advocating  U.S.  style 
freedom.  President  Clinton's  visit  with 
the  GBSC,  Inc.,  will  be  historic.  It  will 
be  the  first  time  in  our  Convention  history 
that  a  President  of  the  United  States  has 
spoken  to  our  body  as  a  keynote  speaker. 
Plan  now  to  join  us  at  this  event.  For 
information  call  Baptist  Headquarters, 
(919)  821-7466  or  (800)  639-GBSC. 

Conclusion 

Moderators  and  Pastors,  please  see 
that  members  of  your  Associations  and 
congregations  are  registered  to  vote  in  the 
November  5,  2002  election.  Voter  educa- 
tion is  important!  Call  your  local  board 
of  elections  to  find  out  how  to  get  your 
people  registered.  Everyone  1 8  years  and 
older  can  vote.  Once  registered  it  is 
important.  Moderators  and  Pastors,  that 
you  see  that  members  of  your  Association 
and  congregations  GO  VOTE.  Plan  now 
for  November  5,  2002!  ■ 


A  Thanksgiving  Message 
November  2002 


By  Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr. 
Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 
The  Thanksgiving  Season:  A  Time  of  Reflection 

I  found  this  message  while  reading 
some  thoughts  on  Thanksgiving: 

If  you  can  read  this  message,  you  just 
received  a  double  blessing  in  that  some- 
one was  thinking  of  you,  and  further- 
more, you  are  more  blessed  than  over  two 
billion  people  in  the  world  that  cannot 


read  at  all. 

If  you  woke  up  this  morning  with 
more  health  than  illness  .  .  .  you  are  more 
blessed  than  the  one  million  who  will  not 
survive  this  week. 

If  you  have  never  experienced  the 
danger  of  battle,  the  loneliness  of  impris- 
onment, the  agony  of  torture,  or  the  pangs 
of  starvation  .  .  .  you  are  ahead  of  500 
million  people  in  the  world  today. 

See  MESSAGE,  Page  2 


1867-2002 


1867-2002 


MESSAGE,  Cont'd  From  Page  1 

If  you  can  attend  a  church  meeting 
without  fear  of  harassment,  arrest,  torture, 
or  death  .  .  .  you  are  more  blessed  than 
three  biUion  people  on  this  earth. 

If  you  have  food  in  the  refrigerator, 
clothes  on  your  back,  a  roof  overhead  and 
a  place  to  sleep  .  .  .  you  are  richer  than 
75%  of  the  world's  population. 

If  you  have  money  in  the  bank,  in 
your  wallet,  and  spare  change  in  a  dish 
someplace  .  .  .  you  are  among  the  top  8% 
of  the  world's  wealthy. 

If  you  hold  up  your  head  with  a  smile 
on  your  face  and  are  truly  thankful  .  .  . 
you  are  blessed  because  the  majority  can, 
but  most  do  not. 

If  you  can  hold  someone's  hand,  hug 
them  or  even  touch  them  on  the  shoulder  . 
.  .  you  are  blessed  because  you  can  offer 
a  healing  touch. 

— :  Source  Unknown 


I  am  especially  grateful  for  this 
Thanksgiving  season.  Several  months 
ago  I  had  a  very  serious  accident  and  God 
has  begun  to  heal  my  body  and  restore 
me  to  health.  I  am  blessed  to  have  a  car- 
ing family.  My  wife  Elaine  has  spent  her 
last  two  months  nursing  me,  others  have 
prayed  and  the  anointing  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  has  dwelled  with  and  around  me.  I 
am  blessed  to  have  a  loyal  and  faithful 
GBSC,  Inc.  staff.  The  administrative 
affairs  of  the  convention  have  gone  on. 
Many  of  our  Officers,  Moderators  and 
Pastors  have  assisted  us  in  ministry  and 
Kingdom  Building. 

Thanksgiving  is  a  duty  of  which  an 
attitude  of  gratitude  is  the  Grace  of  our 
Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ.  This  obli- 
gation of  godliness  is  acknowledged  by 
the  universal  sentiment  of  humanity;  but 
as  Christians  grace  it  has  some  blessed 
peculiarities.  It  is  gratitude  for  all  the 
benefits  of  divine  Providence,  especially 


for  the  general  and  personal  gifts  of 
redemption.  The  ethical  gratitude  of 
Christianity  connects  every  good  gift  and 
every  perfect  gift  with  the  gift  of  Christ's 
Love  and  Forgiveness.  The  rejoicing  that 
we  have  in  the  Lord,  and  the  everlasting 
consolation  we  possess  in  Him,  makes 
every  possible  variety  of  divine  dispensa- 
tion a  token  for  good.  Ideally,  thanksgiv- 
ing should  spring  from  a  grateful  heart; 
and  is  required  of  all  believers,  regardless 
of  their  initial  attitude. 

2002  has  been  a  year  to  remember.  I 
appreciate  so  much  more  each  day  the 
Lord  God  gives  me  on  the  planet.  Life 
has  taken  on  a  new  meaning  and  purpose. 
I  have  had  time  to  renew  my  determina- 
tion and  mission  that  the  Kingdom  is  at 
hand!  More  than  ever  Christians  must 
continue  to  make  a  difference  in  this 
world.  We  must  seek  the  lost  and 
unsaved  for  Christ.  Time  is  winding 
down.  I  have  been  reading  Daniel  and  the 


Revelation  of  John;  I  believe  more  than 
ever  that  we  are  in  the  last  days.  We  must 
lift  up  salvation  to  those  that  do  not 
believe.  The  Christian  privilege  is  to  find 
reason  for  gratitude  in  all  things:  "for  this 
is  God's  will  for  you  in  Christ  Jesus"  (1 
Thessalonians  5:18).  Thanksgiving  is  the 
special  "spiritual"  season  we  should  be 
grateful  to  God  for  all  things  (Ephesians 
5:20;  and  Colossians  3:17),  but  especially 
for  His  work  of  salvation  and  sanctifica- 
tion  (Romans  7:25;  Colossians  1:3-5;  1 
Thessalonians  1:2-7;  2:13). 

From  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  we  wish  each  of  you  a 
blessed  Thanksgiving  Season.  Make  time 
for  Christ,  family  and  friends!  Witness  to 
a  lost  sinner!  Evangelize  in  your  commu- 
nity! Pray  for  your  enemies!  Oh,  give 
thanks  to  the  LORD,  for  He  is  good!  For 
His  mercy  endures  forever  (Psalm  136:1). 


GENERAL  BAPTIST  BOOKSTORE 


Place  your  orders  today  for  Christian  Literature.  Robes.  Bibles. 
Hymnals  and  2002  Vacation  Bible  School  Materials: 

919-839-2211  •  919-836-0061 
Fax  9 1 9-82 1  -7466  •  800-639-(GBSC) 

GENERAL  BAPTIST  BOOKSTORE 

603  South  Wilmington  St.,  Raleigh,  NC  27601 


VISA 


The  General  Baptist  Convention  now 
accepts  MASTERCARD  or  VISA 
www.gbsc.org 

Call  for  more  information:  800-639-GBSC 


You  Are  Cordially  Invited  To  The 

GENERAL  BAPTIST  STATE  CONVENTION 
Of  NORTH  CAROLINA,  INC. 

"135™  YEAR  CELEBRATION" 

4*  ANNUAL  HOUSING  BANQUET 

Friday,  December  6,  2002 
7  PM 

RALEIGH  CONVENTION  CENTER 
500  FATCTTEVILLE  STREET  MALL 
RALEIGH,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

SPECIAL  INVITED  GUEST: 

THE  HONORABLE  WILLIAM  JEFFERSON  CLINTON 
42'"'  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


i 


J 


The  Baptist  Informer 

Publication  of  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Inc. 
Voice  of  500,000  Baptists 
(USPS  042-680) 
Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr.,  Executive  Editor 
Dr.  Priscilla  A.  Brodie,  Executive  Editor 
Ms.  Carol  J.  Smith,  Managing  Editor 
Published  the  first  of  each  month  at  Raleigh,  N.C. 
Postmaster  send  addresses  &  aH  communications  for  publications  &  inquiry  to 
Baptist  Informer,  Baptist  Headquarters,  603  S.  Wilmington  St.,  Raleigh,  N.C. 

27601 

919-821-7466  •  800-639-4272  •  Fax:  919-836-0061  •  E-mail:  gbsc@gbsc.org 


THEME:  "By  the  word  of  truth,  by  the  power  of  God,  by  the  armor 
of  righteousness. . ."  (II  Corinthians  6:7) 


CHURCH  INSURANCE 

A  Guide  One  Insurance  Group 


CNBC 


THE  CONGRESS  OF 
NATIONAL  BLACK  CHURCHES,  INC. 
Sponsor  of  the  Church  Insurance  Program 


For  more  than  30  years,  we've  specialized  in  Church 
Insurance.  We  offer  you  comprehensive  coverage, 
from  Church  Property,  to  Day  Care  Liability. 

CHURCH  HOME  LIFE  AUTO 
For  more  information  on  how  your  church  can 
participate  in  our  church  group  program  contact: 
ROXANNE  TAYLOR,  PRESIDENT 


CHURCH  INSURANCE  PARTNERSHIP  AGENCY,  INC. 

1-800-438-8010 
A  MEMBER  OF  THE  GUIDE  ONE  INSURANCE  GROUP 


A  Final  Presidential  Farewell  Note 

The  Challenge  Is  the  Same 


« 


135"  Years, 


Honoring  the  Past 


"Reach  the  Masses" 
John  12:32. 

By  Reverent^  Dennis  Leach  B.S.  M.Div. 

For  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and 
the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand.  I 
have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished 
my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith'.' 

(II  Timothy 
4:6,7  KJV). 

As  the  sun  sets 
on  my  tenure  as 
your  President, 
this  very  famil- 
iar Pauhne  pas- 
sage serves  as  a 
final  note  to  all 
of  you,  my 
General  Baptist 
State 

Convention 
brothers  and  sis- 

  ters.  In  the 

course  of  my  administration  there  were 
things  I  accomplished  that  I  did  not  set 
out  to.  On  the  other  hand,  there  were 
things  I  hoped  I  could  bring  to  fruition 
that  were  never  able  to  take  wing. 
Whatever  was  initiated,  or  finished  during 
my  tenure  was  by  the  grace  of  God,  and, 
to  God  be  the  glory.  During  my  tour  of 
duty  as  your  President,  I  gave  myself  to 
the  challenges  and  the  sometimes-unpre- 


Dr.  John 
Fuller 


dictable  demands  that  were  placed  upon 
me.  An  undeniable  inherent  part  of  the 
leadership  equation  always  involves 
struggle.  The  struggles,  to  provide  those 
you  lead  with  meaningful  ministry  that 
serves  both  to  equip,  and  empower.  The 
struggle,  to  build  cleric  coalitions  that  are 
prepared  to  support  the  mission  agenda, 
and  will  best  serve  the  interest  of  this 
great  Convention.  And,  the  struggle  to 
maintain  those  sometimes  frazzled 
alliances  under  the  burden  of  misunder- 
standings, and  disagreements.  To  that  « 
end,  I  did  my  level  best. 

In  spite  of  what  I  was  able  to  accom- 
plish, or  was  unable  to  compete  during 
my  Presidency  I  have  run  my  course.  I 
have  kept  the  faith,  the  faith  that  this 
Convention  will  continue  to  be  a  tool  for 
ministry  in  the  Master's  hand.  It  has  been 
a  challenge  and  privilege  to  serve  you.  In 
the  years  to  come,  I  encourage  you  to  be 
faithful  to  the  causes  of  Christ  through 
your  loyal  support,  of  this  Convention 
and  its  unified  objectives.  Pray  for  and 
support  the  new  administration  of  the 
President  elect,  and  his  cabinet. 

"The  Lord  bless  thee,  and  keep  thee. 
The  Lord  make  his  face  shine  upon  thee, 
and  be  gracious  unto  thee.  The  Lord  lift 
up  his  countenance  upon  thee,  and  give 
thee  peace"  (Num.  6:24-26  KJV).  ■ 
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Rev.  Dennis 
Leach 


By  Reverend  Dennis  Leach,  BS.  M.  Div. 

When  you  consider  the  time,  place, 
and  the  social  environment  into  which  the 
Convention  was  birthed,  you  do  it  with 
awe,  respect,  and  admiration  for  those 
responsible  founders  and  framers  of  what 
is  known  today  as  the  General  Baptist 

State  Convention 


of  North 
Carolina  Inc.  As 
I  considered  this 
subject,  one 
question  pressed 
down  upon  me. 
How  did  former 
slaves  or  free 
Blacks  in  the 
hostile  environ- 
ment of  the 
South  under 
Reconstruction 

  accomplish  such 

a  magnificent  achievement  in  the  forming 
of  this  Convention?  In  order  for  anyone 
to  do  justice  to  the  matter  surrounding  the 
establishment  of  our  Convention  you  have 
got  to  look  at  the  whole  picture.  Several 
notable  individuals  like  John  Hope 
Franklin,  Alfred  A.  Moss  Jr.,  Leroy  Fitts, 
Alan  Keith  Lucas,  and  Dr.  Wilmoth 
Carter  do  a  great  deal  to  set  the  stage  his- 
torically and  inform  us. 

It  must  be  remembered,  as  Howard  K. 
Beale  has  pointed  out,  that  there  is  no 
way  to  understand  Reconstruction  unless 
an  attempt  is  made  to  study  it  in  its  set- 
ting. The  same  can  be  said  for  the  forma- 
tion of  our  Convention,  which  was  bom 
in  the  morning  of  a  South  under 
Reconstruction.  At  the  end  of  the  Civil 
War  there  was  no  civil  authority  in  the 
Carolinas,  Georgia,  Rorida,  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  or  Texas.  Many  former 
slaves,  homeless  and  without  jobs,  wan- 
dered from  place  to  place,  much  to  the 
disgust  and  fear  of  whites.  Inseparably 
connected  with  problems  of  rebuilding 
the  South  and  bringing  it  back  into  the 
Union  was  the  question  of  the  ex-slaves. 
There  was  no  dispute  over  the  fact  that 
they  were  in  dire  needs.  There  was  no 
question  of  their  status  as  free  individu- 
als, but  conflict  arose  over  the  possible 
distinctions  between  them  and  white  peo- 
ple. The  greatest  concern  of  Southerners 
was  the  problem  of  controlling  blacks. 
Most  Southern  whites,  although  willing 
to  concede  the  end  of  slavery  even  to  the 
point  of  voting  for  adoption  of  the 
Thirteenth  Amendment,  were  convinced 
that  laws  should  be  speedily  enacted  to 
curb  blacks  and  to  ensure  their  role  as  a 
laboring  force  in  the  South.  Black  Codes 
replaced  the  old  slave  codes  and  effec- 
tively denied  Blacks  the  rights  of  free 
individuals^  After  the  assassination  of 


Lincoln,  President  Andrew  Johnson  sided 
with  Southern  sentiment.  He  vetoed  the 
ciyil  rights  bill  and  declared  that  blacks 
were  not  yet  ready  for  the  privileges  and 
equalities  of  citizens. 

In  an  Address  from  the  Convention  of 
the  Colored  People  of  North  Carolina  the 
New  York  Daily  "Tribune" ,  October  7, 
1865  records:  "We  are  fully  conscious 
that  we  cannot  long  expect  the  presence 
of  Government  agents,  or  of  troops  to 
secure  us  against  evil  treatment  from 
unreasonable,  prejudiced,  and  unjust  men. 
We  have  no  desire  to  look  abroad  for  pro- 
tection and  sympathy.  We  know  we  must 
find  both  at  home,  among  the  people  of 
our  own  State,  and  merit  them  by  our 
industry,  sobriety  and  the  respectful 
demeanor,  or  suffer  long  and  grievous 
evils.  We  most  earnestly  desire  to  have 
the  disabilities  under  which  we  have  for- 
merly lived  removed:  to  have  all  the 
oppressive  laws  which  make  unjust  dis- 
criminations on  account  of  race  or  color 
wiped  from  the  statutes  of  the  State". 

One  of  the  primary  agencies  that 
offered  both  spiritual  and  material  relief 
during  Reconstruction  was  the  Black 
Church.  Blacks  began  to  withdraw  from 
white  churches  once  they  secured  their 
freedom.  The  Baptist  Church  enjoyed 
phenomenal  growth.  Within  a  few  years 
every  Southern  state  had  a  large  Black 
Baptist  organization.  As  long  as  Johnson 
allowed  some  Southern  whites  to  partici- 
pate in  Reconstruction,  the  whites 
believed  they  could  handle  blacks.  White 
Southerners  Were  determined  to  guide 
their  own  destiny  and  control  blacks. 
When  Radical  Reconstruction  made  this 
possible,  in  1 867  they  struck  with  fury 
and  rage.  This  violence  culminated  in  the 
rise  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  movement.  As 
early  as  1 866,  when  Southern  whites  had 
almost  complete  charge  of 
Reconstruction,  a  kind  of  gueriUa  warfare 
was  carried  on  against  blacks.  The  head 
of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  in  Georgia,  for 
example,  complained  that  bands  of  men 
calling  themselves  Regulators, 
Jayhawkers,  and  the  Black  Horse  Calvary 
were  committing  the  "most  fiendish  and 
diabolical  outrages  on  the  freedmen"  with 
the  sympathy  not  only  of  the  populace 
but  of  the  reconstructed  government  too. 

How  could  Black  folks  have  formed  a 
Convention  amidst  this  violent  raging  tide 
of  social  injustice?  I  .believe  it  was 
because  of  a  number  of  things.  Namely, 
they  possessed  God's  grace,  and  their 
faith;  which  cause  them  to  be  committed 
and  determined  to  participate  in  Kingdom 
work.  "And  the  Lord  gave  the  people 
favour  in  the  sight  of  the  Egyptians,  so 
that  they  lent  unto  them  such  things  as 
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they  required"  (Ex.  12:36a  KJV).  In  the 
book  A  Splendid  Enterprise  it  is  noted 
that  in  the  formation  of  the  Convention's 
Constitution  several  members  of  the 
white  church  assisted.  Out  of  that  meet- 
ing came  our  constitution: 

We  the  delegates  from  various  regular 
Baptist  Churches  in  North  Carolina,  Met 
in  Convention  in  the  town  of 

Goldsboro,  N.C.  on  the  17^^  day  of 
October,  1867*,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering the  propriety  of  entering  into 
some  general  organization  for  our  mutual 
improvement  and  the  diffusion  of  the 
principles  of  the  gospel  -  agree  to  the  fol- 
lowing rules  of  fundamental  principles. 

Article  1^^  This  body  shall  be  styled 
The  General  Association  of  the  Colored 
Baptist  of  North  Carolina.** 

(Proceedings,  1867,  p.6).  Article  two  is  a 
clear  indicator  that  these  framers  of  our 
Convention  possessed  both  faith  and 
Christian  focus. 

Article  n.  It  shall  be  the  design  of 
this  Association  to  promote  State  and 
Foreign  Missions,  Ministerial  Education 
and  other  important  objects  connected 
with  the  Redeemer's  Kingdom,  and  to 
combine  for  this  purpose  such  portions  of 
the  Colored  Baptist  denomination  in 
North  Carolina  as  may  desire  a  general 
organization  for  Christian  benevolence, 
which  shall  fully  respect  the  independ- 
ence and  equal  rights  of  the  churches. 

With  the  winds  of  disfranchisement 
swirling  about  them  they  believed,  they 
had  faith  that  said  they  could,  and  they 
should  make  a  difference.  First  and  fore- 
most was  mission  work.  They  had  the 
kind  of  faith  that  James  talked  about. 


Faith  that  was  accompanied  by  works, 
near  and  afar  And,  they  showed  the 
world  through  their  works,  that  they  pos- 
sessed faith.  As  a  result  of  their  faith  they 
formed  the  first  Missionary  Baptist 
Convention  in  the  United  States  according 
to  John  Hope  Franklin  in  his  book:  From 
Slavery  to  Freedom.  Over  the  years  their 
focus  on  missions  was  broadened  to 
include  the  Oxford  Children's  Home. 
This  first  move  came  from  Shiloh  and  the 
Wake  Baptist  Association  in  1882.  The 
Reverend  Doctor  Augustus  Shepard,  pas- 
tor of  the  Colored  Baptist  Church  in 
Henderson,  North  Carolina,  proposed  the 
formation  of  the  Colored  Orphanage 
Association;  was  thus  the  second  orphan- 
age to  be  founded  in  North 
Carolina,  and  one  of  the  first  to  serve 
black  children  in  the  country. 

In  1897  the  Lott  Carey  Foreign 
Mission  Convention  was  formed  amidst 
the  internal  disturbance  within  the 
National  Baptist  Convention,  U.S.A. 
There  were  three  points  being  debated 
among  prominent  clergymen  in 
September  of  1897  at  Ebenezer  Baptist 
Church  of  Boston,  Massachusetts.  The 
Reverend  Doctor  Harvey  Johnson,  pastor 
of  Union  Baptist  Church  of  Baltimore, 
led  the  movement  for  independence  of 
Black  Baptists  from  white  Baptist  mission 
projects.  He  delivered  a  very  stirring 
address,  a  part  of  it  reads  as  such: 

That  if  cooperation  is  to  continue  it 
shall  embrace  every  other  moral  and  civil 
issue  that  concerns  our  best  progress  and 
welfare,  as  well  as  religious  and  educa- 
tional. 

First.  That  we  co-operate  in  bringing 
to  trial  the  many  lynching  mobs  that  are 
now  going  unwhipped  of  justice  in  the 
different  parts  of  the  Country,  especially 


the  South. 

Secondly.  That  we  co-operate  in  hav- 
ing the  tavern  and  innkeepers  admit  min- 
isters and  delegates  to  the  same  accom- 
modation that  is  accorded  to  the  white 
representatives  of  the  Home  Mission  and 
other  societies  where  we  meet  annually. 

Thirdly.  That  we  be  accorded  first- 
class  accommodations  on  all  public  con- 
veyances, and  that  the  "Jim  Crow"  car 
system  be  broken  up. 

As  a  people  united  under  the  umbrella 
of  this  Convention  we  are  connected  to  a 
noble  and  glorious  past.  The  words  of 
Dr  Johnson,  in  light  of  the  social  ills  he 
and  people  of  color  faced  in  that  day,  are 
morally  and  ethically  encouraging.  Here 
is  a  representative  of  the  church  standing 
front,  and  center  demanding  justice.  This 
represents  a  part  of  a  glorious  past  of 
Kingdom  soldiers  standing  on  the  field  of 
battle  holding  up  the  blood  stained  baimer 
for  the  Lord.  As  this  Convention  moves 
forward  making  new  history,  we  do  it 
honoring  the  contributions  and  successes 
of  the  past.  These  are  seven  points  of 
interest  regarding  the  Lott  Carey  Foreign 
Mission  Convention,  our  ministry  arm  in 
far  reaching  places. 

To  stimulate  the  foreign  mission  spirit 
among  the  churches  on  our  home 
front. 

To  do  exclusively  foreign  mission,  which 
was  divinely  imposed  upon  the 
churches. 

To  enlist  all  pastors  in  a  movement  to  see 
that  the  Lord's  command  is  literally 
carried  out. 

To  provide  an  organization  for  the  eco- 
nomical and  honest  use  of  all  foreign 
mission  money  entrusted  to  its  care. 

To  choose  wisely,  and  in  co-operation 


with  other  Baptist  organizations,  our 
fields  and  missionaries. 

To  require  all  missionaries  and  conven- 
tional agents  to  report  accurately  and 
regularly  all  work  done  and  funds 
received  from  time  to  time. 

That  not  more  than  25%  of  our  total 
income  shall  be  used  for  operating 
expenses. 

For  the  most  part  individual  churches 
do  not  possess  the  ability  to  place 
missionaries  on  foreign  fields,  however 
together  as  churches  that  support 
Associations  that  support  this  state 
Convention,  which  stands  in  alliance  with 
the  Lott  Carey  Convention  we  can. 

Finally  as  a  Convention  we  support 
education  through  our  under-girding  of 
Shaw  University  &  Shaw  University 
Divinity  School.  In  her  book  Shaw's 
Universe  Wilmoth  Carter  writes  the  fol- 
lowing: It  thus  appears  that  the  existence 
of  the  school  as  a  church-related  institu- 
tion stems  from  its  founding  by  a  Baptist 
minister  who  served  simultaneously  as 
pastor  of  the  church  and  principal  of  the 
school,  both  the  church  and  the  school 
being  originally  housed  in  the  same  phys- 
ical structure;  to  the  interest  and  support 
which  the  institution  received  from  the 
American  Baptist  Home  Mission  Society  ; 
and  the  "Colored"  Baptist  Convention  of  ; 
North  Carolina.  Around  1943-44,  the 
Baptist  Convention's  Headquarters  was 
established  on  the  campus  of  Shaw  (sec- 
ond floor  of  the  Leonard  Building). 
Later,  it  moved  to  its  own  building  on 
South  Wilmington  Street  in  1954.  This 
Convention  would  not  have  survived 
without  God's  grace,  the  founding  mem- 
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From  the  Desk  of  the  Fourth  Vice-President 


By  Reverend  Nilous  M.  Avery,  II  —  M.  Div. 

"To  the  General  Baptist  family,  togeth- 
er with  all  the  saints  throughout  the 

world:  Grace 
and  peace  to 
you  from  God 
our  Father  and 
the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ"  (2 
Corinthians 
l:lb-2,  NIV  par- 
aphrased). As  I 
write  this  article, 
we  are  in  the 
midst  of  transi- 
tion. By  the 
time  this  "goes 

  to  press",  our 

great  convention  will  have  already  elected 
new  officers,  or  will  be  in  the  process  of 
doing  so. 


Rev.  Nilous 
Avery,  II 


1  would  like  to  take  this  time  and 
express  sincere  thanks  to  our  outgoing 
president,  Dr  John  D.  Fuller  In  his  own 
unique  and  forward  manner,  Dr  Fuller 
has  led  us  into  the  21"  Century.  He  has 
led  us  to  confront  faith-testing  challenges 
and  has  also  raised  critical  questions  that 
will  greatly  impact  our  ministry  for  the 
future. 

Thank  you,  Dr  Fuller,  Vice-Presidents 
Bullock,  Grant,  Parker,  and  Davis,  other 
officers,  and  members  of  this  body  for 
striving  to  "Reach  the  Masses"  these  past 
four  years.  A  special  thanks  is  extended 
to  Executive-Secretaries  Logan,  Brodie, 
auxiliary  leaders,  and  most  of  all:  TO 
GOD  BE  THE  GLORY! 

As  we  move  forward  under  a  new 
administration,  we  must  be  equipped, 
empowered,  and  encouraged  to  wage  spir- 
itual warfare  on  this  Christian  journey.  In 


his  letter  to  the  church  at  Ephesus,  the 
Apostle  Paul  warned  the  Christian  com- 
munity to  never  underestimate  the 
strength  and  impact  of  Satanic  warfare. 

In  his  paraphrase,  the  Message, 
Eugene  Peterson  summarizes  Ephesians 
6:10-18: 

"God  is  strong,  and  (God)  wants  you 
to  be  strong.  So  take  everything  the 
Master  has  set  out  for  you,  well-made 
weapons  of  the  best  materials. 

"And  put  them  to  use  so  you  will  be 
able  to  stand  up  to  everything  the  Devil 
throws  your  way.  This  is  no  athletic  con- 
test that  we'll  walk  away  from  and  forget 
about  in  a  couple  of  hours.  This  is  for 
keeps,  a  life-or-death  fight  to  the  finish 
against  the  Devil  and  his  angels. 

"Be  prepared.  You're  up  against  far 
more  than  you  can  handle  on  your  own. 
Take  all  the  help  you  can  get,  every 
weapon  God  has  issued,  so  that  when  it's 
all  over  but  the  shouting  you'll  still  be  on 
your  feet.  Truth,  righteousness,  peace. 


faith,  and  salvation  are  more  than  words. 
Learn  how  to  apply  them.  You'll  need 
them  throughout  your  life.  God's  Word  is 
an  indispensable  weapon.  In  the  same 
way,  prayer  is  essential  in  this  ongoing 
warfare.  Pray  hard  and  long.  Pray  for 
your  brothers  and  sisters.  Keep  your  eyes 
open.  Keep  each  other's  spirits  up  so  that 
no  one  falls  behind  or  drops  out." 

General  Baptists,  let  us  PRESS  ON! 
We  are  fueled  by  a  faith  in  God  that 
embraces  the  past,  encounters  the  present, 
and  envisions  the  future.  We  must 
PRESS  ON  by  supporting  the  General 
Baptist  State  Convention  and  its  objec- 
tives with  our  gifts  and  service.  We  must 
PRESS  ON  by  endeavoring  to  worship, 
work  and  witness  for  the  Lord.  "May  the 
grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the 
love  of  God,  and  the  fellowship  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  be  with  you  all"  (2 
Corinthians  13:14,  NTV).  Amen.  ■ 
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"Let  All  the  People  Praise  Thee" 


By  Executive  Secretary -Treasurer  Brodie 

To  God  Be  the  Glory!  Another  year 
has  passed  and  God  has  blessed  the 
Woman's  Convention  in  many  a  way. 
Many  persons  have  been  touched  by  the 
Spirit  of  Christ 
through  our 
institutes, 
Leadership 
Training 
Conference, 
Youth  Bible 
Camp,  Family 
Missions 
Conference, 
Youth 
Evangehsm 
Conference,  cir- 
cles, city/county 

  unions,  district 

conferences  and  auxiUaries.  God, 
through  many  of  you  has  enabled  us  to 
realize  the  past  year's  budget  of 
$801,357.00,  inclusive  of  direct  contribu- 
tions sent  to  some  objectives.  We  are 
now  in  the  third  month  of  the  new  fiscal 
year.  Our  mission  budget  for  this  year  is 
$806,055.00  which  will  be  distributed 
among  the  objectives:  Foreign  Missions, 
$80,200.00;  State  Missions,  $565,855.00; 
Shaw  University,  $49,500.00;  Shaw 


Dr.  Priscilla 
Brodie 


Divinity  School,  $33,500.00;  Central 
Children  Home,  $36,500.00;  and  Baptist 
Assembly,  $40,500.00.  Checks  and 
money  orders  should  be  made  payable  to 
the  Woman's  Baptist  State  Convention  or 
Woman's  Baptist  Home  &  Foreign 
Missionary  Convention  and  sent  to 
Woman's  Baptist  State  Convention,  P.  O. 
Box  1818,  Raleigh,  NC  27602. 

Our  Missionary  Training  Institutes 
will  convene  across  the  state.  If  any  of 
you  (circles,  union,  auxiliaries,  or  others) 
desire  an  institute  or  workshop  regarding 
missionary  education,  please  contact  our 
office  at  (919)  833-4823  for  information, 
an  application,  and  a  certified  instructor 
The  books  recommended  for  study  are: 

(Senior  and  Young  Adults) 

The  Keys  to  Spiritual  Growth 
(Youth  12-20)  Deepening  Discipleship 
(Youth  9-11)  Fishers  of  Men 

(Youth  6-8)  Jesus  Forgives  Peter 

(Youth  1-5)  Why  I  Believe  In  Jesus 

These  books  may  be  secured  from  our 
office.  The  theme  is  "Transforming  The 
Family  Through  Christian  Values/Ethics". 

On  Saturday,  January  1  V\  2003,  will 
be  the  One-Day  Session  at  the  Raleigh 
Convention  Center,  beginning  at  9:00 


I 


a.m.  Please  begin  praying  for  and  prepar- 
ing to  attend  this  session. 

The  Fall  Retreat  (November  2002)  of 
the  Ministers'  Wives  Fellowship  will  be 
deferred  until  Mav.  the  fourth  Saturday, 
2003.  because  of  certain  circumstances. 
Further  information  will  be  provided  later 
by  Mrs.  Carolyn  Edwards.  Chairperson. 

and  Mrs.  Pamela 
C.  Holder- 
Program 
Chairperson. 

The  Youth 
Evangehsm 
Conference, 
November  2, 
2002,  will  be  at 
the  Northwest 
High  School  in 
Littleton,  hosted 
by  the  Halifax 
County  Union, 

  Mrs.  Audrey 

Battle,  President.  See  directions  in  the 
October  issue  of  the  Baptist  Informer. 

Our  website  is  www.wbh-fmc.org. 
Please  visit  it  to  learn  more  about  what 
God  is  doing  through  our  ministries, 
objectives,  and  affiliations. 

We  are  in  the  season  of  Thanksgiving. 
Therefore,  let  us  give  thanks  and  sing 
more  praises  to  His  name.  HAVE  A 
BLESSED  THANKSGIVING! 


Dr.  Julias 
McDonald 


"Let  All  The  People  Praise  Thee" 

0-mag-ni-fy  the  Lord  with  me.  Ye 
peo-ple  of  choice.  Let  all  to  whom  He 
lend-eth  breath  Now  in  His  name  re-joice; 
For  love's  blest  rev-e-la-tion.  For  rest 
from  con-dem-na-tion,  For  ut-ter-most 
sal-va-tion  to  Him  give  thanks. 

O  praise  Him  for  His  ho-U-ness,  His 
wis-dom  and  His  grace;  Sing  prais-es  for 
the  pre-cious  blood  Which  ran-somed  all 
our  race;  In  ten-der-ness  He  sought  us. 
From  depths  of  sin  He  brought  us.  The 
way  of  life  then  taught  us.  To  Him  give 
thanks. 

Had  I  a  thousand  tongues  to  sing,  The 
half  could  ne'er  be  told  Of  love  so  rich, 
so  full  and  free.  Of  bless-ings  man-I-fold; 
Of  grace  that  fail-eth  nev-er.  Peace  flow- 
ing like  a  riv-er.  From  God  the  glo-rious 
Giv-er,  To  Him  give  thanks. 

Chorus: 

Let  all  the  people  praise  Thee,  Let  all 
the  people  praise  Thee!  Let  all  the  peo- 
ple praise  Thy  name  For-ev-er  and  for-ev- 
er-more;  for-ev-er-more.  O  Lord!  A- 
men. 

— ^Mrs.  C.  H.  Morris 


The  118'^  Annual  Session  of  the  Woman's  Baptist  Home  and 
Foreign  Missionary  Convention  of  North  Carolina 


By  Ms.  Jean  Q.  Lloyd  and  contributors 
Mrs.  Faye  Dunbar  and  Mrs.  Phylisa  Kelly, 
Public  Relations/Publicity  Committee 

The  1 1 8'"  Annual  Session  of  the 
Woman's  Baptist  Home  and  Foreign 
Missionary  Convention  of  North  Carolina 
was  held  in  Winston-Salem,  NC  at  the 
Benton  Convention  Center  July  28- 
August  1,  2002.  "Reaching  the  Masses: 
Transforming  the  Family  Through 
Christian  Communication"  was  the 
theme.  (Proverbs  23:21  and  James  1:2- 
21)  On  Sunday  evening  delegates  assem- 
bled at  New  Bethel  Baptist  Church  and 
witnessed  a  Communion  Service,  planned 
by  Mrs.  Robbie  Diggs  and  served  by  the 
host  pastor  with  the  assistance  of  several 
participating  ministers.  Delegates  and 
attendees  officially  began  registration  on 
Monday  morning.  The  Executive 
Committee,  the  Executive  Board  and  the 
General  Board  meetings  were  held  on 
Monday  begiiming  at  9:00  a.m. 

Monday  evening  the  Johnnie  Blount 
McLester  Pre-Convention  Banquet  was 
held.  Presiding  was  Mrs.  Julias 
McDonald,  President  of  the  Woman's 
Baptist  Home  &  Foreign  Missionary 
Convention  of  North  Carolina 
(WBH&FMC).  Dr  W.  B.  Lewis  prayed 
the  invocation  and  grace.  The  Chair  of 
the  Executive  Board,  Mrs.  Catheryn  B. 


Walters,  gave  the  welcome  on  behalf  of 
the  WBH&FW  of  NC.  Greetings  were 
brought  by  Dr.  Charles  T.  Bullock,  Vice 
President  at-large  at  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina  (GBSC)  in 
the  absence  of  President  John  D.  Fuller 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Mashianc,  a  missionary 
from  South  Africa,  also  brought  greetings. 

Preceding  presentation  of  plaques  by 
President  McDonald,  Jawan  Dow  of  Mt. 
Vernon  Church,  sang  "God  Has  Smiled 
on  Me".  Recogiution  was  given  to  the 
following  Special  Workers  for  dedicated 
service:  Special  Workers  Beatrice  Newell, 
Beatrice  Artis,  Florence  Richardson, 
Mattie  Richardson,  E.  B.  Penny,  Marian 
Bass,  Rosa  Bell,  Mattie  M.  Gannon,  and 
Gloria  Key.  Following  was  a  solo  by 
Mrs.  Gloria  Becoate.  Vice  Chair  of  the 
Executive  Board,  Mrs.  Eva  Geer,  intro- 
duced the  speaker  The  keynote  speaker 
was  the  Reverend  Mary  Young  of  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  Richmond, 
Virginia.  The  Antioch  Singers  rendered 
music.  The  Reverend  Young  brought  an 
inspiring  message  as  she  spoke  on  "The 
Family  from  Transformation  to 
Celebration  .  .  .  Preaching,  Teaching, 
Healing,  and  Serving".  As  she  addressed 
a  capacity-filled  room,  she  admonished 
attendees  to  go  "back  to  the  basics": 

1 .  Get  a  good  education 


2.  Pray 

3.  Honor  parents 

4.  Love  your  brothers  and  sisters 

5.  Keep  the  Golden  Rule. 

She  further  gave  the  charge  "To 
Celebrate!"  Then  lives  and  marriages  are 
resolved  and  families  are  reunited. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  the  Leadership 
Processional,  which  included  missionaries 
regaled  in  an  array  of  colors  as  designated 
for  the  districts,  proceeded  into  the 
assembly  room.  A  large  number  of  dis- 
trict conference  chairpersons  and  county 
union  and  auxiliary  presidents  joined  in 
the  march  as  the  congregation  sang  "We 
Are  Marching  to  Zion".  The  call  to  order 
was  by  President  McDonald,  declaring 
the  first  session  officially  opened. 
Following  the  opening  hymn,  the  scrip- 
ture was  by  Mrs.  Lor  a  Eason  and  prayer 
was  led  by  Mrs.  Mattie  Garman.  Mrs. 
Doris  Burk  shared  the  theme  "Reaching 
the  Masses;  Transforming  the  Family 
Through  Christian  Leadership",  with  the 
scriptural  basis  in  Proverbs  23:21  and 
James  1:12-27.  Ms.  Darlene  Esters  gave 
the  minutes  for  the  Executive  Board. 

Dr  Priscilla  Brodie,  Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer,  shared  convention 
directives,  after  having  recognized 
President  McDonald  in  her  first  presiding 
position.  She  explained  the  inclusion  of 


several  informational  handouts  contained 
in  the  delegate's  packet.  Concluding  her 
presentation,  she  shared  that  she  had  been 
led  by  the  Lord  to  sing  "I  Am  a  Living 
Testimony". 

The  following  reports  were  given: 
Committee-on-Committees  by  Co- 
Chairperson  Mrs.  E.  B.  Penny; 
Enrollment  Committee  by  First  Vice 
President  Mrs.  Bronnie  Daniels;  Public 
Relations/Publicity  Committee  by 
Chanperson  Ms.  Jean  Lloyd;  Worship  and 
Praise  Committee  by  Co-Chairperson 
Mrs.  Hilda  Smith;  Christian  Family  Life 
Enrichment  Ministries  by  Chairperson 
Ms.  Darlene  Esters;  and  Christian 
Education/Curriculum  Committee  by 
Chairperson  Mrs.  Brenda  Jones. 
Recognitions  were  given  to  pastors;  state 
auxiliary  presidents;  past  presidents;  local 
circle,  union,  and  auxiliary  presidents; 
district  conference  chairpersons;  new 
members,  and  visitors.  Greetings  were 
extended  by  Dr  Archie  Logan,  Jr, 
Executive  Secretary-  Treasurer,  GBSC;  the 
Reverend  Anthonette  Wright,  Adoption 
Program,  GBSC;  and  the  Dr  Thurman 
Everette,  Chairman  for  GBSC  Housing 
Committee.  Music  was  rendered  by  the 
convention  choir.  Dr  Logan  introduced 

See  CONVENTION,  Page  6 
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the  Reverend  Paul  A.  Lowe,  Jr.,  pastor  of 
Shiloh  Baptist  Church,  Winston  Salem, 
NC,  who  brought  the  sermon.  Using 
Matthew  28,  verses  16  through  20,  he 
spoke  from  the  theme  "The  Mission  of 
the  Church".  He  reminded  the  congrega- 
tion that  the  church  has  a  mission;  we 
have  a  mission  and  Jesus  shared  in 
Matthew  what  our  mission  is.  An  urgent 
reminder  was  issued  by  Reverend  Lowe 
as  he  shared  that  the  church  is  not  ours; 
the  work  is  not  ours;  they  all  are  the 
Lord's.  The  call  to  discipleship  was  made 
by  Reverend  F.  O.  Bass  and  the  benedic- 
tion was  given. 

Tuesday  afternoon  session  opened 
with  President  McDonald  presiding. 
Presentations  were  made  by  Mr.  Michael 
Alston,  Executive  Director  of  Children's 
Home  and  by  Dr.  Ernest  Pickens,  Vice 
President,  Shaw  University/Shaw  Divinity 
School. 

The  Deacons'  Wives  Fellowship  was 
opened  with  Mrs.  Evelyn  McLean  presid- 
ing. Scripture  was  read  and  prayer  given 
by  Reverend  Josephine  McElvine  and 
Mrs.  Betty  McNeil,  respectively.  The 
theme  discussion  was  by  Mrs.  Leveme 
George.  A  skit  entitled  "The  Six  C's  to 
Remember  to  Become  Effective 
Deaconesses"  by  Dr.  Maurice  Riley,  was 
presented  by  the  deacons'  wives  of 
Bluestone  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
Ruffin,  NC,  Reverend  Timothy  Warren, 
pastor.  A  memorial  tribute,  led  by  Mrs. 
Patricia  Russell,  was  made  in  memory  of 
Mrs.  Yvonne  Mitchell,  former  Youth 
Supervisor  and  Camp  Director,  Mrs. 
Minnie  Armstrong,  and  others.  The 
memorial  tribute  concluded  with  a  memo- 
rial poem  read  by  Mrs.  Mary  Swann  and 
prayer  by  Mrs.  Patricia  Russell. 

Presenting  Our  Objectives  was  Mr. 
Michael  Alston,  Executive  Director  of  the 
Children's  Home,  who  expressed  grati- 
tude to  the  convention  for  all  they  have 
done;  and  Dr.  Ernest  Pickens,  Vice 
President  from  Shaw  University/Shaw 
Divinity  School  brought  greetings.  Mrs. 
Juanelle  Hargrove  gave  the  offertory 
statement  and  prayer. 

Following  was  the  Ministers'  Wives 
and  Widows  Fellowship  Program  with 
Mrs.  Mattie  Smith  presiding.  She  gave 
the  prayer,  Mrs.  Joyce  Evans  read  the 
scripture  and  President  McDonald 
brought  greetings.  Mrs.  Lena  Johnson 
introduced  the  speaker,  Mrs.  Pamela 
Holder,  MWM&WF  Chairperson.  She 
spoke  from  the  theme  "Press  With  All 
Your  Might".  The  invitation  to  disciple- 
ship and  benediction  were  by  Pastor  Bill 
Holder. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Marrow,  Fourth  Vice 
President,  presided  at  the  opening  of  the 
Tuesday  evening  session.  Mrs.  Josephine 
Neal  and  Mrs.  Nancy  Perry  provided  the 
scriptural  reading  and  prayer,  respective- 
ly. Reverend  F.  O.  Bass,  Jr.,  host  pastor. 


and  Mt.  Vernon  Church,  High  Point,  host 
church,  were  in  charge  of  the  Welcome 
Program.  Several  musical  selections  were 
rendered  by  the  choir.  Response  was  by 
Mrs.  Madgalene  Whitley,  and  second  vice 
president  Audrey  Battle  gave  the  offertory 
appeal  and  prayer.  Presentation  of  the 
minister  was  by  Reverend  Damion 
Rawlinson.  The  sermon  message  was 
delivered  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Lincoln 
Lee,  pastor  of  Silver  Mount  Baptist 
Church,  Charlotte.  His  emphasis  was 
"Go"  for  God  is  telling  us  to  "just  go". 
Music  was  by  the  choir  and  altar  prayer 
and  benediction  by  the  speaker. 

The  Wednesday  session  opened  with 
the  leadership  march  as  state  officers  and 
Executive  Board  members  processed  in. 
Mrs.  Hazel  Lewis  read  the  scripture  and 
Mrs.  Bessie  Landis  offered  the  prayer. 
Dr.  John  D.  Fuller,  President,  General 
Baptist  state  Convention,  brought  greet- 
ings. He  charged  the  audience  to  a 
resounding  applaud  when  he  stated  that 
this  convention  is  by  far  the  most  focused 
of  its  kind. 

Dr.  Priscilla  Brodie,  Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer,  presented  the  annual 
report.  She  shared  information  about  the 
literature  used  in  the  various  mission 
study  classes.  Included  in  the  financial 
statement  were  annual  budget  and  expen- 
ditures. She  gave  an  appeal  for  continued 
support  and  requested  a  pledge  to  help  to 
end  the  year  in  "black"  by  sending  dona- 
tions to  the  state  headquarters.  Her  clos- 
ing expression  was  a  sincere  "thanks"  to 
missionaries  for  what  they  are  doing 
across  the  state. 

Following  the  Offertory  Appeal  by 
Mrs.  Louise  Robinson,  Mr.  Reginald 
McDonald,  son  of  President  McDonald 
introduced  her  for  presentation  of  her  frrst 
annual  address.  President  McDonald 
came  forth  with  a  dynamic  address  and 
shared  God's  original  formula  for  the 
family,  giving  Genesis  1:28  as  the  refer- 
ence. She  challenged  missionaries  to  use 
the  formula.  Sharing  instructions  to  the 
young  people,  she  told  them  the  rights 
parents  had  to  expect  obedience  from 
them.  Further,  she  outlined  to  parents 
that  children  also  have  some  rights. 
Children  have  the  right  to  expect  their 
parents  to  be  honest,  truthful,  morally 
clean  and  decent.  She  brought  the  con- 
gregation to  a  resounding  ovation  when 
she  stated  that  she  had  come  too  far  now 
and  there  is  "no  turning  back".  In  spite 
of  the  opportunity  to  want  to  turn  back, 
she  was  determined  to  live  for  the  Lord 
and 

as  long  as  God  leads  the  way,  she  would 
follow  his  lead.  Closing  with  the  paradox 
of  our  times,  she  stated  that  "we  have 
multiplied  our  possessions,  but  reduced 
our  values;  added  years  to  our  lives,  but 
not  life  to  our  years;  and  have  become 
long  on  quantity,  but  short  on  quality". 
She  left  missionaries  charged  up  as  she 
repeated  the  words  of  the  hymn  "Lead 


Me,  Guide  Me".  The  address  provided 
great  insight  as  we  strive  to  "reach  the 
masses".  Music  was  provided  by  the  con- 
vention mass  choir  under  the  directorship 
of  Mr.  Camp  Waverly,  Jr.,  organist  Ms. 
Barbara  Kelly  and  pianist  Mrs.  Alice 
Green. 

Third  Vice  President  Linda  Inman 
presided  at  the  Young  Adult  session 
opened  on  Wednesday  afternoon. 
Processioning  were  the  directors,  associ- 
ate directors,  and  presidents.  Second  Vice 
President  Ms.  Arjanette  Wall  presided 
during  the  young  adult  session.  Ms. 
Felicia  McDougal  read  the  scripture  and 
prayer  was  by  Reverend  Paul  Mathews. 
Music  was  by  the  E.  B.  Turner  Chorus, 
First  Baptist  Church,  Lumberton.  Mrs. 
Vanessa  Gregory,  Young  Adult  Director, 
shared  that  young  adults  had  visited  a 
local  rest  home.  Departmental  promo- 
tions were  Reverend  Harold  Dixon  and 
Ms.  Beverly  Imes  with  Dr.  Brodie  and 
President  McDonald  presenting  certifi- 
cates of  promotion.  William  Payne,  Jr., 
First  Waughtown  Baptist  Church,  Winston 
Salem,  was  the  recipient  of  the  2002 
Scholarship.  Ms.  Kimberly  Richardson 
presented  Mrs.  Erica  Bamhill,  young 
adult  president,  to  present  her  annual 
address.  She  delivered  from  the  subject 
"The  Sower"  and  challenged  that  peace, 
prayer,  and  patience  be  sown  in  good  soil; 
then  love,  obedience,  commitment,  and 
dedication  will  turn  up.  Music  was  ren- 
dered by  the  E.  B.  Turner  Chorus  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Lumberton. 

The  Youth  session  was  opened  as  Ms. 
Jasmine  Davenport,  Third  Vice  President, 
presided.  Sharing  the  scripture  and 
prayer  were  Lavar  Marlow  and  Jacqum 
Thompson.  Youth  supervisor  Mrs. 
EUender  LeMay  gave  greetings  and  pre- 
sented Project  2003  winners.  Winners 
were  as  follows:  Talent  Wiimers,  "Have  a 
Heart"  Level  #1 :  Kalen  Bryant  (first 
place),  Edgecombe  County  Union;  Jessica 
Jordan  (second  place).  Union  County. 
Level  #2:  Mt.  Zion  PG  413  Group,  (first 
place)  Brunswick  Waccamaw 
Association;  Julius  Key  (second  place). 
"Have  a  Heart  Financial  Winners": 
Jessica  Hinsley,  (first  place)  District  6, 
Group  1 ,  Kendra  Dudley,  (second  place) 
Robeson  County.  "Shaw  Project  Talent" 
Level  #1 :  Shanique  Lennon  (first  place), 
Robeson  County  Union;  Jamea  Roberts 
(second  place),  Rockingham  Union;  Level 
#2:  Tensie  Taylor  (first  place  tie). 
Franklin  County  and  Johnston  County 
Union  (first  place  tie);  Laquesca  Barham 
(second  place).  Union  Baptist 
Association  Women's  Auxiliary;  Shaw 
Financial  Winners:  Dontrel  Anderson 
(first  place),  Vance  County,  Jamea' 
Andrea  Roberts  (second  place), 
Rockingham  County  Union. 

Following  the  introduction  of  Youth 
President,  Ms.  Vemice  Lassiter,  by  Fourth 
Vice  President  George  Metz,  Ms.  Lassiter 
presented  her  address.  She  challenged 


the  youth  to  "Take  An  Attitude  Check", 
and  lead  other  youth  to  Christ.  Youth 
Camp  Director,  Phylisa  Kelly,  presented 
certificates  to  the  Outstanding  Campers 
for  the  2002  Camp  session.  Recipients  of 
the  awards  were  Jonathan  Livingston, 
Vincent  Faison,  Niola  Allen  Byrd,  Rhea 
M.  Reed,  Kendra  Gause,  Lendra  Gause, 
Joel  Briley,  Jr.,  Troy  Simmons,  Kendrick 
Morgan,  Dyneka  Glaspy,  Ashlee  Wiley, 
and  Michael  Evans.  The  youth  choir  lift- 
ed the  congregation  to  a  "musical  high" 
with  their  youth  concert  as  they  wor- 
shipped Lord  and  Savior  with  praises  in 
song. 

During  "Foreign  Mission  Night" 
which  opened  on  Wednesday  evening. 
Second  Vice  President,  Mrs.  Audrey 
Battle  presided.  Scripture  was  read  and 
prayer  was  given  by  Mrs.  Magdalene 
Rorie  and  Minster  Bonnie  Laney,  respec- 
tively. St.  Stephens  Youth  Choir,  Winston 
Salem,  NC,  provided  music.  Young  Adult 
President  and  the  young  adults  were  in 
charge  of  Foreign  Mission  Infomercial 
which  was  led  by  Ms.  Anjanette  Wall. 
Offertory  Prayer  and  Appeal  were  made 
by  Mrs.  Colene  Stanley.  The  slate  of  offi- 
cers for  the  convention  was  presented  by 
chairperson  of  Nomination  Committee, 
Mrs.  Hazel  Lewis.  Reverend  F.  O.  Bass 
introduced  Dr.  Howard  Parker  who  deliv- 
ered the  sermon.  From  Psalm  34:1-10,  he 
spoke  from  the  topic,  "I  Accept  the 
Offer".  He  enumerated  the  opportunities 
given  in  the  offer  to  magnify  the  Lord,  to 
receive  a  spiritual  high,  to  allow  others  to 
see  the  goodness  of  God,  and  to  lift  up 
the  name  of  the  Lord  above  titles  and 
positions. 

The  closing  session  convened  on 
Thursday  morning  with  congregational 
singing  and  President  McDonald  presid- 
ing. Mrs.  Hilda  Smith,  Worship  Co- 
chairperson,  led  the  congregational 
singing;  Ms.  Vemice  Lassiter  and  Mr. 
Chris  McDonald  read  the  scripture;  and 
Mrs.  Adell  Bumey  prayed.  Youth  presi- 
dent Lassiter  gave  the  theme  message. 
Committee  reports  followed  and  Dr. 
Brodie  presented  a  brief  financial  report 
for  the  week.  An  expression  of  "thanks" 
was  given  to  host  pastor  and  church. 
Reverend  A.  C.  Batchelor  installed  the 
officers  for  the  senior,  young  adult,  and 
youth  departments.  The  Reverend 
Holden  introduced  the  speaker.  The  clos- 
ing message  was  by  the  Reverend 
Jenkins,  Shiloh  Baptist  Church, 
Mocksville.  With  Matthew  22:34-40  for 
a  scripture  background,  he  used  the 
theme,  "The  Three  Commitments  of  a 
Christian  Life".  He  reminded  the  congre- 
gation that  for  a  Christian's  life  to  be  pro- 
ductive, we  must  be  committed  (1)  to 
God,  (2)  to  others  and  (3)  to  self.  With 
the  closing  hymn  by  the  congregation  and 
the  benediction  by  Reverend  Jenkins, 
President  McDonald  sounded  the  gavel  to 
close  the  118'"  session  of  WBH&FM  of 
NC.  ■ 


6        Baptist  informer 


The  General  Baptist  State  Convention  Elects  New  Ushers  President 


y  Alice  W.  McNair 

The  new  President  elect  of  the  State 
shers  is  Mr.  Forrest  M.  Eaves  Jr.  Under 
s  leadership  we  are  looking  forward  to 
new  programs  to  educate  and  inform  local 
church  ushers.  President  Eaves  is  in  the 
process  of  forming  new  committees  for 
2003.  Those  committees  consist  of  pro- 
gram, registration,  finance,  by-laws, 
memorial,  publicity,  first  aid,  historical, 
and  Convention  promotion.  He  will  be 
depending  on,  and  working  in  close  hand 
with  the  Executive  Committee  which  con- 
sists of  First  Vice  President  Mrs.  Helen 
Thompson,  Second  Vice  President  Mr. 
Charles  Dunn,  Third  Vice  President  Mr. 
Archie  Lofton,  Fourth  Vice  President  Mr. 
Norman  Dorsey,  Coordinator  Nancy 
High,  Dean  Reverend  Marvin  T.  Clowney, 
Assistant  Dean  Mr.  Roy  Harris, 
ParUamentarian  Mrs.  Mary  Williams, 
Recording  Secretary  Mrs.  Mary  Belle, 
and  Assistant  Recording  Secretary  Ms. 
Joanne  McNair.  Any  other  persons  inter- 
ested in  serving  who  are  members  of 
Missionary  Baptist  churches  in  good 
standing  with  the  Convention  should  con- 
tact him  at:  801  Wahiut  Avenue, 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina  28208,  or  call 
(704)  372-5338,  fax  (704)  372-0014. 
President  Eaves  will  be  looking  forward 
to  hearing  from  you. 

A  final  note  from  the  dean  Mr.  Charlie 
Rhoades,  in  his  last  workshop  held  at 
Martin  Street  Baptist  Church  in  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina  on  July  20,  2002,  shared 
with  Conventioneers  the  following  guide- 
lines for  church  ushers. 

Ushers  should  strive  for  consistency 

among  their  group.  Everyone  needs  to 

be  going  in  the  same  direction  and 

doing  the  same  things. 

Ushers  should  do  nothing  to  detract 

from  the  spirit  of  worship,  or  interfere 

with  others  within  the  worship  service. 

Ushers  have  to  prepare  to  serve  within 

the  worship  setting. 

There  are  no  holidays,  dress-down 


days,  or  laid-back  days  for  ushers. 
Ushers  need  to  remember  their  pur- 
pose is  to  serve  others. 
Ushering  is  not  a  position  in  which 
you  should  seek  to  get  honor  or  recog- 
nition. 

Church  ushers  are  not  on  duty  to 

impress,  repress,  or  depress,  but  serve. 

A  church  usher  is  on  duty  not  to  be 

seen;  it  is  a  niinistry  of  service. 

On  behalf  of  the  State  Ushers 
Convention,  I  want  to  thank  Dean  Rhodes 
and  Assistant  Dean  Dr.  E.  B.  Turner  for 
their  challenging  and  rewarding  work- 
shops during  their  tenures.  As  a  result  of 
your  combined  teaching  efforts,  the  state 
ushers  Convention  has  grown  spiritually 
and  been  made  a  more  capable  force  in 
our  local  churches.  Both  of  you  will  be 
missed.  May  God  bless  you  as  you  have 
blessed  us. 

District  III  Ushers  of  Charlotte  gave 
an  appreciation  banquet  for  outgoing 
President  Charles  Fletcher  on  July  13, 
2002,  at  the  Second  Calvary  Baptist 
Church.  The  mistress  of  ceremony  was 
Mrs.  Margaret  Chambers  and  the  banquet 
speaker  was  Dr.  C.  V.  Owens,  the  Dean  of 
District  III  Ushers  and  pastor  of  First  Mt. 
Zion  Baptist  Church  of  Charlotte.  First 
Vice  President  Eaves,  Chambers,  Floyd, 
Carlson,  Matteson,  and  Dr.  Owens  gave 
tributes.  The  banquet  meal  was  delicious. 
The  District  III  Ushers  unanimously 
thanked  President  Fletcher  for  the  support 
he  provided  to  them  during  his  tenure  and 
let  him  know  that  he  has  exemplified 
what  it  is  to  be  a  servant  empowered  by 
God's  spirit. 

The  Mt.  Zion  Baptist  Church  of  Dunn, 
North  Carolina,  where  the  Reverend 
Leroy  Smith  serves  as  pastor  had  their 
Ushers  Anniversary  September  8,  2002,  at 
3:00  PM.  The 

guest  speaker  was  the  Reverend  Harold 
Boykin,  pastor  of  the  Little  Piney  Grove 
Baptist  Church,  Clinton,  North  Carolina. 
His  choir  and  ushers  were  in  attendance. 


The  Mt.  Zion  Baptist  Church's  ushers' 
president  is  Mrs.  Alberta  Dixon. 

Western  Union  Ushers,  which  consists 
of  21  churches,  held  their  Ushers  banquet 
October  5,  2002,  at  the  Elizabeth  Baptist 
Church  in  Autryville.  President  Roy 
Williams  served  as  the  master  of  ceremo- 
ny, and  pastor  Robert  Jones  was  the  guest 
speaker.  His  sermon  text  was  from 
Psalms  122:1,2  "I  was  glad  when  they 
said  unto  me  let  us  go  into  house  of  the 
Lord".  It  was  a  very  inspiring  message. 
The  banquet  was  well  attended  with  over 
100  guests.  Among  our  special  guests  in 
attendance  was  Moderator  M.  T. 
Clowney.  Roy  Williams  and  Vice 
President  Earlie  Melvin  both  stated  that 
this  was  a  grand  occasion. 

The  North  Carolina  Baptist  Usher 
Convention  Executive  Board  met  on 
October  5,  2002,  at  GBSC  Headquarters 
in  Raleigh.  The  session  opened  at  10:45 
AM  with  President  Forrest  Eaves  presid- 
ing. Second  Vice  President  Charles  Dunn 
led  devotion,  and  the  introduction  of 
board  members  and  presentation  of  min- 
utes was  read  by  Mary  Thompson.  Under 


This  is  Pastor  Pierre  Crawford,  Pastor 
of  the  Center  Baptist  Church  located  in 
Gastonia,  NC,  on  south  New  Hope  Road, 
two  miles  south  of  Ashbrook  High 
School.  We  are  delighted  to  announce 
that  beginning  on  the  First  Sunday  in 
October,  2002,  we  will  begin  our  8:00am 
Early  Morning  Worship  Service.  This  will 
be  followed  by  Sunday  School  at  9:30 
and  our  second  worship  service  at 
11:00am. 

On  Wednesday  we  have  Noon  day 
Bible  Study  from  12:00-1 :00pm.  We  also 
have  another  Bible  Study  from  7:00- 


new  business  it  was  announced  that  there 
would  be  a  state  Ushers  retreat  for  all 
officers  to  be  held  at  the  J.  J.  Johnson 
Baptist  Assembly  in  Laurel  Hill  on 
November  8,  9,  2002.  The  session  on 
Friday  would  begin  at  3:00  PM  and 
Saturday  at  9:30  AM.  President  Eaves 
announced  the  next  board  meeting  would 
be  on  October  28,  2002,  at  9:10  AM  in 
Fayetteville.  In  addition  there  would  be 
an  installation  service  of  all  officers  on 
Thursday,  October  31,  2002,  at  Mt.  Olive 
Baptist  Church  in  Fayetteville  at  11:45 
AM. 

Third  Vice  President  Archie  Lofton 
gave  a  finance  and  budget  report  for 
2003.  The  State  Ushers  Convention  is 
doing  well.  Dismissal  and  closing  prayer 
were  recited  in  unison: 

Lord,  help  us  to  appreciate  the  work 
that  others  do,  the  service  given  from 
their  hearts,  and  their  sacrifices  for  you. 
Help  us  to  be  faithful,  and  leave  the 
results  in  your  hands.  Amen. 

Send  Ushers  news  to  P.  O.  Box  105, 
Newton  Grove,  North  Carolina  28366.  ■ 


8:00pm. 

To  aid  in  our  worship  experience  we 
have  a  Historical  Hymn  Choir,  Musical 
Choir,  Praise  and  Worship  Team, 
Combined  Choir,  Praise  Dancers,  Men 
Choir  and  a  Youth  Choir.  This  is  directed 
by  our  Minister  of  Music,  Bishop  Dr. 
Billy  Beatty. 

So  come  on  out  to  Center  Baptist 
Church  and  help  us  lift  up  the  name  of 
Jesus.  To  God  Be  The  Glory  For  The 
Great  Things  He  Has  Done. 

Oh,  by  the  way,  the  dress  is  casual! 


NORTH  CAROLINA  BAPTIST 
USHER\S  CONVENTION 
DRESS  CODES 

FEMALE  USHER'S  UNIFORM: 

WHITE  UNIFORM  OR  WHITE  SUIT 
WITH  WHITE  SHOES  (HEEL  &  TOES 
ENCLOSED),  WHITE  HOSE  AND 
WHITE  GLOVES 

MALE  USHER'S  UNIFORM: 

BLACK  SUIT  WITH  WHITE  SHIRT, 
BLACK  TIE,  BLACK  SOCKS  WITH 
BLACK  SHOES  AND  WHITE  GLOVES 


Center  Baptist 
Gastonia,  NC 


NORTH  CAROLINA  BAPTIST 
USHERS  CONVENTION 
WORKSHOP 

MR.  FORREST  M.  EAVES,  JR. 
PRESIDENT 

WHEN:  SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  9,  2002 
TIME:  9:00  A.M. 

WHERE:  J.J.  JOHNSON  BAPTIST  ASSEMBLY 
LAUREL  HILLS,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

REGISTRATION:  $10.00 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


122"^^  Annual  Session  of  the  National  Baptist  Convention,  USA,  Inc. 


Diane 
Newell 


"Vision,  Integrity,  Structure,  and  Accountability" 
{VISA) 

Submitted  by  Diane  M.  Newell,  President 
Congress  of  Christian  Education, 
GBSC,  N.C.,  Inc. 

The  city  of  Philadelphia,  the 
Philadelphia  Host  Committee,  the 
Philadelphia  Convention  and  Visitors 
Bureau,  the  Pennsylvania  Baptist  State 

Convention,  and 
the  General 
Baptist  State 
Convention  of 
New  Jersey  wel- 
comed the  122'" 
Annual  Session 
of  the  National 
Baptist 
Convention, 
USA,  Inc.  to  the 
city  of 
"Brotherly 
Love" 

  September  2-6, 

2002.  It  was  reported  that  the  attendance 
at  the  convention  was  expected  to  be 
30,000  to  35,000  delegates.  The 
Reverend  Dr.  William  J.  Shaw,  President 
of  NBCUSA,  Inc.,  in  and  interview  with 
The  Philadelphia  Tribune,  said  "Vision, 
Integrity,  Structure,  and  Accountability" 
would  be  the  guiding  force  of  the  activi- 
ties scheduled  for  the  week.  The  theme 
of  the  organization  (VISA)  is  the  focus  of 
Dr.  Shaw's  administration. 

VISION  —  A  Convention  with  a  focus  on 
doing  Christ's  work  in  this  world.  John 
14:12 

INTEGRITY  —  A  Convention  where  all 
operations,  finances  and  programs  meet 
the  high  standards  of  Christ.  Matthew 
5:16 

STRUCTURE  —  A  Convention  with  the 
proper  infrastructure  to  carry  out  Christ's 
mission  in  a  maimer  that  involves  the 
total  body.  Titus  1:5 
ACCOUNTABILITY  -  A  Convention 
accountable  to  its  members  and  God. 
Corinthians  4:1-2 

Dr.  Shaw  gives  testimony  to  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  rebirth  and 
restructuring  of  the  organization.  "He 
continues  to  mold  us  into  an  increasingly 
God-centered  body  through  His  steps  of 
preaching,  teaching  and  healing." 

That  process  of  healing  led  to  Dr. 
Shaw  attending  an  invitation  to  Dr.  Major 
Jemison,  President  of  the  Progressive 
National  Baptist  Convention,  Inc.  to  be 
the  keynote  speaker  for  the  President's 
Education  Banquet.  The  "Brotherly 
Love"  spirit  of  Philadelphia  premediated 
this  session.  For  it  was  42  years  ago, 
1960  at  the  80'"  Annual  Session  of  the 
National  Baptist  Convention  held  in 
Philadelphia  that  members  of  NBCUSA 
left  the  convention  and  created  the 


Progressive  National  Baptist  due  to  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  in  the  implementation 
of  programs.  This  gesture  demonstrated 
affirmation  of  the  scripture  that  teaches 
although  we  have  different  administration 
we  serve  the  same  God.  Dr.  Shaw  quot- 
ed, "This  year's  annual  session  will  be  the 
vehicle  for  an  historical  reuniting  of  two 
great  religious  bodies." 

Other  highlights  from  the  convention 
included  the  announcement  of  retiring  of 
the  mortgage  debt  on  the  World  Baptist 
Center  headquarters  of  National  Baptist 
Convention  USA,  Inc.  in  Nashville, 
Tennessee.  Lectures,  preaching  and 
teaching  were  centered  around  the  122"'' 
Annual  Session  Theme:  "Christ  Jesus 
Only,  Always"  (1  Corinthians  2:2). 
Baptism  and  Mass  Communion  was 
observed  at  Temple  University's 
Liacouras  Center.  Forty-three  new  con- 
verts were  baptized  and  added  to  the 
kingdom  through  the  efforts  of  the 
Evangelistic  Outreach  Team  in  neighbor- 
ing communities  in  Philadelphia  and 
Camden,  New  Jersey.  One  additional 
convert  presented  herself  from  the  con- 
gregation. The  youngest  convert  to  be 
baptized  was  five  years  old  and  the  oldest 
a  63-year-old  man.  The  122"''  Annual 
Session  of  the  National  Baptist 
Convention,  USA,  Inc.  was  declared  and 
adjourned  high  in  the  spirit  of  the  Lord 
following  the  Holy  Communion.  The 
123"'  Annual  Session  is  scheduled  to  be 
held  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

Test  Your  Knowledge  of  NBCUSA.  Inc. 

1 .  The  National  Baptist  Convention  was 

founded  where  and  when? 

a.  1960  Philadelphia,  PA 

b.  1880  Montgomery,  AL 

c.  1910  Chicago,  IL 

2.  Who  was  the  first  president  of  National 

Baptist  Convention? 

a.  Reverend  W.  H.  Alpine,  Alabama 

b.  Reverend  Dr.  Henry  Lyons 

c.  Reverend  W.  Bishop  Johnson, 

Washington,  DC 

3.  What  was  the  first  convention  formed 

as  a  split  from  the  National  Baptist 
Convention? 

a.  Progressive  National  Bapfist 

Convention,  Inc. 

b.  National  Baptist  Convention  of 

America 

c.  Lott  Carey  Foreign  Missionary 

Convention 

4.  How  old  is  the  National  Baptist 

Convention,  USA  Inc.? 

a.  1 22  years  old 

b.  100  years  old 

c.  135  years  old 


Why  was  the  National  Baptist  Convention 
developed? 

Answers: 

(b)  The  convention  was  founded  in  1880 
by  150  Baptist  pastors  who  met  in 
Montgomery,  Alabama,  formerly  known 
as  the  Baptist  Mission  Convention 
(BMC).  On  September  28,  1895  in 
Atlanta,  Georgia  united  with  other 
African  American  Baptists  to  form  one 
organization  named  National  Baptist 
Convention. 

(a)  Reverend  W.  H.  Alpine  of  Alabama 
was  elected  the  first  president  at  the  meet- 
ing in  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

(c)  In  1897  a  group  of  National  Baptist 
pastors  left  the  convention  and  formed  the 
Lott  Carey  Foreign  Missionary 
Convention. 

(a)  The  National  Baptist  Convention, 
USA,  Inc.  is  122  years  old.  The  National 
Baptist  Convention  was  developed  as  a 
means  for  Black  churches  to  move  away 
from  the  White  associations  to  have  liber- 
ties, freedom  of  expression  and  participa- 
tion. Black  Baptists  in  the  early  1840s 
began  to  see  the  need  to  expand  the  work 
of  the  convention  with  that  of  others 


across  state  lines. 

*  1840  New  York  and  Middle  Atlantic 
formed  the  American  Baptist  Missionary 
Convention. 

1 864  Black  Baptist  in  the  South  and  West 
formed  the  Northwestern  Baptist 
Convention  and  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

1866  American  Baptist,  Northwestern 
Baptist  and  Southern  Baptist  joined 
together  to  form  the  Consolidated 
American  Baptist. 

1867  Baptist  in  Alabama,  North  Carolina, 
Virginia,  Arkansas  and  Kentucky 
formed  their  own  state  conventions  with 
the  help  of  the  Consolidated  Convention. 
(General  Baptist  State  Convention,  NC 
was  bom.) 

1873  Black  Baptist  of  the  West  formed 
the  General  Association  of  the  Western 
States  and  Territories. 

1 874  The  East  organized  the  New 
England  Baptist  Missionary  Convention. 

Information  Source: 

Article  in  Philadelphia  Tribune.  Sept.  1,  2002 
Internet,  www.nationalbaptist.com 
Nation£il  Baptist  Convention,  USA,  Inc. 
Constitution 


GBSC  Is  Available  To  Work 


With  Churches 


By  Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr. 

Greetings!  The  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  is 
available  to  work  with  your  church  during  the  time  you  do  not  have  a 
Pastor.  We  will  work  with  the  Deacons  and  other  officers  to  provide 
guidance  as  you  search  for  a  new  pastor  to  lead  your  church. 

Some  of  the  things  we  offer: 

•  We  have  ordained  Baptist  ministers  available  to  assist  the  Deacons  in 
carrying  out  the  Church  Ordinances:  Lord  Supper  and  Baptism. 

•  We  have  ordained  clergy  who  can  serve  as  an  "Interim  Minister"  in 
your  church. 

•  Some  suggested  workshops: 

/  How  To  Select  An  Interim  Pastor? 

/  How  To  Call  A  Pastor? 

/  How  Much  Should  We  Pay  Our  Pastor? 

/  Church  Administration 

/  How  To  Plan  A  Church  Budget 

/  Effective  Bible  Study 

/  Evangelism  Classes 

/  Special  Training  For  Deacons/Trustees 

/  Christian  Education  Planning 

/  Church  Development 

/  Please  call  if  you  are  interested  in  any  of  these  services! 
/  1-800-639-GBSC  (4272) 
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 


"Maybe  It  WiU  Go  Away" 


By  Dr.  Jasper  P.  Reed 

As  I  perused  the  AD  PAK,  a  local 
paper  which  is  adequately  described  by 
its  name,  I  was  erdightened  by  one  partic- 
ular advertisement.  It  began  with  what 
the  vendor,  in 
this  case  a 
Doctor, 

described  what 
he  considered 
the  Five  Most 
Dangerous 
Words  we  can 
use  in  our  every- 
day experiences. 
These  words 
"Maybe  it  will 
go  away",  are 
the  root  causes 

  for  future  pain, 

suffering,  disappointment,  failure  and 
many  other  conditions.  I  concluded  that 
not  only  our  physical  health  but  our 
Spiritual  health  is  also  affected  by  this 
mode  of  thinking.  To  that  end  they  apply 
to  GBSC;  its  members,  churches,  associa- 
tions, and  districts.  The  words  Maybe  It 
Will  Go  Away  establishes  a  frame  of  ref- 
erence that  entices  us  to  seek  refuge  in 


Dr.  Jasper 
Reed 


their  broad  connotation. 

Over  the  past  years  I  have  been 
blessed  to  receive,  on  your  behalf,  from 
people  around  this  nation  accolades 
heralding  the  greatness  and  uniqueness  of 
the  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
North  Carolina,  Inc.  They  were  and  are 
impressed  by  its  structure,  stability, 
vision,  ministries,  and  cohesiveness.  Yet, 
some  members  of  the  GBSC  are  acting 
like  the  children  of  Israel  did  before  the 
Lord  sent  Jeremiah  to  preach  to  them. 
The  essence  of  the  message  from  the 
Lord  was  -  Jeremiah  remind  them  that 
they  are  blessed  and  have  a  good  thing. 
However  tell  them  that  because  of  obsti- 
nacy, contrariness,  and  arrogance  they  can 
lose  it  as  they  now  know  it. 

Let  us  bring  Jeremiah  25:1-7  and 
26:12-13  into  our  lives  today.  The 
prophetic  voice  of  our  time  is  our  dynam- 
ic Spiritual  President  Dr.  Fuller.  He  has 
been,  over  the  years,  a  tremendous 
Spiritual  force  in  trying  to  guide  the  con- 
vention through  these  trying  times.  His 
message  has  been  one  which  challenges 
us  to  return  to  the  times  when  we  put 
away  our  differences  and  worked  to  make 
the  GBSC  what  it  is  today.  Those  times 


when  our  love  for  God  was  exhibited  by 
our  love  and  support  for  the  convention 
and  each  other.  It,  GBSC,  understood  its 
vision,  mission,  and  ministries  as  reflect- 
ed by  the  input  of  its  members  at  each 
level  necessary  to  make  it  the  unique 
organization  that  it  is  today.  Just  think  all 
of  North  Carolina  Missionary  Baptists 
united  under  a  single  banner  O  what 
prayer  power,  economic  power,  and  social 
changing  power  we  have  as  a  group. 
Even  though  Dr  Fuller  is  the  present 
voice  he  was  not  the  only  one  The  Lord 
loves  unity  under  His  Christian  banner  so 
much  so  that  we  can  point  to  five  living 
past  presidents  who  carried  the  same  mes- 
sage maybe  in  a  different  format.  Drs. 
Edwards,  Manly,  Turner,  Lewis,  and 
Jones  all  challenged  us  to  think  unity,  get 
involved,  and  support  our  strong  and 
unique  convention.  It  appears  that  the 
more  we  hear  this  message  the  more  we 
demonstrate  that  if  we  do  nothing  that 
which  we  dislike  about  the  convention 
will  somehow  go  away.  Not  so  said 
Jeremiah,  if  we  do  nothing  it  will  get 
worse  and  what  was  great  will  be  reduced 
to  a  none  functional  body  without  direc- 
tions. 


Let  me  return  again  to  Jeremiah  and 
apply  his  words  to  us  this  day.  In  chapter 
26  verses  12-13  set  the  stage  for  our 
actions.  This  current  President  and  the 
five  Past  Presidents  were  saying  the  same 
thing  that  Jeremiah  did  in  their  own  ser- 
monic  pattern.  I  am  sure  that  it  was  and 
still  is  the  Spirit  of  God  that  is  keeping 
these  issues  before  us.  Listen  how  the 
TEV  states  it.  The  Lord  sent  me  to  pro- 
claim everything  that  you  have  heard 
about  the  convention;  its  members, 
churches,  associations,  and  districts.  A 
response  to  our  demonstrated  decision, 
"Maybe  it  will  go  away",  is  found  in 
verse  13.  There  the  message  is  clear.  We 
must  review  and  alter  our  methods  of 
evaluating  those  things  and  actions  that 
will  make  the  GBSC  greater  and  more 
ministry  minded.  That  is  what  the  Lord 
wants  from  us.  Unless  we  are  willing  to 
do  the  things  necessary  to  make  the  con- 
vention grow  then  the  word  coming  forth 
as  you  read  the  remainder  of  this  chapter 
is  saying  NO,  it  will  not  go  away  and  the 
GBSC  will  lose  its  effectiveness  and  cred- 
ibility in  God's  sight.  ■ 


Debt  Can  Enslave  Nations  as  Well  as  Individuals 


By  Portia  H.  Brandon,  M.  Div. 
Christian  Education  Coordinator 

First,  we  should  recognize  the  evil 
nature  of  debt.  The  Bible  looks  upon 
debt  as  a  form  of  slavery.  Proverbs  22:7 
says  that  "the  borrower  becomes  the 

lender's  slave". 
When  we  are  in 
debt  as  individu- 
als, we  can  see 
how  this  con- 
strains our 
choices.  Debt 
can  enslave 
nations  as  well 
as  individuals. 

Second,  we 
should  condemn 
the  indifference 
of  government 

  to  budget 

deficits  and  perpetual  indebtedness. 

Thirdly,  Psalms  37:21  condemns  one 
who  "borrows  and  does  not  pay  back". 
Old  Testament  laws  prohibited  both  per- 
petual debt  and  multiple  indebtedness, 
and  we  would  do  well  to  remember  that 
God's  economic  laws  cannot  be  broken 
without  consequences. 

How  should  we  spend  money?  God 
demands  the  first  fruits.  Thereafter,  we 
must  provide  for  our  family's  material 
needs.  Paul  tells  Timothy  (I  Tim.  5:8) 
that  anyone  who  "does  not  provide  for  his 
own,  especially  for  those  of  his  household 
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.  .  .  had  denied  the  faith,  and  is  worse 
than  an  infidel". 

First  priority,  then,  is  to  learn  to  live 
within  our  means  to  provide  the  necessary 
food,  clothing,  and  shelter  But,  we 
should  also  provide  for  those  in  need  out- 
side members  of  our  family:  first,  for 
those  in  the  body  of  Christ,  and  then  for 
others  outside  the  household  of  faith. 

The  Bible  also  teaches  that  we  should 
pay  our  debts.  One  of  the  major  prob- 
lems facing  most  families  today  is  debt. 
Elisha  told  the  widow  to  "sell  the  oil  and 
pay  your  debts"  (2  Kings  4:7).  Paul 
admonished  the  Romans  "to  let  no  debt  . 
remain  outstanding"  (Rom.  13:8). 

Thus  a  proper  biblical  attitude  towards 
money  includes  both  how  we  derive  it 
and  how  we  disburse  it. 

What  general  rule  is  laid  down  in  the 
Bible  respecting  the  meeting  of  obliga- 
tions? 

"Render  therefore  to  all  their  dues: 
tribute  to  whom  tribute  is  due;  custom  to 
whom  custom  .  .  .  Owe  no  man  any  thing, 
but  to  love  one  another'.'  Romans  13:7, 
8. 

In  what  condition  is  one  who  borrows? 

"The  borrower  is  servant  to  the 
lender'.'  Proverbs  22:7. 

How  does  the  good  man  guide  his 
affairs? 


"A  good  man  sheweth  favour,  and 
lendeth:  he  will  guide  his  affairs  with  dis- 
cretion." Psalm  112:5. 

To  what  should  those  listen  who  lack 
business  discretion? 

"Poverty  and  shame  shall  be  to  him 
that  refuseth  instruction:  but  he  that 
regardeth  reproof  shall  be  honoured." 
Proverbs  13:18. 

Which  of  Christ's  parables  teaches 
business  discretion? 

"For  which  of  you,  intending  to  build 
a  tower,  sitteth  not  down  first,  and  coun- 
teth  the  cost,  whether  he  have  sufficient  to 
finish  it?  Lest  haply,  after  he  hath  laid 
the  foundation,  and  is  not  able  to  finish  it, 
all  that  behold  it  begin  to  mock  him,  say- 
ing. This  man  began  to  build,  and  was  not 
able  to  finish."  Luke  14:28-30. 

These  examples  furnish  good  lessons 
on  financing  gospel  enterprises.  In  each 
instance,  it  will  be  noticed,  the  means 
were  provided  before  the  work  of  build- 
ing was  begun.  No  debt,  therefore,  was 
created.  In  all  business  transactions  this 
plan  is  an  excellent  one  to  follow. 

What  provision  did  David  make  for 
building  the  Temple? 

"I  have  prepared  with  all  my  might  for 
the  house  of  my  God."  1  Chronicles 
29:2. 


How  did  the  people  respond  to  his  call 
for  contributions? 

"Then  the  chief  of  the  fathers  and 
princes  .  .  .  offered  willingly  .  .  .  Then  the 
people  rejoiced,  for  that  they  offered  will- 
ingly, because  with  perfect  heart  they 
offered  willingly  to  the  Lord:  and  David 
the  king  also  rejoiced  with  great  joy." 
Verses  6-9. 

When  King  Jehoash  wished  to  repair 
the  Temple,  what  provision  did  he 
make  for  raising  the  necessary  means? 

"And  Jehoash  said  to  the  priests.  All 
the  money  of  the  dedicated  things  that  is 
brought  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  .  .  . 
and  all  the  money  that  cometh  into  any 
man's  heart  to  bring  into  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  let  the  priests  take  it  to  them,  every 
man  of  his  acquaintance:  and  let  them 
repair  the  breaches  of  the  house,  whereso- 
ever any  breach  shall  be  found."  2  Kings 
12:4,  5. 

When,  after  sixteen  years,  it  was  found 
that  these  repairs  had  not  yet  been 
made,  what  was  done?  . 

"Jehoiada  the  pritst  took  a  chest,  arul 
bored  a  hole  in  the  lid  of  it,  and  set  it 
beside  the  altar,  on  the  right  side  as  one 
cometh  into  the  house  of  the  Lord:  and 
the  priests  that  kept  the  door  put  therein 
all  the  money  that  was  brought  into  the 
house  of  the  Lord."  Verse  9.  ■ 
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The  Status  of  Our  Health 

"Lay  Aside  the  Weight  of  Smoking" 
By  Charolette  H.  Leach,  M.  S. 

Last  month  I  began  sharing  informa- 
tion about  the  status  of  the  health  of 
Black  America,  looking  at  information 
presented  in  the  Annual  Black  Health  & 
Fitness  Section 
of  the  July  2002 
issue  of  Ebony 
Magazine.  In 
this  article,  we 
will  focus  on  the 
top  cause  of 
death  of  African 
Americans, 
which  is  heart 
disease  and  a 
critical  risk  fac- 
tor of  this  killer. 
In  1999,  heart 

  disease  was  the 

cause  of  an  average  of  approximately 
6,500  African  American  deaths  per 
month.  The  disparity  in  occurrences  of 
heart  disease  is  greatest  for  African 
American  women.  We  have  a  69  percent 
higher  death  rate  from  heart  disease  than 
our  white  counterpart.  Three  reasons 
were  given  for  this  disparity,  a  higher 
prevalence  of  hypertension,  diabetes,  and 
obesity  among  Black  women. 

The  article  went  on  to  state  that  in  the 
midst  of  this  grim  news,  there  is  some 
good  news.  Preventing  or  controlling  cer- 
tain risk  factors  can  reduce  the  risks  of 
having  a  heart  attack,  even  if  you  have 
already  had  one.  Smoking  was  the  first  , 
risk  factor  that  was  listed.  The  chance  of 
a  fatal  or  non-fatal  heart  attack  is  greatly 
increased  in  someone  who  smokes  ciga- 
rettes. The  risk  of  a  second  heart  attack  is 
also  increased  among  heart  attack  sur- 
vivors who  smoke.  Research  has  shown 
that  quitting  smoking  greatly  reduces  the 
risk  of  a  heart  attack. 

I  must  admit,  that  over  the  last  few 
years  as  I  have  encouraged  others  toward 
better  health,  my  major  focus  has  been  on 
improving  one's  nutrition,  and  stepping 
up  one's  exercise  or  physical  activity. 
Even  though  these  are  two  very  important 
steps,  I  was  surprised  to  see  the  need  to 
quit  smoking  as  the  first  risk  factor  listed 
with  regard  to  heart  disease.  There  are  a 
couple  of  reasons  that  I  have  not  targeted 
in  on  the  need  to  quit  smoking  as  a  cru- 
cial step  to  improve  health. 

First,  I  grew  up  with  an  understanding 
that  smoking  was  not  good  for  your 
health,  but  my  belief  was  that  smoking 
could  lead  to  lung  cancer.  I  felt  that  if 
you  were  able  to  avoid  lung  cancer,  then 
smoking  was  not  that  detrimental  to  your 
overall  health.  I  now  understand  that 
smoking  is  very  detrimental  to  one's 
health  and  has  negative  effects  in  many 
ways.  My  clearer  understanding  of  the 


problem  with  smoking  began  about  a  year 
ago,  when  I  read  an  article  by  a  gentle- 
man who  was  living  with  the  complica- 
tions of  diabetes.  He  stressed  the  impor- 
tance of  not  smoking  to  avoid  problems 
with  circulation. 

Another  reason  that  I  have  not  focused 
on  smoking  is  because  of  my  target  audi- 
ence, which  is  usually  the  Church  or 
Christians.  It  is  easy  to  identify  the  need 
to  improve  nutrition  in  our  congregations, 
because  we  know  that  food  is  a  critical 
part  of  the  activities  of  the  black  church 
and  our  history  proves  that  we  have  not 
always  made  healthful  food  choices.  The 
need  for  more  physical  activity  is  also 
obvious  in  our  churches,  because  of  the 
prevalence  of  obesity  in  the  pulpit  and  in 
the  pews.  Smoking  is  more  subtle.  I 
couldn't  name  five  persons  who  smoke  at 
my  home  church,  Lewis  Chapel  Baptist 
Church,  but  I  am  sure  that  the  habit  is 
prevalent.  People  for  the  most  part 
choose  not  to  share  the  habit  of  smoking. 
Smoking  is  menacing  and  is  an  addiction. 
I  have  relatives  and  friends  who  smoke 
and  deep  in  their  hearts  would  love  to 
quit.  I  have  mentioned  the  health  prob- 
lems of  my  mother  and  use  her  as  an 
example  here.  After  she  went  through 
surgery  about  nine  months  ago  to  unclog 
the  main  artery  in  her  neck,  hopefully  to 
avoid  the  occurrence  of  another  stroke, 
the  doctor  informed  her  that  she  needed 
to  quit  smoking.  My  mother's  response 
to  his  statement  was  "Tell  me  how  I'm 
supposed  to  do  that".  Keep  in  mind  that 
my  mother,  God  willing,  will  turn  70  on 
Christmas  Day  2002  and  began  smoking 
as  a  teenager.  With  that  in  mind,  we 
understand  that  quitting  smoking  is  not 
something  that  you  decide  to  do  today 
and  then  do  on  tomorrow.  It  would  be 
wonderful  if  it  were  that  easy,  but  we 
know  that  it  is  not. 

The  fact  that  quitting  is  such  a  difficult 
thing  to  do,  helps  me  to  understand  why 
it  is  something  that  needs  to  be  accom- 
plished in  the  life  of  a  Christian.  We  as 
Christians  must  step  up  to  the  challenges 
before  us,  no  matter  how  difficult.  It 
takes  spiritual  strength  and  gives  true 
meaning  to  the  words  of  Paul  in 
Philippians  4:13, 

"/  can  do  all  things  through  Christ 
which  strengtheneth  me". 
A  person  who  is  able  to  give  up  cigarettes 
by  trusting  and  believing  in  the  Word  of 
God  has  to  have  a  special  relationship 
with  our  Creator. 

Wherefore  seeing  that  we  also  are 
compassed  about  with  so  great  a  cloud 
of  witnesses,  let  us  lay  aside  every 
weight,  and  the  sin  that  so  easily  beset 
us,  and  let  us  run  with  patience  the  race 
that  is  set  before  us.  Hebrews  12:1 

This  great  cloud  of  witnesses  refers  to 
all  the  persons  of  faith  that  are  listed  in 


the  1 1^'^  Chapter  of  Hebrews,  but  this 
great  cloud  of  witnesses  could  easily  be 
those  who  have  by  faith  overcome  the 
hold  of  cigarettes  and  tobacco  on  their 
lives.  If  you  have  by  the  grace  of  God 
been  able  to  give  up  tobacco  use,  please 
do  not  keep  it  to 
yourself.  There 
are  others  who 
are  trying  to 
quit,  and  they 
can  receive 
strength  from 
your  testimony. 
You  may  be  able 
to  inspire  faith 
in  them. 

Smoking  and 
tobacco  use  is  a 
weight  that  we 

  do  not  need  in 

our  lives.  There  is  enough  negative  in  our 
everyday  lives  that  we  must  deal  with  that 
we  have  no  control  over.  It  must  be 
believed  that  this  habit  can  be  broken,  so 
that  we  can  run  with  patience  the  race 
that  God  has  set  for  us. 

Looking  unto  Jesus  the  author  and 
finisher  of  our  faith;  who  for  the  joy  that 
was  set  before  him  endured  the  cross, 
despising  the  shame,  and  is  set  down  at 
the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God. 
Hebrews  12:2 
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Receiving  inspiration  from  those  who 
have  kicked  this  habit  can  be  very  benefi- 
cial, but  the  person  trying  to  become  free 
of  cigarettes  and  tobacco,  must  always 
look  to  Jesus,  because  without  Jesus, 
there  is  no  access  to  faith.  Jesus  alone 
started  and  will  finish  our  faith.  Also, 
considering  what  Jesus  endured  on  the 
cross  should  provide  inspiration  to  endure 
the  nicotine  withdrawal.  Keep  in  mind 
that  you  will  be  a  healthier  and  better- 
equipped  Christian  after  all  is  said  and 
done. 

As  we  consider  the  status  of  our 
health,  we  must  determine  that  we  are 
going  to  make  changes  in  our  individual 
lives  to  improve  our  health,  all  to  the 
glory  of  God.  Heart  disease  is  the  num- 
ber one  killer  of  African  Americans,  but 
there  is  always  hope,  as  long  as  we  are 
willing  to  take  some  action.  If  you 
smoke,  make  the  decision  to  quit  and  then 
take  action.  Suggesfions  for  quitting  can 
be  found  at  the  following  web  site: 
www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/public/heart/oth 
er/chdblack/refresh  1  .htm 

Take  some  action  and  then  share  your 
success  with  someone  else.  Next  month 
we  will  take  a  look  at  the  other  two  sug- 
gested risk  factors  that  help  with  the 
development  of  heart  disease,  high  blood 
pressure  and  diabetes.  Be  Blessed!  I 


COLLEGE  DAY  FAIR 

Sponsored  by  First  Baptist  Church  and  Fayetteville  State  University 

First  Baptist  Church 
302  Moore  Street 
Downtown  Fayetteville 

Saturday,  December  14,  2002 
10  a.m.  - 1:00  p.m. 

ALL  AREA  HIGH  SCHOOL  STUDENTS  &  THEIR 
PARENTS  ARE  ENCOURAGED  TO  ATTEND! 

We  have  invited  58  colleges  and  universities  from  six  states  to 
be  available  just  for  you!  Take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to 
talk  with  representatives  from  colleges  and  universities  about 
their  respective  institutions!  First  hand  information!  In  one 
convenient  location!  Financial  Aid  Workshops  v^ill  be  available. 

OVER  50  COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES  FROM  NORTH 
CAROLINA,  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  VIRGINIA,  GEORGIA, 
FLORIDA,  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA,  THE  NAVAL 
ACADEMY,  AND  WEST  POINT  ACADEMY  HAVE  BEEN 
INVITED  TO  PARTICIPATE!  DO  NOT  MISS  THIS 
OPPORTUNITY! 

For  more  information,  Contact:  Mrs.  Ruth  Smith  @  (910)  483-6505  or 
IVIs.  Nilcl<i  Massey  @  (910)  675-1172. 
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The  Church's  Mission  in  the  Midst  of 
Crime  &  Incarceration 

2  Corinthians  5:17-21 

Michael  R.  Smith,  Sr.,  Chairman 
Jeff  Locus,  Co-Chairman 


The 

Institutional  & 
Specialized 
Ministries  has 
concluded  our 
2""  Annual 
Crime  and 
Incarceration 
Conference  at 
the  Federal 
Correctional 
Complex  in 
Butner,  North 
Carolina.  I 
want  to  thank 
all  our  resource  persons,  keynote  lecturers 
and  especially  my  Pastor,  Dr.  David  C. 
Forbes,  Sr.,  for  their  support  and  pres- 
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ence.  May  Father  God  richly  bless  each 
of  you  as  you  continue  to  promote  the 
cause  of  Jesus  Christ  and  His  kingdom. 

Our  theme  for  the  conference  was 
"The  Church's  Mission  in  the  Midst  of 
Crime  and  Incarceration".  The  recent 
national  and  local  news  has  dealt  with  a 
serial  killer  in  Maryland,  corporate  cor- 
ruption, losing  23  N.  C.  state-funded 
chaplains  and  the  prison  industrial  com- 
plex. I  want  to  ask  you  a  question.  Does 
the  local  church  you  are  a  part  of  have  an 
effective  outreach  ministry  in  the  area  of 
crime  and  incarceration?  I  pray  you  can 
say  yes,  but  in  reality  I  know  many  of 
you  cannot.  I  pray  that  will  change  soon 
for  many  local  churches  in  the  GBSC. 
There  must  be  change  and  church  leader- 
ship must  step  up  first  if  there  is  to  be  a 
change.  By  the  time  you  read  this  article, 


the  GBSC  would  have  elected  a  new 
President.  My  prayer  is  our  new 
President  will  move  the  crime  and  incar- 
ceration crisis  up  from  a  committee  status 
to  a  major  objective  of  this  convention. 

The  prisons  are  the  fastest  growing 
and  largest  mission  field  in  our  country. 
The  lives  that  are  impacted  by  crime  and 
incarceration  come  from  our  homes  and 
communities.  They  are  our  mothers, 
fathers,  sisters,  brothers,  sons,  daughters, 
aunts,  uncles,  nephews  and  cousins. 
Therefore,  I  strongly  appeal  to  our  GBSC 
leadership  to  prioritize  this  mission  in  our 
convention.  We  must  do  it  for  the  sake  of 
the  future  of  our  communities. 

The  Church's  mission  in  the  midst  of 
crime  and  incarceration  is  to  reach,  rec- 
oncile and  restore  broken  lives.  The 
Apostle  Paul  spoke  about  the  ministry  of 
reconciliation  given  to  the  local  church. 
Sadly,  in  our  times,  much  from  our  pul- 
pits only  deals  with  the  church  getting 
God  to  give  them  more  materialism  and 
personal  prosperity.  This  misguided 


teaching  sabotages  the  mission  of  recon- 
ciliation because  it  puts  the  emphasis  on 
our  selves  instead  of  others  in  need. 
Most  churches  annual  budgets  will  reflect 
they  spend  more  on  flowers  for  their 
sanctuaries,  than  on  prison  ministry  to 
reconcile  human  life.  Since  I  have  been 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  only  a 
few  GBSC  leaders  have  even  mentioned 
their  concern  to  invest  financially  in 
prison  ministry.  So  I  raise  the  question 
again.  Does  the  church  have  a  mission  in 
the  midst  of  crime  and  incarceration? 
Jesus  says  yes  His  church  does.  I  believe 
His  death  on  the  cross  in  the  midst  of  two 
criminals  is  an  eternal  reminder  that  the 
church  should  not  forget  the  "least  of 
these"  in  our  society. 

Our  challenge  is  for  GBSC  leadership 
to  promote  this  area  of  mission  and 
encourage  the  local  church  to  become 
involved.  I  pray  you  will  read  our  2001- 
2002  Annual  Report  and  continue  to  sup- 
port the  church's  mission  in  the  midst  of 
crime  and  incarceration.  ■ 


General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  NC 
Institutional  &  Specialized  Ministries  Annual  Report 
September  1,  2001  -  August  31,  2002 


Michael  R.  Smith,  Sr.,  Chairman 

Greeting  in  the  powerful  Name  of  oiu" 
Lord  Jesus  the  Christ! 

This  past  year  has  been  one  filled  with 
much  progress  and  ministry  for  the  cause 
of  the  Kingdom  of  God.  The  ISM  has 
been  blessed  with  many  opportunities  to 
provide  training  and  exposure  in  calling 
people  to  join  our  coalition  of  ministries 
in  reaching,  reconciling  and  restoring 
human  lives  impacted  by  crime  and  incar- 
ceration. I  believe  the  state  of  North 
Carolina  will  experience  the  impact  of  the 
revival  going  on  in  the  midst  of  the  pris- 
ons and  jails.  The  Spirit  of  God  is 
birthing  and  equipping  persons  to  respond 
to  this  great  mission  field.  The  prisons 
represent  the  fastest  growing  mission  field 
in  this  country.  I  will  continually  call  the 


GBSC  executive  leadership  to  understand 
the  impact  of  the  crime  and  incarceration 
crisis.  The  only  quaUty  response  is  to 
move  this  mission  from  a  committee  sta- 
tus to  an  objective  in  this  convention.  To 
do  anything  less,  is  to  continue  to  ignore 
a  major  segment  of  our  communities. 
This  equals  disobedience  to  the  Great 
Commission  and  our  call  to  the  ministry 
of  reconciliation  (2  Corinthians  5:17-21). 

ISM  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

*P' Annual  Crime  &  Incarceration  Conference 

-  November  30  -  December  1,  2001 
Shaw  University  Divinity  School  -  Raleigh, 
NC 

♦Production  of  ISM  Training  Video  for  GBSC 
Churches  -  December  17,  2001 

~  See  STORY,  Next  Page 
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Black  Issues  Form  -  Host  Jay  Holloway  - 

UNC  Television 
*Criminal  Justice  Sunday  -  P'  Presbyterian 
Church  -  February  17,  2002  -  Raleigh,  NC 
*Kingdom  Mission  Chiu^ch  -  At  Risk  Youth 
Training  -  February  24,  2002  -  Raleigh,  NC 
*St.  John  Baptist  Church  Laymen  League 
Aftercare  Training  Workshop 
Asheboro,  NC 
♦United  Shiloh  Association  Prison  Training 
Workshops  -  March  4-8,  2002 
Henderson,  NC 
♦Establishment  of  Church  Plant  -  Cross  of 

Christ  Church  -  March  3,  2002 
Federal  Correctional  Complex  -  Butner,  NC 
*Jackson  Chapel  Baptist  Church  Prison 
Training  -  March  16,  2002  -  Wilson,  NC 
♦Tabernacle  Baptist  Church  Prison  Workshop 

-  March  29,  2002  -  Gastonia,  NC 
♦Development  of  ISM  Informational  Brochure 

for  GBSC  Churches 
♦Prison  Fellowship  Training  Event  -  April  26- 


27,  2002  -  Charlotte,  NC 
♦Shiloh  Baptist  Church  -  Guest  Speaker  - 
May  26,  2002  -  Henderson,  NC 
♦Democracy  South  Ex-Felon 
Reinfranchisement  Conference  -  June  14-15, 

2002  -  Atlanta,  GA 
♦Body  of  Christ  Church  Prison  Training  -  July 

13,  2002 -Raleigh,  NC 
♦Parks  Chapel  Community  Outreach  -  August 
17,  2002  -  Fayetteville,  NC 

The  N.  C.  Legislature  is  strongly  con- 
sidering the  cutting  of  the  positions  of 
state  funded  chaplains.  This  is  a  major 
blow  to  prison  ministry.  I  encourage  all 
GBSC  churches  to  step  forward  to  help 
fill  the  void  of  leadership  to  persons  in 
our  prisons.  Let  the  ISM  equip  you  to 
respond  effectively.  Lastly,  I  want  to 
thank  all  the  ISM  coordinators  and  co- 
laborers  around  the  state  who  are 
responding  to  the  crime  and  incarceration 
crisis.  ■ 


INSTITUTIONAL  &  SPECIALIZED 
MINISTRIES  LEADERSHIP 


Michael  R.  Smith,  Sr.,  Chairman 
Senior  Chaplain/Pastor  -  Federal 
Correctional  Complex,  Butner,  NC 
Je_ff  Locus,  Co-Chatrman 
Chaplain/Pastor  -  Pamlico 
Correctional  Institution,  Bayboro,  NC 
Betty  Brown,  Coordinator  of  In- 
Prison  Ministries 

Chaplain/Pastor  -  NC  Correctional 

Institution  for  Women,  Raleigh,  NC 

Wright  Cadwell,  Coordinator  of  In- 

Prison  Ministries 

Associate  Minister  -  First  Baptist 

Church,  Raleigh,  NC 

Paul  Bridges,  Coordinator  of 

Aftercare  Ministries 

Associate  Minister  -  First  Baptist 

Church,  Raleigh,  NC 

Carolyn  Brown,  Coordinator  of 

Aftercare  Ministries 


Associate  Minister  -  North  End 

Baptist  Church,  Rocky  Mount,  NC 

Laura  Johnson,  Coordinator  of 

Victim  Ministries 

Assistant  Pastor  -  First  Baptist 

Church,  Zebulon,  NC 

Leonard  Shadding,  Coordinator  of 

Victim  Services 

Member  -  First  Afiicaa  Baptist 

Church,  Goldsboro,  NC 

Michael  Pope,  Coordinator  At-Risk 

Youth  Ministries 

Associate  Minister  -  Oak  City  Baptist 

Church,  Raleigh,  NC 

Wavey  B.  Williams,  Coordinator  of 

At-Risk  Youth  Ministries 

Youth  Pastor  -  A.R.M.Y.  of  CHRIST 

Ministry,  Gastonia,  NC 


ADOPTION  AND  iF< 

-   ...iiiiiiiaiii.  .^.^  i 


Introducing  Christopher  and 
Demetrece... 

Christopher  and  Demetrece  are  both 
small  for  their  age,  but  healthy  and  happy 
little  boys.  They  both  love  to  eat  spaghetti 
and  go  to  McDonald's.  Their  foster  mom 
says  both  are  good  boys,  but  when  they 
occasionally  act  up,  she  sends  them  to 
their  room  to  think  about  it  and  then  they 
are  able  to  discuss  the  problem.  Loss  of 
privileges  works  very  well,  too.  Both 


boys  take  inedication  that  allows  them  to 
stay  more  focused  and  on  task  in  school. 

A  Closer  Look  at  Christopher... 

Christopher  has  many  interests.  He 
loves  to  sing  and  he  sings  in  the  church 
choir.  He  also  loves  to  volunteer  to  do 
things  at  church,  such  as  pass  out  fans. 
Christopher's  favorite  activity  is  drawing 
and  he  plans  to  be  an  artist  when  he 
grows  up.  He  also  likes  to  watch  cartoons, 


play  with  his  Game  Boy  or  play  checkers 
and  board  games.  Christopher  attends  reg- 
ular classes  at  school,  although  he  does 
attend  a  resource  class  for  math  and  read- 
ing. A  proposed  tutoring  program  at  his 
school  would  be  of  great  benefit  toward 
helping  Christopher  stay  on  his  grade 
level  in  these  subjects.  Birthday:  August 
25, 1990 

A  Closer  Look  at  Demetrece... 

Demetrece  is  not  as  outgoing  as  his 
brother  is,  but  he  still  enjoys  having  fun. 
He  also  sings  well,  but  sometimes  he 
would  rather  sit  by  his  foster  mom  in 
church  than  sing  with  the  choir. 
Demetrece  likes  to  play  with  the  Game 
Boy  or  his  remote  control  cars,  watch  TV 
or  play  computer  games.  He,d  rather  be 
inside  than  play  outdoors,  but  Demetrece 
does  like  to  ride  his  bike  with  his  friends. 
Demetrece  cuts  up  in  school  sometimes 
and  occasionally  needs  to  be  put  into  a 
different  classroom.  He  likes  to  be  first  to 
choose  what  game  to  play,  but  even 
though  he  might  get  upset  when  he  can't, 
Demetrece  does  not  act  out  in  an  aggres- 
sive or  inappropriate  way.  Birthday: 
December  25,  1992 


A  Family  for  Christopher  and 
Demetrece... 

These  boys  have  done  extremely  well 
with  their  foster  parents  and  have  grown 
very  close  to  them.  Their  foster  mom  is 
very  strict  about  what  she  expects  and 
what  she  will  "put  up  with,"  but  she  is 
also  very  nurturing.  Christopher  and 
Demetrece  both  know  the  rules  and  are 
very  good  about  minding  them.  They 
need  a  stable,  consistent  home  with  a  lov- 
ing and  nurturing  family.  If  they  know 
from  the  beginning  that  the  parent  is  in 
charge,  there  will  be  fewer  difficulties. 
Christopher  and  Demetrece  need  to  have 
continued  contact  and  visits  with  their  sis- 
ters and  their  birth  mom.  They  are  able  to 
see  her  without  being  upset,  and  it  is 
important  that  they  know  she  is  okay.  An 
adoptive  family  for  Christopher  and 
Demetrece  needs  to  be  supportive  and 
open  minded.  (NC  #092-868)  (NC  #092- 
867)  For  more  information  on  these  chil- 
dren or  adoption  in  general,  please  call 
the  NC  Kids  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Network's  toll  free  Hotline  at  1-877- 
NCKIDS-1  (1-877-625-4371) 


GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Observes 
National  Adoption  Month  with  its  own 
Special  Celebration 


By  Earl  Horton 

GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry 

Director  of  Public  Relations 

National  Adoption  Month  is 
observed  in  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  month  of  November.  This 
month  many  child  welfare  agen- 
cies are  plan- 
ning state  and 
local  events 
throughout  the 
nation  to 
increase 
awareness  of 
adoption  for 
children  in 
need  of  a  fam- 
ily to  call  their 

 own.  Also, 

this  observance  is  endorsed  by 
more  than  200  denominations  and 
religious  organizations.  This 
observance  unites  many  religious 
congregations  in  speaking  out  and 
faithfully  recruiting  homes  for 
children  who  are  in  need  of  perma- 
nency. The  GBSC  Adoption  and 


Dr.  Earl 
Norton 


Foster  Care  Ministry  would  like  to 
join  in  the  adoption  observance  by 
announcing  our  "GBSC  Adoption 
Sundays". 

The  purpose  of  the  GBSC 
Adoption  Sunday  is  to  increase 
awareness  of  the  need  for  adop- 
tion, to  recruit  families  who  have 
interest  in  adoption,  and  to  recog- 
nize families  from  church  congre- 
gations who  have  adopted  chil- 
dren. 

On  each  Sunday  in  November 
the  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster 
Care  Ministry  is  seeking  support 
of  all  GBSC  Pastors  to  incorporate 
into  their  morning  sermons  topics 
pertaining  to  adoption.  The  church 
may  choose  which  Sunday  to 
observe  "GBSC  Adoption 
Sundays".  We  hope  that  the  pas- 
tor's endorsement  of  adoption  in 
their  sermons  would  generate 
interest  of  adoption  in  the  congre- 
gations. Also,  we  seek  the  church 
support  by  having  the  church  body 
pledging  to  recruit  at  least  one 
family  that  has  interest  in  adop- 


tion. We  request  for  pastors  to 
designate  someone  in  your  congre- 
gation who  will  have  the  duty  of 
recruiting  families  for  adoption 
during  this  observance. 

There  are  other  activities  that 
churches  can  do  besides  the  morn- 
ing service.  For  example,  the 
church  could  sponsor  a  recruitment 
seminar  and  ask  a  Social  Services 
representative  to  come  and  discuss 
adoption  and  foster  care  or  host  a 
candlelight  vigil  that  will  increase 
awareness  of  the  need  for  adop- 
tion. These  are  just  a  few  ideas 
churches  can  do  to  observe 
National  Adoption  Month. 

The  ministry  would  like  to 


know  of  the  churches  that  would 
be  willing  to  participate  in  the 
"GBSC  Adoption  Sunday"  obser- 
vance. Pastors  or  church  leaders, 
please  contact  Earl  Horton  at  the 
GBSC  Headquarters  to  inform  of 
your  church  interest  to  participate 
in  the  observance. 

If  any  church  would  like  to  be 
featured  in  the  next  issue  of  the 
Baptist  Informer  highlighting 
events  held  at  the  church  during 
the  GBSC  Adoption  Sunday, 
please  send  them  to  GBSC 
Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry,  2610  Albemarle  Avenue, 
Raleigh,  NC  27610,  or  fax  (919) 
212-3656.  I 


CHRISTOPHER  E.  JENKINS  CPA 

Jenkins  Management  Counsulting,  P.C. 

Non-ProfIt  Accounting  &  Management 
Audits  •  Church  Administration 
Clergy  Tax  &  Financial  Planning 
Tax/Information  Return  Preparation 
Voice  (252)  439-1185  •  FAX  (252)  439-1184 
2024  Mare's  Way,  Greenville,  NC  27858 
e-mail:  jmgmtc@greenville.com 


Ebenezer  Missionary 
Baptist  Association 

Moderator  C.A.  Feemster 

Reflections 


The  112*  Annual  Session  was  opened  by  Dr.  William  J.  Shaw,  President  of  the  National  Baptist 
Convention  USA,  Inc.  Dr.  Shaw  explained  his  principles  of  Visions,  Integrity,  Structure  and 
Accountability. 


Dr.  William  Shaw  and  Moderator  C.  A.  Feemster 

Dr.  Shaw  with  Moderator  Feemster  and  Pastors  of  Ebenezer  Missionary  Baptist  Association. 

Jamaica  2002 
Our  1^'  Global  Mission  Trip 
Praying,  Teaching,  Preaching 
Caring  and  Sharing 


From  the  Office  of  the  Third  Vice  President 
Shaw  University  and  Shaw  Divinity  School  News 


Shaw  University's  Divinity  School 
Holds  Candlelight  Vigil 


By  Reverend  Norman  T.  Davis 

Greetings  to  all  my  sisters  and  broth- 
ers across  the  state.  Peace  be  unto  you 
from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

These  are  perilous  times.  If  there  ever 
was  a  time  we  need  the  Lord,  it  is  now. 

When  we  see 
the  news  and 
read  the  paper  it 
seems  like  many 
of  our  youth  are 
getting  into 
trouble.  Pastors, 
pray  for  our 
youth  and  don't 
write  them  off. 
We  all  have  had 
our  youth  hour 
and  moments. 
Shaw 

  University  is 

doing  well.  The  Divinity  School  is  fine, 
we  ask  that  you  send  us  some  of  your 
youth,  to  the  greatest  University  on  earth. 
God  has  blessed  us  with  a  fine  institution. 

The  Lord  has  been  good  to  us.  His 
Mercy  endureth  from  generation  to  gener- 
ation. O  that  men  would  Praise  His  name 
for  the  wonderful  things  He  has  done  for 
the  children  of  men. 

I  want  to  thank  the  people  of  the  con- 
vention for  electing  me  as  a  Vice 
President  the  last  four  years.  I  have 


Rev.  Norman  T. 
Davis 


enjoyed  serving  the  people  of  the  conven- 
tion east,  west,  north  and  south. 

I  have  had  many  opportunities  given 
to  me,  and  I  have  always  given  to  each 
call  my  best.  For  the  past  25  years  I  pas- 
tored  a  church  and  gave  her  my  best. 

I  look  forward  to  the  new  year  to  con- 
tinue to  bring  to  people  across  the  state 
the  good  news  about  the  risen  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

At  this  time,  I  will  be  serving  at 
Orange  Grove,  Durham,  for  the  month  of 
October  and  at  Metropolitan,  Rocky 
Mount.  God  has  blessed  me  with  a  gold- 
en opportunity  to  still  serve. 

May  the  blessings  of  our  heavenly 
Father  be  upon  you  always,  and  may  His 
peace  be  in  your  heart,  and  may  His 
Saving  Grace  be  about  you  in  the  days 
ahead  as  we  continue  to  be  a  convention. 

This  is  the  Lord's  work,  and  we  are 
led  by  His  Holy  Spirit  and  guided  by  His 
truth.  I  ask  your  prayers  and  will  be 
praying,  always  mentioning  you  in  my 
prayer. 

The  Children's  Home  at  Oxford  really 
needs  more  help  from  the  convention,  and 
a  better  understanding  of  how  it  works. 
To  God  be  the  Glory,  for  the  great  things 
He  has  done. 

Go  Bears  Go! 


Save  the  Date! 

A  Musical  Tribute  and  Retirement  Celebration 
honoring  Dr.  Talbert  Oscall  Shaw 
The  12th  President  of  Shaw  University 

Sunday  evening 
The  Twenty  Fourth  Day  of  November 

Two  Thousand  Two 
The  BTi  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts 
Raleigh  Memorial  Auditorium 

Featuring 

The  Shaw  University  Choir 
Dr.  James  Abbington,  Director 
The  Morgan  State  University  Choir 
Dr.  Nathan  M.  Carter,  Director 
Accompanied  by  the  Raleigh  Symphony  Orchestra 

919-546-8300 

Proceeds  to  Benefit  the  Talbert  O.  Shaw  Scholarship  Endowment  Fund 


Raleigh,  NC  -  (October  10,  2002)  - 
Shaw  University's  Divinity  School  in  con- 
junction with  The  Domestic  Abuse  and 
Violence  Project  hosted  a  Candlelight 
Vigil  in  observance  of  The  National  Month 
of  Domestic  Abuse  and  Violence 
Prevention  on  October  15*^  on  the  Quad  in 
front  of  the  Willie  E.  Gary  Student  Union 


Center. 

Highlights  included  music,  dance,  and 
words  of  enlightenment,  and  encourage- 
ment as  it  pertains  to  domestic  abuse  and 
violence  in  our  midst.  The  vigil  culminate 
with  a  circle  of  love,  prayer  and  the  light- 
ing of  candles. 


Shaw  University  Holds  Annual 
Coronation  Ceremony 


Raleigh,  NC  -  (October  10,  2002)  - 
Shaw  University  will  hosted  its  Annual 
Coronation  Ceremony  for  Miss  Kimberly 
Nixon,  a  senior  from  Portsmouth, 
Virginia,  on  the  evening  of  October  18'"  in 
the  Spaulding  Gymnasium.  Miss  Nixon, 
who  is  majoring  in  Chemistry  with  a 
minor  in  Biology,  will  reign  for  the  2002- 
2003  academic  year. 

Miss  Nixon  is  a  member  of  numerous 
organizations  including:  Alpha  Kappa  Mu 
Honor  Society,  the  University  and  Pep 
Bands,  Raw  Essence  Fashion  Entourage, 


Student  Government  Association,  Honors 
Program,  Student  Ambassador,  and  a 
Presidential  Scholar  with  a  full  scholar- 
ship in  academics. 

Her  hobbies  include  spending  time 
with  her  niece  and  nephew,  Ashanti  and 
Dominique,  as  well  as  other  family  mem- 
bers and  friends.  Ms.  Nixon  is  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clyde  Nixon  of 
Portsmouth,  Virginia.  She  has  one  sister. 
Dawn  and  two  brothers,  Mark  and  Craig. 


PRESIDENT'S  RETIREMENT 
TICKET  INFORMATION 

October  25,  2002  -  A  Night  at  the  Oscalls  in  Honor  of  Dr.  Talbert  Oscall  Shaw 

Time:  6  p.m.  reception       7  p.m.  performance  Attire:  After  Five 

Cost:  $30.00 

November  24,  2002  -  A  Musical  Tribute  to  Dr.  Talbert  Oscall  Shaw  featuring  the  Shaw 
University  Choir,  the  Morgan  State  University  Choir,  and  the  Raleigh  Symphony 
Orchestra 

Time:  5  p.m.  reception       6  p.m.  performance  Attire:  Black  Tie 

Cost: 

Orchestra  and  Dress  Circle  $80.00 
Mezzanine  $65.00 
Balcony  $50.00 

The  following  purchasing  options  are  available:  Cash,  Check,  or  Credit  Card 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  by  contacting: 

Ticketmaster:  919-834-4000 

Raleigh  Memorial  Auditorium  Box  OfTice:  919-831-6060 
Shaw  University  Cashier's  Office:  919-546-8229 

Proceeds  to  benefit  the  Talbert  O.  Shaw  Scholarship  Endowment  Fund 

 I  am  unable  to  attend.  However,  I  am  sending  a  donation  of  $  . 

Please  mail  donations  to:  Shaw  University,  Attn:  President's  Office,  118  E.  South  Street, 
Raleigh,  NC  27601 


Hanging  With  Mr.  Cooper 

Custom  Clothiers 
Larry  J.  Cooper 

President/CEO  •  1-800-266-7515  •  Fax  949-260-2099 
5000  Birch  St.,  West  Tower,  Suite  4000,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92660 
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DATE 

Satxirday,  November  16th 


TENTATIVE  SCHEDULE  OF  ACTIVITIES 


Homecoming  2002 

ACTIVITY  TIME 
Homecoming  Parade  1 1  am 


LOCATION 

Begins  at  Wilmington  &  South  Streets 


Sunday,  November  17th 


Monday,  November  18th 


Homecoming  Worship  Service  -  free      6  pm 
Speeiker:  Ms.  Nicole  Braddock, 
Campus  Outreach  Ministries,  Radnor,  PA 

Crowning  of  Miss  Homecoming  -  free 
Miss  Stacy  Sowell 


Tuesday,  November  19th        Skating  Party  -  $4 


Wednesday,  November  20th 


Thursday,  November  21st 


Friday,  November  22nd 


Jazz  Fest  -  cost 
Featuring  Ebonique 

Athletics  Hall  of  Fame  Banquet 
Student  Fashion  Show 


$25 


Saturday,  November  23rd 
Sponsored  by 


Sunday,  November  24th 


50th  Year  Reunion  Class  Breakfast 
(invitation  only) 
Graveside  Ceremony  -  free 
Founder's  Day  Convocation  -  free 
Shaw  Players  Performance  -  cost 
Alumni  Awards  Banquet  -  $50 
All  Class  Reunion  Dance  -  $10 
Step  Show 

NAA  Business  Meeting 

Alumni  Reception  -  Sponsored  by  the 

Law  Firm  ofW.E.  Gary  &  Associates 

Football  Game  vs.  Webber 

International 

Women's  &  Men's  Basketball  Games 

(women  vs.  Allen  University) 
(men  vs.  Claflin  University) 

Alumni  Worship  Service  -  free 
Speaker:  Mrs.  Marlene  W.  Shaw, 
First  Lady  of  Shaw  University 
The  Talbert  O  Shaw  Musical  Tribute 
&  Retirement  Celebration 


The  Bessie  Boyd-Holman  Lecture  Series 
in  Ethics  and  Values  Held 


Raleigh,  NC  -  (October  10,  2002)  - 
Mrs.  La-Vema  Fountain,  President  and 
Founder  of  Defiant  Hope  Ministries  in 
Asheville,  NC,  was  the  featured  speaker  at 
Shaw  University  during  The  Bessie  Boyd- 
Holman  Lecture  Series  in  Ethics  and 
Values.  The  Lecture  Series  was  held 
October  6'"  through  October  8'\ 

Mrs.  Fountain  has  served  as  the  Senior 
Advisor  for  U.S.  Programs  and  Director  of 
the  Southeast  Area  Office  for  the  interna- 
tional children's  agency.  Save  the 
Children.  Prior  to  her  work  with  Save  the 
Children,  she  served  as  the  State  Director 
for  former  U.S.  Senator  Harris  Wofford, 
and  Deputy  Director  for  the  late 
Pennsylvania  Democratic  Governor 
Robert  P.  Casey.  She  was  the  first  African- 


American  and  first  female 
Communications  Director  for  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Police. 

As  a  former  welfare  recipient,  Mrs. 
Fountain  knows  that  it's  possible  for  a 
majority  of  people  to  live  successful  and 
joyful  lives  if  they  are  provided  with  the 
right  support  and  if  they  are  willing  to 
walk  with  "Defiant  Hope."  An  ordained 
minister,  she  knows  that  we  all  have  a 
"ministry"  in  us,  and  with  Defiant  Hope, 
we  can  each  walk  according  to  our  calling. 

Mrs.  Fountain  is  married  to  James  and 
they  have  two  sons,  one  granddaughter 
and  a  host  of  wonderful  children  through- 
out the  United  States  who  fondly  call  her, 
"Mama  Bear"  or  simply,  "Mom."  ■ 


7  pm 


9  pm 
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Just  Off  the  Press  ...  Latest  Release  of 

GBSC's  Bible  -  Price  $49.95 
Leather  Bound 

Check  out  the  General  Baptist  Bookstore  for  New  Releases  at 

919-839-2211 
1-800-627-1690  •  Fax  919-839-2266 


www.gbsc.org 


Take  it  Back:  How  to 
Exercise  Your  Three-Day 
Right  to  Cancel 

By  Attorney  General  Roy  Cooper 

We've  all  changed  our  minds  or 
thought  better  of  a  decision  already  made. 
Imagine  if  you  actually  got  a  chance  to  do 
something  about  it.  You  may  have  heard 
that  certain  laws  give  consumers  a  three- 
day  right  to  cancel  a  contract  or  return  a 
purchase.  That's  true  .  .  .  sometimes. 
Keep  reading  to  find  out  what  those  laws 
are  and  how  they  may  apply  to  purchases 
you  make. 

North  Carolina  Law 

Under  North  Carolina  law,  you  have 
three  days  to  cancel  certain  purchases  or 
transactions  even  after  you  have  signed  a 
contract  and  paid  your  money.  This  gives 
consumers  time  to  cool  off  from  high- 
pressure  sales  tactics,  rethink  an  impulse 
buy  or  simply  change  their  minds.  In 
most  cases,  the  seller  is  required  by  law 
to  inform  you  of  your  right  to  cancel  for  a 
full  refund  by  including  a  "Notice  of 
Cancellation"  form  along  with  the  con- 
tract. 

The  clock  starts  ticking  the  day  you 
make  the  purchase  or  sign  a  contract. 
From  that  date,  you  have  until  midnight 
of  the  third  business  day  to  notify  the 
seller  by  mail  of  your  wish  to  cancel. 
Just  make  sure  you  return  the  cancellation 
form  with  the  correct  address  and 
postage.  If  you  do,  you  are  entitled  to  get 
your  money  back. 

When  does  it  apply? 

If  you  put  down  a  deposit  with  a  deal- 
er on  a  mobile  home,  sign  up  for  dance  or 
martial  arts  lessons,  take  out  a  dating  or 
discount  buying  club  membership,  join  a 


gym  or  health  club  or  purchase  a  year- 
long campground  membership  from  a 
salesperson,  you  have  three  days  to 
change  your  mind.  If  you  buy  a  time 
share  from  a  developer  or  salesperson, 
you  get  five  days  to  cancel  the  contract. 

The  law  also  applies  to  certain  cate- 
gories of  sales: 

Door-to-Door  Sales 

If  you  buy  something  from  a  door-to- 
door  salesperson,  you  have  three  days  to 
cancel  any  purchase  except  clothing  and 
apparel,  motor  vehicles,  farm  equipment, 
or  certain  funeral  services  and  goods. 
The  law  applies  to  all  other  products, 
unless  you  bought  similar  goods  and  serv- 
ices from  the  seller  previously,  or  bought 
the  product  during  an  in-home  solicitation 
after  first  visiting  the  seller's  place  of 
business. 

Off-Premise  Sales 

You  get  a  phone  call  or  a  post  card  in 
the  mail  inviting  you  to  attend  a  sales 
presentation  at  a  local  hotel  or  restaurant. 
The  sales  pitch  is  persuasive  and  the 
product  sounds  like  a  good  one,  so  you 
order  it.  Back  at  home,  you  rethink  your 
purchase  and  decide  that  it  wasn't  such  a 
wise  buy.  In  most  cases.  North  Carolina 
law  gives  you  three  days  to  return  what 
you  bought  or  cancel  your  order. 
Exceptions  to  the  rule  are:  purchases  that 
cost  less  than  $25;  sales  or  rentals  of  real 
property;  insurance,  securities,  and  com- 
modities; and  motor  vehicles  sold  by 
licensed  dealers  or  at  auction.  The  law 
does  not  apply  if  the  sale  is  made  entirely 
over  the  phone  or  by  mail,  or  if  you  made 
the  purchase  after  first  visiting  the  seller's 
regular  place  of  business. 


The  Deep  River  Missionary  Baptist  Association 
Elects  Female  as  2ncl  Vice  Moderator 


The  Deep  River  Missionary  Baptist 
Association  made  history  during  their  86"" 
Annual  Session  (October  4-6,  2002).  The 
Reverend  Susan  Knight-Brooks  was 
elected  2"''  Vice  Moderator.  Rev.  Knight- 
Brooks  is  only  one  of  two  females  in  the 
General  Baptist  State  Convention  in  an 
association  moderator  position. 

The  Deep  River  Missionary  Baptist 
Association  consists  of  twenty-seven  (27) 
churches  in  Chatham,  Lee,  Guilford, 
Harnett,  Randolph,  Cumberland  and 
Moore  counties. 

Rev.  Knight-Brooks  is  a  product  of 
Shaw  University  School  of  Divinity.  She 
received  her  Clinical  Pastoral  Education 
certificate  as  chaplain  from  The 
University  of  North  Carolina  Memorial 
Hospital  at  Chapel  Hill  in  1998.  She  has 
served  as  the  association  clerk  for  a  total 
of  14  years.  She  is  a  retired 
Administrative  Secretary  of  the 
University  of  North  Carolina.  Rev. 


Brooks  is  current- 
ly the  assistant 
pastor  of  The 
First  Missionary 
Baptist  Church  of 
Carthage,  NC, 
where  Rev. 
Lincoln  Blanding 
is  senior  pastor. 
She  is  the  former 
assistant  pastor  of 
The  First 

Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Pittsboro, 
NC,  where  Rev.  Larry  Siler  is  pastor. 

Rev.  Knight-Brooks  is  married  to  Rev. 
Freeman  Brooks,  senior  pastor  of  the 
Andrews  Chapel  AME  Zion  Church  in 
Buimlevel,  NC.  They  reside  in  Sanford, 
NC.  She  is  the  daughter  of  the  late 
Patience  and  Loimie  Knight,  Sr.  of 
Pittsboro,  NC.  ■ 


Rev.  Susan 
Knight-Brooks 


Home  Loans  and  Home  Improvement 
Sales 

Under  federal  law,  consumers  also 
have  the  right  to  cancel  most  home  equity 
loans  and  home  improvement  contracts. 
If  the  loan  is  secured  by  a  mortgage  on 
your  home,  you  have  three  days  to  cancel 
the  contract  in  most  cases.  If  you  cancel, 
you  will  not  be  liable  for  any  of  the  clos- 
ing costs  for  the  loan.  The  major  excep- 
tion is  for  loans  used  to  buy  or  build  a 
home. 


Think  before  you  buy 

Remember,  most  contracts  are  binding 
as  soon  as  you  sign  them,  including 
motor  vehicle  sales  and  most  retail  sales. 
If  you  buy  a  convertible  on  a  whim  and 
regret  it  the  next  day,  the  law  will  not 
protect  you.  Some  stores  may  accept 
returned  merchandise  but  they  are  not 
required  to  do  so  by  law.  Before  you  buy, 
ask  about  the  policy  on  refunds  and 
exchanges.  If  you  aren't  sure  about  your 
purchase,  take  some  time  to  think  it  over. 


College  Opportunity 


Submitted 


Carol  J.  Smith,  Managing  Editor 
Please  pass  the 
word  to  stu- 
dents, guidance 
counselors, 
directors  of 
education, 
churches  and 
others  who 
might  be  inter- 
ested: 

Historically 
black  college, 
Knoxville 
College  in  east 
Tennessee  has 


reduced  its  tuition  from  $5,000  to  $1,400 
per  student  including  room,  board,  and 
books.  All  you  need  is  $600  for  the 


enrollment  deposit  and  $800  can  be  paid 
in  four  monthly  installments  of  $200 
each. 

The  program  is  funded  by  corporate 
sponsors  and  guarantees  a  college  educa- 
tion where  students  graduate  debt  free. 
Enrollment  requirements  include  a  high 
school  diploma  and  a  2.0/4.0  scale. 

If  your  student  has  below  a  2.0,  but 
you  know  they  are  college  material,  they 
may  be  considered  provided  they  get 
three  letters  of  recommendation  for  edu- 
cators who  will  support  their  potential. 

All  interested  students  must  immedi- 
ately contact  the  admissions  office  of 
Knoxville  College  by  dialing  1-800-743- 
5669,  or  applying  on  line  at 
http://www.knoxvillecollege.edu.  I 


The  General  Baptist  Convention  now 
accepts  MASTERCARD  or  VISA 
www.gbsc.org 

Call  for  more  information:  800-639-GBSC 


BAPTIST  INFORMER  RENEWAL  &  SUBSCRIPTION  FORM 


Your  expiration  date  is  included  on  your  mailing  label. 
Individual  subscriptions  are  $20.00  per  year. 


□  New    □  Renewal 

□  Address  Change  (include  old  label) 


□  1  Year  □  2  Years 
□  Years 


□  3  Years 


Street: 

City: 

State: 

Zip: 

Phone:  ( 

) 

Total  Amount  Enclosed:  $ 

Make  Check  or  Money  Order  payable  to:  General  Baptist  State  Convention. 
Mastercard  and  Visa  accepted  by  phone. 

BAPTIST  INFORMER 
603  S.  WILMINGTON  STREET,  RALEIGH,  NC  27601 
(919)  821-7466  ToU-Free:  (800  639-4272 
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bers'  faith,  or  the  commitment  and  deter- 
mined support  of  local  churches. 

I  believe,  with  Jesus'  words  acting  as 
their  marching  orders  (Matt.  28:19)  they 
could  not  resist  the  gospel's  urgings  to  go 
into  the  entire  world.  Faith  for  them 
appears  to  have  transcended  Sunday 
morning,  and  rang  true  everyday,  and 
everywhere.  The  Convention's  historical 
tireless  efforts  to  support  the  masses  of 
hurting  people  around  the  globe  is  testa- 
ment to  a  love  ethic  that  meets  people 
right  where  they  are.  Jesus  asked  Peter, 
"Peter  loveth  thou  me?"  to  which  Peter 
answered,  "Lord  you  know  I  love  you." 
Jesus  then  says,  "Feed  my  sheep".  Love 
for  God  always  translates  into  love  for  his 
highest  creation,  men  and  women.  The 
church  has  often  struggled  with  its 
required  role  in  the  society  in  which  it 
lives  and  breathes. 

Orlando  Costas  issues  this  stinging 
indictment  of  the  church  in  America  in 
his  book  Christ  Outside  the  Gate:  "The 
crisis  of  the  American  church  and  theolo- 
gy becomes  even  more  intensive  when 
one  reflects  on  two  opposite  patterns  that 
can  be  witnessed  in  churches  throughout 
the  United  States.  The  first  pattern  offers 
a  gospel  without  demand.  The  content  of 
this  gospel  is  a  conscience-soothing 
Jesus,  with  an  un-scandalous  cross,  an 
other-worldly  kingdom,  a  private,  inward- 
ly limited  spirit,  a  pocket  God,  a  spiritual- 
ized Bible,  and  the  escapist  church.  Its 
goal  is  a  happy,  comfortable,  and  success- 
ful life,  obtainable  through  the  forgive- 
ness of  an  abstract  sinfulness  by  faith  in 
an  unhistorical  Christ.  Such  a  gospel 
makes  possible  the  "conversion"  of  men 
and  women  without  having  to  make  any 
drastic  changes  in  their  lifestyles  and 
value  systems.  It  guarantees,  moreover, 
the  preservation  of  the  status  quo  and  the 
immobility  of  the  People  of  God.  The 
second  pattern  lies  at  the  other  end  of  the 
spectrum:  demands  without  the  gospel. 


Whether  it  be  the  individual  legalism 
characteristic  of  some  Holiness  church 
groups  or  the  collective  legalism  of  the 
Moral  Majority  or  some  radical  Christian 
groups,  the  accent  is  the  same:  Judgment 
without  grace,  with  similar  results  - 
moral  exhaustion,  discouragement,  and 
frustration.  The  first  pattern  robs  the 
gospel  of  its  ethical  thrust;  the  second,  of 
its  soteriological  depth.  The  first  reduces 
the  church  to  a  social  club  and  theology 
to  an  ideology  of  the  status  quo;  the  sec- 
ond enslaves  the  church  and  buries  the 
gospel." 

As  long  as  we  are  seriously  trying  to 
keep  our  spiritual  lives  in  order,  then  of 
course  we  must  turn  outward  toward  oth- 
ers, especially  towards  those  in  need,  to 
share  what  we  have  found.  We  are  not  to 
share  only  one-on-one,  or  limit  our  con- 
cern to  the  spiritual  lives  of  others.  We 
need  to  explore  the  social  implications  of 
our  faith;  to  deal  with  the  physical  as  well 
as  the  spiritual  needs  of  our  neighbors,  to 
find  ways  to  join  with  them  in  their  liber- 
ation struggles.  We  need  to  listen  to 
them,  as  well  as  hope  they  will  listen  to 
us,  so  that  we  can  put  our  two  different 
understandings  of  faith  together  in  a 
whole  that  is  more  complete  than  either 
part  can  be  alone. 

We  live  in  the  midst  of  a  world  that  is 
really  hurting.  Hunger,  poverty,  sickness, 
natural  disasters,  and  human  disasters  like 
war  have  many  around  the  globe  reeling 
and  reaching  out  for  help.  I  want  to  obey 
God's  commission  to  go.  I  cannot  go 
myself,  I  do  not  have  the  resources,  but 
through  Lott  Carey  I  can  go  to  Africa, 
Asia,  India,  and  many  third  world  nations. 
I  want  to  continue  to  make  a  difference  in 
the  lives  of  those  devastated  in  this  state 
by  hurricane  Floyd.  My  dollars  alone  are 
not  much,  but  add  mine  together  with  oth- 
ers in  my  church,  other  churches  in  my 
Association,  and  other  Associations  in  our 
Convention,  we  together  can  make  a  dent. 
You  mean  I  can  actually  assist  in  the 
effort  of  keeping  a  University's  doors 


North  Carolina  Laymen  President 
Jarvis  Morgan  Honored 


During  the  North  Carolina 
State  Laymen's  League  Study 
Commission  annual  Quarterly 
Session  on  Saturday, 
September  14'\  they  paused  to 
give  honor,  tribute  and  recog- 
nition to  their  president  Jarvis 
Morgan. 

What  made  this  Dedicatory 
Session  so  special  is  that  due 
to  tenure,  Bro.  Morgan  is  the 
outgoing  Laymen's  League 
president.    So  it  was  fitting 
that  he  was  recognized  at  this 
time.    Dallas  Foster,  Chairman 
Study    Commision,    said  this 
President  Morgan,  "He  is  a  great  mentor. 
Responsible  for  me  reluctantly  accepting 


John  Gladden 


of  the 
about 


my  most 
friend." 


the  chairmanship  of  the 
Study  Commission.  My 
indebtedness  to  him  is 
immense.  He  has  helped 
me  immeasurably  to  more 
fully  discover  my  own 
small  talent  and  burgeoning 
Spirituality.  He  never 
failed  to  show  me  and  to 
give  me  his  total  confi- 
dence and  endorsement.  I 
am  most  fortunate  to  know 
this  model  layman  leader 
and  to  number  him  among 
coveted   acquaintance  and 


open  and  step  with  technological 
advances  for  young  men  and  women  of 
African  descent,  yes!  Please  continue  to 
support  Shaw  University!  You  mean  to 
tell  me  that  I  can  help  provide  a  safe 
haven,  a  place  of  learning,  nurturing,  and 
mentoring  for  children  without  the  com- 
fort of  their  natural  families,  yes!  Please 
continue  to  support  the  Oxford  Children's 
Home!  You  mean  to  tell  me  that  every 
dollar  I  give  to  the  Convention  is  account- 
ed for,  recorded  and  published  so  that  I 
can  show  my  members  what  they  are  sup- 
porting, yes!  Every  dollar.  We  stand  in 
the  shadows  of  past  heroes  and  heroines 
who  unashamedly  put  their  hands  to  the 
Kingdom  gospel  plough,  and  did  not  look 
back.  James  Weldon  Johns  is  right: 

We  have  come  over  a  way  that  with  tears 
has  been  watered.  We  have  come,  thread- 


ing our  paths  thro'  the  blood  of  the 
slaughtered.  Out  from  the  gloomy  past, 
till  now  we  stand  at  last,  where  the  white 
gleam  of  our  bright  star  is  cast. 

In  closing  this  is  a  prayer  from  W.E.B. 
Dubois'  book:  Prayers  for  Dark  People 

Help  us,  O  Lord,  to  remember  our  kin- 
dred beyond  the  sea  -  all  those  who  bend 
in  bonds,  of  our  own  blood  and  of  human 
kind  -  the  lowly  and  the  wretched,  the 
ignorant  and  the  weak.  We  are  one 
world,  O  God,  and  one  great  human  prob- 
lem and  what  we  do  here  goes  to  solve 
not  our  pretty  troubles  alone,  but  the  diffi- 
culties and  desires  of  millions  unborn  and 
unknown.  Let  us  then  realize  our  respon- 
sibilities and  gain  strength  to  bear  them 
worthily  -  Amen.  ■ 


St.  Matthew  Baptist  Church  To  Celebrate 
Opening  of  New  Sanctuary  on  Nov.  3 


St.  Matthew  Baptist  Church,  founded 
more  than  1 30  years  ago,  will  formally 
open  its  new  1 ,200-seat  sanctuary  on 
Sunday,  Nov.  3. 

A  ribbon-cutting  ceremony  will  be 
held  at  10  a.m.,  followed  by  the  regular 
Sunday  morning  worship  service  and 
communion  at  1 1  a.m.  The  day  con- 
cludes with  a  dedication  service  begin- 
ning at  4  p.m. 

Public  officials  and  other  area  minis- 
ters and  churches  have  been  invited  to 
join  the  St.  Matthew  congregation  in  cele- 
brating the  opening  of  the  new  sanctuary, 
which  is  located  adjacent  to  the  church's 
current  home  at  5410  Louisburg  Road. 
The  facility  will  better  accommodate  a 
growing  congregation,  as  it  will  hold 
more  than  twice  the  number  of  worship- 
pers as  the  existing  church.  The  new 
sanctuary  also  has  classrooms  and  meet- 
ing areas.  The  old  church  is  being  con- 
verted for  offices,  Bible  study  and  fellow- 


ship. 

"Not  only  are  we  remembering  history 
with  the  dedication  of  our  new  sanctuary, 
we  are  making  history,"  said  Rev.  Ronald 
E.  Avery,  pastor  of  St.  Matthew.  "We  are 
creating  opportunities  not  only  for  our 
disciples  here  at  St.  Matthew  but  for  the 
entire  community  in  that  we  are  building 
lives  by  the  fact  that  we  are  impregnated 
by  the  Holy  Spirit." 

The  theme  for  the  Nov.  3  ribbon  cut- 
ting and  dedication  is  fittingly  taken  from 
the  Bible,  Nehemiah  4:6:  "For  The 
People  Had  A  Mind  To  Work".  This 
verse  reflects  the  spirit  and  dedication  of 
current  and  past  members  of  St.  Matthew 
Baptist  Church. 

St.  Matthew  was  founded  in  1871,  and 
has  been  at  the  same  location  off 
Louisburg  Road  throughout  its  131-year 
history.  Rev.  Avery  was  named  pastor  of 
the  church  in  1981.  ■ 


FREE  ROBES  (with  minimum  order) 

ROBES  •  CHOIR  •  CLERGY  •  CASSOCKS  •  ACADEMIC  •  GRADUATION  •  CLERGY 
SHIRTS  •  UNIFORMS  •  BADGES  •  GLOVES  •  EASTER  STAR  WHITE  DRESSES 
CHURCH  WARES  •  PEW  BIBLES  •  HYMNALS  •  PARAMENTS 

FREE  MEASUREMENTS,  CATALOGS  &  DEMONSTRATIONS 

JAMES'  HOUSE  OF  ROBES  &  UNIFORMS 

(704)  543-6825  OR  1-800-535-6576  •  FAX  704-543-5575 
PO  BOX  471423,  CHARLOTTE,  NC  28247 
SUPPORT  YOUR  OWN  -  PLEASE! 


(PLEASE  CONTACT  CHURCHES  FOR 
SPECIFIC  QUALIFICATIONS  SOME 
REQUIRE  3  OR  MORE  YEARS  PAS- 
TORAL EXPERIENCE,  SEMINARY 
TRAINING,  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
ORDINATION,  MUSICAL  SKILLS) 
(FOR  SPECIFIC  CHURCH  QUALIFI- 
CATIONS CONTACT  THE  PULPIT 
COMMITTEE) 

PASTORS 

MOUNT  OLIVE  MISSIONARY  BAP- 
TIST CHURCH,  Bayboro,  NC:  currently 
accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor. 
Interested  applications  should  provide  the 
following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

3.  One  business  and  two  personal  refer- 
ences (no  family  references) 

Send  information  to: 

Mayor  B.  Credle,  Deacon  Chairman 

Mt.  Olive  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

5972  NC  Highway  304 

Bayboro,  NC  28515 

OLIVE  BRANCH  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Elizabeth  City, 
NC:  currently  accepting  applications  for  a 
Pastor,  Interested  applicants  should  pro- 


vide a  resume. 

Send  information  to: 

The  Pulpit  Committee 

Brother  Elonza  Joyner,  Chairperson 

106  Graves  Avenue 

Elizabeth  City,  NC  27909 

elonzajoybner(5)hotmail.com 

OAKEY  GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAP- 
TIST CHURCH  of  Clayton,  NC:  cur- 
rently accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor 
with  strong  Missionary  Baptist  roots.  We 
are  affiliated  with  the  Johnston  District 
Missionary  Baptist  Association  and  the 
General  Baptist  State  Convention. 
Interested  applicants  should  provide  the 
following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  Personal  references 
Send  information  to: 
Oakey  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Pulpit  Search  Committee 

Deacon  Loomis  Hodges,  Chairperson 
PO  Box  2435 
Smithfield,  NC  27577 

MOUNT  CARMEL  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Elizabeth  City, 
NC:  currently  accepting  applications  for  a 
Pastor.  The  church  is  located  in  Hertford 
County.  Interested  applicants  should  pro- 
vide the  following: 


"135""  YEAR  CELEBRATION" 

4'"  ANNUAL  HOUSING  BANQUET 
DECEMBER  6,  2002 


RALEIGH  CONVENTION  CENTER,  500  FAYETTEVILLE  STREET  MALL,  RALEIGH 
NAME  '  


ADDRESS 
CITY  


STATE 


ZIPCODE 


PASTOR 


PHONE  # 


REGISTRATION 

PERSONAL  REGISTRATION:  $250.00  per  person 
NUMBER  OF  MESSENGERS:  $250.00  per  person 


AMOUNT $. 


PLEASE  SEND  YOUR 
REGISTRATION  FORM  TO: 
BAPTIST  HEADQUARTERS 
4'"  ANNUAL  HOUSING  BANOUET 
603  SOUTH  WILMINGTON  STREET 
RALEIGH,  NC  27601-2338 
800-639-GBSC  (4272)  •  919/821-7466 

CONTACT  THE  OFFICE  TO  USE  YOUR  CREDIT  CARD 
1-800-639-4272  OR  1-919-821-7466 
MASTERCARD  /  VISA 


1.  A  Resume 

2.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

3.  Two  personal  references  (no  family  ref- 
erences) 

Send  information  to: 

Mount  Pleasant  Missionary  Baptist 

Church 

Pastor  Search  Committee 
ATTN:  Deacon  Eugene  White 
815  Swains  Mill  Road 
Harrellsville,  NC  27942 

UNION  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Warrenton,  NC:  currently  accepting  appli- 
cations for  a  Pastor.  Interested  applicants 
should  provide  the  following: 
A  Resume 
Send  information  to: 
Brother  Alonza  Jones,  Board  Chairman 
Pastor  Search  Committee 
Route  2,  Box  128 
Norlina,  NC  27563 

FIRST  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  Thomasville,  NC:  currently 
accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor  with 
strong  Missionary  Baptist  roots.  We  are 
affiliated  with  the  Johnston  District 
Missionary  Baptist  Association  and  the 
General  Baptist  State  Convention,  inter- 
ested applicants  should  provide  a  resume. 
Send  information  to: 
Tanya  M.  Autry,  Chairperson 
Pastor  Search  Committee 
First  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
103  Church  Street 
Thomasville,  NC  27360 


EBENEZER  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Neburgh,  NY:  currently  accepting  appli- 
cations for  Senior  Pastor  with  strong 
Baptist  roots.  The  Committee  will  provide 
each  candidate  with  an  application  packet. 
Send  request  to: 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church 
ATTN:  Deacon  Milton 
Buxton/Confidential 
PO  Box  248 

Newburgh,  NY  12551-0248 

SHADY  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

East  Spencer,  NC:  currently  accepting 
applications  for  a  Pastor  with  strong 
Missionary  Baptist  roots.  Interested  appli- 
cants should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  at  least  four  references:  (2)  business  (2) 
personal 

3.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

Send  information  to: 

Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church 

ATTN:  Clarence  A.  Jones,  Chairperson 

PO  Box  447 

East  Spencer,  NC  28039 

EASTERN  STAR  MISSIONARY  BAP- 
TIST CHURCH:  of  Tarboro,  North 
Carolina  27886  seeking  a  pastor. 
•He  must  be  experienced 
•Well  seasoned 

•He  must  live  by  the  word  of  God 
•Willing  to  teach  Sunday  school  and  bible 
study  class 

•Must  be  between  the  age  of  25-55 
Please  submit  resume  to: 


Upcoming  Sessions 

December  6,  2002 
4'"  Annual  Housing  Banquet 

Raleigh  Convention  Center 
500  Fayetteville  Street 
Raleigh,  NC 

January  10,  2003 
Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Banquet 

Raleigh  Convention  Center 
500  Fayetteville  Street 
Raleigh,  NC 

January  11,  2003 
Women's  State  Convention 
One  Day  Session 

Raleigh  Convention  Center 
500  Fayetteville  Street 
Raleigh,  NC 

February  8,  2003 
One-Day  Session  Congress  of 
Christian  Education 

Winston-Salem,  NC 

February  22,  2003 
One-Day  Session  Usher's  Convention 

Winston-Salem,  NC 


Baptist  Informer 
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Pulpit  Committee 

Eastern  Star  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
Post  Office  Box  1677 
Tarboro,  North  Carolina  27886 

THE  ST.  JOHN  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

seeks  a  pastor  to  serve  as  its  spiritual 
leader,  teacher,  counselor  and  administra- 
tor. St.  John  has  a  rich  legacy  of  75  years 
of  service  to  the  city,  county,  state  and 
country,  which  suggests  the  following  list 
of  desired  characteristics: 
•Must  be  a  licensed,  ordained  Baptist 
minister. 

•Must  possess  ability  to  teach,  train  and 
coach  church  officers  and  auxiliary  lead- 
ers. 

•Must  have  the  skills  and  be  willing  to 
work  with  all  age  groups  with  particular 
emphasis  on  the  spiritual  growth  and 
development  of  our  youth. 
•Must  have  the  prerequisite  administrative 
skills,  which  include  the  ability  to  articu- 
late, negotiate  and  facilitate  effectively 
with  a  diverse  community  including  edu- 
cational, business,  political,  civic  and 
philanthropic  communities. 
•Evidence  of  community  awareness  and 
involvement 

•Must  have  the  skills  required  for  plan- 
ning and  implementing  a  vision  for  spiri- 
tual, physical  and  financial  growth  of  the 
Church. 

MINIMUM  QUALinCATIONS: 
EDUCATION  AND  EXPERIENCE 
MUST  INCLUDE: 

•Minimum  of  ten  years  in  the  ministry  as 
a  licensed,  ordained  Baptist  minister. 
•Terminal  masters  degree  from  a  recog- 
nized accredited  seminary  or  theological 
institution. 


•Must  possess  strong  and  proven  adminis- 
trative skills  and  experience. 
•Must  have  a  broad  knowledge  of  the 
Baptist  Doctrines,  church  policies  and 
procedures,  and  willingness  to  follow  the 
by-laws  governing  the  church. 

•  Must  possess  effective  oral  and  written 
communication  skills. 

•  Demonstrated  financial  ability  and  expe- 
rience with  1  Million+  budgets 
Interested  persons  meeting  all  of  the 
above  characteristics  and  minimum  quali- 
fications should  submit  the  following 
information: 

•  A  resume  and  letter  of  interest  to 
include  a  vision  statement  as  it  related  to 
their  ministry. 

•  Copies  of  license  and  ordination  certifi- 
cation 

•  Proof  of  completion  of  ALL  accredited 
theological  training 

•  Name,  address  and  telephone  number  of 
five  (5)  personal  and  professional  refer- 
ences with  no  more  than  three  (3)  coming 
from  other  ministries  familiar  with  your 
ministry  along  with  audio/video  sample 
of  a  sermon. 

Completed  applications  will  be  accepted 
for  the  posting  period  July  22,  2002  • — 
August  23,  2002.  Applications  post- 
marked prior  to  and  after  the  posting  peri- 
od will  not  be  considered.  Completed 
applications  should  be  sent  via 
certified/return  receipt  mail  addressed  to: 

Mr.  Manning  Fogan,  II,  Chair,  Pulpit 
Committee,  St.  John  Baptist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  1038,  Getzville,  New  York  14068- 
1038. 


Turner  &  Company  Sales 

1801  Charles  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27610 
Phone  (919)  833-1871  •  Fax  919-834-6695 
e-mail:  turnerco.sales@triangle2.net 
A.J.  Turner,  Chairman  •  Edmond  M.  Pierce,  President 
Shirley  Turner  Smith,  Vice  President 


"Everything  a  church  needs  •  We  also  refinish  pews!" 


Refinishings 
by  Kivett's 
Fine  Church 
Furniture  & 
Steeples 


Call  Me  Before  You 
Purchase! 


SECOND  CALVARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

114  NELSON  AVENUE 
CHARLOTTE,  NC  28216 

Second  Calvary  Baptist  Church  is  seeking 
a  full  time  pastor  to  serve  as  spiritual 
leader,  teacher  and  counselor  for  her  con- 
gregation. Finalist  for  this  position  must 
meet  the  following  qualifications: 

•  Bom-again  licensed,  ordained  minister 
of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

•  Knowledge  of  Baptist  doctrine,  prac- 
tices and  polity 

•  BA  degree  from  an  accredited  institution 
of  higher  learning 

•  Senior  Pastor  for  at  least  four  to  five 
years 

•  Good  administrative  and  communication 
skills 

•  Ability  to  communicate  with  all  age 
groups  especially  the  youth 

•  Leadership  experience  in  developing  or 
administering  youth  programs  and  com- 
munity service  programs 

•  Willingness  to  affiliate  at  the  national, 
state  and  local  Baptist  conventions  and 
associations. 

•Present  location  within  five  hours  driving 
time  from  Charlotte 
•Willingness  to  submit  to  a  police  and 
credit  check 

Resumes  for  persons  meeting  these  quali- 
fications should  be  sent  to  the  Pulpit 
Search  Committee  at  the  address  shown 
above.  Resume  deadline  date  is 
September  19,  2002 


UNION  GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAP- 
TIST CHURCH  of  Youngsville,  NC  is 
seeking  a  church  musician. 
For  specific  qualifications  and  duties, 
please  contact  Pastor  J.C.  Sherrod  at  919- 
242-4024.  Please  send  resume  or 
inquiries  to 

Attn:  Rev.  J.C.  Sherrod 

Union  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

PO.  Box  730 

Youngsville,  NC  27596 

FOSTER  MEMORIAL  BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

The  Pulpit  Search  Committee  of  the 
Foster  Memorial  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  located  in  Rocky  Mount,  North 
Carolina,  is  accepting  resume  for  the 
position  of  pastor.  Applicants  must  pos- 
sess the  following  qualifications: 

•  He  must  possess  good  moral  and  ethical 
conduct,  living  by  Timothy  3:1-1,  Titus 

1 :7-9  and  abstain  from  study  activities 
and  inclinations  as  those  cited  in  Romans 
1:26-27. 

•  He  must  have  a  minimum  of  three  (3) 
years  experience  as  pastor  with  demon- 
strated ability  in  counseling  and  supervis- 
ing all  work  for  the  church. 

•  He  must  live  in  the  proximity  of  the 
church. 

•He  must  be  bom  again,  filled  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  called  by  God  to  preach 
God's  word. 

•  He  must  possess  a  strong  knowledge  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Doctrine,  Church 
Policies,  and  Practices,  and  be  willing  to 
abide  by  them. 


PULPIT  VACANCY 
NEW  LIGHT  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
HALLSBORO,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

NEW  LIGHT  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS  NOW  ACCEPTING 
RESUMES  FOR  A  PASTOR.  OUR  WORSHIP  SERVICES  ARE  EACH  SUNDAY 
OF  THE  MONTH. 

QUALmCATIONS: 

Must  be  a  licensed  ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Minister. 

•  Full  of  Holy  Ghost.  Led  by  the  Spirit  of  God  in  all  matters. 

•  Full  of  wisdom,  knowledge  and  understand  the  office  of  Pastor  and  performs  it  according 
to  the  scriptures  and  the  needs  of  the  church. 

•  Must  be  Association  minded. 

•  Prefer  having  experience  as  a  Pastor. 

•  The  husband  of  one  wife,  vigilant,  sober,  of  good  behavior. 

•  One  that  rules  his  own  house,  having  a  good  report. 

•  Knows  the  doctrine  of  a  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

•  Must  attend  meetings  of  different  auxiliaries  in  the  church  to  become  familiar  with  the 
organizations,  whenever  possible. 

•  Must  visit  the  sick  and  shut-in  when  possible. 

•  Must  attempt  to  become  involved  with  the  various  programs  that  the  church  participates  in 
outside  the  home  church  calendar. 

Send  resumes  and  inquiries  to: 

Deacon  Kenneth  Bracey 
1025  Red  Bug  Rd. 
Hallsboro,  North  Carolina  28442 
910-646-4467 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


•He  must  have  the  skills  required  to  work 
with  all  age  groups,  with  special  empha- 
sis on  the  youth. 

•He  must  have  the  skills  required  for 
planning  and  implementing  a  vision  for 
spiritual,  physical  and  financial  growth  of 
the  church.  —  He  must  be  community 
oriented,  and  have  strong  family  values. 
•He  must  have  a  minimum  of  a  high 
school  diploma  preferably  a  degree  or 
courses  in  seminary  training  from  an 
accredited  college  or  university. 
•He  must  be  willing  to  attend  Sunday 
School,  Prayer  Meetings,  and  teach  Bible 
Study. 

Please  send  resume  to: 

Foster  Memorial  Missionary  Baptist 

Church,  1911  South  Church  Street 

Post  Office  Box  6317 

Rocky  Mount,  NC  2802-6317 

C/0  The  Pulpit  Committee 

Trustee  Hiawatha  Knight 

MOUNT  CALVARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Shelby,  NC  is  currently 
accepting  applications  for  a  pastor  with 
strong  Missionary  Baptist  roots.  The 
Church  is  affiliated  with  the  Ebenezer 
Missionary  Baptist  Association,  and  the 
General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  N.C. 
Interested  applicants  should  provide  the 
following: 

Resume  (including  pastor  experiences  and 

educational  qualifications) 

A  copy  of  religious  credentials 

(license/ordination) 

At  least  three  personal  references  (no 

family) 

Send  information  to: 
Pastor  Search  Committee 
Mount  Calvary  Baptist  Church 
P.O.  Box  3181 
Shelby,  N.C.  28151-3181 

HOPPERS  CHAPEL  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Shelby,  N.C,  is 
now  accepting  resumes  for  the  position  of 
pastor.  Potential  candidates  must  be  a 
bom  again  Christian  with  strong  Baptist 
roots.  Hoppers  Chapel  is  a  member  of  the 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Association.  All  appli- 


cants must  possess  the  following  qualifi- 
cations. 

•  Must  be  ordained  and  licensed 

•  Must  have  at  least  1  yr.  Pastoral  experi- 
ence 

•  Must  provide  credentials  of  theological 
training 

•  Must  be  an  effective  teacher  and 
councelor 

•  Must  possess  extensive  knowledge  of 
Baptist  Doctrine 

•  Provide  a  mission  statement  for  the 
church 

•  Live  in  close  proximity  to  the  church 

The  applicant  must  have  the  ability  to 

plan  and  implement  a  growth  strategy  for 

both  the  spiritual  and  physical  growth  of 

the  church. 

Send  all  resumes  to: 

Hoppers  Chapel  Missionary  Baptist 

Church 

C/O  Pulpit  Committee 
415  West  Graham  St. 
Shelby,  N.C.  28150 

NEW  MOUNT  OLIVE  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Asheville,  NC, 
is  currently  accepting  applications  for  the 
position  of  Pastor.  Interested  applicants 
should  provide  the  following: 

•  Resume 

•  Religious  Credentials  (Certificate  of 
Ordination,  License) 

•  Three  Personal  References 

Please  send  information  by  November 
30'\  2002,  to: 

New  Mount  Olive  Missionary  Baptist 
Church 

Pastoral  Search  Team 
2  Herman  Avenue 
Asheville,  NC  28801-4357 
828-253-0749 

CHURCH  STAFF 
MUSICIANS: 

BASIC  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  SER- 
VICE: 

1.  Born-again  Christian,  Spirit-filled, 
and  divinely  gifted  in  music  ministry. 


MOUNT  PLEASANT  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

of  Raleigh,  NC  is  currently  accepting  applications  for  a  pastor. 

The  church  is  located  in  Wake  County.  All  interested  applicants  should  provide  the 
following: 

•  A  copy  of  their  resume 

•  A  copy  of  religious  credentials 

•  Application  deadline  is  December  3 1 ,  2002 

Send  information  to: 
Mount  Pleasant  Baptist  Church 
Pastoral  Search  Committee 
Attn.  Deacon  Robert  E.  Wall 
10720  Falls  of  The  Neuse  Road 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina  27614 


2.  Willingness  to  spiritually  align  the 
music  ministry  with  Pastoral  vision. 

3.  Above  to  play  the  piano.  Keyboard 
and/or  organ;  able  to  read  music  and 
versatile. 


4.  Able  to  prepare  choirs  for  Sunday 
morning  worship  services  and  other 
services. 

5.  Able  to  teach,  as,  well  as  direct 
choirs,  with  humility  and  love. 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 

INTRODUCTION: 

The  position  of  Minister  of  Music  is  a  full-time  position  at  First  Baptist  Church,  101  S. 
Wilmington  Street,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  First  Baptist  Church  is  a  historical  black  congre- 
gation organized  as  a  bi-racial  Church  at  the  North  Carolina  State  House  (now  the  Capitol)  in 
1812.  This  historical  congregation  seeks  an  individual  who  is  willing  to  grow  with  its  Pastor 
and  his  flock.  This  position  requires  a  music  and  worship  leader  who  is  spiritual  and  experi- 
enced in  providing  the  total  awareness  of  the  movement  of  God's  spirit  in  the  assembly  of 
God's  people. 

PRINCIPAL  FUNCTION: 

The  Minister  of  Music  at  First  Baptist  Church  is  responsible  to  the  Pastor  and  is  supervised  by 
the  Pastor  for  the  development  and  promotion  of  the  entire  music  program  of  First  Baptist 
Church. 

DUTIES  AND  RESPONSIBILITIES: 

The  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  Minister  of  Music  at  First  Baptist  Church  are  as  follows: 

1.  Direct  the  planning,  organizing,  conducting,  and  evaluating  of  a  comprehensive  music  min- 
istry. 

2.  Supervise  the  work  of  paid  or  volunteer  music  staff. 

3.  Cooperate  with  the  church  process  to  enlist  and  train  leaders  for  the  church  music  ministry, 
including  choir  workers,  song  leaders,  and  accompanists  for  the  church  worship  experiences. 

4.  Lead  in  planning  and  promoting  a  choir  program;  direct  and  coordinate  the  work  of  choir 
directors;  direct  adult,  youth,  and  other  choirs  as  needed. 

5.  Arrange  and  provide  music  for  weddings,  funerals,  special  projects,  ministries,  and  other 
church-related  activities  upon  request. 

6.  Plan,  organize,  and  promote  choir  tours,  mission  trips,  camps,  festivals,  workshops,  clinics, 
and  programs  for  the  various  choirs. 

7.  Supervise  the  maintenance  of  the  music  Ubrary,  materials,  supplies,  musical  instruments, 
and  other  equipment. 

8.  Keep  informed  on  music  methods,  materials,  promotion  and  administration. 

9.  Prepare  an  annual  music  budget  and  administer  the  approved  budget. 

10.  Assist  the  pastor  in  planning  all  services  of  worship,  coordinate  the  music  program  with 
the  church  calendar  and  emphases  of  the  church  vision. 

11.  Cooperate  with  denominational  leaders  in  promoting  activities  of  mutual  interest. 

12.  Perform  other  duties  as  assigned  by  the  pastor. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

1.  Must  be  a  Christian. 

2.  Must  hold  music  credentials  from  an  accredited  college,  university,  or  conservatory,  with  at 
least  a  Bachelor  of  Music  Degree  in  Sacred  Music,  Music  Performance,  or  Music  Education 
(Masters  Degree  or  equivalent  preferred). 

3.  Must  have  a  demonstrated  abihty  in  Piano  and  Pipe  Organ  proficiency,  organizational  skills, 
people  skills  and  ability  in  choral  and  instrumental  conducting. 

4.  Must  be  trained  in  all  styles  of  Baptist  worship,  Utiu^gy,  and  hymnody. 

5.  The  ideal  candidate  will  be  an  enthusiastic  professional  who  has  the  proven  abilities  to  revi- 
talize the  youth  and  children's  choirs. 

6.  Must  possess  creativity  and  the  ability  to  work  collaboratively  with  the  Pastor  and  staff. 

7.  Flexibility  and  technical  competence  are  vital. 

PHYSICAL  REQUIREMENTS: 

The  person  who  is  selected  for  this  position  must  be  in  generally  good  health,  physicaOy 
mobile,  good  eyesight  and  hearing.  A  complete  physical  exam  and  criminal  background  check 
are  also  requirements. 

SALARY: 

$44,106.00  -  $65,000.00  per  year  depending  upon  qualifications  and/or  experience. 
CLOSING  DATE: 

Resumes  and/or  applications,  and  references  must  be  postmarked  by  October  15,  2002. 
CONTACT: 

Mail  resumes  or  applications  and  references  to: 

First  Baptist  Church 
ATTN:  Mr.  Michael  A.  Shaw 
P.O.Box  27771 
Raleigh,  NC  27611 
(919)  832-1649 

Email:  churchfb@bellsouth.net 


lapti&t  Informer 


6.  Able  to  rehearse  with  all  choirs  on 
schedule,  and  available  for  all  Sunday 
services. 

7.  Able  to  accompany  Pastor  and  choirs 
to  other  services  as  required  (or  ensure 
qualified  substitute  is  available). 

8.  Able  to  select  appropriate  hymns  and 
songs  for  worship. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED: 

Wake  Forest  congregation  seeks  musi- 
cian. 1)  The  duties  include  working 
directly  with  the  Pastor  in  order  to  assist 
and  cooperate  with  him  in  Christian 
Worship,  2.)  Playing  during  Sunday 
morning  worship  service,  3).  Rehearsing 
with  various  choirs  one  night  per  week, 
4.)  And  accompanying  the  Pastor  on 
engagements  to  other  churches.  Please 
forward  a  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 
Evans  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
12700  Creedmoor  Road 
Highway  50 
Wake  Forest,  NC  27587 
(919)  870-8874 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  VACANCY: 
THE  SPRING  GREEN  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  seeks  a  Minister  of 
Music  to  provide  musical  direction  and 
accompaniment  for  4  choirs  in  the 
church.  This  person  will  work  closely 
with  the  Pastor  to  provide  spiritual  leader- 
ship in  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ 
through  music,  i.e.  hymns,  spiritual 
songs,  and  praise  and  worship  music  that 
glorifies  God. 

We  are  accepting  resumes  from  candi- 
dates with  the  appropriate  qualifications. 
(SEE  GENERAL  QUALIFICATIONS 
AT  BEGINNING  OF  CHURCH  MUSI- 
CIAN SECTION): 
For  additional  information  please  send 
inquiry  or  resume  to: 
SPRING  GREEN  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 
PC  Box  924,  Warrenton,  NC  2589 
Rev.  Dennis  G.  Lindsay,  Pastor 

MUSICIAN  NEEDED:  Must  be  a 
Christian  available  to  serve  every  Sunday. 
Prepare  Choirs  and  Praise  Team  for 
Sunday  morning  worship.  Rehearse  with 
choirs  on  scheduled  times.  Be  available  to 
accompany  Pastor  and  choirs  to  church 
functions.  Direct  congregation  in  congre- 
gational hymns.  Must  be  able  to  play  by 


ear  as  well  as  read  music 
To  apply  call: 

(704)  532-6813  or  E-mail  to 
GalileeNC@  aol  .com 
GALILEE  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 
PO.  Box  644,  Oakboro,  NC  28129 

CHURCH  MUSICIAN  VACANCY: 
FIRST  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  of  Selma,  NC,  seeks  musi- 
cian for  youth  choir.  Must  be  a  Christian 
with  good  character. 
Requirements: 

•  Play  the  organ  and  piano 

•  Able  to  play  sacred  and  gospel  music 

•  Read  music  and  have  the  ability  to  play 
by  ear 

Send  resume  to: 

Reverend  S.  Manfred  Isom,  Pastor 
415  Star  Ruby  Drive 
Knightdale,  NC  27545 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED: 

THE  PENN  AVENUE  MOUNT  OLIVE 

BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Lewiston  is 

seeking  a  musician  for  a  station  church,  a 

Christian,  who  is  responsible,  has  good 

character  and  a  good  reputation. 

Requirements: 

*Plays  the  organ  and  piano 

*Able  to  work  with  a  diverse  group  of 

singers 

*Experienced  in  all  sacred  music 
*Reads  music  and  is  versatile  in  playing 
by  ear 

Send  resumes  or  responses  to: 
Mount  Olive  Baptist  Church 
PO  Box  214 

Lewiston-Woodville,  NC  27849 
Attention:  William  W.  Peele,  Jr. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  WANTED: 

THE  PENN  AVENUE  MISSIONARY 

BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Oxford,  NC,  is 

currently  seeking  a  Minister  of  Music. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

(SEE  SPECIFIC  QUALIFICATIONS 

LISTED  IN  BEGINNING  OF  STAFF: 

MUSICIAN  SECTION) 

*Will  be  responsible  with  the  pastor's 

approval  in  hiring  other  musicians  if 

deemed  necessary. 

Salary:  Negotiable 

Sunday  worship  services.  Service  begins 
each  Sunday  at  1 1  a.m.  with  the  excep- 
tion of  5th  Sunday  services  which  begin 


Eric  Olinick 

Sales  Representative 

(919)  954-9415  ■  Cell  (919)  622-8831 
Fax  (919)  790-1057 
eoHnlck@water.  com 
3216  Spotswood  Street  ■  Raleigti,  NC  27615 


at  10  a.m.  Please  send  resume  to  the 
above  listed  address  or  inquiries  may  be 
made  by  calling  one  of  the  above  listed 
numbers. 

CHURCH  MUSICIAN  NEEDED: 

Knowledge  of  music  and  the  ability  to 
play  by  ear  is  appreciated.  Presently, 
morning  worship  service  is  held  every 
fourth  (4"')  Sunday,  but  we  are  consider- 
ing an  additional  Sunday  for  services. 
Must  be  able  to  play  for  youth  choir  and 
adult  choir.  Church  is  located  in  Warren 
County,  North  Carolina.  For  further  infor- 
mation, please  call: 
(252)  257-0221 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED: 
EMMANUEL  MISSIONARY  BAP- 
TIST CHURCH  is  seeking  Full-time 
Christian  Minister  of  Music.  Loyal  and 
(Committed  to  Gods  program.)  Must  pos- 
sess people  skills,  be  trained  as  a  musi- 
cian. Conductor,  and  Choir  Director. 
Salary:  Commensurate  with  training  and 
experience.  Interested  persons  may  send 
resume/portfolio  to: 


Attention: 

Trustees  Emmanuel  Missionary  Baptist 
Church 

913  N.  Highland  Street 
Gastonia,  NC  25052 

CHURCH  MUSICIAN:  THE  CEDAR 
GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  of  Gibson,  N.C.  is  seeking  a 
person  to  serve  as  Church  Musician. 
Qualifications:  (PLEASE  SEE  GENER- 
AL QUALIFICATIONS  LISTED  AT 
THE  BEGINNING  OF  STAFF:  MUSI- 
CIAN SECTION)  Salary  negotiable. 
Please  send  resume  to  Cedar  Grove 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  at  this 
address. 

CEDAR  GROVE  MISSIONARY  BAP- 
TIST CHURCH 
14600  Railroad  St. 
Gibson,  NC  28343 

CHURCH  MUSICIAN: 
THE  FRIENDSHIP  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  is  accepting 
resumes  for  a  Church  Musician. 
Qualifications:  (SEE  GENERAL 


BETHLEHEM  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
P.O.  BOX  4182 
WINSTON-SALEM,  NC  27115 

In  seeking  a  pastor  we  are  a  83  years  old  Baptist  church  having  been  led  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  only  (2)  two  pastors. 

We're  seeking  a  God  called,  God  fearing,  bom  again.  Holy  Ghost  filled, 
licensed,  ordained  minister  who  is  concerned  about  the  whole  man,  body,  soul  and 
spirit. 

Must  have  strong  missionary  baptist  roots  and  be  concerned  with  all  areas  of  the 
church,  having  good  leadership  abilities  and  skills,  both  organizational  and  spiritu- 
al. 

Must  also  have  a  broad  knowledge  of  the  Baptist  doctrine,  church  policies  and 
procedures  and  a  willingness  to  follow  the  by-laws  governing  the  church. 

Good  administrative  and  communication  skills  with  the  ability  to  teach,  train 
church  officers  and  auxiliary  leaders.  Able  to  communicate  with  all  aged  groups, 
especially  the  young. 

Must  have  at  least  (3)  three  to  (4)  four  years  of  pastoral  experience. 

Willing  to  submit  to  strict  investigation,  police  and  credit  check. 

Please  respond  to  the  Search  Committee  of  Bethlehem  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
PO.  Box  4182,  Winston-Salem,  NC  28115. 

Please  send  your  response  by  mail. 


BookMe  327  Haywood  Rd.,  Asheville,  NC  28806  •  704-0804 

An  African-American  Book  Store  

Every  Sunday  Bulletin  Service  (Warner  Press) 

You  only  have  to  order  to  receive  bulletins  regularly  at  low  cost  of  only  $4.20  per  ICQ  bul- 
letins, postpaid.  You  save  $5.80  per  100  bulletins  based  on  counterpiece  of  10  cents  each. 
Let  us  send  information  on  how  you  can  start  saving  money  on  your  bulletins!  Cut  this  ad 
out  and  send  it  to:  BookMe,  3271A  Haywood  Rd.,  Asheville,  NC  28806. 


QUALIFICATIONS  LISTED  AT  THE 
BEGINNING  OF  THE  STAFF:  MUSI- 
CIAN SECTION) 

Salary  negotiable: 
715  West  Willis  Ave. 
High  Point,  NC  27260 

THE  GREATER  PINEY  GROVE 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  is  seeking  an  expe- 
rienced, dynamic  worship  and  praise 
Minister  of  Music.  We  seek  a  person  who 
first  and  foremost  has  a  passion  for  God 
and  His  Word,  then  a  passion  for  people 
and  for  music. 

This  person  will  be  responsible  for  direct- 
ing, managing,  and  developing  all  func- 
tions and  aspects  associated  with  plarming 
and  implementing  a  comprehensive 
Church  Music  Ministry. 
A  person  in  this  position  must  possess 
formal  training  and  expertise  in  the  area 
of  music,  has  excellent  organizational 
skills,  and  the  ability  to  work  cooperative- 
ly with  a  diverse  group  of  people. 

EDUCATION  REQUIREMENTS 
Bachelor  of  Science  Degree  in  Music 
with  concentration  in  choral,  church,  or 
music  education,  a  minimum  of  two  years 
of  work  experience  as  Minister  of  Music 
or  Minister  of  Music  Assistant  in  a  simi- 
lar Church  environment. 
An  Instrument  skill  proficiency  test  is 
required  on  piano  and  organ.  Must  pos- 
sess the  ability  to  organize  and  prioritize 
tasks,  events,  and  activities;  ability  to 


work  under  pressure  of  deadlines;  make 
decisions;  and  establish  effective  working 
relationships  with  the  Pastor,  choir  mem- 
bers, church  members,  supervisor,  and 
church  community. 

•Resumes  will  be  accepted  until  August 
31,  2002.  Start  date  for  this  position  will 
be  December  31,  2002. 
•If  the  Holy  Spirit  excites  you  about  this 
opportunity  to  serve  God,  and  you  meet 
the  qualifications  and  expectations 
described  above,  we  would  love  to  hear 
from  you.  Please  e-mail  your  resume  to 
or  mail  it  to: 

The  Greater  Piney  Grove  Baptist  Church 
1879  Glenwood  Avenue,  S.E. 
Atlanta,  GA  30313 
Attn:  Personnel  Committee 

JEFFRIES  CROSS  BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

Send  cover  letter  and  resume  to  Jeffries 
Cross  Baptist  Church,  2015  Jeffries  Cross 
Rd.,  Burlington,  NC  27217.  Phone:  336- 
226-9626.  We  are  currently  seeking  a 
musician  who  will  work  directly  with  the 
pastor  to  provide  spiritual  leadership  in 
the  music  ministry.  Qualifications:  1.  A 
Christian  with  piano,  keyboard,  organ 
ability;  read  music,  play  chords,  teach 
harmony,  direct  choirs,  conduct  two 
rehearsals  per  month  with  four  choirs, 
accompany  pastor  on  engagements, 
accommodate  traditional  and  contempo- 
rary worship  styles. 


AMERICAN  INCOME  LIFE 
INSURANCE  COMPANY 


American  Income  Life  Insurance  Company  with  over  a  40-year  history  of  serving  associations, 
Credit  Unions  and  Union  Members  with  affordable  life  health  insurance  benefits.  American 
Income  is  proud  to  announce  No  Cost  benefit  to  subscribers  of  the  Baptist  Informer. 

Learn  how  you  and  your  family  can  receive  the  OneCard  Member  benefit  which  will  save  you 
up  to  60%  discount  on:  Vision  ...  Hearing  ...  Chiropractic  and  Prescriptions  at  No  Cost. 

Simply  fill  out  the  form  below  and  mail,  a  representative  of  AIL  will  deliver  your  discount  card 
and-explain  its  use,  plus  explain  our  New  Family  Dental  Plan  which  is  available  to  your  entire 
family  for  $29.95  per  year!  The  dental  plan  and  supplement  health  and  life  benefits  are  being 
made  available  for  your  consideration.  You  are  under  no  obligation. 


PLEASE  BE  SURE  I  RECEIVE  MY  ONECARD  MEMBER  BENEFIT 

NAME  

HOME  PHONE  

Spouse's  Name  


Residential  Address . 
City  


State 


.  Zip . 


County . 


PLEASE  MAIL  THIS  FORM  TO: 
AIL,  P.O.  BOX  18825,  RALEIGH,  NC  27619-8825 


Do  You  Want  Sermons  for  the  New  Millennium? 

For  The  Preacher,  Teacher  and  The  Hooper! 
Original  Material  •  Dr.  Ricky  R.  Eason 

1 .  Do  you  want  some  fresh  sermons? 

2.  Are  you  tired  of  going  into  the  pulpit  not  fully  prepared  to  do  your 
best  because  of  a  busy  week? 

3.  Do  you  want  sermons  that  are  ready  to  preach  just  as  they  are,  yet 
flexible  enough  to  seed  and  feed  your  mind,  so  the  sermons  will  fit 
your  particular  situation  or  congregation? 

4.  Do  you  want  super  large  letters  and  book  quality  print,  so  you  can 
stand  back  from  the  pulpit  and  hoop  a  little  bit  every  now  and  then? 
WE  CAN  CUSTOM  THEM. 

5.  Sermons  7-9  pages  —  See  for  yourself!  WELL  RESEARCHED  for 
the  preacher  and  the  hooper.  Average  over  20  hours  of  preparation  per 
sermon. 

FULL  SATISFACTION  OR  —  MONEYBACK  GUARANTEE 
THEN  CALL  (864)  576-4961  OR  WRITE: 
RICKY  EASON  MINISTRIES,  139  SAWYER  RD.,  ROEBUCK,  SC 
29376  Ask  to  see  —  The  Sermon  Series:  Notebook  1-7.  73  different 
sermons.  Price  unbeatable!  10  sermons  in  each  notebook!  Have  it 
your  way;  make  up  your  own  notebook. 


SERMON  TITLES: 

01 .  Your  Anchor  Holds  and  Grips  the  Solid  Rock 

02.  You  Got  the  Right  One  Baby/Doing  the  Things  Right 

03.  God  Said  It,  I  Believe  It,  and  That  Settles  It/It  All  Adds  Up 

04.  Burn  Up  Or  Burn  Out  For  God 

05.  Busted  Britches  From  Straddling  the  Fence 

06.  Dangerous  Minds 

07.  Don't  Even  Think  About  It 

08.  Fired  Up  By  the  Holy  Ghost 

09.  Are  You  Full  of  the  Stuff 

10.  Let's  Get  on  Board 

1 1 .  God  Picked  Me  To  Be  On  His  Side 

12.  Grace  on  the  Race 

13.  Grow(UporBlow  Up 

14.  Hang  In  There 

15.  He  Lifted  Me  Up  Out  of  the  Miry  Clay 

16.  Look  Where  the  Lord  Has  Brought  Me  From 

17.  If  My  People 

18.  We  Can  Do  It  For  a  New  Day  Has  Come 
19. 1  Know  What  Prayer  Can  Do 

20.  Put  Some  Clothes  On  Child 

21 .  A  Right  Thing  in  a  Wrong  Time 

22.  The  Man  Who  Had  Everything  But  the  Right  Thing 

23.  Soap  For  the  Soul 

24.  Stay  On  the  Lord's  Side 

25.  If  You  Take  One  Step  He'll  Take  Two 

26.  Stepping  In  Your  Own  Mess 

27. 1  Can't  Lose  With  the  Stuff  I  Use 

28.  You  Can't  Touch  This 

29.  Warm  in  a  Cold  Situation 

30.  That's  the  Way  He  Died  But  That's  Not  the  End  of  the  Story 

31 .  What  You  See  Is  What  You  Get 

32.  What's  Faith  Got  To  Do  With  It 

33.  You  Can't  Make  It  Without  God 

34. 1  Just  Want  To  Say...  'Thank  You  Lord" 

35.  A  Heart  Like  Thine 

36.  Just  a  Closer  Walk  With  Thee 

37.  Give  Me  a  Clean  Heart  So  I  Can  Serve  You 


38.  What  Ever  the  Problem  God  Has  the  Answer 

39.  Peace  —  In  the  Midst  of  My  Storm 
40. 1  Am  On  the  Right  Road,  Now! 

41 .  A  Good  Man  In  a  Bad  Situation 

42.  Good  Medicine  For  a  Bad  Ailment 

43.  Stand  Up!  and  Testify 

44.  Bad  Boys!  What  You're  Going  To  Do  When  He  Comes  For  You 

45.  Angels  Just  Keep  Watching  Over  Me 

46.  Go  Ahead!  Make  My  Day 

47.  A  Trip  to  the  Cross 

48.  Jesus!  Jesus!  Jesus!  He  Is  Somebody's  Preacher 

49.  On  the  Day  of  Pentecost 

50.  Jesus  Is  All  That! 

51.  Muddy  Putty  in  the  Potter's  Hands 

52.  When  Stress  Controls  You  Jesus  Consoles  You 

53.  Black  Men  and  Women,  Young  and  Old,  Changing  a  Generation 
54. 1  Am  Black,  But  I  Am  Somebody 

55.  Staying  Afloat  in  a  Sinking  Boat 

56.  He  That  Has  a  Friend  Must  Show  Himself  Friendly 

57.  Victory  Is  Mine/Starting  All  Over 

58.  Occupy  Till  I  Come 

59.  A  Man  on  a  Mission/The  Borrowed  Ax 

60.  Busy  in  God's  Business 

61 .  Just  Like  Mama 

62.  He's  Alive  and  I  Am  Glad  About  It 

63.  What  the  World  Needs  Now  Is  Love  Sweet  Love 
64. 1  Moved  from  My  Old  House  and  My  Old  Friends 
65. 1  Just  Want  To  Know  Why 

66.  What  Do  You  Do  When  Life  Is  Not  Fair 

67.  Why  Do  Bad  Things  Happen  To  Good  People 

68.  What  Do  You  Do  When  Your  Brook  Runs  Dry 

69.  Diagnosis  From  Dr.  Jesus,  Go  and  See  the  Dr. 

70.  Who  Is  He 

71 .  What  Would  Jesus  Do  (WWJD) 

72.  If  I  Could  Just  Touch  the  Hem  of  His  Garment 
■  73.  Come  See  a  Man 

AudioTapes:  $3.00  each 


Five  New  Sermons  Available  Soon. 

You  may  order  sermons:  Make  check  payable  to:  Ricky  Eason 
Prices: 

1 .  Individual  sermons  are  $3.50  each.  CCD's  available 

2. 1  Sermon  Notebook  with  10  Sermons  —  $29.29  each  notebook 

3. 10  Sermons  in  each  notebook  —  Mix  or  makeup  your  own  notebook— approximately  $2.99  for  each  ser- 
mon. 

Order  sermons  by  mail!  Add  $3.50  postage  and  handling 

Money  order  or  cash:  2-3  day  delivery.  Design  your  own  notebook  or  sermons  at  the  same  great  price.  Have 
it  your  way!  Checks  accepted! 

4.  For  appointments  call:  Home  (864)  576-4961  •  Business  (864)  576-3747  •  E-mail:  ricky139@bellsouth.net 


Light  Rock  Realty 
(705)  568-5000 

Areas  of  Specialty:  Residential  Purchasing/Selling 
Church  &  Land  Purchasing/Selling 
Group  Homebuying  Workshops  for  Churches 
Homebuying  Programs 
•  No  Money  Down 
•  Down  Payment  Assistance 
•  Ahemative  Financing  Options 
If  You  Need  Assistance  in  any  of  the  above  areas, 
contact  Gerald  Searles  at  (704)  568-5000 


A&O  CHURCH  FURNITURE 

P.O.  Box  1053,  Jamestown,  NC  27282  Showroom:  1005  Greensboro  Road,  High  Point,  NC  27250 

Local  336-454-5145  •  Fax  336-5583  •  Toll  1-800-523-9058 
E-mail  Address:  aochurchfumiture(5) Hotmail. com 


•  Wholesale 

•  Pricing  ID  Cluiivhes  & 
Cluiich-AITiliaK-d  .Stiiools 

•  ClasM-oiini  Scaling 

•  Chalkboards 

■  Bullclin  Boards 

•  Folding  Tables 

•  Folding  CliLiirs 

•  Rocking  Chairs 

•  Storage  Desks 

•  Teachers  Desks 


•  Easels 

•  .kivenile  Furniuire 

■  Folding  .Stages 

■  Aclivity  Tables 

•  Library  Furnilure 

■  Folding  Doors 

•  Room  Dividers 

•  OITice  Desks 

•  Cabinels 

•  Commercial  Carpel 


■  Leclern 

■  Coat  Racks 

■  Nursery  Cribs  &  Cots 

•  Pews 

•  Carpet 

•  .Stained  Glass 

•  Pew  Upholstering 

•  Pew  Cushions 

'  Educational  Furniture 


A  &  O  is  Alpha  &  OMEGA  (Your  Source  for  Complete  Church  Furniture) 


The  Wooten  School  of  Music 

Invites  You  to  ^Tut  Music  in  Your  Life^^  in  2002 

Learn  to  Play  Gospel  Music 

A  unique  style  of  playing  chords  to  accompany  your  favorite  tunes. 
Even  at  the  end  of  your  first  lesson.  We  guarantee! 


*  No  prior  experience  necessary 
*  We  guarantee  results  at  tiie  end  of  your  first  lesson  *  Morning,  noon  or  niglit  classes 

*  SPECIAL  COURSE  -  "Improving  Your  Present  Style  of  Playing" 

Classes  begin  soon!  Beginning  Advanced  Intermediate  Classes 


For  additional  information  write:  THE  WOOTEN  SCHOOL  OF  MUSIC 
1003  W.  5th,  Greenville,  NC  27834 
or  caU  Syio,  919-757-1023  Home  919-757-1135  -  Ya'U  Come! 


CORRECTION 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Linda  W.  Bryan,  Assistant  Dean  of  Shaw  University  Divinity 
School,  preached  the  45*  Anniversary  of  Dr.  Elbert  Lee,  Pastor  of  the  North  End 
Baptist  Church  in  Rocky  Mount. 


Here  is  the  church, 

here  is  the  steeple 
Open  the  door  and 
see  all  the  people 

.  .  .  jvho  can  now  worship  in  comfort  and  gracious  style 
since  l^A.  Downey  &  Son  helped  them  build  their 
new  Sanctuary  and  Christian  Education  buildings. 


L.  A.  Downey  &  Son  provides  complete, 
turnkey  solutions  for  all  kinds  of  churches 
and  all  kinds  of  budgets. 
Our  professionals  can  help  you  from  start  to  finish, 
including  architectural  design  work, 
site  development,  permit  approval, 
actual  construction,  and  more. 
Call  us  today  to  find  out 
how  we  can  help  your  congregation 
meet  its  facility  needs. 


(919)  688-8029 


L.A.  Downey  &  Son,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1688  ♦  Duiham,  North  Carolina  27702 


A  Fresh  Look  at  the 
New  Testament  Deacon 

By  John  H.  Walker,  D.  Min. 


NOW  AVAILABLE! 


There  is  a  critical  problem  concerning  the  Deacons  and  the  local  church,  state  and  national 
conventions.  The  Deacons  are  assuming  leadership  roles  without  being  equipped  for  the 
task  of  leadership.  The  relationship  between  the  pastor  and  deacon  is  widening  because 
there  is  a  misunderstanding  concerning  the  mission  of  the  church,  pastoral  leadership,  and 
the  role  of  the  deacons. 

This  book  is  a  must  tool  to  bridge  the  gap  between  the  role  of  Pastor  and 
Deacons  in  order  to  provide  EFFECTIVE  LEADERSHIP. 
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LIGHTING  •  CARPET  •  PAINTING  •  PLASTER  REPAIR 

POST  OFFICE  BOX  5346 
HIGH  POINT,  NC  27262 

1-800-289-7397 

CHURCH  INTERIORS,  INC. 

THE  NATION'S  LEADING  CHURCH  RENOVATION  SPECIALISTS 


ECCLESIASTES  3:4  "...  AND  A  TIME  TO  LAUGH..." 


Minister  Alcindor  Hankins 
Gospel  Comedian 
405  Creekbluff  Drive 
Fuquay-Varina,  North  Carolina  27526 
(919)  557-1227 

Psalms  46:10  "Be  Still  and  Know  That  I  am  God' 
"He's  More  God  Than  I  Ever  Need" 


Clergy!  Layman! 


Do  you  need  someone  to  conduct  a  Financial  Management  Workshop? 
Give  a  keynote  address  on  vital  economic  interest  in  the  African  American  Community? 
Or  design  a  special  workshop  tailor  made  to  your  needs?  Look  no  further!  Contact: 
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AN  ANTHOLOGY  OF 
FUNERAL  MESSAGES,  HELPS  FOR  SER- 
MON DEVELOPMENT, 
FAMILY  VISIT 
FUNERAL  AND 

SERVICES 

Second  Printing 

Who  are  they? 
What  do  they  believe 
and  why? 

A  STUDY  FOR  CHURCH  MEMBERS 
Dr.  Serenus  T.  Chum,  Sr. 

Dr.SerenusT.Chum,Sr. 

$15.00 

$10.00 

Published  the  first  of  each  month  at  Raleigh,  N.C. 
Periodicals  class  postage  paid  at  Raleigh,  NC  27601, 
and  additional  mailing  offices. 
Postmaster  send  address  and  all  communications 
for  publication  and  inquiry  to 
Baptist  Informer  Baptist  Headquarters, 
603  S.  Wilmington  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27601. 


ATTENTION! 

PASTORS  &  PREACHERS  STOP!  &  ANSWER 

*  Is  your  schedule  busy? 

*  Do  you  find  yourself  laboring  hard  and  long  preparing  sermons? 

*  Would  you  find  yourself  laboring  long  and  hard  preparing  sermons? 

*  Would  you  like  to  get  the  material  that's  ready  for  the  pulpit? 

*  Would  you  like  to  have  material  that's  easy  to  read,  where  all  the  research  is  already 
done  for  you? 

Then  "SERMCO  MINISTERS"  is  your  solution. 

*  We  have  sermons  that  ADDRESS  ALL  OCCASIONS 

*  Each  sermon  is  easy  to  read 
(DOUBLE  SPACED  ON  SINGLE  SHEETS) 

*  Each  sermons  is  HOMILETICALLY  arranged 
(Introduction,  Exposition,  Come-Home,  and  Closing) 

*  Each  sermon  has  VERSES  OF  SONGS,  HYMNS  INSERTED 
(where  appropriate) 

*  Sermons  as  received  are  READY  FOR  THE  PULPIT 
with  minimum  amount  of  study  and  adjustments 

Single  copies  are  $5  each.  Anthology  (Book  of  26  Sermons)  Volume  I  and  Volume  II,  $75 
each.  Shipping  and  handling  charges  will  be  added  to  all  orders.  Catalogs  with  listings 
are  free  upon  request.  Direct  all  questions  and  answers  to; 

MT.  ARARAT  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  INC.,  2503  N.  MYRTLE  AVE., 
JACKSONVILLE,  FLA.  32209 

ATTN:  SERMCO  MINISTRIES,  PASTOR  D.A.  LATTIMORE,  JR. 


904-354-7893  (CHURCH) 


(FAX  904-354-5883) 


DISCIPLESHIP  FOR  AFRICAN  AMERICAN  CHRISTIANS: 
A  JOURNEY  THROUGH  THE  CHURCH  COVENANT 

TURNER  JR,  WILLIAM  C.$12.00 


These  discipleship  studies  take  one  of  the  most  visible  documents  in 
black  Baptist  churches  as  an  occasion  to  reflect  on  the  meaning  of  the 
Christian  walk  for  today's  believers.  An  ideal  resource  for  new  church 
members  or  for  others  who  want  to  understand  more  about  the  nature 
of  the  faith  they  are  proclaiming,  this  thorough  discipleship  resource 
ends  each  chapter  with  a  summary  of  key  points,  as  well  as  questions 
for  reflection  intended  to  help  readers  understand  and  apply  the  lessons 
found  in  the  chapter.  William  Turner  uses  the  Church  Covenant,  a  short  statement  of  faith  that  many 
African  American  Baptists  have  committed  to  memory,  as  a  vehicle  for  teaching  the  Baptist  faith, 
with  special  attention  paid  to  how  the  Covenant  is  grounded  in  the  person,  work,  and  experience 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Each  chapter  is  based  on  a  phrase  from  the  Covenant  itself  and  explores  the 
Scriptural  foundations  for  the  phrase  and  the  belief  expressed  in  it.  Discipleship  for  African 
American  Christians  is  ideal  for  personal  or  small-group  study,  as  well  as  for  Christian  education 
and  Sunday  school  settings. 

Available  at  www.judsonpress.com 
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The  Honorable  Alphonso  Jackson  To  Highlight 
2003  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Banquet 


Dr.  Archie 
Logan,  Jr. 


By  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr. , 
Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 

We  are  pleased  and  excited  to 
announce  that  the  Honorable  Alphonso 
Jackson,  Deputy  Secretary  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  will  deliver 
the  annual 
GBSC  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr. 
Banquet 
Address, 
Friday, 
January  10, 
2003,  at  the 
Raleigh,  North 
Carolina  Civic 
Center  at  7:00 
PM.  Dr. 
Jackson  has  a 
wide  range  of 

_   experience  in 

housing,  finance,  and  management.  He 
is  a  noted  authority  in  public  housing 
and  community  development.  The 
Banquet  is  always  held  the  evening  pre- 
ceding the  Woman's  State  Convention 
One-Day  Session. 

Deputy  Secretary  Jackson  was  nomi- 
nated by  President  George  W.  Bush  on 
March  9,  2001,  unanimously  confirmed 
by  the  Senate  on  June  3,  2001,  and  took 
the  oath  of  office  on  June  6,  2001.  He  is 
the  Chief  Operating  Officer  of  HUD. 
Secretary  Jackson  oversees  the  day-to-day 
operations  of  the  $32  billion  agency  with 
a  core  mission  of  providing  affordable 
housing  and  promoting  community  and 
economic  development. 

Secretary  Jackson  was  most  recently 
the  President  of  American  Electric  Power 
-  TEXAS,  a  $13  billion  utility  company 
located  in  Austin,  Texas.  From  January 
1989  until  July  1996,  Secretary  Jackson 


was  President  and  CEO  of  The  Housing 
Authority  of  the  City  of  Dallas,  Texas,  a 
$100  million  operation.  Previous  to  The 
Housing  Authority  of  the  City  of  Dallas, 
Secretary  Jackson  was  Director  of  the 
Department  of  Public  and  Assisted 
Housing  in  Washington,  D.C.,  for  the 
$137  million  operation.  Also,  he  served 
as  Chairperson  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  Redevelopment  Land  Agency 
Board. 

Secretary  Jackson  holds  a  bachelor's 
degree  in  political  science  and  a  master's 
degree  in  education  administration  from 
Truman  State  University  and  a  law  degree 
from  Washington  University  School  of 
Law.  In  1977,  Jackson  became  the 
Director  of  Public  Safety  for  the  City  of 
St.  Louis.  Secretary  Jackson  also  served 
as  executive  director  for  the  St.  Louis 
Housing  Authority;  a  director  of  consult- 
ant services  for  the  certified  public 
accounting  firm  of  Laventhol  and 
Horwath-St.  Louis;  and  special  assistant 
to  the  chancellor  and  assistant  professor 
at  the  University  of  Missouri. 

He  previously  served  on  the  follow- 
ing Boards:  JP  Morgan  Chase  &  Co  .- 
Texas;  Zale-Lipshy  University  Hospital; 
The  Nature  Conservancy  of  Texas; 
Voyager  Expanded  Learning,  Inc.;  The 
Hockaday  School;  Truman  State 
University;  Dallas  Citizens  Council; 
Dallas  Theater  Center;  Episcopal  School 
of  Dallas;  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  Dallas 
Metropolitan  and  the  U.S.  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  Secretary  Jackson  was  pre- 
sented the  AFLAC  -  2001  Lifetime 
Achievement  Award,  the  National  Boys  & 
Girls  Clubs  of  America  -  1997 
Chairman's  Award  and  the  Aspen  Institute 
- 1995  Aspen  Fellow. 

Secretary  Jackson  has  received 
Presidential  and  other  Appointments: 
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The  National  Commission  on 
America's  Urban  Families  (92-93); 
Member  of  the  Regional  Selection 
Panel  for  the  White  House  Fellowship 
Programs  (90-92)  and  a  Member  of 
The  National  Commission  on  Severely 
Distressed  Public  Housing  (90-92).  In 
addition, 
Secretary 
Jackson  was  a 
member  of  the 
National 
Welfare 
Simplification 
and 

Coordination 
Advisory 
Committee 
(92-93)  and 
served  as 
Chairman  of 
Alphonso  Jackson  General 

Services  Commission  of  the  State  of 
Texas  (95-98). 

Each  January  we  reflect  on  the  life 
and  times  of  the  Reverend  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr.  The  "DREAM"  of  Dr.  King  will 
live  in  the  21"  Century  just  as  it  did  in  the 
20"^  Century.  Memories  of  him  touch  all 
of  us  in  a  special  way  each  January  when 
we  celebrate  his  birth.  His  birthday  is  a 
national  holiday  and  his  life  a  source  of 
spiritual  inspiration  to  us  all.  This  ban- 
quet is  our  tribute  to  a  person  that  made 
the  world  a  better  place. 

Over  forty  (40)  years  ago,  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.,  set  before  us  a  DREAM, 
a  hope  for  a  beloved  community.  A 
world  where  we  all  share  in  the  promises 
of  Jesus  Christ!  He  was  one  of  the 
world's  best-known  advocates  of  non-vio- 
lent social  change  strategies.  Dr.  King 
was  bom  in  Atlanta,  Georgia  on  January 
15,  1929;  Dr.  King's  roots  were  in  the 


African-American  Missionary  Baptist 
Church.  He  was  a  preacher/pastor,  and 
came  from  a  family  of  Baptist  ministers. 
In  a  real  sense  he  was  one  of  "us  and  a 
part  of  us".  Many  members  of  the  GBSC 
.  knew  and  marched  with  Dr.  King  during 
the  Civil  Rights  era.  We  still  feel  his  spir- 
it amohg  us. 

On  December  5,  1955,  five  days  after 
Montgomery  civU  rights  activist  Rosa 
Parks  refused  to  obey  the  city's  rules 
mandating  segregation  on  buses,  black 
residents  launched  a  bus  boycott  and 
elected  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  as  presi- 
dent of  the  newly  formed  Montgomery 
Improvement  Association.  As  the  boycott 
continued  during  1956,  King  gained 
national  prominence  as  a  result  of  his 
exceptional  oratorical  skills  and  personal 
courage.  His  house  was  bombed  and  he 
was  convicted  along  with  other  boycott 
leaders  on  charges  of  conspiring  to  inter- 
fere with  the  bus  company's  operations. 
Despite  these  attempts  to  suppress  the 
movement,  Montgomery  buses  were 
desegregated  in  December  1956,  after  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  declared 
Alabama's  segregation  laws  unconstitu- 
tional. This  was  s  major  turning  point  in 
the  social  history  of  America. 

In  1957,  seeking  to  build  upon  the 
success  of  the  Montgomery  boycott 
movement.  King  and  other  southern  black 
ministers  founded  the  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference  (SCLC),  the 
group  his  son,  Martin,  HI,  presently  is 
leading  into  the  next  Century.  As  SCLC's 
president  in  1957,  Dr.  King  emphasized 
the  goal  of  black  voting  rights  and  equali- 
ty under  the  law.  The  movement  grew 
and  in  1962  Dr.  King  and  other  CivU 
Rights  leaders  sent  out  a  worldwide  call 
for  freedom-loving  people  to  join  in  a 

See  BANQUET,  Page  2 
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BANQUET,  Cont'd  From  Page  1 

"March  on  Washington,  DC  for  Jobs  and 
Freedom"  on  August  28,  1963.  The 
march  attracted  more  than  250,000  pro- 
testers to  the  nation's  Capitol.  It  was  at 
this  historic  march  that  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr.,  delivered  his  famous  "I  Have  a 
Dream"  oration.  King's  speech  was 
delivered  at  a  time  when  racial  strife 
abounded;  yet,  he  believed  that  we  could 
share  in  the  American  Dream  and  take 
our  seat  at  the  "table  of  justice". 

King  ended  the  speech:  "I  say  to  you 
today,  my  friends,  that  even  though  we 
face  the  difficulties  of  today  and  tomor- 
row, I  still  have  a  dream.  It  is  a  dream 
deeply  rooted  in  the  American  dream.  I 
have  a  dream  that  one  day  this  nation  will 
rise  up  and  live  out  the  true  meaning  of 
its  creed  -  we  hold  these  truths  to  be  self- 
evident  that  all  men  are  created  equal.  I 
have  a  dream  that  one  day  on  the  red  hills 
of  Georgia  the  sons  of  former  slaves  and 
the  sons  of  former  slave  owners  will  be 
able  to  sit  down  together  at  the  table  of 
brotherhood.  I  have  a  dream  that  one  day 
even  the  state  of  Mississippi,  a  state  swel- 


tering with  the  heat  of  injustice,  swelter- 
ing with  the  heat  of  oppression,  will  be 
transformed  into  an  oasis  of  freedom  and 
justice.  I  have  a  dream  that  my  four  little 
children  will  one  day  live  in  a  nation 
where  they  will  not  be  judged  by  the 
color  of  their  skin  but  by  the  content  of 
their  character. 

"I  have  a  dream  today! 

"I  have  a  dream  that  one  day,  down 
in  Alabama,  with  its  vicious  racists,  with 
its  governor  having  his  lips  dripping  with 
the  words  of  interposition  and  nullifica- 
tion; one  day  right  down  in  Alabama  little 
black  boys  and  black  girls  will  be  able  to 
join  hands  with  little  white  boys  and 
white  girls  as  sisters  and  brothers. 

"I  have  a  dream  today! 

"I  have  a  dream  that  one  day  every 
valley  shall  be  exalted,  and  every  hill  and 
mountain  shall  be  made  low,  the  rough 
places  will  be  made  plain  and  the  crooked 
places  will  be  made  straight  and  the  glory 
of  the  Lord  shall  be  revealed  and  all  flesh 
shall  see  it  together. 

"This  is  our  hope.  This  is  the  faith 
that  I  will  go  back  to  the  South  with. 
With  this  faith  we  will  be  able  to  hew  out 


of  the  mountain  of  despair  a  stone  of 
hope.  With  this  faith  we  will  be  able  to 
transform  the  jangling  discords  of  our 
nation  into  a  beautiful  symphony  of 
brotherhood.  With  this  faith  we  will  be 
able  to  work  together,  to  pray  together,  to 
struggle  together,  to  go  to  jail  together,  to 
stand  up  for  freedom  together,  knowing 
that  we  will  be  free  one  day.  This  will  be 
the  day,  this  will  be  the  day  when  all  of 
God's  children  will  be  able  to  sing  with 
new  meaning  'My  country  'tis  of  thee, 
sweet  land  of  liberty,  of  thee  I  sing.  Land 
where  my  fathers  died,  land  of  the 
Pilgrim's  pride,  from  every  mountainside, 
let  freedom  ring! '  And  if  America  is  to 
be  a  great  nation,  this  must  become  true. 

"And  so  let  freedom  ring  from  the 
prodigious  hilltops  of  New  Hampshire. 

"Let  freedom  ring  from  the  mighty 
mountains  of  New  York. 

"Let  freedom  ring  from  the  heighten- 
ing Alleghenies  of  Pennsylvania. 

"Let  freedom  ring  from  the  snow- 
capped Rockies  of  Colorado. 

"Let  freedom  ring  from  the  curva- 
ceous slopes  of  California. 

"But  not  only  that. 


"Let  freedom  ring  from  Stone 
Mountain  of  Georgia. 

"Let  freedom  ring  from  Lookout 
Mountain  of  Tennessee. 

"Let  freedom  ring  from  every  hill 
and  mole-hill  of  Mississippi,  from  every 
mountainside,  let  freedom  ring!  And 
when  this  happens,  when  we  allow  free- 
dom to  ring,  when  we  let  it  ring  from 
every  tenement  and  every  hamlet,  from 
every  state  and  every  city,  we  will  be  able 
to  speed  up  that  day  when  all  of  God's 
children,  black  men  and  white  men,  Jews 
and  Gentiles,  Protestants  and  Catholics, 
will  be  able  to  join  hands  and  sing  in  the 
words  of  the  old  Negro  spiritual,  'Free  at 
last,  free  at  last.  Thank  God  Almighty, 
we  are  free  at  last'." 

Next  month  Secretary  Jackson  will 
join  us  as  we  revisit  the  DREAM  of  Dr. 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  President  Charles 
Bullock,  his  leadership  team  and  I  call  on 
members  of  the  GBSC  to  pray  for  our 
work  in  2003.  Join  us  in  Raleigh  on 
January  10-11,  2003  as  we  promote  a 
"New  Convention  for  a  New  Century".  ■ 


The  Reverend  Charles  T.  Bullock,  D.Min. 
33rd  president  of  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention 


By  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr. 
Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 

Charles  T.  Bullock,  husband,  father, 
teacher,  counselor,  community  leader, 
world  traveler,  pastor  and  God's  humble 
servant,  is  a  native  of  Oxford,  North 
Carolina.  Dr.  Bullock  was  elected  the 

33'^'^  President  of  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention,  Inc.,  Wednesday, 
October  30,  2002,  in  Fayetteville,  North 

Carolina  during  the  135*^  Annual  session. 
His  early  preparation  for  his  various  roles 
in  life  enabled  him  to  grow  intellectually, 
emotionally,  psychologically,  and  spiritu- 
ally in  those  areas  that  truly  count  in  lead- 
ing to  greatness.  The  Bullock  family  has 
a  distinguished  and  long  tradition  of 
GBSC  involvement. 


He  graduated  from  Shaw  University, 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina  with  the 
Bachelor  of  arts  degree;  Shaw  Divinity 
School,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina  with 
both  the  Bachelor  of  Divinity  and  the 
Master  of  Divinity  degrees;  and  Howard 
University,  Washington,  D.  C,  with  the 
Doctor  of  Ministry  degree. 

Dr.  Bullock  was  a  teacher  and  a  coun- 
selor in  North  Warren  High  School,  Wise, 
North  Carolina;  John  Graham  High 
School,  Warrenton,  North  Carolina;  and 
Northwest  High  School,  Roanoke  Rapids, 
North  Carolina.  At  the  present  time  he 
serves  on  the  Shaw  University  Divinity 
School  faculty  and  in  the  National  Baptist 
Congress  of  Christian,  National  Baptist 
Convention  USA,  Inc.  as  an  instructor. 

As  a  preacher  pastor  President  Bullock 


The  Baptist  Informer 

Publication  of  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Inc. 
Voice  of  500,000  Baptists 
(USPS  042-680) 
Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr.,  Executive  Editor 
Dr.  Prisciila  A.  Brodie,  Executive  Editor 
Ms.  Carol  J.  Smith,  Managing  Editor 
Published  the  first  of  each  month  at  Raleigh,  N.C. 
Postmaster  send  addresses  &  all  communications  for  publications  &  inquiry  to 
Baptist  Informer,  Baptist  Headquarters,  603  S.  Wilmington  St.,  Raleigh,  N.C. 

27601 

919-821-7466  •  800-639-4272  •  Fax:  919-836-0061  •  E-mail:  gbsc@gbsc.org 


THEME:  "By  tlie  word  of  truth,  by  the  power  of  God,  by  the  armor 
of  righteousness.. (II  Corinthians  6:7) 


has  distinguished  himself  as  a  messenger 
of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  pastor 
of  His  flocks  by  leading  the  following 
North  Carolina  congregations:  Nashville 
Baptist  Church,  Laurinburg;  Mount 
Vernon  Baptist  Church,  Creedmoor;  Snow 
Hill  Baptist  Church,  Warrenton;  First 
Baptist  Church,  Weldon;  Saint  James 
Baptist  Church,  Rocky  Mount  and  Martin 
Street  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh  (present 
position  held  since  March  1991). 

In  addition  to  teaching  and  pastoring, 
Dr.  Bullock  has  willingly  shared  his  ver- 
satile skills  in  unending  ministerial  and 
community  involvements:  Member, 
Rocky  Mount  Human  Relations 
Committee;  Executive  Board,  General 
Baptist  State  Convention  of  North 
Carolina,  Inc.  (current);  President, 
National  Shaw  University  Divinity  School 
Alumni  Association;  Member,  Trustee 


Board,  Shaw  University  Divinity  School; 
Member  of  Board  of  Education,  Rocky 
Mount  City  Schools;  Executive  Secretary, 
National  Shaw  University  Divinity  School 
Alumni  Association  (current);  Vice 
President  at  Large  and  First  Vice 
President,  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Inc.; 
Chairman,  North  Carolina  Inmate 
Grievance  Resolution  Board  (current  and 
appointed  by  the  Governor);  Chairman, 
General  Board  and  Executive  Committee 
(current).  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Inc.;  Vice 
President,  Raleigh  Interdenominational 
Ministerial  Affiance  (current);  Member, 
Advisory  Committee,  Center  for  Research 
on  Chronic  Illness,  UNC  at  Chapel  Hill; 
Wake  Education  Partnership,  Wake 
County  Schools  (current);  and  President 

See  BULLOCK,  Page  3 
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From  the  Desk  of  the  President 


By  Dr.  Charles  T.  Bullock 
"Great  is  the  Lord,  and  greatly  to  be 
praised;  and  His  greatness  is  unsearch- 
able. One  generation  shall  praise  thy 
works  to  another,  and  shall  declare  thy 
mighty  acts." 
(Psalms  145:3- 
4) 

To  the  Martin 
Street  Baptist 
Church  and  the 
entire  General 
Baptist  Family,  I 
take  this  time  to 
express  my  sin- 
cere thanks  to 
you  for  your 
prayers,  your 
  financial  sup- 
port, your  words  of  encouragement  and 
the  confidence  you  have  placed  in  me  as 
your  newly  elected  president.  To  all  of 
the  Associations  that  I  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  visit,  I  am  most  grateful  for  your 
reception  and  the  opportunity  afforded  me 
to  share  with  you  the  work  of  our  conven- 
tion and  some  ideas  that  I  think  should 
happen  as  we  move  forward  in  this  the 
twenty-first  century.  To  the  Associations 
that  I  was  not  privileged  to  visit  because 
of  time  constraints,  I  look  forward  to 
sharing  with  you  in  the  future  and  I  thank 
all  of  you  for  your  support. 


Dr.  Charles 
Bullock 


I  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  Dr. 
John  Fuller,  our  immediate  past  president, 
for  his  exemplary  leadership.  I  will  seek 
his  counsel  as  we  move  forward  in  this 
administration  as  well  as  the  counsel  of 
other  past  presidents.  I  commend  Vice 
Presidents  Grant,  Parker,  Avery,  Lynch 
and  Banks,  the  elected  team  who  will 
share  in  the  leadership  of  this  administra- 
tion. With  your  prayers  and  your  support, 
we  shall  endeavor,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
to  take  this  convention  to  higher  spiritual 
and  financial  heights. 

May  I  share  with  you  excerpts  from 
one  of  my  previous  articles.  A  student 
may  be  ever  so  knowledgeable  of  the  sub- 
ject matter,  but  it  is  passing  the  examina- 
tion that  determines  one's  certification.  A 
pilot  may  be  efficient  in  routine  flights, 
but  it  is  in  landing  the  plane  safely  when 
an  engine  is  on  fire  and  the  landing  gear 
is  locked  in  place  that  calls  for  calmness 
under  stress.  A  bus  driver  may  have  driv- 
en for  many  tours,  but  it  is  the  tour  that 
he  takes  as  he  drives  through  a  raging 
storm  that  tests  his  ability  to  be  in  com- 
mand in  a  difficult  situation.  We  are  liv- 
ing in  times  of  economic  decline  and  ter- 
rorist attacks.  Nevertheless,  in  these  chal- 
lenging and  wonderful  times,  we  are 
called  to  live  beyond  ourselves,  adjust  to 
the  change  and  acknowledge  that  God  is 
still  in  control. 

We  are  called  to  understand  the  nature 


of  the  disorder  of  our  times  and  treat  the 
illness  rather  than  the  symptoms.  We  are 
asked  to  champion  the  cause  of  the  weak, 
oppressed  and  underprivileged.  We  are 
called  to  put  human  values  above  eco- 
nomic values  and  acknowledge  with 
thanksgiving,  the  love  of  God  for  all 
humanity.  The  discharging  of  our  respon- 
sibility demands  courage  and  sacrifice 
and  a  willingness  to  be  used  by  God  and 
seek  His  divine  guidance.  He  is  with  us, 
judging  us,  forgiving  us,  healing  us,  rec- 
onciling us,  and  calling  us  to  the  task  of 
making  a  better  world  through  dedication 
and  service. 

We  are  called  "To  Serve  The  Present 


Age."   Our  mission  ministry  provides  for 
spiritual,  emotional,  physical,  economic 
and  educational  needs  in  carrying  out 
God's  Great  Commission.  May  each  of 
us  commit  personally  to  the  words  of  the 
hymnologist,  "A  charge  to  keep  1  have,  a 
God  to  glorify,  who  gave  His  Son  my 
soul  to  save,  and  fit  it  for  the  sky.  To 
serve  the  present  age,  my  calling  to  ful- 
fill, O  may  it  all  my  powers  engage  to  do 
my  Master's  will." 

WE  WISH  FOR  EACH  OF  YOU  A 
WONDERFUL,  BLESSED  HOLIDAY 
SEASON! 


The  Bullock  Family 
Cedric,  Dr.  Shirley,  Dr.  Charles,  Melanie,  Eric,  and  Charles 


BULLOCK,  Cont'd  From  Page  2 

of  the  General  Baptist  State  Convention 
of  North  Carolina,  Inc. 

President  Bullock  has  traveled  exten- 
sively throughout  the  United  States  and 
abroad,  having  visited  South  Africa  where 
he  preached  and  lectured  at  the  Baptist 
Convention  there  and  shared  in  their 
revival.  Moreover,  he  taught,  lectured, 
and  preached  at  the  Baptist  Congress  of 
Christian  Education  of  Frankfort, 
Germany.  He  experienced  the  wonder  of 
Brazil,  Argentina,  Chile,  Switzerland, 
Israel,  Canada,  and  the  Commonwealth  of 
the  Bahamas. 

Dr.  Bullock's  commitment  to  the  min- 
istry and  his  dedicated  involvements  in 
community  service  have  not  gone  unno- 
ticed. He  was  formally  recognized  and 
awarded  the  honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity 
degree  by  the  Shaw  Divinity  School  in 
1979.  More  recent  recognitions  include 
the  following:  "Religious  Service  Award", 
Gamer  Road  Family  YMCA,  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina;  "Service  to  Mankind 
Award",  Sertoma  Club;  "Clergy  of  the 
Year",  the  Tota  PH  Lambda  Sorority,  Inc.; 
and  he  is  a  proud  "Life  Member"  of 
theNAACR 

Dr.  Bullock  is  married  to  Dr.  Shirley 
W.  Bullock,  a  former  President  of  the 
Woman's  Baptist  Home  and  Foreign 


Missionary  Convention.  The  Bullocks  are 
proud  parents  of  four  children,  all  college 
graduates:  Eric,  Charles,  Cedric  (Doris), 
and  Melanie.  He  and  his  wife  reside  in 
Raleigh. 

President  Bullock  is  calling  on  all 
General  Baptists  to  join  him  in  the 
Splendid  Enterprise  of  the  GBSC  in  the 
new  millennium.  Each  day  we  have  a 
new  opportunity  of  Kingdom  Building 
and  evangelistic  witness.  Ephesians  4:1-8 
says,  "I,  therefore,  the  prisoner  of  the 
Lord,  beseech  you  to  walk  worthy  of  the 
calling  with  which  you  were  called,  with 
all  lowliness  and  gentleness,  with  long- 
suffering,  bearing  with  one  another  in 
love,  endeavoring  to  keep  the  unity  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.  There  is  one 
body  and  one  Spirit,  just  as  you  were 
called  in  one  hope  of  your  calling;  one 
Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism;  one  God 
and  Father  of  all,  who  is  above  all,  and 
through  all,  and  in  you  all.  But  to  each 
one  of  us  grace  was  given  according  to 
the  measure  of  Christ's  gift.  Therefore, 
He  says: 

"When  he  ascended  on  high. 
He  led  captivity  captive, 
And  gave  gifts  to  men."  (NKJV) 
Thank  you  so  much  for  the  privilege 
to  serve  you  in  this  present  age  as  your 
President  and  servant  leader. 
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The  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Inc., 
135*^  Annual  Session  Held  in  Fayetteville 


By  Reverend  Dennis  Leach,  BS.  M.  Div. 

May  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  peace 
of  this  glorious  season  be  with  all  of  you 
my  General  Baptist  State  Convention 
brothers  and  sisters.  The  135*  Annual 
Session  of  the 
General  Baptist 
State 

Convention  held 
in  Fayetteville, 
North  Carolina, 
was  a  rousing 
success.  The 
Convention  got 
underway  on 
Sunday,  October 
27*  with  a  spirit 
filled  enthusias- 
tic Pre- 

  Convention 

Musical  held  at  the  host  church,  Mount 
Olive  Missionary  Baptist  Chiu'ch,  where 
Dr.  Carl  E.  Brinkley,  Jr.,  is  the  Pastor. 
The  Mount  Olive  Baptist  Church  praise 
team,  and  the  united  Union  Association 
choir  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Becky 
White  Butler,  and  Mrs.  Octavia  Ivory  ren- 
dered the  music.  Their  spirit  filled  rendi- 
tions lifted  the  hearts  and  spirits  of  those 
in  attendance,  while  singing  traditional 
hymns,  contemporary  and  gospel  tunes. 

It  was  evident  from  the  outset  that  a 
great  deal  of  planning  went  into  the 
preparation  phase  for  this  135*  Annual 
Session,  between  the  Convention  staff, 
the  host  church,  and  the  election  commit- 
tee, because  for  the  most  part  everything 
went  off  without  a  hitch.  I  want  to  thank 


Rev.  Dennis 
Leach 


Dr.  Logan  for  his  directions  and  support, 
the  office  staff,  Ms.  Carol  Smith,  Ms. 
Mattie  Murphy,  Mrs.  Portia  Brandon,  Ms. 
Darcell  Nelson,  Ms.  Renee  Stimac,  Rev. 
Dennis  Brown,  Dr.  Robert  Home,  and 
Rev.  Eric  Harris  for  providing  profession- 
al support  and  service  to  the  delegates 
and  Conventioneers  alike.  I  also  want  to 
thank  the  election  committee.  Rev. 
Reginald  Wells,  Rev.  F.  O.  Bass,  and  Rev. 
Charles  Walton  for  their  tireless  efforts  to 
ensure  an  accurate  and  smooth  process. 

As  a  Convention  family,  we  owe  a 
great  deal  of  gratitude  to  the  host  church. 
Mount  Olive  and  their  esteemed  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Carl  E.  Brinkley,  Jr.  for  the 
tremendous  and  gracious  job  they  did 
hosting  this  Session.  The  host  church  and 
pastor  pulled  out  all  the  stops  and  spared 
no  kindness  in  greeting,  meeting,  and 
serving  Conventioneers,  and  delegates. 

Dr.  Fuller,  the  immediate  past 
President,  Dr.  Logan,  the  Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer,  and  Dr.  Freddie 
Barnes,  the  Program  Committee 
Chairman,  worked  in  tandem  and  were 
able  to  provide  delegates  and 
Conventioneers  with  an  awesome  Annual 
Session  that  highlighted  some  great 
preaching,  lecturing,  singing,  and  memo- 
rable moments.  Dr.  Fuller  was  honored 
during  the  Presidential  Night  for  his 
groundbreaking  ministry  efforts  as  our 
President.  The  guest  speaker  during  that 
service  was  Dr.  William  J.  Shaw, 
President  of  the  National  Baptist 
Convention,  USA  Inc. 

Dr.  Sidney  Locks  brought  to  the 


Convention  elected  public  officials,  and 
those  running  for  public  office  during  the 
Political  Forum  period  to  address  dele- 
gates. Additionally,  the  honorable 
William  Jefferson  Clinton,  the  forty-sec- 
ond President  of  the  United  States  called 
and  addressed  Conventioneers  about  the 
importance  of  the  Mid-Term  elections. 
Former  President  Clinton  also  said  he  was 
looking  forward  to  sharing  with  this 
Convention  during  this  year's  Annual 
Housing  Banquet  scheduled  for 
December  6,  2002  in  Raleigh. 

On  behalf  of  this  great  Convention,  I 
want  to  congratulate  the  newly  elected 
officers  of  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Inc.  in  the 
persons  of: 

Dr.  Charles  T.  Bullock,  President 
Dr.  John  H.  Grant,  Vice  President  At- 
Large 

Rev.  Howard  Parker,  First  Vice  President 
Rev.  Nilous  Avery  II,  Second  Vice 
President 

Dr.  Leonzo  Lynch,  Third  Vice  President 
Rev.  Ricky  Banks,  Fourth  Vice 
President 

Dr.  Gloria  Gerald,  Recording  Secretary 
Dr.  Patricia  Robinson,  Assistant 

Recording  Secretary 
Dr.  A.  T.  Griffey,  Statistician 
Dr.  Jasper  Reed,  Historian 
Dr.  J.  Ray  Butler,  Parliamentarian 

I  want  to  also  thank  those  persons  who 
ran  for  GBSC  offices  and  who  were  not 
elected  for  your  willingness  to  offer  both 
your  time  and  talents  to  this  great 
Convention.  This  135*  Annual  Session 


could  not  have  been  the  success  that  it 
was  without  all  of  those  persons  who 
were  a  part  of  the  program.  Whether  you 
were  on  the  program,  or  served  in  support 
of  the  program,  your  contributions  count- 
ed, and  the  Convention  thanks  you. 

Finally  on  behalf  of  Dr.  Logan,  the 
officers,  and  members  of  this  Convention, 
I  want  to  thank  the  outgoing  administra- 
tion for  your  labor  of  love  and  ministry  to 
this  Missionary  Baptist  community.  You 
have  added  to  a  firm  foundation  a  level  of 
service  that  will  not  be  soon  forgotten  by 
your  General  Baptist  State  Convention 
brothers  and  sisters.  As  you  return  to 
your  various  ministry  fields  and  focus  on 
your  local  ministries,  we  are  confident 
that  as  God  blessed  us  through  your 
efforts  in  serving  this  Convention,  He  will 
bless  each  of  you,  and  make  firuitful  your 
kingdom  building  endeavors  in  the  places 
that  you  continue  to  serve.  I  want  to 
thank  those  who  served  as  our  photogra- 
phy team  for  the  outstanding  photographs 
of  this  135*  Annual  Session  of  the 
General  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
North  Carolina,  Inc.  As  a  team,  you  col- 
laborated and  did  superb  work  that  gives 
a  photographical  historical  record  of  our 
having  gathered  in  this  place.  It  is  my 
hope,  that  as  you  celebrate  this  joyous 
Jesus  season  and  look  forward  to  the 
coming  new  year,  the  grace  of  God  suffi- 
cient for  our  journey  and  the  peace  of 
God  that  makes  it  all  worthwhile,  over- 
shadow you.  ■ 


Holiday  Greetings  -  Thank  You\ 


By  Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan,  Jr. 
Executive  Secretary -Treasurer 

May  the  PEACE  of  our  SAVIOR  greet 
you  during  this  Holy  Holiday  Season! 
First  let  me  thank  each  of  you  for  your 
support  of  the  General  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Inc.  We 
end  this  year  and  begin  next  with  new 
GBSC  officers  and  leaders  -  the  first 
elected  and  selected  in  this  millennium. 
We  are  truly  a  chosen  generation:  We  lean 
on  and  depend  on  our  Lord  and  Savior. 

At  this  time  of  year,  as  Christians,  we 
celebrate  the  SEASONS:  Advent, 
Christmastide  and  New  Year.  This  is  an 
anointed  special  time  for  people  of  faith! 
In  Advent  we  prepare  to  celebrate 
Christmas  and  His  divine  birth.  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  reason  we  celebrate 
Christmas.  The  New  Year  signifies  anoth- 
er landmark  we  have  crossed:  A  road  we 
were  never  promised  to  travel;  a  mystery 
revealed  one  day  at  a  time;  a  hope  ful- 
filled! 

Prayer  and  Meditation  Highlight  of 
the  Advent  Season. 


The  voice  of  him  that  crieth  in  the  wilder- 
ness. Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the 
LORD,  make  straight  in  the  desert  a 
highway  for  our  God. 

Every  valley  shall  be  exalted,  and  every 
mountain  and  hill  shall  be  made  low; 
and  the  crooked  shall  be  made 
straight,  and  the  rough  places  plain: 

And  the  glory  of  the  LORD  shall  be 
revealed,  and  all  flesh  shall  see  it 
together:  for  the  mouth  of  the  LORD 
hath  spoken  it. 

The  voice  said.  Cry.  And  he  said.  What 
shall  I  cry?  All  flesh  is  grass,  and  all 
the  goodliness  thereof  is  as  the 
flower  of  the  field: 

The  grass  withereth,  the  flower  fadeth: 
because  the  spirit  of  the  LORD 
bloweth  upon  it:  surely  the  people  is 
grass. 

The  grass  withereth,  the  flower  fadeth: 
but  the  word  of  our  God  shall  stand 
forever. 

O  Zion,  that  bringest  good  tidings,  get 
thee  up  into  the  high  mountain;  O 
Jerusalem,  that  bringest  good  tidings. 


lift  up  thy  voice  with  strength;  lift  it 
up,  be  not  afraid;  say  unto  the  cities 
of  Judah,  Behold  your  God!  Isaiah 
40:3-9  (KVJ) 

I  want  to  encourage  us  to  set  aside 
special  time  for  spiritual  healing  and 
cleansing.  It  is  important  that  we  do  self- 
introspection  and  reflection.  Jesus  took 
time  to  go  to  the  mountain  for  spiritual 
strength.  "And  when  he  had  sent  the  mul- 
titudes away,  he  went  up  into  a  mountain 
apart  to  pray:  and  when  the  evening  was 
come,  he  was  there  alone.  Matthew 
14:23  (KJV).  Advent  gives  us  a  time  to 
grow  stronger  in  our  faith.  Time  alone 
with  Jesus  Christ  is  needed  in  our  lives. 
HOLIDAY  TIME  IS  HOLY  TIME  FOR 
CHRISTIANS. 

At  Christmas  we  share  the  gift  of  the 
Christ  child.  We  join  with  family  and 
fiiends  in  fellowship.  We  worship,  we 
seek  to  evangelize  and  we  glorify  God's 
love  for  us  through  his  son  Jesus.  The 
scriptures,  the  songs  and  the  prayers  of 
the  Christmas  season  give  us  reasons  to 
reaffirm  our  hopes  of  a  blessed  peace  in 
our  Lord.  Matthew  2:1  "Now  when  Jesus 
was  bom  in  Bethlehem  of  Judaea  in  the 


days  of  Herod  the  king,  behold,  there 
came  wise  men  from  the  east  to 
Jerusalem,  2  Saying,  Where  is  he  that  is 
bom  King  of  the  Jews?  for  we  have  seen 
his  star  in  the  east,  and  are  come  to  wor- 
ship him"  (KJV).  Let  Christmas  2002  be 
more  than  dinners,  decorations,  gifts  and 
parties.  Let  the  light  of  Jesus  shine  in  our 
lives.  Be  more  forgiving,  loving  and 
inclusive.  Let  us  fight  SIN  and  not  each 
other.  Let  love  abound  in  the  land. 

The  New  Year  begins  with  the  first 
month  in  the  Hebrew  year  and  January  in 
our  calendar  year.  The  law  of  Moses 
directed  that  the  New  Year  holiday  should 
be  observed  by  "blowing  the  trumpets" 
Numbers  29:1.  Thus  this  festival  is  also 
known  as  the  Feast  of  Trumpets.  Let  us 
lift  up  Jesus  Christ  in  joyful  praise  this 
New  Year!  This  "Watch-night", 
December  3 1 ,  2002,  give  God  praise, 
Jesus  the  victory  and  the  Holy  Spirit 
honor.  Remember  each  other  in  prayer. 
Let  Go  and  Let  God  order  our  footsteps. 
Let  our  first  New  Year's  Resolutions  be  to 
witness  to  some  lost  soul,  to  evangelize 
the  un-churched,  to  reach  those  in  need. 
Be  a  blessing!  ■ 


Baptist  Informer 


VICE  PRESIDENT'S  NEWS 


m  I 


From  the  Desk  of  the  New  Second  Vice-President 


By  Reverend  Nilous  M.  Avery,  II  -  M.  Div. 

'To  the  General  Baptist  family,  to 
those  sanctified  in  Christ  Jesus  and  called 
to  be  holy, 
together  with  all 
those  every- 
where who  call 
on  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ . . . 
Grace  and  peace 
to  you  from  God 
our  Father  and 
the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  I  always 
thank  God  for 
you  because  of 
(God's)  grace 
given  you  in 

Christ  Jesus.  For  in  (Christ)  you  have 


Rev.  Nilous 
Avery,  II 


been  enriched  in  every  way.  God,  who 
has  called  you  into  fellowship  with  His 
Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  is  faithful  and 
will  keep  you  strong  to  the  end  ..." 
{Romans  1:2-5,  8-9,  NflV} 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  the  opportunity 
to  serve  with  A  Passion  for  God  & 
Compassion  for  People.  Thank  you. 
General  Baptists,  for  your  overwhelming 
vote  of  confidence  at  the  135"*  Annual 
Session  of  our  storied  convention.  I 
humbly  and  gratefully  accept  God's  call- 
ing and  your  trust  in  our  desire  to  Glorify 
God  &  Edify  Others.  We  must  be  com- 
mitted like  never  before  to  address  needs 
of  concern  that  impact  and  confront  our 
conmiunities,  churches,  associations,  and 
convention. 

I  am  committed  to  working  with  our 
new  President  Dr.  Charles  Bullock;  \^ce- 


Presidents  Grant,  Parker,  Lynch,  Banks; 
and  other  newly  elected  officers  of  the 
Convention,  Executive  Secretaries  Logan 
and  Brodie;  auxiliary  heads  and  all  who 
work  tirelessly  as  kingdom  builders  for 
God  in  Christ  Jesus.  The  mantle  of  min- 
istry and  leadership  is  a  charge  to  keep 
that  involves  a  deep  and  sincere  diligence. 
We  must  not  take  it  lightly.  The  very 
lives  and  souls  of  humanity  hang  in  the 
balance.  We  are  commanded  to  be  foot 
soldiers  for  the  Master's  military  maneu- 
vers in  this  spiritual  warfare  that  pits 
Good  against  evil. 

Words  are  not  adequate  to  express  the 
humility  and  gratitude  that  I  have  for  such 
a  time  as  this.  Previous  laborers  who 
have  served  as  Second  Vice-President, 
and  most  recently  Dr.  Howard  Parker, 
have  set  a  high  standard  of  excellence. 
By  the  power,  presence,  and  provision  of 
God's  abundant  grace,  I  pledge  to  uphold 


that  standard  under  the  blood-stained  ban- 
ner of  the  resurrected  Christ. 

With  the  guidance  of  our  anointed  and 
appointed  leaders,  our  challenge  is  to 
specifically  "assist  the  President  in  the 
operation  of  the  Convention"  and  "chair 
the  Committee  for  the  Department  of 
Foreign  Mission"  (Article  V,  Section  6.4 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  GBSC  of  N.C, 
Inc.).  The  irrunediate  general  goals  of 
this  ministry  will  be: 

•  constant  and  consistent  efforts  to 
improve  in  ministry  for  God; 

•  seeking  to  develop  a  deep  sensitivity 
to  the  needs  of  humanity; 

•  increase  growth  in  the  ability  to 
articulate  the  Gospel  in  ways  that  are  rel- 
evant, challenging,  meaningful,  and  tran- 
scendent; 

•  encourage  and  lead  all  individuals. 

See  AVERY,  Page  7 


News  From  Central  Children's  Home 


Expressions  of  Gratitude  for  Support 


Rev.  Ricky 
Banks 


By  Reverend  Ricky  L.  Banks 

And  thou  shalt  teach  them  diligently 
unto  thy  children,  and  shalt  talk  of  them 
when  thou  sittest  in  thine  house,  and 
when  thou  walkest  by  the  way,  and  when 
thou  liest  down, 
and  when  thou 
risest  up. 
Deuteronomy 
6:7 

I  want  to  first 
and  foremost 
thank  God  for 
my  recent 
appointment  as 
Fourth  Vice- 
President  of  the 
General  Baptist 
State 

  Convention  of 

North  Carolina,  Inc.  I  want  to  express 
my  gratitude  for  all  the  prayers  and  sup- 
port I  received  from  the  saints  throughout 
North  Carolina.  I  pledge  to  do  all  I  can 
within  my  God  given  ability  to  carry  on 
the  work  of  the  convention  in  a  way  that 
will  be  pleasing  and  acceptable  to  god. 
Again  I  say  thank  you. 

My  charge  will  be  working  with  the 
Central  Children's  Home  in  Oxford, 
North  Carolina. 

An  anonymous  writer  wrote: 

If  a  child  lives  with  criticism,  he 
learns  to  condemn. 

If  he  lives  with  hostility,  he  learns  to 
fight. 

If  he  lives  with  fear,  he  learns  to  be 
apprehensive. 

If  he  lives  with  pity,  he  learns  to  feel 
sorry  for  himself. 

If  he  lives  with  tolerance,  he  learns  to 
be  patient. 

If  he  lives  with  jealousy,  he  learns  to 
feel  guilty. 

If  he  lives  with  ridicule,  he  learns  to 


be  shy. 

If  he  lives  with  shame,  he  learns  to  be 
ashamed  of  himself. 

If  he  Uves  with  encouragement,  he 
learns  to  be  confident. 

If  he  lives  with  praise,  he  learns  to  be 
appreciative. 

If  he  lives  with  acceptance,  he  learns 
to  love. 

If  he  lives  with  approval,  he  learns  to 
like  himself. 

If  he  lives  with  recognition,  he  learns 
to  have  a  goal. 

If  he  lives  with  fairness,  he  learns  to 
value  justice. 

If  he  lives  with  honesty,  he  learns  to 
value  truth. 

If  he  Uves  with  security,  he  leams  to 
have  faith  in  himself  and  others. 

The  Central  Children's  Home  is  ask- 
ing for  your  support  in  the  transitional 
classroom  program.  The  program  allows 
teachers  and  aides  to  come  on  campus 
and  teach  the  children  who  cannot  func- 
tion in  a  regular  classroom.  We  are  fully 
aware  that  the  school  influences  the 
child's  developing  personality  in  area 
traits  and  in  formation  of  the  self -concept. 
The  school  sees  to  it  that  the  child 
accepts  the  cultural  values  as  a  price  for 
social  acceptance. 

Mr.  Michael  Alston,  Executive 
Director,  is  working  very  hard  to  receive 
National  Accreditation  by  the  National 
Association  Home  for  Children.  If  we 
can  help  you  in  your  churches,  associa- 
tions, or  any  auxiliary,  please  feel  free  to 
call  us  and  we  will  be  honored  and  hagpy 
to  come  and  share  more  on  this  worth- 
whife  ministry.  We  can  be  reached  at 
(252)  335-9777  or  (252)  267-3428.  So 
until  you  hear  from  us  again,  "Happy 
Holidays"  and  remember  we  need  your 
prayers  and  support.  ■ 


By  Dr.  J.  H.  Grant 
Vice  President  At  Large 

I  wish  to  thank  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention  family  for  your  vote  of 
confidence  in  electing  me  to  the  position 
of  Vice  President  At  Large  of  our  great 
and  historic 
Convention. 
"For  the  eyes  of 
the  LORD  range 
throughout  the 
earth  to 

strengthen  those 
whose  hearts 
are  fully  com- 
mitted to  him  .  . 
."  2  Chron.  16:9 
(NTV).  135 
years  of  exis- 
tence is  com- 

  pelling  and 

indisputable  evidence  that  the  Lord  has 
strengthened,  and  continues  to  strengthen, 
this  Convention  because  of  hearts  fully 
committed  to  Him. 

My  heart  is  fully  committed  to  God 


Dr.  J.  H. 
Grant 


and  to  serving  Him  through  this 
Convention.  As  such,  I  pledge  my  com- 
plete cooperation  with  and  full  support  of 
our  newly  elected  president.  Dr.  Charles 
Bullock.  As  constitutionally  mandated, 
and  at  his  direction,  I  will  fuUy  assist  our 
President  in  carrying  out  the  work  of  this 
Convention,  preside  over  the  Convention 
in  his  absence  or  at  his  request,  and  pre- 
side over  the  General  Board.  My  com- 
mitment is  to  serve  with  honor  and 
integrity  and  to  refrain  from  anything  that 
would  reflect  unfavorably  upon  either  this 
great  office  or  this  Convention. 

Again,  please  accept  my  sincere  grat- 
itude both  for  your  vote  and  for  the 
opportunity  to  serve  as  your  Vice 
President  At  Large.  I  am  also  available  to 
assist  our  pastors  and  churches  in  other 
ways  at  your  request.  You  may  contact 
me  at:  Mount  Zion  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  47  Eagle  Street,  Asheville,  NC 
28801;  phone  (828)  252-0515  (office)  or 
(828)  251-9477  (home);  fax  (828)  254- 
7150;  e-mail  jobeko@bellsouth.net.  ■ 


From  the  Desk  of  the  Third  Vice-President 


By  Dr.  Leonzo  D.  Lynch 


Dr.  Leonzo 
Lynch 


Thank  you, 
thank  you,  thank 
you.  A  special 
thanks  to  the 
members  of  this 
great  General 
Baptist  State 
Convention  of 
NC  for  your 
support  and 
confidence 
entrusted  to  me 
to  serve  you  as 
the  Third  Vice 
President  of  the 


Convention.  It  is  my  sincere  prayer  and 
desire  to  serve  this  great  convention  to 
the  glory  of  God.  Your  prayers  and  sup- 
port are  needed  as  we  attempt  to  Hold 
High  the  Blood  Stained  Banner  of  Jesus 
our  Christ.  Again,  thank  you. 

As  we  enter  this  Christmas  season,  let 
us  remember  that  Jesus  is  the  reason  for 
the  season.  God  bless  you.  ■ 


December  2002  5 


WOMEN'S  CONVENTION  NEWS 


Christmas:  God's  Love  In  Flesh 


Dr.  Priscilla 
Brodie 


By  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  Brodie 

The  calendar  season  of  Christmas  is 
now  upon  us,  and  what  meaning  has  it  for 
us?  We  express  it  in  many  a  way.  When 
asked  what  is  the  meaning  of  Christmas, 
one  person  gave 
the  following 
answer.  "I 
know  and  under- 
stand that  Christ 
is  the  reason  for 
Christmas.  It  is 
ultimately  a 
Celebration  of 
the  Birth  of 
Christ.  For  me 
it  is  also  a  time 
when  I  gather 
with  my  family 

  to  reflect  on 

what  great  things  God  has  done  for  my 
family.  Getting  ready  for  Christmas 
brings  much  anticipation  for  me.  I  enjoy 
the  family  gathering  and  watching  my  son 
open  his  presents.  Eating  dinner  on 
Christmas  Day  with  all  loved  ones  is  an 
indescribable  feeling.  It's  a  time  when 
everyone  can  just  relax  and  enjoy  the 
peacefulness  of  the  season.  Christmas 
should  not  be  a  time  of  stressfulness;  it  is 
a  time  to  rejoice  and  to  remember  for 
what  December  25"'  and  every  day  are 
really  intended." 

Yet  another  person  expressed:  "To  me 
Christmas  is  a  beautiful  recipe. 
Christmas  is  Christ,  and  Christ  within 
each  of  us  -  LOVE.  Christmas  reminds 
us  that  because  of  His  birth  we  have  a 
second  chance  at  life  in  abundance. 
Knowing  and  believing  this  help  each  of 


us  to  be  able  to  share  and  give  from  this 
truth  in  everything  we  say,  do,  or  touch 
with  love.  Jesus  is  love  and  the  Father 
proved  it  by  his  birth  and  his  death  so  we 
would  know  how  strong  and  powerful  the 
word  LOVE  really  is." 

Indeed  is  Christmas  God's  sharing  His 
love  in  flesh  with  the  families  of  the 
world.  "For  God  so  loved  the  world  that 
He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son,  that 
whosoever  believeth  in  Him  should  not 
perish,  but  have  everlasting  life,"  John 
3:16.  What  a  present  to  the  family  of 
Joseph  and  Mary!  What  responsibility 
had  been  shared  with  them,  to  provide  a  " 
home  for  the  Holy  Child  of  Virgin  Birth! 
What  love  nourished  their  home,  for  they 
had  accepted  God's  invitation  to  receive 
Jesus,  their  Savior  and  Lord!  He  "grew 
and  waxed  strong  in  spirit,  filled  with 
wisdom:  and  the  grace  of  God  was  upon 
him"  (Luke  2:40). 

However,  as  time  passed  and  He 
began  to  fulfill  the  mission  for  which  He 
was  sent,  there  were  other  families/per- 
sons within  the  world  who  did  not  receive 
Him  as  Savior  and  Lord,  though  He  was 
the  One  Who  had  created  them.  "But  as 
many  received  him,  to  them  gave  he 
power  to  become  the  sons  of  God,  even  to 
them  that  believe  on  his  name:  ...  He 
that  believeth  on  him  is  not  condemned: 
but  he  that  believeth  not  is  condemned 
already,  because  he  hath  not  believed  in 
the  name  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of 
God",  John  1:12,3:18. 

Christmas  continues  to  remind  us  of 
God's  GREATEST  GIFT  OF  LOVE, 
JESUS,  to  the  world  which  consists  of 
families  and/or  individuals.  Have  we  as 


families  and/or  individuals  received  this 
gift  as  our  Savior  and  Lord  so  that  we 
have  received  His  great  light,  love,  wis- 
dom, joy,  peace,  and  hope  and  His  inheri- 
tance? For  those  who  receive  Him  as 
Savior  and  Lord  are  joint-heirs  with  Him. 
Have  we  shared  the  good  news  of  this 
Jesus,  the  Christ,  our  Savior  and  Lord, 

with  other  fami- 
lies and/or  indi- 
viduals? What 
Gift,  Jesus,  have 
we  to  share  with 
the  world  at  this 
season  of  the 
year  that  we 
help  to  keep 
Christ  in 
Christmas! 
How  shall  we 
demonstrate  his 
embodied  mes- 
  sage  of  Love? 

"SHARE  HIS  LOVE" 

The  love  of  God  is  broad-er  than  earth's 
vast  ex-panse;  'Tis  deep-er  and  wid-er 
than  the  sea. 

Love  reach-es  out  to  all  to  bring  a-bun- 
dant  life,  For  God  so  loved  the  world  His 
only  Son  He  gave. 

All  those  who  have  trust-ed  in  God's  on- 
ly Son,  And  hold  this  pre-cious  treas-ure 
in  their  hearts.  Seek  ways  to  make  it 
known  to  all  who  need  to  know  That  God 
so  loved  the  world  His  on-ly  Son  He 
gave. 

We  show  the  love  of  God  each  day  we 
live.  Re-veal  Christ's  pres-ence  in  our 
lives;  And  how  the  Holy  Spir-it  guides  us 


Dr.  Julias 
McDonald 


day  by  day.  For  God  so  loved  the  world 
His  on-ly  Son  He  gave. 

Chorus: 

Share  His  love  by  tel-ling  what  the  Lord 
has  done  for  you.  Share  His  love  by  shar- 
ing of  your  faith.  And  show  the  world  that 
Je-sus  Christ  is  real  to  you  ev'-ry  mo- 
ment, ev'ry  day. 

—  William  J.  Reynolds 

HAVE  A  BLESSED  CHRISTMAS  IN 
CHRIST! 

REMINDERS 

The  2002-2003  Budget  is  in  the  amount 
of  $806,055.00:  Foreign  Missions 
$80,200.00,  State  Missions 
$565,855.00,  Shaw  University 
$49,500.00,  Shaw  Divinity  School 
$33,500.00,  Central  Children  Home 
$36,500.00,  and  Baptist  Assembly 
$40,500.00. 

On  Saturday,  January  11,  2003,  will  be 
the  One-Day  Session  of  the  Woman's 

Convention  at  the  Raleigh  Civic  Center, 
beginning  at  9:00  A.M.  for  Seniors, 
Young  Adults,  and  Youth.  Among 
the  guests  will  be  representatives  of 
our  objectives.  A-1  's  and  Lydia 
organizations,  and  preaching  will  be 
featured. 

Please  begin  praying  now  and  making 
preparations  to  attend  this  session. 
Also,  please  bring  a  very  generous 
gift  for  State  Missions. 

Suggested  financial  quotas  for  2002-2003 
have  been  sent  out  to  church  mission- 
ary circle  presidents  or  a  contact  per- 
son. If  your  church  has  not  received 
a  suggested  quota,  please  contact  the 
Convention  Office  immediately.*  ■ 


Practicing  Godly  Love  Affects  Christian  Ethics 


By  Mrs.  Carrye  W.  Pritchett 

On  November  2,  2002,  the  2V'  Annual 
Youth  Evangelism  Conference  hosted  by 
Halifax  County  Missionary  Union  was 
opened  with  Ms.  Vemice  Lassiter,  Youth 
President  presiding.  Ashley  Whitaker  and 
Joshua  Lashley  rendered  Scripture  and 
prayer  respectively,  both  youth  of  Halifax 
County.  The  presentation  of  colors  was 
presented  by  the  Northwest  Halifax 
County  Junior  Air  Force  ROTC.  The 
Youth  Choir  provided  a  program  of  soul- 
stirring  music  throughout  the  Conference. 

Beulah  Hubbard,  youth  president  of 
the  Union  and  a  member  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Roanoke  Rapids,  extended  a 
warm  welcome. 

Greefings  were  extended  by  Mrs. 
Audrey  P.  Battle,  president  of  the  host 
union  and  on  behalf  of  the  WBH&FMC 
where  she  serves  as  2"''  Vice  President. 
Others  extending  greetings  included  Mrs. 
Doris  High,  youth  supervisor  of  the 
Union;  Mr.  Ricky  Helms,  principal  of 


Northwest  Halifax  High  School;  Mrs. 
Julias  M.  McDonald,  president  of  the 
Woman's  Convention;  and  Mrs.  Ellender 
LeMay,  youth  supervisor  of  the 
WBH&FMC.  Mrs.  LeMay  stated  that 
youth  evangelism  suggests  that  we  should 
reach  out  to  win  the  lost  to  Christ.  She 
also  mentioned  that  the  youth  have  been 
challenged  to  read  the  Bible  through  in  a 
year. 

Dr.  Priscilla  A.  Brodie  gave  announce- 
ments relative  to  the  budget  and  upcom- 
ing events  of  the  Convention.  She  stated 
that  the  youth  department  exceeded  its 
budget,  which  was  more  than 
$100,000.00.  To  God  be  the  Glory!!! 

The  theme  discussions  on 
"Transforming  Family  Communication 
Through  Christian  Values  and  Ethics" 
were  beautifully  discussed  by  Ms. 
Kamillah  LeMay  of  District  8,  Group  1 
and  Ms.  Devon  Townsend  of  District  5, 
Group  2.  In  Kamillah 's  presentation  on 
values,  she  elaborated  on  several  values. 


which  included  love,  honor,  respect,  trust 
and  obedience.  She  stated  that  delayed 
obedience  is  disobedience.  She  also  stat- 
ed that  a  person's  value  would  control  his 
conduct. 

In  Devon's  presentation  on  ethics,  she 
stated  that  ethics  consist  of  principles  of 
honor  and  morality;  ethics  must  be  based 
on  God's  Word  and  accepted  rules  of  con- 


duct must  be  rooted  in  the  Word  of  God. 
Using  the  scriptures  Matthew  6:33,  22:37, 
and  Proverbs  3:5,  she  urged  the  youth  to 
seek  the  Kingdom  of  God  first;  to  love 
God  with  all -their  heart  and  to  trust  in  the 
Lord.  She  related  how  she  had  tried  all 
week  to  prepare  her  message,  but  it  was 

See  ETHICS,  Page  7 
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not  until  she  sought  God  in  Prayer  that 
she  was  able  to  write  her  message.  She 
concluded  the  message  by  saying  love  is 
a  commitment  and  one  should  not  let 
feelings  override  the  heart. 

As  usual,  the  youth  sharing  their  evan- 
gelism experiences  and  asking  questions 
is  always  a  highlight  of  the  conference. 
Numerous  questions  were  asked,  such  as  . 
. .  What  is  the  difference  between 
Christians  and  church  folks?;  Can  you  be 
mean  and  stiU  be  a  Christian?;  If  God  for- 
gives us,  why  won't  man  forgive  us?; 
How  do  you  minister  to  peers  but  still  act 
young  and  fit  in  with  their  peers?;  What 
is  the  real  meaning  of  tithing?  And  the 
questions  went  on  and  on  with  answers 
being  given  by  the  youth  panel  and  sever- 
al pastors. 

Minster  Jeremy  Buie  of  Mill  Branch 
Baptist  Church  and  of  Xavier  University 
rendered  a  very  challenging  message 
using  the  scriptures  John  3:16  and  John 


21:15-17.  The  message  title  was  "The 
Price  of  Love".  People  in  the  world  have 
to  steal  love  from  the  church.  They  have 
a  tendency  to  limit  their  love  to  their  cir- 
cles of  friends.  He  stated  that  we  should 
love  people  not  for  what  they  do,  but  in 
spite  of  what  they  do.  He  stated  that  it  is 
time  that  we  start  loving  one  another  as 
God  has  commanded.  He  also  reminded 
us  that  "the  price  of  love  requires  that 
Spirit  of  God,  a  selfless  mentality  and 
sacrifice."  He  said  that  we  must  be  will- 
ing to  pay  the  price  and  say,  "Lord,  I'll 
go;  Send  me." 

Reverence  Joseph  Battle,  pastor 
Quankey  Baptist  Church,  Roanoke 
Rapids,  extended  the  invitation  to 
Christian  discipleship  and  rendered  the 
altar  call  to  prayer. 

Complementary  bags,  prepared  by 
HCMU  youth  supervisor  Doris  High  and 
the  Union's  4""  Vice  President  Carolyn 
Battle,  were  given  to  the  youth  at  the 
door  of  the  conference.  ■ 
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Mrs.  Colene  Stanley  attended  the 
Conference  of  the  North  American 
Baptist  Women's  Union  held  at  the 
Wyndham  Rose  Hall  Resort  and  Country 
Club,  Montego  Bay,  Jamaica,  October  2- 
6,  2002.  Mrs.  Stanley  is  Immediate  Past 
Chairperson  of  Executive  Board  of 
WBSC  and  P'  Vice-President  of  the  Lott 
Carey  Woman's  Auxiliary. 

The  "Women  of  God  Becoming  One 
Spirit  and  Purpose"  theme  had  a  real 
statement  for  delegates  arriving  from  all 
comers  of  the  world. 

The  50*  Conference  was  one  of  such 
magnitude  that  the  coming  together  of 
women  from  all  over  God's  world  would 
leave  a  definite  mark  on  the  heart  and 
mind  of  those  in  attendance,  "A  new  life 
giving  experience."  It  was  a  pleasant 
experience  one  can  hold  close  to  the  heart 
and  mind  forever,  for  sure. 

No  one  attending  the  Conference 
could  forget  some  of  the  presenters,  per- 
formers, and  exciting  gospel  in  songs, 
"How  Wonderful".  Held  in  spiritual  fame 
was  a  person  as  Barbara  Joiner,  who  told 
of  a  lady  using  her  spoon  to  feed  rice 
from  a  rice  bowl  to  a  neighbor  who  had  a 
stroke.  The  challenge  is  Women  of  God, 
use  your  spoon  (use  what  you  have).  The 
Assembly  Leaders  and  the  Prayer 
Walkers  were  outstanding  to  say  the  least: 
Bible  Study  Leader,  Dr.  Molly  Marshall; 
Keynote  Speaker,  Reverend  Betty  Wright 
Riggins  on  women  in  Moses'  life;  Theme 
Interpreter,  Barbara  Joiner  (life  experi- 
ences); Spiritual  Aerobics  Instructor, 
Wendy  Young,  who  is  the  educator  and 
advisor  for  young  life  and  founder  of  the 
"Jesus  &  I"  Ministry  (Sister  to  our  very 
own  Reverend  Yvonne  Best,  Lott  Carey 
Woman's  Auxiliary.  (What  a  small  world 
we  live  in!)  Her  Caribbean  seaside  exer- 
cises were  body  flexing,  eye  openers,  and 


"keep  up  if  you  can"  exercises.  The 
music  and  praise  leaders  were  awesome, 
all  of  them. 

Dr.  Denton  Lotz,  Banquet  speaker, 
challenged  us  to  listen  with  our  hearts, 
minds  and  souls  to  Rachel  weeping  and 
calling  for  her  children.  Other  presenters 
were  Musical  Praise  Leaders,  Heavenly 
Praise  Dancers,  missionary  participants, 
and  the  historical  highlights  of  NABWU. 
All  in  all,  it  was  a  heavenly  experience 
here  on  Earth. 

The  program  outline  was  planned  and 
coordinated  so  that  one  could  not  afford 
to  miss  any  part  of  the  assembly  for  any 
reason,  from  the  opening  program  until 
the  closing.  Appropriate  breaks  were  part 
of  the  program. 

Our  very  own  Dr.  Beverly  Dunston 
Scott,  serving  as  president,  made  us  feel 
so  blessed  for  her  presentation  as  a  most 
dynamic  presider.  One  could  not  help  but 
say  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  for  just  the 
fact  that  she  is  our  own  Lott  Carey 
Woman's  Auxiliary  President.  Her 
address  to  the  Conference  on  lessons  she 
has  learned  turned  on  a  flashlight  of 
learning  on  all  of  us  listening. 

All  of  the  presenters  were  just  great. 
The  wisdom,  life  experiences,  shared 
prayers,  songs  of  faith,  love,  and  courage 
will  linger  for  times  to  come  as  bank 
shares  of  knowledge. 

Hats  off  to  the  planning  committee  for 
their  diligence  in  plaiming  the 
Conference.  Thank  each  of  you.  Thanks 
to  the  Lott  Carey  Women's  AuxiUary  for 
giving  me  this  golden  opportunity  to 
share  in  this  heavenly  experience  while 
here  on  Earth.  Congratulations  to  all  the 
women  who  shared  their  love  and  life  for 
those  of  us  who  had  not  had  this  glorious 
experience  before.  ■ 
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churches,  and  associations  to  support  for- 
eign missions  through  total  stewardship. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  past,  encour- 
aged by  the  present,  and  excited  about  the 
future.  Let  us  press  on  to  meet  the  chal- 
lenges that  are  before  us.  I  am  convinced 
that  we  will  do  all  the  good  we  can,  in  all 
the  places  we  can,  with  all  the  means  we 
can,  as  long  as  ever  we  can.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  comments,  or  would  like 
to  have  someone  visit  your  community 
regarding  this  ministry,  feel  free  to  con- 
tact me  at:  (704)  637-0954  -  (church; 
leave  message);  (704)  637-1137  -  (fax); 
averyrevkin@aol.com  -  (e-mail);  or  write 
Reverend  Nilous  M.  Avery,  II,  P.  O.  Box 
2767,  Salisbury,  North  Carolina  28145- 
2767. 

ANYONE  WHO  IS  INTERESTED  IN 


SERVING  ON  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR 
THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  FOREIGN 
MISSIONS  IS  ASKED  TO  PLEASE 
CONTACT  ME  AS  SOON  AS  POSSI- 
BLE. Deadline:  December  31^,  2002. 

Thank  you.  General  Baptists  from  all 
over  the  state,  for  the  opportunity  to  serve 
God  and  humanity.  A  special  thanks  is  in 
order  for  my  wife  Sherry,  my  son  Joshua, 
my  parents  Dr.  and  Mrs.  N.  M.  Avery, 
other  family  members,  the  Mount  Zion  _ 
family,  and  the  Rowan  and  Mud  Creek 
Associations.  I  deem  it  an  honor  and 
blessing  from  God  Almighty  to  continue 
in  the  spirit  of  unity,  love,  and  fellowship 
of  Christian  bonding.  I  ask  for  your 
prayers  and  your  support  for  the  awesome 
task  of  our  great  Convention.  "The  grace 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  be  with  you.  My  love 
to  all  of  you  in  Christ  Jesus.  Amen."  {I 
Corinthians  16:23-23,  NIV).  ■ 


December  2002 


WBH&FMC  Pictorial  Highlights  of  the  118^-  Annual  Session 


Banquet  Participants:  Dr.  Priscilla  Brodie,  Rev.  Mary  Young  (Speaker), 
Mrs.  Julias  McDonald,  Dr.  Charles  Bullock 


The  Johnny  B.  McLester  Banquet 
WBSC  President  Julias  McDonald,  Presiding 


The  Johnny  B.  McLester  Banquet 
Rev.  Mary  Young,  Speaking 


The  Johnny  B.  McLester  Banqueters 


Rev.  Lincoln  Lee 
Preaching 


Rev.  P.O.  Bass,  Jr.,  Host  Pastor 
Mount  Vernon  Baptist  Church,  High  Point 


Dr.  Howard  Parker,  Preaching 
Foreign  Missions  Night 


\bung  Adult  Presentation 
Foreign  Missions  Night 
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WBH&FMC  Pictorial  Highlights  of  the  IIS^"  Annual  Session 


Vice  President  Bronnie  Daniels 
Presiding 


Dr.  John  D.  Fiiller,  President,  GBSC 
Giving  Greetings 


President  Julias  McDonald 
Speaking  at  Wednesday  Morning  Session 


The  Dias  -  All  3  Departments 
Wednesday  Morning  Session 


Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  Brodie 
Presenting  Annual  Report 


Youth  Department  Mini-Concert 
Wednesday  Afternoon  Session 


Conventional  Choir  —  Wednesday  Morning 
Mr.  Waverly  Camp,  Director 


Top  L-R:  Dr.  John  Grant,  Dr.  Howard  Parker,  Dr.  Charles  Biallock,  Dr.  Leonzo 
Lynch,  Dr.  Jasper  Reed.  Bottom  L-R:  Rev.  Ricky  Banks,  Dr.  Gloria  Gerald,  Rev. 
Patricia  Robinson,  Rev.  Nilous  Avery,  II. 


North  Carolina  Baptist  Ushers'  News 


By  Alice  W.  McNair 

As  we  reflect  on  the  highlights  of  the 
One  Day  Session  of  the  North  Carolina 
Baptist  Ushers'  Convention  held  February 
23  at  the  Benton  Center  in  Winston- 
Salem,  North 
Carolina,  the 
words  of  the 
hymnal,  "May 
The  Work  I've 
Done  Speak  For 
Me",  certainly 
summarized  the 
service  rendered 
by  several  ush- 
ers. Honored 
with  a  plaque 
for  30  or  more 
years  of  contin- 

  uous  dedicated 

service  in  the  Ushering  Ministry  were 
Mrs.  Treva  Lesance  (68),  Second  New 
Light  Baptist  Church,  Tarheel,  NC;  Mrs. 
Effie  Cooper  (52),  New  Salem  Baptist 
Church,  Elizabeth  City,  NC;  and  Mr.  Roy 
Williams  (42),  Elizabeth  Baptist  Church, 
Elizabeth  City,  NC. 

The  North  Carolina  Baptist  Ushers' 
Convention,  Reverend  Oletha 
Troublefield,  President,  and  Mr.  Charlie 
Faison,  Vice  President,  and  ushers  of  the 
Kenansville  Eastern  Missionary  Baptist 


Forest 
Eaves 


Association  (Northern  District)  saluted 
these  ushers  for  outstanding  years  of  serv- 
ice: Lillie  Kelly  and  Willie  C.  Bowden 
(68),  Helen  Ingram  (62),  Nannie  Barfield 
(41),  Horace  Komegay  and  Louise  Brown 
(40).  Ushers  rendering  30  or  more  years 
in  the  Ushering  Ministry  included  the  fol- 
lowing: Shirley  Moore,  Gladys  Winston, 
Annie  Oates,  Lucy  Brinson,  Nanny 
Thompson,  Katie  Nichols,  Jannie  Hodges, 
Louise  Morrisey,  Rosie  Glaspie, 
Nathaniel  Simmons,  Dalphine  Lassiter, 
Evyonne  Dailey  and  Mary  E.  Outlaw. 

The  officers  of  the  North  Carolina 
Baptist  Ushers'  Convention  were  installed 
during  the  Installation  Service  of  the 
General  Baptist  State  Convention  held  on 
October  31.  The  host  church  for  the 
Annual  Session  was  the  Mount  Olive 
Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
Fayetteville,  NC.  President  Forest  Eaves 
and  the  elected  officials  have  vowed  to 
render  four  years  of  committed  service. 
The  officers  of  the  North  Carolina  Baptist 
Ushers'  Convention  thank  the  ushers  of 
the  Union  Missionary  Baptist  Association 
including  the  Mount  Olive  Grove 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  for  the  service 
rendered  during  the  convention. 

Reverend  Dennis  Leach  of  the  General 
Baptist  State  Convention  reflected  on  the 
Ushering  Ministry  during  a  Plaiming 
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Session  of  the  Ushers'  Convention 
Executive  Board  Meeting  on  Friday, 
November  8.  Reverend  Leach  also  lis- 
tened to  the  concerns  of  the  Executive 
Board.  The  meeting  was  held  at  the  site 
of  the  North  Carolina  Baptist  Ushers' 
Annual  Workshop,  the  J.J.  Johnson 
Baptist  Assembly,  Laurel  Hill,  NC.  On 
Saturday  following  the  Executive  Board 
Meeting  approximately  200  ushers  gath- 
ered to  participate  in  a  workshop  led  by 
Reverend  Marvin  T.  Clowney,  Dean,  Mr. 
Roy  Harris,  Assistant  Dean,  and  Ms. 
Eddie  A.  Culbreth,  First  Aid  Chairperson. 
Information  presented  during  the  work- 
shops will  be  included  in  a  future  article. 
Dean  Clowney,  officers  and  ushers  also 
praised  Reverend  William  Marable, 
Pastor,  and  the  choir  of  the  Star  of 
Bethlehem  Baptist  Church,  Fairmont,  NC 
for  the  blessing  received  through  the 


Word  and  the  hymns  of  praise!  President 
Eaves  also  expressed  appreciation  to 
Reverend  J.  C.  McLean,  officers,  ushers 
and  disciples  of  the  Star  of  Bethlehem 
Baptist  Church,  Laurinburg,  NC,  the  host 
church  for  the  Aimual  Workshop. 

Send  news  to  Alice  W.  McNair, 
Reporter,  Post  Office  Box  105,  Newton 
Grove,  NC  28366.  All  news  and 
announcements  must  be  received  no  later 
than  the  1"  of  each  month. 

Ushers,  as  we  are  approaching  the 
Christmas  Season,  let  us  remember  that 
"Jesus  is  the  Reason  for  the  Season"\ 
Let  us  glorify  Jesus  Christ  in  all  that  we 
do!  On  behalf  of  President  Eaves  and  the 
officers  of  the  Ushers'  Convention  have  a 
Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year! 


Zion  Association  Partnership  with  GBSC 
on  a  Certificate  Program 


The  Zion  Missionary  Baptist 
Association  in  their  annual  session  voted 
to  accept  a  partnership  with  the  General 
Baptist  State  Convention  to  offer  a  course 
in  "Making  Disciples". 

This  course  was  introduced  to  the 
association  by  Dr.  William  Thurston, 
Chairman  of  the  Department  of  Religion 
at  Shaw  University,  at  the  invitation  of 
the  Zion  Association  Sunday  School 
Convention  President,  Reverend  Dale 
Jordan. 

Reverend  Jordan  first  heard  of  the 
"Making  Disciples"  course  at  the  Trinity 
Session  of  the  GBSC  at  Rocky  Mount, 
North  Carolina.  Reverend  Jordan  had 
been  looking  for  a  program  that  would 
help  train  the  convention  and  the  associa- 
tion. Reverend  Jordan  felt  that  this 
course  was  what  Zion  needed,  so  he 
shared  his  vision  with  the  moderator, 
Reverend  Larry  Leake. 

Dr.  Thurston  was  invited  to  bring  this 
program  to  Zion.  First,  during  the  annual 


session  of  the  Sunday  School  convention, 
then  during  the  aimual  session  of  the  Zion 
Association.  The  association  voted  to 
implement  this  course,  and  a  planning 
committee  was  named.  The  members 
are:  Rev.  C.  Sturdivant,  Rev.  Dale 
Jordan,  Rev.  Walter  Ellerbe,  Moderator, 
Leake,  Rev.  Howard  Campbell,  Rev. 
Collene  Ellerbe,  and  Rev.  Richard 
Graham. 

The  "Making  Disciples"  course  will 
be  offered  at  two  sites  to  accommodate 
all  members  of  the  association.  One  site 
will  be  at  the  New  Parkers  Grove 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Wadesboro, 
NC,  and  the  Flint  Ridge  East  Missionary 
Baptist  Church,  Marshville,  NC.  Each 
site  will  have  three  different  classes  to 
accommodate  various  age  groups.  All 
instructors  will  be  persons  approved  by 
the  GBSC. 

Classes  for  the  "Making  Disciples" 
course  will  begin  early  in  January  with  an 
anticipated  enrollment  of  80  students.  ■ 


BookMe  327  Haywood  Rd.,  Asheville,  NC  28806  •  704-0804 

An  African-American  Book  Store  .  

Every  Sunday  Bulletin  Service  (Wamer  Press) 

You  only  have  to  order  to  receive  bulletins  regularly  at  low  cost  of  only  $4.20  per  100  bul- 
letins, postpaid.  You  save  $5.80  per  100  bulletins  based  on  counterpiece  of  10  cents  each. 
Let  us  send  information  on  how  you  can  start  saving  money  on  your  bulletins!  Cut  this  ad 
out  and  send  it  to:  BookMe,  3271A  Haywood  Rd.,  Asheville,  NC  28806. 
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2002  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
North  Carolina  Election  Results 


Submitted  by  Rev.  Reginald  A.  Wells 
Chairman  of  Elections  Committee 
Congress  of  Christian  Education 
GBSC,  N.C.,  Inc. 


Second  Vice  President 

Nilous  M.  Avery,  II 


Diane 
Newell 


Rev.  Charles 
Walton 
Election 

Registration 

Rev.  F.  O.  Bass 
Election 
Nominating 
Committee 

Mrs.  Portia  H. 
Brandon 
Ex-Officio 

President 

Charles  T. 
Bullock 


Dr.  Portia 
Brandon 


Third  Vice 
President 

Leonzo  Lynch 

Fourth  Vice 
President 

Ricky  Banks 

Historian 

Jasper  Reed 

Parliamentarian 

J.  Ray  Butler 

Recording 
Secretary 

Gloria  Gerald 


Vice  President- At-Large 
John  H.  Grant 

First  Vice  President 
Howard  Parker 


Assistant  Recording  Secr«;tary 
Patricia  Robinson 


Statistician 

T.  Griffey,  H 


GBSC  Is  Available  To  Work 
With  Churches 

By  Dr.  Archie  D.  Logan  Jr. 

Greetings!  The  General  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  is 
available  to  work  with  your  church  during  the  time  you  do  not  have  a 
Pastor.  We  will  work  with  the  Deacons  and  other  officers  to  provide 
guidance  as  you  search  for  a  new  pastor  to  lead  your  church. 

Some  of  the  things  we  offer: 

•  We  have  ordained  Baptist  ministers  available  to  assist  the  Deacons  in 
carrying  out  the  Church  Ordinances:  Lord  Supper  and  Baptism. 

•  We  have  ordained  clergy  who  can  serve  as  an  "Interim  Minister"  in 
your  church. 

•  Some  suggested  workshops: 

/  How  To  Select  An  Interim  Pastor? 

/How  To  Call  A  Pastor? 

/  How  Much  Should  We  Pay  Our  Pastor? 

/  Church  Administration 

/  How  To  Plan  A  Church  Budget 

/  Effective  Bible  Study 

/  Evangelism  Classes 

/  Special  Training  For  Deacons/Trustees 

/  Christian  Education  Planning 

/  Church  Development 

/  Please  call  if  you  are  interested  in  any  of  these  services! 
/  1-800-639-GBSC  (4272) 


Top  L-R:  Dr.  John  Grant,  Dr.  Howard  Parker,  Dr.  Charles  Bullock,  Dr.  Leonzo  Lynch,  Dr.  Jasper 
Reed.  Bottom  L-R:  Rev.  Ricky  Banks,  Dr.  Gloria  Gerald,  Rev.  Patricia  Robinson,  Rev.  Nilous  Avery,  II 

Solomon  Installed  as  Pastor 


Reverend  Melvin  Bryant  Solomon  was 
installed  as  the  pastor  of  the  Mount  Olive 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  Sunday, 
October  27,  2002,  at  4:00  p.m.  Reverend 
Solomon  is  the 
IS""  pastor  to 
serve  the  131- 
year-old  church 
located  in 
Vance  County, 
Henderson, 
North  Carolina. 
Dr.  Richard  M. 
Henderson, 
Pastor  of  the 
Mount  Pleasant 
Missionary 
Baptist  Church, 
Rev.  Melvin  Solomon   Sanson,  North 

Carolina,  delivered  the  Installation 
Sermon,  "Where  Do  We  Go  From  Here". 
Music  was  rendered  by  the  Mass  Choir  of 
the  Mount  Olive  Baptist  Church.  The 
Charge  to  the  Pastor  was  given  by 
Reverend  James  Whitaker  of  Pleasant 
Hill  Baptist  Church,  Enfield,  North 
Carolina.  The  Charge  to  the  Church  was 
made  by  Reverend  John  W.  Smith,  Pastor 
of  the  Little  Zion  Baptist  Church, 
Halifax,  North  Carolina,  and  the  Bethany 
Baptist  Church  of  Valentine,  Virginia. 
Other  service  participants  were  Reverend 
Lennis  Thorpe,  Pastor  of  Shocco  Chapel 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  Warrenton, 
North  Carolina,  Installation  Prayer; 
Reverend  Henry  D.  Gregory,  FV,  Pastor  of 
the  Frank  Price  Memorial  Presbyterian 
Church,  Black  Creek,  North  Carolina, 
presented  the  Bible;  and  Minister  William 
W.  Solomon,  brother  of  the  pastor  and  a 
member  of  the  Jesus  House  of  Prayer, 
Riverdale,  Maryland,  presented  the 
Hymnal. 

Reverend  Lacy  L.  Joyner,  Sr.,  Pastor 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Oxford, 
North  Carolina  and  Moderator  of  the 
United  Shiloh  Missionary  Baptist 
Association  of  which  Mount  Olive  is  a 
member  was  on  hand  to  bring  greetings 
from  the  Association.  Other  members  of 
the  clergy,  family  and  friends  were  pres- 


ent to  witness  this  milestone  in  the  life  of 
Pastor  Solomon  and  to  fellowship  during 
the  reception  following  the  service. 

Pastor  Solomon  is  a  native  of  Halifax 
County,^  North  Carolina.  Currently  he 
resides  in  Durham,  North  Carolina.  He  is 
married  to  Vemetta  Pratt  Solomon,  and 
has  one  son,  Timothy. 

In  1975  Rev.  Solomon  received  a 
Bachelor  of  Science  Degree  from  North 
Carolina  Central  University.  He  was 
awarded  a  Master  of  Divinity  Degree 
Irom  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Wake  Forest,  North  Carolina 
in  1991. 

Reverend  Solomon  acknowledged  his 
call  into  the  ministry  and  was  licensed  by 
the  First  Calvary  Baptist  Church  in 
Durham,  North  Carolina  on  April  19, 
1987.  He  was  ordained  by  the  East  Cedar 
Grove  Baptist  Association  on  December 
30,  1987. 

He  has  served  the  cause  of  Christ 
Jesus  in  the  following  positions:  Project 
minister  for  the  Baptist  State  Convention 
of  North  Carolina  (SBC),  1988-91; 
Evangelist  for  the  Yates  Baptist 
Association  (SBC),  Durham,  North 
Carolina,  1991-92;  Senior  Pastor  of  the 
Greenfield  Baptist  Church  in  Creedmoor, 
North  Carolina,  1992-95;  and  a  Clinical 
Chaplain  for  the  North  Carolina 
Department  of  Corrections,  1996-2002. 

He  has  conducted  workshops  on  such 
subjects  as  'The  Holy  Spirit",  "Church 
Administration",  "Pastoral  Care  -  Self 
Care",  and  "Christian  Counseling  in  the 
New  Millennium". 

Pastor  Solomon  is  a  former  BEH 
Teacher  of  the  Durham  Public  Schools 
system. 

Rev.  Solomon  holds  membership  in 
the  State  Employees  Association  of  North 
Carolina,  the  Association  of  Clinical 
Chaplains,  and  the  American  Association 
of  Christian  Counselors.  He  also  serves 
as  the  Parliamentarian  for  the  United 
Shiloh  Baptist  Association,  Inc. 

He  is  the  son  of  Mrs.  Minnie 
Copeland  Solomon  and  the  late  William 
Thomas  Solomon.  ■ 


December  2002 


A  Historical 


Observation 


By  Dr.  Jasper  P.  Reed,  Historian 
General  Baptist  State  Convention 

We  have  been  told,  on  numerous 
occasions,  that  necessity  is  the  Mother  of 
Inventions.  To  understand  how  this 
applies  to  the  Historian  and  ultimately  all 
of  us  who  are 
members  of  this 
Great  Baptist 
Organization, 
GBSC,  we  need 
to  step  back  and 
see  it  through 
the  eyes  of  our 
founding 
fathers.  The 
founding  of 
what  is  now 
known  as  the 
General  Baptist 

  State 

Convention  of  North  Carolina,  Inc: 
affords  us  the  opportunity  to  take  a  histor- 
ical retrospective  look  at  the  environment 
then  and  now.  Also  to  help  us  bring  into 
focus  the  relative  meaning  of  the  words, 
"maybe  it  will  go  away",  particularly  if 
there  were  outstanding  issues  at  that  time. 

On  Thursday,  October  17,  1867,  our 
founding  fathers,  guided  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  were  led  to  formulate  what  we  now 


Dr.  Jasper 
Reed 


know  as  GBSC.  It  is  recorded  that  they 
met  at  First  African  Baptist  Church,  in 
Goldsboro  circa  4  PM  on  that  date. 
Theirs  was  to  commence  growing  this 
Convention  with  the  help  of  the  Lord. 
There  were  outstanding  issues.  October 
1867  was  less  than  two  years  after  the  13* 
amendment  to  the  constitution,  which 
freed  the  slaves,  was  passed.  Also  it  was 
just  two  years  and  ten  months  after 
President  Lincoln  proposed  the 
Emancipation  Proclamation  which  was 
designed  to  free  some  but  not  all  slaves. 
While  we  were  politically  free,  we  were 
still  enslaved  in  many  ways.  These  were 
still  trying  times.  Churches  were  under 
attack  by  soldiers  robbing  them  of  their 
wares.  These  were  also  days  of  missed 
Opportunities.  It  was  apparent  that  God 
was  speaking  through  the  hearts  of  our 
founders  to  the  issues  of  the  time.  Listen 
how  He  used  Moses  to  speak  to  us  in 
Deuteronomy  4:32,  "For  ask  now  of  the 
days  that  are  past,  which  were  before 
thee,  since  the  day  that  God  created  man 
upon  the  earth,  and  ask  from  the  one  side 
of  the  heaven  unto  the  other,  whether 
there  hath  been  any  such  thing  as  this 
great  thing  is,  or  hath  been  heard  like  it?" 
This  great  thing  as  it  applies  to  us  is  the 
GBSC. 


What  were  those  days  like  leading  up 
to  our  beginning?  Andrew  Johnson  was 
President  and  the  Carolinas  were  under 
the  watchful  eyes  of  a  military 
Government.  They  ruled  over  civil  gov- 
ernments and  replaced  duly  elected 
Officials  when  deemed  necessary.  The 
northern  influences  were  being  felt. 

Blacks  were  free  to  vote  but  they 
along  with  everyone  else  had  to  pay  a  tax. 
Most  were  unable  to  pay  the  tax  because 
of  their  economic  conditions.  There 
existed  a  tremendous  disparity  in  Black 
Education  that  impacted  our  economy. 
Because  of  the  ravages  of  slavery  they 
were  less  prepared  to  survive  in  a  free 
society,  even  though  by  population  count 
they  outnumbered  the  white  population  in 
many  districts.  Note  that  our  founding 
fathers  were  perceptive  enough  to  recog- 
nize all  forms  of  enslavements  to  include 
cultural  enslavement.  They  embarked 
upon  a  course  of  spiritual  development 
that  was  designed  to  prepare  us  to  unite 
under  a  single  banner  by  studying  God's 
word,  uniting  in  worship  with  Him,  learn- 
ing about  our  history,  creating  organiza- 
tions where  we  can  work  together  to 
advance  His  Kingdom's  work  here  on 
earth,  and  do  this  with  respect  to  the 
rightness  or  wrongness  of  our  conduct. 


and  the  goodness  or  badness  of  our 
motives.  Not  only  did  they  found  a  con- 
vention, churches,  and  districts,  they  also 
founded  Institutions  for  Academic 
Education  and  Training  to  prepare  us  for 
entry  in  to  multiple  fields  of  service  to 
humanity. 

This  is  the  Legacy  that  we  inherit  as 
we  move  into  our  136"^  year  of  service  to 
God  and  man.  Where  are  we  today?  Do 
we  need  to  look  at  ourselves?  The  Bible 
says  history  repeats  itself.  Before  we 
begin  to  feel  comfortably  about  our  per- 
sonal situations,  motives,  and  actions 
come  with  me  to  Ecclesiastes  3:15,  "That 
which  hath  been  is  now;  and  that  which  is 
to  be  hath  already  been;  God  requireth 
that  which  is  past."  Whatever  we  do  we 
should  not  abandon  or  destroy  the  com- 
mitment made  by  our  founders  to  make 
GBSC  the  greatest  convention  in  the 
nation.  History  dictates  this  course  of 
action  for  us  this  day.  Please  pray  for 
GBSC  that  it  might  continue  to  grow  and 
perform  in  accordance  with  God's  lead- 
ing. Each  of  us  should  do  a  personal 
inventory  to  see  where  we  are  in  respond- 
ing to  "maybe  it  will  go  away".  The  "it" 
being  the  conditions  that  existed  in  the 
year  1867.  ■ 


GMBC  Partners  with  Triad  Baby  Love  Plus 
Program  to  Decrease  Infant  Mortality 


North  Carolina  ranks  4*  in  the  nation 
for  infant  mortality.  Forsj^h  County  con- 
tinues to  fall  behind  the  state  and  nation 
in  the  reduction  of  infant  mortality. 
According  to  the  North  Carolina  State 
Center  for  Health  Statistics  for  2001  -  the 
infant  death  rate  in  Forsyth  County  in 
comparison  to  other  counties  of  its  popu- 
lation. Although  the  state  average  of 
infant  deaths  seems  to  be  slowly  decreas- 
ing overall,  the  percentage  of  those  deaths 
being  from  African-American  descent  has 
increased. 

Efforts  to  address  this  problem, 
Galilee  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
received  a  $14,000  grant  from  the  Triad 
Baby  Love  Plus  Program  to  help  reduce 
the  infant  mortality  rate  in  Forsyth 
County.  Under  the  leadership  of  Pastor 
Robert  L.  McGowens,  Sr.,  the  Church's 
Care  Ministry  was  established.  The  Care 
Ministry  is  an  extension  of  the  Church's 
vision  that  views  the  church  as  the  foun- 
dation for  a  stronger  and  healthier  com- 
munity in  which  all  may  thrive. 

The  ministry  is  a  partnership  with 
local  community  agencies  in  Forsyth 


County  to  improve  the  health  of  African- 
American  babies.  The  focus  of  the  min- 
istry is  African- American  women  of 
childbearing  age  who  live  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  community.  Monthly  informa- 
tion sessions  will  be  held  to  teach  the 
women  holistic  and  spiritually  based 
health  promotion  behaviors  to  improve 
the  health  of  infants  and  children. 

According  to  Teresa  Tyson,  the  min- 
istry's coordinator,  facilitators  from  local 
community  agencies  will  discuss  a  vari- 
ety of  topics  such  as:  child  safety,  immu- 
nizations, growth  and  development,  nutri- 
tion, family  planning,  substance  abuse, 
domestic  violence,  sexually  transmitted 
diseases,  mentoring,  self-esteem,  employ- 
ment and  budgeting. 

Please  call  Galilee  Missionary 
Baptist  Church  for  dates  for  the  next  class 
time  and  to  register. 

Galilee  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
575  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  Drive 
Winston-Salem,  NC  27101 
(336)  724-3857 


www.gbsc.org 


THANK  YOU 


TO  THE  GENERAL  BAPTIST  CONVENTION  FAMILY: 

Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  supported  my  candidacy  and 
voted  for  me  during  the  annual  session  of  the  General 
Baptist  State  Convention  of  NC,  Inc.  I  shall  continue  to 
work,  support  and  lift  up  issues  I  believe  to  be  pertinent  to 
the  Convention. 

Again,  thanks  to  all  of  you  and  may  God  continue  to  bless 
each  of  you. 

In  His  Service, 

James  W.  Smith,  M.Div.,  JD 

JAMES  W.  SMITH 

146  Presidents  Drive 
Durham,  North  Carolina  27704 
Email:  jsmith9450@aol.com 
Telephone:  (919)  479-0501 
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Dolores 
Griffey 


By  Delores  Griffey 

What  About  Forgiveness? 

Scripture  References:  Psalm  32:1;  Acts 
5:29-42;  13:38-39;  26:18;  Ephesians  1:7; 
Mark  3:28-29;  Psalm  51. 

Forgiveness  of 
Our  Sins  by 
God. 
Why  Is 
Forgiveness 
Important  and 
Necessary? 
Because  we 
have  all  sinned 
against  and  have 
offended  God, 
our  creator  and 
Judge. 

Because  we  are 
guilty  and  deserve  God's  punish- 
ments for  our  sins. 
Because  we  are  in  danger  of  dying  in  our 
sins  and  then  there  is  no  hope  for 
ever  and  ever. 
Because  we  are  in  danger  of  everlasting 

punishment. 
"These  shall  go  away  into  everlasting 

punishment  but  the  righteous 
unto  eternal  life"  (Matthew  25:46; 

Revelation  20:15). 
Because  without  God's  forgiveness  and 
cleansing  from  our  sins  we  cannot  go 
to  Heaven  when  we  leave  this  world. 
Because  we  are  in  danger  in  getting  used 
to  and  set  in  our  ways  and  our  hearts 
become  hardened  toward  God  to 
where  we  will  never  listen  to  God 
and  change. 

Bible  Examples  of  People  in  Need  of 
Forgiveness: 

Joseph  (Genesis  50:15-21) 

Joseph  had  been  sold  by  his  brothers 
to  slave  traders  who  brought  him  to  Egypt 
and  sold  him  to  the  captain  of  Pharoah's 
guard.  It  is  quite  an  interesting  story  told 
in  Genesis,  chapters  37-50.  Joseph  even- 
tually became  ruler  of  Egypt  next  to 
Pharoah.  There  came  a  severe  famine  to 
that  part  of  the  world  and  Joseph's  broth- 
ers came  to  Egypt  to  buy  com.  They  did 
not  recognize  Joseph  but  Joseph  recog- 


nized them.  He  had  his  whole  family  (70 
persons)  move  to  Egypt  and  took  care  of 
them.  By  and  by  their  father  Jacob  died 
and  with  Pharoah's  permission  was  taken 
back  to  his  homeland  for  burial.  The 
brothers,  knowing  their  father  was  dead, 
thought  Joseph  might  now  get  revenge  on 
them.  Read  the  story  of  their  asking  for- 
giveness and  receiving  it  from  Joseph  in 
Genesis  50:15-21. 

Israel  after  making  and  worshipping  a 
golden  calf  (Exodus  32). 

"The  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  I  have 
seen  this  people,  and  behold,  it  is  a  stiff- 
necked  people:  Now  therefore  let  me 
alone,  that  my  wrath  may  wax  hot  against 
them,  and  that  I  may  consume  them  and  I 
will  make  you  a  great  nation"  (Exodus 
32:9-10). 

After  going  down  from  the  mount  of 
God  and  seeing  the  situation,  verses  31- 
33  read: 

"And  Moses  returned  unto  the  Lord, 
and  said.  Oh,  this  people  have  sinned  a 
great  sin,  and  have  made  them  gods  of 
gold.  Yet  now,  if  you  will  forgive  their 
sin — ;  and  if  not,  blot  me,  I  pray  you,  out 
of  your  book  which  you  have  written. 
And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses, 
Whosoever  has  sinned  against  me,  him 
will  I  blot  out  of  my  book.  Therefore 
now  go,  lead  the  people  unto  the  place  of 
which  I  have  spoken  unto  you:  behold, 
my  Angel  shall  go  before  you:  neverthe- 
less in  the  day  when  I  visit  I  will  visit 
their  sin  upon  them.  And  the  Lord 
plagued  the  people,  because  they  made 
the  calf,  which  Aaron  made." 

We  all  are  in  need  of  forgiveness 
whether  at  home,  school,  playground, 
mall  or  church.  We  need  to  ask  God 
daily  to  forgive  us  and  to  create  unto  us  a 
clean  heart.  We  need  to  ask  our  brother 
to  forgive  us.  Then  came  Peter  to  him, 
and  said.  Lord,  how  oft  shall  my  brother 
sin  against  me,  and  I  forgive  him?  till 
seven  times?  Jesus  said  unto  him,  I  say 
not  unto  thee,  Until  seven  times:  but. 
Until  seventy  times  seven.  Matt  18:21-22. 
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By  Dr.  Elbert  Lee 

How  can  gerontology  help  to  con- 
tribute to  a  better  way  of  life  for  the  eld- 
erly? Dr.  Elbert  Lee,  a  consultant  to  the 
Institute  on  Gerontological  Ministries  and 
Services,  Shaw  Divinity  School,  seeks  to 
provide  answers 
in  the  discipline 
of  gerontology, 
a  program  that 
he  initiated  and 
conducted  for  a 
number  of  years 
at  the  school. 
From  biology, 
psychology, 
sociology,  eco- 
nomics, political 
theory,  medi- 
cine, health  care 
delivery,  philos- 
ophy and  reli- 
gion, facts  have  been  collected  to  improve 
the  quality  of  life  for  the  aged.  Dr.  Lee 
brings  his  insights  from  these  areas  to 
help  equip  students  for  ministry  to  the 
aged. 

It  is  Dr.  Lee's  contention  that  the 
Shaw  Divinity  School  is  in  a  unique  posi- 
tion, for  it  is  one  of  the  few  seminaries  in 
the  country  that  offers  a  curriculum  in 
gerontology  for  ministers  and  religious 
workers. 

Dr.  Lee  notes  that  there  is  a  faculty  of 
weU-trained  personnel  in  ministry  that 
can  provide  for  services  to  older  adults, 
especially  so  among  blacks  involved  in 
local  parish  ministries.  The  program  of 
gerontological  ministries  developed  out  of 
the  interest  of  forrrier  students,  who  saw 
the  need  for  receiving  some  formal  train- 
ing in  gerontology  and  geriatrics,  and  per- 
sons from  Wake  and  neighboring  counties 
who  saw  similar  needs. 

Today,  there  are  numerous  students 
enrolled  in  the  gerontology  program, 
thanks  to  the  hard  work  and  dedication  of 
Dr.  Lee.  We  salute  him  for  bringing  such 
an  outstanding  and  innovated  program  to 
the  Divinity  School. 

Doctors  study  the  illnesses  of  older 
people,  biologists  study  the  physical 
changes  aging  brings  to  the  cells  of  the 
body,  psychiatrists  study  mental  illness 
among  older  people,  psychologists  study 
age  changes  in  sensory  perception,  econ- 
omists study  the  income  requirements  of 
older  people,  architects  design  special 
housing  for  older  people,  and  the  sociolo- 
gists study  the  relationship  between  older 
people  and  their  society  and  culture. 
Almost  every  area  of  study  dealing  with 
man  or  his  needs  has  a  branch  which 
deals  with  older  man.  All  of  these  tiny 
branches  of  these  many  fields  come 
together  under  the  name  of  gerontology  - 
literally  the  logic  of  aging. 

There  are  four  related  but  separate 


aspects  to  the  study  of  aging.  The  biolog- 
ical aspect  deals  with  physical  aging  -  the 
body's  gradual  loss  of  the  ability  to  renew 
itself.  The  psychological  aspect  deals 
with  the  sensory  processes,  perception, 
motor  skills,  intelligence,  problem-solv- 
ing, understanding,  learning,  drives,  and 
emotions  of  the  aging  individual.  The 
biological  and  psychological  changes, 
which  occur  with  advancing  age  coupled 
with  the  social  environment  of  the  indi- 
vidual, produce  a  third  aspect  -  the 
behavioral.  This  aspect  of  aging  deals 
with  attitudes,  expectations,  motives,  the 
self-image,  social  roles,  personality,  and 
psychological  adjustment  to  the  situation. 
Finally,  the  sociological  aspect  of  aging 
deals  with  the  society  in  which  aging 
occurs,  the  influence  this  society  has  on 
the  aging  individual,  and  the  influence  he 
has  on  it.  The  older  person's  health, 
income,  work,  and  leisure,  as  these  relate 
to  his  family,  friends,  voluntary  associa- 
tions, and  religious  groups,  as  well  as  to 
society  in  general,  the  economy,  the  gov- 
ernment, and  the  community  are  all  part 
of  the  sociology  of  aging. 

These  four  aspects  of  aging  -  biologi- 
cal, psychological,  behavioral,  and  socio- 
logical -  are  all  interrelated  in  the  life  of 
any  older  person. 
Shaw  Divinity  School 

•  Institute  of  Gerontological  Ministries 
and  Services 

•  Motto  "Looking  at  Aging 
Professionally  and  Theologically" 

The  church  meeting  the  major  needs  of 
the  elderly. 

The  Church  and  Gerontology  offers: 

•  A  Christian  perspective  on  aging. 

•  A  spiritual  pilgrimage. 

•  A  program  for  older  adults  in  the 
church. 

•  Community  concerns  for  the  aging, 
(a  handbook  about  care  in  the  home) 

•  Information  on  Home  Health 
Services. 

•  Evaluating  the  Quality  of  Home  Care 
Services. 

•  How  to  arrange  a  Homebound 
Person's  Environment. 

•  Setting  Goals  and  Objectives  for 
Church  Programs. 

•  Nutritional  concerns. 

This  program  will  feature  the  following: 

•  Physical  Fitness/Exercise  Program. 

•  Theological  courses  will  be  offered  at 
the  Shaw  Divinity  School  for  the 
Master  Degree  and  Diploma 
Program. 

•  Support  Groups  for  certain  days  of 
the  week.  ■ 
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Keeping  Food  Safe  at  Holiday  Events 


Dr.  Mary 
Jacobs 


By  Dr.  Mary  D.  Jacobs 
Project  Coordinator 

This  is  the  season  for  holiday  celebra- 
tions. Don't  let  "foodbome  illness"  be  an 
uninvited  guest  at  your  large  family  and 
church  events.  Every  year  hundreds  of 
cases  of  food- 
bome illnesses 
occur  after  these 
events  because 
cooks  are  not 
familiar  with 
how  to  handle 
large  volumes  of 
food  safely.  Just 
remember,  an 
ounce  of  preven- 
tion from  food- 
bome illness  is 
worth  a  pound 

  of  cure.  Follow 

the  following  advice  from  the  North 
Carolina  Cooperative  Extension  Service 
to  keep  food  safe  from  harmful  bacteria. 
Practicing  Good  Personal  Hygiene 
Following  the  tips  below  will  greatly 
reduce  the  chance  that  harmful  bacteria  or 
chemicals  will  contaminate  food. 

•  Wash  your  hands  with  soap  for  at 
least  20  seconds  before  beginning  any 
food 

preparation.  Wash  also  after  retum- 
ing  from  the  bathroom;  after  touching 
dirty 

surfaces;  after  using  cleaning  mate- 
rials; and  after  touching  your  eyes,  nose, 
or 

mouth. 

•  Do  not  dry  your  hands  on  cloth 
towels  because  they  may  be  a  source  of 

contamination.  Use  paper 

towels. 

•  Wear  plastic  gloves  if  you 
have  sores,  cuts,  or  scrapes  on  your 
hands.  These 

injuries  contain  bacteria, 
which  could  be  transferred  to  the  food. 

•  Never  lick  cooking  utensils  or 
dip  your  fingers  into  food  to  taste  it.  This 
could 

contaminate  the  food.  Instead, 
use  a  clean  spoon  to  dip  out  a  portion  to 
taste. 


•  Restrain  your  hair  by  wearing 
a  hair  net  or  pulling  it  back  in  a  ponytail. 

•  Do  not  wear  artificial  nails  or 
jewelry.  The  only  jewelry  that  should  be 
wom  is 

a  wedding  band. 
Transporting  Fresh  Food 
Safely 

When  transporting  foods  from  the 
market  or  home,  store  the  following  items 
on  ice  and  refrigerate  them  immediately 
when  you  reach  your  destination: 

•  Raw  meats,  fish,  and  poultry. 

•  Deli  meats. 

•  Eggs. 

•  Emits  and  vegetables. 

•  Dairy  products. 

Eresh  foods  are  highly  perishable. 
Chill  them  in  a  reftigerator  in  waterproof, 
plastic  bags  or  containers.  When  trans- 
porting them  in  a  non-refiigerated  vehi- 
cle, completely  immerse  the  food  or  con- 
tainers in  ice.  The  following  foods  may 
be  immersed  directly  or  in  plastic  bags  in 
ice  or  icy  water:  whole,  raw  fmits  and 
vegetables;  cut,  raw  vegetables,  such  as 
celery  or  carrot  sticks  or  cut  potatoes; 
tofu;  and  raw  chicken  or  fish.  Do  not  eat 
ice  used  to  keep  foods  cold  or  put  it  in 
drinks  because  it  is  not  safe  to  consume. 
Preparing  Food  Safely 

When  preparing  foods,  there  are  many 
opportunities  for  cross-contamination.  To 
prevent  this: 

•  Use  only  equipment,  utensils,  and 
surfaces  that  have  been  properly  cleaned 
and 

sanitized.  Make  a  sanitizing  solu- 
tion by  adding  one  teaspoon  of  unscented 

bleach  to  one  gallon  of  warm  (not 
hot)  water. 

•  Store  raw  meat  and  poultry  sepa- 
rately from  foods  that  will  not  be  cooked 
or 

that  are  ready-to-eat,  such  as  fiaiits 
and  vegetables  and  other  cooked  foods. 

•  Use  separate  cutting  boards  and 
utensils  to  prepare  raw  meats  and  poultry. 
This 

decreases  the  chance  of  contaminat- 
ing foods  that  are  ready-to-eat. 

Cooking  Food  Safely 
Prepare  food  no  more  than  one  day 
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before  it  will  be  served  -  unless  it  is  to  be 
frozen.  Never  partially  cook  food,  let  it 
sit,  and  then  finish  cooking  it.  This 
allows  bacteria  to  grow  and  toxins  to 
form.  (Toxins  are  poisons  that  some  bac- 
teria produce.)  Because  some  toxins  are 
not  destroyed  by 
heat,  reheating 
food  that  has 
been  at  unsafe 
temperatures  . 
will  not  destroy 
them. 

Cook  meat  and 
poultry  thor- 
oughly to  kill 
harmful  bacteria. 
The  only  safe 
way  to  make 
sure  meat  or 
poultry  is 

cooked  well  is  to  use  a  food  thermometer: 

•  Poultry  should  be  cooked  to  at  least 
165°  E 

•  Ground  meat  should  be  cooked  to  at 
least  155°  E 

•  Egg  dishes  should  be  cooked  to  at 
least  155°  E 

•  Pork  or  beef  roast  should  be  cooked 
to  at  least  145°  E. 

•  Eish  should  be  cooked  to  at  least 
145°  E 

You  can  buy  a  food  thermometer  at  a 
department  store,  hardware  store,  or  gro- 
cery store  for  $5  to  $12. 

Serving  Food  Safely 

When  serving  food,  keep  hot  foods 
hot  and  cold  foods  cold.  Bacteria  grow 


Dr.  Anita 
Holmes 


best  in  foods  that  are  between  90°  E  and 
100°  E,  which  is  lukewarm.  During  hold- 
ing, hot  foods  should  be  at  least  140°  E  or 
hotter,  while  cold  foods  should  be  at  most 
40°  E  or  colder.  The  best  way  to  maintain 
these  temperatures  is  to  use  smaller  serv- 
ing dishes  or  trays  and  rotate  them  often 
from  the  oven,  stove,  or  refrigerator. 
Using  hot  plates  and  ice  also  is  helpful. 

Never  leave  food  out  for  more  than 
two  hours.  After  this,  food  should  be 
eaten  or  discarded. 

Cleaning  and  Sanitizing 

Store  dirty  utensils,  dishware,  and 
cooking  equipment  in  a  large  covered 
container.  Dirty  items  attract  flies  and 
other  insects,  which  are  germ-  and  dis- 
ease-carriers. It  is  best  to  wash  and  sani- 
tize these  items  at  another  location  where 
a  three-compartment  sink  or  a  dishwasher 
is  available. 

Proper  Garbage  Removal 

•  Have  several  plastic  or  metal 
garbage  cans  with  plastic  liners  and  lids 
available 

to  prevent  garbage  overflow. 

•  Arrange  access  to  an  industrial- 
sized  garbage  receptacle  so  garbage  cans 
may 

be  emptied  frequently. 

Remember,  foodbome  illness  is  nearly 
100  percent  preventable  -  just  handle 
food  safely  from  the  time  it's  bought  until 
it  is  served. 

Try  this  "Heart  Healthy"  Savory 
Potato  Salad  at  one  of  your  celebrations. 
Be  sure  to  keep  it  chilled  to  prevent  food- 
bome illness. 


RECIPE  OF  THE  MONTH 

Savory  Potato  Salad 

6  medium 

potatoes  (about  2  lbs.) 

2  stalks 

celery,  finely  chopped 

2  stalks 

scallion,  finely  chopped 

1/4  cup 

red  bell  pepper,  coarsely  chopped 

1/4  cup 

green  bell  pepper,  coarsely  chopped 

1  Tbsp 

onion,  finely  chopped 

1  egg,  hard  boiled,  chopped 

6  Tbsps 

mayonnaise,  light 

1  tsp 

mustard 

1/2  tsp 

salt 

1/4  tsp 

black  pepper 

1/4  tsp 

dill  weed,  dried 

Wash  potatoes,  cut  in  half,  and  place  them  in  cold  water  in  a  saucepan. 

Cook  covered  over  medium  heat  for  25  to  30  minutes  or  until  tender. 

Drain  and  dice  potatoes  when  cool. 

Add  vegetables  and  egg  to  potatoes  and  toss. 

Blend  together  mayonnaise,  mustard,  salt,  pepper,  and  dill  weed. 

Pour  dressing  over  potato  mixture  and  stir  gently  to  coat  evenly. 

Chill  for  at  least  one  hour  before  serving. 

Makes  10  servings.  Serving  size:  ?  cup 

Calories 

98 

Eat 

2g 

Saturated  Eat           less  than  1  g 

Cholesterol 

21  mg 

Sodium 

212  mg 
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Faith  and  Fitness 
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Leach 


The  Status  of  Our  Health 
"]^s  Jesus  Tempted  to  Overeat?" 
By  Charolette  H.  Leach,  BS.  M.  S. 

Family  Get-togethers,  Church 
Fellowships,  Office  Parties,  Banquets  . .  . 
All  of  these  gatherings  equate  to  food, 
food,  and  more  food.  The  season  of  cele- 
bration is  upon 
us  and  our  histo- 
ry and  tradition 
says  that  we  are 
to  celebrate  with 
food.  This  fact 
does  not  cause  a 
problem  if  we 
are  using  disci- 
pline and  will 
power  concern- 
ing what  we 
serve,  how  we 
cook  what  we 

  serve,  and  what 

and  how  much  we  eat.  We  must  be  real, 
and  accept  the  fact  that  the  major  chronic 
diseases,  namely  heart  disease,  stroke, 
high  blood  pressure,  and  diabetes  that  are 
prevalent  in  the  African  American  popula- 
tion are  linked  to  two  factors,  improper 
nutrition  and  inadequate  physical  activity. 

I  recently  spoke  with  a  parishioner 
who  had  decided  that  she  would  work 
hard  to  lose  five  pounds  before 
Thanksgiving,  so  that  she  could  balance 
out  her  weight  gain  during  the  holidays. 
There  is  a  positive  aspect  to  her  approach, 
namely  that  she  admits  that  she  will  prob- 
ably gain  weight  during  the  holiday  sea- 
son and  should  plan  to  do  something  to 
counteract  it.  Let  me  suggest  that  a  more 
appropriate  approach  might  be  to  develop 
a  plan  to  handle  the  temptation  to  overeat, 
and  to  incorporate  increased  physical 
activity  to  insure  that  weight  is  not 
gained. 

The  more  conversations  that  I  have 
with  persons  from  my  church  and  others, 
the  more  convinced  I  am  of  the  fact  that 
many  of  us  lack  discipline  in  this  area. 
But  I  see  evidence  that  persons  who  may 
lack  discipline  with  regard  to  caring  for 
their  health  by  making  changes  in  their 
diet  and  becoming  physically  active,  may 
be  very  disciplined  in  other  areas  of  their 
lives.  This  is  a  plus,  because  these  per- 


sons have  proven  that  discipline  is  some- 
thing that  they  possess  and  can  accom- 
plish. It  is  quite  possible  that  these  per- 
sons have  not  come  to  the  realization  of 
the  importance  of  this  area  of  discipline. 
My  prayer  is  that  the  importance  will  be 
seen,  acknowledged,  and  acted  upon 
before  serious  health  issues  arise. 

When  we  consider  discipline,  our  per- 
fect example  is  in  the  Ufe  of  our  Lord  and 
Savior,  Jesus  Christ.  I  imagine  that  Jesus 
was  disciplined  in  every  aspect  of  his  life. 
We  know,  for  example  that  he  had  a  very 
discipline  prayer  life  and  that  he  arose 
early  in  the  morning  to  spend  time  with 
God.  We  can  use  him  as  our  example 
with  regard  to  our  prayer  life.  As  we 
struggle  with  the  temptation  to  overeat, 
do  you  think  that  Jesus  was  ever  tempted 
to  overeat? 

For  we  have  not  an  high  priest  which 
cannot  be  touched  with  the  feeling  of- 
our  infirmities;  but  was  in  all  points 
tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin. 
Hebrews  4:15 

This  scripture  insures  us  that  Jesus  in 
some  way  felt  every  temptation  that  we 
have  felt  or  will  feel.  I  believe  that  this  is 
why  it  was  so  crucial  for  Jesus  to  walk 
this  earth  as  a  human  being. 

Jesus  was  tempted  and  shows  us  how 
to  handle  temptation  when  he  was  led 
into  the  wilderness. 

And  when  the  tempter  came  to  him, 
he  said,  If  thou  be  the  Son  of  God,  com- 
mand that  these  stones  be  made  bread. 
But  he  answered  and  said.  It  is  written, 
Man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by 
every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the 
mouth  of  God.  Matthews  4:3-4 

In  this  instance,  since  Jesus  had  fasted 
for  40  days,  we  can  easily  say  that  if  he 
had  succumbed  to  the  temptation  for 
bread  that  we  would  have  easily  under- 
stood. The  important  issue  of  this  temp- 
tation is  priority.  Jesus  was  obviously 
hungry,  but  his  spiritual  stance  and  over- 
coming the  tempter  took  precedence.  We 
have  many  examples  of  Jesus  eating  in 
the  Bible,  but  I  believe  that  Jesus  looked 
to  food  simply  as  a  way  to  fuel  his  physi- 
cal body  to  have  energy  to  do  the  will  of 
God.  When  considering  the  gatherings 
where  food  was  served,  Jesus  never  had 
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the  focus  on  food.  Jesus  always  focused 
on  meeting  the  needs  of  the  people. 

We  must  strive  to  get  to  a  place  of 
using  food  as  God  intended  and  as  Jesus 
did,  to  fuel  our  bodies  to  have  energy  to 
do  God's  will.  We  sometimes  use  food  as 
the  answer  to  a  lot  of  questions,  when 
food  is  not  really  the  answer.  I  feel 
bored,  what  should  I  do?  I  must  be  hun- 
gry. I  feel  depressed,  what  should  I  do? 
Some  food  will  cheer  me  up.  I  feel  lone- 
ly, what  should  I  do?  Food  will  be  my 
companion.  I  feel  anxious,  what  should  I 
do?  I  must  need  something  to  eat. 

Let  us  therefore  come  boldly  unto  the 
throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain 
mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of 
need.  Hebrews  4:16 

When  we  look  to  food  as  the  inappro- 
priate answer  and  allow  it  to  be  more  than 
what  God  intended,  we  can  boldly  pray 
for  help  in  our  time  of  need. 

Unformnately,  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
the  problems  that  many  of  us  have  in  this 
area  are  escalated  because  of  the  busyness 
of  the  season  and  all  of  the  functions  that 
we  attend  which  are  centered  around 
food.  Following  are  some  suggestions  to 
help  with  staying  on  track  with  regard  to 
taking  care  of  your  health  through  the 
holiday  season  and  beyond.  Use  some  of 
these  suggestions,  as  you  pray  for 
strength  to  do  what  is  right  for  your 
health.  Have  a  Joyous  and  Safe 
Holiday  Season!  Be  Blessed! 
Preparing  food  for  your  family,  vour 


congregation,  or  for  guests; 

•  Make  changes  to  recipe  ingredients  to 
lower  the  fat  content  (Use  unsweetened 
applesauce  instead  of  oil,  use  evaporated 
milk  instead  of  cream) 

•  Use  vegetable  juices  for  basting, 
instead  of  fat 

•  Make  fruits  and  vegetables  a  primary 
part  of  the  menu 

•  Use  whole  grains  to  prepare  side  dishes 

•  Eliminate  one  high-fat  dish  from  the 
menu  you  normally  serve 

At  the  Gathering: 

•  Do  not  arrive  famished,  eat  something 
light  and  filling  before  you  arrive 

•  Choose  the  most  nutritious  items  first 

•  Take  small  portions  and  be  selective 

•  Allow  yourself  one  or  two  pieces  of 
high  fat  food 

•  Do  not  allow  the  food  to  be  the  focus 
of  the  gathering,  take  time  to  have  a  con- 
versation with  people  you  do  not  know 

Other  Suggestions; 

•  Collect  the  money  that  your  group 
would  spend  for  a  holiday  luncheon  and 
donate  it  to  a  worthwhile  charity  instead 

•  Plan  a  walk  or  other  active  outing  for 
your  family  or  group 

•  Take  steps  to  maintain  your  physical 
activity  program  ■ 


Reduce  the  Risks  of  Flu  and  Pneumonia 

The  "influenza  season"  in  the  US  is  from  November  through  April. 
Influenza  can  cause  fever,  cough,  chills,  sore  throat,  headache,  and  muscle  aches. 
People  of  any  age  can  get  influenza.  Influenza  causes  thousands  of  deaths  each 
year,  mostly  among  the  elderly. 

For  persons  with  diabetes,  getting  the  flu  can  mean  more  than  aches  and 
pains.  It  can  mean  being  sick  longer,  going  to  the  hospital,  as  well  as  dying.  The 
risks  are  even  higher  for  persons  with  other  illnesses,  such  as  heart  disease  and  kid- 
ney disease,  in  addition  to  diabetes.  About  50  percent  of  persons  with  diabetes  do 
not  get  an  annual  flu  shot. 

People  with  diabetes  are  also  at  high  risk  of  developing  pneumonia. 
Pneumococcal  disease  kills  more  people  in  the  United  States  each  year  than  all 
other  vaccine-preventable  diseases  combined.  Anyone  can  get  pneumococcal  dis- 
ease. However,  some  people  are  at  greater  risk  from  the  disease,  such  as  persons 
with  diabetes,  people  65  and  older,  the  very  young,  and  people  with  such  health 
problems  as  alcoholism,  heart  or  lung  disease,  kidney  failure,  diabetes,  HTV  infec- 
tion, and  certain  types  of  cancer. 

Reduce  the  risks  from  flu  and  pneumococcal  pneumonia,  the  cause  of  the 
most  common  form  of  severe  pneumonia.  Contact  your  doctor,  healthcare  provider 
or  local  health  department  for  dates,  times  and  places  where  flu  vaccines  are  given. 
Both  flu  and  pneumococcal  vaccines  are  covered  by  Medicare,  Part  B.  Make  sure 
to  talk  to  your  doctor  before  getting  vaccinated. 

For  further  information,  you  may  contact: 

•  Phillip  Tarte,  NC  Diabetes  Prevention  and  Control  Unit,  NC  Division  of 


Health 


Services -(919)  715-8180 

Your  local  health  department 

Centers  for  Disease  Control  and  Prevention 

http://www.cdc.gov/nip 


(800)  232-2522  and/or 
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HEALTH  AND  HUMAN  SERVICES 


Case  Stories:  Patients  and  their  Physicians 
discuss  their  cancer  and  their  cures 


Patient:  Reverend  Thomas  L.  Walker  - 
Pastor,  Ebenezer  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  Rocky  Mount,  North  Carolina 

Physician:  Dr.  Jerrold  Sharkey,  MD, 
FACS  -  Urology  Health  Center,  Tampa, 
Florida 

An  Evangelist 
for 

TheraSeed® 

It  just  might  be 
that  God  has 
chosen 
Reverend 
Thomas  Walker 
for  a  different 
kind  of  ministry, 
has  called  him 
to  battle  a  differ- 
ent kind  of 
devil.  In 

  Reverend 

Walker's  own  words,  his  mission  is  an 
"evangelism  of  health",  in  particular,  tes- 
timony to  the  truth  about  prostate  cancer 
and  its  threat  to  the  survival  of  men  and 


Rev.  Thomas 
Walker 


their  families. 

Consider  what  has  come  to  pass: 
Reverend  Walker's  Ebenezer  Missionary 
Baptist  Church  ministers  to  residents  of 
North  Carolina's  Edgecombe  and  Nash 
counties,  which  have  a  prostate  cancer 
rate  nearly  10  times  the  U.  S.  average. 
He  was  diagnosed,  then  cured  of  prostate 
cancer  at  age  47.  His  recording  of  "One 
Day  At  a  Time"  resulted  in  a  "gold 
album"  and  calls  to  appear  at  revivals 
across  the  United  States  where  he  never 
fails  to  spend  a  session  with  men  on 
prostate  cancer.  He  has  even  written  a 
highly  acclaimed  book,  which  he  is 
readying  for  a  second  printing.  Brother  to 
Brother:  You  Don't  Have  to  Die  with 
Prostate  Cancer. 

Denial  and  self-doctoring 

Reverend  Walker  reacted  to  the  news 
of  cancer  typical  of  many  men  diagnosed 
with  the  disease.  "Is  it  true?  Could  the 
doctor  have  made  a  mistake?  The  doctors 
say  this  is  a  slow  growing  cancer,  maybe 
I  can  out-maneuver  it.  Maybe  I  can 


COLLEGE  DAY  FAIR 

Sponsored  by  First  Baptist  Church  and  Fayetteville  State  University 

First  Baptist  Church 
302  Moore  Street 
Downtown  Fayetteville 


Saturday,  December  14,  2002 
10  a.m.  - 1:00  p.m. 

ALL  AREA  fflGH  SCHOOL  STUDENTS  &  THEIR 
PARENTS  ARE  ENCOURAGED  TO  ATTEND! 

We  have  invited  58  colleges  and  universities  from  six  states  to 
be  available  just  for  you!  Take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to 
talk  with  representatives  from  colleges  and  universities  about 
their  respective  institutions!  First  hand  information!  Li  one 
convenient  location!  Financial  Aid  Workshops  will  be  available. 


OVER  50  COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES  FROM  NORTH 
CAROLINA,  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  VIRGINIA,  GEORGIA, 
FLORIDA,  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA,  THE  NAVAL 
ACADEMY,  AND  WEST  POINT  ACADEMY  HAVE  BEEN 
INVITED  TO  PARTICIPATE!  DO  NOT  MISS  THIS 
OPPORTUNITY! 


For  more  Information,  Contact:  Mrs.  Ruth  Smith  @  (910)  483-6505  or 
Ms.  Nil<ki  Massey  @  (910)  675-1172. 


reverse  the  process  of  these  'out-of-con- 
trol'  cells  called  cancer."  Reverend 
Walker  embarked  on  a  crusade  to  "fix" 
his  cancer  consistent  with  a  man  of  his 
commitment  and  determination. 

"I  wasn't  ready  to  give  myself  over  to 
conventional  medical  procedures.  He 
complemented  an  initial  10-day  fast  fol- 
lowed by  a  diet  of  fruit  and  vegetable 
juices  with  a  rigid  exercise  program  and 
long  periods  of  lying  in  the  sun.  "I  tried 
every  nutritional  remedy  I  could  find." 
But  while  his  health  improved  otherwise, 
his  regimen  aggravated  his  cancer.  In  a 
matter  of  three  months,  his  PSA  rose 
from  5.4  to  9.5.  "I  thank  God,"  he 
recalled,  "that  1  quit  while  I  was  ahead." 

When  Reverend  Walker  did  seek  med- 
ical advice,  an  urologist  recommended 
radical  prostatectomy.  But  the  prospect 
of  being  incontinent  and  impotent  for  the 
rest  of  his  life  gave  him  pause.  He  also 
rejected  external  beam  radiation  in  light 
of  the  likely  side  effects:  diarrhea,  urinary 
retention,  and  inflammation  of  the  blad- 
der, penis  and  scrotum.  A  second  opinion 
produced  more  urging  to  undergo  surgery. 
His  PSA  was  already  high,  and  he  was 
told,  likely  to  advance  quickly  given  his 
young  age.  A  third  urologist  visit  was 
even  more  discomforting:  "he  said  that  if 
I  didn't  get  the  surgery,  I  would  be  dead 
before  age  55." 

His  "persistent,  caring  physician", 
urologist  Dr.  Joseph  Whisnant  finally 
moved  Reverend  Walker  to  action  with  a 
letter  expressing  his  grave  concern  over 
his  "paralysis  of  analysis",  and  subse- 
quently, in  another  of  seemingly  endless 
series  of  meetings  with  Reverend  Walker, 
information  about  brachytherapy. 

"Bingo!!!"  wrote  Reverend  Walker  in 
his  book.  His  next  referral  was  to  a  radia- 
tion oncologist,  who  referred  him  to 
another  urologist.  But  this  time  it  was  Dr. 
Jerrold  Sharkey. 

"As  a  doctor  who  performs  both  sur- 
geries and  brachytherapies,  I  am  infuriat- 
ed when  I  hear  doctors  with  biases 
towards  surgery,"  he  continued.  "They 
neither  offer  nor  explain  the  minimally 
invasive  option  of  brachytherapy.  And 
they  overestimate  the  cure  rates  and 
understate  the  risk  of  complications  with 
surgery." 

"We  found  no  sign  of  cancer." 

Reverend  Walker's  recollections  fol- 
lowing his  treatment  are  documented  in 
his  book. 

"Barring  slight  soreness,  most  of 
which  resulted  from  the  catheterization,  I 
felt  great."  A  year  later  at  a  follow-up 
visit,  Reverend  Walker  felt  even  better  as 
a  17-point  biopsy,  a  most  thorough  exam- 
ination, yielded  a  singe  declaration  from 


Dr.  Sharkey:  "We  found  no  sign  of  can- 
cer." 

Six  years  later.  Reverend  Walker  is 
cancer  free  and  a  man  of  God  on  a  mis- 
sion of  health.  He  has  worked  with  the 
American  Cancer  Society,  the  National 
Prostate  Cancer  Coalition  and  other 
health  organizations  to  build  awareness  of 
the  threat  of  prostate  cancer.  In  revival 
across  the  country  and  around  the  world, 
he  reserves  an  evening  to  meet  with  men 
to  discuss  the  need  for  screening  and  his 
'miraculous  cure'.  At  home,  he  talks 
about  prostate  cancer  from  the  pulpit  and 
on  his  daily  television  program,  "Making 
a  Difference  in  Your  Life".  He  works 
with  the  county  health  departments  and 
holds  annual  prostate  screenings  with  the 
local  urology  center. 

"Our  message  is  that  you  do  need  to 
get  yourself  checked,  first  of  all,  and  sec- 
ond, that  you  do  need  to  know  the 
options,"  he  stressed.  "You  do  need  to 
understand  that  prostate  cancer  can  be 
treated,  and  that  the  treatment  doesn't 
have  to  be  worse  than  the  disease." 

TheraSeed®  at  a  glance 

Independent  studies  demonstrate 
TheraSeed®  is  effective: 

•  TheraSeed®  is  clinically  effective 
for  prostate  cancer  patients  regardless  of 
Gleason  score.  (Palladium- 103 
Brachytherapy  for  Prostate  Carcinoma, 
John  C.  Blasko,  et.  Al.,  Seattle  Prostate 
Institute,  International  Journal  Radiation 
Oncology  Biological  Physicists,  Vol.  46, 
No.  4,  2000) 

•  TheraSeed®  boasts  a  significantly 
lower  incidence  of  long-term  complica- 
tions, including  incontinence  and  impo- 
tence, than  surgery.  (Long-term 
Complications  with  Prostate  Implants: 
Iodine-125  vs.  Palladium- 103,  Richard  E. 
Peschel,  et.  Al.,  Yale  University  School  of 
Medicine,  Radiation  Oncology 
Investigations,  Vol.  7,  No.  5,  1999) 

For  copies  of  these  studies,  visit  the 
TheraSeed®  website  at 
www.Theraseed.com,  and  click  "studies". 
Or  call  the  Prostate  Cancer  Information 
Center  at  1-800-458-4372.  ■ 
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INSTITUTIONAL  8c  SPECIALIZED  MINISTRIES 


The  ISM  Needs  Your  Support  for  a 
Special  Ministry  Initiative 


I  want  to  invite  all  GBSC  churches  to 
join  in  supporting  a  special  ministry  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  has  birthed  at  the  Federal 
Correctional  Complex  in  Butner,  North 
Carolina,  where  I  serve  as  the 
Supervisory  Chaplain/Pastor.  This  cor- 
rectional complex  has  four  institutions, 
with  an  iimiate  population  of  over  3,000 
souls.  My  vision  statement  says: 

"OUR  VISION  IS  REACHING 
PERSONS  INCARCERATED  OR 
VICTIMIZED  BY  CRIME,  THUS 

BRING  RECONCILIATION 
BETWEEN  GOD  AND  NEIGHBOR 
AND  PROMOTING  RESTORATION 
WITH  FAMILY  AND  SOCIETY." 

I  believe  the  ISM  is  a  cutting  edge 
arm  of  the  GBSC  and  we  are  seeking  to 
bring  iiuiovative  approaches  to  respond- 
ing to  the  crime  and  incarceration  crisis 
in  this  state.  Therefore,  on  March  3, 
2002,  the  Holy  Spirit  led  me  to  call  the 
Christian  men  at  FCC  Butner  to  come 
together  as  local  body  of  Christians  under 
the  unified  banner  of  the  Cross  of  Christ 
Church.  Presently,  this  embryonic  church 
has  been  growing  and  on  September  27, 

2002,  during  the  2^^^  Armual  Crime  and 
Incarceration  Conference  held  at  FCC 
Butner,  representatives  from  the  GBSC 
worshipped  for  the  first  time  with  the 
Cross  of  Christ  Church  at  the  FCC 
Chapel  of  Faith.  This  was  the  beginning 
of  the  birthing  of  this  special  church  plant 
within  the  prison.  The  mission  of  Cross 
of  Christ  Church  is  to  reach,  reconcile, 
and  restore  lives  impacted  by  crime  and 
incarceration.  The  men  of  this  church  are 
being  trained  in  biblical  discipleship  to 


fulfill  the  Great  Commission  within  the 
prison  to  others  who  are  incarcerated. 
This  ministry  model  is  essential  to  the 
ISM  objectives  and  goals.  I  am  praying 
this  church  model  of  prison  ministry  will 
be  embraced  throughout  the  state  of 
North  Carolina  in  our  state  prisons  as 
well. 

Therefore,  the  ISM  needs  your  prayers 
and  financial  support  in  2003.  The  year 
2003  will  be  the  year  this  embryonic 
church  plant  will  be  birthed  into  the 
GBSC  church  family.  GBSC  churches 
can  be  supportive  by  donating  any  church 
items  no  longer  used  or  needed  that 
would  be  helpful  in  prison.  Bibles  that 
are  large  print  and  in  modem  translations 
are  much  needed.  Bible  reference  books, 
concordances,  lecterns,  choir  robes,  etc. 
ALL  DONATIONS  AND  FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT  SHOULD  BE  SENT  TO 
THE  GBSC  HEADQUARTERS  IN 
RALEIGH,  N.C.  AND  DESIGNATED 
FOR  "PRISON  MINISTRY"  AT  603  S. 
WILMINGTON  STREET,  RALEIGH, 
NC2760L  WEBSITE - 
WWW.GBSC.ORG. 

The  year  2003  will  be  a  year  of  a  new 
and  special  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
emerging  from  behind  prison  walls 
because  these  times  demand  a  new 

approach  for  the  challenges  of  the  21^^ 
century.  Remember  to  pray  for  the  Cross 
of  Christ  Church! 

Contact  Information 
Michael  R.  Smith,  Sr.,  Supervisory 
Chaplain/Pastor 
Office  Tel.  (919)  575-3900,  ext.  6203 
Email  H  -  mrsmithgbsc(S)  aol.com  /  O  - 
mrsmith(5)  bop .  gov 


A&O  CHURCH  FURNITURE 


P.O.  Box  1053,  Jamestown,  NC  27282 


Showroom:  1005  Greensboro  Road,  High  Point,  NC 
27250 

Local  336454-5145  •  Fax  336-5583  •  ToU  1-800-523-9058 
E-mail  Address:  aochurchfumiture@hotmail.com 


■  Wholesale 

'  Pricing  to  Churches  & 
C'hurch-Allilialed  Schools 

•  Cliissroom  Sealing 

•  Chalkboards 

■  Bulleiin  Boards 

•  Folding  Tables 

•  Folding  Chairs 

•  Rocking  Chairs 

•  Slorage  Desks 

•  Teachers  Desks 


•  Easels 

•  Juvenile  Furniture 

•  Folding  Stages 

•  Activit)'  Tables 

•  Library  Furniture 
■  Folding  Doors 

•  Room  Dividers 

•  Office  Desks 

•  Cabinets 

•  Commercial  Carpet 


>  Lectern 

•  Coat  Racks 

•  Nurser}'  Cribs  &  Cots 

•  Pews 

•  Carpet 

•  Stained  Glass 

•  Pew  Upholstering 

•  Pew  Cushions 

•  Educational  Furniture 


A&O  is  Alpha  &  OMEGA  (Your  Source  for  Complete  Church  Furniture) 


INSTITUTIONAL  &  SPECIALIZED 
MINISTRIES  LEADERSHIP 


Michael  R.  Smith,  Sr.,  Chairman 
Senior  Chaplain/Pastor  -  Federal 
Correctional  Complex,  Butner,  NC 
Jeff  Locus,  Co-Chairman 
Chaplain/Pastor  -  Pamlico 
Correctional  Institution,  Bayboro,  NC 
Betty  Brown,  Coordinator  of  In- 
Prison  Ministries 

Chaplain/Pastor  -  NC  Correctional 

Institution  for  Women,  Raleigh,  NC 

Wright  Cadwell,  Coordinator  of  In- 

Prison  Ministries 

Associate  Minister  -  First  Baptist 

Church,  Raleigh,  NC 

Paul  Bridges,  Coordinator  of 

Aftercare  Ministries 

Associate  Minister  -  First  Baptist 

Church,  Raleigh,  NC 

Carolyn  Brown,  Coordinator  of 

Aftercare  Ministries 


Associate  Minister  -  North  End 

Baptist  Church,  Rocky  Mount,  NC 

Laura  Johnson,  Coordinator  of 

Victim  Ministries 

Assistant  Pastor  -  First  Baptist 

Church,  Zebulon,  NC 

Leonard  Shadding,  Coordinator  of 

Victim  Services 

Member  -  First  African  Baptist 

Church,  Goldsboro,  NC 

Michael  Pope,  Coordinator  At-Risk 

Youth  Ministries 

Associate  Minister  -  Oak  City  Baptist 

Church,  Raleigh,  NC 

Wavey  B.  Williams,  Coordinator  of 

At-Risk  Youth  Ministries 

Youth  Pastor  -  A.R.M.Y.  of  CHRIST 

Ministry,  Gastonia,  NC 


You  Are  Cordially  Invited  To  The 

GENERAL  BAPTIST  STATE  CONVENTION 
Of  NORTH  CAROLINA,  INC. 

"135™  YEAR  CELEBRATION" 

4*  ANNUAL  HOUSING  BANQUET 

Friday,  December  6,  2002 
7  PM 

RALEIGH  CONVENTION  CENTER 
500  FAYETTEVILLE  STREET  MALL 
RALEIGH,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

SPECIAL  INVITED  GUEST: 

THE  HONORABLE  WILLIAM  JEFFERSON  CLINTON 
42''''  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


ECCLESIASTES  3:4  \..  AND  A  TIME  TO  LAUGH...' 


Minister  Alcindor  Hankins 
Gospel  Comedian 
405  Creekbluff  Drive 
Fuquay-Varina,  North  Carolina  27526 
(919)  557-1227 


Psalms  46:10  "Be  Still  and  Know  That  I  am  God' 
"He's  More  God  Than  I  Ever  Need" 


December  2002 


135*''  Year  Annual  Highlights 


i 55'^  Year  Annual  Highlights 


Dr.  Charles  Bullock 


Dr.  Anita  Holmes 


f 


The  Honorable  Richard  H. 
Moore,  State  Treasurer 


Dr.  John  Grant 


Rev.  Ricky  Banks 


Dr.  Paul  Anderson,  Mrs.  Shirley  Bullock 


Mr.  Erskine  Bowles 


Mrs.  Diane  Newell  Mr.  Forest  Eaves  Rev.  Patrick  Cheston,  Rev.  Daimon  Rawlinson  Mr.  John  Gladden 


Dr.  A.T.  Griffey  Dr.  Thurman  Everett,  Dr.  John  Fuller  Dr.  H.C.  Miller,  Rev.  D.K.  Ferguson,  Rev.  Sandra  Trotter 


HIGHLIGHTS 


135*''  Year  Annual  Highlights 


Dr.  Perkins,  Dr.  Fuller 


Rev.  Charles  Walton,  Mr.  Terry  Johnson,  Rev.  Reginald  Wells 
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JAVE 

Birthday:  December  16, 1990 


Introducing  Jave... 

Jave  is  a  very  affectionate  child  who 
enjoys  being  read  to,  Hstening  to  music  or 
his  Nintendo,  and  listening  to  cartoons. 
He  likes  holding  his  toys,  such  as  his  bat- 
tery-operated guitar.  Jave  loves  to  be  held 


and  talked  to. 

Jave  is  blind  and  confined  to  a  wheel- 
chair. He  is  diagnosed  as  Unspecified 
Mental  Retardation  with  seizure  disorder 
and  asthma.  Jave  has  extreme  difficulty 
chewing  and  swallowing  anything  that  is 
not  cut  up  into  very  tiny  pieces.  Jave 
attends  an  ungraded  classroom  at  school 
where  he  receives  occupational  therapy  to 
help  him  chew  and  swallow  better,  as 
well  as  physical  therapy.  Birthday: 
December  16,  1990 

A  Family  for  Jave... 

Jave  has  extensive  disabilities  and  car- 
ing for  him  is  both  physically  and  emo- 
tionally demanding.  It  is  recommended 
that  Jave's  adoptive  family  be  aware  of 
and  desire  the  challenges  his  care  pres- 
ents, as  well  as  recognize  and  value  his 
strengths.  Jave  will  need  to  have  contin- 
ued contact  with  his  foster  mother,  as  she 
is  the  only  family  he  has  ever  known. 
(NC  #060-549) 

Introducing  Keisha... 

Keisha  is  a  cute  little  girl  with  a  beau- 
tiful smile  and  playful  personality.  She 
loves  to  read  and  is  a  big  fan  of  the  Harry 


KEISHA 
Birthday:  January  9, 1990 


Potter  series.  Keisha  also  likes  to  play 
with  her  Barbie  dolls  and  has  quite  an 
extensive  collection.  She  says  her  favorite 
color  is  Carolina  Blue  and  her  favorite 
food  is  vanilla  or  Oreo  Cookie  ice  cream. 
Keisha  does  well  in  school,  but  she 


much  prefers  the  socialization  part  to  the 
academics.  She  has  made  a  great  deal  of 
progress  with  her  counseling  that  is  help- 
ing her  understand  and  accept  her  feelings 
from  past  experiences,  as  well  as  grief 
and  separation.  Keisha  is  a  sensitive  girl 
with  a  strong  sense  of  fairness,  which  she 
often  perceives  as  equally  divided  adult 
attention.  Birthday:  January  9,  1990 

A  Family  for  Keisha... 

Keisha  is  very  attached  to  her  foster 
parent  and  is  a  little  hesitant  about  adop- 
tion, but  she  is  willing  to  meet  and  talk 
with  prospective  adoptive  families. 
Because  she  requires  a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion, Keisha  prefers  to  be  the  only  child  in 
the  family.  She  would  benefit  from  a  par- 
ent that  will  enjoy  spending  lots  of  one- 
on-one  time  with  her,  encouraging  her 
personal  growth  and  supporting  her 
progress.  (NC  #032-646) 

For  more  information  on  these  children  or 
adoption  in  general,  call  the  NC  Kids 
Adoption  and  Foster  Care  toll-free  hotline 
at  1-877-NCKIDS-l  (1-877-625-4371). 


The  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry  Hosts  Eastern  Conference 


V 


By  Earl  Horton 

Director  of  Public  Relations 

GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 

Ministry 

The  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 
Ministry  held  its  Eastern  Conference  on 
October  12"^  at  Sycamore  Hill  Baptist 
Church  in  Greenville,  NC,  where  the 
Reverend  Dr. 
Howard  Parker 
serves  as  pastor. 

This  confer- 
ence was  made 
special  due  to 
the  large  atten- 
dance of  the 
Greenville  Area 
Pastors.  They 
were  from  dif- 
ferent faiths  and 
came  together  to 
learn  more  about 

  adoption  and 

foster  care.  Also,  representatives  from  the 
various  county  departments  of  social  serv- 
ices and  private  agencies  attended  the 
conference  to  give  more  knowledge  about 
children  in  the  state  welfare  system." 

Dr.  Dorothy  Demby-Paige,  project 
director  of  GBSC/Bridges  Adoption  and 
Foster  Care  Ministry,  presided  over  the 
conference  and  made  sure  that  everyone 
who  attended  the  conference  did  not  leave 
with  any  doubts  about  adoption  and  foster 
care  of  African  American  children.  The 
GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry 


Dr.  Earl 
Horton 


Staff  consisted  of  the  Reverend 
Anthonette  Wright  (Director  of  Church 
Relations),  Earl  Horton  (Director  of 
Public  Relations)  and  Jo-Ellen  Paige 
(Field  Director)  who  made  presentations 
about  the  outreach  of  the  ministries' 
efforts  of  recruiting  families  in  the 
African  American  churches.  The  pastors 
were  very  concerned  of  identifying  fami- 
lies in  their  congregations  to  adopt  or  fos- 
ter children. 

Kim  Moody,  Pitt  County  DSS  Social 
Worker  gave  a  presentation  with  help 
from  her  daughter  to  explain  briefly  about 
the  MAPP  (Model  Approach  to 
Partnerships  in  Parenting)  training  classes 
that  potential  families  must  take  to  be 
considered  for  adopting  or  foster  children. 
NCKIDS  was  also  presented  on  the  fol- 
low up  procedures  for  those  families  that 
have  shown  interest  of  opening  their 
home  to  a  loving  child. 

The  Reverend  G.  I.  Allison,  GBSC 
Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Committee 
Chairman,  delivered  a  wonderful  address 
to  the  pastors,  social  workers,  volunteers, 
and  potential  families  about  the  need  for 
adoption  and  foster  care. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Reverend 
Allison's  speech.  Dr.  Demby-Paige  on 
behalf  of  the  GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster 
Care  Ministry  presented  two  families  cer- 
tificates of  appreciation  for  the  love  of 
adopting  children.  The  first  family  pre- 
sented a  certificate  was  Myron  and  Linda 
Brown  with  their  son.  Mr.  Brown  gave 


some  very  heartfelt  words  about  how 
important  it  was  to  adopt  a  child  into  their 
home  and  how  blessed  his  wife  and  he 
were  of  becoming  parents  to  their  son. 
Darryl  and  Lisa  White  was  the  second 
family  that  was  presented  a  certificate  of 
appreciation.  They  will  soon  become  the 
parents  of  an  infant  baby.  The  Whites 
also  gave  words  of  encouragement  of  why 


adoption  was  very  important  to  them  and 
the  difference  they  are  making  to  their 
newborn  baby. 

This  conference  was  very  successful. 
Next,  the  ministry  will  be  planning  the 
southern  and  central  conferences  for 
2003.  Please  read  and  stay  tuned  for 
future  articles  in  the  Baptist  Informer.  I 


Turner  &  Company  Sales 

1801  Charles  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27610 
Phone  (919)  833-1871  •  Fax  919-834-6695 
e-mail:  turnerco.sales@triangle2.net 
A.J.  Turner,  Chairman  •  Edmond  M.  Pierce,  President 
Shirley  Turner  Smith,  Vice  President 


''Everything  a  church  needs  •  We  also  refinish  pews!" 


Refinishings 
by  Kivett's 
Fine  Church 
Furniture  & 
Steeples 


Call  Me  Before  You 
Purchase! 


A  Message  from  the  Director  of  Church  Relations! 


Update:  Adoption  and  Foster  Care 


By  Rev.  Anthonette  Wright 
Director  of  Church  Relations 
GBSC  Adoption  and  Foster  Care  Ministry 
Attention  All  African-American 
Singles  and  African- American  Couples! 
Bridge  the  gap  to  permanency  through 
Adoption  and  Foster  Care! 

According  to  figures  provided  by  the 
US  Department 
of  Health  and 
Human 

Services,  up  to 
600,000  men, 
women  and  chil- 
dren go  home- 
less each  night 
in  the  United 
States.  Recent 
evidence  con- 
firms that  home- 
lessness  among 
families  with 

  children  is 

increasing.  A 
survey  of  25  U.S.  cities  found  that  36% 
of  the  homeless  population  are  those  fam- 
ilies with  children.  Sad  to  say  many  of 
those  families  and  children  remain  home- 
less. Many  of  the  children  end  up  in  the 
child  welfare  system  or  remain  on  the 
streets.  Children  ranging  from  infants  to 
teens  have  been  separated  from  their  birth 
parents  or  guardians  for  various  reasons. 
These  children  come  from  different 
socio-economic  backgrounds  and  differ- 
ent ethnic  groups.  A  large  number  of 
these  children  are  African-American. 
Many  of  these  children  have  been  waiting 
a  long  time  to  be  adopted.  Sometimes  the 
wait  is  long  because  the  child  is  older  or 
may  be  part  of  a  sibling  group.  The  sta- 
tistics are  alarming  in  North  Carolina 


Rev.  Anthonette 
Wright 


alone.  Over  9,000  children  await  a  per- 
manent home.  The  question  is,  what  are 
you  going  to  do  to  help?  Adoption, 
Foster  Care  or  volunteering  to  spread 
the  word;  that  is  how  you  can  help.  To 
become  a  foster  or  adoptive  parent  is  not 
impossible.  You  may  be  an  ordinary  per- 
son who  is  faced  with  the  everyday  chal- 
lenge of  life.  You  don't  have  to  be  rich  or 
live  in  a  big  house.  You  may  be  married 
or  single  but  able  to  provide  the  basic 
support,  love,  or  nurture  and  safety  to  a 
deserving  child. 

We  need  Pastors  to  share  from  their 
pulpits  the  need  to  support  this  ministry; 
appoint  volunteers  to  work  with  us  and 
start  adoption  and  foster  care  ministries; 
volunteers  to  help  spread  the  word  about 
the  need  for  singles  and  couples  in  North 
Carolina  to  adopt  and/or  foster  care;  and 
we  need  you  to  send  financial  support  to 
State  Missions  of  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention  in  care  of  the  Adoption 
and  Foster  Care  Ministry.  Without  your 
help  our  progress  is  labored;  with  your 
help  we  will  make  the  dilTerence  in  the 
life  of  a  child! 

Support  this  ministry  by  becoming  an 
adoptive  parent  or  a  foster  care  parent  and 
volunteer  to  recruit  African- American 
Singles  and  Couples  willing  to  adopt  or 
foster  Aftican- American  Children.  Please 
contact  me  for  more  information  on  what 
you  can  do  to  help  make  a  difference  in  a 
child's  life.  You  may  write  me: 
Reverend  Anthonette  Wright,  Director 
of  Church  Relations 
13010  Garden  View  Lane,  Suite  202 

Raleigh,  North  Carolina  27614  or 
E-mail  me:  Nwrightgbsc@aol.com  or 
telephone  me:  919-570-0549. 


EDI 

^EDUCATIONAL  DIMENSIONS.  INc!) 

"Dedicated  to  excellence  in  educational 
products  and  services" 

311  N.  Spence  Ave.  Goldsboro,  NC  27534 
(919)  778-8646  Fax:  (919)  778-3431 
Web:  www.edilearnlng.com 

Tutoring  •  School  Supplies  •  Summer  Camps 
SAT  Prep  •  Pre-School  &  Daycare  Supplies 
Gifhvare  •  School  Uniforms  •  Catalogues 
Screen  Printii^  •  Promotions  •  Teacher  Aids 
Advertising  Specialties  £ly 
Employee  Recognition  Programs 


Dr.  Willette 
Campbell  Wooten 
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By  Dr.  Dorothy  A.  Demby -Paige 

The  Fiscal  Year  ending  June  30,  2001- 
2002  can  be  considered  a  banner  year  for 
us  in  terms  of  outreach  and  the  recruit- 
ment of  potential  African-American  adop- 
tive and/or  foster  parents.  We  give  God 
the  glory. 

We  thank  God  for  His  continued 
blessings  as  we  work  in  the  state,  making 
presentations,  providing  exhibits,  mailing 
materials  to  volunteers  and  responding  to 
telephone  calls,  e-mails  and  general  cor- 
respondence. We  have  had  great  success 
speaking  at  churches,  conferences,  and 
meetings  of  associations.  Spreading  the 
word  of  the  need  for  adoptive  and  foster 
parents  of  the  African- American  children, 
statewide,  has  been  expanded  to  encom- 
pass 70+  of  the  counties  that  have  chil- 
dren who  are  in  the  North  Carolina  Foster 
Care  System. 

We  also  thank  God  for  those  who  have 
partnered  with  us  as  we  continue  to 
expand  our  recruitment/referral  efforts 
and  ask  that  you  do  so  more  diligently 
this  Fiscal  Year,  now  well  underway.  It  is 
only  through  the  expanded,  continuing 
collaboration,  cooperation,  and  support 
that  we  will  be  able  to  realize  the  suc- 
cesses that  we  anticipate.  The  commit- 
ment to  help  make  a  difference  in  the 
lives  of  our  children  is  growing;  thank 
you  for  your  help. 

Again,  we  must  repeat,  God  continues 
to  bless  our  efforts.  And,  as  the  song 
goes  "Blessings  after  blessings  keep  on 
coming  our  way",  and  we  continue  to 
give  God  the  glory,  the  honor  and  the 
praise!  Please  continue  to  keep  our  min- 
istry in  your  prayers. 

THE  EVERY  CHURCH  ADOPT  ONE 
PROJECT 

The  EVERY  CHURCH  ADOPT  ONE 
initiative  continues  to  gain  broad  support 
statewide,  among  the  various  faith  com- 
munities, and  again  we  give  God  the 
glory  and  the  praise.  We  pray  that  if  your 
church  is  not  yet  a  part  of  this  effort,  you 
will  hesitate  no  longer  to  begin  this  initia- 
tive. The  children  need  Us  and  we  need 
You.  It  cannot  be  done  if  the  effort  is  not 
a  concerted  one.  Commit  to  finding  one 
person  in  your  congregation  who  will 
seriously  consider  adoption  and/or  foster 
care  and  ask  the  congregation  to  support 


that  person's  decision. 

EVERY  CHURCH  ADOPT  ONE  is  a 
highly  successful  interfaith  initiative,  and 
we  strongly  encourage  all  churches  to 
join  us  in  this  special  challenge  and 
opportunity.  Join  the  growing  number  of 
churches  uniting  for  children.  This 
HELPING  AND  CARING  MINISTRY  is 
being  pushed  by  moderators,  conference 
leaders,  pastors,  bishops,  and  assorted 
church  laity.  Church  missionary  depart- 
ments have  been  asked  to  designate  this 
ministry  as  a  primary  focus  for  the  year 
2002. 

Spiritual  concerns  dominate  the  daily 
lives  of  most  Americans.  Spirituality  in 
the  home,  on  the  job,  in  the  community 
and  in  social  circles  increased  significant- 
ly after  9/1 1/01.  Surprisingly,  58%  of 
workers  with  post  graduate  degrees  -  the 
highest  levels  of  education  -  were  most 
likely  to  value  spirituality  in  the  work- 
place. "When  you  do  this  for  the  lease  of 
these,  you  do  so  unto  Me".  This  is  our 
calling.  Our  spirituality  shows  abundant- 
ly as  we  work  to  find  permanent  homes 
for  the  "least  of  these",  our  children.  All 
of  the  work  is  important.  You  help  great- 
ly when  you  advocate  for  us  in  our 
efforts,  when  you  volunteer  to  help  or  to 
continue  to  help  spread  the  word  of  the 
need,  when  you  refer  serious,  committed 
singles  or  couples  to  us  or  when  you  open 
your  heart  and  home  to  a  child. 

The  Holiday  Season  is  upon  us.  We 
get  caught  up  in  the  hopes  and  desires  of 
home  and  family.  The  love  and  warmth 
of  the  season  is  unquestionably  the  best 
the  whole  year  through.  But  this  is  only 
true  when  have  home,  family  and  loving 
surroundings  to  look  forward  to.  The  joy 
and  happiness  of  the  season  is  not  the 
way  it  should  be  if  we  cannot  be  a  part  of 
a  "real  family"  during  this  time.  Childre 
who  have  been  removed  from  their  famil 
iar  surroundings  need  our  love  and  atten- 
tion all  of  the  time  but  especially  when 
seasons  like  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas 
or  other  special  days  come  around.  Let's 
get  caught  up  in  the  season,  but  let  us  try 
to  include  a  misplace  child  in  our  plans. 

For  additional  information,  please  call 
write  or  e-mail  us!  Dr.  Dorothy  A. 
Demby-Paige,  2610  Albemarle  Avenue, 
Raleigh,  NC,  27610;  (919)  231-9774; 
FAX:  (919)  212-3656. 


The  Bible  Study  Manual  is  a  first  in  a  series  developed  by 
Jimmie  and  Deloris  Whitehurst,  Creative  Christian  Educators. 

The  manual  presents  a  clear  "Straight  Forward"  approach  to  sev- 
eral key  doctrines  and  current  issues  facing  the  church  today. 

The  manual  presents  29  lessons  and  outlines  for  Comprehensive 
Bible  Studies,  $15.95  a  copy.  Send  check  or  money  order  to:  Dr. 
Jimmie  Whitehurst,  RO.  Box  31093,  Raleigh,  NC  27622. 


Shaw  University  2003  Academic  Calendar 


SPRING  SEMESTER  2003 

JANUARY 

4  Saturday 

Residence  Halls  Open  for  New 
Students 
4-7  Saturday-Tuesday 
New  Students  Orientation 

5  Sunday 

Residence  Halls  Open  for  Returning 
Students  (RS) 

6  Monday 

Late  Registration,  Drop/ Add  Begins 
6-7  Monday-Tuesday 

Faculty  Development  Workshop 
8  Wednesday 

Classes  Begin 

15  Tuesday 

Martin  Luther  King,  Jr., 
Commemorative  Service 

18  Saturday 

Add  Ends/Last  Day  to  Drop  without 
Grade  of  "W" 
20  Monday 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  Holiday 

FEBRUARY 

2-5  Sunday-Wednesday 

Religious  Emphasis  Week 
4  Tuesday 

Last  Day  to  Withdraw  from  University 

&  Get  Partial  Refund 

MARCH 

12-14  Wednesday-Friday 
Mid-Semester  Progress  Conferences 

16  Sunday 

Thomas  J.  Boyd  Sunday 

17  Monday 

Last  Day  to  Withdraw  from  Course 
17-19  Monday- Wednesday 
Minister's  Conference 

19  Wednesday 

Academic  Advisement/ Fall  Semester 

Registration  Begins 
22-30  Friday-Sunday 

Spring  Break 
31  Monday 

Classes  Resume 

APRIL 

1  Tuesday 
Deadline  for  Application  for  Summer 
Degree,  Fall  Registration  Ends 


I  Monday 

Summer  School  Registration  Begins 

8  Tuesday 

Faculty  Appreciation  Day 
18-21  Friday-Monday 

Easter  Break 
22  Tuesday 

Classes  Resume 

24  Thursday 
University  Awards  Day 

30  Wednesday 
Last  Day  of  Classes,  Last  Day  to 
Remove  Incompletes  from  Fall, 
Last  Day  to  Withdraw  from  the 
University 

MAY 

1-3  Thursday-Saturday 
Senior  Final  Examinations, 
Underclassmen  Reading  Period 

4  Sunday 
Senior  Appreciation  Day 

5-6  Monday-Tuesday 
Final  Clearance  for  Seniors 

5-8  Monday-Friday 
Final  Examination  Period  for  Non- 
Seniors 

9  Friday 

Baccalaureate,  End  of  Spring  Semester 

10  Saturday 
Commencement 

I I  Sunday 

Residence  and  Dining  Halls  Close 

SUMMER  SESSION  2003 

JUNE 

13  Tuesday 

Late  Registration  for  Summer  School 
Begins 

14  Wednesday 
Summer  Classes  Begin 

20  Tuesday 

End  Late  Registration  for  Summer 
School 
26  Monday 
Memorial  Day  Holiday 

JULY 

21  Saturday 

Church  Leaders'  Conference 

25  Wednesday 
Summer  Classes  End 

26-27  Thursday-Friday 


VISA 


The  General  Baptist  Convention  now 
accepts  MASTERCARD  or  VISA 
www.gbsc.org 

Call  for  more  information:  800-639-GBSC 


Final  Examination  Period 

28  Saturday 
Summer  School  Ends 

29  Sunday 
Residence  Halls  Close 

30  Monday 

Deadline  for  Application  for  Fall 
Degree 

FALL  SESSION  2003 

AUGUST 

15  Friday 

Residence  Halls  Open  for  New  Students 

Residence  Halls  Open  for  Returning 

Students 
15&18   Friday  &  Monday 

Faculty/Staff  School  Opening 
16-19  Saturday-Tuesday 

New  Student  Orientation  Registration 
18-20  Monday- Wednesday 

Late  Registration/Fiscal 

Clearance/Returning  Students 
21  Thursday 

Classes  Begin 

SEPTEMBER 

1  Monday 
Labor  Day  Holiday 

2  Tuesday 
Classes  Resume 

4  Thursday 
Add  Ends/Last  Day  to  Drop  Without 
Adding  a  Grade  of  "W" 

1 8  Thursday 
Fall  Convocation 

19  Friday 

Last  Day  to  Withdraw  from  University 
and  Receive  a  Partial  Refund 


OCTOBER 

1  Wednesday 
Deadline  for  Application  for  Spring 

5-  7  Sunday-Tuesday 

Bessie  Boyd  Holman  Lecture  Series  on 
Ethics  &  Values 

6-  8  Monday-Wednesday 

Mid  Semester  Progress  Conferences 
10  Friday 

Last  Day  to  Withdraw  from  a  Course 
10  Friday 

Coronation  of  Miss  Shaw  University 
10-12  Friday-Sunday 

Parent's  Weekend 
13-17  Monday-Friday 

Academic  Advisement 
18  Saturday 

Spring  Registration  Begins 
27-11/2  Monday-Sunday 

Homecoming  Week 

NOVEMBER 

27  Thursday 

Thanksgiving  Holiday 
30  Sunday 

Spring  Registration  Ends 

DECEMBER 

1  Monday 

Classes  Resume/ Last  Day  of  Classes/ 

Last  Day  Remove      for  Spring/ 

Last  Day 
2-5  Tuesday-Friday 

Final  Examiruitions 
6  Saturday 

Fall  Graduation  Exercise 
6  Saturday 

Residence  Halls  Closed 


Clergy!  Layman! 


Do  you  need  someone  to  conduct  a  Financial  Management  Workshop? 
Give  a  keynote  address  on  vital  economic  mterest  in  the  African  American  Community? 
Or  design  a  special  workshop  tailor  made  to  your  needs?  Look  no  further!  Contact: 


API  &  ASSOCIATES 

P.O.  Box  471423 
Charlotte,  NC  28247 
1-800-535-6576  local  704-543-6525  fax  704-543-5575 


OTHER  SEMINAR  TOPICS: 

ANGER  MANAGEMENT  •  STRESS  MANAGEMENT  FOR  WOMEN 
AFRICAN-AMERICAN  HISTORY  •  MANAGING  DIVERSITY  IN  THE  WORKPLACE 


President:  Dr.  James  P.  Wooten  -  Professor,  Toastmaster,  Keynote  Speaker 
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Lifeline  and  Link-Up: 
Making  local  phone  service 
affordable  for  all  consumers 

By  Attorney  General  Roy  Cooper 

Access  to  local  telephone  service  is 
vital.  Imagine  if  you  couldn't  pick  up  the 
phone  and  dial  911  in  an  emergency 
because  you  had  not  been  able  to  pay 
your  entire  phone  bill.  At  the  request  of 
my  office,  the  North  Carolina  Utilities 
Commission  has  adopted  rules  that  pro- 
tect consumers  from  losing  their  local 
telephone  service  because  they  can't 
afford  to  pay  what  they  owe  for  long  dis- 
tance. As  long  as  you  pay  the  local  serv- 
ice charges,  your  local  service  cannot  be 
disconnected  or  interrupted.  Even  if  your 
phone  has  already  been  disconnected  due 
to  unpaid  bills,  you  can  at  least  get  tele- 
phone service  restored  once  you've  set- 
tled your  debts  with  the  local  phone  com- 
pany. And  you  might  even  qualify  for 
reduced  charges. 

You  may  be  eligible  for  discounts  on 
your  local  telephone  service  if  you 
receive  Supplemental  Security  Income 
(SSI),  Food  Stamps,  Medicaid,  Housing 
Assistance  (including  Section  8),  Energy 
Assistance  (LIHEAP)  or  Work  First 
Family  Assistance.  One  program,  called 
Link-Up,  can  cut  the  cost  of  telephone 
installation  in  half,  saving  you  up  to  $30. 
The  other  program.  Lifeline,  could  mean 
as  much  as  $13.00  per  month  off  your 
monthly  telepjione  bill. 

Lifeline  and  Link-Up  are  operated 
through  a  joint  effort  of  your  local  tele- 
phone company  and  the  agencies  that 
provide  benefits  and  assistance  to  North 
Carolinians.  In  order  to  take  advantage 
of  these  telephone  programs,  your  tele- 
phone service  must  be  established  in  the 
name  of  the  person  in  your  home  who 
receives  these  benefits. 

Here  is  how  qualified  customers  can 
apply  for  Lifeline  and  Link-Up: 

If  you  do  not  currently  have  telephone 
service 

•  Contact  your  local  telephone  compa- 
ny, place  your  order  for  service  and  ask 
them  to  mail  you  a  Lifeline/Link-Up 
application  form. 


•  Depending  on  the  type  of  benefits 
you  receive,  take  the  form  to  your  social 
worker  at  the  Department  of  Social 
Services,  your  local  representative  at 
Social  Security  or  your  Housing 
Authority/Section  8  official  for  approval. 
The  agency  will  then  mail  the  completed 
form  to  the  telephone  company. 

•  Th  e  Link-Up  discount  will  appear 
on  your  first  local  telephone  bill. 
However,  if  you  request  installation 
before  the  telephone  company  has 
received  your  approved  form,  the  Link- 
Up  credit  wiU  not  apply  and  you  will 
have  to  pay  the  full  installation  charge. 
Likewise,  the  Lifeline  discount  on  your 
monthly  local  telephone  charge  does  not 
begin  until  the  telephone  company 
receives  the  necessary  paperwork. 

If  you  already  have  telephone  service 

•  Depending  on  the  type  of  benefits 
you  receive,  contact  your  social  worker, 
local  Social  Security  representative,  or 
housing  official  and  have  them  complete 
the  Lifeline  form  and  mail  it  to  your  tele- 
phone company. 

•  Your  discount  begins  when  the  tele- 
phone company  receives  the  approved 
form. 

What  if  my  telephone  was  disconnected 
due  to  unpaid  long  distance  calls? 

•  Even  if  your  telephone  service  has 
been  disconnected  because  of  unpaid  long 
distance  bills,  you  likely  still  qualify  for 
local  service  through  the  Lifeline/Link- 
Up  programs.  You  can  reestablish  local 
service  by  paying  the  past  due  balance 
owed  for  local  service  only.  However, 
you  are  still  responsible  for  the  other 
charges,  unless  they  are  disputed,  and  you 
may  be  denied  access  to  toll  and  long  dis- 
tance or  other  non-local  services  until 
your  debt  is  paid. 

Attorney  General  Roy  Cooper  and  his 
staff  want  consumers  to  know  that  they 
have  choices  when  it  comes  to  getting 
local  phone  service.  We  are  here  to  be  of 
service  when  you  need  us,  but  through 
consumer  education  efforts  like  these 
columns  we  hope  to  help  consumers 
avoid  problems  from  the  start.  ■ 


Ten  Tips  To  Reduce  Auto  Teen  Accidents 


BAPTIST  INFORMER  RENEWAL  &  SUBSCRIPTION  EORM 


Your  expiration  date  is  included  on  your  mailing  label. 
Individual  subscriptions  are  $20.00  per  year. 


□  New    □  Renewal 

□  Address  Change  (include  old  label) 

Name:  


□  1  Year  □  2  Years 
□  Years 


□  3  Years 


Street: . 
City:  _ 


State: 


Zip: 


Phone:  (_ 


Total  Amount  Enclosed:  $_ 


Make  Check  or  Money  Order  payable  to:  General  Baptist  State  Convention. 
Mastercard  and  Visa  accepted  by  phone. 

BAPTIST  INFORMER 
603  S.  WILMINGTON  STREET,  RALEIGH,  NC  27601 
(919)  821-7466  Toll-Free:  (800  639-4272 


Submitted  by  Carol  J.  Smith,  Managing 
Editor 

Primarily  due  to  their  inexperi- 
ence behind  the  wheel,  teenage  driv- 
ers are  much 
more  likely 
than  adults  to 
get  into  acci- 
dents. 

Fortunately, 
there  are 
things  parents 
can  do  to  help 
keep  their 
teens  safe  on 
the  road, 
while  boost- 
ing their  own 


Carol 
Smith 


peace  of  mind. 

Ten  tips  for  parents  to  help  reduce 

accidents  among  their  teen  drivers: 

Limit  night  driving.  Many  teen  car 
crashes  take  place  between  9  p.m. 
and  12  midnight.  Beginning  driv- 
ers should  be  restricted  to  driving 
during  the  day  initially. 

Keep  it  slow  and  safe  for  starters. 
Remember  that  teens  need  to  stay 
away  from  fast-moving,  high- vol- 
ume traffic  until  they  feel  com- 
fortable in  such  situations. 

IVain  for  poor  weather  conditions. 
Limit  your  teen's  driving  during 
periods  of  bad  weather  until  the 
teen  demonstrates  a  high  level  of 
competence  and  confidence. 

Restrict  cell  phones  to  emergency 
use  only.  Don't  let  bad  habits 
begin.  Provide  your  young  teen 


with  a  cell  phone  for  the  car  for 
emergency  situations  only. 
Choose  safe  vehicles  for  your  chil- 
dren. Proper  attention  to  the 
vehicle  a  teen  drives  is  as  impor- 
tant as  his  or  her  actual  driving. 
Avoid  small  cars,  trucks  and  sport 
utility  vehicles. 

Look  for  automobiles  with  high 
safety  ratings  (air  bags,  crumple 
zones,  etc.) 

Remember  you  are  a  role  model. 
New  drivers  learn  a  lot  by  exam- 
ple, so  practice  safe  driving. 
Teens  with  poor  driving  records 
often  reflect  the  behavior  of  par- 
ents with  poor  driving  records. 

Supervise  as  much  practice  driving 
as  possible.  Parents  should  take 
an  active  role  in  the  teenager's 
driving  practice.  Make  a  firm 
schedule  to  supervise  your  future 
driver  and  stick  to  it. 

Be  Arm  about  safety  belt  use. 

Require  that  your  teenagers  wear 
safety  belts  at  all  times  -  no 
exceptions. 

Discuss  realistic  consequences  of 
drug  and  alcohol  use.  Let  them 
hear  it  from  you  that  alcohol  and 
drug  use  is  totally  unacceptable 
when  driving. 

Restrict  passengers.  Having  more 
passengers  in  a  car  increases  the 
chance  of  greater  risk-taking, 
because  of  greater  peer  pressure 
and  because  it  leads  to  greater 
distractions.  ■ 


I 


Eric  Olinick 

Sales  Representative 

(919)  954-9415  -  Cell  (919)  622-8831 
Fax  (919)  790-1057 
eollnick@water.  com 
3216  Spotswood  Street  ■  Raleigh,  NC  27615 
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Thank  You! 


Reverend  Eric  Harris 
J.J.  Johnson  Camp  Superintendent 

To  GBSC,  WBH&FM 
FAMILY  AND  FRIENDS 

Thank  you  for  all  your  prayers  and 
words  of  encouragement  throughout  the 
year.  A  special  thank  you  goes  out  to 
the  following:  The  New  Hope 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  of  Apex, 
Pastor  Marcus  V.  Ingram  for  donating  a 
brand  new  sound  system  for  the  J.J. 
Johnson  Baptist  Assembly  Chapel;  the 
Johnston  Piney  Grove  Baptist  Church, 
Pastor  Theodore  Breeden  for  the  new 
ice  machine  and  other  valuable  support 
given  throughout  the  year. 

To  Bethlehem  Baptist  Church, 
Laurinburg,  Jones  Chapel,  Laurinburg, 
Star  of  Bethlehem,  Laurinburg,  Bright 
Hopewell,  Carolina  Park  First  Baptist, 
St.  Johns  of  Aberdeen,  Pastor  Jimmy 
Gilchrist,  Shiloh,  Maxton,  Pastor  H.  E. 


Edwards,  Clarks  Grove  Baptist  Church 
of  Mt.  Gilead,  Pee  Dee  Association,  St. 
Johns  Association,  a  special  thank  you 
for  all  your  support. 

To  the  following  pastors,  J.  C. 
McLean,  Robert  Williams,  Stanley 
Webster,  Garland  Pierce  and  T.  R. 
Davis,  John  McQueen,  thank  you  for 
your  support  and  counsel. 
To  all  auxiliary  presidents  and  bible 
camp  workers  for  the  marvelous  activi- 
ties you  participated  in  for  the  cause  of 
Christ.  A  special  thank  you  to  Dr. 
Priscilla  Brodie  and  Dr.  Archie  D. 
Logan  for  all  their  advice  and  counsel. 
There  were  many  churches  that  gave 
support  that  I  am  aware  of,  because 
their  children  came  and  sang  praises, 
prayed  prayers,  read  scriptures  and  stud- 
ied God's  word.  So  if  your  particular 
fellowship  was  not  mentioned,  please 
accept  my  humble  apology  and  keep 
praying  on  our  behalf. 


Current  Annual  Events 


During  the  course  of  the  year,  the  Conventional  Family  sponsors  different 
ministries  at  the  J.  J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly.  Among  these  are  the  following: 
♦Vacation  Bible  School  (GBSC)  -  March 

♦  Ministers'  Wives  Retreat  (WBSC)  -  May 

♦  Laymen's  League  Mini-Skills  Retreat  (GBSC)  -  May 

♦  Leadership  Training  Conference  (GBSC)  -  June 

♦  Youth  Bible  Camp  (WBSC)  -  June 

♦  Laymen's  League  Boy's  Summer  Retreat  (GBSC)  -  July 

♦  Laymen's  League  Scouting  Jamboree  (GBSC)  -  August 

♦  Laymen's  League  Men's  Retreat  (GBSC)  -  September 

♦  North  Carolina  Branch  of  the  9*  and  10*  Calvary  (Buffalo  Soldiers)  -  October 

♦  Usher's  Retreat/Workshop  (GBSC)  -  November 

♦  Laymen's  League  Planning  Session  -  December 

The  campus  is  available  year  round  for  meetings,  weddings,  banquets,  family 
reunions,  and  other  activities.  Contact  Eric  Harris  for  the  policies  and  procedures 
regarding  each  type  of  event. 


Send  Applications  &  Funds  to: 
General  Baptist  State  Convention 
J.  J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly 
603  S.  Wilmington  Street 
Raleigh,  NC  27601 

(Make  checks  payable  to  J.  J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly) 

Sources:  "1974"  Brochure  and  the  J.  J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly 
Guide  And  Handbook  (1985). 


Christmas  at  Laurel  Hill 

In  December  we  want  to  have  our  first  annual  Christmas  at  Laurel  Hill.  We  are 
looking  for  churches  and  organizations  to  donate  toys  and  gifts.  Please  send  gifts 
to  P.  O.  Box  365,  Laurel  Hill,  NC  28351,  or  bring  them  to  the  camp  site.  Contact 
Eric  Harris  at  (910)  462-2444. 


J.J.  JOHNSON  BAPTIST  ASSEMBLY  INFORMATION 

The  Site: 

The  J.  J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly  is  a  tract  of  land  comprising  seventy-five  (75)  or 
more  acres,  much  of  which  is  covered  with  a  mixture  of  North  Carolina  Pine,  red  and 
white  oak  trees.  The  location  of  the  Baptist  Assembly  is  on  more  than  75  rolling  acres 
in  Laurel  Hill,  North  Carolina  in  Scotland  County. 

In  1967,  approximately  two-thirds  of  the  acreage  was  donated  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Joy 
J.  Johnson  and  their  daughter,  Deborah  (Mrs.  Alexander  Killiens).  Additional  acres 
were  purchased  by  the  Woman's  Convention  and  General  Baptist  State  Convention. 

Our  Purpose: 

The  purpose  of  the  J.  J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly  in  Laurel  Hill  is  to  provide  a  setting 
that  is  Christian  in  its  atmosphere  and  is  conducive  to  learning,  worship,  and  meeting 
the  needs  of  all  individuals  whom  we  serve.  It  seeks  to  provide  opportunities  for 
everyone  to  learn  habits  of  good  citizenship,  and  it  provides  at  the  same  time  opportu- 
nities to  reach  a  maximum  potential  for  Christian  fellowship  and  fun  experiences 
through  democratic  ideals  and  living. 

The  facility  exists  for  the  exclusive  use  by  religious  groups  and/or  organizations  with 
similar  aims  regardless  of  ethnic  origin. 

Meeting  Facilities: 

At  the  J.  J.  Johnson  Baptist  Assembly,  there  are  various  meeting  facilities  available. 
Listed  below  are  the  seating  capacity  (theater  style)  and  lodging: 


Rowan  Association  Chapel 
Home  Lodge 
Alston  Lodge 

Lumber  Bridge  Association  Lodge 


Seating  Capacity:  300-400 
Seating  Capacity:  20-25,  Sleeps  12 
Seating  Capacity:  100,  Sleeps  64 
Seating  Capacity:  100,  Sleeps  64 


Brown  Assembly  Dining  Hall    Seating  Capacity:  200 
(Cafeteria  Style) 

Individuals  should  bring  their  own  linen,  blankets,  soap  and  other  toiletries  for  the 
lodging  facilities. 

"And  gathered  them  out  of  the  lands,  from  the  east,  and  from  the  west,  from  the 
north,  and  from  the  south."  Psalm  107:3 


Recreation 

If  people  are  interested  in  recreation,  the  following  activities  are  available: 

♦  Softball*  ♦  Horse  Shoes* 

♦  Basketball*  ♦  Volleyball* 

♦  Swimming  ♦  Hiking 

♦  Croquet* 

*You  will  need  to  provide  your  own  recreation  equipment. 


Food  Service 

Meals  are  available  upon  request  for  all  activities  held  at  the  site,  including 
breaks,  receptions,  luncheons  and  banquets.  Prices  are  discussed  upon  request. 
Also,  you  may  provide  your  own  meals. 


Information  &  Reservations 

For  Information  and  Applications  contact: 
Eric  Harris,  Acting  Superintendent 
P.  O.  Box  365 
Laurel  Hill,  NC  28351 
Telephone:  (910)  462-2444  /  Fax:  (910)  462-3440 


December  2002  25 


(PLEASE  CONTACT  CHURCHES 
FOR  SPECIFIC  QUALIFICA- 
TIONS SOME  REQUIRE  3  OR 
MORE  YEARS  PASTORAL  EXPE- 
RIENCE, SEMINARY  TRAINING, 
MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  ORDINA- 
TION, MUSICAL  SKILLS)  (FOR 
SPECIFIC  CHURCH  QUALIFI- 
CATIONS CONTACT  THE  PUL- 
PIT COMMITTEE) 

PASTORS 

MORRIS  STREET  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Charleston,  SC:  seeks  to 
fill  the  position  of  Assistant  Pastor  for 
the  Church.  The  applicant  must  be  of 
irreproachable  Christian  character  and 
possess  leadership  skills.  Applicants 
must  have  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
and  additional  theological  studies. 
Preference  will  be  given  to  applicants 
with  prior  experience  as  a  pastor  or 
assistant  pastor  in  a  Baptist  Church. 
The  applicant  will  be  relqurred  to 
demonstrate  competency  in  teaching 
and  preaching  and  to  perform  other 
functions  related  to  the  pastorate. 


Interested  applicants  should  submit  a 
letter  of  application  with  resume,  ref- 
erences and  credentials  on  or  before 
November  27,  2002  to: 
Morris  Street  Baptist  Church 
Attention:  Search  Committee 
Irving  Robinson,  Vice-Chairman 
25  Morris  Street 
Charleston,  SC  29403 

METROPOLITAN  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  Rocky  Mount,  NC:  cur- 
rently accepting  resumes  from  minis- 
ters interested  in  serving  as  Pastor  of 
the  church.  Metropolitan  Baptist 
Church  was  founded  in  May  1965  and 
recently  celebrated  its  37"'  anniver- 
sary. The  congregation  has  only  had  3 
pastors  in  its  history,  with  the  Pastor 
Emeritus  serving  for  25  years  prior  to 
retiring.  The  most  recent  pastor 
sei-ved  for  five  years.  The  church  has 
a  membership  of  500  members. 
Metropolitan  Baptist  Church  is  locat- 
ed in  Rocky  Mount,  North  Carolina, 
which  is  located  45  miles  east  of 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  Rocky 
Mount  is  considered  a  regional  center 


"135r"  YEAR  CELEBRATION" 
r  ANNUAL  HOUSING  BANQUET 
DECEMBER  6,  2002 


RALEIGH  CONVENTION  CENTER,  500  FAYETTEVTLLE  STREET  MALL,  RALEIGH 
NAME   


ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE. 


ZIPCODE 


PASTOR 


PHONE  # 


REGISTRATION 

PERSONAL  REGISTRATION:  $250.00  per  person 
NUMBER  OF  MESSENGERS:  $250.00  per  person 


AMOUNT $. 


PLEASE  SEND  YOUR 
REGISTRATION  FORM  TO: 
BAPTIST  HEADQUARTERS 
4"*  ANNUAL  HOUSING  BANQUET 
603  SOUTH  WILMINGTON  STREET 
RALEIGH,  NC  27601-2338 
800-639-GBSC  (4272)  •  919/821-7466 

CONTACT  THE  OFHCE  TO  USE  YOUR  CREDIT  CARD 
1-800-639-4272  OR  1-919-821-7466 
MASTERCARD  /  VISA 


for  eastern  North  Carolina  with  a  pop- 
ulation of  58,000.  The  racial  makeup 
is  57  percent  African- American. 
The  congregation  is  seeking  an 
ordained  missionary  Baptist  miiuster 
with  5  to  10  years  experience  as  a 
senior  pastor  or  associate  pastor.  The 
educational  background  of  the  candi- 
date should  include  an  undergraduate 
degree  in  theology  or  related  area  of 
study,  however,  a  Masters  of  Divinity 
is  preferred.  Successful  candidates 
should  possess  ability  to  work  with  all 
age  groups  and  auxiliaries  in  the 
church,  possess  excellent  communica- 
tion skills,  and  possess  the  skills  and 
ability  to  develop  and  strengthen  the 
various  internal  ministries  of  the 
church  and  community  outreach  pro- 
grams. Pastor's  salaries  and  benefits 
are  negotiable. 

The  closing  date  for  submitting  a 
resume  is  January  15,  2003. 
Please  send  inquiries  and  resumes  to: 
Pastor  Search  Committee, 
Metropolitan  Baptist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  1952,  Rocky  Mount,  NC  27801. 

MOUNT  OLIVE  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Bayboro,  NC: 


currently  accepting  applications  for  a 
Pastor.  Interested  applications  should 
provide  the  following: 

1.  A  resume 

2.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

3.  One  business  and  two  personal  ref- 
erences (no  family  references) 

Send  information  to: 

Mayor  B.  Credle,  Deacon  Chairman 

Mt.  Olive  Missionary  Baptist  Church  . 

5972  NC  Highway  304 

Bayboro,  NC  28515 

OLIVE  BRANCH  MISSIONARY 

BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Elizabeth  City, 

NC:  currently  accepting  applications 

for  a  Pastor,  Interested  applicants 

should  provide  a  resume. 

Send  information  to: 

The  Pulpit  Committee 

Brother  Elonza  Joyner,  Chairperson 

106  Graves  Avenue 

Elizabeth  City,  NC  27909 

elonzajoybner(5)hotmail.com 

OAKEY  GROVE  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  Clayton,  NC: 
currently  accepting  applications  for  a 
Pastor  with  strong  Missionary  Baptist 


Upcoming  Sessions 

December  6,  2002 
4'"  Annual  Housing  Banquet 

Raleigh  Convention  Center 
500  Fayetteville  Street 
Raleigh,  NC 

January  10,  2003 
Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Banquet 

Raleigh  Convention  Center 
500  Fayetteville  Street 
Raleigh,  NC 

January  11,  2003 
Women's  State  Convention 
One  Day  Session 

Raleigh  Convention  Center 
500  Fayetteville  Street 
Raleigh,  NC 

February  8,  2003 
One-Day  Session  Congress  of 
Christian  Education 

Winston-Salem,  NC 

February  22,  2003 
One-Day  Session  Usher's  Convention 

Winston-Salem,  NC 


I 
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roots.  We  are  affiliated  with  the 
Johnston  District  Missionary  Baptist 
Association  and  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention.  Interested  appU- 
cants  should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume 

2.  Personal  references 
Send  information  to: 
Oakey  Grove  Baptist  Church 
Pulpit  Search  Committee 

Deacon  Loomis  Hodges,  Chairperson 
PO  Box  2435 
Smithfield,  NC  27577 

MOUNT  CARMEL  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  Elizabeth  City, 
NC:  currently  accepting  applications 
for  a  Pastor.  The  church  is  located  in 
Hertford  County.  Interested  applicants 
should  provide  the  following: 

1.  A  Resume 

2.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 

3.  Two  personal  references  (no  family 
references) 

■  Send  information  to: 
Mount  Pleasant  Missionary  Baptist 
Church 

Pastor  Search  Committee 
ATTN:  Deacon  Eugene  White 
815  Swains  Mill  Road 
Harrellsville,  NC  27942 

UNION  GROVE  BAPTIST 

CHURCH,  Warrenton,  NC:  currently 

acceptmg  applications  for  a  Pastor. 

Interested  applicants  should  provide 

the  following: 

A  Resume 

Send  information  to: 

Brother  Alonza  Jones,  Board 

Chairman 

Pastor  Search  Committee 


Route  2,  Box  128 
Norlina,  NC  27563 

FIRST  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  Thomasville,  NC:  current- 
ly accepting  applications  for  a  Pastor 
with  strong  Missionary  Baptist  roots. 
We  are  affiliated  with  the  Johnston 
District  Missionary  Baptist 
Association  and  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention,  interested  appli- 
cants should  provide  a  resume.  Send 
information  to: 
Tanya  M.  Autry,  Chairperson 
Pastor  Search  Committee 
First  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
103  Church  Street 
Thomasville,  NC  27360 

EBENEZER  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Neburgh,  NY:  currently  accepting 
applications  for  Senior  Pastor  with 
strong  Baptist  roots.  The  Committee 
will  provide  each  candidate  with  an 
application  packet. 
Send  request  to: 
Ebenezer  Baptist  Church 
ATTN:  Deacon  Milton 
Buxton/Confidential 
PO  Box  248 

Newburgh,  NY  12551-0248 

SHADY  GROVE  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  East  Spencer,  NC:  cur- 
rently accepting  applications  for  a 
Pastor  with  strong  Missionary  Baptist 
roots.  Interested  applicants  should 
provide  the  following: 

1.  A  resume 

2.  at  least  four  references:  (2)  busi- 
ness (2)  personal 

3.  A  copy  of  religious  credentials: 
License/Ordination 


FIRST  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  PASTOR  NEEDED 

The  Pastoral  Search  Committee  of  the  First  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  Smithfield,  N.C.. 
is  seeking  a  pastor.  It  is  currently  accepting  resumes  fi^om  interested  Licensed  Ordained 
Baptist  Ministers.  * 

QUALMCATIONS: 

1 .  Must  be  a  Spiritual  Baptist  Minister 

a.  Ordained  Baptist  Minister  with  a  strong  orientation  in  Baptist  beliefs  and  doctrines 

b.  A  good  role  model  of  moral  and  ethical  conduct 

2.  Must  have  pastoral  experience  in  the  Baptist  church 

3.  Graduate  of  a  university  and  divinity  school  preferred 

4.  Church,  family  and  community  oriented  with  the  ability  and  willingness  to  teach  Bible 
Study  and  Baptist  Doctrine 

5.  Strong  leadership  with  an  outlook  for  the  future  growth  and  development  of  the  church 

The  closing  date  for  submitting  a  resume  is  January  31, 2003. 
Please  send  inquiries  and  resumes  to: 
Dr.  Phyllis  Ethridge,  Chairperson  of  Pastoral  Search  Committee 
101  Lake  Ridge  Drive,  Smithfield,  NC  27577 


Send  information  to: 
Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church 
ATTN:  Clarence  A.  Jones, 
Chairperson 
PO  Box  447 

East  Spencer,  NC  28039 

EASTERN  STAR  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Tarboro,  North 
Carolina  27886:  seeking  a  pastor. 
•He  must  be  experienced 
•Well  seasoned 

•He  must  live  by  the  word  of  God 
•Willing  to  teach  Sunday  school  and 
bible  study  class 

•Must  be  between  the  age  of  25-55 

Please  submit  resume  to: 

Pulpit  Committee 

Eastern  Star  Missionary  Baptist 

Church 

Post  Office  Box  1677 
Tarboro,  North  Carolina  27886 

THE  ST.  JOHN  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  seeks  a  pastor  to  serve  as 
its  spiritual  leader,  teacher,  counselor 
and  administrator.  St.  John  has  a  rich 
legacy  of  75  years  of  service  to  the 
city,  county,  state  and  country,  which 
suggests  the  following  list  of  desired 
characteristics: 

•Must  be  a  licensed,  ordained  Baptist 
minister. 


•Must  possess  ability  to  teach,  train 
and  coach  church  officers  and  auxil- 
iary leaders. 

•Must  have  the  skills  and  be  willing 
to  work  with  all  age  groups  with  par- 
ticular emphasis  on  the  spiritual 
growth  and  development  of  our  youth. 
•Must  have  the  prerequisite  adminis- 
trative skills,  which  include  the  ability 
to  articulate,  negotiate  and"  facilitate 
effectively  with  a  diverse  community 
including  educational,  business,  polit- 
ical, civic  and  philanthropic  commu- 
nities. 

•Evidence  of  community  awareness 
and  involvement 

•Must  have  the  skills  required  for 
planning  and  implementing  a  vision 
for  spiritual,  physical  and  financial 
growth  of  the  Church. 
MINIMUM  QUALMCATIONS: 
EDUCATION  AND  EXPERIENCE 
MUST  INCLUDE: 

•Minimum  of  ten  years  in  the  ministry 
as  a  licensed,  ordained  Baptist  minis- 
ter. 

•Terminal  masters  degree  from  a  rec- 
ognized accredited  seminary  or  theo- 
logical institution. 
•Must  possess  strong  and  proven 
administrative  skills  and  experience. 
•Must  have  a  broad  knowledge  of  the 
Baptist  Doctrines,  church  policies  and 


PULPIT  VACANCY 
NEW  LIGHT  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
HALLSBORO,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

NEW  LIGHT  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS  NOW  ACCEPTING 
RESUMES  FOR  A  PASTOR.  OUR  WORSHIP  SERVICES  ARE  EACH  SUNDAY 
OF  THE  MONTH. 

QUALfFICATIONS: 

Must  be  a  licensed  ordained  Missionary  Baptist  Minister. 

•  Full  of  Holy  Ghost.  Led  by  the  Spirit  of  God  in  all  matters. 

•  Full  of  wisdom,  knowledge  and  understand  the  office  of  Pastor  and  performs  it  according 
to  the  scriptures  and  the  needs  of  the  church. 

•  Must  be  Association  minded. 

•  Prefer  having  experience  as  a  Pastor. 

•  The  husband  of  one  wife,  vigilant,  sober,  of  good  behavior. 

•  One  that  rules  his  own  house,  having  a  good  report. 

•  Knows  the  doctrine  of  a  Missionary  Baptist  Church 

•  Must  attend  meetings  of  different  auxiliaries  in  the  church  to  become  familiar  with  the 
organizations,  whenever  possible. 

•  Must  visit  the  sick  and  shut-in  when  possible. 

•  Must  attempt  to  become  involved  with  the  various  programs  that  the  church  participates  in 
outside  the  home  church  calendar. 

Send  resumes  and  inquiries  to: 

Deacon  Kenneth  Bracey 
1025  Red  Bug  Rd. 
Hallsboro,  North  Carolina  28442 
910-646-4467 


December  2002  27 
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procedures,  and  willingness  to  follow 
the  by-laws  governing  the  church. 

•  Must  possess  effective  oral  £ind  writ- 
ten communication  skills. 

•  Demonstrated  financial  ability  and 
experience  with  1  Million-i-  budgets 
Interested  persons  meeting  all  of  the 
above  characteristics  and  minimum 
qualifications  should  submit  the  fol- 
lowmg  inforination: 

•  A  resume  and  letter  of  interest  to 
include  a  vision  statement  as  it  related 
to  their  ministry. 

•  Copies  of  license  and  orduiation  cer- 
tification 

•  Proof  of  completion  of  ALL  accred- 
ited theological  training 

•  Name,  address  and  telephone  num- 
ber of  five  (5)  personal  and  profes- 
sional references  with  no  more  than 
three  (3)  coming  from  other  ministries 
familiar  with  your  ministry  along  with 
audio/video  sample  of  a  sermon. 

Completed  applications  will  be 
accepted  for  the  posting  period  July 
22,  2002  —  August  23,  2002. 
Applications  postmarked  prior  to  and 
after  the  posting  period  will  not  be 
considered.  Completed  applications 
should  be  sent  via  certified/return 
receipt  mail  addressed  to: 


Mr.  Manning  Fogan,  n.  Chair,  Pulpit 
Committee,  St.  John  Baptist  Church, 
PO.  Box  1038,  Getzville,  New  York 
14068-1038. 

SECOND  CALVARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

114  NELSON  AVENUE 
CHARLOTTE,  NC  28216 

Second  Calvary  Baptist  Church  is 
seeking  a  full  time  pastor  to  serve  as 
spiritual  leader,  teacher  and  counselor 
for  her  congregation.  Finalist  for  this 
position  must  meet  the  following 
qualifications: 

•  Bom-again  licensed,  ordained  min- 
ister of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

•  Knowledge  of  Baptist  doctrine, 
practices  and  polity 

•  BA  degree  from  an  accredited  insti- 
tution of  higher  learning 

•  Senior  Pastor  for  at  least  four  to  five 
years 

•  Good  administrative  and  communi- 
cation skills 

•  Ability  to  communicate  with  all  age 
groups  especially  the  youth 

•  Leadership  experience  in  developing 
or  administering  youth  programs  and 
community  service  programs 

•  WUlingness  to  affiliate  at  the  nation- 
al, state  and  local  Baptist  conventions 


MOUNT  PLEASANT  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

of  Raleigh,  NC  is  currently  accepting  applications  for  a  pastor. 

The  church  is  located  in  Wake  County.  All  interested  applicants  should  provide  the 
following: 

•  A  copy  of  their  resume 

•  A  copy  of  religious  credentials 

•  Application  deadline  is  December  3 1 ,  2002 

Send  information  to: 
Mount  Pleasant  Baptist  Church 
Pastoral  Search  Committee 
Attn.  Deacon  Robert  E.  Wall 
10720  Falls  of  The  Neuse  Road 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina  27614 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 

INTRODUCTION: 

The  position  of  Minister  of  Music  is  a  full-time  position  at  First  Baptist  Church,  101  S. 
Wilmington  Street,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  First  Baptist  Church  is  a  historical  black 
congregation  organized  as  a  bi-racial  Church  at  the  North  Carolina  State  House  (now  the 
Capitol)  in  1812.  This  historical  congregation  seeks  an  individual  who  is  willing  to  grow 
with  its  Pastor  and  his  flock.  This  position  requires  a  music  and  worship  leader  who  is 
spiritual  and  experienced  in  providing  the  total  awareness  of  the  movement  of  God's  spir- 
it in  the  assembly  of  God's  people. 

PRINCIPAL  FUNCTION: 

The  Minister  of  Music  at  First  Baptist  Church  is  responsible  to  the  Pastor  and  is  super- 
vised by  the  Pastoj  for  the  development  and  promotion  of  the  entire  music  program  of 
First  Baptist  Church. 

DUTIES  AND  RESPONSIBILITIES: 

The  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  Minister  of  Music  at  First  Baptist  Church  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  Direct  the  planning,  organizing,  conducting,  and  evaluating  of  a  comprehensive  music 
ministry. 

2.  Supervise  the  work  of  paid  or  volunteer  music  staff. 

3.  Cooperate  with  the  church  process  to  enUst  and  train  leaders  for  the  church  music  min- 
istry, including  choir  workers,  song  leaders,  and  accompanists  for  the  church  worship 
experiences. 

4.  Lead  in  planning  and  promoting  a  choir  program;  direct  and  coordinate  the  work  of 
choir  directors;  direct  adult,  youth,  and  other  choirs  as  needed. 

5.  Arrange  and  provide  music  for  weddings,  funerals,  special  projects,  ministries,  and 
other  church-related  activities  upon  request. 

6.  Plan,  organize,  and  promote  choir  tours,  mission  trips,  camps,  festivals,  workshops, 
clinics,  and  programs  for  the  various  choirs. 

7.  Supervise  the  maintenance  of  the  music  Ubrary,  materials,  supplies,  musical  instru- 
ments, and  other  equipment. 

8.  Keep  informed  on  music  methods,  materials,  promotion  and  administration.  . 

9.  Prepare  an  annual  music  budget  and  administer  the  approved  budget. 

10.  Assist  the  pastor  in  planning  all  services  of  worship,  coordinate  the  music  program 
with  the  church  calendar  and  emphases  of  the  church  vision. 

11.  Cooperate  with  denominational  leaders  in  promoting  activities  of  mutual  interest. 

12.  Perform  other  duties  as  assigned  by  the  pastor. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

1.  Must  be  a  Christian. 

2.  Must  hold  music  credentials  from  an  accredited  college,  university,  or  conservatory, 
with  at  least  a  Bachelor  of  Music  Degree  in  Sacred  Music,  Music  Performance,  or  Music 
Education  (Masters  Degree  or  equivalent  preferred). 

3.  Must  have  a  demonstrated  abihty  in  Piano  and  Pipe  Organ  proficiency,  organizational 
skills,  people  skills  and  abihty  in  choral  and  instrumental  conducting. 

4.  Must  be  trained  in  all  styles  of  Baptist  worship,  hturgy,  and  hymnody. 

5.  The  ideal  candidate  will  be  an  enthusiastic  professional  who  has  the  proven  abihties  to 
revitahze  the  youth  and  children's  choirs. 

6.  Must  possess  creativity  and  the  ability  to  work  collaboratively  with  the  Pastor  and  staff. 

7.  FlexibiUty  and  technical  competence  are  vital. 

PHYSICAL  REQUIREMENTS: 

The  person  who  is  selected  for  this  position  must  be  in  generally  good  health,  physically 
mobile,  gopd  eyesight  and  hearing.  A  complete  physical  exam  and  criminal  background 
check  are  also  requirements. 

SALARY: 

$44,106.00  -  $65,000.00  per  year  depending  upon  quahfications  and/or  experience. 
CLOSING  DATE: 

Resumes  and/or  apphcations,  and  references  must  be  postmarked  by  October  15,  2002. 
CONTACT: 

Mail  resumes  or  apphcations  and  references  to: 

First  Baptist  Church 
ATTN:  Mr.  Michael  A.  Shaw 
PO.  Box  27771 
Raleigh,  NC  27611 
(919)  832-1649 

Email:  churchfb@bellsouth.net 


Just  Off  the  Press  ...  Latest  Release  of 
GBSC's  Bible    Price  $49.95 
Leather  Bound 

Check  out  the  General  Baptist  Bookstore  for  New  Releases  at 

919-839-2211 
1-800-627-1690  •  Fax  919-839-2266 
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PREACHER'S  HOOPER  SERMON  REPORT  2003 
BLACK  PREACHING  SERMONS 

94  Different  Sermons  (20  hrs.  of  research  per  sermon) 
Dr.  Ricky  R.  Eason  Sr.  -  139  Sawyer  Rd.,  Roebuck,  SC  29376 
Ph.  (864)  576-4961 


and  associations. 

•Present  location  within  five  hours 
driving  time  ft-om  Charlotte 
•Willingness  to  submit  to  a  police  and 
credit  check 

Resumes  for  persons  meeting  these 
qualifications  should  be  sent  to  the 
Pulpit  Search  Committee  at  the 
address  shown  above.  Resume  dead- 
line date  is  September  19,  2002 

UNION  GROVE  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Youngsville, 
NC  is  seeking  a  church  musician. 
For  specific  qualifications  and  duties, 
please  contact  Pastor  J.C.  Sherrod  at 
919-242-4024.  Please  send  resume  or 
inquiries  to 

Atta:  Rev.  J.C.  Sherrod 

Union  Grove  Missionary  Baptist 

Church 

RO.  Box  730 

Youngsville,  NC  27596 

FOSTER  MEMORIAL  BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

The  Pulpit  Search  Committee  of  the 
Foster  Memorial  Missionary  Baptist 
Church  located  in  Rocky  Mount, 
North  Carolina,  is  accepting  resume 
for  the  position  of  pastor.  Applicants 
must  possess  the  following  qualifica- 
tions: 

•  He  must  possess  good  moral  and 
ethical  conduct,  living  by  Timothy 
3:1-1,  Titus  1:7-9  and  abstain  from 
study  activities  and  inclinations  as 


those  cited  in  Romans  1 :26-27. 

•  He  must  have  a  minimum  of  three 
(3)  years  experience  as  pastor  with 
demonstrated  ability  in  counseling 
and  supervising  all  work  for  the 
church. 

•  He  must  live  in  the  proximity  of  the 
church. 

•He  must  be  bom  again,  filled  with 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  called  by  God  to 
preach  God's  word. 

•  He  must  possess  a  strong  knowledge 
of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Doctrine, 
Church  Policies,  and  Practices,  and  be 
willing  to  abide  by  them. 

•He  must  have  the  skills  required  to 
work  with  all  age  groups,  with  special 
emphasis  on  the  youth. 
•He  must  have  the  skills  required  for 
plarming  and  implementing  a  vision 
for  spiritual,  physical  and  financial 
growth  of  the  church.  —  He  must  be 
community  oriented,  and  have  strong 
family  values. 

•He  must  have  a  minimum  of  a  high 
school  diploma  preferably  a  degree  or 
courses  in  seminary  training  from  an 
accredited  college  or  university. 
•He  must  be  willing  to  attend  Sunday 
School,  Prayer  Meetings,  and  teach 
Bible  Study. 
Please  send  resume  to: 
Foster  Memorial  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  1911  South  Church  Street 
Post  Office  Box  6317 
Rocky  Mount,  NC  2802-6317 
C/O  The  Pulpit  Committee 
Trustee  Hiawatha  Knight 


SERMON  TITLES: 

01 .  Your  Anchor  Holds  And  Grips  The  Solid  Rock 

02.  You  Got  The  Right  One  Baby  /  Doing  The  Thing  Right 

03.  God  Said  It,  I  Believe  And  That  Settles  It  /  It  All  Adds  Up 

04.  Burn  Up  Or  Burn  Out  For  God 

05.  Busted  Britches  From  Straddling  The  Fence 

06.  Dangerous  Minds 

07.  Don't  Even  Think  About  It 

08.  Fired  Up  By  The  Holy  Ghost 

09.  Are  You  Full  Of  The  Stuff 

10.  Let's  Get  On  Board 

11.  God  Picked  Me  To  Be  On  His  Side 

12.  Grace  On  The  Race 

13.  Grow  Up  Or  Blow  Up 

14.  Hang  In  There 

15.  He  Lifted  Me  Up  Out  Of  The  Miry  Clay 

16.  Look  Where  The  Lord  Has  Brought  Me  From 

17.  If  My  People 

18.  We  Can  Do  It  For  A  New  Day  Has  Come 
19. 1  Know  What  Prayer  Can  Do 

20.  Put  Some  Clothes  On  Child 

21 .  A  Right  Thing  In  A  Wrong  Time 

22.  The  Man  Who  Had  Everything  But  The  Right  Thing 

23.  Soap  For  The  Soul 

24.  Stay  On  The  Lord's  Side 

25.  If  You  Take  One  Step  He'll  Take  Two 

26.  Stepping  In  Your  Own  Mess 

27. 1  Can't  Lose  With  The  Stuff  I  Use 

28.  You  Can't  Touch  This 

29.  Warm  In  A  Cold  Situation 

30.  That's  The  Way  He  Died  But  That's  Not  The  End  Of  The  Story 

31.  What  You  See  Is  What  You  Get 

32.  What's  Faith  Got  To  Do  With  It 

33.  You  Can't  Make  It  Without  God 

34. 1  Just  Want  To  Say..  'Thank  You  Lord" 

35.  A  Heart  Like  Thine 

36.  Just  A  Closer  Walk  With  Thee 

37.  Give  Me  A  Clean  Heart  So  I  Can  Serve  You 

38.  What  Ever  The  Problem  God  Has  the  Answer 

39.  Peace -In  The  Midst  of  My  Storm 
40. 1  Am  On  The  Right  Road,  Now! 

41 .  A  Good  Man  In  A  Bad  Situation 

42.  Good  Medicine  For  A  Bad  Ailment 

43.  Stand  Up  And  Testify 

44.  Bad  Boys!  What  You're  Going  To  Do  When  He  Comes  For  You 

45.  Angels  Just  Keep  Watching  Over  Me 

46.  Go  Ahead!  Make  My  Day 

47.  A  Trip  To  The  Cross 

48.  Jesus!  Jesus!  Jesus!  He  Is  Somebody's  Preacher 


49.  On  The  Day  Of  Pentecost 

50.  Jesus  Is  All  That!  And  A  Whole  Lot  More 

51 .  Muddy  Putty  In  The  Potter's  Hands 

52.  When  Stress  Controls  You  Jesus  Consoles  You 

53.  Black  Men  And  Women,  Young  And  Old,  Changing  A  Generation 
54. 1  Am  Black  But  I  Am  Somebody 

55.  Staying  Afloat  In  A  Sinking  Boat 

56.  He  That  Has  a  Friend  Must  Show  Himself  Friendly 

57.  Victory  Is  Mine 

58.  Occupy  Till  I  Come 

59.  A  Man  On  A  Mission  /  The  Borrowed  Ax 

60.  Busy  In  God's  Business 
ei.That'sJust  Like  Mama 

62.  He's  Alive  And  I  Am  Glad  About  It 

63.  What  The  World  Needs  Now  Is  Love  Sweet  Love 
64. 1  Moved  From  My  Old  House  And  My  Old  Friends 
65. 1  Just  Want  To  Know  Why 

66. "  What  Do  You  Do  When  Life  Is  Not  Fair 

67.  Why  Do  Bad  Things  Happen  To  Good  People 

68.  What  Do  You  Do  When  Your  Brook  Runs  Dry 

69.  Diagnosis  From  Dr.  Jesus,  Go  And  See  The  Dr. 

70.  Who  Is  This  Man 

71.  What  Would  Jesus  Do 

72.  If  I  Could  But  Touch  The  Hem  Of  His  Garment 

73.  Come  See  A  Man 
Twenty-One  (21)  New  Sermons 

74.  Wounded  By  The  Ones  You  Love 

75.  How  To  Stand  In  The  Storms  Of  Life 

76.  Don't  Quit 

77.  Speak  To  Me  Lord  Jesus 

78.  Get  Behind  Me  Satan 

79.  Good  Things  Happen  When  Jesus  Shows  Up 

80.  Where  Are  You?  Adam 

81 .  Committed  Because  I  Am  Submitted 

82.  Are  You  A  Disciplined  Disciple 

83.  Answering  God's  Call 

84.  Too  Blessed  To  Be  Stressed 

85.  Thrilled  By  His  Will 

86.  These  Things  Only  Come  By  Prayer  And  Fasting 

87.  Just  Like  Daddy 

88. 1  Got  Two  Wings  And  The  World  Can't  Do  Me  No  Harm 

89.  The  Prayer  Of  Jabez 

90. 1  Will  Meet  You  On  The  Other  Side 

91 .  Can't  Come  Right  Now,  I  Am  On  Duty 

92.  What  A  Mighty  God  We  Serve 

93.  When  Life  Makes  You  Wonder 

94.  Fighting  The  Good  Fight 


BETHLEHEM  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
P.O.  BOX  4182 
WINSTON-SALEM,  NC  27115 

In  seeking  a  pastor  we  are  a  83  years  old  Baptist  church  having  been  led  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  only  (2)  two  pastors. 

We're  seeking  a  God  called,  God  fearing,  bom  again.  Holy  Ghost  filled, 
licensed,  ordained  minister  who  is  concemed  about  the  whole  man,  body,  soul  and 
spirit. 

Must  have  strong  missionary  baptist  roots  and  be  concemed  with  all  areas  of  the 
church,  having  good  leadership  abihties  and  skills,  both  organizational  and  spiritu- 
al. 

Must  also  have  a  broad  knowledge  of  the  Baptist  doctrine,  church  policies  and 
procedures  and  a  willingness  to  follow  the  by-laws  governing  the  church. 

Good  administrative  and  communication  skills  with  the  ability  to  teach,  train 
church  officers  and  auxihary  leaders.  Able  to  communicate  with  all  aged  groups, 
especially  the  young. 

Must  have  at  least  (3)  three  to  (4)  four  years  of  pastoral  experience. 

Willing  to  submit  to  strict  investigation,  police  and  credit  check. 

Please  respond  to  the  Search  Committee  of  Bethlehem  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  4182,  Winston-Salem,  NC  28115. 

Please  send  your  response  by  mail. 


To  order  sermons:  Make  check  payable  to:  Ricky  Eason,  139  Sawyer  Rd.,  Roebuck,  SC  29376  Also  For 
Preaching  Appointments  (864)  576-4961 
1.  Individual  sermons  are  $2.99  each  -  COD's  Are  Available 
2. 1  Sermon  Notebook  With  10  Sermons  -  $28.95  Each  Notebook 
3. 10  Sermons  in  each  notebook  -  Mix  or  makeup  your  own  notebook  -  By  Mail!  Add  $3.50  Postage  And 
Handling.  Money  Order  -  Two-three  day  delivery.  Checks  Accepted!  *Design  your  own  notebook  of  ser- 
mons at  the  same  great  price.  Have  it  your  way! 
4.  Order  sermons  by  e-mail:  ricky139@bellsouth.net 

V  J 
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MOUNT  CALVARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Shelby,  NC  is  currently 
accepting  applications  for  a  pastor 
with  strong  Missionary  Baptist  roots. 
The  Church  is  affiliated  with  the 
Ebenezer  Missionary  Baptist 
Association,  and  the  General  Baptist 
State  Convention  of  N.C.  Interested 
applicants  should  provide  the  follow- 
ing: 

Resume  (including  pastor  experiences 

and  educational  qualifications) 

A  copy  of  religious  credentials 

(license/ordination) 

At  least  three  personal  references  (no 

family) 

Send  information  to: 
Pastor  Search  Committee 
Mount  Calvary  Baptist  Church 
P.O.  Box  3181 
Shelby,  N.C.  28151-3181 

HOPPERS  CHAPEL 
MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Shelby,  N.C,  is  now 
accepting  resumes  for  the  position  of 
pastor.  Potential  candidates  must  be  a 
bom  again  Christian  with  strong 
Baptist  roots.  Hoppers  Chapel  is  a 
member  of  the  Ebenezer  Baptist 
Association.  All  appUcants  must  pos- 


sess the  following  qualifications. 

•  Must  be  ordained  and  licensed 

•  Must  have  at  least  1  yr.  Pastoral 
experience 

•  Must  provide  credentials  of  theolog- 
ical training 

•  Must  be  an  effective  teacher  and 
councelor 

•  Must  possess  extensive  knowledge 
of  Baptist  Doctrine 

•  Provide  a  mission  statement  for  the 
church 

•  Live  in  close  proximity  to  the 
church 

The  applicant  must  have  the  ability  to 

plan  and  implement  a  growth  strategy 

for  both  the  spiritual  and  physical 

growth  of  the  church. 

Send  all  resumes,  to: 

Hoppers  Chapel  Missionary  Baptist 

Church 

C/O  Pulpit  Committee 
415  West  Graham  St. 
Shelby,  N.C.  28150 

NEW  MOUNT  OLIVE 
MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  of  AsheviUe,  NC, 
is  currently  accepting  applications  for 
the  position  of  Pastor.  Interested 


applicants  should  provide  the  follow- 
ing: 

•  Resume 

•  Religious  Credentials  (Certificate  of 
Ordination,  License) 

•  Three  Personal  References 

Please  send  information  by  November 
30*,  2002,  to: 

New  Mount  Olive  Missionary  Baptist 
Church 

Pastoral  Search  Team 
2  Herman  Avenue 
AsheviUe,  NC  28801-4357 
828-253-0749 

CHURCH  STAFF 

MUSICIANS: 

BASIC  REQUIREMENTS  FOR 

SERVICE: 

1.  Born-again  Christian,  Spirit- 
filled,  and  divinely  gifted  in  music 
ministry. 

2.  Willingness  to  spiritually  align 
the  music  ministry  with  Pastoral 
vision. 

3.  Above  to  play  the  piano. 
Keyboard  and/or  organ;  able  to 
read  music  and  versatile. 

4.  Able  to  prepare  choirs  for 
Sunday  morning  worship  services 
and  other  services. 


5.  Able  to  teach,  as,  well  as  direct 
choirs,  with  humility  and  love. 

6.  Able  to  rehearse  with  all  choirs 
on  schedule,  and  available  for  all 
Sunday  services. 

7.  Able  to  accompany  Pastor  and 
choirs  to  other  services  as  required 
(or  ensure  qualified  substitute  is 
available). 

8.  Able  to  select  appropriate  hymns 
and  songs  for  worship. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  WANTED 
SPRINGFIELD  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  Stanley,  NC: 

•  A  Spirit-filled  leader  -  skilled  in  the 
Word 

•Child  of  God 

•  Faithful  and  committed  to  God's 
program 

•  The  gift  to  play  by  ear  with  or  with- 
out the  accompaniment  of  other  musi- 
cijins 

•  Has  the  ability  to  read  and  teach 
music 

•  Plays  versatile  music  -  which 
includes  hymns,  spirituals,  contempo- 
rary gospel  and  praise  songs 

•  Available  to  accompany  the  pastor 
and  choirs  to  other  churches  when 
and  as  needed 


The  Woolen  School  of  Music 

Invites  You  to  "Put  Music  in  Your  lijf  in  2002 

Learn  to  Play  Gospel  Music 

A  unique  style  of  playing  chords  to  accompany  your  favorite  tunes. 
Even  at  the  end  of  your  first  lesson.  We  guarantee! 

*  No  prior  experience  necessary 
*  We  guarantee  results  at  the  end  of  your  first  lesson  *  Morning,  noon  or  night  classes 

*  SPECIAL  COURSE  -  "Improving  Your  Present  Style  of  Playing" 

Classes  begin  soon!  Beginning  Advanced  Intermediate  Classes 


For  additional  information  write:  THE  WOOTEN  SCHOOL  OF  MUSIC 
1003  W.  5th,  GreenviHcNC  27834 
or  caU  Studio,  919-757-1023  Home  919-757-1135  -Ya'U  Come! 


AMERICAN  INCOME  LIFE 
INSURANCE  COMPANY 

American  Income  Life  Insurance  Company  with  over  a  40-year  history  of  serving  associations, 
Credit  Unions  and  Union  Members  with  affordable  life  health  insurance  benefits.  American 
Income  is  proud  to  announce  No  Cost  benefit  to  subscribers  of  the  Baptist  Informer. 

Leain  how  you  and  your  family  can  receive  the  OneCard  Member  benefit  which  will  save  you 
up  to  60%  discount  on:  Vision  ...  Hearing  ...  Chiropractic  and  Prescriptions  at  No  Cost. 

Simply  fill  out  the  form  below  and  mail,  a  representative  of  AIL  will  deliver  your  discount  card 
and  explain  its  use,  plus  explain  our  New  Family  Dental  Plan  which  is  available  to  your  entire 
family  for  $29.95  per  year!  The  dental  plan  and  supplement  health  and  life  benefits  are  being 
made  available  for  your  consideration.  You  are  under  no  obligation. 

 cut  

PLEASE  BE  SURE  I  RECEIVE  MY  ONECARD  MEMBER  BENEFIT 

NAME  

HOME  PHONE  

Spouse's  Name  

Residential  Address  

City  State  Zip  

County  

PLEASE  MAIL  THIS  FORM  TO: 
AIL,  P.O.  BOX  18825,  RALEIGH,  NC  27619-8825 
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•  Available  for  all  rehearsals  and 
Sunday  Worship  service 
Please  contact:  Melissa  Fanning  -  (H) 
704-563-3230  or  Pastor  Theodore 
Armstrong  -  Church  704-263-4426 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED: 

Wake  Forest  congregation  seeks  musi- 
cian. 1)  The  duties  include  working 
directly  with  the  Pastor  in  order  to 
assist  and  cooperate  with  him  in 
Christian  Worship,  2.)  Playing  during 
Sunday  morning  worship  service,  3). 
Rehearsing  with  various  choirs  one 
night  per  week,  4.)  And  accompany- 
ing the  Pastor  on  engagements  to 
other  churches.  Please  forward  a 
cover  letter  and  resume  to: 
Evans  Grove  Missionary  Baptist 
Church 

12700  Creedmoor  Road 
Highway  50 
Wake  Forest,  NC  27587 
(919)  870-8874 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  VACAN- 
CY: THE  SPRING  GREEN  MIS- 
SIONARY BAPTIST  CHURCH 

seeks  a  Minister  of  Music  to  provide 


musical  direction  and  accompaniment 
for  4  choirs  in  the  church.  This  person 
will  work  closely  with  the  Pastor  to 
provide  spiritual  leadership  in  the 
ministry  of  Jesus  Christ  through 
music,  i.e.  hynrns,  spiritual  songs,  and 
praise  and  worship  music  that  glori- 
fies God. 

We  are  accepting  resumes  from 
candidates  with  the  appropriate  quali- 
fications. (SEE  GENERAL  QUALI- 
FICATIONS AT  BEGINNING  OF 
CHURCH  MUSICIAN  SECTION): 
For  additional  information  please 
send  inquiry  or  resume  to: 
SPRING  GREEN  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 
PC  Box  924,  Warrenton,  NC  2589 
Rev.  Dennis  G.  Lindsay,  Pastor 

MUSICIAN  NEEDED:  Must  be  a 
Christian  available  to  serve  every 
Sunday.  Prepare  Choirs  and  Praise 
Team  for  Sunday  morning  worship. 
Rehearse  with  choirs  on  scheduled 
times.  Be  available  to  accompany 
Pastor  and  choirs  to  church  functions. 
Direct  congregation  in  congregational 
hymns.  Must  be  able  to  play  by  ear  as 


well  as  read  music 
To  apply  call: 

(704)  532-6813  or  E-mail  to 
GalileeNC@  aol.com 
GALILEE  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 
PO.  Box  644,  Oakboro,  NC  28129 

CHURCH  MUSICIAN  VACANCY: 
FIRST  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  of  Selma,  NC,  seeks 
musician  for  youth  choir.  Must  be  a 
Christian  with  good  character. 
Requirements: 

•  Play  the  organ  and  piano 

•  Able  to  play  sacred  and  gospel 
music 

•  Read  music  and  have  the  ability  to 
play  by  ear 

Send  resume  to: 

Reverend  S.  Manfred  Isom,  Pastor 
415  Star  Ruby  Drive 
Knightdale,  NC  27545 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED: 
THE  PENN  AVENUE  MOUNT 
OLIVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  of 

Lewiston  is  seeking  a  musician  for  a 
station  church,  a  Christian,  who  is 


responsible,  has  good  character  and  a 

good  reputation. 

Requirements: 

*Plays  the  organ  and  piano 

*Able  to  work  with  a  diverse  group  of 

singers 

*Experienced  in  all  sacred  music 
*Reads  music  and  is  versatile  in  play- 
ing by  ear 

Send  resumes  or  responses  to: 
Mount  Olive  Baptist  Church 
PO  Box  214 

Lewiston- Woodville,  NC  27849 
Attention:  William  W.  Peele,  Jr. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  WANTED: 
THE  PENN  AVENUE  MISSION- 
ARY BAPTIST  CHURCH  of 

Oxford,  NC,  is  currently  seeking  a 
Minister  of  Music. 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
(SEE  SPECIFIC  QUALIFICA- 
TIONS LISTED  IN  BEGINNING 
OF  STAFF:  MUSICIAN  SEC- 
TION) 

*Will  be  responsible  with  the  pastor's 
approval  in  hiring  other  musicians  if 
deemed  necessary. 
Salary:  Negotiable 


Light  Rock  Realty 
(705)  568-5000 

Areas  of  Specialty:  Residential  Purcliasing/Selling 
Church  &  Land  Purchasing/Selling 
Group  Homebuying  Workshops  for  Churches 
Homebuying  Programs 
•  No  Money  Down 
•  Down  Payment  Assistance 
•  Alternative  Financing  Options 
If  You  Need  Assistance  in  any  of  the  above  areas, 
contact  Gerald  Searles  at  (704)  568-5000 


MAKE  TREMENDOUS  PROFITS  BY  SPONSORING  POSITIVE  BLACK 
IMAGE  FUND-RAISERS  OR  SELLING  BLACK  ART  RETAIL!! 


PBIArts  Prints  Ae  Superb  For:  Churches  &  Religious  Organizations  •  Building  Funds  •  Educational 
Funds  •  Church  Board(Usher,  Deacon,  Choir,  etc.)  •  Other  Special  Projects  or  Events  •  Individuals  •  Small 
Business  Start-up  (Home-based,  Vendors,  etc.)  Part-time  Business  •  Extra  Income 

"The  Old  Fashioned  Baptism" 
by  Artheilo  Beck 


Order  Your  Sampler  or  Starter 
Kit  Now  for  only  $20! 


Fund-raiser  Sampler  Kit  includes:  4  full  color 
Religious  Art  Prints  •  Instructions  for  Conducting 
an  Event  •  Over  100  images  of  Black  Art  (Open  & 
Limited  Edition  Prints  focusing  on  Religious, 
Children's  &  Contemporary  Themes)  •  AU 
Occasion  &  Christmas  Greeting  Cards  &  Artifacts 
&  Casual  Wear  •  Free  Mini-Prints  •  A  Free 
Subscription  to  our  PBI  Newsletter  •  Below 
Wholesale  Prices! 


SEND  TO:  POSITTVE  IMAGES,  PO  BOX  775,  DEPT.  GFR,  GAITHERSBURG,  MD  20884 
 Please  Rush  Fund-Raiser  Sample  Kit(s)  For  Only  $20  EA.  Individualual  Start  Kit  ONLY  $20  EA.  _ 


I  Money  order,  check  or  Cashier's  Check  payable  to:  Positive  Black  Images  enclosed. 

I  Charge  to  my  Visa  MasterCard^  

Signature  

I  Ship  to:  Name  


_  Exp.  Date  _ 


,  Address 
I  Phone  


City 


Zip 


_Evening  Number  _ 


A  Fresh  Look  at  the 
New  Testament  Deacon 

By  John  H.  Walker,  D.  Min. 


NOW  AVAILABLE! 


There  is  a  critical  problem  concerning  the  Deacons  and  the  local  church,  state  and  national 
conventions.  The  Deacons  are  assuming  leadership  roles  without  being  equipped  for  the 
task  of  leadership.  The  relationship  between  the  pastor  and  deacon  is  widening  because 
there  is  a  misunderstanding  concerning  the  mission  of  the  church,  pastoral  leadership,  and 
the  role  of  the  deacons. 

This  book  is  a  must  tool  to  bridge  the  gap  between  the  role  of  Pastor  and 
Deacons  in  order  to  provide  EFFECTIVE  LEADERSHIP. 


www.macedoniaofcharlotte.org 


•  ORDER  FORM  ~   Shipping  Info: 


First  Name 


Last  Name 


City 


State 


Zip  Code 


Area  Code  &  Phone  Number 


Item  # 


WO  I 


W02 


Item# 


Title 


A  Fresh  Look  at  the  New  Testament  Deacon 


A  Fresh  Look  at  the  New  Testament  Deacon  Workbook 


Title 


Oil 


.Shipping' U:ind 

ling: 

Shipping  &  Handling 

Sttbista!  Siuiisw 

mm  $12.95 

Grand  Total 

mi-fom  $5.60  m 

Price 


$17.95 


$12.95 


Price 


Send  Completed  Form  along  with  a  check  or  money  order  to: 
Dr.  John  H.  Walker,  P.O.  Box  217256,  Charlotte,  NC  28221-7256 

Dr.  John  H.  Walker,  D.  Min.  •  Office  Phone  (704)  392-8496  •  Email:  jhenwalk@hotmall.com 


December  2002  31 


Sunday  worship  services.  Service 
begins  each  Sunday  at  1 1  a.m.  with 
the  exception  of  5th  Sunday  services 
which  begin  at  10  a.m.  Please  send 
resume  to  the  above  listed  address  or 
inquiries  may  be  made  by  calling  one 
of  the  above  listed  numbers. 

CHURCH  MUSICIAN  NEEDED: 

Knowledge  of  music  and  the  ability  to 
play  by  ear  is  appreciated.  Presently, 
morning  worship  service  is  held  every 
fourth  (4"^)  Sunday,  but  we  are  consid- 
ering an  additional  Sunday  for  servic- 
es. Must  be  able  to  play  for  youth 
choir  and  adult  choir.  Church  is  locat- 
ed in  Warren  County,  North  Carolina. 
For  further  information,  please  call: 
(252)  257-0221 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED: 
EMMANUEL  MISSIONARY  BAP- 
TIST CHURCH  is  seeking  Full-time 
Christian  Minister  of  Music.  Loyal 
and  (Committed  to  Gods  program.) 
Must  possess  people  skills,  be  trained 
as  a  musician.  Conductor,  and  Choir 
Director.  Salary:  Commensurate  with 
training  and  experience.  Interested 
persons  may  send  resume/portfolio  to: 
Attention: 

Trustees  Emmanuel  Missionary 
Baptist  Church 


913  N.  ffighland  Street 
Gastonia,  NC  25052 

CHURCH  MUSICIAN:  THE 
CEDAR  GROVE  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  of  Gibson, 
N.C.  is  seeking  a  person  to  serve  as 
Church  Musician.  Qualifications: 
(PLEASE  SEE  GENERAL  QUALI- 
FICATIONS LISTED  AT  THE 
BEGINNING  OF  STAFF:  MUSI- 
CIAN SECTION)  Salary  negotiable. 
Please  send  resume  to  Cedar  Grove 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  at  this 
address. 

CEDAR  GROVE  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 
14600  Raikoad  St. 
Gibson,  NC  28343 

CHURCH  MUSICIAN: 
THE  FRIENDSHIP  MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  is  accepting 
resumes  for  a  Church  Musician. 
Qualifications:  (SEE  GENERAL 
QUALIFICATIONS  LISTED  AT 
THE  BEGINNING  OF  THE 
STAFF:  MUSICIAN  SECTION) 
Salary  negotiable: 
715  West  WiUis  Ave. 
High  Point,  NC  27260 

THE  GREATER  PINEY  GROVE 


ST.  JAMES  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

of  Henderson,  NC,  is  seeking  a  pastor  with  strong  Missionary  Baptist  roots. 
Interested  applicants  should  provide  the  following: 

1 .  A  resume  or  letter  of  interest 
2.  A  copy  of  reUgious  credentials:  License/Ordination 
3.  Three  personal  references  (no  family  references) 

Send  information  to: 
St.  James  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
The  Pulpit  Committee 
ATTN:  Deacon  John  D.  Ellis 
Post  Office  Box  2205 
Henderson,  North  Carolina  27536 


CHRISTOPHER  E.  JENKINS  CPA 

Jenkins  Management  Counsulttng,  P.C. 

Non-Profit  Accounting  &  Management 
Audits  •  Church  Administration 
Clergy  Tax  &  Financial  Planning 
Tax/Information  Return  Preparation 
Voice  (252)  439-1185  •  FAX  (252)  439-1184 
2024  Mare's  Way,  Greenville,  NC  27858 
e-mail:  jmgmtc@greenville.com 


BAPTIST  CHURCH  is  seeking  an 
experienced,  djmamic  worship  and 
praise  Minister  of  Music.  We  seek  a 
person  who  first  and  foremost  has  a 
passion  for  God  and  His  Word,  then  a 
passion  for  people  and  for  music. 
This  person  will  be  responsible  for 
directing,  managing,  and  developing 
all  functions  and  aspects  associated 
with  planning  and  implementing  a 
comprehensive  Church  Music 
Ministry. 

A  person  in  this  position  must  possess 
formal  training  and  expertise  in  the 
area  of  music,  has  excellent  organiza- 
tional skills,  and  the  ability  to  work 
cooperatively  with  a  diverse  group  of 
people. 

EDUCATION  REQUIREMENTS 
Bachelor  of  Science  Degree  in  Music 
with  concentration  in  choral,  church, 
or  music  education,  a  minimum  of 
two  years  of  work  experience  as 
Minister  of  Music  or  Minister  of 
Music  Assistant  in  a  similar  Church 
environment. 

An  Instrument  skiU  proficiency  test  is 
required  on  piano  and  organ.  Must 
possess  the  ability  to  organize  and 
prioritize  tasks,  events,  and  activities; 
abUity  to  work  under  pressure  of 
deadlines;  make  decisions;  and  estab- 
lish effective  working  relationships 
with  the  Pastor,  choir  members, 
church  members,  supervisor,  and 
church  conmiunity. 
•Resumes  wUl  be  accepted  until 
August  31,  2002.  Start  date  for  this 
position  will  be  December  31,  2002. 
•If  the  Holy  Spirit  excites  you  about 


this  opportunity  to  serve  God,  and 
you  meet  the  qualifications  and 
expectations  described  above,  we 
would  love  to  hear  from  you.  Please 
e-mail  your  resume  to  or  mail  it  to: 
The  Greater  Piney  Grove  Baptist 
Church 

1879  Glenwood  Avenue,  S.E. 

Adanta,GA  30313 

Attn:  Personnel  Committee 

JEFFRIES  CROSS  BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

Send  cover  letter  and  resume  to 
Jeffries  Cross  Baptist  Church,  2015 
Jeffries  Cross  Rd.,  Burlington,  NC 
27217.  Phone:  336-226-9626.  We  are 
currently  seeking  a  musician  who  will 
work  directly  with  the  pastor  to  pro- 
vide spiritual  leadership  in  the  music 
ministry.  Qualifications:  1.  A 
Christian  with  piano,  keyboard,  organ 
ability;  read  music,  play  chords,  teach 
harmony,  direct  choirs,  conduct  two 
rehearsals  per  month  with  four  choirs, 
accompany  pastor  on  engagements, 
accommodate  traditional  and  contem- 
porary worship  styles. 
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OnmiPOr^NI  /pr^U  church  Administration  Software 
rX^WW  fcf%  ^17  L^f  \  YmUi  www.CapitalComputing.com 


Membership  Profiles 
Pictorial  Directories 
Activities  &  Skills 
Attendance 
Visitation 
Ministry  Services 
Church  Mailing  List 
Equipment  Inventory 
Music  Library 

Tape,  Book  &  Video  Library 


Sermon  Filer 
E-Mail  Directory 
Fund  Accounting 
Accounts  Payable 
Accounts  Receivable 
Contributions 
Payroll 

Built-in  Security 
Graphics 


Customer  Report  Writer 
PhoneTree  Interface 
32-bit  Performance 
Year2000  Ready 
Print  W2AV3  Tax  Forms 
Custom  Reports 
Pledges 

Network  Ready 
Customizable 
Training  Available  On-site 


Capital  Computing  Services 
19  W.  Hargett  St,  Suite  200 
PC  Box  367 

Raleigh,  NC  27602-0367 
(919)  828-7770  phone 
(919)  833-8975  fax 

Charles  Brown  ©Capital  Computing.com 


ONLY  $295 
(tax  &  shipping 
not  included) 


CONTACT  US  TODAY 
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Published  the  first  of  each  month  at  Raleigh,  N.C. 
Periodicals  class  postage  paid  at  Raleigh,  NC  27601, 
and  additional  mailing  ojfices. 
Postmaster  send  address  and  all  communications 
for  publication  and  inquiry  to 
Baptist  Informer  Baptist  Headquarters, 
603  S.  wamington  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27601. 


ATTENTION! 

PASTORS  &  PREACHERS  STOP!  &  ANSWER 

*  Is  your  schedule  busy? 

*  Do  you  find  yourself  laboring  hard  and  long  preparing  sermons? 

*  Would  you  find  yourself  laboring  long  and  hard  preparing  sermons? 

*  Would  you  like  to  get  the  material  that's  ready  for  the  pulpit? 

*  Would  you  like  to  have  material  that's  easy  to  read,  where  all  the  research  is  already 
done  for  you? 

Then  "SERMCO  MINISTERS"  is  your  solution. 

*  We  have  sermons  that  ADDRESS  ALL  OCCASIONS 

*  Each  sermon  is  easy  to  read 
(DOUBLE  SPACED  ON  SINGLE  SHEETS) 

*  Each  sermons  is  HOMELETICALLY  arranged 
(Introduction,  Exposition,  Come-Home,  and  Closing) 

*  Each  sermon  has  VERSES  OF  SONGS,  HYMNS  INSERTED 
(where  appropriate) 

*  Sermons  as  received  are  READY  FOR  THE  PULPIT 
with  minimum  amount  of  study  and  adjustments 


Single  copies  are  $5  each.  Anthology  (Book  of  26  Sermons)  Volume  I  and  Volume  II,  $75 
each.  Shipping  and  handling  charges  will  be  added  to  all  orders.  Catalogs  with  listings 
are  free  upon  request.  Direct  all  questions  and  answers  to: 

MT,  ARARAT  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  INC.,  2503  N.  MYRTLE  AVE., 
JACKSONVILLE,  FLA.  32209 

ATTN:  SERMCO  MINISTRIES,  PASTOR  D.A.  LATTIMORE,  JR. 

904-354-7893  (CHURCH)  (FAX  904-354-5883) 


Ministry  Opportunity 
Associate  for  International  Youth  Development 

General  Description 

The  Lott  Carey  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Convention  (Lott  Carey)  is  seeking  a  full-time  associate  for  International  Youth  Development.  This  global  missions 
ministry  position  creates  the  opportunity  for  leadership  development,  shared  ministry,  multi-cultural  and  international  missions  support  and  advancing 
the  Christian  witness  aroimd  the  world.  The  Associate  for  International  Youth  Development  will  work  from  the  Washington,  DC  international  office,  report 
to  the  executive  officer,  and  provide  organizational  leadership  in  helping  to  build  a  new  generation  of  Christian  leaders  for  the  world. 

Responsibilities 

•  Assist  the  Executive  Secretary-Treasurer  in  informing,  inspiring,  and  encouraging  investment  in  Christian  missions  around  the  world  through  Lott  Carey. 

•  Direct  the  Annual  Youth  Seminar  (includes  planning  and  coordinating  logistic  recruitment  and  training  of  leaders,  coordinating  service  learning  and 
community  outreach  partnerships,  and  evaluations) 

•  Direct  the  Youth  Department  Activities  during  the  Aimual  Session  and  throughout  the  year 

•  Plan  and  lead  annual  youth  international  missions  assignments  for  high  school  juniors  and  seniors 

•  Plan  and  lead  periodic  international  missions  assignments  for  young  adults  and  youth  leaders 

•  Provide  staff  support  for  the  Wendell  C.  and  AHce  E.  Somnerville  Scholarship  Program 

•  Assist  in  youth  development  and  program  development  among  international  partners 

•  Facilitate  short-term  student  missions  assignments 

Requirements 

•  Graduate  degree  in  theological  studies  or  related  disciplines 

•  Passion  for  global  Christian  missions 

•  Comimtment  to  Christian  formation  and  leadership  development  among  your  young  adults,  and  their  leaders 

•  Strong  relational,  team  building,  and  leadership  skills 

•  Capacity  to  cultivate  and  participate  in  shared  ministry 

•  Aptitude  in  applying  communication  and  administrative  technology 

•  Ability  to  keep  accurate  records  and  evaluate  programs 

•  Capability  to  work  effectively  with  female  and  male  youth  and  aduhs  of  African  heritage 

•  Abihty  to  supervise  student  interns 

Compensation  is  commensurate  with  education  and  experience. 

Forward  a  letter  of  introduction,  resume,  and  three  letters  of  reference  by  December  31,  2002  to: 

Lott  Carey  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Convention 
Office  of  International  Youth  Development 
300  I  (Eye)  Street,  NE,  Suite  104,  Washington,  DC  20002 


And,  I'll  See  You 
In  The  Morning 

AN  ANTHOLOGY  OF 
FUNERAL  MESSAGES,  HELPS  FOR  SER- 
MON DEVELOPMENT, 
FAMILY  VISIT 
FUNERAL  AND 
GRAVE  SIDE 
SERVICES 

Second  Printing 

Dr.  Serenus  T.  Oium,  Sr. 

t 

Baptist  Born 
Baptist  Bred 

Who  are  they? 
What  do  they  beUeve 
and  why? 

A  STUDY  FOR  CHURCH  MEMBERS 
Dr.  Serenus  T.  Chum,  Sr. 

$15. OQ 

Now  Available 


Co-Pay  Prescription  Drug  Plan 


Rx  Advantage  Plan  Includes: 


Co-Pay  Prescription 
Dru2  Plan 

•  With  a  Low  Co-Pay  Amount 

•  No  Claim  Forms 

•  No  Waiting  Period 

•  Over  50,000  Participating  Pharmacies 
Nationwide 

•  That's  Over  99%  of  All  Pharmacies. 

With  Rx  Advantage  Plan  you  will  have  a  Co-Pay  of 
$10.00  up  to  (age  50)  or  $15.00  (ages  50  to  75)  on 
generic  prescriptions.  You  will  also  save  on  name 
brand  prescriptions.  If  your  maintenance  drugs  are 
eating  away  your  income  and  you  meet  certain 
criteria  you  may  qualify  for  FREE  MEDICINE. 
That's  right,  free  prescription  medicine. 

 >^  


American  Rx 


(Qualify  for  Free  Medicine) 

With  Rx  Advantage  you  may  qualify  for  free  prescription 
medicines.  That's  right!  Free  prescription  medicines  if  you 
qualify.  Individuals  with  family  incomes  ranging  from  below 
poverty  level  and  up  to  $60,000  annually  can  apply  for  free 
medicine. 

Testimony: 

"/  saved  over  $400. 00  per  month  on  the  Free  Medicine 
Program.  Thank  you  RX  Advantage."  E.G.  of  Michigan 


Rx  Advantage  Vision 

Savings  on  LASIK  procedures  up  to  20% 

Savings  on  Eye  Exams  up  to  20% 

Savings  on  Frames  up  to  50% 

Savings  on  Lenses  up  to  25% 

Savings  on  Mail  Order  Contact  Lenses  up  to  50% 

Plus  more  




www.RxAdvantagePlan.com       •  1-888-785-2447 
ENROLLMENT  APPLICATION  -  FILL  OUT  APPLICATION  &  MAIL  WITH  PAYMENT  TO  ADDRESS  BELOW 

Benefit  Coverage  Monthly  Pricing 

(Select  One,  all  rates  include  an  administration  fee  of  $4.95) 

□  Single  Rx  Advantage  $19.95/mo.   

Single  Member  up  to  age  65. 

($10.00  Co-Pay  to  age  50,  $15.00  Co-Pay  to  age  65  Generic  Drug  Card,  Free  Medicine  Info.,  Vision  Plan) 

□  Family  Rx  Advantage  ..$29.95/mo.   


Last  Name 

First  Name  Initial 

Birth  Date 

Sex                 Social  Security  # 

Address 

City                                        State  Zip 

Day  Phone 

Evening  Phone  E-mail 

Spouse's  Name  (If  covered) 
Dependents  (If  covered)  - 
Dependent's  Name 

1. 

Spouse's  Birth  Date 
Ages  to  23.  Ages  19-23  must  be  Full-time  Students 

Birth  Date  Sex 

□  M  QF 

2. 

*                                             QM  QF 

3. 

□  M  QF 

Family  Member  all  family  members  living  in  the  household,  parents  till  age  65  and  children  to  age  25. 
($10.00  Co-Pay  to  age  50,  $15.00  Co-Pay  to  age  65  Generic  Drug  Card,  Free  Medicine  Info.,  Vision  Plan) 

□  Senior  Rx  Advantage  $24.95/mo. 


Ages  65  to  75  only.  ($15.00  Co-Pay  Generic  Drug  Card,  Free  Medicine  Info.,  Vision  Plan) 
0  One-Time  Enrollment  Fee  (Non  Refundable)   $20.00 

Total 


Payment  Type:  Credit  Card 


Check 


Ongoing  Payments:  Credit  Card 


Check 


Monthly 


3rd 


18th 


Automatic  Band  Draft  (attach  check):  Checking  -  Routing  #  

Credit  Card:    Master  Card  Visa  Discover 


Credit  Card  Number 


/ 


Bank  Account  # 

/ 


/ 


Exp.  Date 


/ 


All  New  Members  Must  Read  and  Sign  Below:  I  understand  that  HealthCare  Advantage  is  Not  nsurance,  which  includes  access  to  Customer  Service  I  understand  that  in  order  to  receive 
benefits,  I  must  abide  by  the  member  terms  &  conditions.  I  must  access  the  contracted  network.  I  also  authorize  HealtCare  Advantage  to  deduct  the  periodic  payments  for  the  program 
selected  and  my  account  listed  above. 

X  •  X   


Date 


Signature  Date  Signature  of  Payer  if  Different  than  Member 

MAIL  ENROLLMENT  FORM  WITH  PAYMENT  TO:  Rx  Advantage  Plan,  6650  Rivers  Ave.  Suite  206,  Charleston,  SC  29406 
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A^Th  ^        a  T-T  Showing  April  3-20 

iy±±^\J>J±jr^  X  Tilursday  -  Sunday 

A     •!  -2  mna  Thursdays  &  Fridays  @  8  pm 

April  J  -  ZU,  ZUUJ  Saturdays  @  2  &  8  pm 

AJ.  Fletcher  Opera  Theater  Sundays  @  2  pm 


Whether  you  are  seeing  it  for  the  first  time  or  have  witnessed  its  glory  in  past  seasons,  you  will  be 
swept  away  by  the  majesty  and  spirituality  of  this  incredible  ballet.  Messiah  achieves  spiritual  grace 
through  music,  chorus  and  dance.  Be  captivated  as  our  athletic  dancers  soar  through  the  air  to  Handel's 
sacred  score.  Spectacular  costumes  and  effects  make  this  dynamic  piece  an  experience  to  be  shared  by 
the  whole  family.  Now  performed  during  the  Easter  holiday,  this  inspirational  full-length  production  is  a 
lasting  reminder  of  the  power  of  faith  and  renewal. 

In  April  2002,  Carolina  Ballet  performed  Messiah  to  an  international  audience  at  the  II  Dance  World 
Festival  in  Budapest,  Hungary. 


"...  Weiss  has  developed  a  neoclassical  ballet  containing  realistic  movements  from  the  life  and  death  of  Jesus  ... 
it  is  powerful,  suggestive,  and  convincing  on  stage  ...  is  touchingly  old-fashioned  and  timeless  at  the  same  time 
-  a  ballet  from  the  days  when  dancing  still  sought  to  help  the  audiences'.' 
-Jochen  Schmidt,  Frankfurter  Allgemeine  Zeitung 

It  only  takes  10  to  get  a  20%  discount  on  Carolina  Ballet  Messiah  tickets.  Groups  of  10  or  more  are  able  to  purchase  tickets  early 
and  receive  the  best  possible  seating  selection.  Go  to  www.carolinaballet.com  for  detailed  seating  and  pricing  information.  Call  Jan 
Cumberworth,  Group  Sales  Mgr.,  Carolina  Ballet  at  (919)  367-7862  or  email  jancballet(a) hotmail.com  for  details. 


Join  the  Lewis  Chapel 
Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
of  Fayetteville,  NC 

Escorted  by  Rev.  Olu  Menjay 
and  Rev.  Beverly  Spivey 

at  the 

14*^  Baptist 
Youth/Young  Adult 
World  Conference  in 
Hong  Kong,  China 

July  13  -  21,  2003 


Inclusions 

•  Round  trip  economy  airfare  from  Washington  to 
Hong  Kong  via  Singapore  Airlines/similar 

•  $250,000  automatic  flight  insurance  on  all  tickets 
issued  by  Travelink 

•  BWA  non-refundable  registration  fee  $125 

•  Round  trip  airport/hotel  transfers  provided  by  HKTA 

•  Hotel/convention  transfers  daily  provided  by  HKTA 

•  Hotel  accommodations 

•  Buffet  breakfast  daily 

•  Hong  Kong  city  tour 

•  Travel  bag 

Not  Included 

•  Meals  not  specified 

•  U.S.  and  Hong  Kong  airport  departure  taxes,  customs 
&  security  fees 

•  Single  room  supplement 

The  Renaissance  Garden  View  Hotel  is  located  on 
Hong  Kong  Island  within  walking  distance  of  the  con- 
ference venue. 

The  Marco  Polo  Hotel  is  located  on  Kowloon  Island 
with  transfers  provided  via  private  coach  or  via  ferry. 


Dear  Friends, 

The  Baptist  World  Alliance  is  delighted  to  extend  to  you  a  special  invita- 
tion to  attend  the  14'^  Baptist  Youth/Young  Adult  World  Conference,  July  16- 
20,  2003  in  Hong  Kong,  China.  I  will  add  from  my  personal  experience  that 
Hong  Kong  is  a  beautiful  city! 

During  this  meeting,  the  world  meets  together  to  share  and  celebrate 
JESUS  CHRIST.  Among  various  opportunities  during  this  world  meeting, 
there  will  be  stimulating  world  speakers,  dynamic  worship  celebration,  inter- 
national music,  and  in-depth  Bible  Study  meetings  and  fellowship. 

The  Lewis  Chapel  Church  in  collaboration  with  Travelink,  Inc.,  has  pro- 
vided for  you  a  customized  package  for  this  world  meeting.  Please  contact 
Travelink,  Inc.  as  soon  as  possible  to  make  your  travel  plans.  Join  us  in  HK! 
Reverend  Olu  Q.  Menjay 
Lewis  Chapel  Missionary  Baptist  Church 


$2499  at  P'  class  Marco  Polo  Hotel 
or 

$2689  at  deluxe  Renaissance 
Garden  View  Hotel 

Per  person/twin  share  from 
,  Raleigh-Durham 

The  Lewis  Chapel  Missionary 
Baptist  Church 
910/424-2344 


Itinerary 

Sun  July  13  Raleigh-Durham/West 

Coast  via  United 
Men  July  14       Depart  West  Coast  via 

Singapore  Airlines 
'Rie  July  15  Arrive  in  Hong  Kong 
You  are  met  in  the  Arrival  Hall  by  your  Travelink  rep- 
resentative and  transferred  by  deluxe  motor  coach  to 
your  hotel  for  6  nights.  Balance  of  day  at  leisure  to 
rest  and  explore  on  your  own. 
Wed  July  16  Hong  Kong 
Buffet  breakfast  at  hotel.  This  moming  depart  the 
hotel  by  air-conditioned  coach  via  the  bustling  crowd- 
ed city  of  Kowloon  to  traverse  the  world-renowned 
Victoria  Harbor  via  the  Crossharbor  Tunnel.  We  then 
drive  by  Wanchai  to  reach  Victoria  Peak  for  a  breath- 
taking 360-degree  view  of  the  bustling  harbor.  Hong 
Kong  Island  and  Kowloon  as  far  as  the  eye  can  see. 
From  Victoria  Peak  the  tour  continues  passing  by  the 
scenic  resort  areas  of  Repulse  Bay  and  Deep  Water 
Bay.  A  stop  is  made  at  Stanley  Market  which  is  known 
for  its  great  discounts  on  all  kinds  of  merchandise 
from  name  brand  clothing  to  souvenirs.  We  then  con- 
tinue to  Aberdeen  Village  to  see  the  many  floating 
sampan  fishing  villages.  Return  to  our  hotel  with  time 
for  lunch  on  your  own  before  transfer  to  the  confer- 
ence site.  6:00PM  14'"  Baptist  Youth  Worid 
Conference  opens. 

Thu  July  17        Attend  14'"  Baptist  Youth 

World  Conference 
Fri  July  18  Conference 
Sat  July  19  Conference 
Sun  July  20        Conference  closes  at  1:00PM 
Balance  day  of  leisure. 
Mon  Jul  21         Depart  Hong  Kong 
Buffet  breakfast  at  hotel.  Full  day  at  leisure  for  shop- 
ping and  personal  activities.  Hotel  check-out  by 
12:00PM.  6:30PM  transfer  by  private  coach  to  airport 
for  retum  flights. 


December  2002  3S 
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